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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES 

(OFHCIAL REPORT OF THE TWELFTH SESSION OF THE FIFTH 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEBIBLY) 

VOLUME IV—1940 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday^ 5th November, 1940 


The Assembly met m the Assembly Chamber of the Council House in 
New Delhi, at Eleven of the Clock, being the First Day of the Twelfth 
Session of the Fifth Legislati\c Assembl\, ))ursiiant to Section 63-D (2) 
of the Government of India Act, as set out in the Ninth Schedule to the 
Government ot India Act, 1935. Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur 
Tiahim, K.C.S.I.) was in the Chair. 


MEMBERS SWORN: 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maitland Maxwell, K.C.S.I., C.I.E. 
(Home Member); 

Mr. K. Sitarama Reddiar, M.L.A. (South Arcot cuvi Chingleput: 

Non-Muhammadan Rural); 

Raja T. Manavedan, M L.A. (Madras: Landholders); 

Mr. C. P. Lawson, M.L.A. (Bengal: European); 

Mr. J. F. Ormiston, M.L.A. (Bengal: European); 

Captain'Thakur Singh, M.C., O.B.I., M.L A. (Nominated Non- 
OfBoial); 

Mr. John Pawson Tyson, C.B.fi., M.L.A. (Secretary, Department of 
Education, Health and Lands); • | 

Mr. Joh» Francis Sheehy, C.B.I., M.L.A. (Governrnent (^plndia: 

N^minati^ Official); i 

Mn. Henry James Frampton, M.L.A. (Government of India: 

nated Official); * f ^ / 

Mr. Charles William Ayers, C.I.E., M.L.A. (Government of India: 
. Nominated Official); 

liq^amidlah, M.L.A. (Government of India: Npim^ 
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Mr. Sai^yid Hasan Zaheer, M.L.A. (Government of India: Nominated 
Official); 

Mr. Basanta Kumar Mukharji, M.L.A. (Bengal; Nominated Official); 
and 

Khan Bahadur Sayad Bunyad Hussain, M.L.A. (Punjab: Nominated 
Official). 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(a) Oral Answers. 

Inadequate Indian Representation in the Port Trusts. 

1. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Communications be pleased to state if it is a fact that in the Calcutta 
Port Trust there are only five Indians out of a total number of nineteen 
Coiiiuiissioners? If so, since when has this ratio been adopted and on 
what basis? 

(b) Is it a fact that European Commercial interests have direct repre¬ 
sentation on the Port Trust of Calcutta, whereas Indian Commercial 
Organizations have not been given any direct or statutory representation 
on that body? If so, why? 

(c) Is it a fact that the local Indian Chamber of Commerce alone has 
been responsible for about Rs. 38 erores worth of trade out of the total 
annual trade of Rs. 138 erores passing through the port? 

(d) Is it a fact that on the 13lh September, 1938, the inadequacy of 
representation of Indians was raised on the floor of this House under 
starred question No. 953, and it was stated that enquiry was being made 
regarding one of the Port Trusts? 

(e) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state what progress of 
Indianization in the superior posts and what increase of the Indian repre- 
sentation on the Port Trusts have been made at all the British Ports in 
India including Karachi, since September, 1938, and what further steps 
are in conteinpU\tion in that direction? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow; (a) No. There are at present six 
Indian Commissioners. There is no fixed proportion of Indian Commis¬ 
sioners; the number depends to some extent on the individuals'who happen 
to be cx-officiiy (’oinraissioiiers.. 

(b) Yes. The reasons are fully set out in the debate on the Calcutta 
Port (Amendment No. II) Bill of 1926 reported in the proceedings of the 
meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council of the 16th August, 1926, to 
which I must refer the Honourable Member. 

(c) I have no information. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The number of posts carrying an initial salary of Rs. 600 and over 
held by Indians on the 31st March, 1940, was 29 per cent, of the total as 
against 24*7 per cent, on the corresponding date of 1938. 
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As regards Indian representation on the Port Trusts, the Bombay Port 
Trust now has two more Indian members, inchiding the Chairman, and the 
Calcutta and Chittagong Port Trusts each one more Indian member than 
in 1938. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: With regard to clause (a) of rny question, may 
I ask the Honourable Member what is the number of the European 
Commissioners out of those 19 in comparison to 6 Indians? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I think it is 13. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Are they in all 13? 1 want to know how many 

are extra Europeans? If 6 go out of 13, are the rest Europeans? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The Honourable Member can cal¬ 
culate what 6 and 13 comes to. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: What are the principles upon which these 
appointments are made? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The principles are that certain 
elected members are elected to represent commercial interests, and the 
population and the remainder hold office by virtue of the positions they hold. 
For example, General Managers of Railways and officers of that type. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May T ask wliy se])arate and direct representa¬ 
tion has not been given to Indians? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: T have referred the Honourable 
Member to the debate in which he will find the case admirably set out by 
the Honourable the President of this House. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask if the Honourable Member in charge of the 
Department is aware that the Royal Commission on Indian Labour has 
recommended thiit laboui- representatives should be appointed or elected on 
the Port Trusts in India, and whether the Government of India have taken 
any steps to give effect to that recommendation? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I am aware of the recommendation. 
Some steps have been taken. I think, in Bombay for example, a member 
has been added. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: May I know whether in-view of what my friend 
has said, the Mussnlmans are Indians or not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I did not catch the remark to which 
the Honourable Member was alluding. 

I>r. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May I put the same question in another form? 
Will the Honourable Member accuse me of communalism if I asked how 
many of these six Indians are Mussalmans? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I should not accuse the Honourable* 
Member. 


A 1 
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Mr. M S. Aney: On a point of order, Sir. Ts it permissible for any 
other Member of this House to put the question put by another Member in 
another form and to make it more intelligent? • 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abd'ur Rahim): The other Honour¬ 
able Member did not press his question. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: But I would like to have the answer to my 
question. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: T understood the Honourable Member 
to ask if T was going to accuse the Honourable Member opposite. My 
answer is that I have no intention of doing so. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask whether the Government of India propose 
to give effect to the recommendation of the Royal Commission in provinces 
other than Bombay? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: When the question of revising the 
•constitution of Port Trusts is taken up, that will be considered. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: I expected an inquiry being made in answer to 
part (d) of my question. May T ask if that inquiry has been made? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: T am sorry; T should have added a 
small portion to the end of my answer to the last part which will give the 
information. This is as follows: 

“Government are satisfied that the Port Trusts are steadily pursuing a policy of 
Indianisation of the staff. The adequacy of Indian representation on the Trust is 
under consideration in the case of Madras.” 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I ask. if any report has been called from 
any expert or whether any inquiry committee was set up to find out what 
the Honourable Member has just said? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The question was considered by the 
Trust itself and we also got particulars from the Collector of Customs. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Next question. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Sir, I wish to put a few more supplementaries 
as the question contains several clauses. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): No, next question. 

Shortage of Goods Wagouis on Jaoobabad-Kashmorb Narrow Gauge 

Section in Sind. 

2. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 

.be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware of the shortage of goods wagons 

on Jacobabad-Kashmore narrow gauge section in Sind; 

(b) whether there have been any complaints about non-supply of 

goods stock to load merchandise and that goods had to be 
carried by bullock carts; if so, what steps the railway admi¬ 
nistration took to meet the demand for goods wagons; 
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(c) whether it is a fact that a large number of narrow gauge goods 

wagons has become available on the closing of narrow gauge 
line ill Sind from Larkanu-Dodapur; 

(d) whether the railway authorities have taken steps to transfer the 

released narrow gauge goods stock to Jacobabad-Kashmore 
Eailway; if not, why not; 

(e) if the reply to the first portion of jiart (d) above be in the affir¬ 

mative, what the total number of goods stock released from 
Larkana-Dodapur section was and what the number of goods 
wagons transferred to Jacobabad-Kashmore line was; and 

(f) if no stock has been transferred from Larkana-Dodapur section 

to Kashmore-Jacobabad section, how it is proposed to meet 
the shortage of goods stock on the latter section? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) There is no shortage of goods 
wagons on this section for the normal traffic offering. During periods of 
peak traffic demands for wagons cannot always be met immediately. 

(b) Complaints have been received of a shortage of goods wagons on this 
section only during periods of peak traffic. There has been some diversion 
of goods traffic from the section to the road by bullock carts, but as far as 
can be ascertained this was due to the cheaper rates quoted for this method 
of transport. 

(c) Thirty bogie covered goods wagons became available for transfer. 

(d) The wagons so released are being transferred to the Kohat-Thal and 
the Kalabagh-Bannu narrow gauge sections where the needs are greater. 

(e) and (f). Do not arise. 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member issue orders that 
when there is a season and there is a demand for wagons, they should be 
immediately supplied? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: No, Sir. It would obviously be a 
most unremunerative thing to have wagons sufficient to cover any possible 
peak because they would then be idle for the greater part of the year. 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrai; In order to divert that goods traffic which is 
going by bullock carts, something should be done to see that those goods 
are diverted so that the railways may not suffer? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow; As I have indicated in answer to the 
question, the diversion is, in our view, probably due to difference in rates 
and not to lack of wagons. 

Dr, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: What is the pooling station nearest to this 
particular line from which wagons can be supplied? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I am not aware of any. This is a 
very small narrow gauge line. The Honourable Member had better address 
an inquiry to the Honourable Member from Sind. 

Inconveniences suffered by Third Class Passengers on the Jacobabad- 
Kashmore Railway in Sind. 

3. *Mr, Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact that third class passenger 
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carriages on Jacobabad-Kashmore Kailway in Sind have open sides and 
therefore the passengers are greatly inconvenienced by rain, hot winds 
and extreme heat and cold? 

(b) Is it a fact that a large number of third class carriages with closed 
side has become available on the closing of Larkana-Dodapur narrow 
gauge railway? If so, is it proposed to transfer the passenger stock so 
released to Jacobabad? If not, why not? 

(c) If the reply to part (b) be in the negative, what steps do Govern¬ 
ment propose to take to »stop the inconvenience to passengers? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) The third class stock on this 
section consists of 17 bogie thirds of which 13 have open sides. 

(b) Nino bogie thirds with closed sides have become available from the 
Larkana-Dodapur narrow gauge section since its conversion to broad gauge 
in 1940, It is not proposed to transfer this stock to the Jacobabad- 
Kashmore narrow gauge section as the requirements of the Kalabagh- 
IBannu and Kohat-Thal sections demand priority. 

(c) There is only one mixed train running in each direction daily on the 
section. The third class passenger accommodation provided on each train 
is three third class bogies. Four of the 17 third class bogies on this line 
already have closed sides and the Company concerned (on whose behalf the 
North’Western Eailway works this section) are being asked whether they 
will consent to the alteration of four more vehicles in order to provide the 
additional closed vehicles required on each train, and an allowance of two 
for repairs on ‘sick’ lines and periodical overhaul in the workshops. This 
would meet normal requirements for third class passenger traffic on this 
flection. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: [ believe the FTonourable Member himself has 
seen that railway and ho knows the inconvenience which the passengers 
undergo by travelling in open trucks during the hot and cold days. May I 
ask what is the remedy that the Honourable Member is going to adopt in 
order to see that convenience is afforded to fhem in preference to those 
where there is no such inconvenience? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I have told the Honourable Member 
in rny answer to part (c) that the Conipany is being asked whether they 
will consent to the alteration of four more vehicles. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member consider this pro¬ 
position that those carriages which have been constructed in Sind should be 
given to the Sind people for their convenience and should not be taken away 
•elsewhere? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: They must go where they are most 
needed. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member make enquiries 
to see whether some of them could be released from there and given to 
this line? 

The Honourable Sir 4ndrew Glow: If they had not been needed there, 
we would not have taken those steps. We are making arrangements which 
I hope will provide adequate accommodation for the normal traffic. 
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Communal Reservation both on Appointment and Confirmation of new 
Recruits on the North Western Railway. 

4. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways be pleased to state whether it is a fact that all new recruits are 
appointed to the North Western Railway service as temporary or in an 
officiating capacity, and that they are eligible for confirmation after a 
minimum probationary period of twelve months service; provided there 
are permanent vacancies? 

(b) Ts it a fact that in making these appointments, the ratio of reserved 
posts for the members of the minority communities is taken into considera¬ 
tion? 

(c) Are the confirmations made on the seniority, provided the candi¬ 
date for confirmation is fit, or a further communal reservation is made in 
the matter of confirmations also? If so. what is the reason for this double 
reservation? 

(d) Do Government propose to remove this double reservation, if any? 
If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Appointments of new recruits 
are made on the North Western Railway either in a temporary capacity 
or on 12 months probation. Persons appointed on probation to fill perma¬ 
nent vacancies are eligible for con fin nation when they complete satisfac¬ 
torily the probationary period. Those serving in a temporary capacity may 
at some future date be considei’cd together with outsiders for appointment 
to permanent vacancies; in the first instance on probation. 

(b) Yes, in direct recruitment to both temporary and permanent 
vacancies. 

(c) The confiynation of staff appointed on probation is made, subject 
to fitness, after the expiry of the probationary period, and involves no 
further application of the principle of communal reservation. The latter 
part does not arise. 

(d) Does not arise, 

Mr. L&lchand KaVAlrai: Will the Honourable Member please state whe¬ 
ther there is a rule that temporary and officiating men have to be made 
permanent after twelve months, and whether, in spite of this rule, very few 
men have been made permanent? Will the Honourable Member change 
the present policy and see that these temporary and officiating men are 
made permanent? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: No, Sir. I believe temporary men 
are made permanent when there are permanent vacancies for them. 

Maulana Zafar All Khan: What is the percentage of reservation in the 
-case of Muslims? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: For subordinates on the North West¬ 
ern Railway, the percentage is 60. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: Has this percentage been maintained? 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I think .very nearly. The Honour¬ 
able Member will find the exact figures in D’Sou/a report, copies of which 
have been made available to Honourable ^lembers. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Membei* assure me that 
there will be no double reservation when these subordinates are made 
permanent? Reservation has been given to them when they are recruited 
and when the question of confirmation comes, why should there be reserva¬ 
tion again? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: T would refer (he Honourable Mem¬ 
ber to the reply 1 have given to part (c) of his question. 

UN8TARKED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Special Pilgrim Passes required by Indian Pilgrims for Iran ani> 

Iraq. 

1. Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Firacha: (a) Will the Secretary 
for External Affairs please state whether Indian pilgrims proceeding from 
India to Iran and Jraq are required to take out special pilgrim passes before¬ 
leaving this country? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, are they required to 
pay any fee for the pilgrim pass taken at the ports? 

. (c) Are such pilgrims given any assistance by the Haj Committees at the- 
ports ? 

Mr. 0. K. Oaroe: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) The Haj Committees have been constituted pritnarily to assist 
pilgrims ]n’oceeding to the Hedjaz. 

Excess Payments by the Employees of the North Western Railway to 
THE Railway Medical Staff. 

2. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: With reference to the Honourable the Rail¬ 
way Member’s reply to starred question No. lo4, asked on ‘28rd February.. 
1940, will he be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that some of the Sub-Assistant and Assistant 

Surgeons on the North Western Railway were allowed two 
per cent, of the employee’s pay as medical attendance fees on 
contract system, instead of one per cent, as stated in the reply 
to the question referred to above, read in conjunction with 
paragraphs 501 and 502 of the State Railway Establishment 
Code, if so, why; 

(b) whetlier it is a fact that the deduction was made by the admi¬ 

nistration through employees’ salary bills; 

(c) whether his attention has been drawn to an article which appeared 

on the subject in the Railway Herald, Karachi, dated the 17th 
June, 1940, \inder the caption of “Illegal and irregular notifi¬ 
cation by the North Western Railway Medical Department”; 
if so, what action was taken to amend notification No. 10. 
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published in the North Western Railway Gazette, dated the 
7th June, 1940. to allow necessary refund of excess fees 
recovered: and 

(d) when the excess payments to the railway medical staff were 
discovered and how the same came to light? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) Except that the answer to which 
the Honourable Member refers did not. allude to the rate actually drawn, 
the answer to the first part is in the affirmative. The circumstances in 
which the higher rate was drawn are under examination. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The answer to the first part is in the affirmative. As regards the 
second part, the matter is being considered. 

(d) I have called for information and a reply will be laid on the table 
of the House. 

Attendance on Employees’ Families by Nurses employed in the Medical 
Department of the North Western Railway. 

3. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways be pleased to state whether nurses are employed in the medical 
department of the North Western Railway, and have to attend on em¬ 
ployees’ families at their homes, if required? If not, why not? 

(b) At stations where nurses are not employed, is there any arrange¬ 
ment with the civil medical department or local bodies for nurses to visit 
employees’ houses when called for? If not, why not? 

(c) What fees are the railway nurses entitled to when attending an 
employee’s family at his residence? Is this specified in any circular or 
administration order? If so, which? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow; (a) The reply to the first ])art is in 
affirmative and second part in the negative. As regards the last part, the 
rules for medical attendance do not provide for attendance on employees’ 
families by nurses. 

(b) None; as regards the latter part, I would refer the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber to my reply to last part of part (a) of the question. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Intervals fob Washing of the Passenger Carriages running on Branch 
Lines of the North Western Railway. 

4. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways be pleased to state after how many days the passenger carriages 
running on branch lines are washed? 

(b) Is it a fact that the ])eriod has been increased recently? If so, will 
the Honourable Member specify the period for each branch line separately 
on the North Western Railway? 

(o) Does the Honourable Member propose to issue instructions that all 
passenger carriages should bo w^ashed daily, or at the destination station 
where they are emptied after the run? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) Assuming that tlie Honom-alde 
Member refers to external washing and requires this information for the 
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North Western Railway only, the period varies from two to seven days 
according to the link run of passenger rakes. 

(b) In mail and other important passenger rakes there has been no 
increase in the periods between external washing but other rakes and sec¬ 
tional carriages have had their periods extended in conformity with a 
carriage and wagon reorganisation plan that has been carried out during 
the past five years. 

(cj It is not proposed to issue instructions that all passenger carriages 
should be washed externally daily because unjustifiable expendit\ire would 
be entailed by so doing. Internal cleansing is carried out at either desti¬ 
nation or home stations or both as circumstances warrant and no change 
has been made in this respect. 

Explanation of Railway Employees in case of Enhancement of 
Punishment already inflicted. 

5. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways please refer to his reply to starred question No. 129 asked on 23rd 
February, 1940, regarding obtaining of explanation of Railway employees 
in case of enhancement of punishment already inflicted, and state the 
result of his examination? 

(b) If any orders have been issued as a result thereof, will he please 
lay a copy of these orders on the table of the House? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) and (b). I lay on the table a 
copy of the orders issued. 

Topy of Railway Board’s letter No. E-40RG-61 (2), "dated the 18th September, 

1940. 

TinlvA rpffulntijhf r^iscipline and ritjhfs of appeal of non-gazetted railway servants . 

T am directed to state that the following amendments may be made to the Rules 
rei'ulatinc^ discipline and rights of appeal of non-gazetted railway servants: 

Role 21— 

Number the existing rule as sub-rule (a) and add the following as sub.rule (b). 

“When an appellate authority imposes a higher penalty than the one appealed 
again.st, a second appeal shall lie to the authority next above such 
api)ellate authority, provided, that no such second appeal shall lie if the 
higher penalty imposed by the appellate authority is within the compe¬ 
tence of the authority who imposed the original penalty on the railway 
servant.” 

Rule 22— 

Number the existing rule as sub-rule (a) and add the following as sub-rule (b) : 

“If the appellate authority proposes to enhance the penalty imposed by the 
subordinate authority, the former shall, before passing such orders ensure 
that the procedure prescribed in the above rule as being necessary before 
such penalty may be imposed, is or has been complied with.” 

Rule 25 — 

Substitute the following for the existing Rule 25 :— 

”25 (a) Nothing in these Rules shall preclude the Governor General in Council or 
other authority from revising, whether on hi.s own motion or otherwise, any order 
passed under these Rules by an authority subordinate to him. 

(b) When the authority referred to in (a) above, proposes to enhance the penalty 
imposed on a railway servant, otherwise than as the result of an appeal preferred to 
him. he shall communicate his intention to the railway servant concerned, with the 
reasons therefor, and call upon him to show cause as to why the enhanced penalty 
should not he imposed. After considering the reply of the railway servant to this 
communication, he shall pass such orders as he thinks fit.*' 
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Discharge op Staff controlled by the General Manager by the 
Divisional Superintendent of the North Western Railway. 

6. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to his predecessor’s reply to starred question No. 1257, asked 
on the 23rd March, 1939, regarding discharge of staff controlled by the 
General Manager by the Divisional Superintendent of the North Westein 
Railway, and lay on the table of the House a statement showing the 
information received by him? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The information is being laid on the 
table of the House today. 

Maximum Age Limit for all kinds of Training Courses at the Walton 

Training School. 

7. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways be pleased to slate whether the maximum age-limit for all kinds of 
training courses—qualifying, refresher or otherwise, at the Walton Train¬ 
ing School, Nortli Western Railway, Laliore Cantonment, has been fixed 
at 45 years? 

(b) Is it a fact that employees over the age of 45 were refused train¬ 
ing in course T-7 for Station Masters (senior) and Traffic Inspectors? 

(c) Is it a fact that employees over the age of 45 are sent up for T-18 
{Commercial Course)^? If so, why? 

(d) Does the Honourable Member propose to have uniformity in the 
matter of the age of 45 for all training courses at the Walton Training 
School? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) No; hut employees over 45 years 
of age are not ordinarily required to attend refresher courses. No age limit 
lias been prescribed for training courses. 

(b) Not so far as (lovornment are aware. 

(c) Yes, this course was originally a training course and has now been 
converted into a refresher course. It is considered tliat such employees 
can benefit by this course in spite of their being 45 years old. 

(d) No, because this would debar employees of over 45 years of age 
from qualifying themselves for promotion to higher posts. 


Publications of the Rules and Regulations governing the Non- 
Gazetted Railway Servants on State Railways. 

8. Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please state the particulars of publications of the rules and regulations 
governing the non-gazetted Railway Servants on State-managed Railways 
issued by the General Managers of the Eastern Bengal, the East Indian, 
the Great Indian Peninsula and the North Western Railways, the prices 
and from where they can be had and the dates of their publication? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: So far as 1 am aware, the only sets 
of rules of the type referred to which are issued in publications are those 
contained in the Walton Training School Calendar of the Railway School of 
Transportation, Chandausi and the Calendar of the Technical School, 



12 ' * LEOrSLA'JkvE ASSEMBLY [oTH NoV. 1040 

Jumalpur. The first of these Calendars can he obtained from the Superin¬ 
tendent, Walton Training; Scdiool, Jjahore, and the other two from the East 
Indian Bail way Press. They are annual publications. 

Numbers and Character of Non-Gazetted posts on certain State 

Railways. 

9. Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to Rule 34 of tlie State Railway p]stablishment Code and 
lay on the table of this House a statement showing the numbers and 
character (including scales of pay) of non-gazetted posts on the Eastern. 
Jlengal, the East Indian, the Great Indian Peninsula and the North 
Western Railways on the 31st October, 1940? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Government regret that it is not 
pi*acticable to undertake the research necessary for the compilation of 
statements of this character, but the Honourable Member will find such 
information as is readily available with the Government in respect of East 
Indian and Great Fndian Peninsula Railways in their Establishment Rolls 
fo'* the year 1939-40 and 1940-41 respectively, copies of which are in the 
Library of the House. 

Delegation of Power to make first Appointments in Non-Gazetted 
Posts on certain State Railways. 

10. Dr. P, N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to Rule 73 (d) of the State Railway Establishment Code and 
lay on the table of this House a statement of the character (including 
scales of pay) of non-gazetted posts for which the General Manager has- 
delegated the '‘power of authority competent to make first appointments” 
to an authority lower than him on the Eastern Bengal, the East Indian, 
the Great Indian Peninsula and the North Western Railways together 
with the dates of such delegations? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I am making inquiries and such in¬ 
formation as is readily available will be laid on the table of the House in 
due course. 

Grades for which Direct Recruitment is considered desirable on 

CERTAIN State Railways. 

11. Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to the concluding paragraph of Rule 1 of Appendix XXII of 
State Railway Establishment Code and lay on the table of this House a 
statement of the grades higher than the lowest, fixed by the General 
Managers, the Eastern Bengal, the East Indian, the Great Indian 
Peninsula and North Western Railways; and for which direct recruitment 
is considered desirable in the interests of the administration, together with 
the dates of such fixations? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I have called for information and a 
reply will be laid on the table of the House in due course. 

Republication of Indian Railways (Amendment) Bill (No. 28 of 1940) nr 
CERTAIN State Railway Gazettes. 

12. Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to Legislative Assembly Bill, further to amend the Indian^ 



UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


13 


Bailways Act, 1890, for certain purposes (No. 28 of 1940), published on 
page 197 of Part V of the Gazette of India, dated 6th April, 1940, and 
state: 

(a) the number and date of the Gazettes of the Eastern Bengal, 

the East Indian, the Great Indian Peninsula and the North 
Western Kailway Administrations’ in which .the said Bill 
was reproduced for the interest and the information of the 
staff; if it has not been reproduced, the reason therefor; 

(b) the source from which the staff on roadside and remote stations 

may acquaint themselves of measures affecting their welfare; 
and 

(c) whether Government propose to instruct these Administrations 

to reproduce all Bills and Acts in their respective Gazettes 
for the guidance and information of their staff; if not, why 
not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) I have not received informa¬ 
tion of any such publication; there is no rule requiring the reproduction 
of Bills in Railway gazettes. 

(b) Various media are available, depending on the nature of the 
measures taken to benefit the staff. 

(c'). No, because this is not regarded as necessary. Most Acts and 
Bills of the Legislatures do not particularly concern railway servants 
as such, and there is no reason for supposing that railway servants gen¬ 
erally remain ignorant of any changes in their conditions of service. 

Selection Posts or Selection Grades specified by the General 
Managers on certain State Railways. 

13. Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to the note to rule 2 (vi) of Appendix XXII of the State Railway 
Establishment Code and lay a statement of the selection posts or selec¬ 
tion grades in the cadre of e«ach branch or department specified by the 
General Managers, the Eastem Bengal, the East Indian, the Great Indian 
Peninsula and the North Western Railways, together with the* dates of 
such specification? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The statement laid on the table 
today in accordance with the reply given to Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali’s 
unstarred question No. 11 of the 6th February, 1940, gives the parti¬ 
culars of the grades required. If the dates of the specifications are readily 
available they will be furnished at a later date. 

Procedure for Confirmation on the Expiry of Probattionary Period 

ON State Railways. 

14. Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to rule 3 of Appendix XXIT of State Railway Establishment 
Code and state the procedure for confirmation on the expiry of the period 
of probation, if confirmation is not made automatically after that period? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Staff are ordinarily confirmed by 
the authority competent to do so after the expiry of the probationary 
period of 12 months, proV?dM their work is reported to be satisfactory. 
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Pbocbdurb for making Appointments and Promotions in Non-Sblbotion: 
Posts or Non-SelbOtion Grades after the initial Appointment on 
CERTAIN State Railways. 

16. Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to rule 5 of Appendix XXII of State Railway Establishment 
Code and state whether a selection, subsequent at any stage of the service,, 
lor making appointments and promotions in Non-Selection Posts or Non- 
Selection Grades in the cadre of a branch or department after the initial 
appointment has been made on a selection-cum-examination method ia 
considered necessary; what is the '‘any other class ’ for which the General 
Managers, the Eastern Rengal, the East Indian, the Great Indian Peninsula 
and the North Western Railways, have prescribed the selection-cwm-exami- 
nation method together with the date of such prescription? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 am not altogether clear as to the 
information required, but if the Honourable Member desires to know 
whether selection is* applied in promoting to non-selection posts, men 
who have already been subject to a process of selection, the answer is- 
that promotion to grades for which no form of selection is required is not 
made by selection. Staff are required, however, to possess the qualifica¬ 
tions necessary for the post and those who do not possess these or have 
shown themselves in other ways unfit for advancement are not promoted. 
Government have no record of any prescriptions made under the note to 
the rule referred to by the Honourable ^Member; such prescriptions would 
apply only to initial recruitment and not to promotion. 

Subsidiary Rules made by the General Managers of certain State 

Railways and Relaxations or Modifications in them. 

16. Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to Rule 79 of Appendix XXIT of State Railway Establishtnent 
Code and lay on the table of this House: 

(a) the subsidiary rules made by the General Managers, the Easterni 

Bengal, the East Indian, the (ireat Indian Peninsula and the 
North Western Railways, together with the dates when they 
were made; and 

(b) a stiitement in respect of relaxation or modification of those rules. 

showing inter (din : 

(i) the number of the rule in which relaxation or modification is 

made ; 

(ii) the extent of relaxation or modification ; 

(iii) the date of relaxation or modification; 

(iv) reasons recorded for that relaxation or modification; and 

(v) under whose ])ower or order the relaxation or modification is 

made or carried out? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) I have called for these rules and 
propose to lay them on the table of the House in due course. 

(b) T regret that I cannot undertake the research necessary to furnish 
the particulars mentioned. 

Certain Record of Non-Gazetted Railway Servants in the MoradabaD' 
Division of the East Indian Railway. 

17. Dr. P, N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to rule 695 of State Railway Establishment Code and lay on 
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the table of this House a copy of the record for the period from 1st. 
January, 1940 to Slst October, 1940, of iion-gazetted railway servants 
maintained by the Divisional Superintendent, Moradabad Division, on the- 
East Indian Eailway? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The record contemplated by this, 
rule relates to each individual case; it is not a register. Government 
regret that they cannot agree to lay the records in disciplinary cases on 
the table of the House. 

“ Letter Post Delivery ” from Post Offices in the Delhi Province.. 

18. Dr. P. N, Banerjea: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Com¬ 
munications please state the minimum and maximum distance of “Letter- 
Post Delivery” from the (i) Delhi General Post Office, and (ii) New Delhi 
Post Office? 

(b) Will he please state the names of the post offices in Delhi Province 
from where that Delivery is made, together with the distance from those- 
post offices? 

(c) Is it a fact that letters addressed to “Shahdara-Delhi” are detained' 
in “Delhi General Post Office” for over twenty-four hours before they are- 
delivered from Sliahdara Sub-Office? If so, why? 

Sir Ourunath Bewoor: (a) and (h). There is no minimum dis¬ 
tance prescribed for delivery. A statement showing the names of the- 
delivery offices in Delhi Province and the maximum distances up to which 
delivery is made from them is attached. 

^c) The reply to the first part is in tlu‘ negative; the second part does 
not arise. 


Statement shmmng the delivery offices in Delhi Province and the maximum distances- 
up to which deliveries are made from those offices • 


Post Offices . 

Delhi H. O.. 

New Delhi S. O. 

Delhi Cloth Mills ......... 

Delhi Shahdara ......... 

Delhi Cantonment ........ 

Birla Lines . . . . . . . 

Agricultural Research Institute ...... 

Badli. 

Mehrauli .......... 

Najafgarh .......... 

Jangpura . ......... 

Palam .......... 

Alipur .......... 

Nangloi .......... 

Khera Garhi ......... 

Narela 

Badarpur, Chiragh Delhi, Bijwasan, Delhi Pottery, Ishwar- 
nagar, Masjid Moth, Okhla, Naraina, Shakur Basti, Mahpal- 
pur, Jamia Nagar, Bawana Qurukul, Jnder Prastha. 


Distance . 
4*05 miles. 
4*0.5 miles. 
.3 * 5 miles. 
2 miles. 

2 miles. 


) 


Less than a 
mile. 

10 miles. 

8 miles. 

8 miles. 

6 miles. 


.5 miles- 


5 miles. 


4 miles. 
1 mile. 

1 mile. 


} 


Less than a 
mile. 
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Seniority of certain Subordinate Staff on the East Indian Railway. 

19. Dr. P. N. Banerjea: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer (i) to Rules 3, 4, 5 and 6 of Appendix XVIII of State Railway 
Establishment Code and (ii) to j'age 9 [Accounts Department—(Contd.)> 
Inspector of Station Accounts—(Contd.), Old East Indian Railway Grade 
III—Rs. 140—10—330, and State Railway Junior Grade I —Rs. 120—15— 
270, and Revised Grade—Rs. 150—15—270] of the East Indian Railway 
Classified List of Subordinate Stall of all Departments on Scales of Pay 
rising to Rs. 250 and above—corrected up to 30t]i Se})tember, 1930—and 
state the names shown in the Classified List in order of seniority? 

(b) Will he please state the dates on which the orders under Rules 4, 5 
and 6 were communicated to the staff whose seniority has been affected 
by those orders? If those orders were not communicated, what were the 
reasons therefor? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Necessary information is being col¬ 
lected and will be laid on the table of the House in due course. 

With-holding of Memorials, Petitions, etc., of Non-Gazetted Railway 

Servants by the Divisional Superintendent, Moradabad Division 

OF the East Indian Railway. 

20. Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
j)lease refer to : 

(a) the information given on the 19th July, 1034 in reply to uii- 

starred question No. 140, asked in this House on the 6th 
March, 1934; 

(b) the reply given to starred question No. 1626, asked in this 

House on the 6th April, 1935; and 

(c) the reply given to starred question No. 1712, asked in this 

House on the 17th April, 1936, and lay on the table of this 
House a statement showing the particulars of petitions, re¬ 
presentations, memorials and appeals (separately) made by 
the non-gazetted Railway Servants between 1st January, 
1939 and 31st October, 1940 (or as far as available) to autho¬ 
rities higher than Divisional Superintendent, which were with¬ 
held by the Divisional Superintendent, Moradabad Division, 
on the East Indian Railway, and the reason recorded by the 
Divisional Superintendent for withholding them? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a), (b) and (c). As regards peti¬ 
tions and memorials, the information available with Government shows 
that no petitions or memorials were withheld by the Divisional Super¬ 
intendent, Moradabad Division, during the period 1st January, 1930 to 
30th June, 1940. Government receive no returns of appeals and other 
representations made to Divisional Superintendents. As regards appeals, 
the attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply to the 
following question. 

'Certain Quarterly Statement forwarded by the Divisional 
Superintendent, Moradarad Division of the East Indian Railway. 

21. Dr, P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to Rule 708 of the State Railway Establishment Code and lay 
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on the table of this House a copy of the n statement forwarded quarterly 
since 1st January, 1939, by the Divisional Superintendent, Moradabad 
Division, East Indian Kailway? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I regret that I cannot agree to lay 
on the table of the House statements which contain particulars, of indi¬ 
vidual cases; but if it will serve the Honourable Members purpose to 
know the number of appeals so withheld, the information will be secured. 


Disadvantages of the Staff of Company-managed Section of the Ivsst 

Indian Railway trained at the Railway School of Transportation, 

Chandausi. 

22. Dr. P. N. Banerjea: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please state, after enquiry from the East Indian Railway whether it is a 
fact that before 1929 the staff who received the training in Transportation 
Courses at the Railway School of Transportation, Chandausi, and were 
declared successful, were considered qualilied for the posts of Station 
Masters, Inspectors and higher posts? 

(b) Is it a fact that before 1929 the staff of the company managed sec¬ 
tion were never trained at that school? 

(c) Is it a fact that in 1928 it was considered that the staff of the 
company managed section which qualified from that school were not consi¬ 
dered qualified in coaching and goods accounts? 

(d) Is the order to qualify in coaching and goods accounts, published 
in paragraph 654 of East Indian Railway Gazette No. 21, dated the 23rd 
May, 1928, retrospective in effect? If so, why, and where is it stated? 

(e) What are the reasohs for compelling the staff who qualified in that 
school in coaching and goods Accounts Examinations, to pass that Examina* 
tion again and again> 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I have called for information. A 
reply will be laid on the table of the House in due course. 

Scope of Exemption of Staff from attending Refresher Courses at 
Area Schools on State Railways. 

23. Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to Rule 14 of Appendix XXII (page 377) of the Stato Railway 
Establishment Code and state whether the exemption to staff after 45 years 
of age from attending Refresher Courses at Area Schools Does not mean 
that they are exempted from oral examinations by officers under whom they 
are serving fot the time being? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Not necessarily. I would add that 
administrations are not precluded from sending men over 45 for refresher 
courses when that is deemed advisable. 

Calculation of Period of Sick Leave on the State Railways. 

24. Dr. P. N, Banerjea: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to Annexure No. I to Appendix VIII (page 311) of the State 
Railway Establishment Code and state whether the period “from date of 



IS • LBGISikTIVB ASSBMBLV [6 th NoV. 1940 

sick certificate to date of fit certificate’* is to be treated as leave granted 
under Fundamental Buie 101, read with Supplementary Buies 269 to 273? 

The honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The answer is in the negative. A 
recommendation by a medical officer is not a sanction to leave and con¬ 
veys no right to leave. The period of leave depends on the sanction 
actually given by the authority competent to sanction the leave. 


Calculation of Period of Sick Leave on the State Railways. 

25. Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to Annexure No. II to Appendix VIII (page 312) of the State 
Railway Establishment Code and state whether the period of **Sick leave 
recommended’* is to be treated as leave granted under Fundamental Buie 
81? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The answer is in the negative. The 
attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply given to the 
preceding question. 

Seniority of Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the East Indian 

Railway. 

26. Dr. P. N. Banerjea: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Railwayii 
please state how the seniority of old Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the 
East Indian Railway drawing Rs. 160 pay in the scale of Rs. 130—10—160 
on the 1st June, 1981, w:is fixed vis-a-vis those Travelling Ticket Inspectors 
who were drawing Rs. 95 pay in the scale of Rs. 64—5—95 on that date? 

(b) Is it a fact lliat those old Travelling Ticket Inspectors who were 
drawing Rs. 100 on the 1st June, 1931, were superseded by those Travelling 
Ticket Examiners who were drawing Rs. 95 only on that date? 

(c) Will the Honourable Member please state the rule under which 
such supersession is permissible? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) All posts in the scale of Rs. 
130—10—160 drawn by Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the former Oudh 
and Rohilkund Railway were abolished on the 1st June, 1931, and the 
individuals holding the posts were absorbed in posts on Rs. 64—5—95 
under the Moody-Ward scheme. Staff so absorbed were ranked for pur¬ 
poses of seniority on pay and length of service, continuous temporary ser¬ 
vice of more than 12 months being treated as permanent. 

(b) There were no Travelling Ticket Inspectors drawing Rs. 100 on the 
1st June, 1931. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Circular Instructions fob Grant of Gratuity to Non-Gazetted Staff 
in Lucknow Division of the East Indian Railway. 

27. Dr. P. N. Banerjea: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to circular letter No. E.-l-B.-96-Sett., dated the 12th January, 
1940, issued by the Divisional Superintendent, East Indian Railway, 
Lucknow, and state what is the requisite standard for non-gazetted staff 
(other than good, efficient, faithful and continuous service) to merit full 
gratuity 
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(b) What is the particular provision made in the State Kailway Estab¬ 
lishment Code for the requisite standard? 

(c) Do Government propose to set aside that circular and to order that 
the staff who had rendered good, efficient, faithful and continuous service, 
^nd* admitted for grant of gratuity should be granted full gratuity ? If nob 
why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a), (b) and (c). I am procuring a 
copy of the circular referred to and shall reply to this question after con 
sidering it. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Information promised in reply to starred question No. 1257, asked hy 
Mian Ghulam Kadir Muhammad Shahban, on che 23rd March, 1939. 

Dfsen.ARGE OF Staff controlled by the General Manager by the 
Divisional Superintendent on the Nop.tu Western Kailwav. 

(a) In practice this power has been exercised by Divisional Officers with the formal 
approval of the General Manager. 

(b) The administration has held that senior scale officers have the power of 
appointing subordinate staff. 

(c) It is presumed that tlie Honourable Member refers to item 104 (viii) of the 
Schedule of Powers of Divisional Superintendents, which was re-numbered item 66 in 
1939. If so, the answer is in the affirmative. 

(d) The Honourable Member is referred to the answer to part (b) above. The 
question of restricting the powers of appointment of senior scale officers, as regards 
aenior subordinates is under consideration. 


Information promised in reply to the last part of part (/) of starred question 
No. 1344, asked by Mr. Muhammad Azhar Alt, on the 28th March, 
1939. 


Assistant Surgeons on the North Western Railway. 

The seniority of Military Assistant Surgeons vis-a-vis Railway Assistant Surgeons 
is dependent on th *3 scale or grade of pay applicable Those lent to the railway 
before 1st April, 1931 had the option of either retaining their military scales of 
pay or electing the scale of pay applicable to Railway Assistant Surgeons. The 
scale of pay sanctioned for Railway Assistant Surgeons applies to all those who join 
.a Railway on or after Ist April 1931. 

On tho North Western and Eastern Bengal Railways, those who retained the 
military scales of pay or were appointed on the revised grades of pay had their 
seniority determined on the basis of pay. Those who elected or are governed by 
railway time scales of pay had their seniority determined by crediting them with 
the number of years’ service it would have taken them to rise, by those scales, to the 
pay they drew on entering railway service. 

On the East Indian Railway, the Military Assistant Surgeons and Railway Assistant 
Surgeons have not been placed on a common seniority list. 

There is only one Military Assistant Surgeon on the Great Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 
way; his seniority was determined bv his total length of service in the Railway 
Department and in the Indian Medical Department. ^ 

B 2 



* % 

20 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [5th NoV. 1940 

Information promised in reply to unstarred question No, 11, asked by 
Mr, Muhammad Azhar AU, on the 6th February, 1940. 

Selection Posts or Selection Grades on State Kailways. 

I lay on the table of the House a statement jhowing the selection posts and their 
revised scales of pay on the Eastern Bengal, East Indian, Great Indian Peninsula and 
North Western Railways. It may be added that the grades and posts on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway are now under scrutiny and are subject to possible revision. 


Statement showing the selection posts and their scales of pay on the. Fjostern Bengci^ 
Fast Indian, Great Indian Peninsula and North Western Failways. 

EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 

Designation. Scales of pay. 

Rs. 

General Manaoeb*s Office. 

Assistant Secretary, Office Superintendent. . . 400 

Section Superintendent ...... 230 

Clerks ......... 140 

Stenographers ....... 230, 200, 180 

General Inspector ....... 200 

Statistical Office. 

Office Superintendent ...... 360 

Assistant Superintendent, Statistical Inspector . . 200 

Sub-head ........ 140 

Clerks, Class ........ 100—10/2—120 


Enqinbebinq Department. 


Permanent Way Inspector 

Assistant Permanent Way Inspector 
Inspector of Works .... 

Bridge Inspector, Office Superintendent 
Junior Bridge Inspector .... 
Assistant Bridge Inspector, Assistant Calculator 
Signal Inspector and Block Signal Inspector 


Assistant Signal Inspector and Assistant Block 
Inspector ...... 

Chief Clerk ...... 

Clerks ........ 

Stenographer ..... 


Typist . 

Chief Draftsman 
Draftsman 
Head Calculator 
Assistant Foreman 


400, 350, 300, 260, 230, 20G, 
180, 160 

140, 100—10/2—120 

230, 200, 180, 160, 140, lOG— 
10 / 2—120 

400 

350 

180 

400, 350, 300, 260, 230, 200 

180, 160, 140, 100—10/2—120. 
230, 200 

160, 140, 100—10/2—120 
200, 160, 100—10/2—120, 66— 
6/2—85 
66 — 6 / 2—86 
300 

140, 100—10/2—120 
200 

360, 300 
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EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY—conerf. 

Designation. Scales of pay. 

Ra. 


Tbafpio Department. 


Traffio Inspector and Junior Traffio Inspector , 
Station Superintendent, Transhipment Foreman 
Station Master, Imp. ‘ C ‘ B ‘ A ’ and Special 

Assistant Station Master, Imp..... 

Cabin Master ...... 

Ooods Supervisor and Junior Gkiods Supervisor . 


350, 300, 260, 200 
400 

350, 300, 200, 200, 100—10/2— 
120 

230, 200, 180 
230 

400, 300, 230, 180, 100—10/2— 
120 


Luggage Supervisor, Head Booking Clerk, Cash Witness 180 
Platform Supervisor ...... 200, 160 

District Controller Grades I and H . . . • 400, 350 

Assistant Traffic Controllers. 160, 140, 100—10/2—120 

Yard Master ........ 350 

Yard Inspector ....... 260, 230 

Assistant Yard Master ...... 230, 200, 160, 140, 100—10/2 

—120 


Head Ticket Collector, Head Signaller, Booking, Parcel, 
Weight, Goods and Trains Clerks, Assistant Instruc¬ 
tor (B. S.) and Commercial Instructor, Sub-Inspector 
(Fire Brigade), Guard Class ‘ C Office Clerk Class 
E. 

Commercial Inspector ...... 

Assistant Commercial Instructor .... 


100 — 10 / 2—120 

300, 260, 200, 160, 140, 100— 
10 / 2—120 

260, 200, 100, 140, 100—10/2— 
120 


Chief Clerk .... 
Clerk ..... 
Instructor (B. S.) . 

Inspector, Watch and Ward 
Senior and Junior Inspector Crows 
Crew-in-charge 

Assistant Transhipment Foreman 


200 

180, 160, 140 
140 

350, 260, 230, 200 
200, 140 

65-5/2—854-20 T. A. 

230, 160, 140, 100—10/2—120 


Mechanical Department. 


Foreman and Shed Foreman ..... 400, 350, 300 


Assistant Foreman, Senior Valve-motion Inspector, 
Assistant Electrical Foreman, ‘ A ’ Grade Draughts¬ 
man ...•••••• 

Ghargeman ..•••••• 

Junior Chargeman and Head Time Keeper 
Assistant Shod Foreman ..... 

Head Train Examiners ...... 

Train Examiner 

Train Examiner (Vacuum Brake) .... 

Stenographer ....... 

Electric Foreman, Boiler Inspector and Loco. Inspector 


300 

135—15/2—180 
lOa-10/2—120 
230, 135—15/2—180 
400, 300, 260, 230 
160, 140, 100—10/2—120 
160 

200, 160, 100—10/2—120 
400, 350 
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EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY—conc^c?. 


Designation. 

Scales of pay. 


R^. 

Mechanical Department — contd. 

Shedman ....... 

140, lOCh-10/2—120 

Electric Chargeman ..... 

180, 160 

Chief Clerk. 

230, 200 

Head Clerk and Budget Clerk .... 

140 

Clerk ........ 

100—10/2—120 

Office Superintendent, Assistant Chit f Draughtsman 

350 

Senior Draughtsman ..... 

260, 230 

Draughtsman ...... 

100—10/2—120—15/2—180, 100 
—10/2—120 

Head Typist ....... 

65—5/2—85 



Stores Department. 

Chief Assistant 

400 

Store Keeper . 

350, 260 

Assistant Store Keeper 

160, 140 

Ward Keeper. 

65—5/2—85—5—100/2—Effi. 
ciency bar—100—10/2—120 

Office Superintendent 

300 

Chief Clerk . 

260, 230 

Clerk 

180, 140, 100—10/2—120 

Tindal . 

30—2—40 

Typist . 

65—5/2—85 

Stenographer 

200 


EAST 

INDIAN RAILWAY. 


Operating Department. 

Time Table Inspector 

. 350, 300, 260, 200 

Movement Inspector 

. 200—10—250 (1928> 

Transportation Inspector. 

. ‘ 350, 300, 260, 200 

Divisional Transit Inspector 

. 350, 300, 260, 200 

Telegraph Traffic Inspector 

. 200 

Station Superintendents . 

. 400 

Deputy Station Superintendents 

. 300 

Station Master (higher grade) . 

. 360 

Yard Masters 

. 360, 300, 260, 230 

Head Signallers of the Divisional Headquarters Offices 140, 100—10/2—120 

Boiler Inspector 

. 350—400 

Train Lighting Inspector 

. 300, 260 

Transportation Inspector, Stock 

. 300, 260 

Coal Transportation Inspector . 

. 280—20—500 
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Designation. Scales of pay. 


Operating Department— contd . 


Rs, 


Weighment Inspector ...... 

Controllers ........ 

Running Shed Foremen ...... 

Assistant Running Shed Foremen .... 

Power Transport Inspector including staff and Mainte¬ 
nance ......... 

Trial Engine Inspector ...... 

Senior Fuel Inspector ...... 

Junior Fuel Inspector ...... 

Inspector Fitter ....... 


160—10—260 
350, 260 

400, 350, 300, 260 
230, 200 


350 

350 

300 

200 

425 


Commercial Department. 


Goods Inspector, Goods Accountant, Howrah 
Chief Inspector (Tickets) ..... 

Claims Inspectors ....... 

Re-weighment Inspector ...... 

Goods Supervisor (JHowrah Goods) .... 

Head goods clerk (Howrah Goods) .... 

Goods Clerks (Howrah Goods and Ramkirstoporo) 
Inspectors (Commercial) ...... 

Advertising Inspectors ...... 

Head Parcel Clerk, Howrah ..... 

Assistant Parcel Clerk, Luggage and Parcel Supervisors, 
Assistant Goods Accountant, Howrah 
Chief Accountant and Booking Clerk, Howrah . 


260 

180 

230, 200, 180, 160, 140 
65—6/2—85 
260 
160 

100 — 10 / 2—120 
230, 200 
160 
180 


100 — 10 / 2—120 

140 


Engineering Department. 

Inspector of Works and Bridge Inspectors . . 400, 350, 300, 260, 230 

Permanent Way, Signal and Block Signal Inspectors . 400, 350, 300, 260, 230 

Signal and Block Signal Inspectors .... 400, 350, 300, 260 

Conservancy and Sanitary Inspectors . . . 180, 160, 140, 100—10/2—120 

Electrical Department. 

Electrical Inspectors and Electrical Foremen . . 400 


Electrical Superintendents ..... 400, 350 

Assistant Electrical Foremen ..... 260 

Chargemen ........ 200 

Mechanical Department. 

Workshop Foremen ...... 400, 360 

Boiler Inspectors ....... 400 

Assistant Workshop Foremen ..... 260, 230 

Chargemen ..200 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—coneW. 

Designation. Scales of pay. 

Rs. 

Printing Department. 

Overseer , . . • • • • .300 

Foremen 230, 160 

Sub-Store Keeper, Hoad Reader and Head Mechanic . 160 


Chief Assistants 
Depot Store Keepors 
Assistant Depot Store Keepers 


Store Department. 

. 400 

. 350, 2G0 

. 230, 100 


All Departments. 


Office Superintendents 
Chief Clerks .... 
Head Clerks .... 
First Assistants 

Head Draftsmen 

Draftsmen Engineering Department 


400, 350, 260, ISO 
400. 260 

260, 230, 200, 160, 140 

160, 140, 100—10/2—120, 65 
5/2—85 
300, ISO, 160 
100 — 10 / 2 — 12 <» 


GREAT INDIAN PENINSULA RAILWAY. 

General Manager’s Office. 


Head Clerks . 
•Senior Clerks . 
Clerks . 

Lady Stenographer 


300 

250 


200, 160, 120 
250 


Accounts Department. 


Senior Inspector of Station Accounts and 
countants ..... 
Junior Accountants 
Stenographer .... 

Sub Heads ..... 
Senior Inspector of Stores Accounts . 
Junior Inspector of Station Accounts 
Junior Inspector of Station Accoimts 
Stock Verifiers . , . . . 


Senior Ac- 

. 400, 350, 300, 275, 250* 

. 225, 200, 176, 150* 

. 150—10—200 

. 150, 120* 

, 250—16—325—26/3—350 

. 225, 176, 150 

. 225, 200, 175, 150, 130* 

. 160, 140, 120, 100* 


Cash and Pay Department. 

Assistant Cashier ....... 400 

Sub Cashier ........ 250 

Head Clerk ........ 140 

♦Initial grade for selection. 
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Designation. Scales of pay. 


Rs. 

Engineering Department. 


Supervisors ........ 

300 

Inspector of Works, Septic Tanks .... 

350 

Inspector of Works ...... 

260, 200 

General Foreman, Structural Foreman, Signal and 
Interlocking Inspectors and P. W. Inspectors 

400 

Office Superintendent ...... 

350 

Olerks ......... 

300, 2.'30. 

Hoad Draftsman ....... 

300, 250, 160 

Draftsman, Custodian, Plumber 

250 

Chawl Superintendent ...... 

200 

Depot Storekeepers. ...... 

lOO 

0 

Transportation Department. 

Office Suporintondent ...... 

350 

Heads of Sections ....... 

300 

Head Clerks ........ 

250 

Clerks ......... 

200, 160, 12o 

Station Superintendent ...... 

450 

Transportation Inspectors, foremen (Traction) Mecha¬ 
nical Foremen, Carriage Branch Foremen, Chief Tele¬ 
graph Inspector, Foremen, Byculla 

400 

Deputy Station Superintendent, Controllers, Junior 
Assistant Foremen (Traction Branch), Loco. Inspec¬ 
tor (Traction) ....... 

300 

Station Masters ....... 

350, 300, ISO, 

Assistant Station Masters ..... 

275, 160 

Yard Foremen ....... 

300, 180 

Assistant Yard Foremen, Assistant Controllers . 

275, 180 

Chargomen, Electrical, Mechanical and Outside (Trac¬ 
tion) ........ 

260, 140 

Head Train Examiner (Traction) Inspector, Sub-sta¬ 
tion, Leading Stoker ...... 

225 

Train Examiner, Engine Examiners, Head Linemen 
(Traction) ........ 

140 

Senior Inspector and Inspector Overhead Equipment 

180 

Bond Tester, Electrical Inspector .... 

160 

Power Controller ....... 

375, 350 

Switch Board Attendant ...... 

160, 110, 80 

Senior Turbin Driver ...... 

250 

Assistant Turbine Driver ..... 

160, no 

Auxiliary Plant Attendant ..... 

no, 80, 60 

Shift Stokers ........ 

140, 100, 80 

Loco. Foremen 

400, 350 

Loco. Inspector ....... 

400, 375 

Assistant Loco. Foreman ..... 

300, 275 
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Designation. Scales of 

Rs. 

Transportation Department— contd . 


Head Fitter and Boilermaker Chargeman . . . 300 

Fitter and Boilermaker Chargeman .... 300,200,120 

Carriage Inspector, Chief Telegraph Traffic Inspector . 360 

Head Train Examiners ...... 276, 260, 225 

Assistant Foreman, Byculla ..... 275 

Head Cabin Supervisor . . . . .160 

Head Signaller, V. T. Bombay . . .120 

Commercial Department. 

Office Superintendent, Chief Crew Inspector . . 350 

Chief Rates Clerk, Chief Ticket Inspector, Chief Goods 
Inspector and Senio? Commercial .... 400 

Heads of Sections ....... 300, 250, 200 

Chief Clerks. 200, 160 

Chief Ticket Inspector, Senior Commercial Inspector 
and Chief Goods Inspector ..... 400 

Goods Inspector ....... 400, 275, 225 

Train Conductor ....... 300 

District Coromorcial Inspector . , . . ~ . 225 

Assistant Commercial Inspector . . . .160 

Inspector (Watch and Ward) ..... 250 


Mechanical Department. 

Chief Clerk (B., E. & I.), (Staff), (General) and (Store). 400, 300, 250 

Leading Draftsman (Loco.) & (C. & W.) and Parel and 

Matunga workshops ...... 350, 300 

Draftsman (Elec.) ....... 250 

Progress Supervisor (Elec.) ..... 200 

Laboratory Assistant, Dynamometer Car Assistant . 360 

Boiler Inspectors, Electrical Foremen, Foremen Parel, 

Jhansi and Matunga Workshops and planner and 
Rate Fixer Parel, Workshops .... 400 

Chief Clerk, Parel, Jhansi and Matunga Workshops . 200 

Assistant Foreman, Parel, Jhansi Workshops, Yard 
Supervisor, Parel, Jhansi and Matunga Workshops, 

Chargemen (Covenanted), Parel and Jhansi Work¬ 
shops .... .... 360 

Chief Timekeeper, Parel, Jhansi and Matunga Workshops 300 

Chargemen (A & B. Class), Parel, Jhansi and Matunga 
Workshops and Electrical Chargeman, Electrical 
Repair Shop, Matunga ..... 276, 200 

Electrical Inspector ...... 300, 260, 200 

Sub-station Operators . . . . . .160 

Test Room Assistant ...... 200, 160 

Electrical Chargeman, D. D. Jhansi & Bhusaval . 260 
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Designation. 


Stores Department. 


Scales of pay. 
Rs. 


Contract and Depot Superintendents . . . 400 

Assistant Depot Superintendents .... 325 

Head Clerk.300 

Supervisors, A» B, C & D. . . . . . 260, 200, 160, 120 


Medical Department. 


Assistant Surgeons (10 per cent) 
Chief Clerk .... 
Matron ..... 


360, 300, 260, 225 

300 

270 


NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY. 


Transportation Traffic and Commercial Branch. ' 


Traffic Inspector 
Station Superintendent . 
Dy, Station Superintendent 
Station Master 
Assistant Station Master 
Yard Supervisor 
Chief Controllers 
Deputy Controllers 
Assistant' Controller 
Litigation Inspector 
Claims Inspector 


360, 300 

400 

360 

360, 300, 260 
200 

260, 230 
360 
300 
230 
200 

180, 160, 140 


Transportation (Power) and Mechanical Branch. 

Loco. Inspector ....... 400 

Carriage and Wagon Inspector Viceregal Train . . 360, 300 


Office Clerical Staff. 


Office Superintendents .... 

Superintendent ..... 

Assistant Superintendents and BLead Clerks 
Clerks ....... 

Stenographers ..... 


400 

360 

230 

200 

160, 140, 130. 


Information 'promised in reply to parts (6), (c), (d) and (e) of starred 
question No. 47, asked by Mr- H. M. Abdullah, on the 9th February, 
1940. 

Allegations of Cobkuption against a clerk in the Divisional Office, 

Rawalpindi. 

(b) So far as Government are aware, only one employee, in his evidence before 
the Court of Enquiry, made an allegation against a clerk on the Rawalpindi Division 
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of having received an illegal gratification from him. The Court of Enquiry did not 
investigate this allegation nor did they make any such recommendation as is referred 
to by the Honourable Member. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The clerk was reduced as a lesult of certain inquiries into an attempt to 
bribe him. No gold necklace was accepted by the clerk; a necklace said to have been 
intended for him was intercepted. 

(e) The clerk has not been working in the Establishment Section since 1938; the 
latter part does not arise. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 48^ ashed by Mr. 
Lalchand Navalrai, on the 9th February^ 1940. 

Invoice Typists on the North Western Railway. 

(a) and (b). The case for the provision of more higher grade appointments on the 
Karachi Division has been reviewed and 5 posts of Invoice Typists in Grade II have 
been created in place of 5 posts of Grade I. 

(c) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. With regard to the latter 
part, the honourable member is referred to the reply to parts (a) and (b) above. 


Information promisefj in reply to unstarred question No. 24, asked by 
Mr. Miibnm }a((d Azhar All, on the loth February, 1940. 

Duties of Assistant Officers and Transportation Inspectors on State 

Railways, 

As regards the first part, a statement giving the required information is placed 
on the table of the House. As regards the second part, the answer is in the negative. 
The number of Assistant Officers on Railways is under constant scrutiny by the 
Railway Board and similarly the number of Transportation Inspectors is scrutinised 
periodically by the Raihvav^ Administrations with a view to economy in administra¬ 
tive charges. The last part does not arise. 


Statement of duties of Assistant OfficeTs [Transportation) and Inspectors [Transporta- 
tion) on Eastern Bengal, East Indian, Great Indian Peninsula and North Western 
Eaihvays. 


EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 


Duties of Assistant Officers (Transporta¬ 
tion). 

1. Supervision of Control office. 

2. Supply and movement of coaching 
stock. 

3. Punctuality of all trains. 

4. Supply of goods stock. 

5. (a) Observance of all daily Head 
Office orders regarding interchange 
of goods stock with neighbouring 
Railways and 

[b) Control of goods and coal traffic 
and supply of necessary empties to 
transhipment points. 

*6. Examination of daily stock statements. 

7. Control and supply of special type 
stock. 

8. Control and movement of petrol and 
oil tanks. 

9. Demurrage and wharfage cases. , 

10. Examination of wagon detention state¬ 
ments. 


Duties of Inspectors (Transportation). 

1. To conduct half-yearly and quarterly 
inspection of stations. 

2. To move constantly over his section 
and see that the staff are conversant 
with and observe all General, Subsidiary 
or local rules. 

3. To check all matters connected with 
the punctuality and economical working 
of trains. 

4. To see to all matters connected with the 
comfort and convenience of passengers. 

6. To check all registers and records 
relating to the movement of trains, 
attendance of staff, wagons detentions. 

6. To carry out night inspections once 
a week. 

7. To arrange to attend subordinate and 
joint enquiries as ordered. 
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Duties of Assistant Officers (Transporta- Duties of Inspectors (Transportation), 
tion). 

11. Scrutiny of guards’ journals, passenger 
trains and freight trains. 

12. In the event of any serious accident, 
to proceed at once to the site of the 
accident or to remain throughout in the 
Control office as ordered. 

13. Accident cases and joint enquiries. 

14. Scrutiny of Traffic Inspectors’ reports. 

15. Regular tours of inspection. 

16. Check of station working rules. 

17. To attend to public complaints and 
questions of the comfort and conve¬ 
nience of the travelling public. 


EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 


These officers deal with matters concern¬ 
ing— 

1. Time tables and runmng of trams 
(Passenger and goods). 

2. Check of detentions, including late 
starts. 

3. Marshalling of trains. 

4. Check of train registers, Guards’ links. 
Control charts, Joint Train Reports, 
Line Clear irregularities. 

5. Supply and clearance of goods and 
coaching stock. 

6. Misdespatches and over-carriages. 

7. Restrictions on movement of trains 
and stock. 

8. Van goods and Quick Transit services. 

9. Periodical inspection of stations. 

10. Public complaints regarding Transpor¬ 
tation matters. 

11. Accidents, enquiries and joint enquiries. 

12. Telegraph irregularities. 

13. Statistical reports. 

14. Inspection reports by Transportation 
Inspectors. 

16. Mela arrangements. 

16. Facilities for passengers at stations. 

17. Yard and station operating facilities. 

18. Stores. 

19. Station Working Rules. 

20. Check of loads of trains. 

21. Relief arrangements for certain classes 
of staff. 

22. To attend to public complaints and 
questions concerning the comfort and 
convenience of the travelling public. 


1. To make constant journeys over their 
sections (20 to 30 stations). 

2. To test station staff with special refer¬ 
ence to general and Station Working^ 
rules. 

3. To interview merchants and make 
local enquiries as ordered by Divisional 
Office. 

4. Attend sub-joint enquiries into Ac¬ 
cident cases and public complaints. 

6. To conduct quarterly inspections of 
stations, station yards and buildings. 

6. To check tools and plants, muster roUs^ 
duty rosters, Reference books, circulars, 
standing orders and station records. 

7. To check arrangements for the safe 
custody and protections of goods and 
parcels. 

8. To check Priority Registers and all 
forms connected with the booking of 
goods. 

9. To check Wagon Registers and deten¬ 
tions to stock and consignments. 

10. To inspect wharfage and demurrage 
registers. Ticket Posting Books, and all 
records connected with the booking of 
passengers. 

11. To see that the arrangements for vend¬ 
ing and the supply of drinking water are 
satisfactory. 

12. To see that traffic facilities at stations 
are adequate. 

Note. —These Inspectors are responsible 
for both the Commercial and Transpor¬ 
tation work of all stations excepting at 
those where the volume of Commercial 
work is sufficiently heavy requiring 
intensive check and attention of a Com¬ 
mercial Inspector. 
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GREAT INDIAN PENINSULA RAILWAY. 


Duties of Assistant Officers (Transportation). 

’These officers deal with matters concern¬ 
ing 

1. Traffic control and train running. 

2. Time tables. 

3. Timing and running of trains. 

4. Ordering of trains. 

5. Ballast trains. 

6. Troop traffic, all arrangements. 

7. Special trains. 

8. Postal arrangements. 

9. Rolling stock movement matters. 

10. Regulation of rolling stock. 

11. Marshalling of trains. 

12. Interchange of rolling stock with 
foreign railways. 

13. Sheets and ropes. 

14. Shunting engines. 

16. Saloons, reserved carriages and reser¬ 
vation of compartments and berths. 

16. Luggage and parcel traffic. 

17. Tranship train arrangements. 

18. Lighting of carriages. 

19. Works. 

20. Cabin, Station and similar working 
orders. 

21. Government Inspectors’ reports. 

22. General Rules and Block Rules. 

23. All accident matters. 

24. Municipal matters. 

25. Miscellaneous matters not dealt with 
by any other section. 

26. Inspection Reports other than Govern¬ 
ment Inspectors’ reports. 

27. Inspection of signals. 

28. Inspection of stations, waiting rooms, 
waiting halls, drinking water arrange¬ 
ments. 

29. Public complaints about station facili¬ 
ties, running of trains, overcrowding 
etc. 

30. Periodical examination of staff in their 
knowledge of the working rules. 


Duties of Inspectors (Transportation). 

1. To bring to notice all instances where 
traffic is being worked uneconomically. 

2. To suggest improvements. 

3. To check loads of trains. 

4. To watch carefully all matters con¬ 
nected with the punctuality of trains, 
goods and passenger. 

5. To check station stock reports and 
tally them with wagon exchange regis¬ 
ters. 

6. To investigate wagon detentions. 

7. To proceed at once to affected area 
when congestion of traffic occurs, and 
direct movements under orders from 
the Divisional Transportation Office. 

8. To proceed at once to site of accidents. 

9. To be responsible for directing opera¬ 
tions to clear the linos and restore com¬ 
munications in the absence of superior 
officer. 

10. To inspect station yards, buildings, 
public timetable—-Rule books etc. 

11. To chock station working orders and 
diagrams and advise Divisional Trans¬ 
portation Office of any infringement or 
conditions inconsistent with safe work¬ 
ing. 

12. To inspect signal cabins. 

13. To inspect signal lights at night. 

14. To see that the arrangements for the 
supply of drinking water for passengers 
are satisfactory. 

16. To make surprise night inspections. 

16. To hold fire parades at regular inter¬ 
vals. 

17. To train station inferior staff. 

18. To control station inferior staff, their 
leave, relief, transfer, examination for 
promotion etc. 

19. To investigate all accidents. 

20. To test detonators periodically. 

21. To check dead stock at stations and 
the schedule of consumable stores. 


NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY. 


Deal with matters relating to :— 

1. The running of passenger and goods 
trains including check of detentions, 
guards links, marshalling. 

2. Guards’ journals and control graphs. 

3. The efficient operation and time-keep¬ 
ing of trains. 

4. Detailed inspections of sections. 

6. Supervising arrangements at large fairs 
or special gatherings. 

6. Postings and transfers of certain staff. 

7. Conduct of periodical tests of Trans¬ 
portation staff. 

•8. Scrutiny of station working rules and 
diagrams. 


1. To see that tariffs, rule books, public 
notices, time tables etc., are up to 
date. 

2. To see that correction slips to rule 
books are correctly posted. 

3. To make enquiries into complaints, 
irregularities and any other matters 
referred to him by the Divisional Office. 

4. To make detailed inspections of each 
station on his section'once per yeax and 
casual and surprise inspections at 
frequent intervals. 

6. To attend sub-joint enquiries into 
accidents when required. 
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I>uti 08 of Assistant Officers (Transportation). 

9. Public complaints on Transportation 

mattere. 

10. Accident cases and joint enquiries. 

11. Proceeds at once to the site of any 
serious accident. 

12. Carrying out periodical inspection of 
specified important stations. 

13. Carrying out investigations as ordered. 

14. Conduct of surprise fire parades. 

16. The comfort and convenience of 
passengers. 

16. Meetings with merchants at important 
stations. 

17. Inspection of vendors* stalls and their 
wares. 

18. Checking of van trains working. 

19. Inspection of consumable stores.and 
verific€d,ion of new indents. 

20. Rail Road competition and the neces¬ 
sity of reduced rates and fares with a 
view to increasing rail traffic. 

21. Supervision of the work of Commer¬ 
cial Staff. 

22. Cases of disciplinary action on inferior 
staff. 

23. Perform the duties of the Divisional 
Transportation Officer and Divisional 
Commercial Officer during their ab¬ 
sence. 


Duties of Inspectors (Transportation). 

6. To control the grant of leave etc., to 
relieving staff under him, and arrange 
relief. 

7. To control the supply of certain stores 
to stations on his section. 

8. To carry out other duties incidental 
to the general working of traim. 

9. To be constantly on the move over 
his section and see that the station staff 
are fully acquainted with their duties. 

10. To prepare all returns of all passes, 
P. T. O.’s issued during the month. 

11. To prepare, the salary bills in duplicate 
of all relieving inferior staff. 

12. To accompany important specials 
which rim over his section. 

13. To attend all molas and fairs which 
are held on the section and submit 
detailed reports and comparative state¬ 
ments of earnings etc. 

14. To inspect the signals on the section 
at night. 

15. To conduct examinations of menial 
staff for promotion to higher grades. 

16. To inspect vendors, wares and shops 
at stations. 

17. To see that the provision of Hours of 
Employment Regulations and Payment 
of Wages Act are observed at all stations 
on his section. 

18. To watch rail road competition and 
make suggestion to bring in additional 
traffic. 

19. To see that fire fighting arrangements 
are adequate. 

20. To deal with posting and transfer of 
inferior staff. 

21. To prepare duty rosters and lists of 
inferior staff. 

22. To report irregularities committed by 
the staff. 

23. To enquire into complaint cases by the 
public concerning the section. 

24. Responsible for the working rules and 
yard diagrams of stations on his section 
being in order. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No, 139, asked by Mr, 
N. M. Joshi, on the 23rd February, 1910. 

Channel of Promotion for Firemen on the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 

(a) There were three classes of Firemen up to 1929, since which time recruitment 
to only one class of Firemen Class I, is being made. Firemen of classes A, B and C 
recruited prior to 1929 all of whom are on the old scales of pay are normally promoted 
to Driver classes A, B and C, respectively. 

(b) Yes, normally this is so, but specially qualified B class Drivers are eligible 
for promotion to A'class. C class Drivers have not the educational qualifications for 
promotion to B Class. 
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(c) and (d) Government are not prepared to interfere with the service conditions 
of staff recruited prior to 1929. In respect of those recruited since 1929 a change 
has already been made which provides a single channel of promotion, as under :— 

Fireman Class I (which corresponds to the firemen classes A, B and C) or Assistant 
Driver Class I.—Rs. 60— 5 —90, 

Driver Branch line, or Motorman (Bombay Division only).—Rs. 90 
Driver, Goods, Class III.—Rs. 100—10—130 
Driver, Goods, Class II.—Rs. 140—20—200. 

Driver, Mail and Passenger, Class I.—Rs. 225. 


Information 'promised in reply to parts (a) and (b) of starred question 
No. 143 and parts (e), (/) and (g) of starred question No. 144, asked by 
Mr. H. M. Abdullah, on the 23rd February, 1940. 

Muslim Traffic Inspectors on the North Western Kailway. 


Starred que)<tion No. IJfS. 


Community. 

For long term 
vacancies. 

For short term 
' vacancies. 

European and Anglo Indiana 

10 

6 

Muslims ...... 

4 

4 

Hindus ...... 

5 

10 

Other minority communities 

1 

2 

Total 

20 

22 


Dearth of Muslims in the Kawalpindi Division of the North Western 

Kailway. 


Starred qucsfion No. 1^. —(e) The reply to the first part is in the negative. As 
regards the latter part the Honourable Member is referred to the reply given to part (c) 
of Maulana Zafar Ali’s starred question No. 244 on the 19th September, 1939. The 
figures supplied by the Administration have again been checked and found correct. 
These are reproduced in the an.swer referred to except that by a typographical error 
68‘8 has been shown in place of 63.3. 

(/) A statement giving the required information is placed below. 

(g) The answ'^r to the first part is in the affirmative. It is not a fact that no 
Mu.slim was recruited directly during the period between October 1936 and Novem¬ 
ber, 1938. 
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Statemtnt shoycing appointment mode in inferior staff and labourers in Electrical 

Branch. 


Year. 


Total No. 
of appoint* 
ments made. 


No. of 
Muslims 
appointed. 


1938-30 


30 


19 


No. of staff and period of 
appointment of Muslims. 


No. 


Period. 


Remarks. 


2 31-8-3S to 30.9-38 

1 14.7-.38 to 1.3.10-38 

1 9-9-38 to 8.11..38 

1 27-10-38 to 16-12-38 

1 .30-10..38 to 14-11-38 

1 from 27-5.38 

1 27.6-38 to 26-7-38 

3 15-7.38 to 29-7-.38 

1 1-11-38 to .30-11-38 

4 7-11-38 to 13-11-38 

2 21-2-39 to 2-3-39 

1 .3.3-.39 to 31-3-39 


Period not 
available. 


1937-38 


1936-37 


11 


23 


5 


16 


19 

1 


1-8-37 to 


1 1.12-37 to 16-12-37 

1 2-12-37 to 17-12-37 

1 6-3-38 to 14-6-38 

1 2-1-38 to 4-4-38 


Period not 
available. 


5 

10 6-3-37 to 30-3*37 

1 11/36 to 3/37 

1 from 15-7.37 


1 

2 

1 


1-5-36 to 


Period not 
available. 

Do. 

^ Engaged 
I against leave 
^ vacancies, 

I period not 
ava lable. 
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Information promised in reply to parts (a), (d) and [e) of starred question 
No. 147 and p'lrts (b) and (c) of starred question No. 149, and unstarred 
questions Nos. 26, 27 and 28, asked by Sardar Sant Singh, on the 23rd 
February, 1940. 

Guards on the North Wester.v Railway. 


Starred question No. 1!f7. —(a) It is based on the interests of the public service, 
regard being had to the requirements of traffic, the need for avoiding unnecessa^ 
expenditure and the importance of attracting and retaining a sufficiently qualified staff. 


(d) 

Grade of guard on old 
scales of pay. 

Ill & IV 

II 

I 


Sanctioned strength 
on 1-1-40. 

204 

838* 

51 


Actual strength 
on 1-1-40. 
136 
814 
50 


^Includes one temporary post. 


0 
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(e) If by discrimination the Honourable Member means the division of the gwrda 
into grades^ drawing different pay, ho is referred to the reply given to his starred 
question No. 148 on 23rd February 1940. 


Guards on the North Western Bailway. 


Starred question No, IJ^O. —(b) and (c). 
information as on 22nd February 1940. 

No. of guards drawing Rs. H5. 
135 

ds drawing Rs. 68. 

626 


The following statement gives the required 

Length of service on Rs. 115. 
Minimum* Maximum. 

1 year 9 months. 19 years 9 months. 

Length of service on Rs. 68. 

Minimum. Maximum. 

5 months 25 days. 19 years. 


Guards on the North Western Railway 

Unstarred question No. 20. —(a) Of the 94 posts of guards Grade IV on 8th Novem¬ 
ber, 1935 , 44 have been abolished. There ha.s been no increase in the number of 
Grade III po.sts since 1935. 

(b) The Honourable Member is referred to the last part of part (d) of the informa¬ 
tion laid on the table of the House on 14th February, 1939 in reply to his starred 
question No. 1576 asked on 29th November, 1938. 

(c) None, for the reasons stated in reply to part (b). But in accordance with an 
undertaking given in the House, the block in promotion of guards on the North- 
Western Railway is being examined. 


Guards on the North Western Railway 

TJnstnrred question No. 27 .—The claesification of grades of guards on the revised 
scalc.s of pay as equivalent to grades on the old scales of pay and the allotment of the 
existing posts under the revised scales of pay is under consideration. 


Guards on the North Western Railway 


Jhistarred question No. 28. —(a) Yes, except the North Western Railway have not 
yet cla.ssified grades of guards the revised scales of pay as equivalent to particular 
grades of guards on the old scales of pay. 

(b) 17 in Class I Grade II, 19 in Class I Grade I. 

(c) Rule 1 of the Rules for the recruitment and training of non-gazetted staff which 
are in Appendix XXII to the State Railway Establishment Code, a copy of which 
is in the library of the House. 

(d) No such general communication was made or required. Direct recruitment 
to grades higher than the lowe.st is made in the interest of the administration and not 
necessarily because those in the lower grades are unfit for advancement. 

(e) Direct recruitment to grades higher than the lowest is permitted under the 
rules framed by the^ Raihvay Board for the recruitment of non-gazetted staff, in the 
interests of the administration. 
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Information promised in reply^ to a supplementary question to starred 
question No. 166, ashed by Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali, on the 24th 
February, 1940. 


Lay-out of the Improvement Trust Plots in certain Areas in Delhi., 

Tile enquiry made has revealed that on 24th April, 19^, no application for land 
or for re-building an existing house to an improved design was pending with the 
Chairman of the Delhi Improvement Trust. 


Information promised in reply to starred questions Nos. 189, 190, 191 and 
192, ashed by Khan Bahadur Nnwab Siddique Ali Khan, on the 26th 
February, 1940. 

First Division vacancies filled in the Government op India Offices. 

No. 189. Statement showing the number of permanent and quasi-permanent vacancies- 
and posts in the First Division filled by 'j^omotion or transfer during the year 
ending Slst December 1939, and the communiUes of the candidates appointed thereto. 



Number 

Communities of the candidates 
appointed. 

Name of the Department or Office. 

of 

vacancies 

filled. 

Hindu. 

Muslim. 

Other 

Minori¬ 

ties. 

1. Military Finance Department . 

1 



1 

2. External Affairs Department . 

4 

2 

2 

•• 

3. Legislative Assembly Department . 

1 



1 

4. Defence Department 

2 

2 



5. Education, Health and Lands Depart¬ 
ment, (and its Attached Offices). 

3 

2 

1 

- 

6. Commerce Department (fimd its 
Attached Offices). 

2 

2 



7. Department of Communications (and 
its Attached Offices). 

5 

4 

1 

•* 

8. Department of Labour (and its Atta¬ 
ched Offices). 

1 


1 


9. Director, Intelligence Bureau . 

1 



1 

10. Master General of the Ordnance 
Branch. 

5 

4 


1* 

11. Engineer-in-Chief’s Branch 

2 

2 


•• 

12, Judge Advocate General’s Office 

1 

1 



13. Railway Department 

1 



1 


29 

19 

6 

5 
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Temporary Third Bivision Vacancies filled in the Government of India 

Offices. 


No. 1^0. ^tattrp.e.nt ahowintj the number of temporary vacancies in the Third Division and 
the Lower Division (/. A. C. C.) hi the various Departments of the Government of 
India find'their Attached Offices filled during the six months ending the 1st Janu¬ 
ary, 191f0. 




Communities of candidates 





appointed. 



No. of 





Name of Department 

vacancies 




Reference. 

or Office. 

filled. 1 

Hindus. 

Muslims. 

Other 

Minori- 






ties. 


1 . Defence CJo-ordina- 

11 

8 

3 



tion Department. 

2. External Affairs 

16 

9 

3 

4 


Dept. 

3. Piftance Depart- 

2 

1 

1 



ment. 






4. Legislative Assem- 

5 

4 

1 



bly Department. 

5. Defence Depart- 

11 

6 

3 

2 


ment. 

Army Headquarters 

91* 

02 

22 

7 

. ♦ Excluding 42 

6 . Department of 

108 

73 

27 

8 

posts filM by 
lady clerks and 

Supply (including 





Anglo-Indians, 

Contracts Dirocto- 





which are out- 

rates). 





side the scope 

7. Military Finance 

6 

5 

1 


of the rules re¬ 

Dept. 

8 . Education, Health. 

29 

20 

6 


garding com¬ 
munal repre¬ 

sentation in the 

and Lands (and its 





attached offices.) 

9. Commerce Depart¬ 

103 

66 

27 


services. 

ment and its Atta¬ 
ched Offices.) 




HI 


10. Department of 

36 

24 

8 



Communica t i o n s 
and its Attached 
Offices.) , 






11, Home Department 

14 

10 

4 



12.‘Department of 

11 

9 

2 



Labour (and its 
Attached Offices.) 






13. Railway Depart¬ 

25 

17 

2 

6 


ment. 





14. Federal Public 

7 

5 

2 



Service Commis¬ 
sion. 






16. Reforms Office 

2 

1 

1 



16. Central Board of 

1 



1 


Revenues. 
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No. of 

Communities of candidates 
appointed. 


Name of Departm^t 
or Office. 

; vacancies 
ailed. 

Hindus. 

Muslims. 

Other 

Minori¬ 

ties. 

Reference. 

17. Director Intelli¬ 
gence Bureau, (in¬ 
cluding its Sub- 
Offices.) 

10 

7 

3 



18. Principal Informa¬ 
tion Officer’s 

Office. 

n 

7 

6 

4 


Total 

505 

334 

122 

49 



Officers dealing with Establishment Matters in the Government of 

India Offices. 


No. lUl, Statemont ahowina the comminiUies of officers and members of the niinistermC 
staff who were, dealing with estabiiskjnent matters in the Government of India 
Secretariat and its attached offices at headquarters on the lat t'ebruonj W\o. 



Hindus. 


Other 

Communities. 

Name of Departments or office. 

1 

Officers. 

2 

Minis¬ 

terial 

staff. 

3 

Officers. 

4 

Minis¬ 

terial 

staff. 

5 

Officers. 

6 

Minis¬ 

terial 

staff. 

7 

1. Home .... 

2 

4 


1 

1 

1 

2. Defence Co-ordination 

1 




1 

1 

3. Legislative 

4. Federal Public Service 


4 



3 

•• 

Commission 


4 

1 


1 


5. Intelligence Bureau. 


2 


i 

2 

2 

6 . Finance .... 


2 ' 



3 

1 

7. Reforms Office 

8 . Railways (including Cen¬ 

2 

7 

1 

3 


2 

tral Standards Office) . 


18 


6 

6 

2 

9. Defence .... 


8 


2 

2 


10. Legislative Assembly 


4 

*3 

2 

1 

i 

11 . External Affairs 




1 1 

*4 


12. Army Headquarters 

13. Military Finance (includ¬ 

ing Milita^ Accountant 
General’s Office) . 


si 


12 

18 

io 


10 

2 

2 

2 

1 





















38 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[6th Nov. 1940 


Name of Department or office. 

1 

H 

induS' 

Muc 

dims. 

Other 

Communities. 

Officers. 

2 

Minis¬ 

terial 

staff. 

3 

Officers. 

4 

Minis¬ 

terial 

staff. 

5 

■ 

Minis¬ 

terial 

staff. 

7 

14. Supply (including Con¬ 
tracts Directorate) 

2 

11 

1 


4 

2 

Ifi. Bureau of Public Inform¬ 
ation .... 

1 



2 


1 

16. Education, Health & 

Lands (and attached 
offices) 

6 

5 


3 


3 

17. Commerce (and attached 
offices) • 

• 6 

14 

t. 

3 

1 

1 

18. Secretary to the Executive 
Council of the Governor 
General 





1 

2 

18. Communications (and at¬ 
tached offices) 

4 

41 

4 

13 

a 

1 

20. Labour (and attached Offi¬ 
ces) .... 

1 

8 

2 

2 

H 

1 

21. Central Board of Revenue 

1 

13 


4 

1 


Total 

24 



56 

65 

32 


Vacancies of Peons filled in the Government of India Offices. 


No. 192. Statement showing the strength of the permanent and temporary inferior staff 
(i.e., Jemadars^ Daffadars and Peons) on the 1st January 19J^0, in the various Depart¬ 
ments of the Government of India and Attached Offices and the toted number of 
vacancies filled during the year 1959. 




Vacancies filled during the year 1080. 



Hindus. 

Minority Communities. 

Name of Department or Office. 

Total No. of posts. 

If 

III 

Depressed classes. 

6 

1 

Sikhs. 1 

1 

1 

Indian Christians. 


1 

is 

j 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

0 

10 

1. Legislative Department— 

Pegianent .... 

2. (i) Military ^nance Department— 

Permanent . 

, Temporal^ . . . ' 

(ii) Office of the Military Accountant 
General— 

Permanent . 

Temporary . . ' ' 

49 

6 

37 

11 

22 

1 

1 

1 

::: 

"l 

3 

3 

“2 

::: 


::: 

::: 
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Name of Department or Office. 


Hindus. 

II 

i 

® g 



•§ 


1 

III 

& 

3 

4 


Vacancies filled during the year 1989. 
8. 1 Minority Communities. 


3. Legislative Assembly Department— 

Permanent .... 
Temporary .... 

4. Defence Co-ordination Department— 

Permanent .... 


Temporary .... 

13 ' 

12 1 


... 1 ... 1 ... 

5. Reforms Office— 




i 

Permanent .... 



... i 


Temporary .... 

19 

“2 

... 1 

. 1 .*• 1 ... 

C. External Affairs Department— 




i 

Permanent .... 

37 


. . i 

... 1 ... 

1 

Temporary .... 

15 

"io 

.. j 5 ... 

... ... ... 

7. (i) Finance Department— 



1 

1 

Permanent .... 

48 


... 1 1 

1 

Temporary .... 

26 

*12 


... j 

<i<) Central Board of Revenue— 




1 

Permanent .... 

24 




Temporary .... 

4 


, -2 


6. (i) Defence I^epartment— 






Permanent .... 

40 ' 

1 


1 


Temporary .... 

; 

10 


3 1 


(i<) General Staff Branch Army Head¬ 



i 


1 

quarters— 





1 

Permanent .... 

64 { 


... 

1 


Temporary .... 
(Hi) Master General of Ordnance Branch 

17 1 

*12 

... - 

2 3 


including A. D. 0. S. Provision— 





‘ 

Permanent .... 

68 '' 

5 


1 1 

1 

Temporary .... 

37 1 

23 

!!! 

6 1 1 

... 1 ... i ... 1 

(it) Air Headquarters^ India— 





Permanent . • . 

33 ; 



1 


Temporary .... 


... 

1 

... 1 ... j ... 

( 0 ) Engineor-in-Chlef’s Branch— 





Permanent .... 

20 



1 

... 1 ... • 

Temporary .... 

13 

*’*2 


2 1 


(vi) Office of the A. M. S. (Personal) 





1 

1 

to H. B. the Comraander-in-Chief— 





! 

Permanent .... 

3 





Temporary .... 





... 

(vii) Adjutant General’s Branch— 





1 

Permanent .... 

46 





Temporary .... 

8 

*4 


■■*2 '"2 

1 . 

(vHi) Medical Directorate— 





1 1 

Permanent .... 

22 




1 ... 1 

Temporary .... 

4 

’**2 


•1 •■•1 

. 


(i*) Quartermaster General's Branch— 
Permanent .... 
Temporary .... 

(*) Judge Advocate General's Depart¬ 
ment— I 

Permanent .... 
Temporary .... 

(«i) Military Secretary’s Branch— 

Permanent .... 
Temporary . 


Other Conununi* 
ties. 
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Name of Department or Office. 


Vacancies filled durlnS the year 1039. 


Minority Communities. 


-S £ 


9. (f) Department of Edncatloni Health 

and Lands— 

Permanent . . ■ • 

Temporary . . . • 

(it) Office of the Director General, 
Indian Medicai Service— 

Permanent . . . • 

Temporary . 

(m) Imperial Council of Agricultural 
liosearch— 

Permanent . 

Temporary . ■ , 

(iv) Office of the Director General of 
Archaeology in India— 

Permanent . . . • 

Temporary . . . • 

10. (f) Department of Supply— 


(in) Office of the Economic Adviser to 
the Government of India (includ¬ 
ing the Statistical Kesearch 
Branch)— 

Permanent .... 
Temporary .... 

12. (t) (Communications Department— 

Permanent .... 
Temporary .... 
(ii) Civil Aviation Office— 

Permanent .... 
Temjjorary .... 
(Hi) Office of the Director General, 
l^osts and Tclegraplis— 

Permanent .... 
Temporary .... 
iiv) Broadcasting Office— 

Permanent .... 
Temporary .... 
(v) War Transport Board— 

Permanent .... 
Temporary .... 

13. Department of Labour— 

Permanent .... 
Temporary .... 

(ii) Office of the Controller, Printing 
and Stationery, India— 

Permanent .... 
Temporary . 

(iii) Conciliation Officer (Kailways) 
and Supervisor of Railway 
Labour— 

Permanent .... 
_Temi)orary .... 


Temporary . . . • 

44 

”‘27 


11 


(ii) Directorate of Contracts— 

17 





I’ermanent . • ' 

... ' 


”‘2 


Temporary . 

17 

1 


1. (i) Department of Commerce— i 




2 


Permanent . 

r>3 

1 ; 



Temporary . . . ! 

19 

13 1 

”*3 

8 


(ii) Office of the ( hief Controller of 
Stores, IndlanStores Department— 

.30 

i 

j 



Permanent .... 


1 



Temporary .... 

40 

1 ”24 1 

... 1 

”ii 

"'3 


1 

31 1 

1 

1 ' 

10 

•”4 ::: 1 

‘2 

31 

1 

!♦ , 


4 


1 ; 


63 

1 

... i 1 ... i 

8 

0 

... j 3 ... 

”19 

”l 



”4 

”'3 


'”1 ’.!! 

33 

1 


1 

3 

2 


3 1 

IS 

2 


1 

1 ] ... 

2 

t2 


t3 1 ... 

1 

1 

”1 



! 

-1 ' 


(a) Temporary appointment made against permanent po8t» 

•Appointed in an officiating capacity. 

tThree temporary posts were terminated before the Ist January 1940. 


Other Communi¬ 
ties. 
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Name of Department or Office. 


1 


14. Kailway Department (Kailway 

Board)— 

Permanent 

Temporary .... 

iii) Office of Joint Timber Advisory 
Office for iiailways and Defence 
Departim*nt— 

Permanent .... 
Temporary .... 
(iii) Central Standards Office for Rail¬ 
ways— 

permanent .... 
Temporary .... 

15. Home Department (including offices 

of the Director General of Informa¬ 
tion and Chief Press Censor— 

Permanent .... 
Temporary .... 

(ti) Office of the Census Commissioner 
for India. 

(iii) Bureau of Public Information— 
Permanent .... 
Temporary .... 

(tw) Intelligence Bureau— 

Permanent .... 
Temi)orary .... 

(») Federal Puldic .Service Commis¬ 
sion— 

Permanent .... 
Temporary .... 



Other Communi¬ 
ties. 
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Information promised in reply to starred question No. 206^ asked by 

Sardnr Sant Singh, on 'che 27th February, 1940. 

Sikh IIelioious Programmes in certain Broadcasting Stations. 

(a) The time allotted to Sikh religious items during 1939 was 5 liours 20 minutes- 

at Delhi and Peshawar and 22 hours at Lahore. The proportion of the amounts paid 

to the artists of the 3 communities for religious broadcasts was—Sikhs 16 per cent., 

Muslims 43 per cent., Hindus 41 per cent. 

(b) The figures do not suggest that the Sikhs were assigned an unduly small pro¬ 
portion of the time allotted to religious programmes. 


Infor^nation prornised in reply to parts (a) and (b) of starred question 
No. 217 and starred question No. 218, asked by Mr. M. M. Abdullah on 
the 27th February, 1940. 

Qualified Muslim Inspectors of Works not allowed to officiate as 
Assistant Engineers on the North Western Bailway. 

.Vo. JI7. —(a) and (b). As far as Government are aware no I. O. Ws. have passed 
or are required to attend a Kefresher Course for P. W. Is. nor have any P. W. Is. 
passed or are lequired to attend a Hefresher Course for I. O. Ws. From April, 1940,, 
however, a training course for P. W. Is. in ordinary Works staff duties is being 
introduced. 


Engineering Subordinates Working as Assistant Engineers on the 
North Western Railway. 

iVo. JlS .— (a) to (f). In Fehruaiy. 1940, there were 2 Hindus and 2 Anglo-Indian 
P. W. Ls. officiating as A.s.sistant Engiiieera and 2 Hindu and 3 vSikh I. O. Ws. 
officiating as Assistant Engineers, None of these P. W, Is, have appeared for the- 
I. 0, Ws,’ Refresher Courses as they are not required to do so nor have any of these 
I, O, Ws, appeared for the P. W. Is.’ Refresher Courses as they are not requiredl 
to do so. 


Information promised in reply to part (g) of unstarred question No. 41 
and unstarred questions Nos. 42, 13 and 44, asked by Mr. Muhammad 
Azhar Ali, on the 27th February, 1940 

Mutual Guarantee Fund of the Old East Indian Railway Company. 

.>/.—(g) Under the rules of the East Indian Railway Guarantee Fund an 
em})olyee on leaving the service ceased immediately to have any interest in the fund. 
Members of the .‘staff who were no longer in service on 30th September, 1927 were 
therefore not entitled to any share in the distribution of the assets of the fund, and 
the necessity for advising them of its closure did not arise. 


Irregularities in the Running of Special Trains on the North 

Western Railway. 

No. Jf2 .—I am informed that there have been no irregularities in the running of 
these special trains. Enquiries made by the North Western Railway into the only 
complaint received did not bring to light any case in which private individuals had 
benefited by the purchase of tickets in lots and their re-sale at a profit. 

Travel Agents and Organisers are encouraged to engage special trains for hona 
tide circular tours at concession fares both in through and local booking. 
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The runninff of such trains involves the provision of amenities for passengers which 
are not normally pixivided by Railways and they are, therefore, particularly suitable 
for the employment of Travel Agents or Organizers. 

The excursion trains run by the North We.stern Railway on special reduced fares 
4ire-between fixed points only in local booking, and there would appear to 
be no advantage in entrusting arrangements for such trains to Travel Agents or 
Organisers. 


TIailway Passes allowed to Messrs. Thomas Cook and Son and their 

Staff 

No. JfJ3 .—On the Clas.'' T Railways (evcluding H, E. H. the Nizam's State. Mysore 
State and Jodhpur State Railways) the only passes issued to Messrs. Thomas Took and 
Son during the financial year 1939-40 wei’e the following which were issued bw the 
North Western Railway :— 


Date of Issue. l 

Class 

of 

Pass. 

To whom 
issued. 

Stations between 
which issued. 


Purpose for whicli 
issued. 

4th April 1939 

Inter . 

One Clerk 

Bhera to Simla 

In connection with 
the opening of Book¬ 
ing Office at Simla. 

27th September 1939 

First . 

Manager . 

Lahore to Simla 
and back. 

1 

I 

In connection with 
the taking over of 
y the Connaught 

6 th October 1939 . 

First . 

Manager 

Simla to Delhi 
and back. 

j 

I Plaee Booking 

I Office at New 

Delhi. 


ITTY llOOKING AND PARCEL OFFICES WORKED BY MESSRS. THOMAS CoOK AND 

Son. 


A’o. Pf .—City Booking and Parcels Offices are being worked by Messrs. Thomas 
<^ook and 8on, Ltd., at the following offices on the terms and conditions as shown 
under :— 4^ 


Serial 

No. 

Office. 

Work undertaken. 

Terms and conditions. 

(1) 

North Western 

Railway. 

Connaught Place 
City Booking 

Agency, New 

Delhi. 

Booking of all classes of 
passengers in local book¬ 
ing over the N. W. Ry. 
and through booking over 
other Railways. 1 

Reservation of compart¬ 
ments, berths and seats. 
Collection, booking and 
delivery of luggage and 
parcels. 

Lump sum of Rs. 3,900 per 
annum paid to the Com¬ 
pany by N. W. Rly. 
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No. of 
posts. 

Grade. 

No. and percentage community-wise. 

Hindus. 

Muslims. 

Sikhs. 

Anglo Indians and 
Domiciled Euro¬ 
peans and Indian 
Christians. 

No. 

Per cent. 

No. 

Per cent. 

No. 

Per cent 

No. 

Per cent. 




OPERATING BI 

lANCH. 





1 

VII. . 

1 

100 







2 

VI. . 

2 

100 







5 

V. 

5 

100 







7 

IV. . 

4 

57 1 

2 

28-6 

1 

14-8 



23 

III. 

17 

73-9 

3 

131 

2 

8-6 

1 

4-3 

41 

II. 

30 

73-2 

7 

17 1 

4 

9-7 



39 

I. 

25 

64 1 

10 

25-6 

4 

10-3 






RELIEF LIST. 





28 

I. 

11 

39-3 

14 

50 

1 

3-6 

2 

7-1 




RATE 

S REGIS 

TER. 





1 

160—15—270 

1 

100 







1 

130—8—170 



1 

ioo 





7 

100—5—120 

6 

85-7 

1 

14-3 





16 

40—4—80—5 

12 

75 

2 

12*6 

2 

12-5 




—90. 









7 

36—^—60 • 

3 

42-8 

3 

42*8 

1 

14-3 






COMMERCIAL BRANCH. 





1 

VII. . 







1 

100 

1 

250—20—350 



1 

100 





1 

250 . 



1 

100 





2 

VI 

2 

100 







6 

V. 

4 

66-6 



1 

16-T 

1 

16-7 

17 

IV. . 

9 

52-9 

7 

41-2 

1 

5’9 



32 

III. . 

20 

62'5 

12 

37-5 

... 




121 

II. 

62 

51-2 

52 

43 

7 

5-8 



38 

I. 

25 

65-8 

12 

31-6 

1 

2-6 




Number of clerics Grade II by co/nmunitics employed in each branch and the number 
of years completed on the maximum of this grade. 


Branch. 

Community. 

Total 

number 

of 

each 

com¬ 

muni¬ 

ty. 

No. of years completed 
max. of grade II. 

on the 

Ratio 

Gr. II 
Clerks 
all those 
above 
that 
Grade. 

1 to 5 

t 

6 to 10 

11 to 14 

15 to 18 

Operating 

Hindus 

30 

14 

12 



' 1 to 0-92 


Muslims . 

7 

4 

2 





Sikhs 

4 

1 





Storey 

Hindus 

11 

3 

4 



1 to 2*6 


Muslims 

3 


2 





Anglo- 








Indians . 

1 


1 
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Branch. 

Community, 

Total. 

number 

of 

No. of years completed on the 
max. of grade II. 

Ratio 

Or. II 

Clerks 
all those 
above 
that 
Grade. 

each 

com¬ 

muni¬ 

ty. 

i to 6 

6 to 10 

11 to 14 

16 to 18 

Track Supply 

Hindus 

7 

6 




1 to 0-6 

Office. 

Muslims . 

2 

1 






Sikhs 

1 

1 





Central Regis- 

Hindus 

12 

2 

6 

2 


1 to 0-4 

try. 

Muslims . 

7 

2 

3 





Indian 








Christians. 

1 


1 




Way & Works 

Hindus 

13 

3 

6 



1 to 1-33 


Muslims . 

3 

2 






Sikhs 

4 

2 






Anglo- 








Indians . 

1 

1 





Personnel 

Hindus 

8 

3 

2 



1 to 2 


Muslims . 

10 

3 






Sikhs 

1 






Commercial . 

Hindus 

62 

13 

21 

9 

2 

1 to 4*96 


Muslims . 

62 

9 

23 

6 

1 



Sikhs 

7 

1 

3 

1 



General & 

Bdndus 

4 

1 

2 



1 to 3-1 


Muslims . 

6 

2 

2 





Anglo- 








Indians . 

1 

•• 





Medical 

Hindus 

2 





1 to 1-33 


Muslims 

1 

•• 





Copying 

Hindus 

13 

2 

4 

5 


1 to 0*33 


Muslims . 

10 

3 

5 

2 




Sikhs 

1 


1 





Anglo- 








Indians . 

6 







Information promised in reply to part (c) of starred question No. 263 asked 
by Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani, on the 5th March, 1940. 
Proportion of Different Communities in the Department of Education, 

Health and Lands. 


Statement showing the proportions of the various communities in the appoint¬ 
ments made either by promotion or direct recruitment in the Department of Educa¬ 
tion, Health and Lands from April 1924 to June 1937. 

Communities. Percentage. 


Hindus 

Muslims 

Christicms 

Others 


64 17 
20*83 
917 
6*83 
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Information 'promised in reply to pa'i^ts (a) (ui), (6) and (c) of starred 
question No. 280^ ashed by Mr. J. Ramsay Scott, on behalf of Lieut.- 
Colonel Sir Henry Gidney^ on the 6th March, 1940. 

lilSABiLITIES OF THE SUBORDINATES OF THE BRIDGE ENGINEERING WORKS AT 

Manmad, Great Indian Peninsula Bailway. 

(a) (iii). Yes^ if a work is estimated to take less than 60 days to complete in 
which case Manmad is treated as Headquarters. If jthe work is estimated to take 
more than 60 days the Headquarters of the; staK are transferred to the site of the 
work and they are then entitled to transfer passes for their families. 

(h) For a halt exceeding 20 days at a place other than Headquarters, the grant of 
batta to Bridge Inspectors, Bridge Timekeepers and Bridge Cranemen is restricted 
to a maximum of twenty nights in any one month. 

(c) Standing Order No. 628, dated 31st Ahgust, 1939. 


Information promised in reply to part (b) of starred question No. 327 
asked by Mulana Zafar All Khan on the 11th March, 1940. 

Promotions to the Superintendents’ Posts in the Office of the 
Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 




Number of vacancies filled during the period 
ICthMay, 1939 to 1 st March, 1940. 

No. 

Office. 

Permanent. 

_^ 

1 Temporary, 



Total. 

No. filled 

hy . 

Muslims. 

. iTotol. 

No. filled 

MusSms. 

1 

Intelligence Bureau 





2 

Federal Public Service Com- 
1 mission .... 

Bureau of Public Information . 





3 

i 


2 

i 

4 

Central Board of Revenue 

1 


1 

., 

5 

Office of the Director General, 
Posts & Telegraphs 

4 


11 


6 

Office of the Director of Civil 
Aviation .... 





7 

Office of the Controller of Broad¬ 
casting .... 





8 

Office of the I, C. of A, R, 

i 


.. 

.. 

9 

Office of the Director Gfeneral, 
Indian Medical Service. 



1 


10 

Office pf the D. G., Archaeology 

1 (a) 

., 



11 

Indian Stores lj>epartment 


,. 

*6 

'■*2 

12 

Office of the Economic Adviser 
to the Government of India . 





13 

Office of the Controller of Print¬ 
ing & Stationery 



2 

1 

14 

Central Standards office for 
Railway .... 


.. 

1 

,, 

15 

Office of the Assistant Military 
Secretary (Personal) 

Military Secretary’s Branch 





16 

.. 


2 

.. 

17 

—li_ 

Adjutant General’s Branch, 

A. H. Q. . . . . 

■ 1 


^ 1 

1 
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Number of vacancies filled during the period 
16th May, 1939 to Ist March, 1940. 

No. 

Office. 

Permanent. 

Temporary. 



Total. 

No. filled 

by 

Muslims. 

Total. 

No. filled 
by 

Muslims. 

18 

Mngineer-in-Chief’s Branch, 

A. H. Q. 



1 


19 

Air Head Quarters . 

1 


1 


20 

Medical Directorate 

1 

1 



21 

Quarter Master General’s 

Branch, A. H. Q. 

1 


1 


22 

General Staff Branch, A, H. Q. 



1 


23 

Master General of Ordnance 
(including A. D. O. S. P.) 
Brcuich, A. H. Q. 

2 


9 


24 

Judge Advocate GeneraBs 

Branch .... 

,, 


1(6) 

I 

25 

Contracts Directorate 



3 



Note. —(a) A Muslim officiated in the vacancy from the 8th May, 1939 to the 30th June, 
1939. 

(6) Created for 6 years. 


Information promised in reply to starred questions Nos. 375, 376, 377, 379^ 
380, 381, 382, 383, 384, 385 and 386 asked by Bhai Farrna Nand, on the 
I3th March, 1940. 

Unsatisfactory condition of Naiwala in Karol Bagii, Delhi. 

No. 375. —(a) Action is taken by the sanitary staff of tbe Delhi Municipal Com¬ 
mittee against persons responsible for causing insanitary conaitions. Steps are beipg 
taken to remove the dnrnninL^ ground for dead animals to the Badli Refuse Disposal 

ground. 

(b) Every effort is made to keep the area in a sanitary state but owing to the 
laying of sewers, pipe lines, etc., by the Delhi Improvement Trust, the stacking of 
building material gives the area an untidy appearance. 

(c) and (d). No. Since the Trust have developed and serviced the area it is 
possible to control mosquito, breeding, which before development was largely un¬ 
controllable. Sand-flies have been unusually prevalent in 1959-40. They are not 
confined to Karol Bagh but have appeared in New Delhi also. It is probable, there¬ 
fore, that the extensive breeding is' due to the drought dnd other climatic conditions 
favourable to such breeding, but it is correct that oriental sores due to sand-fly bites 
have occurred in large numbers in the western suburbs of Delhi including Karol Bagh, 
and that the Chief Medical Officer recently opened a clinic in Karol B.Agh for the 
treatment of these sores. 

. («) In. addition to "^the' action ipeferted to in the reply to (a) above the, Delhi 

Improvement Trusti has provided the area with' a complete sewage system, including 
public latrines, and action is* being taken to enforce connection of the sullage drains-to 
the sewers. 
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Building Plans received by the Delhi Improvement Trust. 

Xo. 376 





No. of build¬ 

No. of build¬ 


Month. 


ing plans re¬ 

ing plans sanc¬ 




ceived. 

tioned. 

January . 



61 

36 

February . 



69 

36 

March 



65 

33 

April 



87 

66 

May 



80 

63 

June 



55 

43 

July 



64 

36 

August 



68 

45 

September 



66 

40 

October 



62 

37 

November. 



60 

26 

December 



76 

39 



Total 

763 

486 


Prosecutions sanctioned by the Delhi Improvement Trust. 

No, 377. (a)—(c). I place on the table a statement giving the information required. 

Statement 1939. 


Name of month. 

No. of 
prosecu¬ 
tions 
launched. 

No. of 
prosecu¬ 
tions 
resulting 
in con¬ 
viction. 

No. of 
cases 
discharg¬ 
ed by 
the 
court. 

No. of 
cases 
compro - 
mised. 

Amount 
received 
as com¬ 
pensa¬ 
tion fee. 

Cases 

with¬ 

drawn. 

January . 

12 

8 

1 


Rs. 

3 

February . 

2 

1 




1 

March 

21 

20 


i 

26 


April 

4 

2 




2 

May . . ' 

19 

14 


*2 

35 

3 

June 

6 

3 


2 

75 


July 







August 

io 

6 

i 

i 

20 

3 

September 

4 

1 

1 

1 

26 

1 

October 

3 

1 

1 

1 

30 


November. 

1 





Pending 

December 

6 

3 


i 

60 

2 


87 

58 

4 

9 

260 

16 


Increase in the Kent of Nazul Land in Delhi, 

No. 379. (a) The Trust provides sites for better-class as well as for poor-class 
housing. Poor-class sites are set apart when schemes are prepared 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. In regard to the second part 
the Trust does not propose to make any distinction. Even after 100 per cent, enhance¬ 
ment the rents payable will not exceed the standard rate of rent for newly allotted 
poor-class building sites. 
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(d) I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given to Mr. Suryya 
Kumar Som’a starred question No. 255 on the 20th September, 1939. 

Statement. 

Vacant plots in Blocks 44, 43, 42, 41, 6-B, 10-B, 14-B, 16-B, 17-B, 13-B^ 
9.B, 4-B, 30, 31, 32, 33, 22, 21, 20, 19, 3-B, 8-B, 11-B, 7-B, 2-B, 9, 10, 11, 3, 2, 1, 
1-B, 6-B, 1-A, 2-A, 3-A, 6-A, 6-A, 7-A, 8-A, 10-A, ll-A, 9-A, 14-A in the Western 
Extension area are reserved for allotment to poor-class people. 


Notices issued for contravention of the Terms of Sanctions granted 
BY THE Delhi Improvement Trust. 

No. S80. (a) Yes. 

(b) It may be so but the Trust are under no obligation to enter into correspondence 
with a person who is trying to evade the byelaws. 

(c) No. 

(d) I have no reason to doubt that the Trust consider each case carefully before 
sanctioning prosecution. The giving of a further warning does not appear to be neces¬ 
sary. 


Complaints against the Building Inspector of the Delhi Improvement 

Trust. 

No. SSI. No formal complaints have been made agaiust the Building Inspector of the 
Delhi Improvement Trust. The second part of the question therefore does not 
arise. 


Eesignation op Staff op the Delhi Improvement Trust. 


No. 382. A statement giving the information required by the Honourable Member is 
laid on the table. 


Statement. 


Serial 

No. 

Name of Official. 

Designation. 

Date of 
resignation. 

Reasons for resigning. 

1. 

Mr. Sri Kishen 

Clerk 

5-6-1937 

Obtained a post in Govern¬ 
ment of India Press, New 
Delhi. Was employed in 
the Trust in a temporary 
post. 

2. 

Mr. V. V. Rao 

Drafsman . 

6 8-1937 

Obtained a better post in 
his own province. 

3. 

Mr. Abinash Chandra. 

Clerk 

3-5-1938 

Resigned for private re¬ 
asons. 

4. 

Mohd. Shafiq Ahmed . 

Building 

Overseer. 

8-5-1938 

Resigned for private rea* 
sons. 

6 . 

, Mr. Jog Dhian . 

Draftsmen!. 

27-7-1938 

Obtained an appointment 
under U. P. Government. 

d. 

Mr* A. W. Massey 

Typist 

4-3-1939 

Secured a better post else¬ 
where. 

7. 

Mr. Prem Krishen 

Clerk 

24-11-1939 

Secured a post under Gov¬ 
ernment (Office of D.A.G.y 
P. & T.). 

8. 

Mr. tpshad Ahmed 
Khan. 

Clerk 

4-1-1940 

Socured a post in Contracts 
directorate, A. H. Q. 
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Nw-NAMmO OF CERTAIN ROADS IN EAROL Ba6H, 

No. 383. (a) and (c) The naming of streets a function of Municipal Committees 

under ’ section 179 of the Punjab Mdnicipal Act, 1911. Streets within the built over 
area of Qarol Bagh have already been named by • thtf Dfel'hi Municipal Committee and 
the unnajned streets will be named in due course. Government do not considei’ that 
any action on their part is i*equired. 

(b) No. 

Provision of Lights on certain Roads in Karol Bagh, Delhi. 

No. 384; {^) Electric poles, etc., have been generally installed as stated by the 
Honourable Member. All the roads norinally infuse are lighted by the I>elhi Municipal 
Committee. 

(b) The road referred to has just been completed and is not yet open to traffic. 
Arrangements for lighting this road are in hand and will be completed shortly. 

(c) All the necessary facilities have been provided by the Trust. The actual light¬ 
ing of roads is a municipal function, and I have no reason to think that the Municipal 
Corrlmittees are failing to perform it. 

Provision of Park.s in Karol Bagh, Delhi. 

No. 385. (a) Yes. 

(b) Investigation showed (i) that it would be difficult to establish grass in this 
rather rocky area and (ii) that it ■ would be impossible to provide an adequate supply 
of water. In response to a growing demand for small bungalow sites in this 
neighbourhood, the Trust are considering the allotment of portions of the land referred 
to for bungalows. 

(c) There is a large central- park of about 21 acres in front of the Tibbia College. 
Though not included in the original sanctioned layout, open spaces are being pro¬ 
vided in the revised layout in each block in the newly developed area. The size of 
these open spaces varies in different blocks, the average being about 1,500 sq. yds. 
Free space in the Western Extension scheme amounts to 44 per cent, of the whole 
area, which cannot therefore be described as “congested”. 


Shifting of the Tuberculosis Clinic f^rom Karol Bagh, Delhi. 

No. 386. (a) and (b). The question whether the proximity of such a clinic to an 
inhabited are^i is hannfnl to the health of the latter has been referred to an expert 
committee. On receipt of its report, the jxjint raised by the Honourable Member will 
be considered. 


Information promised> in reply to unstarred question’No. 8(1 asked hy 
Sardaf Sant Singh on 15th March, 1940. 

Recrhitment op Sxjb-Inspectors of Works oi^ the North Western Rail¬ 
way. 

(a) The answer to thte first'part is in the affirmative. The number of caaididates 
is not available. Three men were recruited as Sub-Insppctors of Works on probation. 

(b) The Honourable Member is referred to the reply given to the question on 
15th March. 1940. The purport of the orders was that no vacancies of Silb-Inspectors 
of Works were to be filled permanently pending further orders. As the men referred 
to had not been confirmed against permanent posts, they were given terapprary appoint¬ 
ments. 

(c) Three. 

(d) It is not clear what benefits^ the honourable Member has in niind as, Funda- 
lAenfal Rules 9 (6) and 9 (8) and Suj)pWmentary RuU 2 ’ (12) consist qf definitions 
while there is no supplementary Rule numjbered 3 (15).. 

(6) Yes. 
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(f) The men referred to in part (e) have been confirmed as Snb-Ingpeotors of 
Works. The three men referred to in part (c) were subsequently considered for 

confirmation and one was not recommended for confirmation in 1930 and the other ^ 
two were found not fit for confirmation in 1931. One was discharged in 1936, and 
two are permanent Works Mistriea at present officiating as Spb-Inspectors of Works.'' 

InfOTmation^ promised in reply to Starred question No. 448 asked by Bhai 
Parma Nand on the 19th March, 1940. 

Indian Officers in the Government op India Departments and its 
Attached Offices. 

(a) to (c). A statement is laid on the Table. 

(d) No communal proportions have been fixed but available officers of. all commu¬ 
nities having the requisite experience and ability are considered in connection with 
appointments to posts in the Departments of the Government of India and attached, 
offices. The Government of India do not consider that any other action in the 
matter is called for. 
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Information promised in reply to starred question No. 476 ashed by Bhai 
Parma Nand on the 20th March^ 1940. 

Tongas permitted to run from the Meerut Cantonment Kailway Station. 

Government understand there are two tonga sheds near Meerut Cantonment 
Station; one situated outside railway premises and under the control of the Executive 
Officer, M^eerut Cantonment; the other within the station premises and under the 
control of the North Western Railway. On the assumption that the question relates 
to the latter, the following are the facts :— 

(a) This shed is not leased out on rent; 

(b) No special licenses are issued by the Railway authorities to tongawalas. The 
North Western Railway Administration has no information regarding any system of 
licensing by the cantonment authorities; 

(c) No restriction regarding the number of tongas which may ply for hire to or 
from the Meerut Cantonment Railway Station has been .prescribed hy the North 
Western Railway; 

(d) Does not arise, but no complaints have been made to the Railway authorities 
that the number of tongas is inadequate. 


Information promised reply to starred question No. 484 ashed by 
Mr. H. M. Abdullah on the 20th March 1940. 

Communal Composition of Journeymen appointed in certain Shops on 
the North Western Railway. 


The following statemont gives the information required 


Domiciled 

Name of shop or shed. Muslims. 

Hindus. 

Sikhs. 

Euorpeans and 
Anglo-Indians. 

Loco. Shops, Moghttlpura ... 23 

9 

10 

7 

Carriage & Wagon Shops, Moghalpiira 11 

6 

6 

4 

Mechanical Workshops, Sukkur 

1 



Karachi Division Sheds 

2 


1 

Quetta Division Sheds 




Multan Division Sheds 


1 


Lahore Division Shed.s 



1 

Ferozepore Division Shods 


2 


Rawalpindi Division Sheds 

1 



Delhi Division Sheds 


1 



Note.—C ases of promotion from inferior service are excluded from the table, although 
these are treated as direct recruitment for the purpose of the regulations regarding com¬ 
munal representation. 


Information promised in reply to part (d) of unstarred question No. 97 
and unstarred question No. 102 asked by Sardar Sant Singh on the 
20th March, 1940. 

Non-Applicability of the Fundamental Leave Rules to Inferior Staff 
OF THE Goods Depot at Wadi Bunder on the Great Indian Penin¬ 
sula Railway. 

No. 97. Leave accounts were recast in ea.ch. case from the date of appointment of the 
staff, but payment of arrears of leave salary due to the misapplication of the rules, 
was made only from Ist January 1937 in accordance with the general policy- of making 
recovery of overpayments and refunds of underpayments for a period not exceeding 12: 
months prior to the date of discovery. 


Promotion of Firemen on the Great Indun Peninsula Railway. 

No. 102. (a) Yes, as far as those recruited upto 1929 are concerned. 

(b) No, they are not being asked to seek promotion along with B; imd C. cl^St 
Firemen. They are, however, being, offered promotion to. cUu *C* Driver temporarily. 
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until a vacancy occurs in their own class. This has been done to ease thei block 
of promotion among Firemen^ the alternative being for the men to remain Firemen, 
until a vacancy in their own class occurs. Those who are thus temporarily promoted 
are brought on to a common seniority list of A, B and C class, according to their 
date of appointment as Firemen. 

(c) Yes. The ‘A’ class Firemen in the Bombay area only, requested that in 
virtue of theirs being the highest paid class they should be considered senior to 
‘B’ and ‘C’ classes, but this request was refused as it was detrimental to the legitimate 
interests of ‘B' and ‘C' class men. The order of seniority of ‘A’ class Firemen for 
promotion to A class Driver was not disturbed and the most senior, whether temporarily 
mopioted to ‘C’ class Driver or still remaining as a Fireman, is promoted to ‘A’ class 
Driver as vacancies occur. 

(d) Seven. 

(e) Three are Indians and four are Anglo-Indians. The three Indians are employed 
on the Bombay Division. 

(f) No. 

(g) The prospects that were open to them at the time of their engagement have 
not been affected. On the contrary the block in their promotion has been relieved by 
the expedient detailed in (b) above. 

Information promised in the reply to starred question No. 607 asked by 
Sardar Sant Singh on the 2l8t March, 1940. 

Affairs of the Delhi Improvement Trust. 

(a) Rs. 65,54,000 (Sixty-five lakhs fifty-fcnur thousand) at 31 per cent. This includes 
R,s. 31,21,000 (Thirty-one lakhs twenty-one thousand) borrowed for anti-malaria and 
sewage disposal schemes sanctioned by Government before the formation of the Trust. 

(b) The average annual expenditure on establishment for the years 1937-38, 1938-30, 
and 1939-40 amounts to Rs. 1,32,600, including salaries, travelling expense*, fees, 
law charges, and contingencies. 

(c) Rs. 26,000. The functions of the late Nazul Office were not identical with 
those of the Trust. 

(d) The answer to the first part of the question is in the affirmative and for 
th« reason indicated in the answer to part (c), the answer to the second part is in 
the negative. 

(e) No. When the Trust was established in March 1957 many leases granted by 
the Deputy Commissioner to persons moved from Basti Harpul Singh were pending 
execution. The old standard Nazul form contained no covenant restricting sub¬ 
division, transfers, etc., and some of the pending leases were excepted in this form. 
Later, at the instance of the Trust, a restrictive covenant was introduced. The 
justification for restrictive covenants is that without them sites and houses intended 
for poor people will pass to others, 

(f) No. 

(g) The Trust acquired land near Andha Moghul under the provisions of the 
Land Acquisition Act, 1894, as modified by th« schedule to the United Provinces 
Town Improvement A(^, 1919, and extended to the Province of Delhi. In no case 
were the owners awarded a sum less than..the„market value of the land according to 
the use to which the land was being put at the time of the notification for acquisition. 
\\\ pp^^ons, di^po^^^s^qcj^by^ the Tjust, from Andha ^^ghul were, ofi^ered. land elsewhere 
at''concession rates, and some persons availed themselves of the offer. Land near the 
Ajmere Gate was acquired by Government' on behalf of the Delhi Municipal Com. 
mittee under the provisions of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, and, was later, bought 

the Trust from the Municipal Committee. The Trust have acquired no land in 
Kare Khan Garden or Sarai l^hilla. None of the land acquired ^ Andha Moghul 
Qi^ neap the Ajpiere Gate yet been sold or leased, and Govemmaixt are satined 
tljiat there is,. no qujsstion. of ^ exoribit^Jat profits. 

(h) Does not arise. 

InformatioTh promis^.ith reply to. starred questions Nos,. 517' and 619, asked^ 
by Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani on the 26th March, 1940. 

B®o«wiTMENTr OF. Relations of Employees in the Income-tax Department, 
Punjab, Noimr^WEBT-F rontier and Delhi Provinces. 

M). 32fl (A) It* is* not a filct.' 

(b) Does not arise. 
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(c) Hindus—4. 

Muslims—2 
Sikhs—2. 

(d) Promotions were made but they were based primarily on the merits of tfte 
persons concerned. 

(®)j {^)j (g) (^)- 1 attach a statement showing the educational qualificationA 

of the clerks at present employed in the department and the communities to which 
they belong. 

(i) I have no reason to believe that merit and qualifications have been disregarded 
or that undue preference has been given to members of any one community. 

Assistant Clerks. 



Hindus. 

Muslims. 

Sikhs. 

Others. 

Graduates 

11 

7 

3 


F. A. 

6 

5 

1 


Matriculates . 

66 

41 

8 

1 

Non-matriculates . 

2 

3 


1 


76 

50 

12 

2 


Head Assistants. 

= 146. 



Graduates 





F. A. 

' \ \ \ 2 

1 

1 

1 

(Senior 

Cam¬ 

bridge). 

Matriculates . 

22 

8 

4 


Non-matriculates . 

6 





29 

9 

6 

1 


Higher Clerical posts. 

= 44. 



Graduates 

3 

2 



F. A. 





Matriculates . 

! ! ! * 6 


1 

1 

Non-matriculates « • 


1 

•• 

•• 


9 

3 

1 

1 


^ 14 . 


Income-tax Officers and Examiners in the Company Districts at 

Calcutta. 

No. 519. (a) 3 Income-tax Officers, 4 Assistant Income-tax Officers and 7 Examiners. 

(b) Hindus 12, Anglo-Indians 2, Muslims and Europeans nil. 

(c) The information is not readily available and Grovernment consider that its 
collection would involve an expenditure of time and trouble that would not be 
justified by the value of the results. 

(d) and (g). It is not correct to suggest that Muslims as such are kept out of 
the Companies Districts or are given snorter periods of service in them. 

(e) Yes. 

(f) No. The position is that' the Companies Districts are the most important 

Income-tax districts in the Province and are staffed by selected men but preference on 
the occasion of promotions is not given to persons merely because they work or have 
worked in these districts. <; , 
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Information promised in reply to parts (b) (i), (m), (iv) and (v) and 

(e) of starred question No. 521 ashed by Bhai Parma Nand on the 
26th March, 1940, 

Examination for Recruitment to the Indian Army Ordnance Corps. 


(b) (I) The Number of vacancies depends on future requirements. 



{in) 

{iv) 

(v) 


Jio. of candidates 

No. of candidates 

No. of candidates 


who applied to 

permitted to 

who actually 

Centre. 

sit for the 

attend the 

took the 


examination. 

examin 

ation. 

examine 

tion' 


Store- 

Clerks. 

Store- 

Clerks. 

Store- 

Clerks. 


men. 


men. 


men. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Headquarters— 







Northern Command . 

29 

13 


6 

10 

5 

Eastern Command 

35 

11 

10 

5 

9 

6 

Western (Ind.) Distt. 

14 

3 


2 

9 

2 

Meerut (Ind.) Distt. . 

8 

5 

6 

3 

6 

2 

Deccan (Ind.) Distt. . 

7 

4 

6 

3 

6 

3 

Peshawar (Ind.) Distt. 

22 

13 

5 

3 

5 

2 

, Kohat (Ind.) Distt. 

19 

3 

6 

3 

5 

3 

Waziristan (Ind.) Distt. 

11 

7 

6 

3 


3 

Lahore (Ind.) Distt. . 

10 

5 

6 

3 

6 

3 

Madras (Ind.) Distt. . 

18 

9 

6 

3 

6 

3 

P. & A. (Ind.) Distt. . 

6 

2 

6 

1 

6 

1 

Rawalpindi Arsenal 


187 

88 

44 

88 

43 

Ferozepore Arsenal 

454 

163 

74 

38 

72 

36 

Quetta Arsenal and Mechanical 







Transport Worskhops. 

160 

37 

61 

21 

51 

21 

Kirkee Arsenal 

285 

192 



80 


Allahabad Arsenal 

136 

53 

59 

29 

57 

29 

Lahore Depot 

416 

284 

82 

41 

82 

37 

Drigh Road Depot 

38 

15 

19 

10 

19 

10 

Bombay Depot 

23 

26 

23 

12 

21 

12 

Fort William Depot 

23 

9 

16 

9 

14 

7 

Shahjahanpur Depot 

75 

- 16 



17 


Chief Inspector of Stores and 







Clothing, Cawnpore . 



20 

10 


7 

Chaklala Depot 

197 

77 

94 

42 

93 

42 

Bannu Depot 

23 

10 

12 

5 

12 

4 

Deolali Depot 

17 

8 

12 

1 

12 

1 

I. A. 0. C. Training Centre 


69 

68 

28 

46 

22 

“ A ” Workshop Company 

18 

8 

6 

3 

5 

3 

“ B ” Workshop Company 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

“ C ” Workshop Company 

16 

6 

6 

3 

6 

3 

“ E ” Workshop Company 

8 

27 

6 

3 

6 

3 

“ Q ” Workshop Company 

11 

9 

6 

3 

6 

3 

«« H ” Workshop Company 



1 

3 

1 

3 

«« j »» Workshop Company 



2 

3 

2 

3 

« J ” Workshop Company 



2 

1 

2 

1 

•• K ** Workshop Company 

10 

6 

6 

3 

6 

2 

“ L ** Workshop Company 

9 

6 

6 

3 

6 

3 

31 (Indopt.) Workshop Section 

5 

3 

3 

2 

3 

2 

33 (Indept.) Workshop Section 

7 

6 

3 

2 

3 

1 

Dilator of Ordnance Services, 







Army Hdqrs., New Delhi 

300 

mm 

mm 

46 

91 

34 

Total 

llQQ 

1 1,401 

940 

462 

887 

417 


(«) 1 ^ 0 . 
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Information, promised in reply to starred question No. 547 asked 
by Mr. Muhammad Azhar Alt on the 28th March, 1940, 

Location of a Tuberculosis Clinic in Karol Bagh, Delhi. 

(a) Yes. 

(b) No, 

(c) Yes. 

(d) to (h). Government are aware that representations were received from certain 
residents of Karol Bagh. The Tuberculosis Association has been asked to have the 
question of the location of tuberculosis clinics examined b}^ a committee of experts and 
on receipt of the report of the committee. Government will consider whether any 
action is necessary. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 560 aslced by 
Sardar Sant Singh on the 28th March, 1940. 

Staff of the Delhi Improvement Trust. 

(a) A statement is placed on the table. 

(b) The orders referred to do not apply to the Trust which is not a department 
of Government but an independent body created by statute. 

(c) In 1937-38 21 temporary and permanent appointments were made. One of them 
went to a Sikh. 

In 1938-39 24 temporary and permanent appointments were made. 

(d) Since 7th May, 1937. 

(e) No definite complaints, on the basis of which regular charges could be framed, 
have been made. 

Statement showing by communities the strength of the ministerial and other establish' 
merit of the Delhi Improvement Trust {this includes gazetted officers, clerical and 
outdoor personnel and inferior personnel.) 


Hindus .......... 62 

Mohammedans ......... 36 

Sikhs .......... 2 

Others .......... 2 


102 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 561 ^sked by Pandit 
Lakshmi Kanta Maitra on the 28th Mmrch, 1940. 

Charge of Preserved Monuments in New Delhi. 

(a) No. Monuments notified under the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 1904 
as “protected monuments” are in the charge of the Archeeological Department. Other 
monuments are supervised by the Land and Develc^ment Officer, who receives no 
remuneration for this work. His office Superintendent receives a special pay of 
Hs. 75 per mensem and a conveyance allowance of Rs. 35 per ihensem for periodical 
inspection of the monuments. 

(b) No. The Honourable Member presumably refers to a letter published in the 
“Hindustan Times”, Delhi, on the 28th June, 1938, This letter, which was signed 
“Pro Bono Publico”, suggested that preservation of and repairs to all monuments’in 
New Delhi should be carried' out by the Archik)logical Department. 

(c) and (d). The comments made by the Finaiicial'Adviser were to the effect that 
as other work expanded it might be found that the inspection of monuments together 
with the charge of his office would be too much for one man. Government do not 
think that position has arisen yet. 
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Information promised in reply to starred question No, 456 asked by Bhoi 
Parma Nand on the 19th March^ 1940 and unstarred question No, 105 
asked by Sardar Sant Singh on the 29th March, 1940, 

Assessment Value op Houses and Shops in the Kasauli Cantonment. 

(a) and (b). No new assessment list of houses and shops in the Kasauli Canton¬ 
ment has yet been prepared. Proposals, however, are under consideration of the 
Cantonment Board to increase the assessment of those houses and shops the owners of 
Which, in spite of receiving the full year’s assessed rent from their tenants, are 
demanding a proportionate refund of the house tax from the Board on the gt^und 
that the rents realised by them relate only to that portion of the year for which the 
buildings were occupied; 

(c) Yes, there has been a fall to some extent; 

(d) The proposed increase in the assessment resulted in certain objections in con¬ 
sequence of which the Board are reconsidering the matter; 

(e) and (f). Do not arise. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 576 asked by Mr. 

Lalchand Navalrai on the Ist April, 1940. 

Becruitment of Postal Clerks in the Sind and Baluchistan Circle. 

(b) Yes. Orders were given last year that as a special case 5 unqualified candi¬ 
dates of the Muslim Community and one Anglo-Indian should bo permanently appointed 
against vacancies reserved for those communities in the Sind and Baluchistan Circle. 
Of the 5 Muslims, 2 were below 21 years of age; the other 3 and the Anglo-Indian 
were above 21 but below 25 years. 

(c) The reply to the first part of this question is in the negative. The second part 
does not arise. 


(d) No, The concession was granted as a special case and was based on the con. 
sideration that the men in question had been acting in the appointments before the 
present examination System was introduced. 

(e) Yes. 

(f) Yes. 3 have already been appointed to permanent posts: 15 are working in 
temporary vacancies which are likely to become permanent and 7 in purely tempo¬ 
rary vacancies. 

(g) As in the case of other recruiting units in the Circle, the requisite number of 
candidates were selected to fill both existing and anticipated vacancies in the 
Karachi General Post Office, and were placed on a waiting list. Subsequently, owing 
to the suspension of the Empire Air Mail Scheme after the declaration of War, 
the anticipated vacancies did not materialise, so that some approved candidates could 
not be - appointed. Orders have since been issued to the Director to make provision 
for these candidates in other units by relaxing the condition of domicile, subject, of 
course, to the consent of the candidates to serve in the other units and subject to the 
rules regarding recruitment on communal basis. 

(h) No. The appointment of unqualified candidates has been discontinued. 

(i) The reply to the first part of the question is in the affirmative. As regards the 
second 'part, candidates from the majority community were admitted for other units 
than the Karachi General Post Office; in these units there were unreserved vacancies 
at that time. 

(j\ This is a fact only in the Karachi, General Post Office where as already 
stated in reply to part (f) 22 candidates have still to be provided with permanent 
posts. The candidates admitted to the examination for other units were intended 
for vacancies arising there. 


(k) Rs. 755. 

(iV'fhe 'posi'tion' of Qaaiified candidates on the waiUng list who have not yet 
obtained appointments is always taken into consideration .’'^^'Xi^ehiston 

examination in any Circle. No examination is being held in the Sind and Baluelnston 
Circle during the present year. 
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Information promised in reply to starred question No\ 605 dsked by Sardur 
Sant Singh on the Ist April, 1940. 

Builwng Inspector op TfiB Delhi IMprovemeJ^t TEtfst. 

(a) The Building Inspector of the Delhi Improvement Trust was appointed on the 
7th May 1937 in the grade of Rs. 150—10—^260 and his prfesetit pay is Rs. 160. His 
qualifications are :— ^ 

B.A. (Hons.), C.E. (Roorkee), 
i(b) Three. One Muslim, one Sikh and one Hindu. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 608 asked by Mr. 
Umar AJy Shah on the 2rhd April, I940. 

Differential Treatment Meted out to the Indian Medical Department. 

(a) . Yes. The percentage of commissions in the Assistant Surgeons Branch, of the 
Indian Medical Department was increased from 10 per cent, to 13*5 per cent, in 
<?ohnectiQn with the scheme for the employment of I.M.D. personnel on duties normally 
performed by Indian Medical Service Officers. The scheme for various reasons had 
to be abandoned and the percentage of commissions has been consequently reduced 
jfrom 13*5 per c6nt. to 10 per cent. 

(b) and (c). There is no special promotion in the Indian Medical Department, 
either in peace or war, nor in any other branch of the service, except in the India 
Unattached List, where it takes the place of accelerated promotion. 

(d) No. 

(e) Members of the Indian Medical Department are not eligible for separation 
allowance in any circumstances. In this they are on the same footing as Viceroy’s 
Commissioned Officers and other ranks of the Indian Army, and like the latter, they 
receive expatriation allowance when serving overseas. 

(f) The differences which exist to the extent outlined above are part of the condi¬ 
tions of service of the Indian Medical Department. These conditions of service 
differ from those of other branches and units owing to the ftature of this particular 
Departhient, and are partly equivalent to those of the British, and partly to those of 
th6 Indian Service. 


infdtmdtion promised in reply to starred question No. 610 asked by Mr. 
Muhammad Azhar Ali on the 2nd April, 1940. 

Non-Grant Of Separation Allowance to the Indian Medical Department. 

(a) and (b). Separation allowance is granted to King’s Cortitniasioned Officers, 
whether of the British Service or of the Indian Army, King’s Commissioned Indian 
Officers and Indian Commissioned Officers only when the officers are posted at 
stations where under Government orders families are not permitted, or in the case 
of officers of the Indian Army, when on field service outside India. The allow¬ 
ance is granted to all the above mentioned officers at the same rates on a sliding scale 
in accordance with their rank and service. 

British Other Banks .—Separation allowance is admissible to British Other Ranks 
when separated fnom their families owing td 

(i) Move of families to the hills; 

(ii) residence in non-family stations ahd dating opetatioiis conducted Wnder the 

Special Procedure Pamphlet; 

(iii) absence on duty of instructors from schools of instruction. 

^here is no rule sanctioning the grant of separation allowance to British Other 
Hanks on field service ex-India. 



STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Viceroy's Commi9sion:ed Officers and Indian Other Ranks .—No sopAr»tion ^allowance 
is admissible \ in tho, cajia of Indian tl:t}OpS) Their conditions of service Are totally 
different from those of British troops. On the other hand they are entitled to ex¬ 
patriation allowance when on j^Orviee overseas, whilst British troops are not. 

(c) No Royal Army Medical Corps aiid Indian Medical Service officers are entitled 
to s^aration allowance while on field service. , Other ranks of the Royal Army Medi¬ 
cal Corps are treated in the same way as otheir British Other. Ranks. 

(d) Olhcers of the Indian Medical t>epartinent are not entitled to the grant of 
separation allowance, but on the other hand they are eligible for expatriation allow¬ 
ance. 

(e) Oovernmeht do not recognize any discriminaition. 


Information promised in reply to part (b) of starred, question No. 61S and 
starred question No. 619 asked by Pandit Krishna Kant Malaniya on 
the Qnd April, 1940. 

Grant op Arms Licences to Special Police Officers in Delhi. 

No. 6U\ (b) No arms licences were granted to Special Police Officers by virtue of 
their position as such during the years 1938 and 1939 and the quarter ending 31st 
March, 1940. 


Crimes in Delhi. 

No. P)19. (a) The figures of heinous crime in Delhi during 1938 are given below :— 

1938 

(Reported cases) 


Murders 22 

Dacoities ... ... 8 

Robberies ....... 17 

Burglaries (including lurking house trespass) 605 


The appointment of an Additional Superintendent of Police has not resulted in an 
immediate reduction of crime. The appointment was created to relieve the Senior 
Superintendent of Police of a part both of his routine and outdoor duties, and has 
produced the expected result. 

(b) The increase in crime in Delhi in recent years is due to a variety of causes, 
such as the increase in population and unfavourable economic conditions, and not to 
any lack of vigilance on the part of the police. Patrolling and preventive action 
have, however, been intensified and extensive use made of the Goondas Act. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 626 asked by Sardar 
Sant Singh on the 4th April, 1940. 

•Grant op Leave to the East Indian Railw.ay Employees serving in the 
Volunteer Forces when required to join the Army, 

(a) Yes; certain non-gazetted employees of the East Indian Railway are members 
of the Auxiliary Force, India, or the Indian Territorial Force. 

(b) No. Periods of military service and time spent in training, are treated as 
'duty. 
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Information^ momised in reply to part^ (a), (b) o/^d (o) of starred question 
No. 6^8 asked by Mr. H. M. Ahdndlah on the 4th Aprils 1940. 

Clerks employed in certain Sections op the Bailway Divisional Office, 

Lahore. 

(a) (i). Two statements are placed below giving the. information required for 
the Acme Section and the Establishment Section including the Acme Section of the 
Divisional Office, North Wedtern Railway, Lahbre. 

(ii) and (iii). No vacancy has occurred in the Acme Section since Slst March 
1936. Eighteen vacancies occurred in the Personnel Branch. Of these three were in 
grade IV, six in grade III, five in grade II and four tn grade 1. Eight of these 
vacaftcies were filled by promotion within the Branch; eight by transfer from other 
branches, one by absorption of a grade TV clerk working against a sanctioned grade III 
post and one by direct recruitment to grade II. 

(b) This is a matter of opinion. The honourable member is referred to the state¬ 
ments in connection with the reply to part (a) (i). 

(c) I am not clear what ord^r the Honourable Member has in mind. There has 
been in recent years a substantial increase in the number of Muslims in the Acme 
Section, although there has been no increase in the Personnel Branch as a whole. 
Government understand that Muslim representation in the Personnel Branches of all 
Divisional Offices is reviewed periodically by the General Manager. 
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DEATHS OF RAJA SIR VASUDEVA RAJAH AND MR. SURYYA>. 

KUMAR SOM. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad 2afrullah Khan (Leader of the House): 
Sir, Honourable Members must have learnt with sorrow of the loss which 
the House has suffered, since it last met, by the deaths of two of its- 
Honourable Members, namely, the Rajah of Kollengode and Mr. Suryya 
Kumar Som. The Rajah of Kollengode had to his credit a long period of 
public activity and during the last ten years, he represented in this House 
the Madras Landholders constituency. He was a very modest and un¬ 
assuming gentleman and though he seldom took any active part in the* 
proceedings of this House, he was a very much respected Member of it. 
Mr. Suryya Kumar Som was elected at the last general election to repre¬ 
sent the Dacca Division: Non-Muhammadan Rural constituency in this 
Assembly and in spite of his years—I believe he was over 70 when he died— 
he took a very active part in the proceedings of this House and made very 
useful contributions to it. i am certain that the House feels keenly the 
loss of these two Honourable Members and would wish you. Sir, to convey 
to the bereaved families its sincere condolences and sympathies and I 
request you accordingly. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, I rise to associate 
rriyself and my Party with the expression of sorrow over the deaths of our 
deceased friends and colleagues, the Rajah of Kollengode and Mr. Suryya 
Kumar Som. The Rajah of Kollengode was one of the old Members of 
this House and although as has been stated by the Honourable the Leader 
of the House, he was not seen taking a very active part in the proceedings 
of the House, in other respects, he was no doubt a very useful Member 
of the society. Particularly, his death will be mourned by the orthodoar 
section of the Hindu community. He was very keen upon that aspect 
of work of this House and in him we could always expect to hear the 
opinion of the orthodox section on many questions of social reform which 
used to be considered in this House. To that extent this House is no 
doubt a great loser. Besides, most of us have had a good deal of expe¬ 
rience of the gentleman in him. We found in him a thorough gentleman 
of the old aristocratic type, a type which is fast becoming extinct now-a*- 
days. 

Sir, as regards Mr. Suryya Kumar Som, he was a Member of the Party 
which I have the privilege to lead in this House. In spite of his old age, 
he was extremely active in the work that was transacted in this House, 
particularly whenever he found the cause of the poor at stake, he was an 
unusual enthusiast. The contributions that he made particularly on the 
Motor Vehicles Bill and the Insurance Bill, mainly in the interest of the 
poor new Insurance companies and the poor motor drivers and lorry drivers 
^d owners, will be remembered by this House. I believe that much of the 
improvements that were mtade in those Bills subsequently were due not to 
a small extent to the labours which he took on these matters. It was 
really a very encouraging thing to see that in spite of his age, he kept up- 
the joviality of youth in him which was an example for most of us younger 
people to follow and imitate. Besides, he tf^as a staunch nationalist, free 
from any communal bias. That is another point which requires to be 
noted in these days. Sir, he represented a co^istituenoy and in his own' 
province he has suffered for the sake of serving the country in more waya- 

( 70 ) 
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than one. He had a lucrative practice at the Bar which he gave up at the 
call of the country and he devoted himself solely to the service of the 
country for a number of years. In Mr. Suryya Kumar Som we are losing^ 
a patriot of a very high order and this House a very useful and experienced 
Member. Sir, 1 entirely join with the Honourable the Leader of the House 
in asking you, Sir, to record the sense of sorrow of this House and also to 
convey the same to the members of the bereaved family. 

Sy6d Ghulam Bhik Nairang (East Punjab : Muhammadan): Sir, on- 
behalf of my Party, I associate myself with the motion expressing the deep 
sense of loss of this House by reason of the passing away of two of ita 
prominent Members, the Rajah of Kollengode and Mr. Suryya Kumar 

Som. 

The Rajah of Kollengode, as has been very rightly remarked, belonged 
to the old aristocratic order and also to thc^ old school of thought. He 
belonged to the type of man which is now fast disappearing. He was a 
most popular Member in this House on account of his genial and sociable 
disposition and broad sympathies and he was a very fit representative ot 
the orthodox Hindu community in the South. 

Mr. Suryya Kumar Som was among my personal friends, and we can all 
remember how heartily and broad-mindedly he took part in all social func^ 
tions which were meant to bring together men of different schools at 
thought. He had very broad sympathies, gentlemanly manners and a. 
loving disposition, and there is no doubt that the very valuable contribu¬ 
tions which he made to the debates of this House will be long remembered, 
and his services will be long appreciated. Sir, I associate myself with the- 
motion to express the sympathy and sense of loss of this House and convey 
the sympathy of this House to the members of the bereaved families. 

Mr, L. 0. Buss (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, I should like to add a 
tribute on behalf of the European Group to what has been said by the 
Leaders of the other Parties about our late colleagues the Rajah of Kollen¬ 
gode and Mr. Suryya Kumar Som. We knew them both particularly for 
their unassuming courtliness and kindliness and their loss to this House is> 
a great one. Although Mr. Som did not appear in this House very frequent- 
ly last Session owing to ill-health, we little thought that when w^e re¬ 
assembled we should see neither of these colleagues among us again, i 
would ask you to associate the European Group with any message of coiv 
dolence that you may be sending to the families of our lost friends. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I share with 
Honourable Members the sorrow and sense of loss which we all feel at the 
deaths of the Rajah of Kollengode whom I had the privilege of knowing for 
a long nuniber of years and of Mr. Suryya Kumar Som who came from my 
own province of Bengal. I endorse the very appropriate tributes which 
have been paid to their memory by the Leader of the House and by other 
Honourable Members and I shall forward the condolence of the House to 
bereaved members of their families. 

MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Failure of the Government of India to evoke whole-hearted Enthusiasmi 
IN Ti^^ Nation to fight the Totalitarian States. 

Mr, Pre^dent (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I have received! 
notices of a number of adjournment motions. The first is in the name of 
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Mr. G. V. Deshmukli who wants to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, namely, the failure of the Government of India to 
resort to steps to evoke wdiole-hearted enthusiasm in the nation and to 
^expedite the expansion and equipment of the Indian Army, Navy and Air 
-Forces to fight the totalitarian States which have brought war to Egypt 
and raised apprehensions about the external as well as internal security 
of India. 

What steps has the Honourable Member got in mind? 

Govind V. Beshmukh (Nagpur Division: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, 

1 w’ant to say that tlie steps which they have taken are not the proper 
rsteps and I want to suggest certain other steps. For instance, I want to 
point out that the distinction between martial and non-martial classes has 
jnot yet been eliminated and there is no proper expediting of the expansion 
the army. The Communiques which are issued from time to time do not 
;show any progress. 1 want to suggest some means by which it can be done. 
Have I to give details, Sir? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Is there any 
objection to this motion being discussed? 

Mr, C. M. G. Ogilvie (Defence Secretary): Sir, I fail to see how this 
»CHn be described as a definite matter of public importance. The words 
of the motion are, “steps wliich might evoke the whole-hearted enthusiasm 
of the nation”. No indication is given as to what steps he considers the 
Government of India have not taken. It, therefore, seems to be complete- 
iy indefinite. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): It speaks of 
failure of the Government of India and is, therefore, worded in the 
negative. 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: We have yet to know what further and effective 
:steps the Honourable the Mover has in mind. Again, the matter must 
he of recent date. Is there any recent failure on the part of Government 
or is the Honourable Member condemning the whole course of Govern¬ 
mental activity since the beginning of the war? As regards the failure 
quickly to' expeclite the expansion of the Indian Army, Navy and Air 
Force, that is a categorical statement which is based upon nothing. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): It seems to be 
somewhat vague, 

Br. Sir 2iauddih Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan Rural): Sir, the Honourable the Mover has clearly 
'.said ...... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Unless it is a point 
*of order, the Honourable Member cannot say anything now. 

As objection has been taken, I want to know how many Honourable 
Members are in support of leave being granted. 

(Less than *25 Honourable Members rose in their seats.) 

As less than 25 Members have risen in their places, leave is refused* 
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Dacca Mail Disaster. 

■ Pli08i46Qt (The Honourable Sir Abdur liahim): The next motion, 
stands in the name of Pandit Lakshini Kaiita Maitra who wants to discuss 
the failure of the Government of India to institute a judicial inquiry or 
an enquijcy by an impartial tribunal into the Dacca Mail Disaster near 
Jaifampur ou the Eastern Bengal Railway on the 5th August, 1940. 

Is there any objection to that? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow (Member for Railways and Commu¬ 
nications) : Sir, I liave no desire to burke discussion on this subject but 
there is another motion on the same subject which I think is in better form 
than this. The actual failure of Government does not occur on any 
specific date. There is a motion in the name of Dr. Banerjea which 
relates to the specific occurrence itself and 1 suir^est that the Honourable 
the Mover might withdraw in favour of Dr. Banerjea. 


Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra (Presidency Division: Non-Muhamma¬ 
dan Rural): I have no objection to withdrawing this motion on the under¬ 
standing that the other motion will not be objected to by Government. 


-Expansion of H. E. the Viceroy's Executive Council and the Constitu¬ 
tion OF War Advisory Committee. 

Sir, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The next motion 
also is in the name of Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra wlio wishes to discuss 
the failure of the Government of India to give an opportunity to this House 
ito consider the declaration made on behalf of His Majesty’s Government 
by His Excellency tlie Viceroy in August last regarding the expansion of 
the Viceroy’s Executive Council and the constitution of War Advisory 
'•Committee. What 1 should like to know from the Honourable Member 
is how this House can discuss any action or failure on the part of His 
Excellency the Viceroy in matters in which he acts in his discretion or 
under orders of His Majesty’s Government in England: that is to say, 
I should like to know What part the Government of India is taking in this 
matter or were expected to take by the Honourable Member. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Sir, the issue is rather simple. His 
.Majesty’s Government made a certain offer regarding constitutional 
^changes and that was communicated to the Indian people through the 
Viceroy; in other words, a declaration was made by the Viceroy on 
behalf of His Majesty’s Government. This declaration related mainly 
•to the expansion of the Executive Council of His Excellency the Viceroy, 
Which is connected with this Assembly. Also the formation of the War 
-Advisory Committee which is. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahirn): Let us confine 
ourselves at present to the Executive Council; the expansion of the Execu¬ 
tive Council depends on the discretion of His Majesty. 

P&bdit LftkiShmi Kanta Maitra: I quite see that. I do not challenge 
tbat. All 1 say is that when such a declaration was made and when it 
jafelated to this Legislature—it certainly does not relate to the Provincial 
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Legislatures—the Government should have given an opportunity to this-^ 
Assembly to consider the offer. My point is that the Government failed 
in its duty by not advising the Governor General to convene a session of 
the Assembly and place the declaration made on behalf of His Majesty's- 
Government to be considered by the Assembly and get a vote recorded 
thereon, because, after all, if the expanded Executive Council came into^ 
existence they would be functioning here, and we, as popular represen¬ 
tatives, will have to work with them, vote their supplies or reject them 
and so on . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member need not elaborate the point. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Therefore, -the point is the default on 
the part of the advisers of His Excellency the Governor General 
to advise His Excellency to convoke a session of the Assembly to 
consider this specific offer, because it was a momentous offer and it is 
surprising that instead of giving the Legislative Assembly any chance . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahimi * The Honourable 
Member is making a speech. 

Pandit Iiakshmi Kanta Maitra: I am not making a speech. I merely 
say that people who are not connected with the Assembly in any way, 
outside people, should not have been preferred to the LegiiTative 
Assembly in the matter of the consideration of this offer and we should 
have been given a chance. Government has failed to do that. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan (Leader of the 
House): Sir, I object to this motion, as the subject matter of this motion - 
cannot form the subject of an adjournment motion. To begin with, 
what is sought to be discussed is the declaration, and the declaration is 
the declaration of His Majesty’s Government made by the Governor 
General; and even assuming that this motion could in some manner be 
shown to be in order, what is there to be discussed? The subject matter* 
of the discussion would be the declaration of His Majesty’s Government 
through the Governor General .... 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I think what the 
Mover wants to discuss is the failure of the Government of India to 
advise the Governor General. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZairuUah Khaa'^ I am coming to 
that. Then the Honourable Member has said that this House should 
have been taken into confidence before the public lyere taken into- 
confidence: that is to say, before the declaration was mside, this House 
should have been summoned and the declaration placed U®foro it . . . . 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan): No, no. 

T^e Honourable Sir Muhammad Za^Uah Sian: The was- 

made by the Governor General as Governor General. The Government 
qi India as such need have no knowledge and do not neoess^irily have- 
knowledge of matters which are entirely within the discretion of the^ 
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Governor General as such. .. Therefore, ^ the adoption of any suggestion 
that before the public was taken into confidence,—that is what the 
IJfonoui’able Membei;’ said—this House should have been taken into confi¬ 
dence, was, so far as the Government of India are concerned, out of 
the question. 

Next, the summoning of the Legislature is the business of the 
Governor General, and the Government of India as such have no locus 
standi to advise tlie Governor General on such matters. Therefore it 
comes to this, that according to the Honourable Member, either before 
the declaration was actually made or immediately after it was made, 
the Government of India should somehow or other have forced the • 
Governor General to call a session of the Assenibly and forced him to 
place the matter before the House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member’s point seems to be that they have no duty to advise the 
Governor General to that effect. 

The Honoura,bl6 Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan: Not only is it not 
their duty, they have no business to give advice on such a matter. So 
far as the responsibility of the Government of India is concerned, there 
is no obligation laid upon them to give advice in these matters. They 
would be exceeding the limits of the constitution if as a matter of right 
they insisted upon giving advice to the Governor General in these 
matters. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): What about the 
constitution of War Advisory Committees? Does not that come within, 
the scope of this Executive Council? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan: No. The offer was 
made that the Governor General would constitute a War Advisory Com¬ 
mittee to advise him: it has nothing to do with the Government of ' 
India. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: May I say a word by way of reply? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): There is no reply. 
As objection has been taken, those Honourable Members who are for- 
leave being granted will rise in their places. (Less than twenty-five 
Honourable Members rose in their seats.) As less than twenty-five • 
Members are for leave being granted, leave is refused. 


Non-Association of Non-Official* Representative Indians with the 
Eastern Group Conference, 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The next motion 
is also in the name of Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra, who wishes to • 
discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, viz., the failure 
of the Government of India to impress on His Majesty's Government at 
Home, the necessity of associating Non-official Representative Indians 
with the Eastern Group Conference held in Delhi towards the end of* 
October last. Can the Leader of the Hoiise throw any light on this 
matter ? 
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The HonoUlrablft Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: In the first place, 
Sir, this is put the other way about. It is not the business of His 
Majesty’s Govertniuent. But actually there are quite a substantial 
number of representative Indians associated with the Eastern Group 
Conference as Advisers in exactly the same way as advisers of the other 
delegations. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maltra: It does not meet my point at all. My 
motion is based on the fact that they had no character of delegates. It 
is not a question of giving advice. The Conference had representative 
'delegates from all these countries, except India. 

Mfk President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): The Honourable 
Member has worded his motion as “the necessity of associating iion- 
.official representative Indians’* .... 

Pandit Lakehmi Kanta Maltra: Certainly it means in the capacity of 
• delegates, not as advisers. 

Mr. Pre&ldent (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): It does not say so. 

Phe Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: May I explain, Sir? 
'The Eastern Group Conference, so fur as the Visiting Delegations from 
-countries in the Eastern Group are concerned, consists of delegates who 
represent their Governments and Advisers to delegations. The Indian 
representation also consists of delegates who represent the Government 
of India and non-official as w'ell as official advisers in the same way as 
there are advisers to other delegations. There is no distinction whatever 
betw^een the tw'o arrangements, and, as I have said, there are a 
substantial number of official as well as non-official Indian advisers; as 
a matter of fact, their number is so large that it has been freely referred 

as the army of Indian advisers which the Government have associated 
with this conference. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): In view of the 
facts the Leader of the House has stated, this motion is disallowed as 
not being in order. 


Befusal of PEimissroN to Mr. Bhulabiiai Desai and to Mr. Asaf Ali 

TO VISIT WaZIRISTAN. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The next one is also 
in the name of Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra in which he wants to 
discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the 
refusal of permission to Mr. Bhulabhai Desai. Leader of the Opposition, 
and to Mr. Asaf Ali, another IMember of this House, to visit Waziristan on a 
goodwill mission. . . . Eefusal by whom? 

Pandit Lakahml Kanta Maitra: By the Government of the Frontier 
in consultation with the Government of India. 

Mir. Presidstlt (The Honqurable Sir Abdur Bahim): In consultation 
"with the Government of India? 
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Mai^ra: Yes, as we read in tbe press reports, 
that these two gentlemen who are Members of this House were undei; 
the Defence of India Act prevented from entering Waziristan; the 
Defence of India Act has been passed by this House; and this action 
on the part of the Government means the ourtailment of the liberties of 
Members of this House .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur llahim): The Honourable 
Member need not make a speech. I v^ant to know the facts. 

Mr. O. K. Oaroe (Secretary, External Affairs Department): With your 
permission, Sir, I wish to take the point about refusal of permission to 
visit Waziristan. This is a matter connected with the tribal areas, and 
Waziristan being a part of tribal areas, under the Legislative Kules a 
motion of adjournment cannot be moved without the consent of tha 
Governor General on any matter connected with the tribal areas. The 
same rule which applies to Kesolntions ap])lies to adjournment motions 
also. 

ML President (The Honourable Sir Abdur habiin): Then. T suppose 
the Honourable Member can move it if he can get the consent of the 
Governor General. Does the Honourable Member object to this motion? 

Mr. 0. K. Oaroe: Yes, Sir, unless consent of the Governor General is 
obtained, it is out of order. The rule is sub-clause (b) of clause 2 of 
sub-rule (2) of rule 2S, page 111, read with clause 5 of rule 12 at page 107. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Idiat applies to 
adjournment motions also. 

Mr. 0. K. Oaroe: Under rule 12, clause 5, that rule applies to adjourn¬ 
ment motions also. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) * As objection has 
been taken to this motion being moved, Honourable Members who are 
in support of this motion will rise in their seats. 

(Less than 25 Honourable Members stood up.) 

As less than 25 Honourable Members are m support , of this motion, 
leave is refused. 

Then, the next one. No. 8, is also in the name of Pandit Lakshmi 
Kanta Maitra. 


Dacca Mail Disaster. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Then, we come 
to No. 6, which is in the name of Dr. P. N. Banerjea. He wishes to 
move that the business of the House be adjourned to consider a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely, the Dacca Mail disaster on. 
the Eastern Bengal Railway on the 6th August, 1940, resulting in heavy 
loss of life. I understand there is no objection to this motion. 

The Honourable Si;r Andrew Glow: I have no objection, Sir. 
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Mir. President (The Hbnourable Sir Abduir Kihim) : The mOftion will 
be taken up either at 4 O’clock or betoe that, as soon as the business of 
ihe House is finished. 


H. E. THE GOVERNOR. GENERAL’S ASSENT TO BILLS. 

Secretary of the Assembly: Sir, information has been received that 
the following Bills which were passed by both Chambers of the Indian 
Legislature, during the Budget Session, 1940, have been assented to by 
His Excellency the Governor General under the provision of sub-section 

(1) of section t>8 of the Government of India Act, as continued by sec- 
•tion 317 of the Government of India Act, 1935: — 

(1) The Registration (Emergency Powers) Act, 1940, s 

(2) The Foreigners Act, 1940, 

(3) The Royal Indian Navy (Extension of Service) Act, 1940, 

(4) The Offences on Ships and Aircraft Act, 1940, 

(5) The Trade Marks Act, 1940, 

(6) The Indian Coinage (Amendment) Act, 1940, 

i(7) The Reserve Bank of India (Closing of Annual Accounts) Act, 
1940, 

(8) The Indian Emigration (Amendment) Act, 1940, 

(9) The Reserve Bank of India (Aineiidruent) Act, 1940, 

(10) The Indian Arbitration Act, 1940, 

(11) The Coal Mines Safety (Stowing) Amendment Act, 1940, 

(12) The Income-tax Law Amendment Act, 1940, 

(13) The Reserve Bank of India (Second Amendment) Act, 1940, 

(14) The Parsi Marriage and Divorce (Amendment) Act, 1940, 

•(15) The Excess Profits Tax Act, 1940* 

(16) The Indian Finance Act, 1940, 

{17) The Factories (Amendment) Aot, 1940, 

(18) The National Service (European British Subjects) Act, 1940, 

(19) The Defence of India (Amendment) Act, 1940, 

(20) The Insurance (Amendment) Act, 1940, 

(21) The Indian Tariff (Amendment) Act, 1940, 

{22) The Indian Tariff (Second Amendment) Act, 1940, 

{23) The Drugs Act, 1940, 

{24) The Indian Mines (Amendment) Act, 1940, 

(25) The Petroleum (Amendment) Act, 1940, 

(26) The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 1940, and 

(27) the Agricultural Produce Cess Act, 1940. ' ^ 



€EliTAIN HOME DEPAHTMENT DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE 

TABLE. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell (Home Member): Sir, I lay on 

■the table copies of the nine documents* named under item’ 1 in the list of 
business. 1 think I need not read them out. 


‘Government of India, Home Department, Declaration of Exemption, No. 21/68/39- 
Political, DATED New Delhi, the 18th April 1940. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners 
Act, 1939 (XVl of 1939), the Central Government is pleased to declare that the 
provisions of the Registration of Foreigners Rules, 1939, except rule 8 and such of 
the provisions of rules 4, 14, 15 and 16 as apply to, or in relation to, pasjsengers and 
visitors who are not foreigners, shall not apply to, or in relation to, the officials 
attached to the Japanese Consulate in India, mentioned in the annexed list and their 
families so long as they hold the posts noted against their names. 

List. 

1. Mr, T. Inui, Chancellor, Consulate General for Japan at Karachi* 

2. Mr. T. Ishidia, Chancellor, Consulate General for Japan at Calcutta. 


'Government of India, Home Department, Declaration of Exemption, No. 21/68/39- 
Political (W), DATED Simla, ihe 1st June, 1940. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners 
Act, 1939 (XVI of 1939), the Central Government is pleased to declare that the 
provisions of the Registration of Foreigners Rules, 1939, except rule 8 and such of 
the provisions of rules 4, 14, 15 and 16 as apply to. or in relation to, passengers and 
visitors who are not foreigners, shall not apply to, or in relation to, Mr. Josef Luley, 
and his family so long as the said Mr. Josef Luley, holds the post of Secretary of the 
•Consulate for Czechoslovakia at Bombay. 


Government of India, Home Department, Notific.ation, No. 21/15/40- Political (W.), 
dated Simla, the 6th June 1940. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners 
Act, 1939 (XVI of 1939), the Central Government is pleased to direct that the follow¬ 
ing further amendment shall be made in the Declarations published with the notifica- 


*(i) a copy of the Home Department Declaration of Exemption No. 21/68/39- 
Political, dated the 18th April, 1940; 

(ii) a copy of the Home Department Declaration of Exemption No. 21/68/39- 
Political (W), dated the 1st June, 1940; 

(iii) a copy of the Home Department Notification No. 21/15/40-Political (W), 
dated the 6th June, 1940; 

(iv) a copy of the Borne Department Ordier of Exemption No, 21/2/40-Political 
(W), dated the 15th June, 1940; 

(v) a copy of the Home Department Exemption Order No. 21/75/39-Politica*l (W), 
dated the ^th June, 1940; 

(vi) a copy of the Home Department Declaration of Exemption No. 21/68/39-III- 
Political (W), da^d the 28th June,' 1940; 

(vii) a copy of the Home Department Declaration of Exemption No. 21/18/40- 
Political (W), dated the 3rd July, 1940; 

(viii> a copy of- the Homo Departiticnt Order of Exemption No. 21/2/40-lPolitical 
(S), dated the 4th September, 1940; and 

(ix) a copy of tW Hoihe Department Declaration of Exemption No' 21 /18/40^Poli- 
iiical (E), dhted the 7th October, 1940. 

( 79 ) 
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tion oi the Goverament of India in the 5ome Department, No. 21 /32/39-Political, 
dated the 21st June 1939, namely ‘ u n 

In declaration 3 of the said Declarations, after clause (d) the following clause shall 
he inserted, iifimely ;— 

“(drf) any French subject of non-Asiatic birth ordinarily resident in any of the^ 
French Settlements bounded by India;’* 

Government of India, Home Department, Order, No. 21/2/40-Por.iriCAL (W), dated 
Simla, the 15th June, 1940. 


In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners 
Act 1930 (XVI of. 1939), the Central Government is pleased to declare that the 
provisions of sub-rule (S) of rule 7 and of sub-rules (f) and (/-A) of rule 15 of the 
Registration of Foreigners Rules, 1939, shall not apply to, or in relation to, Mr. 
Philip William Swan and. Mrs. Margarot Nansen Swan. American subjects, on any 
occasion on which they depart from British India with the object of proceeding only 
to Portuguese India. 


Govern.ment of India, Home Department, Exemption Order, No. 21 /75/39- Political. 

( W ), d.ated Simla, the 27th June, 1940. 

In exercise of the power.s conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners 
Act, 1939 (XVT of 1939), the Central Government is pleased to declare that the 
provisions of sub-rule (.'?) of rule 7 an*! of suh-rnle.'< (/) and (I-d) of rule 15 of the • 
Registration of Foreigners Rules. 1939, shall not apply to, or in relation to, any 
French subject registered in British India on any occasion on which he departs 
from Briti.'^h India with the object of proceeding only to a place in the French posses- 
siojis bounded by India. 


Government of India, Home Dif.^rtment, Df,(t.aration of Exemption, No. 21/ 
68/39-ITI-PoLn rcAL (W), dated Simla, the 28th June, 1940. 

Ill exercise of the powers conferred bv section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners 
Act, 1939 (XVI of 1939), the Central Government is pleased to declare that the 
provi.^iuns of the Rcoivtration of Foreignor.s Rule.'^. 1Q39. shall not aD])lv to. or in 
relation to, the dministrator of French Chnndcrnngorc, or to members of his family 
or staff accompanying him. 


Government of India, Home Department, Declaration of Exemption, No. 21/ 
18/40-POLmCAL (W), DATED SlMLA, THE 3rD JuPY, 1940. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigners 
Act, 1939 (XVI of 1939), the Central Government is pleased to declare that the 
provisions of rule 10 (2) of the Registration of Foreigners Rule, 1939, shall not apply 
to, or in relation to, the persons mentioned in the annexed list. 

List, 

1. Dr. Galen Fisher Scudder, Head of the Scudder Memorial Hospital, Ranipet. 

2- Dr. Paul Farr Russell, attached to the Rockfeller foundation, International 
Health Division, New York. 

3. The Most Rev. Louis Mathias, S. C. Roman Catholic Archbishop of Madras. 


Government of India, Home Department, Order, No. 21/2/40-Poutica’L (E) 
dated Simla, the 4th September, 1940. * 

A the power* conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Poreignefa- 

4ct, 1930 (XVI of 1939), the Central Govemineat is pleased to declare that the 
pro'^sions of suWule (S) of rule 7 and of sub-rules {!) and. (1-4) of rule 15 of the- 
feepstrahon of Foreigners Rules, 1939, shall not apply to, or in Ution to Mr 
Richard Rhea Pyton ^heen, an American subject, on any occasion on which her 
departs from British India with the object of proceeding only to ^rtugue^ India. ^ 
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GovntNMiNT or India Home Dispabtm&nt, Declabation or Exnonoif, No. 21/ 
18/40*Political (E), dated Simla, the 7th October, 1940, 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Registration of Foreigner? 
Act, 1939 (XVI of 1939), the Central Government is pleased to declare that the 
provisions of rule 10 (2) of the Registration of Foreigners Rules, 1939, shall not apply 
to, or in relation to the Very Reverend Monseigneur L. P. Kierkels, Apostolic Delegate 
to the East Indies. 


STATEMENT RE NET EARNINGS OF NEW RAILWAY LINES. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow (Member for Railways and Commu¬ 
nications); Sir, I lay on the tablo a co])y of the statement showing the net 
earnings for the financial year 1988-39 of recently constructed railway 
lines. 



Statement showing net earnings during the financial year 103S-3') of new lines opened on and after 1st April 1932 throughout for traffic for a full 
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CEBTAIN PAPEBS RE THE AGBICULTUKAL PBaDUCE GESS 
ACT LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Up. J. D. Tyson (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands): Sir, I lay on the table: 

(i) a copy of the rules framed by the Central Board of Bevenue 

under section 5 of the Agricultural Produce Cess Act\ 1940; 

(ii) a copy of the Central Board of Bevenue notification No. 35- 

Customs, dated the 3rd August, 1940, embodying an amend¬ 
ment to the rules framed by the Board under section 5 of the 

Agricultural Produce Cess Act, 1940; 

(iii) a copy of the rules framed under section 9 of the Agricultural 

Produce Cess Act, 1940; and 

(iv) a copy of the Begulations made under section 7 (^) of the 

Agricultural Produce Cess Act, 1940. 

CENTRAL BOARD OF REVENUE. 

NOTIFICATION. 

Customs. 

New Delhi, the 20 th April j 191 ^ 0 . 

No. 21 . —In exercise of the powers conferred by section 5 of the Agricultural Pro¬ 
duce Cess Act, 1940 (XXVII of 1940), the Central Board of Revenue makes the 
following rules :— 

Buies. 

1. When cess has been levied on any article specified in the Schedule to the said 
Act exported by land, and the exporter within two months from the date on which the 
cess was paid applies for a refund and presents to the Land Customs Officer in 
charge of the land customs station at which the cess was paid, a re-importation certi¬ 
ficate granted by the proper customs officer at the land customs station or customs port 
through which the article was subsequently reimported into India, the Land Customs 
Officer shall, if ho is satisfied of the identity of the article referred to in the 
certificate with the article in respect of which the refund is claimed, refund the whole 
amount of the cess so levied. 

2. If any person exporting by land any* of the articles specified in the Schedule to 
the said Act declares that the article is subsequently to be imported into India, the 
Land Customs Officer may, subject to any general or special orders of the Collector 
of Land Customs, permit him to export the article without payment of the cess 
leviable thereon ; 

Provided that a person permitted to export any such article without payment of 
the cess leviable thereon shall, if the raticle is not re-imported into India within such 
period as may be fixed by the Collector of Land Customs, pay the duty on demand, 
and the Land Customs Officer shall refuse to pass any goods belonging to such person 
until the said duty has been paid. 

K. G. JACOB, 

Second Secy., Central Board of Bevenue. 


No. 21.—C. No. 231-Cus. 1/40. 

Copy forwarded to— 

All Collectors of Customs (including th« Collector of Customs, Chittagong and 
the Collectors of Salt Revenue, Bombay and Madras.) 

The Director of Inspection, Customs and Central Excises. 

( 83 ) 
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The Secretary to the Financial Commissioner, Bun^n^ 

The Collector of Customfl, Bangoon. 

The Education, Health and Lands Department. 

The Commerce Department. 

The Political Department. *' 

Tim External Affairs Department. 

The Director General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics for publication 
in the Indian Trade Journal, • 

The Indian Trade Commissioner, London. 

*The Indian Government Trade CornTniaaioner. Hamburg, Germany. 

*The Indian Government Trade Commissioner, Milan, Italy. 

The Indian Government Trade Commissioner, Japan. 

The Indian Government Trade Commissioner, Mombasa (East Africa). 

The Indian Government Trade Commissioner, New York. 

The Indian Government Trade Commissioner at Alexandria. 

The Canadian Government Trade Commissioner, Calcutta. 

The American Trade Commissioner, Calcutta. 

The British Trade Commissioners in India, Calcutta and Bombay. 

The Director, Federation of British Industries, London. 

The Hon’ble the Resident for the States of Western India. 

The Resident for Baroda and the Gujerat States. 

The Resident for the Madras States. 

The Resident for Kolhapur and the Deccan States. 

The Chief Customs Officer, Okha (Kathiawar). 

The Principal Collector of Customs, Colombo. 

The Excise Inspector, Sea Customs, Alleppy. 

By order, etc., 

W. A. ROSE, 

for Second Secretary, Central Board of Revenue. 


CENTRAL BOARD OF REVENUE. 


NOTIFICATION. 

Customs. 

Simla, the 3rd Augutt, 191^0. 

N 0 . Sh .—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Agricultural 
Produce Cess Act, 1940 (XXVII of 1940), the Central Board of Revenue directs that 
the following amendmend shall be made in the Rules published with its notification 
No. 21-Customs, dated the 20th April 1940, namely :— 

In rule 1 of the said Rules, for the word “two** the word “six” shall bo sub¬ 
stituted. 


K. G. JACOB, 

Second Secy., Central Board of Revenue. 


^c/o The High Commissioner for India, London. 
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Copy forwarded to~ 

All Collectors of Customs (including th« Collector of Customs, Chittagong and 
the Collectors of Salt Revenue, Bombay and Madras). 

The Director of Inspection, Customs and Central Excises. 

The Secretary to the Financial Commissioner, Burma. 

The Collector of Customs, Rangoon. 

The Education, Health and Lands Department. 

The Commerce Department. 

The Political Department. 

The External Affairs Department. 

The Director General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics for publication 
in the Indian Trade. Journal. 

The Indian Trade Commissioner, London. 

The Indian Government Trade Commissioner, Japan. 

The Indian Government Trade Commissioner, Mombasa (East Africa). 

The Indian Government Trade Commissioner, New York. 

The Indian Government Trade Commissioner at Alexandria. 

The Canadian Government Trade Commissioner, Calcutta. 

The American Trade Commissioner, Calcutta. 

The British Trade Commissioners in India, Calcutta and Bombay. 

The Director, Federation of British Industries, London. 

The Hon’ble the Resident for the States of Western India. 

The Resident for Baroda and the Gujorat States. 

The Resident for the Madras States. 

The Resident for Kolhapur and the Deccan States. 

The Chief Customs Officer, Okha (Kathiawar). 

The Principal Collector of Customs, Colombo. 

The Excise Inspector, Sea Customs, Alleppy. 

By order, etc., 
KISHORI LAL, 

* for Second Secy., Central Board of Bevenut. 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, HEALTH AND LANDS. 

NOTIFICATION. 

Agriculture. 

New Delhi, the 18th September, 191^0. 

No. F. SfJfO. —In exercise of the powers conferred by section 9 of the Agricultural 
Produce Cess Act, 1940 (XXVII of 1940), the Central Government, after consultation 
with the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research, is pleased to make the following 
Tules, namely :— 

The Imperial Council of Agricultural Reetarck Reserve Fund and Regulation of 

Expenditure Rules, 1910. 

1. These Rules may be called the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. Reserve 
lP*und and Regulation of Expenditure Rules, 1940. 

2. In these Rules, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context,— 

(a) ‘Act’ means the Agricultural produce Cess Act, 1940 (XXyil of 1940); 

(b) ‘Committee’ means the Standing Finance Committee constituted under seo- 

tibn 7 6f the Act; 
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(c) ‘Council’ means the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research; 

(d) ‘Financial Adviser’ means the officer appointed by the Central Government 

as a member of the Committee under sub-section (1) of section 7 of ther 
Act; 

(e) ‘Fund’ means the reserve fund created under section 8 of the Act. 

3. The Council shall contribute annually to the Fund such amount of the net 
proceeds of the duty received during the financial year under section 6 of the Act ae 
may be in excess of Rs. 14 lakhs : 

Provided that the annual contribution— 

(a) need not be greater than the amount necessary to bring the accumulated 

balance in the Fund up to Rs. 20 lakhs; 

(b) shall not exceed Rs. 2^ lakhs except on the recommendation of the Com¬ 

mittee. 

4. The Fund may be invested wholly or in part in the same manner as the other 
funds of the Council. 

5. The uninvested balances of the Fund shall be kept with the Imperial Bank of 
India separately from the other funds of the Council. 

6. All iutere.st accruing on investments of the Fund shall until the accumulated 
balance therein amounts to Rs. 20 lakhs, be credited to the Fund, and shall thereafter 
be available for expenditure for the purposes of the Council. 

7. (1) If in any year the net proceeds of the duty received under section 6 of the 
Act fall short of Rs. 14 lakhs, the Council may, on the recommendation of the Com¬ 
mittee and with the approval of the Governing Body, draw upon the Fund to make 
good the deficiency. 

(2) Save as provided in sub-rule (1), no money shall be withdrawn from the Fund 
without the previous approval of the Central Government. 

8. The Council shall refer to the Financial Adviser for his advice_ 

(i) the annual statement of income and expenditure of the Council, and 

(ii) such matters relating to the expenditure of the money paid to the Coun¬ 

cil under section 6 of the Act as the Central Government may by general 

or special order specify. 

9. The Financial Adviser shall be given access to all sucli records of the Council aa 
may be required by him for the purpose of advising on the matters referred to hinv 
under rule 8. 


10. In the event of di.sagreement between the Council and the Financial Adviser 
in respect of any matter referred to him under rule 8, the Financial Adviser may ask 
the Council to bring the matter to (he notice of the Central Gpvernment, and the> 
Council shall comply with the request. 

11. as otherwise Mpressly proviHod in these Rules, all transactions relatinit 
to the Fund shall generally be subject to such provisions of the rules and regula¬ 
tions and bye-laws of the Council as are applicable to the financial transactions of 


G. S. BOZMAN, 

Joint Secy., to the Govt, of India^ 


IMPERIAL COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH. 


NOTIFICATION. 

New Delhi, the 10th September, 191^0. 

No. F. {10)j^0‘G .—The following Regulations, made by the Imperial Council of 
Agricultural Research under Section 7 (2) of the Agricultural Produce Cess, Act, 1940*, 
are published for general information :— 


STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE REGULATIONS. 

(made by the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research with the previous approval’ 
of the Central Government under Section 7 (2) of the Agricultural Produce Cess Act. 
1940.) 
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1. In these Regulations, 

(i) ‘Committee’ means the Standing Finance Committee constituted under Section 

7 of the Agricultural Produce Cess Act, 1940, (XXVII of 1940); 

(ii) Council means the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. 

Constitution of the, Committee. 

2. The Committee shall consist of the following members :— 

(i) the Vice-Chairman of the Council ex-officio, 

(ii) one member appointed by the Central Government (hereinafter referred to 

as the Financial Adviser), 

(iii) three members elected annually by the Governing Body of the Council, two 

from among themselves and one from among the representatives of the 
Central Legislature on that Body. 

3. The elected members shall hold office for 12 months commencing on the Ist 
September, but shall be eligible for re-election. 

4. Anyi casual vacancy in the Committee shall be filled by election or appointment, 
as the case may be^ in accordance with the provisions of regulation 2. 

5. The term of office of a member elected to a casual vacancy shall commence from 
the date of election and shall continue to the 31st August next. 

6. No act or proceeding of the Committee shall be invalid by reason only of the 
existence of a vacancy in the Committee. 

7. The Committee shall elect annually, as soon after the 1st September, as may be 
practicable, a President from among its members. 

8. The Secretary of the Council shall ex-officio be the Secretary of the Committee. 

Functions of the Committee. 

9. The functions of the Committee are— 

(i) to scrutinise the annual statement of income and expenditure of the Council 

and submit it to the Governing Body with its recommendations; 

(ii) to examine the estimates of all schemes involving— 

(a) an annual expenditure of not less than Rs. 10,000 or 

(b) a total expenditure of Rs. 50,000 or more. 

(iii) to scrutinise all proposals for the creation of Class T posts; 

(iv) to scrutinise all proposals for amendment of the bye-laws of the Council 

affecting delegation of financial powers by the Governing Body; and 

(v) such other functions in respect of financial matters as may be assigned to 

the Committee by the Governing Body of the Council. 

Procedure of the Committee. 

10. (1). The President of the Committee shall preside at all meetings of the 
Committee. 

(2) In the absence of the President the members present shall elect a member of the 
Committee to preside at the meetings. 

11. Three members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum. 

12. (1) Meetings of the Committee shall ordinarily be convened by the Secretary 
as occasion may require, and at least once a year. 

(2) A meeting shall also be convened if not less than three members of the 
Committee make a written request to that effect. 

13. Ten clear days’ notice of every meeting of the Committee shall be given to 
each member. 

14. In the case of a difference of opinion among the members of the Finance Com¬ 
mittee the opinion of the majority shall prevail; 
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Provided that the dissenting members shall have the right to record minutes of 
dissent. 

15. In case of an equality of votes on any question, the President of the meeting 
shall have a casting vote. 

16. Notwithstanding anything contained in regulations 14 and 16, the Financial 
Adviser may in the event of his disagreement with the other members of the Com¬ 
mittee in respect of any matter, require a reference to be made by the Committee to 
the Governing Body, and by the Governing Body to the Central Government. 

17. Any business, except such as the Committee may by general or special order 
direct to be placed before a meeting, may be transacted by circulating papers to all 
members and by obtaining in writing the views of at least three of them. 

18. The Secretary .shall keep a record of all proceedings of the Committee and 
discharge such other functions as the Committee may assign to him, 

S. BA8U, 

Secretary. 


CERTAIN PAPERS EE MOTOR VEHICLES RULES LAID ON THE 

TABLE. 

' The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow (Member for Railways and Com- 
12 Noon, mimications): Sir, I lay* on the table: 

(a) The Motor Vebielcs Rules, 1940, for British Baluchistan and 
two notifications, dated 24tb June 1940 and 7th September 
1940 amending them; 

(h) The IMotor Vehicles Rules, 1940, for Ajmer-Merwara; 

(c) The Motor Vehicles Rules, 1040. Dellii and two notifications, 

dated 29th May 1940, and 3rd October 1940, amending them; 

(d) The Motor Vehicles Rule.s, 1940, for Coorg and two notifications, 

dated 15th June 1940, amending them; 

(e) The Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940 for the Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands; and 

(f) Two notifications, dated 9th April 1940, and Olh Angu.st 1940, 

amending the Motor Vehicles International Circulation Rules, 
1933. 


MOTION RE ELECTION OF A MEMBER ON THE COUNCIL OF THE 
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE, BANGALORE, 

Mx. J. D. TyBOn (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands): Sir, I move: 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as may be approved by 
the Honourable the President, a member to represent this House on the Council of the 
Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, for the period 1941—43 (both years inclusive) 
in pursuance of the provisioms of clause 11 (Secondly) of the Scheme for the Adminia- 
tralion and Management of the Properties and Funds of the Institute, which was 
published in the Gazette of India, with the notification of the Department of Education, 
Health and Lands, No. F. 53-1/37, dated the 2nd December 1937 os subsequently 
amended.’’ 


*Not included in these debates, but copies have been placed in the Libijary of the 
Hou«er—Ed. of D. 
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Mr. Frdsident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahirn): The question is: 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as may be approved by 
the Pfonourablo the President, a member to represent this House on the Council of the 
Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, for the period 1941—43 (both years inclusive) 
in pursuance of the provisions of clause 11 (Secondly) of the Scheme for the Adminis¬ 
tration and Management of the Properties and Funds'of the Institute, which was i)ub- 
lished in the Gnzeftp of India, with the notification of the Department of Education, 
Health and Lands, No. F. 53-1/37, dated the 2nd December 1937 as stibseqiiently 
amended.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I may inform Hon¬ 
ourable Members that for tbe. purpose of election o: a Member to the 
Council of the Indian Institute of Science, Ran^^alore, tlu; Notice Office 
will be open to receive nominations up to 12 noon on Friday the <Sth 
November, 1940, and that the election, if nec<’ssary, will be held in the 
Assistant Secretary’s room in the Council TT()use, New Delhi, between 
the hours of 10-30 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Monday the 11th November, 1940. 
The election will be conducted in accordance with the principle of propor¬ 
tional representation by means of the single transferable vote. 


THE REPEALING AND AMENDING BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Tiaw Member') Sir, 
I beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill to repeal certain enactments 
and to amend certain other enactments. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Raliiin): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to repeal certain enactments and to 
amend certain other enactments.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Sir, I introducte the 
Bill. 


THE INDIAN REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell (Home Member): Sir, T beg to 
move for leave to introduce a Bill further to arnefid the Indian Registra¬ 
tion Act, 1908, for certain purposes. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Regis¬ 
tration Act, 1908, for certain purposes.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

THE CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell (Home Member): Sir, I beg 
to move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Code of Civil 
I¥ocedure, 1908. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eabim): The question is: 

“That loave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 1908.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

THE CODE OF CIUMINAL PliOCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell (Home Member): Sir, I beg to 
move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1898. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That Icavo be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal 
Procedure. 1898.“ 

Thp motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

THE INDIAN WORKS OF DEFENCE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. 0. M, G-. Ogilvie (Defence Secretary): Sir, I beg to move for leave 
to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Works of Defence Act, 
1908. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur RahiTii): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Works of 
Defence Act, 1903.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. 0. M. G, Ogilvie: Sir, [ introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN NAVY (DISCIPLINE) AMENDMENT BILL. 

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie* (Defence Secretary): Sir, T beg to move for leave 
to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Navy (Discipline) Act, 
1934, for certain purposes. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahiu]): The question is* 

‘ Th:it leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Navy 
(Discipline) Act, 1934, for certain purposes,” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN NAVY (DISCIPLINE) SECOND AMENDMENT BILL. 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie (Defence Secretary): Sir, I beg to move for leave 
to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Navy (Discipline) Act, 
1934. (Second Amendment.) 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kabim): The question is: 

“That leave b© {granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Navy 
(Discipline) Act, 1924. (Second Amendment.)” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN MEKCHANDISE MABKS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Mem¬ 
ber for Commerce and Tjabour)- Sir, I be^^ to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill further to amend the law relating to fraudulent marks on merchandise. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur llahim): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the law relating to- 
fraudulent marks on merchandise.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar; Sir, 1 
introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Mem¬ 
ber fo” (,'oiiinierce and Labour): Sir, T beg to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill further to amend the Indian Companies Act, 1013. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The question is: 

e 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Com¬ 
panies Act, 1913.” 

The motion was adopted 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Sir, I 
introduce the Bill. 

THE WAR DONATIONS AND INVESTMENTS (COMPANIES) BILL. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Member 
for Commerce and Labour): Sir, [ beg to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill to enable companies in British India to make donations to public 
funds formed, and to make investments in Government loans floated, for 
the purpose of assisting the prosecution of the present war. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to enable companies in British India to 
make donations to public funds formed, and to make investments in Government loans, 
floated for he purpose of assisting the prosecution of the present war.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Sir I 
introduce the Bill. 
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THE CANTONMENTS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

-Mr. 0. M. O, Ogilvie (Defence Secretary): Sir, I beg to move for leave 
to introduce a Bill further to amend the Cantonments Act, 1924. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Cantonments Act, 
1924.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. d. M. &. Ogilvie: Sir, T introduce the Bill. 


THE EESEKVE BANK OF INDIA (THIED AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The .Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Minnher): Sir, J move 
for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Eeserve Bank of India 
Act, 1934. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahini): The (piestion is: 

“That leave bo granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Reserve Bank of 
India Act. 1934.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honburable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

THE MOTOE SPIEIT (DUTIES) AMENDMENT BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Sir, I move 
for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend tlio Motor Spirit (Duties) 
Act, 1917. . 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): Tlie question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Motor Spirit 
<^Euties) Act, 1917.’’. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

THE INDIAN INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Sir, I move 
for leave to introduce a Bill further t^ amend tlie Indian Jiicome-tax Act, 
1922, and to make certain transitory provisions with respect to the opera¬ 
tion of that Act on the coming into force of Bart 11 of the Indian Income' 
tax (Amendment) Act, 1939. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Income- 
tax Act, 1922, and to. make certain transitory provisions with respect to the operation 

{ 92 ) 
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of that Act on the coming into force of Part II of the Indian Income-tax (Ainend- 
i^nt) Act, 1939/' ' 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Ralsman^ Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


FINANCE MEMBER’S STATEMENT ON THE FINANCIAL 

POSITION. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Chair under¬ 
stands that the Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman wishes to make a state¬ 
ment. 

The Honourably Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Sir, in the 
course of my Budget speech, i emphasised tlie impossibility oi foreseeing 
the future course of the War and the highly conjectural nature of many 
of the assumptions underlying our Estimates for the current year. In 
particular, 1 made it clear that the Budget Estimates of Defence Expendi¬ 
ture provided for only such emergency measures chargeable to Indian 
Revenues as bad either already been put into force or were in train, and 
I also drew attention to the precarious nature under War conditions of 
our revenue, particularly our revenue from Customs duties. 

The tremendous events of the last six months have justified these 
premonitions to an extent which no one could foresee last February. The 
overrunning by the Germans of Norway, Denmark, Holland, and Belgium, 
the entry of Italy into the war, and finally the catastrophic collapse of 
France, all within a space of less than four months, are developments of 
such immensity that no country, however far removed from the actual 
arena of war, can have escaped their disturbing influence. Their effect 
on the general economy of India is twofold, for apart from the wide 
resultant dislocation of trading activities, the seiioe of insecurity 
that these happenings engendered has compelled us to review the whole 
question of India’s needs in the matter of defence. The threats to India’s 
security from land, sea and air have, in the changed world conditions, 
become infinitely more menacing, and clearly necessitated the taking of 
further measures. 

2. So far as the economic aspect of these developments is concerned, 
it is clear that the passing under German doinination of many of those 
European countries with which India had flourishing trade relations must, 
for the time being, exercise a serious adverse effect on India’s export and 
import activities. Mor80V3r, for the purpose of conserving dollar exchange, 
we have had to impose certain restrictions on the import of non-essential 
goods from outside the sterling area. These factors, together with the 
dislocation in shipping caused by the entry of Italy into the war, have 
resulted in a marked decline in our Customs receipts. On present indi¬ 
cations the current year’s revenue from Customs and Central Excise taken 
together is likely to be considerably below even our conservative Budget 
estimates, and we now expect a decrease of Rs. 2^ crores on this account. 
At tlie same time owing to tihe piling up of stocks of Salt last winter, which 
inflated the receipts of last year, our revenue from this source in the 
current year is expected to be a crore less than the budget estimate. 
Railway receipts have continued to be satisfactory; it is now expected that 
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they will pay to Central Bevenues under the Bailway convention not only 
their fuJl contribution of Bs. 463 lakhs, based on 1 per cent, of the 
capital at charge, but also a further Rs. 79 lakhs as one third of the 
excess over the first Bs. 3 crores transferred to the Bailway Beserve Fund. 
But as the arrears in the contribution due on account of last year are 
i«ina]ler than anticipated, the actual increase in the Bail way contribution 
this year is estimated at only Bs. 41 lakhs more than the budget figure. 
At the same time the share of the Provinces in the divisible pool of 
income-tax for last year has worked out at Bs. 2,81 lal^hs as compared 
with our revised estimate of Bs. 2,38 lakhs. Bs. 39 lakhs were due as 
m’rears from the previous year and the sum actually distributed last March 
was Bs. 2,79 lakhs. There will thus be a further Bs. 41 lakhs to be paid to 
the Provinces along wdth the provisional payment for the current year. 
The only other appreciable change is an increase of Rs. 70 lakhs under 
Currency and Mint from the larger profits from the circulation of coin 
and notes; this provides a set-off to the heavy expenditure that has had 
to be incurred in the Mints and the Security Printing Press. The total 
result is a drop of nearly Bs. 3 crores in revenue in the current year. We 
are, however, fortunate in having an additional Bs. 6.86 lakhs available 
in the Revenue Beserve Fund from the unexpectedly large surplus of 
last year. This was mainly due to the laying in of stocks in the closing 
months of the last financial year so that the abnormal receipts which then 
accrued from Customs, Sait and Railways, were not only temporary, but 
have been the cause of corresponding decreases under these same revenue 
heads this year. 

Against this additional balance in the Revenue Reserve Fund we have to 
set off not only the cuncuit year's drop in revenue but also the additional 
civil expenditure estimated at approximately Rs. 230 lakhs which has had to 
be incurred this year. The greater part of this has been directly or in¬ 
directly due to the war and the schemes in question have been approved 
by the Standing Finance Committee or sanctioned by Government on this 
account. Thus there is the scheme for the training of 300 pilots and 2,000 
mechanics each year for the Air Force Reserve; Rs. 30 lakhs are to be 
expended this year on the purcliase of aeroplanes and equipment for train¬ 
ing centres and for the payment of allowances and fees for the trainees. 

Then there is the scheme for the training of war technicians designed 
to ensure a constantly growing supply of skilled personnel for munitions 
factories and other war industries. The arrangements for obtaining addi¬ 
tional equipment for the institutions already selected for training purposes 
and for the calling up of volunteers are now nearing completion and "there 
is every reason to hope that the training courses will be in operation by 
January and that within 6 months trainees who have had previous ex¬ 
perience will be passing out into the technical branches of the defence 
services as well as into ordnance factories and civil industry. Within the 
next 3 months many more institutions will have been selected for training 
purposes and the number of trainees greatly increased, while by the 
end of next year it is expected to have 15,000 men trained or under train¬ 
ing. A very large expenditure is involved, estimated at about Bs. 93 
lakhs but as the bulk of this will have to be met in the financial year 
1941-42, only initial payments amounting to Rs. 10 lakhs fall to be 
provided in the current year. 

Expenditure on Air Baid Precautions, though occurring largely in the 
Provincial field, is to be met by the Centre through grants-in-aid to the 
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Provincial Governments and this is expected to cost Es. 25 lakhs in the 
current year. Payments amounting to lis. 25 lakhs are also being made 
to the Provinces to cover the cost of extra police employed as the result 
of the war for agency functions and for protective duties. The Centre 
has also agreed to pay one-third of the cost of the training of Civic Guards 
which is expected to involve payments amon^inting to lls. 10 lakhs this 
year. Tlie strengthening of the Frontier Constabulary in the Tribal Areas 
has cost Ks. 8 lakhs. A scheme for the improvement of the road from 
Multan to Quetta to ensure the maintenance of through communications 
for heavy motor transport has been sanctioned by the Standing Finance 
Committee; on this Rs. 20 lakhs are expected to be spent this year. In 
view of the danger of the interruption of supplies of quinine from abroad, 
the Central Government agreed to finance a large-scak' purchase on behalf 
of the pooled requirements of the Provinces and States in India and of 
the Defence Services. Tlie amount to be charged to revenue on account 
of the Central Civil Reserve is Rs. 15 lakhs. Another large sum has to be 
provided for the additional e.xp( THliture on rnetah paper and machinery for 
the Mints and the Currency Note and Security Presses to meet the 
wide-spread demand for coin and notes. Of this sum, Rs. 29 lakhs is 
expected to be spent in the current year. Other items approved by the 
Standing Finance Committee include a grant of Rs. 3J lakhs to the 
Tuberculosis Association of India towards the cost of establishing and 
maintaining a Tuberculosis Sanatorium at Kasauli, of which Rs. 2 lakhs 
are to be paid this year. Then in addition to a number of self-balancing 
items, the cost of which will be recovered later, there is the grant of Rs. 5 
lakhs to the Board of Scientific and Industrial Research promised at the 
time of the last BinJ^et and not provided in the grants then voted. 

Finally, a further Rs. 15 lakhs have had to be spent on Famine Relief 

works and on Medical Establishment for Famine Camps in Ajmer- 
Merwara which owing to the failure of the winter crops had to be extended 
till September of this year. 

3. But it is in the field of defence expenditure that our budget has been 
most seriously disturbed. The increase in such expenditure over the pre¬ 
war level was estimated at Rs. 834 lakhs. The opinion has, I know, been 
held in many (piarters that this represented a remarkably modest addition 
to India’s defence t3X[)euditure; and if it had been intc'iided as the measure 
of India’s war effort for the current year, it would clearly have been 

grossly inadequate. But as I explained at the time it represented only 

so much of the cost of the commitments already imdertaken as was charge¬ 
able to Indian revenues under the financial settlement with His Majesty’s 
Government. Aforeovor, India’s war effort was at the time very severely 
restricted by supply difficulties. The position in this respect has since 
improved enormously and it will perhaps not be out of place here to give 
the House a conspectus of the present situation and some indication of 
our future plans. 

Owing to a variety of factors into which I need not enter, the provision 
of certain forms of equipment for which India is dependent upon overseas 
sources has been unavoidably delayed. The position is, however, now 
steadily improving and regular consignments of some of these supplies are 
now beginning to reach India. There are still difficulties in the way of 
India procuring certain types of machinery, aircraft, and some of the more 
specialised forms of equipment. Every possibility has been explored in our 
efforts to make good these deficiencies and there is no doubt that as soon 
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as the over-riding requirements of the United Kingdom and other active 
war fronts have been met, our wants can and will be supplied. As soon 
as this happens, and I do not think that we shall have to wait long, much 
heavier charges than hitherto will have to be undertaken. 

Meanwhile the financial settlement with His Majesty’s Government has 
enabled the mobiii 2 ;ation and development of India’s resources for war to, 
be expanded with the utmost rapidity at a cost to the Indian taxpayer 
which represents no more than a fair charge to India for her own require¬ 
ments. Indeed it is not too much to say that apart from having made 
invaluable contributions to the conduct of the war on many fronts, India 
has reached the stage when virtual self-sufficiency in matters pertaining 
to her local defence is no longer a distant dream. When the war began 
India’s main assets were an enormous supply of man power and an 
abundance of raw materials. She has now become, in addition, a producer 
of a great range of manufactured stores. Starting as she did with small, 
though highly, organised Ordnance factories, she has been enabled owing 
to careful pre-war planning, not only vastly to increase the output of' 
those articles which she was already producing, but to develop new lines 
w’ith success and rapidity. This progress could not possibly have been 
achieved had it not been for the completeness of this pre-war planning. 

For reasons which I trust will be generally appreciated, we have not 
hitherto felt justified in describing: in any detail the progress and dimen¬ 
sions of our war effort. The time has, however, come when we can lift 
ih,e veil a little more than we have done in the past, though there is, of 
course, still a good, deal which in the interests of security I am unable to 
mention, • 

Our schemes for the expansion of our armed forces have, of course, 
depended on the availability of supply both from the United Kingdom and 
other overseas sources and from the development of Indian industries. We 
are now actually engaged in producing as a first step and in a comparatively 
short time an army which will amount in all to close upon half a million men 
of all arms, properly trained, equipped and mechanised according to 
modern standards. On completion of this we shall proceed to whatever 
degree of further expansion the circumstances may dictate. 

Schools for advanced training in all branches of militaiy knowledge and 
in the use of the new weapons which modern armies are called upon to 
employ have been vastly increased. For example, tlie number of those 
undergoing instruction at the Armoured Fighting Vehicles School is more 
than five times what it was in August, 1939. Three quarters of these are 
Indians. The Signals School has more than trebled its numbers. New 
officers’ training institutions have been formed, the maximum output of 
which amounts to about five thousand a year at the present rate. 
Mechanical transport schools have been developed and increased on a 
tremendous scale for the production of the necessary numbers of men 
capable of driving and maintaining motor vehicles. Apart from mechanis¬ 
ed cavalry and artillery, who train their own men, the output of drivers is 
now about sixteen times what it was in August last year and will within a 
few months undergo a further spectacular increase. The increases in the 
training of Sapper and Miner and other technical troops are equally 
striking. 

Kecruitment for all arms has gone on steadily and at a rapidly increas¬ 
ing tempo as the facilities for training and equipping the men have increas¬ 
ed. Up to date over 60,000 troops from this country have proceeded 
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overseas to assist in defending what have been described as the outer 
bastions of India and over 100,000 men of all arms, a large proportion of 
v^diom are already fully trained, have joined the colours. A modern army 
is a most intricate and complicated mechanism; apart from infantry, 
mechanised cavalry and artillery, no formation is fit to take the field 
without a large number of specialised ancillary troops. There are, for 
example, railway construction companies, railway operating companies, 
engineering workshops, base depots for stores, field survey companies, 
bridging sections, excavating machinery establishments, signals units of all 
kinds, ordnance workshop companies and many other units to be provided. 
Mechanical transport has, of course, increased enormously and, apart from 
existing strengths, there are now 85 new M. T. sections in process of 
formation. The expansion of the medical services has been planned on 
the fullest scale. ITovision has been made for no less than 19 new general 
hospitals consisting of no less than 290 sections. In addition, casualty 
clearing stations, field ambulances, ambulance trains and hospital ships 
have been provided and equipped. 

The Royal Indian Navy started from very much smaller beginnings 
than the Army and proportionately its growth and development has per¬ 
haps been even more striking. A little over a year ago, provision for local 
naval defence was purely.^ on a peace-time basis; now, not only are sloops 
of the Royal Indian Navy assisting the Royal Navy in Indian waters, but 
Indian ports and harbours are watched over by a large and growing fleet 
of minesweepers and anti-submarine patrol boats. More new sloops of 
the latest pattern are being completed in the United Kingdom and will be 
ready for delivery in a few months. Powerful and well-armed mine- 
sweeping craft, corvettes and patrol boats are being constructed in Indian 
yards and also overseas. Every slip in India which is capable of accom¬ 
modating the hulls of these craft, some of which are of considerable size, 
is occupied. 

With this expansion in the scale and activities of the Royal Indian 
Navy there has been a concomittant notable increase in the number of 
ratings of all classes, officers and warrant officers. 

As I have already pointed out, the difficulties to be^ overcome with 
regard to the expansion of the air force have been much greater than in 
the case of tlie other .services, though in their ease too they were far from 
inconsiderable. Much progress has, liowevor, been made and we have 
pressed on in every possible way with our preparations so that, when 
machines become available, we shall be able to go straight ahead. The 
expansion of the Indian Air Force, of which Honourable Members aro 
aware, is well under weigh, and Cioast Defence flights of the I. A. F. 
Volunteer Reserve are now actually operating. I have already mentioned 
the scheme, which is now being actively carried out, for the training of 300 
pilots and 2,000 mechanics to form a reserve for the air forces in India. 
The personnel of this reserve will receive their elementary training under 
the auspices of the Director of Civil Aviation before entering schools for 
intermediate and advanced training. A training school for officers has 
recently been opened and will provide initial flying and ground training 
for fifty officers at a time. One of the schools of Air Force Technical 
Training has been expanded to train 350 Indian airmen at a time. The 
work in connection with the enlargement of aerodromes for the most 
model'll of aircraft is proceeding rapidly and buildings to accom¬ 

modate squadrons equipped with such aeroplanes have been and are being 
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constructed. A new Flying Training School is in process of formation 
and training in it will begin in a month’s time. A large number of service 
aircraft for training purposes are being supplied by the United Kingdom 
and, as soon as further supplies of aircraft are received, we shall be in a 
position to make immediate use of them. In this connection, I may say 
that the scheme for establishing aeroplane factories in India has by no 
means been abandoned. On the contrary, it is our intention to proceed 
with it as soon as the necessary plant and materials become available. 
Steps to increase our reserve of aviation spirit and to introduce the manu¬ 
facture of aircraft lubricating oil in this country have been taken. 

As far as the land forces are concerned, the development of the 
equipment position has been phenomenally rapid; in fact the last few 
months have witnessed a radical change in the position. The basically 
important article in a mechanised army is the motor vehicle of various 
types, planned and adapted for military needs. Before the war we had 
something like 5,000. Now we have actually in service or on the way 
approximately 30,000 and by next year these numbers will have doubled. 
The most complicated and formidable motor vehicle is, of course, the 
tank or armoured fighting vehicle. Most of the difficulties, and these were 
jnany, in the way of producing a suitable armoured hgliting vehicle in India 
have now been successfully surmounted. Armour plate, which has never 
been produced in India before, is now after an exhaustive series of tests, 
being successfully manufactured and will shortly be produced at the rate 
of Inmdreds of tons a month. A suitable type of chassis has been selected 
by our experts here and is being imported in the necessary quantities. 
Plans exist for an output of something like 3,000 armoured fighting vehicles 
witiiin the next year for India’s own requirements and manufacture will 
shortly begin. 

As regards the remainder of the supply position, I will not attempt to 
go into the details of the vast number of items of ordnance stores, apart 
from the M. T. stores, which are now produced in India. With the success¬ 
ful harnessing of civil industry to the task of war production, not only is 
the output being very greatly and steadily increased but new items in an 
ever-increasing quantity, winch had previously been imported from over¬ 
seas, are being produced in this country. India is already in a position 
to produce far more than she at present requires for herself of many classes 
of lethal and ordnance stores as well as of clothing and other military 
equipment, and the requirements of His Majesty’s Government have not 
only enabled Indian ordnance factories to be maintained at full blast, but 
have enabled us to embark on a i>rogramme of greatly expanded production. 

T will give a few examples of what we have already been able to do in 
addition to fulfilling our own local requirements. Since the war bagan 
over 100 million rounds of small arms ammunition have been sent overseas 
and nearly 400,000 rounds of gun ammunition of various kinds. Large 
quantities of explosives have also been despatched including 100 tons of 
cordite and a quarter of million detonators. The clothing figures are also 
striking, for soldiers must be clad and shod as wdl as armed. We have 
sent overseas over million pairs of boots; 14 million blankets; more 
than 10 million yards of khaki drill; 1*2 million cotton shirts and million 
pairs of socks. Our production of military uniforms and made-up clothing 
is already seventeen times the average pTe-v/ar production and our eventual 
target vrill be more than double this. 
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Much remains to be done and there is still a considerable field of 
Defence equipment in which the rate of our expenditure is for the present 
determined, not by our readiness to incur it, but by the limits of the avail¬ 
able supplies. But considering the difficulties with which we have had to 
contend—the uncertainties of the early period of the war; the scarcity 
both of certain types of equipment and of the wherewithal to make them; 
and finally the events in May and June last which no one could have fore¬ 
told, we can, I think, fairly claim that the results achieved and in process 
of achievement have been surprising. I have of course made no mention 
of the Eastern Group Conference, which has just commenced its delibera¬ 
tions. These proceedings are bound to have an important bearing on the 
further production of war supplies in India, but it would be beyond the 
scope of this statement to deal with those yjossibilities of the future. 

4. I return now to the more immediate purj^ose of niy speech. For that 
purpose it is only necessary to consider the effect of all these activities on 
the amounts that India has herself to provide for defence. As a result 
of the review of India’s own defence needs to which I have already referred, 
a general expansion of all three Branches of the Service—Army, Air 
Force and Navy—was decided upon and some indication of the measures 
contemplated has already been given to the public from time to time in 
the form of press communiques and broadcasts. These measures comprise 
a large expansion of the Army in India on a fully mechanised basis and 
equipped according to modern standards, the raising and embodiment of 
additional T. T. F. battalions, garrison companies and coastal defence 
batteries, the special training, equipment, and employment outside their 
States of additional 1. S. F. units, measures to ensure the protection of 
aerodromes and raising of anti-parachute troops, the creation of an Indian 
Observer Corps, and the strengthening of the defences on India’s land 
frontiers. In the R. I. N., as already indicated, an extensive programme 
of ship-builclin<: lias been embarked upon for the j)rovision of additional 
trawlers and other vessels required for local naval defence purposes, while 
numei’ous measures counected \^'ith the d^'fensive armament and equipment 
of merchant vessels on the Indian register against submarines and mines 
have beep undertaken. Lastly, there is the expansion of the Indian Air 
Force strength and the creation of a reserve of trained pilots and airmen 
to which I have referred above. All these measures, constituting that 
portion of India’s total war effort which under the settlement with TTis 
Majesty’s Government is chargeable to Indian revenues, involve heavy 
expenditure. The total initial outlay cannot be estimated at this stage 
with any accuracy but a very rough assessment indicates that it may amount 
to as much as Rs. 33 crores. Other large measures are under consideration 
and will probably come forward in the very near future. 

The extra recurring expenditure involved will also be very large, 
that on the Army expansion scheme alone being now estimated at approxi¬ 
mately Rs. 12 crores per annum while the remaining schemes will add 
a further Rs. 4 crores per annum, making Rs. 16 crores per annum in all. 

Of these total commitments the amount that will come forward during 
1940-41 must depend on a number of uncertain factors, and this makes it 
extremely difficult to frame a close estimate of such expenditure at this 
sifttgq. ibe av<ailabl^ )inf<^innati6n bowiever it seems fakly certain 

that the total will amount to not less than Rs. 14J crores and may possibly 

1 
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be even greater; our defence expenditure for the year is thus likely to reach 
at least Bs. 68 crores against the budget estimate of Bs. 53^ crores. 

We are therefore in the position of having to meet an increase of at 
least Hr. 14^ crores in defence expenditure and nearly Bs. crores in Civil 
expenditure, while against the extra l^alance of nearly Bs. 7 crores available 
in the Be venue Reserve Fund has to be set off the drop of Bs. 3 crores 
iji levouio this vear. In the result we are faced with a prospective deficit 
of roughly Bs. 18 crores in the current year, which might easily expand 
to Bs. 15 crores. But a more important aspect of the matter is that we 
have entered into commitments in regard to defence measures involving 
a recurring increase of Bs. 16 crores in a full year and non-recurring 
expenditure of well over Bs. 80 crores to be spread over the next year or 
two. While I do not propose that this should be met entirely from 
taxation, it is obvious that with defence expenditure now running at the 
rate of over Bs. 20 lakhs a day, we must begin at once to raise extra 
revenue to cover at least a portion of the additional expenditure, the 
nmiainder being met from the proceeds of our Defence Loans. 

5. I therefore propose that the provisions of the Finance Act, 1940, 
should now be supplemented by two simple measures of fresh taxation 
designed to bring in Bs. 6 crores in a full year, leaving the position to be 
fully surveyed at the time of the Budget next February when we shall be 
better able to gauge our financial position. 

Mr. President (The ITonourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The Honourable 
Member is going to introduce a Bill. This is only a statement on the 
financial position and, therefore, the provisions of the Bill cannot be dis¬ 
cussed now. The Bill will speak for itself as to what provisions it contains. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: With all due deference, Sir, I 
submit it has beem the practice when making a statement on the financial 
position which is subsequently followed by legislative proposals to indicate 
how these fit in with the financial statement which has just been made. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The Honourable 
Member has already said that so much deficit has to be met and so much 
expenditure will be incurred which has also to be met and so to discuss the 
provisions of the Bill will not be in order now. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): Do 
I understand the Honourable Member is going to introduce his Bill now? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I shall be introducing the Bill 
immediately after the statement which I am making. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: Why not introduce it now and then continue the 
statement. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): That must be on a 
separate motion. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea (Calcutta Suburbs: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
This is in the nature of a supplementary financial statement and both 
revenue and expenditure should be explained in connection with this state¬ 
ment. 
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Dt, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions; Muham¬ 
madan Eural): That should be done when the Bill is under discussion and 
not now. 

^ Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): If the Honourable 
the Finance Member discusses the provisions of the Bill now, other Hon¬ 
ourable Members will have no opportunity at this stage to discuss them. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar Non-Muhammadan); Sir, may I just point out 
that in this House, whenever a Finance Bill has to be introduced a general 
statement is made before its introduction by the Honourable the Finance 
Member, which not only gives us an idea of the general revenue and 
expenditure position for the year, but also explanations relating to parti¬ 
cular items on which taxation is intended to be raised. That is the usual 
procedure followed with regard to the introduction of the Financial Bill 
and on this supplementary Finance Bill, I think \ou \vill be justified in 
permitting the Honourable the Finance Member to follow the same pro¬ 
cedure now. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): If the House gener¬ 
ally wants to liear such explanation, the Chair will allow that, but there will 
be no discussion of the provisions of the Bill. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: There will be none today. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim); If it is not the 
desire to discuss the provisions of the Bill, the Chair will allow the Hon¬ 
ourable Member to indicate the provisions he is making in the Bill. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Eural): 
It is not the practice to discuss the statement. It is merely a statement. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): If it is the general 
desire of the House, the Chair will allow the Finance Member to indicate 
what provisions he proposes to make to meet the financial position, but 
there shall be no debate at this stage. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria (Marwari Association: Indian Commerce): Sir, 
may I suggest that an early date should be fixed for discussing this im¬ 
portant statement and the taxation proposals made? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The Bill is going 
to be introduced now. That Bill wiil give Honourable Members an 
opportunity to discuss it. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria: Will the whole of the statement be open to 
discussion? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Yes, certainly on 
consideration of the Bill. 

THE INDIAN FINANCE (NO. 2) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Sir, I move 
for leave to introduce the Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Motion moved: 

“That leave be granted to introduce the Indian Finance (No, 2) Bill, 1940." 
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Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Bombay City: Nou-Muhammadan Urban): Sir^ 
may I know whether the usual procedure with regard to all Finance Bills 
will be followed in this case? Will the same time be allowed for considera- 
^tion and discussion and for voting? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: It will be the same as the 
Finance Bill but them is no voting of demands for grants. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The only thing for 
discussion will be the Finance Bill. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Bural): 
On the Finance Bill is it not open to every Member to discuss the expen¬ 
diture for which the provision is being asked for? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim); Yes, certainly. 
The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce the Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill, 1940.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


FINANCE MEMBEB’S STATEMENT ON THE FINANCIAL 
POSITION—oortfd. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman (Finance Member): My first pro¬ 
posal is to impose a 25 per cent, surcharge for Central purposes on all 
taxes on income including Super-tax and Corporation Tax, which for the 
cui’rent year, will work out as an increase of 8 1/3 per cent, on 
account of the last four months of the year. In the case of incomes other 
than salaries there will be a supplementary assessment inereasing the tax 
already assessed for 1940-41 by one-twelfth and in the case of incomes from 
which tax is deducted at source, that is salaries, interest on securities and 
dividends the previous deductions will be treated as short by one-twelfth, 
so that for the remaining 4 months of the year deductions will be increased 
by 25 per cent. This surcharge is imposed as a Federal surcharge for 
Central purposes so that the entire proceeds will go to the Centre for the 
financing of the war effort. I have already mentioned that the provincial, 
share of income-tax for last year has turned out to be Bs. 2,81 lakhs as 
compared witli the budget estimate for 1939-40 of Bs. 1.78 lakhs and 
our revised estimate on the basis of the amended Niemeyer form^ila of 
Bs. 2,38 lakhs. The Provinces will thus be receiving nearly doub'e the 
amounts that fell to their share on account of each of the two preceding 
years and considerably more than they could ever have expected to get 
but for the war. 

I now come to my second taxation proposal, which is to increase the, 
postal rates to a limited extent to hriui? in Bs. 1 crore in a full year. The 
initial rate for inland letters is to be raised from 1 anna to 1 anna 3 pies, 
for letters to Burma from 1 anna 6 pies to 2 annas, and for letters to Empire- 
countries from 2 annas 6 pies to 8 annas 6 pies, while that for hook packets 
is to be raised from 6 pies for the first 2J. tolas to 9 pies for the first 5 tolas.. 



FIN'A'NCE member’s S^TATEMENT ON THE FINANCIAL POSITION 


108 


All other postal rates including that of the post-card, are to remain un¬ 
changed. These increases are expected to bring in Rs. 8B lakhs. The 
remaining items are the levy of a surcharge of 1 anna on each ordinary and 
^2 annas on each express inland telegram and a surcharge of 10 per cent, 
on trunk telephone bills, which together are estimated to yield a further 
Rs. 17 lakhs. The actual increases will he brought about bv notification 
after the passing of the Bill which provides for the raising of the maximum 
rates to enable this to be done. 

That, Sir, brings me to the end of my statement. Tt is a truism that 
in time of war Finance is tlie handmaiden of Defence, for no country can 
afford not to take the measures necessary for its own siu-vival. In relation 
to the needs of the present situation, the sacrifices which I have to ask of 
the community at this stage are not excessive. Clearly they are not the 
last that we shall bo called upon to bear if India Is to play a worthy part 
in securing the victory of civilisation over the dark forces that 'would 
engulf it. 


RELINQUISHMENT OF SIMLA FOR SITTINGS OF THE LEGIS¬ 
LATIVE ASSEMIH.V. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Leader of the 
House): Sir, before you adjourn the House. [ would ask permission to 
seek your ruling on a question raised by the relinquishment of Simla as 
the scene of tlie sittings of this House. In a ruling delivered on the 25th 
Mandi, 1934, your predecessor observed incidentally that unless otherwise 
specifi('ally directed by the Assembly, the meetings of Select Committees 
should be held within the pr('cin(*ts of the House. There are now no 
precincts of the House in Simla, but, for so long as Government continue 
to move to Simla, there will inevitably be occasions on which it wifi be 
desirable for a Select Committee to me(‘,t in Simla. If your predecessor’s 
ruling is strictly construed, it will be impossible for a Select Committee 
to meet in Simla unless the House, in setting up the Select Committee, 
specifically directed it to sit in Simla. I sulrfnit foi’ your consideration 
that Simla should continue to be regarded as the normal scene for ?neetings 
of Select Committees and that express direction should be required only 
when it is desired that a Select Committee should meet elsewhere than in 
New Delhi or Sirrda. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan Rural); Sir, before you give your ruling, .>ou should give 
us an opportunity to discuss this matter. Government gave us clearly to 
uJiderstand that they would be going up to Simla only for a short term 
and come down in September. Now they have been staying there for 
six weeks longer. The amount of saving they said. 

Mir. Pr^ident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member need not go into the saving. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: When our houses in Simla have been taken 
away from us, it is desirable that Government Members should come down 
here to hold these meetings. They sho\ild not have all the advantages of 
Simla and drag Honourable Members to Simla and give no convenience of 
accommodation and of office to them and even refuse the Sessions to e 
held there. Therefore, this matter requires serious consideration. 
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Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Eural): 
Sir, the remarks made by the previous speaker are very pertinent and 
Government should have given some explanation for the departure which 
they made from their laid-down policy. This House cannot say anything 
unless we know from what time to what time Government propose to 
remain in Simla. Of course there will be inconvenience if Government 
Members do not find sufficient time to come down from Simla from May 
to August, and postpone meetings of the Select Committees to take place 
here just before the Sessiori. I think some kind of explanation is due from 
Government as to the coiifse of action they are going to adopt in future. 
Let the matter be settled for the present year but for the future some 
kind of indication must bh given before any decision can be taken on this 
motion. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali (Lucknow and Fyzabad Divisions; Muham¬ 
madan Eural): There is one point more which T would like to put .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : Two Honourable 

1 p.M. Members from his Party have already spoken. 

The Chair has had occasion to consider this matter. There is no 
doubt that it is the practice in the British Parliament that meetings of the 
Select Committee or of conjmittees analogous to Select Committees should 
be held ordinarily within the precincts of the House, unless otherwise 
desired by the House itself. It is really a matter of consulting the 
convenience of the House and also how best the Select Committee under 
particular circumstances can discharge its duties. For instance, suppose 
a member of the Select Committee is too ill to attend the House of 
Parliament, the Select Committee has been ordered by the House to hold 
its meeting in his place to enable him to participate in the deliberations; 
again where some inquiries may have to be made and witnesses 
summoned or examined in certain localities, under those circumstances 
the members of the House have specially authorised the holding of the 
meeting in those localities. The Chair thinks under the circumstances 
there can be no doubt that t;he proper course for the Government would be, 
when a motion is moved for the constitution of a Select Committee, to 
ask the House at the same time if it is so desired, to authorise the meetings 
of that committee in Simla. If that is done, the Chair does not think 
there will ordinarily be very much difficulty in obtaining the authority of 
the House on the point. That is the ruling of the predecessor of the 
Chair, and that is in acqprdance with the parliamentary practice, and 
the Chair thinks it is a course of action which would meet the convenience 
of ordinary members of the House as well as the members of the Govern¬ 
ment. The Chair, therefore, rules that whenever it is desired, under the 
present circumstances now that there is no Assembly House in Simla, 
that a meeting of any particular Select Committee should be held there, 
to obtain beforehand the consent of the House to that effect. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Then we will impose a condition that the 
office should be permitted to move up. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: May T ask. Sir, what has happened to 
the Council House that was built there specially for the Assembly? With¬ 
out the consent of the House it cannot be given away to any other body. 



RELINQUISHMENT OF SIMLA FOR SITTINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 106 


Ifc was in charge of you, Sir. Sanction was obtained from this House to 
build that House in Simla for the purpose of holding meetings of the 
Assembly, and, therefore, it was property which was vested in the President 
and not in the Government of India, and it cannot be given out without 
the consent of the President. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): What has happened 
to the Council House—the Chair is not quite sure whether it was called 
the Council House or the Assembly House—the Chair is not in a position 
to say; but according to the statement made by the Leader of the House it 
is no longer ordinarily available for the meeting of the Assembly. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab: Sikh): Was it done with your 
consent or not? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): As regards the 
adjournment motion which the Chair said would be taken up at once as 
soon as the business on the agenda is terminated, the Chair forgot to 
consult the House whether it will suit their convenience as to what hour 
they would like to meet to discuss that motion—at 4 p.m , as usual, or at 
2-30 P.M. or shall we begin at once? 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan): After the lunch interval. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Is that the general 
desire of the House, to take up the discussion at 2-30? 

Honourable Members: Yes. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock., 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Dacca Mail Disaster. 

Dr, P. N. Banorjea (Calcutta Suburbs: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
Sir, I beg to move that the House do now adjourn. The facts relating to 
this unfortunate accident on the Eastern Bengal Railway are these. On 
the 5th August, 1940, the Dacca Mail met with a very serious accident at 
about 3 A.M., that is, at 3 O’clock in the morning. W’hile approaching 
Jairampore station, about 80 miles from Calcutta, the engine and three 
bogies went down the bank and three more bogies were derailed. Thirty- 
four persons were killed outright and 59 injured persons were taken to the 
Calcutta Medical College hospital. Of these injured persons, several subse¬ 
quently succumbed to their injuries. 

Sir Abdul Halim Q-huznavl (Dacca cum Mymensingh: Muhammadan 
Rural): Not several. 

Dr. P. H. Banerjea: Yes, several. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ohuznavi: How many? 
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Dr. P. N. Baner^ea : I don’t remember the exact number; I think it was 
four, five or six. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi; Not more than three. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea; However, I say “several”, you need not object 
to that. When the dead bodies were taken to the Sealdah Station, the 
scene was indescribably pathetic. The relatives of the dead persons who 
came to identify them were in utmost distress, and when they found that 
it was their own relations who were dead or dying, you can easily imagine 
what was the state of their mind. Sir, our hearts go out in sympathy to 
the relatives of the deceased persons in their dire distress. 

But mere sympathy will not do. What is wanted of us is to find out 
the cause and apply a suitable remedy, it was mentioned in the papers a 
few days later that an inquiry had been made and the engineering autho¬ 
rities of the Eastern Bengal Railway said that a rail had been removed, 
and this was the cause of the derailment. So, in their view, sabotage was 
the cause of the disaster. But, Sir, sabotage has been regarded as the 
cause of so many other disasters, and, subsequently, when indey)endent 
inquiries were made, it was found that sabotage was not the real cause. 
And why should there be any sabotage? No reason has been assigned 
for this. T hold in my hand two letters from very respectable gentlemen 
who were on this ill-fated train. One letter is from Mr. Profulla Obandra 
Das Gupta, a pleader of Dacca. Another is from Mr. Priva Nath Sen, a 
well-known public man of Eastern Bengal. Mr. Sen, although he is a 
public man, does not belong to the Congress Party, and so it may be 
said that bis testimony is not a tainted one .... 

An Honourable Member: Ts that so? 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: So far as the Government are concerned, whatever 
comes from congress source is supposed to be tainted .... 

Another Honourable Member: No, No. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: I am speaking of the official mind, and not of the 
public mind. The public, of course, give greater credence to anything that 
comes from the Congress Party than to anything that comes from other 
parties. However, let us not discuss that matter for the present. Now, 
this gentleman, Mr. Gupta, says. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Let us first hear what Mr. Priya Nath Sen 
says: 

Dr. P, N. Banerjea: Mr. Sen says. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Where is the letter? Please read that. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: If I were to read out the whole letter you will get 
tired. I shall make it over to you later on. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: I also want to quote from it, and so I 
should like to know what he has said to you. 
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Dr. P, N. Banerjea: This gentleman says that the mail steamer from 
Dacca and another steamer arrived at Goalando very late, so that the 
Dacca Mail was unable to start before one hour after the scheduled time, 
and as the line between Narayanaganj and Poradah is single, there was not 
much chance to make up the loss of time. The loss of time was actually 
made up within a distance of 21 miles from Poradah and Jairampur, and,, 
therefore, he says that the driver drove his engine at a very high speed . 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: But what was the distance and what was 
the speed? 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: He says the distance was between 20 and 21 
miles. 

An Honourable Member: What is the speed limit? 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Tlie ordinary speed limit is 85 miles, but it is pro- 
bable that the engine was driven at a speed of 55 miles in order to make 
up the loss of time. That is his version. He further says that there was" 
so much jolting in that train that people could not sleep. Besides, the 
ground at this particular place was soft, wdth the result that the engine 
went off the rails. 

This vei’sion is corroborated by Mr. Das Gupta, who is a pleader of 
Dacca, and who was also a passenger on the ill-fated train. 

An Honourable Member: Not a congressman, I suppose? 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: No, he is not a congressman. 

He says that this train arrived punctually near Jairampur station 
although it had started one hom’ later, and that, accounted for the high¬ 
speed at wdiieh the engine was driven. 

These two independent witnesses further say that no proper enquiry 
W'as made. An official eiujuiry, it is true, was made, but these passengers 
were not asked to give their evidence. Mr. P. N. Sen gave his evidence 
before the Snpei intendent of Police, but wlion the (MUjuiry actually took 
place he was not asked to attend. The opinion of the general ])ublic is 
that this enquiry which was made was a white-washing enquiry; it was 
not a true enquiry. 

Sir, what was really the cause? This is one version—that the engine 
was dHvCn at a very high speed, and to that is added the cause that at that 
particular place the ground was soft and the rail-road gave way. There 
may be some other causes also. Perhaps, the line was not in a proper 

state of repair. We must also consider whether the physical and mental 

condition of the driver was what it ought to have been. This was one of 
the matters for enquiry which- I mentioned in connection with another 
disaster which took place last year on the East Indian Bailway, and excep¬ 
tion was taken to my remarks. On that occasion I did not suggest that- 
the driver was drunk. What I suggested was that it might be one of the 
possible causes of the disaster. There is no harm in making a proper 

enquiry. There is no harm in making an enquiry into all the possible 

causes. 
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Then, Sir, there is another matter which should be sufficiently consi¬ 
dered. Was adequate relief given to the passengers? My information 
is that the relief train came nearly five hours later, and in the meantime 
several persons died. Further, no anti-tetanus injections were given an 
it is held by some that if such injections had been given a few more lives 
<;ould have been saved. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member has two minutes more. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Before I conclude, I should like to urge that what 
is needed at the present moment is to find out the real causes, and the 
real causes can only be found out by referring the matter to an independent 
and impartial tribunal. 

As for compensation, we have in Sir Andrew Clow a very sympathetic 
Member and I hope he will realise the distress in which the families of 
the bereaved persons have been placed and that adequate compensation 
will be granted to these persons. 

Railway disasters have now become things of ordinary occurrence. 
During the last four or five years, no less than fifteen disasters of a very 
serious character have taken, place. The time has now come when the 
question should be taken seriously in hand and every step taken in order 
to prevent a recurrence of such disasters in future. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Motion moved: 

** That the Assembly do now adjourn 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Mr. President, I am glad that rny Honour¬ 
able friend gave me an opportunity to speak on this motion which he has 
moved. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan): Why? You have a right 
to speak., 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: He has given me this opportunity, because, 
if he had not had moved this motion, I could not have spoken, I could not 
get an opportunity to speak on this subject.. That is the thing. 1 am 
an elected Member from Dacca cum Mymensingh constituency, and asi 
soon as this disaster took place, the first step that I took to find out the 
facts was to put in an advertisement in all the vernacular newspapers 
'Calling for evidence from whosoever had any evidence, and asking them 
to see me with their evidence so that I might know the facts. To that 
advertisement, I received half a dozen answers . . . {An Honourable 
Member: “only?”) . . yes, only. I was then up in Simla. I went back 
to Calcutta and made first hand enquiries about this disaster. My Honour¬ 
able friend will admit that the Honourable the Communications Member 
of the Bengal Government referred to this disaster in the Bengal Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly, and he spoke in most eloquent terms of the way in which 
the General Manager of the Eastern Bengal Railway, treated the wounded 
and the dead, and their relations. 
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Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra (Presidency Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): And their sympathisers also? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: No use interrupting me, because my friend 
does not know the facts which I know. The Honourable the Communi¬ 
cations Member said on the floor of the Bengal Legislative Assembly that 
he was personally satisfied that the cause was that of a sabotage and 
nothing else. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: He never said that. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: He has said that in the Legislative 
Assembly. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: One person’s testimony is not sufiieient. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Imniediatelv after, half a dozen accidents 
at least have happened in 1 Bengal, and I have been at the stations, but 
never did [ bear of the amount of trouble that the Pailwav Adinijiistration 
took on the occasion of this accident to give relief to the people suffering 
from wounds. The first thing that the Administration did was, they gave 
free orders for all kinds of drinks and eatables to the wounded persons 
and those who were attending on them on. the spot. Train after train 
went with food and medicine and applian(‘es and doctors. I am awfully 
sorry that mv Honourable friend referred to the relief train arriving there 
too late, 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Did it not arrive nearly five hours after the 
accident? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: My Honourable friend is not correct, and 
I am not going to give details as to why that is not eoricct, because my 
time is very short. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: All right. Go on. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: The fact of the matter is Ihnt every person, 
every public man, every newspaper in Calcutta admired the way in which 
the Administration carried out the difficult duties of giving relief to the 
wounded and their relations. My Honourable friend referred to anti- 
tetanic injections. I am amazed at his colossal ignorance. Not only had 
special arrangements been made in the liospitals which had never been 
made before by any railway, hut additional expenditure has been incurred 
by the 'Eastern Bengal Railway in giving relief. Further, free passage 
was given to the friends and lelations of the wounded and free food was 
given to those who came to look after the comforts of the wounded, and 
still mv friend says that the Railway Administration did not do the duty 
which they owe to the wounded. Then, special nurses were engaged. T 
could go on like that, but T would now come to the facts about the 
accident. The Honourable Member has forgotten them. Public memory 
is very short. The Members of the Legislative Assembly who travelled 
by that train, including Mr. P. N. Sen, who made a statement to thq 
General Manager, said that it was a case of sabotage and nothing e se. 
It had appeared in the Amrita Bazar Patrika, the Star of Indm and also 
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Mr. Sen’s letter. If my friend had taken the trouble to read that letter, 
he would have seen that it was a case of sabotage. 

Mr. Gliulam Bhik Nkirang (East Punjab; Muhammadan): Mr. P. N. 
Sen said thatl 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: He told me that it was a case of sabotage. 
He is a colleague of mine in the Central Jute Committee. That is the 
reason why my friend would not read his letter. He would only give an, 
extract here and there. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: I will give the whole thing to you. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: You may give it to me, but you never 
mentioned what the contents of the letter were. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: I read out portions. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: There is a notorious gang. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Captained by whom? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: That gang is responsible for that disaster, 
the later disaster. It has been proved. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Where? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: . . . .by the different Railways, and 

my friend will soon hear that that gang will be arrested for committing 
what they have done in the Eastern Bengal Railway. Why they did it, is 
the question. That gang is not a terrorist movement. 

Mr. M. Ghiasuddin (Punjab: Landholders): Non-violent? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi (addressing Mr. M. Ghiasuddin): The object 
is to steal people’s goods and money. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member should address the Chair. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: I have found out that the object of that 
gang is to make money by taking away the jewellery from the ladies who 
travel, when they are dead and also loot the train. That has been 
proved. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: At Majdia also? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: That was a clear case where the driver 
did not mind the signal, but here it is a clear case that it is nothing but 
sabotage. Nevertheless, the position that the Railway Board finds itself 
in, is that, in the case of sabotage, no compensation is paid, and it is a 
great pity that in the case of sabotage no compensation is given. After 
all, it is a railway accident, whatever may be the cause, and there should 
be compensation in every case. If the Honourable Member announces 
tihat even in case of sabotage they shall be given compensation, you will 
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find that in nine caaes out of ten people declare that it is sabotage and 
nothing else. Because there is no compensation, people do not want to 
say that it is a case oi sabotage. 

Then, my Honourable friend said that the train was running very fast, 
at a higher speed, because the two Dacca steamers arrived an hour and a 
half late. I find that it is not the case. 1 have read the diary kept by 
the guard and the station masters in regard to that particular train. It 
showed no faster speed than was allowed by the timing. Is my Honour¬ 
able friend prepared to say that the timing was changed right up from 
Goalundo up to that spot where the sabotage had taken place? 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea; Did that train start at the scheduled time? 

Sir Abdul Halim Grbuznavi: The time of arriving at that point shows 
that the train did not run at more than the speed allowed. That is the 
point. 

Dr. P. N. Baner]ea: If the train started one hour later? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Then it will arrive one hour later. The 
point is whether the time had been recovered. I say that it is not so. 
The driving shows that it did not recover the speed that you say was lost 
at the start. They had made no attempt to run faster in order to recover 
the loss of timing owing to the late arrival of the steamers. That is what 
I read from the diaries. Becords are kept from the start up to the time 
of reaching the destination. They have been shown to me. I was enti¬ 
tled to see them as a member of the Standing Finance Committee. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: You have seen what the records are? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Yes. 

Sardar Sant Sin^h: May 1 ask one question of the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber? Is he prepared to say that the time taken between the two inter¬ 
mediate stations, the station of departure and the station of arrival, was 
the same as is taken usually under the ordinary normal speed or had been 
less or more. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: I have not been able to follow you. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Suppose the train starts from station A and goes 
to station B. Did the train take the same time which it ordinarily takes 
if the speed is normal, or was it less or more? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: It must have been the same. My friend 
has made one mistake because of his ignorance. The allegation was that 
the train was driven at a faster rate between Jairampur and Poradah or 
one station above that, which I forget. The allegation was that the dis¬ 
tance covered was only five miles, and some of the passengers said that 
at that particular time the train was jerking terribly, that is, at the time 
when those five miles were being covered, but the records clearly show 
that the train was not running faster than usual—not from Poradah, hut 
from one station above Jcairampur, where the accident took place. The 
records are there. Not only that there is further evidence . . . 
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Mr, M. S, Aney: How did it reach Jairampur in time? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: It did not reach in time. The time as 

to when it left the station above Jairampur is recorded. 

Sardar Sant Singh: What is the time? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: 1 cannot say from memory. It was some 
time in the early morning, of course. 

Then, at the time of the accident, the inquiry shows that the train 
was not running fast. But I am coming to further facts 
which clearly prove that it was a case of sabotage, and I 
appeal to the Honourable Member for Communications that he must 
consider the question of paying compensation, because it is not a case of 
colossal deaths, and the Government of India would not lose much. They 
ought to consider this as to who is responsible for the sabotage as it is 
the Government of India which runs the trains, because, there is no poli¬ 
cing on the way, and then why does he not provide the police . 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow (Member for Kailways and Com¬ 
munications): The police are not under me. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Why do you not provide the police? You 
will find that accidents are going on every month, it is a daily occurrence, 
and that should be taken into account when you present your Budget. 
Provide your own police to police the lines so that there may not be 
sabotage; and then, if you do not })rovide that, then provide this: even 
in the case of sabotage, you must give compensation,—and they are enti¬ 
tled to compensation in the case of sabotage also .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ilahim): The Honourable 
Member’s time is up. 

Sir Abul Halim Ghuznavi: Very well, Sir. In the circumstances which 
I have stated, I hope my Honourable friend will ask the leave of the 
House to withdraw this motion. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United i^rovinces Southern Divisions: Mu¬ 
hammadan Rural): Sir, my friend, Sir Ahd\d Halim Ghuznavi, last year 
mentioned the very important motto that “travel by A. I. R. and see 
the world, and travel by the E. 1. R. and see the next 1“ Today he has 
come forward with the opposite proposition, and, instead of attacking the 
Railways, lie is now defending them. The points which my Honourable 
friend, Dr. Bnnerjea, raised, are important and-should be answered. The 
first point that was made was that the train was running at a tremendous 
speed. I think it would be well if we could answer this question very 
simply, and I hope the Honourable Member for Communications will 
explain this point which can'easily be decided: he must have got possession 
of the time when the train left the last station and the time when the 
train arrived at this station and the distance between the two, and then 
anybody can calculate the speed easily .... 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Sir. to save the time of the House T 
may say that the train travelled about four and a quarter miles since it 
left the last station and covered that distance in eight minutes. 
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Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: So this thing can be decided very easily by 
the facts and there is no question of any argument about this particular 
ipoint. Now, the second thing is whether the engine driver was drunk. 
This is a point which can be inquired into by the people who are on the 
spot and it is very difficult for us to express our opinion on this question 
Now, the third thing is whether it was a question of sabotage or it was a 
question of some kind of mistake on the part of the railway servants. 
That is a point which really also we cannot answer on the floor of the 
House. Dr. Banerjea’s point was that these points ought to have been 
inquired into by some independent and impartial committee of inquiry, 
and we have always insisted that there ought to be a kind of judicial inquiry 
in all cases of accidents and should not depend entirely on the opinions 
of Railway Inspectors. Of course, a judicial inquiry niay not be an 
inquiry by means of a judge hut it should be an inquiry by a committee 
presided over by a gentleman of the rank of a High Court Judge or a 
District and Sessions dudgin 

We have always pressed this particular point on tlie door of the House 
that whenever there is any accident of a very great importance in which 
there is a loss of life, then immediately there ought to be an impartial 
inquiry conducted by the Government. Now, we expected on this occa¬ 
sion as well as on the occasion of the accident on the Bombay, Baroda 
and Central India Railway that tJiere would be an immediate Government 
communique on this particular point, but probably I missed the particular 
copy of the statement, and I saw no such communique. 1 hope my Hon¬ 
ourable frieud in the reply to this question ^will mention the dates of the 
accidents and the dates of the communiques issued by tlie Railway Board 
•or b\ the Government of India. Now, all that my friend wanted was that 
this particular thing on which w^e are raising questions ought to be inquired 
into and some authoritative opinion given to the public. Now, I hope the 
Government will appreciate the point of view which we have in our mind. 
We want that the railways should command the confidence of the travel¬ 
ling public and it is essential that the public carrier should command the 
■confidence of the travelling public and this confidence can only he restored 
if a court of inquiry is held and the persons who are really guilty are 
properly punished,—and this is all we want: and therefore, the demand 
on this side is for the benefit of the Railways themselves,—that is, all 
kinds of doubts about negligence and irregularity should be removed and 
should be properly explained by the Government. Now, a further ques¬ 
tion was also raised about the frequency of these accidents. I have got 
before me the last report of the Railway Board, and I find that in the 
year 1988-30 there were no less than 18,811 accidents in a whole year, 
some of them smaller, some of them greater, and the total loss of life 
during the same period was 3,474, and the number of injured was 15,809. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: These are not all accidents to run¬ 
ning trains. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: These are accidents of all kinds; it 
may be running over by cattle, it may be broken rails, it 
may be flooding of the permanent-way, so there are twenty- 
four different items under which they are classified, and I only gave the 
total. This total appears to be very great, but if you consider the percent¬ 
age, then it is small considering the amount of travelling involved. But 
in spite of all that, T think it is very desirable that there should be as 
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few accidents on Hallways as may be possible and I think greater care 
should be taken by the Hailway Board and the Government so that the 
confidence of the public should be maintained; and in any big accident 
where there is a loss of life, the matter should be inquired into and 
thoroughly thrashed out and an authoritative opinion should be given to 
the public about the causes of the accident and the action they have taken 
to punish the persons whose neglect of duty resulted in this accident. Sir, 
these are all the things which the public want the Government to inquire 
into and I think it is in the interests of the Railways themselves that they 
should command the confidence of the travelling public. With these few 
words I resume my seat. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Sir, the point which a motion like this is intended to 
raise is this,—whether there is a reasonable case for the inquiry demanded 
in the motion or not. Now, my Honourable friend, Sir Abdul Halim 
Ghuznavi, has given us a very \aliant defence of the Hailway Adminis¬ 
tration in regard to what has been done by the Hailway after the acci¬ 
dent. He also thinks that the inquiry has completely and satisfactorily 
established that it was a case of sabotage. How he is satisfied we do not 
know, but he says that somebody else is satisfied, somebody else has made 
the statement in the Assembly somewhere that if was a case of 
sabotage, and on that testimony of some tliird man my friend, 
Sir Abdnl Halim Ghuznavi, seems to have been completely satisfied. He 
also gave us a very graphic description of the promptness with whieli 
arrangements for the relief of the people wore made by the Hailwa\ 
Administration after the accident. But one tiling is quite clear, vh., 
tliat there aro two versions about this matter which are presented to this 
House. One is the version which is given by my Honourable friend. Dr. 
Banerjea. Ho has. (Ui tlie testimony of a very respectable gentleman 
whose letter he liolds in his hand, shows that between certain stations 
c'crtain passengers were feeling that the train was running at a wxy un¬ 
usually high speed. There was another noint made out--and this was 
not met by anything which has been said by my Honourable friend. Sir 
Abdul Halim Ghuznavi, and T have not been able to follow liim,—and that 
point is this, that the train actually started late ])v an hour from the 
original station. T only want to know wliether the hour at whieh the acci¬ 
dent took plac'O at a certain place near the Jairam])ur station is the ordi¬ 
nary hour of its arrival there or was it an hour late‘s 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The train left the preceding station 
up to time. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Afv fioint was this and f should like to explain it in 
order that [ may be ptati-ctK understood. 1 do not know whether it is a fact 
01 not hut I take the fact as it has come out Irom the letter whicdi mv 
iiomnirable friend has read out, namely, that the steamer came late by an 
hour and I take it, tliat the* train left tlie original station an liour la(er 

than it sliould ordinarily liave done. If it started late by an hour, then 

it IS expected that it should roach the other stations an hour late if it 

goes by tlie normal speed. So, the real point is, what was tlie time 

when the train was ordinarily due at Jairampnr station and whether the 
accident took place about the same time or an hour laterThat is one of 
the ciiteiia which the Hailv^'ay Administration should bear in mind in 
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deciding the question of the speed at which the train was running. On 
that point, somehow or other Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi has not been 

able to satisfy me or any Member on this side. He said that there is a 

record maintained in the diaries. The record may be there but the point 
is this that the hour at which the accident took place is known to every¬ 
body. The point is whether that is the usual hour at which the tram 

comes there. Tf it is the usual hour, then it means that the train had 
been running at a higher speed prior to that station, otherwise it could 
not have arrived there at that time. Tf it is really an hour later than that, 
then the question is ordinarily eliminated out of. the consideration. That 
is the point on which up to this time no satisfactory explanation has been 
offered. 

Now, it is perfectly true that the explanation with regard to sabotage 
is generally regarded by the public outside with great suspicion. Tlie 
main reason for this suspicion is, as my Honourable friend, Sir Abdul Halim 
Ghuznavi, has himself explained, that that is the only way bv which the 
Railway can escape paying compensation to the injured persons. If the 
explanation comes from the Railway Administration that it was a case of 
sabotage, it is considered to be coming from an interested quarter, which 
wants to be relieved of the liability which they have to pay on account 
of the injuries sustained bv the passengers in the train. Therefore, that 
explanation is always and very naturally regarded with a great, deal of 
suspicion by the people. The only way to remove that suspicion and to gi^^' 
a convincing explanation to the public is to hold an inquiry by or entrust 
the inquiry to some independent tribunal which commands the confidence 
of the public-. In this ease who yiadc the impiiries? I do not know. 
We have not yet got tlii' slatemenl of the ITonourable Member in charge. 

I do not know >vho lias made the inquiries and what the Government 
think about them. But if the inquiries have been made simply by the 
Railway Adininistrati<m or somebody representative of the Railway Admi¬ 
nistration and no ju bcial otheer or some independenl Tribunal was there 
to go into these details, then ilie conclusion will always be regarded with a 
good deal of suspicion by the public. 

As my Honourable friend, Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad, lias stated, rail¬ 
ways are a matter of public concern. They are the public carriers and 
their running should be of such a nature as to coirmumd universal con¬ 
fidence of the public. On the basis of the facts that have been put before 
us T luaintaiii tliat there is a priwa facie (*ase fr r an iiKpiirv. But I would 
like to. suspend my judgment till T hear the Honourable Member in charge. 
For the time being, T am inclined to hold that n good case has been made 
out by my friend. Dr. Banerjea, in support of the adjournment motion. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Mr. President, Sir, as one who was 
perhaps the earliest to bring this matter to the notice of this House, I think 
I owe it to myself and to my constituency to place certain facts that arise 
out of this Adjournment Motion. My Adjournment Afotion was based on 
the failure of Government to institute a judicial inquiry or an inquiry by 
an impartial tribunal into this Dacca Mail disaster. But as my Honour¬ 
able friend. Sir Andrew Clow, was more disposed to accept the phraseology 
of my Honourable friend. Dr. ITanerjea, T bad to withdraw mine. The 
details of this disaster have been given by the previous speakers and T do 
not want to repeat them but I will place certain facts which emerge out of 

H 1 



116 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[6th Nov. 1940 


[Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra.] 

this disaster and which have not been brought to the notice of this House. 
It may not be known to many Members of this House that on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway as many as five disasters had taken place during the course 
of the last few years. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: How many? 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: 1 think there were three disasters on the 
Dacca Mail and altogether there were five disasters on that line. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: In how many years? 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: In about 12 years’ time, or, say, in the 
course of the last decade and a half. Anyway, this disaster and the one 
which preceded it about 15 months ago happened in my own constituency, 
about 40 miles from the headquarters in which I live, and, nnturally, I am 
interested in it. I am interested to know why these accidents have a knack 
of taking place in this particular locality? If they are to be attributed to 
sabotage, why is this particular locality and this particular train selected 
for this sabotage and who are the persons involved in it? These are the 
questions that would naturally arise in the mind of any sensible man. The 
fact is that the Railway track between Poradah Junction and Ranaghat 
Junction on the main line of the Eastern Bengal Railway, a distance of 
about 60 miles, has been the scene of these disasters. My learned friend, 
Dr. Banerjea, suggested, and, for ought I know, it is a fact, that the track 
on this side is not strong enough to bear the strain of the heavy pressure 
of the huge locomotives which were introduced on that particular section 
about 15 years back. The point that suggests itself to the mind of a 
layman is this : if it is diu^ to the misdeeds of saboteurs or mischief mongers 
where are they? Why have they not been traced out so far? In the 
absence of a satisfactory reply we are left to make our own guesses and to 
form our own judgment. 

My Honourable friend, Dr. Banerjea, read a letter from a very esteemable 
friend of his, Mr. P. N. Sen. It was his personal letter and I am nob going 
into it. But T will place before the House some extracts from letters which 
have been printed in the newspapers. One letter is from one Khan Bahadur 
Aulad Hossain, M.L.A. of Manickgunge, who was travelling in the ill-fated 
train and narrating his experiences of the disaster he said: “After the train 
had left Chuadanga, it began to run at top-speed. There was considerable 
jerking, so much so that I had to sit up. One man who was sleeping on 
the bunk was about to fall owing to jerking when other passengers secured 
him.’’ That is the statement of one gentleman which appeared in the 
Press. 

Now, let us turn to another. This was the statement of one 
Mr. Chintaharan Roy, an Advocate of the High Court residing in Kalighat, 
Calcutta. He told a representative of the AmTifa Bazar Patrika that he 
with IMr. S. M. Sbn (rupta, Pleader and Chairman of Ooalpara Municipality 
of Assam, had been travelling in the same train in an Inter class compart¬ 
ment of the Dacca Mail on the 5th instant when the disaster took place. 
At about 2 A.M. feeling something unusual, he woke up and it appeared to 
him that the train was running at a very high speed and seemed to be 
bulging at times. He and his fellow travellers felt uneasy and could not 
go to sleep. Mark his statement. 
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Here is yefc another statement from Mr. Surendra Mohan Sen Gupta, 
Chairman, Municipal Board, Goalpara and he said that he and other 
passengers of his compartment woke up at about 2-BO a.m. by the tossing 
of the train which seemed to have been running at a very high speed. 

These are the views given to the Press by people who travelled by the 
same ill-fated train and published in the Amrita Bazar Patrika of the 6th 
August. In the face of these statements by highly respectable. and 
responsible persons would it lie in the mouth of any supporters of the 
Government, like my Honourable friend, Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi, who 
I find is not in his seat and who has not had the courtesy to remain and 
listen to what I was going to say, to say that the accident is due only to 
sabotage and to nothing else? Would it be easy for any ordinary sensible 
man to believe that there was no other cause behind the disaster but that 
of sabotage by some unknown persons? Let it be remembered that the 
danger zone on the Eastern Bengal Railway is the portion of line—between 
Poradah and Ranaghat junctions. Several accidents bad taken place there. 
Strangely enough, before this accident took place, another train—the North 
Bengal Express,—]>nssed over this scene of occurrence a few minutes before 
and nothing happened to that train. There was only a very short interval 
between the passing of these two trains—the Dacca Mail and the North 
Bengal Express. Sir we are told at a subsequent enquiry which was con* 
ducted by the Government agency that the railway track of about 42 feet 
long had been removed. I want the House to bear in mind that 42 feet of 
railway track was missing. Who removed it? * For aught we know, there 
was no strike on the Eastern Bengal Railway, there was no discontent 
among the railway labour force at the time. No report is there about these 
things. Moreover, for ordinary laymen, for ordinary mischief makers, it is 
extremely difficult to remove rails within such a short time, as it requires 
a lot of time, technical knowledge and skill, let alone the appropriate tools 
and appliances. If people with such technical knowledge and skill were 
lurking about the spot, the police should have been able to trace them. 
After the accident took place, where did they disappear? I was indeed 
shocked when I heard the news of this accident in my constituency and I 
was myself proceeding to the scene of occurrence when reports came to 
me that the District Magistrate of Nadia and the Superintendent of Police, 
had taken the earliest opportunity to run to the spot. 

Maulana Zafar Ali E^an (East Central Punjab: Muhammadan): May I 
just seek some information? The Honourable Member said that 42 feet 
of railway track was removed and before this disaster actually took place, 
another train actually passed on this track without any accident and within 
the interval of a few minutes, 42 feet of rails were removed? 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra; That is the story. Immediately before 
this mail, the North Bengal Express passed on this track without any 
accident. Where were the miscreants lurking then? 

As I was saying, the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of 
Police of Nadia rushed to the scene of occurrence. Curiously enough at the 
Ranaghat junction station, these two gentlemen were held up. They could 
not get any railway conveyance by which they could proceed to the scene 
of the disaster. But the railway authorities had already gone there. After 
some difficulty the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police 
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managed to reach the si^ot. The newspapers say that a joint enquiry with 
the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police on the one hand 
and the Senior (jovernment Inspector of llailways on the other was started. 
Now, Sir, the public was not taken into confidence, people were not 
allowed to give evidence in this enquiry. It was held in a manner not 
calculated to inspire confidence in the minds of the public or to allay their 
suspicions. Ilather some interested witnesses travelling in the train were 
examined and their version was taken as the only truth in the matter. 
What T am suggesting to this House is this. If after major disasters of this 
kind which take a heavy toll of human lives and limbs almost every year, 
the Government do not think it necessary to institute impartial enquiries 
by which confidence and faith could be restored in public mind, is that not 
the saddest commentary on the railway administration in this country? 

This morning we heard a statement from the Honourable Sir Jeremy 
Raisman depicting in glowing terms the returns from railways during the 
past few months. What are the Government doing to safeguard human 
lives travelling on these railways? There is absolutely no security in these 
days for the travelling public. If it is a case of accident pure and simple, 
nobody will blame the Government for it. We must all submit to acci¬ 
dents in life. But to say immediately after an accident that it has been 
due to sabotage is something which cannot be swallowed so easily by people 
however gullible they might be. 

In this connection, I should like to draw the attention of the House to 
an editorial which appeared in the Statesman immediately after the disaster. 
We very often do not see eye to eye with the Statesman, but on occasions 
the Editor talks a good deal of sense. Here is an extract from the editorial 
of the Statesman which appeared in the Calcutta edition of 7th August: 

“The assertion that a rail had been removed is so common, emerges so promptly 
and spontaneously in India after an accident on a railway that caution would suggest 

the desirability of waiting for authenticated news.The removal of a rail is 

not an easy matter for the ignorant. It requires some skill and practice as well as 
the appropriate implements.” 

I think, Sir, this part of the House at least would endorse every word 
of this editorial, this brilliant editorial of the Statesman. Now, Sir, an 
enquiry was held. By whom? In this Government-managed Railway 
enquiry was held by the Senior Government Inspector of Railways. This 
is not a Company-managed Railway where the Government Inspector 
holds the enquiry. I want the House to realise the position. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member has two minutes more. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: You will please allow me a little more 
time in view of the interruptions. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): No. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: So, Sir, this enquiry was held. But it 
is widely reported that there have been two distinct reports. The District 
Magistrate could not perhaps agree with the Government agency, I mean 
the Senior Government Inspector, in his findings. He made another report. 
I would now request the Honourable the Railway Member to call for these 
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two reports—the report subrnittc'd by the District iMaoistrate of Nadia on 
this matter to the Government of Bengal, as well as the report submitted 
by tJie Senior GovernuK'nt Inspeeto)- of b’ailw.-iys to biin—-and place 
them before the House so that wo may form our own judgment and decide 
who is right ar^ who is wrong, on the facts recorded theia'in. 

After all a clear and distinct pro('edure must be laid down for such 
enquiries in future. At such enquiries facilities should be given for cross 
examination of witnesses by experienced lawyers because however 
brilliant a man may be holding such an eiapiiry and in the ])resent case 
at least the District Magistrate of Nadia was an exee])tiona1ly brilliant man 
belonging to the Indian Civil Service, with all his brilliance, it is difficult 
for him to tackle technical questions, ajid Government should allow the 
assistance of experienced lawyers to sift evidence. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The Honourable 
Member’s time is over. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Unless a pro]jer and regular procedure 
is laid down, the public mind will never be re-assured by such slip shod 
enquiries. T, therefore, hope, that the Honoure.ble Sir Andrew Clow will 
consider this suggestion of mine, and also circ\ilate these Iwo reports (;f this 
disaster to us. I am grateful to the Honourable iMember that he imme¬ 
diately sent a message of sympathy for the victims and their relations and 
I appreciate that. I hope he will follow it up and see to it that in future 
simply white-washing reports arc not furnished but only such reports as 
inspire confidence in the public mind. With these words, T support the 
motion for adjournment. 

Maulana Zalar Ali Khan: Sir, certain ])eople seem to have run away 
A ith the idea that everything about the doings of the executive is sacrosanct. 
The gentlemen who are gracing the Treasury Benches and their henchmc'n 
seem to me to be of the opinion that they can commit no mistake and if 
any mistake does take place, to admit it would be suffering a loss in 
prestige. On this side of the House it is our duty to point o\it to them 
that after all they are human like us and that they can commit mistakes. 
The motion of my friend, Dr. Banerjea, was a very simple and very plain 
one and there was nothing controversial about it. It is a fact that railway 
accidents have been happening in India very frequently. It is also a re¬ 
markable fact that certain areas in India seem to have a peculiar attrac¬ 
tion for these accidents,—the area surrounded by the Grand Trunk Road 
and the area through which the East Indian Railway runs. The texture of 
the soil is such that it is susceptible of attracting accidents; and these 
engines,—XB engijies sy)ecially,—with Ihcir hunting proclivities have a 
peculiar knack of jumping off the rails. These are all admitted facts and 
we have all gone through them. Now occurs this terrible disaster in Dacca 
in which many men lost their lives. It was the plain duty of Government 
to at once issue a communique which would make the whole situation clear, 
and thus take the people into their confidence. They have done nothing 
of the sort. They have not appointed an independent commission of 
inquiry to go into all these details. My friend, Pandit Maitra, has very 
clearly and lucidly pointed out and proved to the hilt that the story of the 
removal of this 40 ft. long rail is all bunkum, and that the engine must have 
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jumped off the track while it was running at a tremendous speed. That 
has also been proved. Where is the harm in appointing a commission of 
inquiry? We want to know for certain whetlier the story of sabotage is 
correct, whether the rail was really removed or wliether it is a pure 
fiction. We want to know whether the engine was being driven at 
an excessive s[)ee(l, and if so, wlio was nsponsihle for it. If the driver 
was responsible, why was he not taken to task? This is a State railway 
and not a Company railway and when the officials of a State railway make a 
mistake their sup'eriors want to shield and protect them. If this kind of 
protection goes on there will be no protection for the yniblic and, railway 
travel instead of a pleasure will be a great calamity. The only department 
which we can call our own and a public department is the Railway Depart¬ 
ment. Eight hundred crores of rupees have been invested in it and when 
we lose our lives and there are terrible crashes, then come Government 
prestige and all sorts of stories. So I want that this kind of thing should 
cease at once. We have a long-standing grievance against Government 
that they are very irresponsible and are not res])onsible to this TTouse. At 
least in this House, since the Congress has committed the greatest 
blunder of their life by remaining aloof, we have seen that they do what 
they like. By Tucre force of numbers they carry everythingthere is no 
logic, no argument and no reasoning; so many votes on this side and so 

many on that side. If the Congress had not committed this mistake 

Government would have realised that there are some people here who can 

give them a tough fight. We, on this side, are few in number but it is our 

duty to see that there are no differences among us, that at least a band of 
24 or 25 people can give them a fight; and T hope that men like 
Mr. Lalchand Navalrai will not move Resolutions which would make it 
necessary for us to oppose them. Let us put our shoulders together and 
fight the manifestation of bureaucracy there. Sir, T strongly support the 
motion. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Sir, I had 
an intention in the beginning to speak on this motion, but when I saw 
that there were allegations and counter-allegations and the Honourable 
Member for Railways had not yet given us his versioj, I thought 1 might 
not get up to speak. But the last speaker has made a reference to me, 
and he has done it most unjustifiably. He does not know what kind of 
adjournment motion I may move with regard to the safety of my own 
province. He would have known that I have no intention to say anything 
of a communal nature, and he would have sympathy with us just as 
sensible Muslims have sympathy with us. 

With regard to the present motion I make no assertion or counter- 
assertion, nor contradict any of the Honourable Members who have spoken 
today. These disastrous accidents with so much loss of life and property 
have become very common, and very often they have been found to be 
due to negligence or lack of proper precautions. ..Today an assertion has 
been made by the Honourable the Mover that this accident was due to 
excessive speed. We know there has been excessive speed on such 
occasions, and engines have gone beyond the prescribed speed. There¬ 
fore, this allegation cannot be lightly brushed aside. With regard to 
softness of the ground, there have been instances of that nature also 
where trains have run off the track on account of the softness of the 
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track. That is also a point to be considered. The third point made was 
that adequate help was not given. Whether it was given or not can be 
found out very easily. It is said that the relief train arrived five hours^ 
late; this can be easily found out. On the other hand, I have heard Sir 
Abdul Halirn Gliuznavi making a counter allegation—he even made a 
dogmatic assertion—though he was at Simla at the time of the accident— 
that this was due to sabotage. It is easy to find out if it is a case qt 
sabotage; but evidence has been placed before the House to show that 
a previous train passed without being derailed or injured. But if it is 
sabotage, who is responsible for it? In my humble opinion, if sabotage lakes 
place because the railway lias not taken proper precaution or care, then 
the railway is responsible. Whichever way we look at it, whether the 
allegation of Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi is correct or the other allega¬ 
tion is correct, the point is, why should not a judicial inquiry be made? 
In matters like these involving questions of life and death, and when 
travelling conditions have become such that these accidents are shame¬ 
lessly common, and nothing has been done to prevent them, we must 
find out what are the causes of these accidents. If it is proved that 
there has been sabotage, it must be found out whether there was any 
negligence on the part of the department. I am told—though 1 do not 
know if it is a fact—that there is a rule that in cases of sabotage, there' 
is no question of compensation. I do not know if that rule is a fair 
one. It is for the railways to find out w'ho are the real culprits, and it 
is for the railways to take proper care to see that no sabotage takes place : 
otherwise they can always say “We are not responsible: some people are 
doing this mischief, and, therefore, we will not give any compeusation. “ 
I know the Honourable Member in charge a very sympathetic man 
and he will not shirk even throwing the responsibility on his own subordi¬ 
nates if it comes to that: and. therefore, when it is alleged that there 
have been two inquiries and the District Magistrate’s report is different 
from the railway officer’s report, he must consider whether an i’upartial 
and judicial inquiry should not be ordered to find out the truth. It 
concerns similar accidents which have happened and which might 
happen. Otherwise, the railways will alw’^ays say “This is sabotage: we 
are not responsible.” Therefore, I support the Adjournment Motion as 
a prima facie case has been made out. 

The Honourable Shr Andrew Glow: Sir, there is only one matter, I 
am afraid, on which I am in agreement with Dr. Banerjea and that is in 
my distress at this affair. I am sure that all Members of the House will 
realise that to any one who has any responsibility for railways, a matter 
of this kind must be deeply distressing, both because of the grief which 
it causes to innocent persons and because of the repercussions on the 
railways. Unfortunately, the debate has proceeded almost entirely on 
the basis of speculation and not on facts, and I have heard nothing which 
suggests that this accident is not due to deliberate derailment. I do not 
tike the word sabotage: it is a bad word and it does not really mean 
what happened here: it is a word in which we have set a bad example 
in using: it is far better to use the word murder—cold, calculated and 
deliberate murder. We do not give compensation normally when pas¬ 
sengers are murdered .... 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Murder without any fault of the railway? 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: 1 have heard only two suggestions 
of alternative causes. Some observations were made on the subject of 
speed. The train stopped at the preceding station: it had stopped there 
at the correct time. It took eight minutes to readli the site of the 
accident—miles away: and the Senior Government Inspector finds 
that the speed could not liave been more than in the neighbourhood of 
40 to 42 miles an hour, against a maximum permissible speed of 60 miles. 
There is no reason for supposing that it was due to speed or to the engine 
or to the track in this case. 

A great deal has been made of coincidences and one Honourable 
Member referred to the fact that there have been two accidents close 
together in his own constituency in little more than an year. The pre¬ 
vious accident was at Majdia, one in which I do not think any one on the 
railways or anywhere else ever suggested that it was sabotage. Nor are 
the railways accustomed to suggest sabotage where it does not exist. 
In one case, the Bhita case, there were suggestions that the accident 
was due to sabotage. There was evidence pointing in that direction, 
and there are still facts about that case which I am unable to explain; 
but the railway after further experiments withdrew the suggestion of 
sabotage before the case went to the judicial inquiry at all. I know of 
no other case and if Honourable Members will give me other cases where 
railways attributed accidents to sabotage and it was afterwards proved in¬ 
correct, I will be glad to hear them. 

Now, let me briefly give the evidence for this murder,—this derail¬ 
ment. I will give just a few facts which I would ask Honourable 
Members to bear in mind. Of course, some Honourable Members have 
tried to discount those facts from the start by impugning the impartiality 
of the Senior Government Inspector. They seem to forget that certain 
allegations were made in this House in regard to previous derailments, 
that there was a previous demand for judicial inquiries to which no 
reference has been made today and that a tribunal sat under Justice 
Broomfield to inquire into those accidents and found that these, allegations 
were unsubstantiated. Let me quote one observation from ^Ir. Justice 
Broomfield’s report: 

“A suggestion has been made in certain quarters that these Government Inspectors 
should be regarded as in a sense partisan witnesses, on the ground that it may be 
in their interest to fall in with the views of the railway administration and that their 
training and previous association with railway work on the railways dispose them to 
accept sabotage as the explanation of an accident rather than some cause reflecting 
discredit on some one connected with the railways. We think it right to say em¬ 
phatically that we are not at all impressed with this insinuation.” 

Now let me turn to the Report presented by the Senior Government 
Inspector, who is not by the way responsible to the Railway Administra¬ 
tion at all. I will mention just a few facts which, to my mind, incon- 
trovertibly proved, that this train was deliberately derailed. In the first 
place, the engine in derailing made marks on the sleepers lielow the 
position which would have been occupied by the rail which was removed. 
In the second place, the rail just beyond that was twisted by the engine 
and bogies impinging against it, and although it was twisted all out of 
place the fish bolts which held it to the preceding rail were undamaged, 
which it would have been quite impossible if the preceding rail had been 
in its position. In the third place, there was hammering on the end 
and marks on the edge of that rail; there were also marks on left wheels 
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of the engine and the leading coach. In the fourth place, a postal van 
derailed, and a steel box or well which protruded froTu below it actually 
came to rest on the top of the rail. I am very sorry I have not been 
able to send round copies of the printed Report which reached me onlv 
in the interval today, because we arc going to incorporate in them two 
photographs which the Senior Government Inspector has appended to his 
Report, and this will show tjiat the well actually rested on the rail. 

Then it was suggested that the previous train went over this track 
so immediately before the accident that there could be no time to remove 
a rail. The time was 24 minutes in which the rail could easily be 
removed. On the other hand, there was no time for rtanoving a 
rail after the accident from under the postal van, and the report proves 
this. The Senior Government Inspector sa>s this: “I have absolutely 
no doubt that the rail had been removed before Ihe arrival of the No. 8 
Down”.. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: \Vh\ was it not noticed by the driver 
of the engine which had very powerful searchlights ? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: A searchlight does not unfortunately 
find back. Now, Sir, suggestions* were made that tliere w'as neglect 
shown after tlie accident, T am very surprised to hear this. Actually, 
I think everything was done that could have been done and there are 
independent testimonies as to that. There were actually some doctors 
on the train; one of them Dr. Maizuddin Khan is one of them mentioned 
as having rendered valuable help. The Chief Medical Offi(‘er was very 
near; he was there at about 4/50. The first relief train came at six 
o’clock. 

An Honourable Member: It came six hours later. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: It came in about three hours. The 
second relief train from Calcutta arrived at 8 O’clock. Let me mention 
a few more facts. It was stated by the Honourable the (Communications 
iMember from Bengal that the arrangements made bv the General 
Ma nager were exc(‘llent. Tlie other testimonv is, from, wlint Dr. Banerjoa 
would call a tainted source, Ihe Amrita Bazar Patrika. It says: 

“The railway authorities not only promptly sent relief trains, with food and 
medical equipments to the scene of the accident, but also made adequate arrange¬ 
ments for broadcasting the latest Report to those who had gathered at the station. 
Even cold drinks, we are told, were supplied to them. The Railway authorities deserve 
to he thanked for what they did.” 

Now, Sir, what were the grounds on which the institution of a judi* 
cial inquiry is suggested? Maiilana Zafar Ali Khan said that it was 
proved that the removal of the rail was all bunkum: it was proved that 
the train was going at a very high speed .... 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: I did not say that. Somebody else had said 
so. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I am glad to accept the Honourable 
Member’s withdrawal of the phrase. I will only ask the Honourable 
Alember to refer to the record kept by the Reporter. However, if the 
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Honourable Member did not imply this, then I gladly accept what ho 
says. T would say that it was not merely not proved, but it is mere 
speculation based upon no evidence at all. There was one suggestion 
made which I much resent, and that is the suggestion that the driver 
might have drunk. That suggestion was made in connection with a 
previous accident, and neither the Honourable Member nor any others 
came before the Broomfield Committee to support with any shred of 
evidence . 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: I did not suggest that he was drunk; I said tUat 
might be one of the causes. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The train was not driven at high 
speed. I do not know if the Honourable Member drives a car. But sup¬ 
pose he drives a car, and in doing so he runs in ])eril of liis life through the 
malice of any individual, and if we say that we had better inquire if 
Dr. Banerjea was drunk, I am sure he would resent it doubly, and would 
resent it rightly, and I do resent insinuations of that kind. 

Sir, there have been references to the question of compensation, and 
I hope I have answered Mr. Lalchand Navalrai’s question. Some one 
suggested, I think, that sabotage was put forward because the Bailway 
wanted to avoid the liability of coin])ensation. I am afraid that sugges¬ 
tions occasionally are put forward on the other side because persons want 
to secure compensation. I would only quote again from Mr. Justice 
Broomfield’s Beport where, after referring to what he describes as the 
unpopularity of the East Indian Bailway, he sayfi •’ 

“We only mention it because it may explain, what otherwi.s,- i.'^ ratlior diflieult of 
explanation, the reluctance to accept the results of the Government Inspector’s in¬ 
quiries into the cause of the derailments. 

Of course, it is also to be borne in mind in this connection that a finding 
that the accidents were due to negligence of the railway authorities, directly or in¬ 
directly, might have an important bearing on the question of compensation to the 
injured and the families of the killed.” 

Sir, the suggestion has been made that we should pay compensation 
in cases where passengers are murdered through no fault of ours. I 
wonder if the House will be prepared to extend it to all common carriers. 
Accidents occur far more frequently on the roads, hut T did not hear 
any suggestion that every accident, the cause of which is clear, should 
be made the subject oh a judicial inquiry. I have examined that sugges¬ 
tion as I do all suggestions that are made in this House, but I must 
confess that I see considerable difficulties in the way of rendering a 
corporation or a Bailway liable to an accident, to which they have not 
contributed. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I ask one question, Sir? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: No, Sir; I have very little time. 
The Honourable Member must table a question. 

Sardar Sant Singh: The only question is whether the Railway has- 
obtained the opinion of its law officers as to whether in the case of ad¬ 
mitted sabotage, the railway is not liable to pay compensation for lives lost^ 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The Honourable Member is a 
lawyer, and if after reading the Senior Government Inspector s Keport he 
chooses to advise his clients to claim compensation, I cannot prevent him 
from doing so, and my friend can thereby get an opinion of far greater 
value than mine on that question from a judicial inquiry and a Court. 

I would only say, in conclusion, that any suggestions that the House 
may make towards preventing sabotage would receive my very careful 
consideration. The suggestion was made that we should police all the 
lines. That is quite impracticable even if it were not a matter primarily 
concerning the Provincial Governments. We are considering measures,— 
I am not going to disclose anything in that direction at the moment,— 
but we are considering possibilities of making sabotage in this manner a 
great deal more difficult, and 1 hope, and 1 would appeal that wo should 
have public support, and that the condemnation in these cases should 
be directed not against the iiailway Administrations to whom they are 
deeply distressing but against those who plot those vile crimes. 


Mr. M. S. Aney: I should like to know whether the three or four 
gentlemen who have published their experiences in the press were sum¬ 
moned and examined by the Inquiry Committee? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I had no time to deal with the 
matter, but the Government Inspector examined 12 witnesses from out¬ 
side the Kailways. and refers to some of the men here mentioned, in¬ 
cluding Khan Bahadur Aulad Hussain Khan. T will only read without 
-comment an extract from what the Senior Inspector says: 

“Unfortunately the law as it stands may in some cases also tend unconsciously to 
vitiate an accurate estimate in this connection, for if the accident is esfnhlished to 
have been brought about by defective track or rolling stock, the injured and the rela¬ 
tions of the dead can legally claim compensation from the Railway.” 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That the Assembly do now adjourn.” 

The Assembly divided: 


AYES—20. 

Abdul Ghani, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Aney, Mr. M. S. 

Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 

Bajoria, Babu Baijnath. 

Banerjea-, Dr. P. N. 

Bhutto, Mr. Nabi Baksh - 

Baiesh. 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Deshmukh, Mr. Govind V. 

Ohiasuddin, Mr. M. 

Ghulam Bhik Nairang, Syed. 


Lalchand Navalrai, Mr. 

Maitra, Pandit Lakshmi Kanta. 
Manavedan, Raja T. 

Murtuza Sahib Bahadur, Maulvi 
Syed. 

Parma Nand, Bhai. 

Raza Ali, Sir Syed. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Umar Aly Shah, Mr. 

Zafar Ali Khan, Maulana. 

Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr. Sir. 
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NOES—43. 


Abdul Hamid, Khan Bahadur Sir. 
Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawab 
Sir. 

Ayers, Mr. C. W. 

Bewoor, Sir Gunmath. 

Boyl^^ Mr, J. D. 

Bunyad Hussain, Khan Bahadur 
Sayad. 

Buss, Mr. L. C. 

Caroe, Mr. O. K. 

Clow, The Honourable Sir Andrew. 
Daga, Seth Sunderlal. 

Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

Dalpat Singh, Sardar Bahadur Cap¬ 
tain. 

Dumasia, Mr. N. M. 

Frampton, Mr. H. J. 

Gidney, Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry. 
Griffiths, Mr. P. J. 

Gwilt, Mr. E. L. C. 

Ikramullah, Mr. Muhammad. 

Imam, Mr. Saiyid Haider, 
lamaiel Ali Khan, Kunwar Hajee. 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sar¬ 
dar Sir. 

Kamaluddiii Ahrned, Shjirn.«-u]-l'lema. 

The motion was negatived. 


Kushalpal Singh, Raja Bahadur. 
Lawson, Mr. C. P. 

Maxwell^ The Honourable Sir Regi¬ 
nald. 

Miller, Mr. C. C. 

Muazzara Sahib Bahadur, Mr. 

Muhammad. 

Mudaliar, The Honourable Diwan 
Bahadur Sir A. R^imaswami. 

Mukherji, Mr. Basanta Kumar. 
Ogilvie, Mr. C. M. G. 

Ormiston, Mr. J. F. 

Pillay, Mr. T. S. S. 

Rahman, Lieut.-Col. M. A. 

Raisman, The Honourable Sir 

Jeremy. 

Scott, Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Sheehy, Mr. J. ^F. 

Si vara j, Rao Sahib N. 

Spence, Sir George. 

Staig, Mr. B. M. 

Thakur Singh, Captain. 

Tyson, Mr. J. D. 

Zafrullah. Khan, The Honourable Sir 
Muhammad. 

Zaheer, Mr. Saiyid Hasan. 


The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, 
th(; 6th November, 1940. 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the (loiincil House" 
at Eleven of the Clook, Hr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur 
Rahim) in the Chair. 

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

( a ) Oral Answers 

Assignment by the A. E. G. India Electric Company, Limited, incorpo¬ 
rated IN Germany, of their Business, Assets, etc., to certain 
Parties in Bombay. 

5. ♦Mr. J. D. Boyle: Will the Honourable the Commerce Member be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact: 

(a) that on the 29th August, 1939, the A. E. G. India Electric 

Company, Limited, a Company incorporated in Germany, 
entered into an agreement with Martha Bertsch of Bombay, 
a Swiss inhabitant, Eugen Hemmer of Bombay, a British 
inhabitant and Jeejeebhoy Nanabhoy Marshall of Bombay, a 
Parsi inhabitant, whereby the latter parties agreed to pay 
and discliarge debts, liabilities and obligations of the Company 
to the extent of Rupees three lacs and no more, in considera¬ 
tion of the transfer to them of the Company's goodwill, plant, 
machinery, stock-in-trade, book and other debts, goods, furni¬ 
ture and all other assets and property of the Company in 
India; 

(b) that the reason given in the Indenture of Sale for closing down 

the business of the A. E. G. India Electric Company, 
Limited, and the disposal of its assets, was recorded as being 
the impending hostilities between Great Britain and Germany; 

(c) that the Controller of Enemy Property in Bombay objected to 

the transfer being made and passed orders cancelling the 
Deed of Assignment; and 

(d) that despite this recommendation from the Controller of Enemy 

Property in Bombay, the Government of India recognised the 
transfer of this Company’s assets and allowed the new part¬ 
nership firm to trade free of any supervision from Govern¬ 
ment? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mu(faliar: (a) to 

(d). The position stated by the Honourable Member is substantially 
correct. 

Mr. J, D. Boyle: With reference to part (a)- is it a fact that if the 
deed of assignment had not been made, the assets and liabilities of this 
company would have vested in the Custodian of Enemy Property? 
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The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: That is 
so. 


Mr. J. D. Boyle: Have (lovernrnent any nsason wliieli would 

explain wliy the Clerinan Company was prepared to hand over the assets 
ul the company with no quid pro quo to the employees of the company, 
when by havini< it vested in the Custodian of Enemy Property, at the close 
of hostilities they mi,L,dit have stood to j^ain something back? 

The Honourable Diwan. Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Phe 

deed of assignment is a long document and I believe it contains a quid 
pro ([uo. In any case that document has been the subject of investigation 
and study by the best legal advisers of the (lovernment and their advice 
is that tlie agreement is valid. 

Mr. J. D. Boyle: What I was trying to got at is this. The A. E. G. 
Co., Ltd., have a lot of machini'r\ in this country. It is in operation in 
big mills in tlie Lomba\ Presidency. By keeping this company going, 
\\i(h its ma(*hincry still there, the transfer would merely enable the 
company to keep this coiu'Ci'ii warm until the end of hostilities, when 
they can return to it. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: That is 
exactly the ({uestiou that was referred to the legal advisers and the\ were 
of opinion that the agreement was not a fictitious transaction or a colour¬ 
able transaction <and Government arc bound to respect the opinion of their 
legal advisers. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: ^^lay I ask, if the Custodian of Enemy JVoperty 
had got the assets of this company, would he not also have supplied the 
customers of the old German Companv with such maiorial and nmchinery 
as may have been in stock in India at tin*, time and is that not being done 
with other German (-ompanics whose assets are now under the control ot 
the custodian? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: That is 
perfectly true, but we had to act ac'cording to the Defence of India Act 
which says that if on the outbreak of war, that is the 2nd of Septemh^'r, 
the concern is an enemy firm, then the property of that firm vests in the 
Controller of Enemy Property, but this firm, on that date, according to onr 
legal advisers, was not an t*ncmy firm, and that is the narrow point that 
has to be considered from the technical and legal aspect of the (piestion. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: Wliatever happened, the circumstances would 
have been the same today, so far as the clients of the old company were 
concerned. Whether the Controller supplies the goods or this new 
company supplies the goods, it makes no difference to my Honourable 
friend behind*me. 

Maulana Zalar Ali Khan: I should like to know whether the Govern¬ 
ment of India are anxious to erect a fifth column with their own hands in 
Bombay. 

Mr. J. D. Boyle: May I ask one more supplementary question? I 
do not doubt the opinion given to the Honourable Member by the legal 
advisers of Government, but is there no means of stopping transactions 
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'Of this kind, under tlie Defcnice of India Act. whereby an enemy can 
transfer his business to a new partnership firm only five days before the 
outbreak of the war? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Hamaswami Mudaliar: 

I can answer that question e^enerallv and not uith specific reference to 
tills jiarticnlar company for obvious reasons. If, in the course of business, 
it comes to the notice of Oovernment that the transfer, though legal in form, 
works out in practice as a colourable transaction. Government have got 
the power and would use the power bv resuming control of that property. 

Mr. J. D. Boyle: T take it that Government saw no difficulty or danger 
in allowing this to continue. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

That must be the imjdication. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: fs it an Indian company or an European com¬ 
pany ? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

I am answering that a little later. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Has the present company to which tlie busi¬ 
ness has been transferred any interest In Germany now with regard to the 
assets? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

Presumably not. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Tn view of the fact that the Germans knew 
much earlier that war was coming on .and some bogus transactions were 
made, may T know whether Government made enquiries whether this 
Iransaction was a bogus one? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

It must be obvious that we made inquiries on that point. 

Assignment by the A. E. G. India Electric Company, Limited, incorpo¬ 
rated IN Germany, of their Business, Assets, etc., to certain 
Parties in Bombay. 

6. ♦Mr. J. D. Boyle: Will the Honourable the Commerce Member be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact: 

(a) that the three parties mentioned in the preceding question are 

now trading under the name of A. E. G. Electric Company, 
in Bombay; 

(b) that these parties were employees of the A. E. G. India Electric 

Company, Limited, incorporated in Germany; and 

(c) that the new company was compelled by agreement to employ 

the same solicitors in Bombay as were employed by the late 
company? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

(a) Yes, Sir. 
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(bj Goveinment understand that two of the partners were employees 
and one was an agent. 

(c) There is a clause to that effect in the Deed of Assignment. 

Assignment by the A. E. G. India Electric Company, Limited, incorpo¬ 
rated IN Germany, of their Business, Assets, etc., to certain 

Parties in Bombay. 

7. ♦Mr. J. D. Boyle: (a) W'ill the Honourable the Commerce Member 
be pleased to state the nature of the debts and obligations taken over by 
the new A. E. G. Electric Company of Bombay? 

(b) What is the total amount of the company’s book debts and what 
pi'()j)oi‘tion of those debts may be considered good? 

(c) What amount of the debts has so far been collected by the new 

company? ^ 

(d) What was the book value of the stock and other assets taken over 
by the new company? 

(e) To whom will any surplus, if realised, belong? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: 

(a'j to (e). Government do not consider that they should disclose matters 
which relate to the affairs of a private concern. 

Mr. J. D. Boyle: The object of the question has been practically 
answered by you in some degree in reply to the supplementaries to ques¬ 
tion No. 5. The point 1 want to elicit is whether in fact the new com¬ 
pany did pay anything to the old company for taking over the assets of 
the old company? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: 

The Agreement contains all the conditions under which the transfer took 
place and the legal advisers are of opinion that the agreement is valid, 
that is to say, that there is a consideration for the agreement. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: With regard to these questions, may I 
know whether Government cannot separate the legal aspect from the 
political aspect? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: 

There is no political aspect at all. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Suggestions were made about the fifth 
column. 

Delay in holding the Autumn Session of the Legislative Assembly. 

8. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Leader of 
the House please state why the meeting of the Legislative Assembly was 
not held in the month of September as in previous years? 

(b) Tn view of the extraordinary world situation, did Government con¬ 
sider the desirability of early consultation with the Members ofl the 
Legislature? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: (a) and (b). The 
exigencies of what the Honourable Member refers to as the extraordinary 
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world situation may have precluded the holdin;^ of a Session of the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly in September. Ho may take it that aU relevant factors 
must have received due consideration at the liands of llis Excellency the 
Governor General in corning to his decision. 

L* 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May I know whether the considerations 
created by the war were more emergent in the month of September 
than they are now, when we have got the Eastern Group Conference? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: That is a matter of 

opinion. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: The Honourable Member said that on account 
of the political situation the Assembly could not be held in September. 
1 ask what are the political circumstances now, and how have they changed 
since September. If this argument holds good, we shall never have an 
Assembly Session at all. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I neither mentioned 
the political situation nor made any reference to any political situation. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: The question is, why it was not held in 
Simla as usual. There is no insinuation. Usually the meetings are 
convened in Simla in Septen|ber. This year it has been convened in 
November, that is more than two months after the usual period. What 
was the reason why the Session was not held in Simla in September and 
had been postponed by two months? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: There is no question 
of Simla or Delhi, and 1 believe the Honourable Member who put the 
question is himself protesting against any reference to Simla, but all sorts 
of considerations might have influenced His Excellency’s mind in calling 
the Session later rather than earlier, and 1 have said that the consideration 
referred to in part (b) of the question might itself have been one of the 
main factors. 

Sardar Sant Singh: What are the considerations? That is the ques¬ 
tion. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I do not know all 
the considerations that influenced the Governor GeneraUs mind in calling 
the Session in November. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan; Was the Honourable Member not con¬ 
sulted for the purpose of convening a Session of the Assembly? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: That scarcely arises 
out of this question. I have raised this point on previous questions, and 
it arose on adjournment motions also. In no case can it be disclosed to 
Honourable Members what consultations take place between the Governor 
General and the Members of the Executive Council, particularly with 
regard to matters w^hich are entirely within the discretion of the Governor 
General when the decision must be his decision. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur h'ahiin): The Honourable 
Member wanted to know not what consultation took place, but whether 
the Governor General sought his advi('e; that was perhaps the question. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan; Hven that 1 am not 
prepared to disclose, not that there could be any doubt with regard to 
these matters generally, but, once the ])rincij)le is admitted, one would 
have on each occasion to say whether one was consulted or not, and that 
is a matter which cannot be disclosed. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: My (piesticjii is clear, viz., in those 
matters where this Jdousc is directly concerned and which concern the 
procedure of this House, 1 want to know whether there the Government 
of India, as such, are consulted b\ the Governor General. I take it the 
Governor General has only got to issue the orders for convening a meeting, 
but really the decisions are taken by the Government of India, in con¬ 
sultation with the Honourable the Jh’esiclent, as to when a Session is to be 
held and wh.Mt the business is going io be. Now, having regard to tlu'se 
points, was the Honourable Member consulted on the point as to whether a 
meeting would be held in September or not, and, if so, what advice was 
given by him? T should like to know’ w’hether the Honnurnble Meml)er 
W'as consulted and whethtT tliere were* certain considerations in the mind 
of tile Government of India or not. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: The Honourabh^ 
Member was nbt correct in stating that the decision had to be arrived at 
by the Guvernment of India; tlie decision had to be arrived at by the Gov¬ 
ernor General. Tt is one of those matters whic'h he decides at his discretion 
and it is o])en to him to consult the Gov^rnnumt d India to whatever extent 
he likes,—(Interruption)—may J finish—and to come to his owm decision on 
the matter; and 1 must again repeat that I am unable to inform tin* House 
w’hat consultations if any have taken place and wdiat w’as tlie ndvi(‘e given 
or w’hetlier any consultation did or did not take place. 

Pandit iLakshmi Kanta Maitra: Will the Ilononrable IVfemher kindly 
enlighten ns as to wdietlier, as a matter of fact, advice is actually tendered 
to His Excellency the Governor General? T do not want to know' what 
advice is tendered, but I want to know’ the constitutional position, viz., 
whether the Members of the Executive Council of the Governoi* General 
do tender any advice to the Governor General. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: They tender advice 
oil all sorts of matters on w'hicli tliev are asked to tender advice. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: dnclnding this particular matter con¬ 
cerning a Session of this Assembly? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I have answered 
that. In matters wdiich are the business of the Governor General alone 
it is for him to decide whether, in order to enlighten his own mind and 
in order to have all the considerations affecting the matter before him, he 
will or he will not consult his Council or the Members of his Council or 
anybody else that he chooses to consult over the matter, but that is 
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purely for him to decide. There is no obligation upon the Council to 
tender advice on matters which are within the discretion of the Governor 
General. 

Sazidar Saat Singh: Sir, on a point of order. 1 say the question has 
been repeatedly put about this particular instance and I do not know 
why it has not been answered. Is it open to the Leader of the House 
to evade the question? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Hahiin); The question is 
still under reply. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: May 1 know whether Simla has been given up 
for good so far as this Assembly is concerned? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan: This does not arise. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur linbiui) : Yes, it does not 
arise. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: May 1 laiow whether the Government are pte- 
pared to come to Delhi whenever it is necessary to hold a meeting or 
Session of the House whatever the time of the year it may happen to he? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Wherever a Session 
of the Assembly is summoned by the Governor General, there the Govern¬ 
ment of India will go. 

Df. P. N. Banerjea: Is it not a fact that the British Parliament has 
been in almost continuous session since the commencement of the war? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: That does not arise 
out of this question. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur RahimL Yes, that does not 
arise. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: I raised a specihc question and I want 
a specific reply. I want to know from the Honourable the Leader of 
the House whether it is a fact that he tendered any advice to His 
Excellency the Governor (Jeneral with regard to this particular Session 
of this House. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I have tried to 
explain that the Honourable Member is not entitled to know that. 

Mr. M, B. Aney: On a point of order, on the point if he was consult¬ 
ed, he may be within the privilege of not disclosing that fact and the 
nature of the advice, but has he got the privilege of not admitting or 
denying the fact that he was consulted or not? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ruhim): T have had occa¬ 
sion to point out more than once that 1 cannot compel a Member of the 
Government to satisfy by his answer any particular Member. A Member 
of Government is at liberty to give any answer he considers appropriate. 
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Mr, Muhammad Azhar Ali: Is it within the knowledge of the Honour¬ 
able Members of this Executive Council that the Honourable the President 
of the Assembly was consulted in this matter? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: 1 have already said 
that the Honourable Member is not entitled to know that—c'ertainly not 
from me. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I know if the Leader of the House has been 
consulted in this matter or not? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Elhan: That is what I have 
declined to answer. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Next question. 

Indignities suffered by Indian Lascars in South Africa. 

9. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Secretray for Education, 
Health and Lands be pleased to state if his attention has been drawn to 
the news published by the Associated Press, Bombay, on the 12th Septem¬ 
ber, 1940, under the caption “Indignities in South Africa, Indian Lascars 
Imprisoned”? 

(b) Is the Horiourablc Member prepared to make a statement on what 
Mr. Kurup, the President of the Indian Workers Emigrants League, has 
stated with regard to the indignities suffered by the Indian lascars and 
their being put to greater exploitation? 

(c) What steps do Government propose to take and what guarantees do 
they ask for against such a treatment? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: (a) Yes. 

(b) The incident to which Mr. Kurup refers is probably the prosecution 
of the lascar crew of the S. S. “Baron Scott”. The Government of 
India are informed that these men were found guilty of continued wilful 
disobedience of orders and sentenced to a short term of imprisonment at 
Durban under the Merchant Shipping Act. Of the 22 seamen convicted, 
18 pleaded guilty to the charge. 

(c) Does not, therefore, arise. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May 1 know from the Honourable Member 
whether it was within their rights to offer any indignities whatever to 
these men (part one of the question)? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: No one 

has got the right to offer any indignity to any other person in this world. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know whether any indignities were 
offered or not in this case? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: To the 

best of my knowledge, no indignities were offered. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know if the Honourable Member has 
made inquiries about it or not or the Honourable Member is simply 
presuming? If so, will the Honourable Member make inquiries so that 
there may not be any recurrence of such indignities? 
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The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Sir, 

inquiries have been made by the Agent General in South Africa to whom 
certain complaints were made, and inquiries will be made as regards any 
indignities on certain specific complaints when these lascars reach Cal¬ 
cutta or an Indian port. 

Mr. Ck)vind V. Deshmukh: What is the nature of the indignities offered 
to these meri/^ 

The Honourable Hlwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: The 

Honourable Member who has put the question refers to an article which 
<‘ontairis the nature of the complaint. The nature of the complaint is 
that they were not entitled to be transferred to this S. S. '‘Baron Scott’\ 
They were transferred from one ship to another. One of the complaints 
was that they were not required to be transferred to this particular vessel. 
The reply I have got is that they signed on an agreement for tw’elve 
months to serve in any vessel which would go to India and that, there¬ 
fore, there was no substance in that complaint. That was the main 
reason why they declined to pursue their voyage and they were prosecuted 
under the Merchant Shipping Act. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: What is the indignity? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: That 1 
cannot understand. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Was that the only complaint? 

The Honourable Diwan B^adur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: That 

is the only complaint for which they have been prosecuted. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask whether, under the Indian Merchant 
Shipping Act, lascars are asked to sign .agreements to be transferred to 
-any part of the world or to any ships belonging to the same owner or 
whether there are any limitations under the agreement? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Am I 

to understand that it is a general legal question that the Honourable 
Member wants me to answer, or is it with reference to this particular 
■question ? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: As regards the particular question under discussion, 
the Honourable Member told us that they had made an agreement to 
serve on any ship belonging to any company? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 1 said 
on any ship that would travel back from the United Kingdom to an 
Indian port belonging to the same company. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: The Honourable Member did not say that. May I 
-ask whether the Government of India have considered the question that 
.a lascar can be asked to sign an agreement to be transferred as if the 
lascar was not a human being and to serve under any master, and whether 
the Government of India agree that it is a right thing to do, because I 
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feel that the Government of India must have considered that to ask a 
human being to be transferred to another person as if it was a chattel is 
a wrong thing and is eoiisidered to be slavery? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadiir Sir A. Ramaswami Mudallar: Ail this 

indignation is ununderstandable by me. The lascars sign certain agree¬ 
ments before they are taken on. There are in some cases limited agree¬ 
ments. What the limitation is refers to the voyages and the country to 
which they can go. Within the management of the same company 
transfer from one ship to another is one of the most natural transfers 
that takes place and I fail to see where the question of slavery comes in 
as tlie master is tlu' same master, tiie Managing Agent of the same 
Company. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask whether the Government of India have 
considered whether under the British Merchant Shipping Act a seaman 
can be transferred from one ship to another without the consent of the 
seaman himseilf? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: In any 

case, this agreement is an agreement which is entered into by the Indian 
lascar whereby ho agrees to be transferred from one ship to another of 
the same Company. 

Mr. N. M. Jofihi; May I ask whether the Government of India is aware 
that there are certain agreements which on account of their being against 
the public policy are wrong? 

Mr. President (The honourable Sir Ahdur Rahim): That is a matter 
of argument. 

Allotment of Duftries’ Quarters in New Delhi. 

io. "‘Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour 
Member be pleased to state the total number of Duftry’s quarters iu New 
Delhi available for allotment during the winter seasons 1926-27, 1980-61. 
1936-87, 1938-39, 1939-40 and 1940-41? 

(b) How many of them were allotted by the Estate Office to the duftries 
and record lifters of the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs' Office, 
during each year mentioned in part (a) above? 

(c) How many duftries and record lifters were left unprovided for? 

(d) Has there been gradual decrease in the number of quarters allotted 
each year? If so, what is the reason for such decrease? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: (a) to 

(c). The information relating to the years 1926-27 and 1930-31 is not 
available as the records have been destroyed. A statement giving the 
information required in respect of the years 1936-37 and 1938-39 to 
1940-41 is laid on the table. 

(d) Yes. The Duftries' quarters are allotted on a pro rata basis. If 
the total demand of all Departments for them increases, the number 
falling to the share of a particular Department, proportionately decreases. 
The total demand has been gradually increasing and accordingly there* 
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has been a gradual decrofise in the number of quarters allotted to the 
Director Oeneral, Posts and Telegraph’s office. ^ 


Statement' 



1936-37. 

1938-39. 

1939-40 

1940-11. 

1. Total No. of Duftrics quarters 
available for allotment. 

220 

234 

234 


2. No. of quarters allotted to Duf- 
tries and Record lifters of the 
Director General, Posts and Te¬ 
legraphs office. 

21 

17 

in 

9 

1 

3. No. of Duftrios and Record 
lifters to whom quarters were 
not allotted. 

7 

9 

15 

1 16 

1 

1 


Allotment of Peons’ Quarters in New Delhi. 

11. *Maulana Zalar Ali Khan: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour 
Member be pleased to state the total number of Peon’s quarters in New 
Delhi available for allotment during the winter seasons 1926-27 to 1940-41? 

(b) How Jiiany of tbem were allottt'd by the Estate Office to the peons 
of the Director General, Po^ts and Telegraphs’ Office, during each year' 
mentioned in part (a) above? 

(c) IFow many peons were left unprovided for? 

(d) Has there been a gradual decrease in the number of quarters allotted 
each year? If so, what is the reason for such decrease? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Eamaswami Mudaliar: (a) to 

^c). The information relating to the years 1926-27 to 1931-B2 is not avail¬ 
able as the records have been destroyed. A statement giving the informa¬ 
tion required in respect of the years 1932-33 to 1940-41 is laid on the 
table. 

(d) No. It does not. therefore, arise. 


Statement, 




-7- 
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05 
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05 

CO 

05 

CO 

05 

05 

1. Total No. of Peons’ 

964 

976 

984 

1.134 

1,134 

1,134 


1,134 

1,134 

quarters available for 
allotment, 

2. No. of quarters allot¬ 

6 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

ted to Peons of the 
D. G. P. & T.’s office. 

3. No. of Peons to whom 

20 






1 

4 

1 

4 

quarters were not al¬ 
lotted. 
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Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I ask if they get anything by way of 
rent if no quarters are allotted to them? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: I 

should like to have notice of that question. 

Standard and Gradations of Ghee adopted by the Government of India. 

12. *Dt. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Law Member 
please state what the meaning is of gradation in ghee? 

(1)) JLf)\v nlall^ grades have the Govcriunent of India adopted in ghee? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the standard and gradations are different in 
different provinces, and that the Food Adulteration Acts of various pro¬ 
vinces do not tally ? 

(d) Have the Government of India fixed its standard by testing raw 
ghee or wild ghee? 

(e) What is the quantity on which these experiments are made? 

(f) Has the attention of the Government of India been drawn to the 
quantity of ghee exported from Gantur (Madras Presidency)? 

(g) Is it not a fact that the total quantity exported from Gantur is 
more than the total quantity of milk which the cattle of Gantur can yield? 

(hj What materials are used in Gantur to produce the so-called ghee? 

(i) Have the Government of India satisfied themselves that they can 
purchase pure ghee from the United Provinces? If so, are they prepared 
to undertake to purchase pure ghee for the Members of the Assembly? 

(j) What steps, if any do the Government of India propose to take to 
stop adulteration? 

Mr. J. OD. Tyson: (a) and (b). Under the Agricultural Produce 
(Grading and Marking) (Ghee) Rules, 1938, packers may use the 
"‘Agmark” label on ghee having the qualities prescribed in the rules. 
Under the rules two grades are prescribed viz: “Special” and “General”;* 
under “Special” provision is made for two types of ghee,—“Cow” and 
“Buffalo’ ’. 

(c) and (j). Prevention of adulteration of foodstuffs is a provincial 
subject under item 30 of Part II of the Seventh Schedule to the Govern¬ 
ment of India Act, 1935. The standards prescribed for pure ghee under 
the Provincial Food Adulteration Acts are not uniform. This question 
was examined by an ad hoc Committee of the Central Advisory Board of 
Health. The report of the Committee was adopted by the Board at its 
meeting held in Poona in July last. Efforts are being maae on the basis 
then accepted to secure uriiformity in the standards prescribed under the 
Provincial Acts. 

(d) The phrase “wild ghee” is not understood. Government fixed the 
standards for “Aginark” ghee in consultation with the producers and the 
trade after testing both raw and refined ghee. 

(e) The numbers of ghee samples »o far analysed under the “Agmark” 
scheme are: 

Raw ghee—200. 

Refined ghee—9500 (approximately). 
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The latter represents a total quantity of more than lakh maunds- 
sampled. The minimum quantity of each sample is six oz. 

(f) Yes. 

(g) No. 

(h) In Guntur as elsewhere pure ghee is made from milk fat. 

(i) Yes. The Honourable Members of this House can purchase their 
requirements of “Agmark” ghee in the market without the intervention 
of Government. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: My question was with reference to the 
purchase of ghee by the Govermjient of India. In view of the fact that 
it is not possible to purchase good ghee in any market in the United 
Provinces, may I ask why the Government of India are paying higher 
prices for the adulterated ghee? 


Mr. J. D. Tyson: The Department for which I speak is not a purchaser 
of ghee at all. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May I ask the Law Member to reply this^ 
question? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Does the Honourable 
Member expect me to answer a supplementary question on a question 
which ought to be answered by another Department? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: In view of the fact that it is humanly im¬ 
possible to purchase pure ghee m the United Provinces. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Not even the wild ghee in the 
savage state I' 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: . . . may I ask why the Government of 
India arc [)urcluising the adulterated ghee from the markets of Khurja, 
Chandausi, Hathras and other places and paying the price of pure ghee 
when it is not pure? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: The Honourable 
Member had better put down a question to that effect and I shall try tO' 
give a reply. 

Desirability of enlarging the Appellate Jurisdiction of the .Federal 

Court. 

13. *Dr. P. N. Banerjea: (a) Will the Honourable the Leader of the 
House please state whether the attention of Government has been drawn 
to the decision of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in Horirain 
Singh versus King-Emperor reported in the All India Reporter 1940 Privj 
Council 54, which makes the appellate decisions of the Federal Court final 
for all practical purposes? 

(b) Are Government aware that important questions of constitutional 
law have been raised in appeals in the Federal Court whose decisions are 
practically final according to the Privy Council ruling? 
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(c) Do Government propose to remove the anomaly that, while practi¬ 
cally final decisions are given by the Federal Court in appeals involving 
important questions of constitutional law, appeals under ordinary civil 
law must be taken to a higher tribunal, namely, the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council? If so, how? 

(d) Are Government aware of the dissatisfaction among the litigant 
public that there should be two forums for final appeals, and that while a 
few can get their appeals decided in India, others are forced to go to 
England? 

(e) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of bringing 
into oj)eration section 206 of the Government of India Act, 1935, and 
investing the Federal Court with the powers permissible under that section 
with the least possible delay? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Tlie question should 
have been addressed to the Honourable the Home Member. 


UNSTAIUIED QUESTIONS AND ANSWEPS. 

Appointment of CAjmmittees of Pilgrims and Amih ul^Haj by Port Hat 
Committees on Pilgrim Ships. 

28. Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha: (a) Will tlie Secretary 
for Education, Health and Lands please state whether Port ITaj Commit¬ 
tees can a])point eomniittoes of ])ilgriins or Amir-ul-Hdj on pilgrim ships 
leaving their ports? 

(b) Are any such appointments made on ships returning back from 
Jeddah full of pilgrims? If so, who makes those appointment.^? 

(c) How many committees and Aniir-ul-Haj were appointed during the 
last two years? 

(d) Did they submit any reports making suggestions for the improve¬ 
ments in shipping arrangements? 

(c) If so, how many of their suggestions have been accepted by Govern¬ 
ment and how many rejected? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) Yes. 

(b) Appointments are made by His Majesty’s Legation at Jedda. 

(c) 82 Amirs-vl-Hnj. No Committees of pilgrims were appointed. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Reports of the Amirs-ul-JIaj are examined by the Port Plaj Com¬ 
mittees who forward to the Government of India their recommendations. 
These recommendations are scrutinised by the Government of India and 
action is taken where this is possible and justified: if they relate to matters 
of policy, the Standing Haj Committee is consulted before appropriate action 
is taken. In view of the practice just described, the report of each Amir-uU 
Haj is not separately examined by the Government of India and it is not, 
therefore, possible to comply with the Honourable Member’s request. 
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Appointment op Muslim Staff on Indian Pilgrim Ships. 

29. Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha: (a) Will the Secreta y 
for Education, Health and Lands please state whether any provision has 
been made in the Indian Pilgrim Ship Rules that shipping companies should 
appoint Muslim staff on their pilgrim ships? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, how niany Muslims 
and non-Muslims are employed on the ships of the Mogul Line? 

(c) Are Government aware that there is a keen demand for nurses on 
pilgrim ships? If so, what steps have Government taken to compel Ahe 
shipping company to employ such nurses? 

(d) Is it one of tlie functions of the Port Ilaj Committee to provide 
Muslim staff for employment on board the pilgrim ships? 

(e) If the answer to part (d) be in the affirmative, on how many occa¬ 
sions have the services of the Committees been utilised by the Mogul Line? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) The attention of the Honourable Member is 
invited to sub-rule (1) of rule 84, sub-rules (2), (4) and (5) of rule 156 and 
rule 165 of the Indian Pilgrim Ships Rules. 

(b) 527 Muslim and 472 non-Muslim crew.* 

(c) Yes. The matter is under examination, 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Figures are not available but the Bombay Port Raj Committee 
frequently sends to Messrs. Turner, Morrison & Co., Muslims for employ¬ 
ment and if there are vacancies and the applicants are found suitable they 
are invariably employed. 

Shipping Arrangements for the next Haj Pilgrimage. 

30. Khan Bahadur Shaikh Pazl-i-Haq Piracha: Will the Secretary for 
Education, Health and Lands please state whether Government have 
under consideration the question of shipping arrangements for Indian pil¬ 
grims who wish to perform the next Haj Pilgrimage? Do Government pro¬ 
pose to consult the Port Haj Committees in the matter? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: The attention of the Honourable Member is invited 
to the press communique, dated the 31st October, 1940. Government 
propose to consult the Port Haj Committees as and when occasion arises. 

Ratification of the International Sanitary Convention of Paris. 

31. Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha: (a) Will the Secretary 
for Education, Health and Lands please state whether the Government 
of India have ratified the International Sanitary Convention of Paris, 
1926? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the negative, are Government under 
any obligation to comply with its provisions? 

(c) If the answer to part (b) be in the affirmative, have Government 
arranged any quarantine stations or hospitals at the ports in this country 
for dealing with cases of infectious diseases mentioned in the Convention? 
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(d) Do Government charge any fee from outgoing and incoming passen¬ 
gers for the maintenance of those institutions? 

(e) If the answer to part (d) be in the negative, is not the cost met 
from Government funds? 


(f) If the answer to part (e) be in the affirmative, are Government pre¬ 
pared to apply the same principle to the quarantine arrangements at 
Kamaran and discontinue the fee which is at present taken from pilgrims? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) and (b). The Government of India have not 
ratified the International Sanitary Convention of 1926 and are therefore 
under no legal obligation to enforce its provisions, but, in practice, the re¬ 
quirements of the Convention are followed as far as possible. 

(c) and (e). Arrangements for dealing with cases of infectious diseases 
mentioned in the Convention exist at the j^rovincial hospitals maintained at 
ports. The Government of India do not incur any expenditure on these 
arrangements except at Karachi Air Port where they maintain an isolation 
hospital for cases of yellow fever. This hospital is not maintained under 
the Convention but because of the imperative need of protecting India 
from the incursion and ravages of a highly dangerous disease. 

(d) No. 

(f) Kamaran dues are levied in accordance with the Anglo-Dutch Agree¬ 
ment and not in pursuance of the International Sanitary Convention. 

Shippijcg Fares from Indian Ports to Jeddah and low Speed of certain 

Pilgrim Ships. 

32. Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha: (a) Will the Secretary 

for Education, Health and Lands please state the fares charged by ship¬ 
ping companies for their pilgrim ships from Indian ports to Jeddah and 
back during the last four years? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member please state the speed of pilgrim ships 
of the Mogul Line? 

(c) Have Government received any complaints about the low speed of 
those ships? 

(d) If the answer to part (c) be in the affirmative, what action has- 
been taken to improve their speed? 


Mr. J. D, Tyson: (a) A statement showing the maximum steamer fares 
fixed by the Shipping Companies concerned during the past four pilgrim 
seasons is appended. 


The speeds of pilgrim ships of the Mogul Line 

are as follows 

Name of vessel. 

Contract speed. 

Speed on trials. 

** Islami ” 

11| knots. 

14* 1 knots. 

“ Rizwani ” 

11 

13-0 „ 

** Rahmani ” 

11 

12-9 „ 

“ Khosro ” 

11 

12*9 „ 

** Akbar ” 

11 

13* 2 

“ Alavi ” 

10* „ 

12*9 „ 

** Jehangir 

10* .. 

12-6 „ 


(c) Yes. 

(d) The possibility of taking any action is under examination. 
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Statement showing the maximum fares charged by Shipping Companies. 
1936-37 and 1937-38 pilgrim seasons. 

Single Return 

with with 

food. food. 




Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 


'First class 

412 

0 

0 

626 

0 

0 

From Bombay to Jedda . . . ^ 

Second class 

287 

0 

0 

451 

0 

0 

1 

Deck . 

118 

0 

0 

178 

0 

0 


^ First class 

400 

0 

0 

602 

0 

0 

From Karachi to Jedda . . , 

' Second class 

275 

0 

0 

427 

0 

0 

1 

Deck . 

115 

0 

0 

172 

0 

0 

1 

r First class 

449 

0 

0 

700 

0 

0 

From Calcutta to Jedda . . . ■< 

Second class 

324 

0 

0 

525 

0 

0 

1 

[EXx-k . 

147 

0 

0 

231 

0 

0 


For children under 10 years of age these fares were reduced by the following amounts 
on account of food charges : 


Single. Return. 




Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 

r First class 


19 

8 

0 

39 

0 

0 

From Bombay . . . . Second class 


19 

8 

0 

39 

0 

0 

LDeck . 


5 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

r First class 


13 

8 

0 

27 

0 

0 

From Karachi . , , , .V Second class 


13 

8 

0 

27 

0 

0 

L Deck . 


3 

8 

0 

7 

0 

0 

C First class 


25 

8 

0 

51 

0 

0 

From Calcutta . . . . ■< Second class 


25 

8 

0 

51 

0 

0 

LDeck . 


7 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 


1938-39 pilgrim season : 


Single 

Return 

with 

with 

food. 

food. 

Rs. A. p. 

Rs. A. 



' First class 

407 

0 

0 

621 

0 

0 

From Bombay . . . . 

Second class 

282 

0 

0 

446 

0 

0 

1 

Deck . 

113 

0 

0 

173 

0 

0 


First class 

395 

0 

0 

597 

0 

0 

From Karachi . . . . . 

Second class 

270 

0 

0 

422 

0 

a 

1 

Deck^, 

110 

0 

0 

167 

0 

0 


'First class 

444 

0 

0 

695 

0 

0 

From Calcutta to Jodda (and back to 

1 Second class 

319 

0 

0 

520 

0 

0 

Calcutta in case of return fare). 

L Deck . 

142 

0 

0 

226 

0 

0 

1 

r First class 




658 

0 

0 

From Calcutta to Jedda and back to a 

Second class. 




483 

0 

0 

Bombay. 

[Deck . 




199 

8 

0 

1 

r First class 




646 

0 

0 

From Calcutta to Jedda and back to 

Second class 




471 

0 

0 

Karachi. 

[Deck . 




196 

8 

a 
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For children under 10 years of age these fares were reduced by the following amounts 
on account of food charges ; 




Single. 

Return. 



Rs. A. p. 

Rs. A. p. 

From Bombay 

r First class 
< Second class 
(^Dock . 

19 8 0 
19 8 0 

5 0 0 

39 0 0 
39 0 0 
10 0 0 

From Karachi . . . - 

r First class 

Second class 
[^Deck . 

13 8 0 
13 8 0 

3 8 0 

27 0 0 
27 0 0 
7 0 0 

From Calcutta . 

'' First class 

Second class 

LDeck . 

25 8 0 
25 8 0 

7 0 0 

51 0 0 
61 0 0 
14 0 0 

1939-40 pilgrim season. 





Single. 

Return. 



Rs. A. p. 

Rs. A. p. 

From Bombay . . . . j 

''First class 

Second class 

Deck . 


621 0 0 
446 0 0 
173 0 0 

From Karachi . . . . . 

'First class . 

Second class 

Deck . 


597 0 0 
422 0 0 
167 0 0 


For children under ten years of age these fares were reduced by the following amounts 
on account of food charges : 




Single. 

Return. 



Rs. A. p. 

Rs. A. p. 

1 

r First class 


39 0 0 

From Bombay •< 

j Second class 


39 0 0 

1 ^ Dock . 


10 0 0 

( 

"First class 


27 0 0 

From Karachi . -< 

Second class 


27 0 0 

1 

^Dock , 


7 0 0 


Note. —During the 1936-37 and 1939-40 pilgrim seasons the Sciiidia Steam Naviga¬ 
tion Company did not operate. 


Grant of Allowances to Non-Resident Members of the Port Haj 
Committees for attending Meetings. 

33. Khan Bahadur Shaikh Pazl-i-Haq Piracha: (a) Will the Secretary 
for Education, Health and Lands please state whether any members of 
the three Port Haj Committees belong to places other than the ports 
concerned? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, are those members 
given any travelling and subsistence allowances for attending meetings of 
the Committees? 

(c) If the answer to part (b) be in the negative, are Government pre¬ 
pared to grant them suitable allowances? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). No. 





MOTIONS FOE ADJOUENMENT. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): Mr. Thirumala 
Eao has given notice of a motion for adjournment. 

Honourable Members: He is not here. 

Failure :ro call a Session of the Legislative Assembly between the 
PERIOD April 9 to October 1940. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The next motion 
for adjournment stands in the name of Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra. 
He wants to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, name- 

ly; 

“Calloua indifference of the Government to Indian public opinion as evinced by 
its failure to call a Session of this Assembly during the period commencing from 
April 9, 1940,—the date of German invasion of Denmark to the end of October, 1940, 
when momentous events vitally affecting the interests of India as a belligerent country 
in the war were taking place and during which the British Parliament had been in 
almost continuous session.” 

Is there any objection to it? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan (Leader of the House): 
Sir, 1 object to the motion. As I pointed out yesterday, the Legislature is 
summoned by His Excellency the Governor General. It is not summoned 
by the Government of India or by the Government as is stated in the 
motion. Obviously if the motion were to be discussed the matter under 
discussion would be the failure of the Governor General to call the House 
earlier. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): Do I understand the 
Honourable Member to contend that the Government of India are not 
concerned in the matter? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: It is not primarily the 
concern of the Government of India. The motion says “by its failure 
that is to say, the Government’s failure to call a Session of the Assembly 
and I wish to point out that that is a mis-statement of the position. It is 
not the Government which calls the Session. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The Government of 
India may not call a Session, but I suppose what the Honourable Member 
has in mind is that there ought to have been a Session during that period. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan: What I am respect¬ 
fully submitting is that the matter then under consideration would be that 
the Governor General ought to have summoned the Legislature and the 
matter under discussion would be the failure or the omission of the Gover¬ 
nor General to call the Session. The Honourable Member cannot get 
away from that. There is no responsibility laid upon the Government as 
such with regard to the calling of the Session, the responsibility being en¬ 
tirely that of the Governor General. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): Do not the Govern¬ 
ment of India advise the Governor General on this matter? 

( 146 ) 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Would the House then 
wish to discuss this: what advice did the Government of India give the 
Governor General? Did the Governor General accept that advice or did the 
Governor General act contrary to that advice? And then which Members 
of the Executive Council gave what advice and which other Members gave 
what other advice and so on? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The substance of 
the motion is that there was no Session of the Legislature and the Honour¬ 
able Member says there ought to have been a Session. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Therefore, the whole 
question is, who could call a Session and who has failed to call a Session. 
Assuming, that one should have been called, it is not the Government of 
India who could do so but the Governor General. You cannot discuss this 
matter without reflecting upon the Governor General in the matter of his 
not having called a Session earlier, as Honourable Members desire that it 
should have been called. Therefore this question cannot be discussed in 
this House. I may draw your attention to two rulings which you have 
been pleased to give on matters like this. One is at page 379, Vol. VI 
(1936), Legislative Assembly Debates: 

“I have no hesitation in holding that so far as this motion of Mr. Satya Narain 
Sinha is concerned, it is not in order on the substantive ground that no motion like 
that can be moved without speeches reflecting on the conduct of the Governor of 
Bihar and it is not permitted under Standing Order 29.” 

The motion related to the conduct of His Excellency the Governor of 
Bihar for taking* active part in organizing parties to fight the Congress in the 
forthcoming elections of the local Assemblies. If that was a matter which 
in its discussion would necessarily call for speeches reflecting upon some¬ 
thing done by a Governor, which is prohibited under Standing Order 29, it 
equally prohibits anything the discussion of which would reflect upon what 
has been done or what has not been done by the Governor General. Such 
a matter cannot form the subject matter of an adjournment motion. 

Mr. FxBsident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): That was a motion 
directly challenging the conduct of the Governor of Bihar. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: So is this. Here the 
motion is that the Governor General did not call a Session earlier. This 
motion directly challenges the failure of the Governor General to call a 
Session. I submit it is not the duty of anybody to call upon the Governor 
General or ask the Governor General to call a meeting at any particular 
time. 

Then, Sir, on another occasion you gave a ruling and that refers to the 
Governor Gf'ueral. Tins is at page 721, Vol. I (1938), Assembly Debates: 

“Afr. M. Asaf Alt : * * * I am certainly within my rights to discuss even the 
actions of the Governor General because T am not referring to him as distinct from 
the Government of which he happens to be the head. He is the head of the Govern¬ 
ment of India and he has taken that action. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is confusing the two—the Governor 
General and the Governor General in Council. These are two distinct constitutional 
entities.” 
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Well, Sir, in the present motion for the alleged default of one consti¬ 
tutional entity, it is proposed to censure another constitutional entity. 

Some Honourable Members: No, no. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: The motion which was 
referred to in the ruling which I quoted just now was “the dangers of the 
constitutional crisis occasioned by the exercise of the powers conferred by 
section 126 of the Government of India Act." The ruling appears on 
page 722; 

“There is no doubt at all that this motion is entirely misconceived. The action 
taken in this case is purported to have been taken by the Governor General acting in 
his discretion under sub-section (5) of section 126 of the Government of India Act and 
there cannot be the least doubt that any such action cannot be discussed or criticised 
on the floor of the House. A matter like this cannot be discussed here without 
calling in question the action which has been taken by the Governor General acting 
in his discretion and the very intention of the Government of India Act in permitting 
the Governoi ,, General in certain matters to act in his discretion is that such action 
cannot be called in question by the Legislature or by the Government.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Hahim): What action was 
challenged at that time? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan; I believe. Sir, it was 
some direction issued by the Governor General to the Governors of two 
provinces with regard to the detention of certain political prisoners. 
There again it cannot be said that the Government of India were not inter¬ 
ested or not concerned but the constitution has devised authorities in that 
way. There are certain matters which are vested in the Governor General. 
It is open to the Governor General to consult Members of Council or any¬ 
body else that he chooses to consult over these matters; but that is not a 
duty or an obligation which is laid either upon the Governor General him¬ 
self or upon the Members of Council. It is open to him to consult them 
but he is not bound to consult them. I, therefore, submit that this matter 
or any such matter where action has been taken or has not been taken with 
reference to something which is within the discretion of the Governor Gene¬ 
ral as such cannot form the subject matter of an adjournment motion. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Ttural): Sir, 
the Honourable Member as a good lawyer has taken shelter behind the 
technicalities of law. But the simple point here is that the business of the 
House is prepared by the Governor General in Council and then the Session 
is summoned. So the Governor General as such is consulted for the 
summoning and only the issue of summons is dotie in the name of the 
Governor General. So it is only one part of the thing which is done by the 
Governor General. If the Honourable Member had said that the Governor 
General in Council placed the matter before the Governor General and he 
refused to act on their advice, he could surely take that plea. But here 
we are not concerned with the Governor General or the issuing of the 
summons; our only concern is whether there was material for the House to 
go on from day to day during this time or not, and whether or not this 
House as the representative body for the whole of India which is a 
belligerent country involved in the war should be consulted for the prose¬ 
cution of the war. We say it is the Governor General in Council who has 
failed and not the Governor General. 
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Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): From the wording 
of the motion it appears that the Honourable Member was under the im¬ 
pression that it is the function of the Cxoverninent of India to call a Session 
of this House. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra (Presidency Division: Non-Muhammadan 
Bural); This motion was worded like that, but I subsequently amended it 
and gave notice of another motion. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ealiim): Certainly this 
motion, as worded, is out of order as it is not the function of the Govern¬ 
ment of India to summori a Session of the Assembly. 

Failure of Government to enable Mr. Subhash Chandra Bose to attend 
THE Session of the Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); The next motion 
is in the name of the same Honourable Member, Pandit Maitra, who wants 
to discuss the failure of Government to take steps to enable Sj. Subhash 
Chandra Bose recently elected to this House to attend this Session in 
response to the summons of the Governor General and discharge his duties 
to his constituency. 

Was it under the orders of the Government of India that he has been 
prevented from attending the Assembly? 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Yes, Sir. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: No, Sir. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: My contention is that Srijut Bose 
was detained originally under the Defence of India Act at the instance of 
the Government of India, and during his detention he offered himself as a 
candidate for election. He was duly elected and a summons was issued 
from the Government of India inviting him to attend the Session. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): At the present 
moment, is he under arrest? ^ 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: He is an under-trial prisoner He has 
been under detention since the 2nd August in connection with the Holwell 
Monument agitation. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): Is it the gist of the 
Honourable Member‘8 complaint that he is not allowed to attend the 
Session ? 

Pandit Lak^nii Kanta Maitra: It is that the Government of India have 
not taken steps to facilitate his attendance here. He has been detained 
since the 2nd August under the Defence of India Act in connection with 
the Holwell Monument agitation. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): Was that order 
passed by the Government of India? 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Yes, Sir. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZalrtiUah Khan: No. Sir. that is untrue. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Chair thinks 
this motion is out of order. Mr. Subhash Chandra Bose was not detamea 
under any order issued by the Government of India, and, therefore, ey 
are not responsible for his inability to attend the Session. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The 
stands in the name of Sir Henry Gidney. Does the Honoura le em er 
wish to move it? 

Lieut.<Ck>lonel Sir Henry Gidney (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, I have 
come to an agreement with the Honourable Member. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Is the Honourable 
Member moving it? He cannot make a speech. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: I do not want to do so. But will 

you not allow me to explain why T am withdrawing it? 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): There is no question 
of withdrawing. Is the Honourable Member going to move his motion? 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: No, Sir 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The next motion 
standing in the name of Mr. Deshmukh is substantially the same as the 
one which the House rejected yesterday and is, therefore, out of order. 

Lawlessness in Sind. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Then, Mr. Lalchand 
Navalrai has given notice of a motion to discuss the failure of Government 
In not exercising their special powers of responsibility by not taking law 
and order into their own hands for safeguarding the legitimate interest of 
safety and security of the minority community in Sind, during the present 
continued lawlessness resulting in a series of murders and in not preventing 
grave menace to the peace and tranquillity of the province of Sind, specially 
the Sukkur district. 

Has the Government of India any power to intervene? : 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Rural); My case is 
different from the point that has been raised about the powers of the 
Government of India and of the Governor General. I have not invoked 
the power of the Governor General in his discretion. I have said that 
there is no peace or tranquillity in Sind, which is a part of India and I 
submit that the Government of India have got general powers. . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Where do you get 
that? I think the general powers of superintendence, direction and con¬ 
trol had been taken away by the Act of 1935. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: I may refer to section 7 of that Act; the 
executive authority has been given to the Governor General by His 
Majesty’s Government: it says: 

“Subject to the provisions of this Act, the executive authority of the Federation 
shall be exercised on behalf of His Majesty by the Governor General either directly 
or through officers subordinate to him. . . .’* 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Does the Honour¬ 
able Member know that this part of the Act is not in operation at all? It 
has not been applied. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: General powers under the Federation have 
been in force: we have been using the whole of the Government of India 
Act. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member is quite wrong. 

Mr. Iialchand Navalrai: Then I would submit that it is the primary 
duty of the Government of India to maintain peace and tranquillity in 
the whole country, and when no steps are being taken to protect the 
lives and property. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member has said all that. I cannot allow him to make a speech: this 
is pnly a point of order. The Honourable Member’s motion is quite out of 
order. He has failed to satisfy me that the Government of India have any 
power, supposing the facts are correctly mentioned, to resume the admi¬ 
nistration of law and order and to ensure peace thereby in the province of 
Sind. The motion is, therefore, disallowed. 


Placing of large Orders of Purciias?:s with a few Individuals. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Docs the Honour¬ 
able Member, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad, wish to move his motion? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham¬ 
madan Rural): Yes, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member wishes to move the adjournment of the House for the purpose 
of discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely: 

“The policy now pursued by the Government of India in placing large orders of 
purchases in a few individuals and thus discouraging the development of cottage and 
small industries, and encouraging the system of sub-contracts, involving financial loss 
to the country.** 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan: Sir, I object to this 
motion being admitted. To begin with, it does not deal with a specific 
matter of recent occurrence. It seeks to discuss a question of policy in 
which all sorts of factors will be involved. . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): It states “the 
policy of the Government of India in placing large orders with a few in¬ 
dividuals”. That is the gist of his complaint. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan: I am coming to that. 
It says “the policy now pursued by the Government of India”, trying 
to make the matter out as one of recent occurrence. If the policy is to be 
judged from what has actually happened, a much larger number of firms 
and individuals are receiving orders from the Government of India. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): That is on the 
merits. 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zairullah Khan: Therefore, I submit 
that it would mean going into details of all sorts. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): At present I can 
in such a case as this only proceed on the facts as stated in the notice. 
You can point out during the argument what the real facts are. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I do submit that 
this is not a matter either specific or of recent occurrence. Whatever the 
Government of India are doing, they have been doing for over sixteen 
months now. The House has since sat twice in long Sessions and there 
has been no change in what the Government are doing in this resjject. The 
matter should have been raised at the earliest opportunity. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May I reply? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): There is no question 
of reply: on the point of order, you can mention what your contention 
is. 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: As regards the objection raised that the 
question should be of recent occurrence, T would just remind that during 
the last Session of the Assembly they repeatedly gave us to understand 
that they will not allow sub-contracts; and T think they are still following 
the policy of placing large orders in the hands of a few individuals and the 
system of sub-contracts is still continuing. . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): You mean in spite 
of the assurance of the Government given in tlie last Session of the 
Assembly? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Yes; and they are still discouraging these 
smaller industries. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: The Honourable Member says they are 
not of recent occurrence; but he has not shown that they are of old occur¬ 
rence, that these things occurred when the Assembly v as in Session last 
time. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahimi; The Honourable 
Member ought really to have worded it more definitely. He says “The 
policy now pursued"; this is somewhat vague. The Honourable Member 
does not say that this has occurred only since the last Session of the 
Assembly. 

Sir Muhamnoiad Yamin Khan: He means “since the last Session of 
the last Assembly was over". 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zairullah Khan: The Honourable 
Member in whose name this motion stands says his grievance is that the 
old policy is being continued. If he was on the point that a certain 
assurance which was given, which w'ould have made the matter quite 
specific, has not been carried out, he should have framed the motion, 
drawing attention to that assurance. According to him, w^e are now' pur¬ 
suing the same policy which we had been pursuing previously. 
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Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: You are continuing the policy which you pro¬ 
mised to change. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I think the Hon¬ 
ourable the Leader of the House is perfectly right in pointing out that 

the motion as now worded is unsustainable. The motion is about the 
policy now j)ursued. Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad explained that what he 
meant was the policy pursued since the last meeting of the Assembly, 
in spite of certain assurance given by the Government to the contrary. 
But in his notice he has not mentioned what that assurance to the contrary 
was, or that the present policy, that is the policy pursued since the last 
meeting of the Assembly, was in violation of that assurance. In these 
circumstances, I must rule that the motion is out of order. 

Financial Arrangements w^itii His Majesty’s Government re Payment 
FOR THE Purchase of Materials from India. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Dr. Sir Ziauddin 

Ahmad next wishes to move for adjournment of the House in order to 

discuss the failure of the Government of India to make any public announce¬ 
ment in regard to the financial arrangements with His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment relating to the payment for the purchase of materials from India. 
Any objection ? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Yes, Sir. I 
object to this for the simple reason that in my last budget speech I made 
a very careful statement of the arrangement with His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment regarding all forms of defence expenditure and supply connected with 
defence. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Will the Honourable Member explain whe¬ 
ther it is a fact that the orders given by His Majesty’s (jovernment are 
executed by the Supply Department and the price is subsequently debited 
to the Defence Department, subsequently to be settled between the 
Defence Department and His Majesty’s Government? Is that a fact? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: What 1 explained in my budget 
speech was that all expenditure on defence including expenditure on sup¬ 
plies connected with defence was in tlic first instance debitable to His 
Majesty’s Government and that India would bear a certain share which I 
explained consisted firstly of former normal defence budget plus a certain 
element to allow for the increase of prices, and, secondly, the cost of 
certain measures of India’s local defence. The cost of materials consum¬ 
ed in connection wdlh Indian local defence measures was debitable to 
India; all the rest was debitable to His Majesty’s Government. The 
statement was perfectly clear and was made in great detail. 

Dr, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad : May I know, Sir, if the entire cost of all the 
purchases is first debited to the Defence Department? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: In the first instance all such 
12 Noon, expenditure is first debited to His Majesty’s Government, but 
such expenditure as belongs to the measures concerned with 
the local defence of India is then debited to India and credited to His 
Majesty’s Government. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I am talking of the orders placed .... 
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Mr. President (The Honoufable Sir Abdur Kabim): The Honourable 
Member is really arguing. The Honourable the Pinance Member’s objec¬ 
tion is that he had explained this arrangement at the last Session. If that 
is so, then this motion would be out of order as it would not be a matter 
of recent occurrence. Having regard to the fa('t that, as stated by the 
Honourable the Finance Member, the financial arrangements with His 
Majesty’s Government relating to payments for purchase of materials 
were fully explained by him at the last Session, I hold that the motion 
does not relate to an urgent matter of recent occurrence within the mean¬ 
ing of the rules. 


Opinions of the Honourable Member for Railways and Communications 
ON THE D’Siouza Report. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Then, we come to 
the next motion wliich is in the name of Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad. He 
wishes by this motion to discuss a definite matter of urgent public im¬ 
portance, namely, the premature and misleading opinions expressed about 
the D’Souza Report and the position of the Miissalmans by the Honourable 
Member for Communications in his speech before the Indian Railways Con¬ 
ference Association on the 26th October, 1940. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow (Member for Railways and Com¬ 
munications): I take objection to this motion. 1 am not sure what the 
Honourable Member wishes to discuss, but I made no premature state¬ 
ment, nor did I express any misleading opinion. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Misleading is only 
his adjective? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I think it is, Sir. I understand 
that the statement wRicli my friend wishes to discuss w'as in substance a 
repetition of a statement that I made in this House in the course of the 
budget debate last year. The statement to which the Honourable Member 
refers is the gist of that statement. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: No, Sir; I have got before me a copy of his 
speech. The Honourable Member said that on Mr. D'Souza’s Report he 
had reached no conclusion; and perhaps if he had stated he would come to 
no conclusion until the public and the Railway Administrations have had 
an opportunity of studying that Report, it would have been all right. But 
he goes further and says: 

“Another important and difficult question is whether Mr. D’Souza’s proposals for 
appointments are in consonance with the principle of communal considerations.’* 

Further on he says: 

“1 am quite clear in my mind, and T feel sure that this Conference will agree with me, 
that we must not allow promotions to depend on communal considerations.’* 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member for Communications says that he had expressed that opinion 
before. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Not in these w^ords; not on the D’Souza 
Report. The H’Souza Committee w^as not appointed at the time when 
the Honourable Member for Communications expressed his opinion. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): But he says he 
had enunciated that principle before and he only re-affirmed it. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad; The Honourable Member for Communica¬ 
tions has to "ive his opinion for the Government of India on the recom¬ 
mendations of the D’Souza Report. By ^^iving his opinion on one issue 
raised in this Report and asking his subordinates to agree with him he is 
really prejudicing the whole case. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): What do you mean 
by prejudicing (he whole case? Do you mean to say that the Govern¬ 
ment of India are not entitled to come to any decision on this point until 
the Assembly has had an opportunity to discuss it? Is that the sug¬ 
gestion ? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: When he says ‘I am quite clear in my mind, 
and 1 feel sure that this Conference will agree with me’,—on that one issue 
he asks the conference to agree with him; and all the members of the 
conference are his subordinates, and, therefore, he is really prejudicing 
the opinion of these people. He ought to have received their opinion 
first. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The opinion which my friend has 
cited is not an opinion on an issue connected with the D’Souza Report at 
all. The opinion which 1 expressed was really a re-affirmation in rather 
less strong terms of the principle which I affirmed in the course of the 
debate on the Railway Budget last year. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: But he did discuss this question, and this 
was one pf the issues raised in that connection, and on that issue the Hon¬ 
ourable Member expressed his opinion very definitely. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Why should he not 
express his opinion? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: The Government of India means Sir Andrew 
Clow, and everybody knows it, and he expressed that opinion before the 
Railway Conference in the presence of his subordinates. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Was it not open 
to him to express that opinion? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: If it is open to him to express that opinion, 
then it is open to us to say that he should not sit in judgment of that 
Report without giving us an opportunity to express our view. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): This opinion was 
not recently expressed. As the Honourable Sir Andrew Clow pointed out, 
that was a matter raised at the last Session, and before the Conference 
took place he had already affirmed that principle. Under the circum¬ 
stances I disallow the motion as it does not relate to a matter of recent 
occurrence. 
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Delay in holding the Session op the Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Kahirn): Then, we come 
to the next one. Maulana Zafar Ali Khan wishes to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely, the incorrect advice given 
by the Government of India to His Excellency the Viceroy for postponing 
the Assembly Session by two months in spite of important political develop¬ 
ments in the country. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan (East Central Punjab: Muhammadan): This 
matter has come before the House before, and arguments have been 
advanced in support of the contention .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourabla 
Member is asserting that the Government of India did give advice to 
postpone the Assembly Session. I want to know what the Honourable 
the Leader of the House has got to say on that point. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: The Honourable 

Member says that the Government of India gave the advice to postpone 
the Assembly Session. He assumes that the Government of India gave 
advice; but the Government of India as such gave no advice. The Gov¬ 
ernment of India is the Governor General in Council. The whole object 
of these adjournment motions is to bring under discussion and discover 
what any Member of Government may have told the Governor General 
with regard to this matter. 

Some Honourable Members: No, no; not at all. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab: Sikh): You are avoiding us. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have plainly stated 
that in these matters Government are unable to disclose anything thit 
may have happened. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Then the House 
may take it that this statement is not challenged. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I object to it on the 

ground that there being no obligation upon the Government of India to 
give any advice, they have not failed in any respect. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Objection having 
been taken to this motion being moved, the Chair should like Honourable 
Members who are in support of leave being granted to rise in their seats. 

(Less than 25 Honourable IMembers stood up.) 

As less than 25 Honourable Members are in support of leave being 
granted, leave is refused. 

Huge Expenditure without Sanction of the Legislature. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Mr. Muhammad 
Azhar Ali has given notice of a motion for ad^'ournment of the businfss 
of the House for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public 
importance, namely: 

"spending large sums of money not already budgeted without any reference to 
Legislature.” 

It seems to be rather vague. 
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Mr. Muh&zxiindd Azhar Ali (Lucknow and Fyzabad Divisions: Muham¬ 
madan Bural): On the 4th March, 1940, a statement was laid before 
the Council of State showing the names and emoluments of the Gazetted 
Officers in the Department of Supply, and I have taken that as the ground 
for my motion. That is a matter of definite public importance and it 
is not vague at all. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): The question 
of salaries of officers of the Supply Department was actually discussed in 
this House in the last Session. It was raised in this House in the last 
Session. In any case, the motion us moved is in the vaguest possible 
terms: “spending large sums of money not already budgeted without any 
reference to Legislature”. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Chair thinks 
this motion must be disallowed. It is very vaguely wbrde’d and the Chair 
does not think that the Honourable Member lias been able to shew that 
the matter is one of recent occurrence within the meaning of the rules. 


Non-holding of the Session of the Legislative Assembly for a long 

/TIME. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The next one is 
in the name of Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra. It is the same as adjourn¬ 
ment motion No. 16. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: No, Sir. It is differently worded. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I have not received 
notice of it so far. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Then, it will have 
to be disallowed. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: No, Sir. I gave him notice. 

Mr, M. S. Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan): When the last motion 
was discussed, my Honourable friend, Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra, 
said, that he had a differently worded motion later and he withdrew his 
first motion. This motion must be considered by the House. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Before we go into this, 

I submit I have not received any notice. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: I gave you notice. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Elhan: I have not received 
any. 

pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Day before yesterday 1 gave notice 
here. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I believe the Presi¬ 
dent himself did not receive it till after 11 o’clock yesterday. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: It is on the official file. I gave notice 
to your office. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Very well. The 
gist of the adjournment motion is that a Session of the Assembly was not 
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called between certain dates. Was not that the complaint also of Maulana 
Zafar Ali Khan and the House refused leave to his motion? 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: I just want to reply in a few words the 
points raised by the Leader of the House. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zairullah Khan: The Honourable 
Member had better address himself to the point raised by the Chair. 

Mr, president (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Maulana Zafar 
Ali Khan 8 motion was to discuss the question of “the incorrect advice 
given by the Government of India to His Excellency the Viceroy for 
postponing the Assembly Ses.sion by two months in spite of important 
political developments in the country”. Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra 
wants to discuss “callous indifference of the Govermnent to Indian public 
opinion as evinced by its failure to advise the Governor General to call a 
Session of this Assembly during the period commencing from April 9, 
1940,—the date of German invasion of Denmark, to the end of October, 
1940, when momentous events vitally affecting the interests of India as 
a belligerent country in the war, were taking place and during which the 
British Parliament had been in almost continuous session”. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I would submit that 
the position is substantially the same in both the cases. In the one case, 
Maulana Zafar Ali Khan wanted to discuss the “incorrect advice given” 
—that is to say, the advice being, according to the Honourable Member 
who wanted to move the adjournment motion, that the Session need not 
be called earlier. And here, in this motion. Pandit Lakshmi Kanta 
Maitra wants to discuss the failure to give advice, that is to say, again, 
not securing or not giving advice, that the Session should be called earlier. 
Both are substantially the same. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The first one dealt 
with “political developments in the country”, while Pandit Maitra points 
out that certain developments in the war situation had taken place between 
certain specific dates and his idea apparently is that the Assembly should 
liave been given an opportunity to discuss that situation. I think there 
is a difference. 

Will those Members who are in favour of leave being granted, please 
rise in their places? 

(More than 25 Honourable Members rose in their seats.) 

As not less than 25 Honourable Members have risen in their places, 
I allow the motion. The motion will be taken up at 4 O‘Clock. 

BESOLUTION RE FISCAL POLICY OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 

lNDIA~-conf<f. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The House will 
now resume discussion of the following Resolution moved by Sir Syed 
Baza Ali on the 27th March, 1940: 

“That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council to appoint 
a committee of officials and non-officials to examine the present fiscal policy of the 
Government of India and recommend suitable modifications.” 
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The Honourable Member has already spoken for five minutes on that 

day. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali (Cities of the United Provinces: Muhammadan 
Urban): Sir, the House will remember that when I moved this Pesolu- 
tion on the 27th March this year, the world situation was very different 
indeed from what it is today. On tliat day, the progress of the war which 
had already continued for .some months was on very different lines. 
Honourable Members will remember that on that day Nazi aggression had 
not overrun Denmark or Norway. Nor had Belgium and Holland and 
Luxemburg been invaded. The House will also note that the powerful 
country of France had not collapsed on that day nor had Italy joined in 
the war. Lately, some more important events have taken place, namely, 

the dark shadow of Nazism has been cast on Kiimania. What is more, 

we find that without any justification whatsoever, the ancient country of 
Greece has been invaded by the Axis powers. All these are grave 
and momentous developments. 

My object in resuming the discussion on this Resolution is not, let 
me point out very clearly, to divert attention in any way from India’s 

war effort. I must further })oint out that my object indeed is, by going 

on with this Ptesolution, to strengthen our war effort on the one hand 
and to place India in a position which would enable her to take advantage 
of the situation when pence is restored after the defeat of the Axis powers 
on the other. We know that much money and time was spent on setting 
up a number of industries during the last war, from 1914 to 1918. We 
also know that a number of those industries, for the simple reason that 
no machinery had been set up at the time, came to grief. I am very 
anxious that wc should profit by our past mistakes and not commit again 
the mistakes that were committed by certain industries 20 years and more 
ago. In my speech on the 27th March, I referred lo the work that had been 
done by the Indian Fiscal Commission that sat in 1921-22. It produced 
a very carefully considered document which again has come under the 
consideration of the Government of India from time to time. In conse¬ 
quence a number of Tariff Boards ^vere appointed to inquire into the 
position of a number of industries and those Tariff Boards made their 
recommendations in due time. Now, we find that .‘is a result of the 
inquiries made into certain industries by various Tariff Boards a number 
of indu.stries were accorded discriminating protection; amongst them the 
following important industries may be named, iron and steel industry, 
cotton textile industry, woollen textile industry and sugar industry. It 
is true that public opinion is not unanimous on the question as to 
whether the measure of discriminating protection that has been accorded 
by Government to some of these industries does not err on the side of 
too much liberality. That question is one into which I do not think it 
is necessary for me to go this morning. The report of the Fiscal Commis¬ 
sion is there and that report lays down some very wholesome principles 
which should be carefully borne in mind in deciding the question as to 
whether a certain industry is entitled to any discriminating protection or 
not. Now, three cardinal principles have been laid down by the Fiscal 
Commission to which I would make a reference, in passing, in order to 
show that whatever differences of opinion may exist on the quantum of 
protection afforded there is no doubt that if these principles are carefully 
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borne in mind there is not much chance of the Government of India, 
assisted by the Legislature, coming to a wrong decision generally. 

The three principles that were laid down by the Fiscal Commission of 
1921-22 were: firstly, the industry must be one possessing natural ad¬ 
vantages such as abundant supply of raw material, cheap power, a suffi¬ 
cient supply of labour or a large home market; secondly, the industry 
must bo one which without the help of protection either is not likely to 
develop at all or is not likely to develop so rapidly as is desirable in the 
interests of the country; lastly, the industry must be one which will 
eventuallv be able to face world (‘ompetition without protection. 

Now all these, Sir, are very wholesome provisions. The present 
position, as I indicated briefly at an earlier stage, is that, if it is proposed 
to consider the question of any industry in connection with the grant of 
protection, a very elaborate inquiry has to be undertaken through a Tariff 
Board. The Tariff Board examines witnesses, visits a number of places, 
and, after going through the whole thing carefully, makes a report which 
ultimately goes to the Government of India. The Government of India 
for obvious reasons are not bound to accept the recommendations of the 
Tariff Board, but have the right to make such alterations or modifications 
in the report as they think suitable. Now, rny main criticism of this 
provision is that the whole thing involves a very cumbrous procedure. 
Quite apart from the question of cost, which again is quite appreciable, 
a lot of time is taken up, and, now that quite a number of important 
industries have already been carefnllv inquired into by the Tariff Boards, 

I do not, on the whole, think that it is necessary to appoint a Tariff Board 
in the case of newly developed or newly developing minor industries or 
in the case of those industries which have already been examined at a 
previous stage by a Tariff Board. It seems to me that the necessary cost 
can be avoided and the procedure can certainly be speeded up by the 
appointment of a committee of official and non-official Members to advise 
the Government of India. 

I do not mean to say that in no case should a Tariff Board be appoint¬ 
ed. But we do not know’ what the position after the war will be. It 
may be, and I do hope that as a result of India’s war effort, quite a number 
of new industries will come into being and will attain to a stage of suffi¬ 
cient development to warrant the Government of India extending to them 
a helping hand. At the same time, it is extremely difficult, if not 
absolutely impossible, to foresee today what the country’s industrial 
position will bo after the w'ar. The point is this. Is it to the advantage 
of this country, or docs it facilitate India’s effort in prosecuting this war, 
to do nothing for the present and cast the entire responsibility of executive 
action on the Government of India? My submission is this, whether we 
look at the problem from the point of view of the country’s earnestness to 
help England to win the war or w’hether we look upon it from the point 
of view of the country’s industnal development, it is very important 
indeed that no valuable time should be wasted in refusing to associate the 
non-official element with our e'ffort in these two directions. Let me make 
it quite clear that nothing is further from my mind than to suggest 
anything which will prejudice our war effort. Eathef, I should say thnt 
if we have a committee of the kind outlined in my Eesolution appointed 
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and if the Government of India seek the assistance of this Committee 
from time to time between now and the conclusion cf peace, it will be 
all to our good and to our advantage. 

Sometimes people fear that capital in this country is shy and does 
not readily come forward to the help of industries. Sir, I have no first¬ 
hand experience of the dev'eIoj)ment of Indian industries. All the same, 
I can claim that if we carefully remember what happened in 1914 and 
subse(iuent years this charge of the shyness of capital will be found 
unjustified. In fact, for reasons into which I need hardly go since they 
are present to the mind of every Honourable Member, as a consequence 
of the great industrial development that has taken place during the last 
twenty-two years, capital is much more ready to come forward now than 
it was some years ago. But one thing one naturally has to consider. 
Those who invest large sums of money either in founding fresh industries 
or in developing existing ones are very anxious that some years after the 
war is won and peace is restored the fate of the money thus invested 
will not become precarious. Now, 1 think it is up to the Government of 
India to reassure llie public and cayntalists and industrialists on that very 
important point. If the quarters affected are reassured on that point and 
if tlioy feel a sense of security that the Government of India will not 
leave them in the lurch when peace is restored, and if they are assured 
that the Government of India will give due consideration to all those 
industries whicli may have come into being or may have developed 
hetwcc'n the outbreak of the present war and the conclusion of peace, I 
am sure that mauy will come forward readily to found new industries 
or help existing industries. I would, before I finish, just like to know as 
to what the attitude of the Government of India is. I understand, Sir, 
that in the past the Government of India on suitable occasions have 
made necessary modifications in the recommendations of the Tariff Boards; 
in olher words, by (‘xc'cutive action they have accom])lislied what could 
not liavo been achieved without the appointment of a fresh Tariff Board. 

I am not complainiiig. On all those suitable occasioiis wheii ])roper 
action was taken by the Government of India, they are entitled to claim 
cn'dit and I certainly would be prepared to give them that credit. What 
1 would like to know is the present policy of the Government of India. 
Have tliev any objection to the appointment of such a Committee as is 
outhhicd in my Besohition during the progress of the war? I need not 
repeat the familiar arguments that the counti^y is far too advanced to be 
prejudiced by the appointment of a Committee of this character. In fact, 
instead of prejudicing our war effort, the Committee would, on the one 
hand, accelorato the pace of our war effort and would, on the other hand, 
help the Indian industries being placed on a satisfactory f‘X>ting in the 
light of the experience gained between now and the conclusion of peace. 

Now, Sir, I do not think I have much to say except to point out that 
I have not used the expression 'fiscal policy’ in any limited or restricted 
sense. Time will not allow me to develop the theme, but the expression 
‘fiscal policy’ embraces, according to me, such important questions as the 
question of the railway rates policy which, I have no doubt, should be 
further revised and improvement in railway facilities effected with a 
view to the transportation of our manufactured goods. I should also add 
that, according to me, our fiscal policy ought to include the question of 
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shipping, at any rate, coastal shipping rates, which should be lowered 
and an effort should be made against a monopoly through shipping rates 
being established or continued .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): The Honourable 
Member has two minutes more. 

Sir Syed Raza All: I will finish my speech within that time. On the 
other hand, if we find that any such monopoly through shipping rebates 
exists, every effort should be made by the Government of India to do 
away with that system. So, by ‘fiscal policy’ 1 mean the policy to be 
pursued by the Government of India with reference to our manufactured 
goods coming into competition with goods imported into India from 
foreign countries. 

Sir, the Resolution is a very simple one. If this Resolution is accept¬ 
ed by the Government of India, whatever else they may think of it today, 
they will find that in course of time this Committee will be of great help 
to them in arriving at a decision on broad questions with reference to 
war industries as also India’s internal industries for the latter require 
every legitimate help and encouragement being given to them without 
delay. Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Resolution moved: 

“That thia A.aaembly re<^‘ommends to the Governor General in Council to appoint 
a committee of officials* and non-officials to examine the present fiscal policy of the 
Government of India and recommend suitable modifications.” 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham¬ 
madan Rural): Sir, before I develope my argumeut in favour of this Reso¬ 
lution, r want to make two points (piite clear. The one is that the word 
‘fiscal’ in this Resolution does not mean tariff. The word is used not in 
the narrow sens(‘ but iri a very broad sense, as was made clear by the 
TTououral)le tli(‘ Mover of the Resolntion himself. The second point which 
I want to make quite clear is that the war condition should not be put for¬ 
ward ns a plea against the a])pointment of such a Committee. May I re¬ 
mind the ITouse that the Government of India during the Great War ap¬ 
pointed an Industrial (^)nfercnce, the necessity of which ^.hey felt on ac¬ 
count of the war conditions'. Whatever situation existed during the Great 
War, the situation is Touch moi'e acute on the prc'sent occasion. In fact, 
the war condition clearly shows that we do require a Committee of this 
kind to discuss the whole pi’obleni. New industries are now springing up 
on account ot the war requirements mid an announcement was made the 
other day that those industries will not be allowed to die when the war is 
over. We do not understand what is the significance of this and how the 
whole thing will be materialised. If we could make any announcement 
in this din'otioii, T am sui*e inore capital will be coming forward, indus¬ 
tries will develope more rapidly and the war material will be available in 
large quantities. 

Sir, the policy of taxation of the Government of India is based on the 
Fiscal Commission’s report. As I pointed out some years ago, it is just 
like the surgery of one system of medicine based on the surgical operations 
v^hich Abusina performed on one monkey. Many things have happened 
since that time and the art of surgery hors undergone a great deal of im¬ 
provement. But that system still follows the surgery of Avicenna. The 
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same is Ihe case with the taxation policy of the Government of India. The 
!l^iscal Commission’s report was written in 1922 and many things have 
happened since tJien. 4^]ie o?)e very impertaiit l])ing that liapi'ieied du¬ 
ring tins time is'that the systems of combines and monopolies of sale .are 
now heing actively pursued and are very widely followed by businessmen. 
Piier y no freedom of sale and there is no freedom of purchase. K I want 
C 0 sell a particular article and if there is a combine in regard to it, I will 
not be able to do it. If I want to purchase anything, I can only purchase 
it through one particular firm and in a particular locality. Therefore, 
there is now a great restriction both with regaM to the sale and the pur¬ 
chase of various articles and, therefore, the freedom of trade which these 
businc\ssTnc‘n shout at the to]) of their voices is destroyt'd by themselves. 
J3ut tl)is thing is acting against the interests of the consumers. There are 
ail kinds of loots which T hientioned some time ago in connection with the 
story of Haji Baba. By means of combines and the monopoly of sales 
they are collecting large sums of money from the poor consumers. Now, 
wh'.at is the difference between the Phnance Member and these magnates 
of COiYihines and inondpoliea? The P'inance Member collects funds from 
the rich people for the benefit of the public. Now, Sir, these people col¬ 
lect funds from the public for the benefit of the rich men. It is really the 
reverse process, but in both cases the poor consumers are very much luindi- 
cappod and they suffer in both ways. This system of combine may be de¬ 
fended in case of general commodities, but it cannot be substtmtiated in 
the case of protected Industries. Here I may be permitted to quote from 
the l iseal Coimnissiou report from which my Honourable friend, Sir Syed 
Baza Ali, also quoted. As regards this.point the report scuys: 

“The matter should be investigated by the Tariff Board which we propose should 
be established and if the Board reports that the protection is in effect injurious to 
the interests of the Indian consumer and the legislature accepts the view that pro¬ 
tection given to the industry should be lowered and withdrawn or possibly special 
legislation should be introduced in order to deal with the matter.” 

Therefore, the PTscal Commission sugge&ted a method to get out of this 
difficulty, but unfortunately the methods suggc'.sted by them were not prac¬ 
tised by the Government of India on account of <m error of nomenclaturo 
into which they hirve fallen. Now, Sir, they clearly suggested a periodic 
examination of the protection and tliey contemplated very clearly that this 
should be examined and their rei)ort should be laid before the legislature and 
the legislature should liave a right to express their opinion. The Govern¬ 
ment of India fell into the error and they ffiave not solved that problem 
wliether there sliould be a permane-nt tariff board to do the work which I 
have just mentioned or there should be an <i(l hoc tariff board. These are 
really the two distinct problems and I think every Commerce Member from 
1930 onwards had been devoting a considerable portion of his time to solve 
this question whether the tariff board should be ad hoc or permanent body. 
1 think the Goverinnent have misunderstood the entire recommendation of 
the Fiscal Commission. They say that whenever you want to give .fresh 
protection or extend period of protection to any industry,' this should be 
decided by an" ad toe tariff bdard. That is one thffig. 'But once protection 
is'given, then it shouhT be examined periodically‘by a permanent body of 
mien, call that body of men tariff board,: and it is unfortunate that the 
Fiscal Commission used the same word -"‘ir^criff board” for entirely two differ- 
ent liddies which'led the Commerce Department to fall Into a"confusion or 
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into a kind of connundrnin. It is very important that the Commerce De¬ 
partment should immediately appoint an officer and a body of men, some 
non-officials, be associated with him and call them by whatever name you 
like. They should examine the effect of this protection given to any in¬ 
dustry. Had this permanent body been in existence, then all the difficulties 
with regard to sugar which we had during the last 18 months would not 
Jbave existed. This permanent body would have drawn the attention of the 
legislature in 1937, 1938 and 1939 about the actions taken by the Govern- 
,ments of Behar, of the United Provinces and they would have drawn our 
attention to the action taken by the Sugar Syndicate, to the action taken 
by the Sugar Mill-owners As.sociation and the enormous difficult positions 
into which they have fallen, would have been avoided had timely action 
been taken on this particular question. 

The next thing on which this Board will be exceedingly useful aild 

which expresses the interest of the consumers, is they would fix a fair sell¬ 
ing price. Whenever an industry is protected and when the industry 
wants to raise the selling price, they should get the permission of this 
permanent body. The protected industry should not have the power to 
raise the ])rice arbitrarily beyond the fair selling price fixed by the Tariff 
Board as it is doing at present by means of combines and monopolies and 
so on. So this will also be one of the duties of the permanent body to ex¬ 
amine whether the increase in the fair selling price is necessitated by cir¬ 
cumstances. 

I again press this point that in every question of protecion, in every 
questic n of fixing of price, we have to consider all the interests—the ii^terest 
of the consumer should not be left out of consideration. Whenever any 
question relating to any industry is discussed, my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Joshi, puts forward the interest of labour and he is perfectly right. I 
think he should have a second string to his bow and he should take up the 
cause of the consiuners also. 

I will now briefly mention about the method of new taxes which the 
Government of India are adopting. This is quite novel without any paral¬ 
lel in any other country. First, there is the theory of giving temporary 
shelter to certain industries. The Commerce Member in December, 1933, 
startled the whole of the Legislature by bringing forward a Bill in which 
he artiticially put specific duties and raised the customs duties on articles 
which he selected at his sweet will presumably on the representation of 
certain individuals. Now, Sir, he did not tackle the problem, but the pro¬ 
blem tackled him. So he started a new theory that is about giving tem¬ 
porary shelter. Then later on he started another theory, that is, giving of 
over-protection and about this he said: 

“When you give these industries over-protection, then cut-throat competition will 
follow and this will also lower th© prices." 

So he takes for granted that in giving over-protection there will be no 
combine, bnt whenever there is a combine and they fix the prices by mu¬ 
tual consent at a higher rate, then this over-protection really acts not to 
tlie benefit of the industries, but very often against the industries and cer¬ 
tainly it is jirejiidicial to the interests of the consumer. Therefore, this 
theory of over-protection, that is, protection ov6r and abo-ve the quantum 
recommended by the Tariff Board is really neither’ in the interests of the 
industry nor in the interests of the consumers. This theory also is abso¬ 
lutely wrong. , ' 
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The next theory that the Government of India started is like the poll 
tax. This is really a tax which you can levy on your own account without 
reason and justification. This is what is called ‘cess duty'. The Gov¬ 
ernment have now started the system of taxation under the name of 
cess duty. Nobody knows what happens to this duty. The Gov¬ 
ernment also tabled Kesohitions recommending cess duty in the case of 
coffee, in the case of tea and so on, but we do not know what luappened to 
the duties so collected. The accounts are not submitted to the Commerce 
Department about the method of working of this cess. 

There is another burden on consumers, high tariff wall combined with 
the quota system. I can understand your having a high tariff wall for 
protection to an industry. 1 can understand if you have a quota system. 
But the Government have adopted the policy of having both high tariff 
wall and quota system so that the effect of this is there is double protec¬ 
tion to the industry, but it is really high taxation to the consumers of the 
country. So that the protection is there, but on account of the quota,, 
the prices are increased to the great disadvantage of the consumer. 

The next point to which I wish to refer is the surcharge. This system 
of surcharge was started during the time of Sir George Schuster who was 
popularly known in the House as sur-charge Schuster. He raised the price 
of all articles irrespective of any consideration by 25 per cent. This thing 
ought to have been examined scientifically but no effort was made in this 
direction. Now, Sir, we have got the same method adopted by the present 
Finance Member. Instead of trying to find out fresh sources of revenue he 
is only putting a surcharge on articles which are already there. There¬ 
fore, the important tliiug is that the Government of India should now find 
out fresh methods of raising revenue. For example. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The Honourable 
Member’s time is up. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Very well, Sir. I was just coming to the 
principal arguments in support of this Resolution. 

Mr. J. Ramsay Scott (United ITovinces: Euroj)ean): Sir, the views I am 
going to express are my own personal views, and not neces- 

1 p.M. sarily those of my Group. 

I would like to thank iny Honourable friend, Sir Baza Ali, for bringing 
up this Resolution on the fiscal policy of India and to congratulate him 
on the admirable way he has put up his case. 

During the great war, and, immediately after, a large number of new 
industries came into existence to supply India’s needs, but when trade got 
back to normal, the intensive competition of foreign imports killed many of 
these industries and a lot of invested money was lost by the Indian public. 
In the interregnum between the Great War and the present war, India has 
made great industrial progress, but not sufficiently so as to enable her to 
pull her full weight at the present moment. In the last two decades, 
other dominions have made greater industrial progress, and I may say that 
T was greatly impressed last year to see the way Australia had gone ahead 
industrially since the last war. 

In view of what I have said regarding industrial development about 
1920 and the amount of money which was lost by the public, I would aSk 
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Government to bear in mind that although there is sufficient money avail¬ 
able to start new industries, the assistance which Government have given 
in the past has not been such as to encourage greatly the development of. 
industricis. J^ui todjiy tliose of us, who have intimate knowledge of the 
speeches and work of Sir Eamaswarni Mudaliar, know that industrial 
interests are and will be in safe hands of the Commerce Member and that 
everything which can be done will be done to hasten and facilitate the in¬ 
dustrial development of India. 

The Fiscal Commission’s report of 102*2 laid down certain lines on which 
protection to an industry might be given after a thorough investigation by 
a Tariff Board, and it also lays down certain stringent conditions that all 
the raw material should be available in this country before protection can 
be granted, hut in a few cases recently my Honourable fi'iend, the Com¬ 
merce Member, has relaxed this rather ardous condition and cases are being 
individually examined so that industries started Ihis year, in a year in 
which cver\ industrial etforl is required to be made in the interests of India 
and the Empire, will be ])rotected after the war for a period of years. If 
I have in any way misinterpreted what I consider is the desire of the Com¬ 
merce Member of the Government of India, today, I shall be glad if he 
will correct nje in his reply. The Fiscal Commission's report is nearly 
twenty years old, and conditions in India have changed so much in the 
last twenty years that I think that a new commission should sit at some 
future date. I do not, however, consider that the present moment is a 
suitable one, but would suggest that a Commission should sit as soon as 
possible after the war when it can judge in a dispassionate atmosphere 
what India’s industrial capacity has done and what it might have done, 
and plans can be made when machinery, etc., is available, to develop fully 
the industrial capacity of India. 

A further suggestion for consideration is the needs of the smaller indus¬ 
tries. The larger industries are organised and are w^ell able to voice their 
needs, but tlie smaller and undeveloped industries are not in such a happy 
condition. I feel that in the interim period until the commission sits a 
new “Safeguarding of Industries Bill" should be introduced for the pro¬ 
tection of smaller industries. A full dress Tariff Board report is too long, 
cumbersome and costly an affair to deal quickly and efficaciously with 
small industries where the need is for quick action if such an industry is to 
be saved and assisted. 

The bulk of consumers in this country are agriculturists, but they are 
also men with families, and with the growth of education there is a crying 
need to find employment for educated young men, and in my opinion an 
industrial drive to expand India’s industries is one means of finding men 
employment. In this country industrial employment for one man means, 
as his standard of living improves, helping several more to get an exist¬ 
ence. 

Industries must know that their position is safe and this position can 
only be assured if their markets in India arc maintained, and they know 
that they are not likely to be ruined by foreign competition and foreign 
dumping. Sir, I would recommend this Resolution to the careful con¬ 
sideration of Government, and I hope that they wall be able to accept it in 
principle even if there is no definite time limit for the setting up of a Com- 
liussion. 
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Babu Baijnath Bajoria (IMarwari Association: Indian Commerce): Sir, 
I rise to support' this motion and T congratulate Sir Baza Ali on bringing 
it forward. The present fiscal policy of the (joveriiient of India 'is de¬ 
pendent on the report of the Biscal Commission of 19*21-22. Before that 
there was no fixed ])o]icy hut after this report (rovernment adopted its 
recommendation of discriminating protection of industries. This policy 
was considered to be half-hearted and halting oven at the time the report 
was published and at the ])resent moment it is all the more so. The re¬ 
commendation of this Commission as well as the present fiscal policy 
of (xovernment is so halting and half-h(iarted that the industrial develop¬ 
ment of the connlry has not ])rogressed a.s would have otherwise happened 
if the iiidnstries had got the necessary ])rotection and fostering care of 
Oovenmaait. . The f)reliminarv conclnsio7i which the Fiscal Commission 
came to was that the industrial development of India has not been com¬ 
mensurate with the size of the country, its po])ulation. and its natural 
resources and that a considerable development of Indian indnslrics would 
be very much to the advaniage of the country as a whole. Tliis theory 
which was true in 1921 is far more true at the present moment. The 
industrial development of India is very badly needed. There has been 
industrial development of India duriiig thesis ‘20 years as a res\ilt not only 
of the policy of the Government of India but also of the intere.st wliieh 
the Indian mercantile community has taken in the development of indust¬ 
ries in this country. If Government had given their whole-heart^'d support 
and Tuore paternal (jare to the industries I ain sure tlie iTidnstrial devolop- 
moin would have been much greater. There are .so. many conditions 
•surrounding the grant of protection to an industry at tlie present stage 
and it is so very difficult to satisfy Government in these matters that in 
many instanec.s protection lias Ix'en denied to fui industry. 1 would cite 
oidy one instance, that of the glass industry, in which prolection was 
denied simply because soda ash which is one of its principal ingrediemts 
was imported from oiPside, though as regards consumptioiL manufacture 
and labour and other things the industry had perfect justification for 
protection. I know that Government are giving some ludp to the glass 
industry by grant of rebate of customs duty on soda ash, but much more 
should have been done by giving protection directly. 

I have given only one instance, that of the glass industry. At the 
presemt moment, after the war began, Government have now become 
anxious that goods should be manufactured in this country for war 
supplies. I quite appreciate that it is for the good of the country that 
we should be able to supply the war needs and not only the war needs 
hut also our needs in times of peace. If Government had been half as 
anxious as they are now to develop the industries of this country and 
had helped to start new industries here, then the position in India would 
have been so strong and India would have been so self-snfficient as regards 
the supplies of war materials that it would have been a source of great 
strength not only for the defence of the country but also for supplying 
goods to Great Britain and other theatres of war in the near East and 
even, God forbid, if there should be hostilities, in the Ear East. But, 
unfortunately, at the present, according to the recent statement of Gov¬ 
ernment, India can only supply 20,000 kinds of materials out of 40,000 
Irinds which are required for military purposes, from within. The other 
20,000 kinds have to be imported from outside. What a pity ! India has 
got natural resources, India has got men, India has got labour; and if a 
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Btirnuliis had been given by Government patronage, India would have 
been self-sufficient in these respects also. There are certain vital indust¬ 
ries which have not come into existence in India at all and which are 
very important for the purpose of defence of this country, as for exam})le, 
the manufacture of arms and munitions, ship-building, aircraft, etc. 
Even yesterday in his statement the Honourable the Finance Member 
only referred to certain ship-building yards in this country, if I heard him 
aright, but no efforts have been made to manufacture ships in this country. 
As a matter. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Itaisman: What I said was that every slip 
in this country capable of being used for the construction of these vessels 
was actually (jccupied, so that ships are being constructed.- 

President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim); The Honourable 
Member’s time is up. 

Babu Baljnath Bajoriai I think I have some little time more, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Tialiim): The Honourable 
Member is right. The Chair understands tlnit he has live or sev(?n minutes 
more. He can resume his speech after Lunch. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Dutta) in the Chair. 

Babu Bajnath Bajoriat Sir, when the House adjourned, I was showing 
how, if the industries of this country had been properly developed, if they 
had received the full support of the Government,—and 1 was glad to hear 
this morning from the FTonourable the Finance Member that they have 
decided to support the ship building industry—the industrial condition 
of India would have been in a rnucli stronger position tlian it is today. 
With regard to the sh'ijibuilding industry, as every body laiows, there have 
been numerous discussions in this House, and the y.iroposal to start and 
support tile shipbuilding industry was always stoutly resisted by the Gov¬ 
ernment, but T am glad that at last they have realised the true position 
of this industry and have decided to support It. 

Sir, the Indian Fiscal Commission Beport on which the present Indian 
fiscal policy is based is antiquated. It is about 20 years old and much 
water has flown down the river Ganges since the time that report was 
written. The whole situation both in India as well as in the whole world 
has completely changed, and it is now imperative on the part of the Gov¬ 
ernment to come out with a bold and definite policy of industrial expan¬ 
sion in every possible direction; and if the present conditions of war have 
created favourable opportunities for the establishment of new industries 
in this country, it is also the duty of the Government to see that these 
industries wh'ich will help them during the period of the war do not die 
out in time of peace. 

Sir, one of the recommendations of this Commission was that indust¬ 
ries essential for purposes of national defence should be adequately pro¬ 
tected if necessary, but nothing was done, whatsoever, to implement this 




168 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[6th Nov. 1940 


[Babu Baijnath Bajoria. ] 

recommendation of even this antiquated Commission. That shows the 
antipathy of the Government. Sir, T am joining in this debate not in any 
spirit of negative criticism of Government, but with a view to strengthen 
the hands of the Honourable the Commerce Member to give greater en¬ 
couragement for the expansion and development of industries in this* 
country. T know the Honourable the Commerce Member who was once 
a [)opular elected Member of this House had greatly contributed to debates 
on this question. 

Some Honourable Member: He is equally popular now. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria: His contribution to the debates in tliis House 
for the cause of industrial development has been very great, and T hope 
he will be very sym])athetie to the industrial development of this country 
by revising the policy of the Government in such a manner that the 
industries of this country ma'v fully benefit thereby. Sir, T support this 
Resolution not with a view to throw any impediments in the way of 
development of Indian industries. If by the appointment of the proposed 
Committee the present industrial development is impeded in any way, T 
would be quite prepared if the Government accept this Resolution, and 
the appointment of a Coinmittee may be deferred till the end of the war, 
because I know that at the present moment Government themselves are 
anxious to encourage industries which may provide them with war mate¬ 
rials. But I do not think it will be wise on the part of the Government 
to oppose this Resolution merelv on the ground that they cannot appoint 
a Committee just at the present moment. 

Sir, one word about \\hMt my friend. Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad, said 
with regard to over-,protection. I wanted to know from liim one Instance 
in which over-protection has been given to industries beyond what has 
been recommended by the Tariff Board. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Tatas are getting 1.5 crores. Read the 
speeches made in the House in 19rM. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria: The Government are at present following a 
policy which reminds me of a proverb which sny.s that when a fire has 
started in the Iir)use, the owners or occupants of the hous(‘ have begun 
to digging a well. 

"JdJ) ijhnr me ag lagee., tub koova khodne chale.** 

But it is still bettor late than ne^er, and even if Government weia* to take 
to this industrial develo])mont now and revise their fiscal policy in the 
interests of this country, T think this country will be greatly benefited in 
all respects. With these words T support this Resolution. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea (Calcutta Suburbs: Non-Muhammadan Urbanj): 
Sir, since the publication of the Report of the Indian Fiscal Commission 
18 years ago, industrialisation has made considerable progress in this 
country; but if the Government had shown greater foresight and imagi¬ 
nation, this industrialisation would have proceeded much further. Just 
at the present moment we find that there are great defects in the indus¬ 
trial system of this country, and the Honourable the Commerce Member 
is trying his best to remove these defects in order that India may be 
able to make a substantial contribution to war effort. Sir, the Fiscal 
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Commission reported 18 years ago, and during this period things have 
changed considerably, and it is desirable that the recommendations of the 
Commission should be reviewed. On what lines the review should take 
place, I will not discuss now; but I will say this, that some bf the condi^ 
tions laid down by the Fiscal Commission are rather over-stringent, and 
some amount of elasticity will have to be introduced into these conditions. 
My friend, Mr. Bajoria, referred to one or two instances. There arc. 
many other instances, but it is needless to mention them now. A full- 
fledged Fiscal Commission or an Industrial Commission may not be- 
possible to be appointed just at present because of the preoccupation of 
the war and also because conditions are not normal. This may be- 
postponed till after the war, but a small Committee, as has been suggested 
in tliis Hesolution, may he appointed. This Committee may consist of 
officials and non-officials,—some members of this House may be taken 
on it,—to inquire into the limitations which have been imposed by the 
Fiscal Commi.ssion’s Bcport and also to inquire what further progress iS'- 
needed in view of the changed conditions,—particularly conditions created 
by the war. 

Now, during this war certain industries are getting help in various* 
ways from the Government, and a considerable amount of capital is- 
being invested in these industries. It is necessary to ensure that these indus¬ 
tries, after they have been developed, should not die when the war ceases. 
The Honourable the Commerce Member, if I remember aright, gave an 
assurance some time ago to the effect that Government would come to 
the rescue of such indiustries and would give them the necessary support 
after the war. I hope that this assurance which he gave to some Chambers: 
of Conntierce will be repeated here. Tliat will go a considerable way 
towards removing the apprehension which is felt in many quarters that 
w’hen the war ceases a great deal of capital resources may be lost. 

While T am a protectionist, T must say that I am not a blind protec¬ 
tionist. When we grant protection to an industry, we should grant pro¬ 
tection not only in the shape of tariff, but in various other v/ays.—railway 
facilities, shipping facilities and so forth, and we should look to the 
interests of the country as a whole, not merely to the interests of the 
capitalists. We should have in view the interests of labour, the interests 
of the consumer and all other interests which may be affected by our 
protective policy. The time has come when it should be recognised defi¬ 
nitely by the Government of India that industrialisation, coupled witlr 
agricultural improvement, is the greatest need of the hour, and keeping 
that in view the Government should extend to the industries of the coun¬ 
try all the facilities and all the help that they can offer. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali (Lucknow and Fyzabad Divisions: 
Muhammadan Rural): We have friends here who plead the cause of big 
industry. T stand here to urge on the Honourable the Commerce Member 
to take up the cause of smaller industries in India. I remember he once 
said on the floor of the House that he would take the same care for the- 
smaller industries as he would take for industrial production for defence 
and war purposes. My Honourable friend, Dr. Banerjea, has referred tO' 
what the Honourable the Commerce Member said to the commercial 
community. It has appeared in the newspapers and we all know that 
he has got very great sympathy for the smaller industries. In the year* 
1937 an enquiry was launched by the Government of India for the develop¬ 
ment of smaller industries, but the plea then raised was that, because* 
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Japan was importing at higher prices, therefore, these industries could 
not be helped so easily. The result was that the whole thing ended in 
smoke, and that is generally the result of Government of India's com¬ 
mittees and commissions, which I again deplore even today on the floor 
of the House. But, during the regime of our present Commerce Member, 
we hope that the smaller industries will be taken greater care of, and 
that the coffers of the Government of India will filter down to the smaller 
industries of the country as well. There are philosophers to discuss^ the 
principles of fiscal policy and the recommendations of the Fiscal Com¬ 
mission, but so far as 1 iniflerstand the Resolution of my Honourable 
friejul, Sir Syed Raza Ali, it touches more the question of fact than dis¬ 
cusses the fiscal policy of the Government of India. Here, what we want 
is that the glass industry, the canning industry, and other smaller 
industries should be helped and developed by the Government of India 
even at this time of the war. In spite of the fact that war is on, 
these industries arc very necessary and they should be developed. 
We know that Banks in India cannot at the present time, for reasons 
best known to the Government, help even the greatest industry of India, 
that is, the agriculture of India. The only recourse for the smaller in¬ 
dustries, therefore, is the Government of India itself, and we hope that 
the Government will think of these industries not only during the time of 
the war but also after it. The big industrialists will look after themselves. 
There are magnates who will surely make money during the war them¬ 
selves and then invest the same for the industrial development of the 
country, but it is the care of the smaller industries that we have to look 
to. The Resolution seeks only this, that non-officials also should 
1)0 included in the committee and that there should he a 
committee of officials and non-officials to enquire into the industrial deve¬ 
lopment of the country. We know how His Excellency the Viceroy has 
been trying his level best to rope in the leaders of the Indian community. 
And for what? To help in the development of industries in India. And for 
what purpose? To help in the war. When the Governor General him- 
■sclf thought that non-officials should be taken in, I ask, where is the 
reason for the Government of India to refuse to take non-officials into 
the committee along with officials for the development of Indian indus¬ 
tries, and especially the smaller industries of the country? With these 
words T support the Resolution. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official): 1 would like to make only 
a few remarks on this Resolution, as we are likely to have another oppor¬ 
tunity to speak almost on the same subject when the Finance Bill will 
come up for discussion. 

I would like to support this Resolution asking for a re-examination 
of the fiscal policy of the Government of India. It is a long time since 
the policy of the Government of India as regards the development of 
industries, as regards their taxation system and as regards the fiscal 
system of the country, was examined by a committee. Since then many 
changes have taken place. We have expanded our system of taxation, 
we have developed industries, and we have been also protecting some 
of the important industries of the country. But, Sir, we are now living 
in quite different times. Not only has there been the ordinary develop¬ 
ment in the country, but the war has introduced quite a new' situation. 
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At this time the Government of India themselves may have found that^ 
if the industries of the country had been developed much move than 
they are developed today, it would have been easier for them to find the 
money which they need for the prosecution of this war. Moreover, the 
Government of India today are trying to supply the military needs not 
only of India but of Great Britain also. In this connection, what we 
have to remember is that, if India had been sufficiently developed indus¬ 
trially, we could have not only supplied the raw materials which we are 
now supplying, but we could have provided the Em])ire as well as Great 
Britain with many bnished products of which we are supplying only the 
raw materials today. I, therefore, feel that the time has come for a re¬ 
examination of the policy of the Government of India as regards the 
industrial development of the country, as regards their taxation system 
and also as regards the system of protecting indiistries. Again, I should 
like the Government of India to consider, and consider especially at this 
time, the question of wheth(^r industries should i-o in the hands of 
Government, and if so, which industries, if the industries should be 
controlled by Government, and if so, whicli iudusirios should be con¬ 
trolled, and whether Ihere are any industries which may be left to private 
enterprise. 

I would like this question to be considered now. We are living now 
not in the old times but in new times and everybody is thinking of the 
new world ordc'T. In Great Britain where generally, the Government is 
averse to interfere with private industry and where Government is adverse 
to take over industries in their hands, the Government has changed its 
policy and is now conducting industries which the Government would have 
left to private agencies some years ago. I, therefore, feel that, the 
Government of India themselves must examine now very carefully and 
not at a later time whether the industries upon which depends the safety 
of the country should not be taken over by the Government of India 
wholly in their own hands. Secondly, there are industries which are 
key industrie.s and industries wliieh are essential for the well-being of the 
masses of people in this country and industries upon which depends the 
development of other industries such as the power industry, the coal 
mining industry, the machine industry. These industries also in my 
judgment ought to be in the hands of the Government and not in private 
hands. It is quite possible that the Government today may not take 
over all the industries. At the same time the Government will recognise 
that this war makes it quite clear that some of the essential industries 
must at least be controlled by the Government and these industries must 
not be controlled only in war times but it is now clearly proved that 
these industries must be controlled even in peace times. The Govennnent 
may plead that they cannot introduce a new system altogether during 
the war. But the war has proved It abundantly, some of these key 
industries must be at least controlled by the Government sufficiently. 
If Government are to control, in what way are the Government to 
control. These are various matters of importance which it is now time 
the country should consider and investigate. I do not agree with the 
argument which some Members have used that this is a time when wel 
shoul3 not have an examination. I shall say that this is the time when 
that examination should take place. We are taking steps in the matter 
of initiating certain policies. Should not those policies and steps be 
examined now? Some of the Members do not wish that the development 



272 LBOISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. * ^ [6TH NoV. 1940 

[Mr. N. M. Joshi.] . ^ u 

of the industries should be delayed on account oi the examination of such 
policies by a committee. They say that the Government of India are 
at present prosecuting a quick and vigorous policy as regards the develop¬ 
ment of industries. Unfortunately, the Governrnent of India do not like 
to take the people of this "country into confidence and they also, I am 
very sorry to say, do not like to take the Legislature into their confidence. 
If' they are taking steps to develop industries, we want to know what 
those steps are. i am quite sure that, if the Legislature knows that the 
Government of India is following a vigorous policy as regards the develop¬ 
ment of India, the Legislature will not do anything by which there will 
be 'any interference in the vigorous prosecution of the policy of develop¬ 
ment of industries. I have no doubt that if the Government of India 
appoint a committee novy, that committee will be able to give guidance 
and advice to the Governrnent of India in the policy of the development 
of industries winch they may be following at this time. I. therefore, feel, 
that in the interest of the country there should be a re-examination of 
the policy which the Government of India should follow as regards the 
development of industries, as regards the method of taxation, and as 
regards the method of protecting the industries. I hope. Sir, that the 
Government of India will accept this EesoUition. 

t The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Member 
for Commerce and liabour), Sir, the Honourable the Mover of the l\oso- 
lution has already been congratulated on the careful and analytical way 
in which he has presented his case. I should only like to join my own 
congratulations to those of other meinbers on the fact that he has made 
on so difficult a subject a careful and, may I add, a sober speech. It 
is very easy to get extremely excited over the questfon of the indus¬ 
trialisation of this country and because during the months that [ have 
been on lour from place to place T have had memoranda and heard 
speeches some of which liave been of one tenor, advocating, irrespective of 
any consequence, a policy of complete industrialisation and a policy' of 
self-sufficiency that T venture to state tlnit the Honourable Member has 
made a very sober spoech on matter which is engaging the active atten¬ 
tion of the Indian public. 

Various questions have been brought on the tapis of this debate by 
g p ^ Honourable Members. It will be impossible for me during the 
short time that is available to deal with every one of these 
questions and I would like to make this preliminary remark so that 
Honourable Members may not consider that T have evaded any of the 
issues that have been raised. I can only confine myself to certain defi¬ 
nite and what I consider, the most relevant issues that have been raised 
by this Eesolution. I was asked to repeat assurances which T had given 
elsewhere to commercial bodies, assurances regarding the position of the 
Government at the present time in relation to the development of in¬ 
dustries {An Honourable Member: '*With regard to the future".) With 
regard to the development of industries at present and in the future. 

I stated in the last Session of the Assembly that Government did not 
want to be charged with having encouraged the development of industries 
at the present time to suit their own purposes and for thqse essential 
war heeds which must some how or other be met by industrial develop- 
mept in the .country and having done thp,t, with leaving those industries 
hi^h and dry, to take care of themselves and to meet all those blasts of 
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unfair competition which are likely to blgw severely once pe^ice is restor¬ 
ed. 1 went on to say. that the Government of India was (jonsidering 
the question, at any rate personally I and my department, were consider¬ 
ing the question how far a liberalisation of the conditions laid down by 
the Fiscal Commission was possible and if such liberalisation was possible 
in what terms the announcement of that liberalisation may be made. At 
the various meetings 1 had with commercial bodies I explained the 
position further. I said that there were two categories of industries with 
which the Government of India would concern itself—industries which 
will come into existence or be developed during this war period—first’ 
those industries which are directly needed for the war effort of this 
country and the starting of which Government encourage for that war 
effort, industries which are essential for the war needs of the country. 
I said ‘'But that was not all”. The same assurance would be conveyed 
to those essential industries which would have to be brought into existence 
to meet the essential requirements of the civilian population. These are 
the tw^o classes of industries with reference to which Government is con¬ 
templating some sort of assistance at the end of the war provided they 
are started during the war and are kept going. I stated that of course 
one has to satisfy himself that th(‘se indiistrios are run on business lines, 
that a reasonable amount of efficiency exists in the Tuanagement of 
these industries, and (liat these must be taken as the preliminary requi¬ 
sites which T trusted no industrialist w'ould object to. Then I went on 
to say that Government would .be doing no service to the industrial com¬ 
munity if they were merely to stop short there, and that it wo\ild not 
really give any indication to the entrepreneur to start his industry if 
Government were to lay down barely these two propositons. A number 
of ventures may be started,—some which may somehow thrive during 
this special pericKl of the war when imports are almost at a slandstlll 
but which on a closer (‘xamination conid not really l)e encouragt'd or 
could not have the ehiTiice of maintaining themselves after the war with 
any amount of reasonable assistauee in one form or anotlitr fhat Gov¬ 
ernment may be capable of giving. Some there may he which under 
the present stress of circumstances may develop but which it would be 
unreasonable from tlie point of view of the larger interests of the public to 
foster and cneourage by those methods which are well understood by 
students of protection, after the war and under peace conditions, and in 
the interests of the general public. Government may not find itself in a 
position to encourage the development of those industries, though the 
entrepreneur, knowing that he can make good profits during a short 
period, may of his own volition come forward at the present time and 
take the risk of starting this industry and also the risk of scrapping the 
machinery at the end of the war. These things have been done in other 
countries and T have no doubt t hat_ these things are being done in India 
with the full knowledge that the life of that particular venture is bound 
to be short and that there is no loss incurred or capable of being incurred 
if, with the knowledge that it is going to be short, this particular entre¬ 
preneur takes upon himself the task of starting the industry. If, there¬ 
fore, the danger of developing eatih and every kind of industry, simply 
because in the conditions prevailing during the war such development is 
facilitated, i^ to be avoided, or at any rate if a reasonable' hope that 
after the war certain industries will be protected is to be given by the 
Ooverninent, then obviously any sort of general statement that industries 
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developed during the war will be*protected after the war will be o no 
help and. what te far more important from the Government point 01 
view, that assurance cannot be implemented by the Government, inere- 
fore it was that 1 went a step further. I made it quite clear that each 
industry should come to the Government cind should place its case for 
tlie lime being ])efore Government and Government would examine the 
scope of the industry, the needs of the industry, wliat it fulfills in the 
. general economy of the country and Government w'ould, with reference 
to that specific Industry—not with reference to any specific concern but 
with referencH^ to that" specific industry—give a general assurance that 
whoever starts tliat industry will be protected in some way or other at 
the end of the war when peace conditions return. Now individual indus¬ 
tries have come up to Government and from time to time the Commerce 
Department has issued (‘.omrnuniques on the subject that if such and such 
industry is started and developed during the war, at the end of the war 
that industry will not be left to take care of itself but that by such 
methods as are open to the Government of India, care will be taken to 
preserve that industry against unfair competition. And let me state here 
what I mean by “unfair competition*', because in some quarters a doubt 
has been thrown w^hethor by “unfair competition” T am referring to what 
IS commonly termed “dumping”. T m«ay state that I am not referring 
to dumping when i apeak about unfair competition. I use that expression 
“unfair competition” in the same sense in which Tariff Boards have used 
the expression “fair competition”, that is to say, that the conditions of 
competition in the internal market between the imported commodity 
and the indigenously manufactured commodity must be fair, must bo 
equal. Those conditions have been described by the Fiscal Commis¬ 
sion; those conditions have been analysed with reference to individual 
industries by Tariff Boards, and it is that fair competition that t have 
assured to those industries, selected and individual, which have como 
before Government or which may come before Government hereafter and 
which after a preliminary examination by the Government have received 
the general assurance of the Government in the Commerce Department 
that at the end of the war they will be safeguarded. What kind of safe¬ 
guard will be given to them I have stated that J am nob in a position 
to suggest at present; it will depend upon the conditions then prevailing. 

It may be by a protective duty, it may be by a subsidy, lb may be by 
other methods such as those that have been described in tiie course of 
this debate—facilities of railway rates and so on—it may be by a number 
of these methods, but, as the House will easily realize, it is impossible 
here and now, with reference .tc conditions that may arise in the future 
of which I cannot predicate with any certainty at present, to give a 
definite assurance of the kind of protection that can be given. Nor does 
the Industry require it. What is wanted at the present time is that in 
those, conditions which may arjse it will be safeguarded, so that it may 
fair competition other products of other countries in the internal 
markets of this country. 

Bt. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May T ask ’one question about this point? 
Are you setting aside any sum of money to give to these industries when 
such conditions arise? 

The Btonourable Diwim Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: No, Sir, 
no money is being set aside at present for the purpose. In the first place, 
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that involves that the only form of protection timt can be given is a sub¬ 
sidy. 1 said that is a jnatter which must considered and that one of 

the forms, which assistance may take is s'* subsidy so that it will be impos¬ 
sible for Government to set aside a sum of money for siich, subsidy at the 
present moment. That is apart from the fact that financial conditions are 
wliat they have been stated to be by the Honourable the Finance Member 
only yesterday. In the light of those assurances o. certain number of 
industries have already come up before Government and communiques 
have been issued from time to time regarding those industries. The Com¬ 
merce, Department has now before it half a dozeii other applications 
which they are considering. My Honourable friend, Sir Raza Ali, referred 
—and if I may venture to say, rightly—to the cumbrous procedure of a 
Tariff Board investigation. I realized it from the moment war broke out 
and from time to time 1 have stated that these are not the times when 
a Tariff Board can be asked to investigate the conditions of any particular 
industry. Therefore it is that with reference to those industries Govern¬ 
ment liave sliort-circuited that procedure and made an ad hoc examina¬ 
tion through its own officials in the Secretariat and otherwise if possible 
and where they have come to the conclusion that a prima facie case has 
been niacle out regarding the value of that industry in the present cir- 
(‘umstances and the need that may c.rise at the end of the hostilities to 
have that industry protected they iiave given the assurance. Honourable 
Members liave stated again that there are many other ways in which 
Government cam encourage and foster the development of industries and 
I want this House to realize, when so much attention is concentrated both 
by the House and by the industrialists on what 1 may call the tariff 
policy of the Government, that is to say, the raising of duties as a pro¬ 
tective wall for the fostering and development of indigenous industries, 
that there are other ways in which industries can he helped, notably the 
system of purchases by Government. That T consider is a method of help¬ 
ing the industry which has not received sufficient attention both at the 
hands of this House, if [ may venture rcspeoifully to say so and even 
more and that is surprising, at the hands of the industrialists. Now at 
the present time there is no doubt about it that Government is doing all 
it can with reference to its purchase policy. But that has been the policy 
of the Government of India for the last 20 years. Honourable Members 
may cast their memories back and they wall find that one Department of 
Government at least was specifically conslituted for this particular pur¬ 
pose. T refer to the Indian Stores Department of the Government of 
India. That Department came into existence and it w^as devek)ped under 
the fostering care of that great Chief Controller, Sir James Pitkeathly, who 
has done so much to stabilise the Indian Stores Department. From the 
year 1022, when that Department was organised, it has been the business 
of the Chief Controller and the members of the Department to see to 
it that by the poliev which they carried out, a policy laid down by the 
Government of India in constituting the Stores Department, the indus¬ 
trialisation of this country is advanced apace and the fostering of the 
industries of this coimti'y is made possible. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjfia: You have to do much more. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

I am coming to that. 
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\Now, at the present time the activities of that 
incre ised enormously Honourable Members are aware that the Suppl,\ 
Sejartoent, which has incorporated 
has enormously increased the demand it 

the reauirements of the Government., There has been an e,xniDiMon 
upstairs of this Assembly Hall which shows the kind of articles that are 
bein^ manufactured now and with reference to it I may say that it is not 
merely that the Department has just taken whatewr has been manutao- 
tured by the various industrial concerns hut the Department has taken 
inion itself the task of planning by telling the industnahsts 
what they can do and by trying to get one industrialist in contact with 
another, so that by their joint effort they can produce an article which 
neither of them was producing before. Tn many other ways this planned 
production about which economists have spoken so long and so effectively 
is a thing that is in existence today far as the Supply Department and 
the Stores Department of this Government are concerned. 

There is one series of articles which is of peculiar interest to this 
country, the drugs. I said in one of my speeches that it was a tragedy 
that during one generation within my own memory, within 25 years, this 
country should have depended so much on essential drugs for imports 
from Germany and that human life could not be saved, human miseries 
could not be alleviated, merely because in our own country we have uot 
had the facilities and we have not developed that industry w^hich is essen¬ 
tial for the civil needs of the population. I emphasised the fact that it 
w^as not merely for war needs alone but for civilian needs also that the 
Government was equally anxious to promote those industries wliich are 
essential and to give them some sort of guarantee thereafter. Now, so far 
as the drugs industry is concerned, w’e have been doing everything pos¬ 
sible to enable the starting of manufacture and the production of drugs 
of vanous kinds. T must pay a tribute to the indefatigable energy and 
the enthusiasm which the Director-General of the Indian Medical Ser¬ 


vices, Colonel Jolly, has shown in this matter. Chemists and druggists 
and manufacturers, particularly in the City of Calcutta, know fully well 
how much Colonel Jolly has been able to do in this matter and how deeply 
interested he is in seeing to it that this manufacture is forced apace. 
There, again, the policy that he has adopted of ensuring that the require¬ 
ments of the various hospitals in this country are taken from the in- 
liyenoiis products, provided, of course, they satisfy medical tests is respon¬ 
sible for the present state of thing, and also how much that policy has in 
tself without any other kind of protection, encouraged the manufaciurc 
growth and development of this industry and is calculated even more 
largely in the future to encourage that industry. 


Wo have taken up again the question of the manufacture of surgir?al 
instruments and in both these cases may I say, though the Honourable 
Members often suggest that non-official opinion has not been taken into 
confidence, that we are not working in a vacuum. We do not imagine for 
a moment that the monopoly of wisdom lies in Government Benches or in 
Government Seeretariat. Quite the contrary; we do feel that occasion- 
ally (!) others also can help us. My Honourable friends will know that on 
ye Drucs Committee there are professors of chemistry, professors who 
have a good knowledge of the drug industrv who are helping the Govern¬ 
ment with their advice. Professor J. N. Rftv, who is one of the foremost 
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in this science, 1ms been added to a Committee and on which iny own 
Department is represented and which is presided over by the Director* 
Oeneral of the Indian Medical Services. They have systematically 
examined and are laying down the kind of drugs that can be manufac¬ 
tured and that ought to be manufactured in this country, and Govern¬ 
ment is encouraging the manufacture of these drugs. 

I may refer again to the Board of Scientific and Industrial Kesearch 
itself which is doing research in various matters. For the purpose of 
developing these very industries, the Board of Scientific and Industrial 
Besearch consists of practically all non-official scientists and industrialists, 
and one of the function of the Board is not merely to conduct research but 
to bring that research to the notice of the industrialists concerned. At the 
last meeting the members of the Board went further and said that they 
would like to have the power to suggest to the Government of India as a 
result of the application of that research to any particular industry that 
f'onditions are such that the Government may take up the question of 
protection to that particular industry, a recommendation which I have 
accepted. That is to say, the Members of the Board of Scientific and 
Industrial Besearch will not only deal with the question of mere research 
but if they find that research, as applied to a particular industry, deserves 
the consideration of the Government for a preliminary examination whe¬ 
ther protection is necessary or not, they are at perfect liberty to make 
that recommendation to the Government. 

Then, again, I might refer to one other matter. Honourable Members 
may have read—I hope they have read—something of the communiques 
that were published from time to time by the Government with reference 
to the recruiting and training of technical and skilled labour. Now, the 
whole foundation of industry, j)articularly of what I might call the heavy 
industries section, with reference to which, again, neither this House nor 
the public have been paying that attention which it deserves, depends 
upon technical, mechanical and skilled labour. You cannot develop that 
heavy engineering industry which is most vital for most purposes of the 
war without technical and skilled labour. But it is more than that. That 
is the foundation for the development of all machine industry, otherwise 
we must continue to import machinery for all time to come. It is the 
foundation for the tool making industry which in many countries is so 
lacking, even in the United Kingdom, that without importing tools from 
the United States of America they are themselves unable to proceed very 
much further in the expansion of their machine industry and heavy engi¬ 
neering industry at the present time. Government have for the first 
time taken upon itself the task of training as many skilled labourers as 
possible, the total number of which may come to 20,000. Here I must 
•express my indebtedness to the Honourable the Finance Member for 
he has placed nearly a crore of rupees at the disposal of Government for 
the purpose of training these 20,000 skilled labourers. What effect it 
would have on the future development of the industry and whether in 
itself it is not one of the greatest contributions that Government may make 
for the'orderly development of future industries, I leave it to the. House 
to judge. 

Now, Sir, I have gone into some of these details to show how at the 
present time the policy of the Government is being pursued. In one of 

■ ^ ■ D 1 
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the communiques that have been published you will find thiU a particular 
industry has been promised protection after the war notwithstanding the 
fact that the raw material which it uses .s imported from abroad. Ihe 
first condition of the Fiscal Commission has been laid aside *he time 
being and that is the liberalisation which I referred to or hinted at when I 
was last making mv statement in this Assembly. But apin I must say 
that it is only with reference to individual industnes that these kinds Ot 
conditions can he liberali.sed. The statement that any industry can be 
started without anv reference to Fiscal Commission conditions would, as 
the Honourable Professor ri^^htly remarked, be disastrous to the country 
and disastrous even to the industry itself. These are methods by which 
the Government are at present pursuin<< their fiscal policy and their indus¬ 
trial policy. 

ft was only the other day that Government issued a communique 
with reference to sugar, with reforenc'e to iron and steel, with reference 
to gold and silver lace thread. It is not intended as ought normally ta 
have been the case, to set up a Tariff Board, because the protective 
period comes to an end on the tst April, 1941. The conditions are such 
that no Tariff Board can do pistice either to itself or to the industry con¬ 
cerned if it takes upon itself an investigation of the question at the pre¬ 
sent time. 


Sir, this Resolution requires a Committee of officials and non-officials- 
to go into the question of how the fiscal policy, the present fiscal policy 
of the Government of India may he modified. I have said that at the 
present time, there is a special policy which has been adopted by the 
Government of India. I take it that the Honourable the Mover is referring 
to the fiscal policy as laid down in the Fiscal Commission report which 
has been followed by the Government of India till the outbreak of war. 
I quite recognise that these matters require to be overhauled, that a 
thorough investigation is absolutely necessary and will have to take place- 
at the end of the hostilities and when peace conditions are restored. 


Sir Syed Raza All: Wliy at the end of the war? Why not now? Is 
these any particular objection now? I should like the Honourable Member 
to develop that portion of his theme. 


The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Hudaliar: 

I thought that was the point I was developing during the last twenty-five 
minutes: that at the present moment conditionsjare absolutely abnormal; 
that individual industries should have to come up for assurance, that Gov¬ 
ernment themselves would like to be free withoiR the paraphernalia of 
any Committee or any Board to give immediately the assurance that is 
required so that the industries mav he started as soon as possible. To 
interpose anv sort of Committee at this time would merelv mean that Gov¬ 
ernment wilt have to stay its work, hold its hands while investigations 
are being made which must necessarilv he the case. You cannot have a 
new policy which is being pursued during the period of the war bv the 
Government and an examination de novo of the whole question of fiscal 
policy side by side during this period. 

Kaul^a Zafar Khan (Fiast Central Puniab: Muhammadan)* On 
one point T want information. T should like to know if the Government 
can give us an assurance that the 72 crores~-or 20 lakhs a day—which 
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.are going to be spent according to the Honourable the Finance I\ieiiiucr 
will be spent on industries in India and will not go out of the country? 

The Honourable Biwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: 

I am sure, the Honourable Member will have opportunities in connec¬ 
tion with the Finance Bill debate to raise this question s})ecifically and 
both the Honourable the Finance Member and the Honourable Member 
for the Supply Department will be able to answ’er this question. J^ut I 
can assure the Honourable Member here and now that all these develop¬ 
ments could not have tahen place unless most of the monev was being 
spent in this country. I thought the complaint of my Honourable friend 
Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad was that they were being spent with reference 
only to a few* individuals and that they are not being spent at large by 
placing orders with a large numbers of industrialists and manufacturers. 
That, however, is a different,question. 

But 1 was on the question why it is not possible at the present time 
to have such a sort of committee to investigate the whole question^—1 w.-ty 
going to sav that tin* Hous(* will not be surpris< d if it finds that tlio very 
industrialists would not welcome at the piesent time this kind of investiga¬ 
tion. It wdll rip open all possible issues arising under ii, not men ls the 
issue of protection, but believe me, (dber issues which may not he so 
palatable to those wdio want industrial development or to tbost' wdio call 
themselves protectionist.s—like the issue which my Honourable friend 
raised w^hether monopolies w'cre developing, like the issue whether tb.e 
consumers’ point of view^ was being considered, like the issue whether the 
industry should be taken up by the Government and state-owned, or 
whetlier it should be allowed to private iudividnals to start and develop— 
a whole host of issues which will merely create chaotic conditions both 
with reference to labour and wdth reference to capital and will not be of 
use either to the industrialists or even to the Government. That is w’hat I 
am afraid of in starting an enquiry at the present moment. 

1 have said f have no doubt whatsoever that at the end of the war an 
investigation of that kind is not only likely, but in my opinion inevitable, 
that conditions will be such that such an investigation must take place, 
that the whole policy will have to be re-examined, re-examined from many 
points of view^ and, may I emphasize one point of view which I have 
heard with some satisfaction, an observation which fell from my Honour¬ 
able friend, Dr. Banerjea. 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Pahim) resumed 

the Chair.] 

We w^ant a balanced economy in this country. We talk of industriali¬ 
sation. but the voice of tlu' agrieiilturisl is not so frequentlv or so loudly 
heard as one would like to hear. Faced as 1 am now* with the probloin 
of the disposal of surplus production, it has brought home to me as it 
never did before how^ much the fate of the agriculturist depends upon tlie 
export markets of tlie world and what close and inextricable relationship 
there is between the expoid markets and the import markets of the world. 

Now', Sir, these are all questions which have to be decided at the ind 
of the war, and, we hope it will be very soon when more normal condi¬ 
tions will prevail and at that •.time, I, personally, would welcome the 
that Sir Syed Raza Ali has made for the appointment (tf a 
K^ommission. I trust that after what T have said, it wall be reali.sed tliat 
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it is not lack of sympathy, it is not lack of understanding that prevents 
me from accepting this Resolution, and on that assurance, I hope my 
•ITononrable friend will not press this Resolution to a Division. 

Mr. E, Ii. 0. Owilt (Bombay: European): May I ask one question:' 
The Honourable Member has referred to the drug industry and by that I 
presume he includes fine chemicals and since the drug and coal iiidus- 
tries are so closely allied, may 1 ask what is being done by Government 
to develop the coal industry in the country which industry of course,, 
already exists ? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: 

What does the Honourable Member propose for the development of coat 
industry? 

Mr. E. L. C. Owilt: What research work is to be conducted of the by¬ 
products of'coal in relation to fine chemicals? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudalian 

So far as tlie by-produ(‘ts of coal are concerned, that is one of the pro¬ 
blems which has been referred to the Board of Scientific and Industrial 
Research. I understand that on that question a sub-committee has been 
constituted and its report has not yet come to me, but seeing that it waa 
only three months back it was set up, f felt that I could not hurry the 
work of the committee. 1 hope to have the report at the January meeting, 
which will be held in Calcutta. 

Dr, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: In continuation of the same point, may I 
ask whether a research of this kind is being done in the School of Mines 
at Dhanbad:^ If not, will the Government encourage research work 
of this kind in that school? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: 

If the Honourable Member refe?8 to the fires that are taking place in 
the coal mines to which I see he has adverted his attention by way of a 
question, I can tell him that it is actively under the examination of the 
Coal Mines Stowing Board. With reference to other researches in coal 
mines, some of the Professors at the Dhanbad school are continually 
engaged in that kind of research work. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan): May I ask the Hon¬ 
ourable Member whether his speech means that he has undertaken on 
behalf of (iovernment to appoint a eoiimiitlee like that at the end of ihe 
present hostilities, and on that understanding he wants the Resolinion 
to be withdrawn:^ 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: 

I can only say that as I see the picture at present, I see the inevitability 
of the necessity for the appointment of some such body at the end of 
the hostilities to review the whole question. More than that I cannot 
commit the Government which will be in existence at the end of ibe 
war. I might be able to do that if I knew the exact duration of the war, 
but not knowing that it will be impossible for me to go much further than 
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Sir Sy6d Ali: Sir, it was very encouraging to lind my old friend, 

the Commerce Member, making a confession, in spite of the fact that he 
has held this important portfolio for well over a year, that during this time 
he was delighted to lind an occasional display of sanity even among non¬ 
official Members. That was, 1 believe, a remark which delighted not only 
some of us on this side of the House but would have been a revelation to 
himself some years ago when ho very eloquently pleaded the public cause 
as an elected Member of this llou&e. 

1 must sa 3 ^ at once. Sir, that the Honourable Member’s speech was a 
conciliatory one. It was a speech in which I saw some indistinctly visible 
vein of sympathy if carefully looked at. I will not refer to other matters 
but what is passing in my mind and what I daresay is passing in the minds 
of some of my colleagues on this side of the House is the well-known 
English proverb, “Jam tomorrow, jam yesterday, but never jam today. “ 
My Honourable friend has no hesitation in saying that given a desired set 
of circumstances he for one is prepared to concede the inevitability of the 
whole queslion being gone into by the (rovernment of India after the war. 
Thai means tomorrow. What most of ns really consider is that during the 
progress of the war, having regard to circumstances over which porha])S 
not many of us liavc a direct control, a state of things has come about which 
enables the Government of India to giv'e effect to Iheir own wishes and 
their own fancies, irrespective of public opinion. That applies not only to 
commerce and industry but to practically every walk of the unfortunate 
Indian life. T am not here to apportion blame; I do not know who is to 
blame for this. The fact, however, remains that whether it is one T>e]jart- 
rnent of the Government of India or the other, the stern fact remains that 
Government today, in spite of the terrific struggle that is raging in three 
continents, are as irrespon.sihle as they were on the 2nd January, 1921. 
No doubt, my Honourable friend has been full of sweet words: he knows 
how" to be reasonably sweet at times and on occasions. He would not be a 
public man if he did not know that. But the point is Ibis. My friend has 
said that occasionally even non-officials cannot he wrong. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Surely 
mv Honourable friend is doing an injustice to himself apart from doing 
an injustice to me, if he takes literally a statement that was made by way 
of Ji joke when 1 turned to my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi. Through¬ 
out my career as Commerce Member, at every stage wherever I possibly 
could have, I have had the assistance of non-officials and the advice ot 
non-officials. My Honourable friend certainly cannot accuse me of 
having no regard for non-official opinion. As he has himself pointed 
out, T was a non-official myself for the greater part of niy j)ublic life and 
till the other day. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: Sir, the withdrawal of tho.se unfortunate and mis¬ 
chievous words has filled my heart with joy. All 1 can say is that my 
friend should remember that though jokes may have their value yet there 
are times for indulging in them. He is a man who takes a serious view of 
life, and very riglitly too, and I thought his speech was a serious speech, 
and that is why I was led or misled into making that mistake. However. 
I will say nothing more about it. My Honourable friend in the very timely 
interruption he has just made referred to the very great value he attaches 
to non-official opinion. I should not be surprised at that remark having 
regard to my Honourable friend’s long association with public life. But the 
point on which I was dwelling is this. Whether you take one Department 
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of tlie (lovernment of India or another the fact remains,—let me repeat it,— 
that non-offleial public opinion is not in a position to influence the Govern¬ 
ment of India, wliother it be in the Department of Commerce, or any other 
Department. This side of the House is entirely impotent to influence the 
Government of India. It is not the be-all and end-all of Indian industrial 
progress to have a committee of officials and non-officials as proposed in 
my Resolution. The point is that havinji regard to the storm and stress 
through which we are ])assing, haviiig regard to the fact that crores and 
erorcs of ru[)ees have Ik'cu siient and are being spetU and more crores will 
he spent on the pn'isecution of tlu' war which has a direct effect on the 
growth and revival and develo^mumt of our industries, wliether the time 
has not come for mv Honourable friend to have the assistance of a 
committee which will be composed not only of non-officials but of officials 
ns well. In fact, T must say at once that T am more concerned with the 
representation of ibe nou-offieial side of this. House and non-officials in 
general than with official opinion. 

All the same the important point is: does not my Honourable friend 
see that a committee on which there is a number of efficient qualified ex¬ 
perienced non-offieial Indians is likely to be of much greater help to him 
than if bo were to carry on with the help of Ihs official advisers alone? 
That really is the point. \ have no doubt that reh'rring lo the inevitability 
to \\]u(‘h my Honourable friend referr(*d so constantly, at tlu* end of the 
war in all lilolihood, a commission will be appointed and a re-oxamination 
of the wliole problem will b(' niade through an impaitial and strong 
commission. That may be; hut what about the tirni' between )iow and the 
end (h linstilitii^s? My own impri'ssion is that this time should not he lost. 
Nobody is going to lose. As a matter of fact my Hononrable friend knows 
that having regard to liie terms of the resolntion, th(‘Se nou-offic'ial mem¬ 
bers, if this committee' is to he a^'ipoirited, are not going to make large 
eneroacliments on tlu' rights either of my Hononrabh' friend of any other 
officials who at present help him. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: If I may 

interrupt, T was trying to explain the point in the wliole course of my 
speech: apart from the time of the officials, will not this committee naturally 
—I cannot myself envisage any other possibility—examine the present state 
of the [irotected industries with a \iew to seeing whether the conditions 
which the Fiscal ('ommission has laid down are necessary or whether other 
conditions should he laid down, more stringent or more liberal? And at 
a lime when every industry is occupied almost to the full with war pro- 
du(‘tion and other kinds of production for particnlar needs, T find it 
(xtrcnielv difficult to believe that industries will welcome the sort of investi¬ 
gation \\’hieh either a Tariff Board or a committee of this kind will have 
necessarily to make with reference to their y^rodnetion, with reference to 
their cost, with reference to the conditions under which they have grown 
under llie protective system. That was the greater difficulty. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: I will just say one word in reply. No doubt the 
words used in the Resolution are “to examine the present fiscal policy”; 
but after all this Resolution will not be binding, even if it is accepted: the 
Government of India can always make their own modifications and altera¬ 
tions. Let me say at once that I am not for those industries which already 
])rotection being subjected to a further inquiry during the course of 
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tile war. Tlierefoni, it would be o])en to the Government of India and to 
my H*onoural)le friend, if he is prepared not to opjiose the passing of this 
Resolution, to luivo a eommittee appointed subjeet to sneli conditions and 
terms as may seem to him tit and jiroper. T want this committee to be 
helpful to the Governnaait. 1 do not want this committee to come into 
conflict witli the Government or to conduct itself bi such a manner as to 
hamper the pursuing of a j-igbt iiolicy by the Government of India, But if 
th(' Official Bcmches are riglit in saying—and they say it very often—that 
they would welcome* any coopc'ration by the non-officials—then T beli('ve 
that as an earnest of Government’s j^rofessions it would he a fit and proper 
thing for my TTonouralde friend not to oppose the passing of this Besolu- 
tion. 

Only one more word and T have done. This Resolution doe.s not bind 
the Gov(‘rnmentno Resolution ever does: not even in the House of 
Commons are resolutions binding on His Majesty’s Government. The 
same is the case here—in fact it is much more so here* than in England as 
my Honourable friend knows. Therefore, while \ am not prepared to 
suggest that if this Resolution is carried, it will bring in a new heaven and 
a new earth. 1 certainly am inclined to repeat thal if the Government of 
India abstain from op])Osing this Resolution and if it is nassed and as a 
consequence a committee of the nature which commends itself to my 
Honourable friend is ap])ointed, it will surely restore to a greater extent, 
than is the case loday, the confidence of non-official India. 

An Honourable Member: Withdraw. 

Sir Syed Raza All: I am not prepared to witiidraw. 

Mr. President (The llunourable Sir Abdnr Ral)im): The question is: 

“That this .Asseniblx rocommciuls to the Governor General in (‘ouncil to appoint 
a connnittee ot and non*o(hcial.s to examine the pre.seut fiscal policy of the 

Government of India and 'iM.oinmend .suitable modirn-ations.” 

The motion was negatived. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Nox-uoi.mxo OF riiH Session of the Lec.isi.\tive Assembly for a long 

TIME. 

Mr. President (Tlie ITononrable Sir Abdur Rahim): Before 1 pass on to 
•the next Resolution, I may inform the House that His Excellency the 
Governor General has been pleased to disallow the motion sought to be 
moved by Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra on the ground that the motion 
relates to a matter wliieb is not ja'iinarily the concern of the Governor 
General in Council. 

RESOLUTION UhJ APPOINTMENT OF A RFILMANENT MUSLIM 
PILGRIM OFFICER IN THE SECRETARIAT OF THE GOVERN¬ 
MENT OF INDIA. 

Mr. H. M. AbduHah (West Central Run jab: Muhaimnadan): Sir, I beg 
to move the Resolution that stands in my name. The Resolution rims as 
follows: 

“That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that a 
suitable Muslim be appointed as permanent Pilgrim Officer in the Secretariat of the 
^Government of India to be jn charge of the work connected with pilgrimage to the 
‘Holy places in the Ilejaz, Irari and Iran and all matters connected with pilgrims ’’ 
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Sir, 'Haj is one of the inosl essential duties enjoined by the Holy Quran 
upon a Muslim. It is always the devout wish of every Mussalinan to visit 
the holy places once in his life. Although the performance of Haj is* 
obligatory on the rich alone, yet even the poor make every possible effort 
to see IMecca and Medina once in their life. Consequently, a large number 
of Indian Muslims go to perform this sacred duty everv year. In their 
way the pilgrims have to encounter all sorts of difficulties. Their troubles, 
begin when they reach at the ports for embai’kation on ships. The* 
shipping cojn[)anies do not stick to the advertised dates of sailing of the 
ships with the result that the ITajis waste their time and money at the 
ports. Before getting into the ships they are required to have themselves 
inoculated against all sorts of epidemics, real or imaginery. After passing- 
through all these ordeals, they secure a seat oji a ship which is very un¬ 
comfortable. They are given very bad food. Some of the pilgrims fall ilT 
during their journey. Their tale of woes does not end there. As soon as 
they reach Jeddah, the Arabian Government is found ready to impose all 
sorts of levies on them. The grievances of the Hajis have been voiced 
every year on the floor of the Assembly, but no attempt has so far been 
made to ameliorate their miserable condition. It is true that some years 
ago an Act was passed for the apy)ointment of Port Haj Committees at the- 
ports of Bombay, Calcutta and Karachi. These Committees have not been 
able to do much to improve matters. The Committees do not take a* 
genuine interest in solving the difficulties of the pilgrims. The Muslim* 
TMemhers of this House have come to the conclusion that the position in 
this respect will not be improved unless a whole time Muslim officer is 
appointed to deal with the question. We are thankful to the Government 
of India for what they have been doing so far in this direction, but as men¬ 
tioned above, it is*not possible for the officers of the Education Department 
who are generally non-Muslims to appreciate the difficulties and grievances 
of the Hajis. Only a Muslim officer with experience can do justice to this 
duty. His appointment will not involve much expenditure. The demand 
is a reasonable one and the Government shoidd take a generous view and 
accept this modest Resolution. Sir, T move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Resolution moved; 

“Tliat tliis A.sseinbly reromujends to the (Governor General in Council that a 
suitable Minslirn be appointed as permanent Pilgrim Officer in the Secretariat of the- 
noyernmeiit of India to be in charge of the work connected with pilgrimage to the 
Holy places in Hejaz, Iraq and Iran and all matters connected with pilgrims.” 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh FazU-Haq Piracha (North-West Punjab: 
Muhammadan): 8ir, on the last occasion wlien T spoke on the Indian Mer¬ 
chant Shipping (Amendment) Bill in this House, I placed before you some 
of the numerous grievances and inconveniences of the Haj pilgrims on board 
ihii ship sailing from Tnrlian shores to Jeddah. I described, Sir, the way 
in whicli th(‘ comforts of pilgrims travelling on the ships are ignored by the 
shipping companies, and there is no authority for practical purposes to 
question these shipping companies about their misconduct. Of course, 
tliere IS the Government of India, its big Department of Education, Health 
and Lands, under which the Haj section is administered, with its Secre¬ 
taries and an army of Under and Joint Secretaries. I also know, Sir, that^ 
there are Port Haj Committees and Haj Committees in every province and’ 
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n Centi*al Haj Committee, of which I have the privilege of being a Member 
from its very inception. But, in spite of ail this, it is very painful to me to 
say that, no serious and genuine attempt is made to remove the difficulties- 
of Httjis, and their grievances are increasing from year to year. The Port 
Haj Committees liave no voice in these matters. Their advice is very 
seldom ac..ei)ted and cared for. Since? the inception of these Committees,, 
no doubt they have relieved tlie (xovernment of a good deal of expenditure 
which they used to incur, because that expenditure has now fallen on tho 
poor pilgi’ims in the shape of Es. 3 as the passport fee. Xo doubt the 
Government is very much benefited, in shifting their so-called responsibility 
on to the shoulders of the (hmmittees. t have seen various reports and lleso- 
lutions of the Port Raj Committees and also read the reports of many 
Amirs-\d-Haj. None of them ever describe the voyage conditions of the 
pilgrim ships as satisfactory. The Provincial and Port Haj Committees are 
alw'ays crying on account of their helplessness in regard to effecting im¬ 
provements they desire to make because they have no ]>ower in their hands. 
Sir, T know by my own experience, both by information, as well as through 
letters to me as also through the press, that the authorities concerned do 
not at all realise the importance of this question, and they only treat the 
Haj affair as a very minor and unimportant matter. They seem seldom to 
devote much of their attention for the proper handling of this question in 
order to remove the difficulties of the fTaj pilgrims. T do not blame them, 
that they are not discharging their duties in a proper manner, but I say 
that under the circumstances which exist no\v. they cannot do the right 
thing which should be done in the interest of the pilginms. 

The Oe])artment under which the Haj section is administered is not a 
stationary department, attached to a permanent member of the Governor 
General’s Council. Tt changes hands from one Member to another from 
time to time. In the same way, the Secretaries are also not permanent. 
Sometime there is one Secretary or Under Secretary and at another time 
there is another. Who can say that everyone who comes in and takes 
charge of this section comes with full knowledge and experience of this 
question? It is absolutely natural that when thi* ])rincipal offieer is 
changing from time to time, a uniform and consistent policy compatible 
with the needs of the pilgrims cannot he conceived. T can, Sir, put before 
you instances in wdiicli the officers cannot claim any know’ledge of the Haj. 
affair except wluii they learn from tiles placed before them. In the 
circumstances, no one can do anything in a proper manner. Performance 
of the Raj is one of the fundamental duties of Muslims. “Pilgi-image 
to the House (the Ka’aha) is incumbent npon men for the sake of Allah, 
upon every one wiio is able to undertake the journey to it”, is a clear 
injunction from the Holy Quran. And it is, fortunately or unfortunately, 
the only religious function which has come under the jurisdiction of the 
Government of India, and it is the most neglected one. Government for 
itself has taken the responsibility of managing and arranging the journey 
to Hejaz for Indian Mussalmans. It now cannot shirk its responsibility 
for good arj’angements. They have to do it. They are hound to adopt 
such measures as are useful and necessary for the comforts of the pil- 
gi'ims. Tlie Eesolutioii of my esteemed friend, the Mover, seeks nothing 
more than a correct way of solving the long-aged grievances of the Muslim 
community in connection with the Haj pilgrimage and its traffic. If my 
friend’s Besolution is accepted by the Government and a permanent 
Pilgrim Officer is appointed in the Secretariat of the Government of India,. 
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1 am quite sure, Sir, that l>> his experience and thorough knowledge of the 
question, Government will be able to look to the matter in a much better 
manner. This officer must be one who has perfect knowledge of this ques¬ 
tion and who can command tlu' highest eonfidenee of the Muslim commu¬ 
nity. This officer, if appointed, will, of course, have to be present at the 
pilgrim ports during the TIaj season so as to see things for himself, so that 
he may be in a position to make suggestions to the Government to effect 
the necessary improvements for the comforts of the pilgrims. If required 
and if it is found iiecessarv, he will also have to travel with the Haj 

pilgrims in the pilgrim sliips and look to their conditions on board the 

ships. He will be, as a matter of course, an asset to the Haj section in 
dealing with all matters relating to the pilgrim traffic and shipping, etc. 1 
wonder how the (iovernment can oppose a useful and advantageous Reso¬ 
lution like this. The Honourable Alember in charge of this section knows 
himself how correct opinion based on a knowledge gathered from expe¬ 
rience is necessary. He might say in this connection that he has the good 
services of the Central Htanding Haj Committee at his dis])osal. Hut, Sir, 
without discrediting the good services of this honourable Connnittee, of 
which as I have said before, 1 have also the honour of being a member, I 
could not }et understand (he real utility of this Gonnuittee. [t has no 
powers to initiate. Jt has no executive authority. Its findings and resolu¬ 
tions, as my experienc<3 (ells me, are not binding on tlu' Government, nor 

are they acted upon or given effect to. If is a niere body to elude the 

general public. It has its existence only on the records of the Department 
of Education, Health and Hands, to satisfy those who, as a matter of fact, 
know' ver\ little of tlicse vital (picstions wdncli primaril\ affect m^ commu¬ 
nity, I do not suggest for a moment Uiat thi.s Gommiltee should be abo- 
lislied or its good offices should l)e abandoned. What I mean, Sir, is that 
if the Government of India genuinely want correct advice and experienced 
opinion on the matter of Haj ])ilgrim traffic, they must ha\e an officer 
with special knowledge and experience^ on the subject. That officer will 
be useful to the Gentral Standing Haj Gonnuittee as well as to the Port 
Haj Committees. Thei’c are no—and there have never been, if I can say 
BO —officers in this section of tliis 1)cpartment of tlu' Government of India 
with real and direct knowledge of the Haj questions. That is wiiy Us 
importance to the Muslims is not recognised by the Government. Some of 
us have suggested to the Govennnent tliat, on tlie practiee of the Ecclesias¬ 
tical Department of the Government of India, this Section pf the Educa¬ 
tion, Health and Lands Department should be a revolving Section to be 
always aflachcd to the Muslim Member of the Government of India. As 
the Government of India did not see their way to concede this, I think, 
Sir, that they should have no ohjc^clion in accepting this Resolution. There 
is one more objection which may be put from the Governinent. And that 
is the financial aspect of the question. Gonsidering the importance of the 
Resolution, this objection cannot he considerea but a frivolous one. 
Government can easily find money for this purpose. When so many 
special officers are appointed in almost all the departments of the Govern¬ 
ment, I do not think that Government will grudge to spend a few thousands 
every^ year for better arrangements for Haj, and by so doing win the 
syni})athy of the Muslim public. The question of Haj means the protection 
of health and life of thousands of Indian pilgrims who every year go for 
Haj and who often belong to a (dass of people of advanced age and who 
require all possible convenience and protection. Sir, with these few words 
I support the Resolution. 
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Maulana Zafar Ali Khan (East Central Punjab: Muhammadan); The 
Kesolution moved by my Honourable friend, Hafiz Muhammad Abdullah, 
and so ably supported by Khan Bahadur' Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha, is a 
very iniportant one, and its im])ortance has many aspects. As pointed out 
by iny Honourable friends, Haj or ])ilgrimage is obligatory upon the 
Mussalnians in-as-much as it is a fundamental article of faith with them. 
Every Mussalnum with means of travel at his disposal is bound to pay a 
visit to the Holy Laud, once at least in his lifetime. And this reminds me 
of how the British Government came to be regarded a.s a Muslim Empire. 
Once a gentleman said that as the greatest number of Muslims lived in this 
Empire, therefore, the British Empire was, in fact, a Muslim Empire. 
In the same way, Mussolini assures us that he is the protector of Islam. 
His protection of Islam has been exposed. Now, it is for the Government 
of Great Britain to show' that it has really some sympathy with the Muss.al- 
mans, who are the bulwark of the military strength of the Empire. In 
their thousands, in their millions they are ever ready to dit‘ for her. In the 
Great War of 1914-18 Mussalmans showed that as a militarv element in 
the life of the Empire they were indispensable. Then came this war. In 
this war, as pointed out by the Honourable the Finance Member yesterday, 
India is spending lls. 20 lakhs a day—mind you, 20 lakhs vc day winch 
comes to 72 crores of rupees a year. And the Mussalmans are s[)ending 
not only money—tlfey have very little money, the larger amount is being 
paid by the Hindus, but they are s[)ending their blrx)d in rivers. To 
grudge such a small concession to a nation of ten crores on wliom Haj is 
obligatory, would be highly impolitic. After all, what does this Besolu- 
tion say? This Resolution calls upon the Indian Government to a])])oint 
a special ])ilgrim officer attached to the Inpierial Becridariat with r(‘sponsi- 
bilities, and with ])owor. His status should be that of a h)e])uty Secretary, 
and the Pilgrii!) Department should be his charge. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official): You are asking something 
more. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar. Non-Muhammedan): Much more. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan : I have a right to ask much more. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Tell us that. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: So far as the object of this Resolution is con¬ 
cerned, I am content if the Government apju’eciate our point of view. If 
this pilgrim officer, if this Duputy Pilgrim Secretary is ap}>ointcd, the 
majority of the Muslims of India would he satisfied. They do not care 
about other things. The ordinary Mussalman in the street says, what has 
this Government done for us. When he starts on julgrimage his troubles 
commence from the very start. They go along with liim at the port of em¬ 
barkation, they go along with him ii]) to Jeddah. After be arrives at 
Jeddah, he finds that something has been done by Ibn Sand’s Government 
to alleviate this suffering and to relieve his troubles. Rut as long as he is 
on travel his grievances remain unremedied, unredressed. So, the time 
has come when the Government should not grudge this small concession to 
the Mussalmans and I assure them that if this is done their prestige would 
rise, they would become popular with the Muslim masses. And if this ob¬ 
ject is achieved. Government should thank their stars. You must keep in 
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view the political aspect of the question. Between India and Germany 
stands only Turkey, Persia and Afghanistan. Once the straits are crossed 
war conies nearer India. And who is going to stop that onrush of Hitler 
, and Mussolini? That rush would be stopped by the people of India, by 
the Mussulmans with the aid of the Hindus. Whether we embarrass you 
or not in this \yar, whether you give us Dominion Status or not just now 
or after the war—that is quite another question, because I am one of those 
who are definitely of the opinion that we should not embarrass the British 
Government just at the present moment when it is' engaged in a life and 
death struggle. Our support should be unstinted and unconditional, but 
after the war is over we will see to it that the promises that you are mak¬ 
ing, so liberally, are fulfilled. If you do not fulfil those promises then the 
time will come for me to raise the standard of revolt against you if \ou 
are still of the same mind as you have been up to the present moment. 
The political aspect of the question is that the Mussalmans stand between 
you and Germany—the Axis powers on the one side and the Mussalmans 
of India on the other side, while between them lies a great belt of Muslim 
States. When we fight for you, when we shed the last drop of our blood 
for you, would it not be base ingratitude not to give us a small concession 
in the form of the demand that we have made in this Resolution? I think 
the question is quite plain. The Resolution as it stands does not impose 
any great burden on you financially. You spend millions and millions on 
various de])anments. You draw fat salaries of Rs. 4,000 and Rs. 5,000 a 
Tuonth. We only want an officer of the slatus of Deputy Secretary draw¬ 
ing two thousand rupees a month and then the masses would be satisfied. 
With these woids I ,strongly support the Resolution. 

Mr. J. D. Tyson (Secretary, Dejiartment of Education, Health and 
Lands): Sir, f have listened with attention and, if I may say so, with sym¬ 
pathy to what has fallen from the Honourable Member who moved the 
Resolution and from the Honourable Members who followed him and I 
am grateful to Honourable IMembers who have spoken to the Resolution 
that they liave refrained from dragging in long lists of the grievances of the 
pilgrims. T am free to admit that the lot of a pilgriTji, of a deck passen¬ 
ger travelling in a pilgrim ship, is not an enviable one and I would admit 
also that though, do what we will, it can never be possible for deck passen¬ 
gers in pilgrims ships to travel in real comfort., that is no reason for our 
not doing all that is in our power fo alleviate their discomfort. Where T 
am afraid T must join issue with the Honourable Member who proposed 
the Resolution is as to the remedy that he proposes. There is, I am afraid, 
no ])anacea for the troubles that afflict deck passengers, in pilgrim ships, 
and the point that I wish to make is that the remedy which he has proposed 
is of very doubtful value even as a palliative, even to ameliorate their condi¬ 
tion. 

Sir, the welfare of the Haj pilgrim is safeguarded and protected by 
an elaborate code of statutory jirovu’sions and rules evolved over a long 
period and with the help of such ad hoc bodies as the Haj Inquiry Com¬ 
mittee of 1929. That code which is designed for the protection of. the pil¬ 
grim is still from time to time being amplified and developed but, broadly 
speaking, the work of the Department of Education, Health and Lands 
with regard to Haj pilgrimage is the administration of the code as it stands 
and secondly the consideration and examination of the complaints that we 
torn lUe pilgrims aivd from the Haj Committees. It is not in the main 
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religious work. That is work of administration. From my own experience 
I should say there is very little in the day to day administration of the 
^subject of Haj pilgrimage that calls for the assistance of an otticer of any 
particular comm unity. Should such points arise and if there is time, the 
department can have the help which it has enjoyed in the past—I should 
be the first to be grateful for it—of the Standing Committee. Should an 
urgent matter come ii|) affecting the religious side of the case, so urgent 
that we cannot wait to have the advice of the Standing Haj Connnittee, it 
is always open to the department to seek the advice of the senior Muslim 
officers of the (rovcrnment of India or from the Honourable Muslim Mem¬ 
ber of His Excellency’s Council. Actually within the last twelve months, 

I can only think of one case on a point of a religions character connected 
with Haj pilgrimage where we felt impelled to seek advice outside the de¬ 
partment and when we could not refer to the Standing Committee: but 
we are quite ready to seek such advice. Therefore, T would emphasize 
that the problems of our rbiv to day administration are administrative and 
not really religions. Now, what is that officer, the Deputy Secretary 
should do. 

An Honourable Member: Not a Deputy Secretary. Say an officer. 

Mr. J. D. ^son: Whether he is an Cnder Secretary or De])nty Secre¬ 
tary or a Secretary, he cannot evolve any Haj ])olicy of his own, for matters 
of policy must lie in the last resort the affair of the Honourable Member 
in charg’e of the Department and of the Government as a whole. It 
would be the administrative side really that he would tackle. If he is 
wanted for his advice, as I have said, we have the Standing Haj Com¬ 
mittee and we have the Port Haj Committees upon which the Mus¬ 
lim element very rightly preponderates: and if he is wanted for the pur¬ 
pose of visiting pilgrim ships at the time of sailing, that again is a duty, 
which falls upon the l^ort 'Haj Committees. They inspect the ships through 
their sub-committees. All the functions that I have heard suggested for 
this officer are really already performed by these largely non-official bodies. 
Again, abroad, we have Muslim Vice-Consuls both in Hedjaz and in Iraq 
to watch over the interest of the pilgrims. 

I am grateful to Honourable Members for not suggesting that there was 
any lack of sympathy on the part of the department. Our shortcomings, 
1 think, were imputed to ignorance, for whicdi we were not held blame¬ 
worthy. T am not joking. I do not want to make a joke, after the fate 
that has befallen the joke of the Honourable the Commerce Member. I 
recognise with gratitude that we were not charged in the department with 
any lack of sympathy or with lack of interest. 

An Honourable Member: Yon will be charged now. 

Mr. J. D, iryson: I am sure the pilgrims themselves who make com¬ 
plaints and Honourable Members opposite who genuinely support them 
do not realise the very intractable nature of some of the problems that are 
raised by these complaints. I won’t go into details, for Honourable Mem¬ 
bers opposite have refrained from doing so, but I would only say that du¬ 
ring the time immediately before the Haj season, and during the Haj 
season, the work is extremely heavy and two officers in the depfirtment, 
+0 my knowledge, have done little else during the last three months but 
make arrangements whereby Indian pilgrims this year, we hope. 
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will be able, in spite of war conditions, to perforin Flaj. That, [ would say, 
has involved unremitting toil, and Honourable Members will probably have 
seen the communique which was issued the other day in which it weis 
announced that such arrangements as had been possible had been made. 
We have also turned a symjiathetic ear to the blandishments of—I hesitate 
to call him by old friend, Sir Abdul Halim (Thuznavi, and we have opened 
the Calcutta port as a pilgrim port this year. We have been able—and my 
Honourable ])redecessor in this place, whom I am glad to see once more .in 
the House today, may take crediTfor (liis for he piomiscd it just before he 
left to go to another place,—we can take credit for going on with the much 
needed work in Karachi in the pilgrim cam)) there,—for going on with it 
this your and also for making arrangements, if the Budget is passed by this 
House, to go on with the work on that camp next year, f men lion these 
things to show tliat we are not sleeping on this problem ; it is with us and 
Ave are working very hard at it. I think, generally s])eLiking, we may c*laim 
that tluMV has been, ;\t any rate, since the time when the Haj Pilgrimage 
Committee of 10*J0 rej)orted, a steady, if slow. im))rovem(‘nt in the eondi- 
toins under wln'ch pilgrims have performed tins necessary religious duty. 

T could instance the fact that the shi))S that have been added to the pil¬ 
grim fleet since those days, natiirallv (uiough but it is a fact, giv(‘ rise fo 
far fewer coin|jlaints than tlio older ships, and it is legitimate to h(){)c that 
wlicn furtlier shi))s are add<'d, llu'v will embody siadi im)a'ov(unents as \\ill 
again meet such ditliculties as (am lx* met for ])eople who after all can 
mostly afford to travel only as deck ))assengers. 


hir. liierc' is an aiiotlier |•(•asoM why the House should liesitute- 
p couunil itsc t, m luy opumm, to the tenus ot the Honouruhlc Member’s 
ncsolutioi). It IS a ivasnu tile fome of which ( hojie the House, ns the 
watchdohs ot ceonom- ,u tlie adiuinistialiou, uill appreciate. I am aware 
that *“y Bahadur, anticipated this objection to some 

ex ent but not ( think to the full extent. The work connected with pil- 
oiiina„'c, not only witli tlie Ilaj pdgrimaj>e but with pilgrimage to other 

Wl-! Though he 

«< rk IS .apt to he very I.eavy just before the Haj season and dnrin.. Z Hat 
■season f cannot honestly s-iy that the uork is on a serious scale ifurina thi 
rest .year. 1 do not think, tlierefore. that on that ground we should 

he ju,stihed m asking the Honoiir.il,!e the Finance .Member to make bud-et 

'X.hZif "'y '-:' "> ^'11 the year round on Ibis subjeS 

.V „tv(s he.iw V.or.; lor perhaps only six months of the year. ^ 

aeeekHnCth?B'p‘‘l®r^''''®'i^‘['' ^ commit Governnient to 

• 1,0 .ml ” ! r Kesolution whicii nas been moved. At the .same time we 

.uiVl slild inrL% lT‘H‘'“‘f^ Member’s plea, 

1 Inti to ini , f 'vay 

year tLu” h vv'' " A'', to meet him during the current 

grim officer,°\, e iL^ai'mmeii'Tl/’’*^1 ^''7^ i' k®‘‘’''“«ent pil- 

of pili/rim an-m-eiu-nt- ^ advantage ot uavmg a periodic overhaul 

ports at th 7wh.,7tr o '’“ visit the 

kiliiw and at tb^ t ^ ‘ti " "'T or rather before the ships are 

even irhinX 7 to collect, and who can 

to Karachi OT Karachi' ,'a.A-sh'P®. say Bombay 
that-id vvho ca^ mi the ' know they take two days over 

have to say about it in the iighfilF^r fulitirTeie'' tw"^Sir"i 
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placed a Muslim oflicer, 1 may say an experienced Muslim officer of the 
I. C. S., on special duty for the current Haj season. Wo think there may 
be additional difficulties this year,—we arc afraid there must almost in¬ 
evitably be additional difficulties for the pilgrims performing this religious 
duty in war time, and it is, therefore, perhaps a particularly good year to 
have a review by an olTieer who will have nothing else to do but to study 
this subject on the sy)ot. Tlie officer who has been placed on special duty 
will also be cliarged wuth the task of examining tlie conditions of pilgrimage 
to holy places other than the ITedja/—a subject which is dealt with not of 
course in this Department but in the Department of External Affairs. 
Well, T said, Sir, 1 was glad I have not been charged with a lack of sym¬ 
pathy hut a voice which I r‘‘cogni/e said “hnt you will he now”. Sii, I 

hope we shall not be charged with a lack of syiupathy. We have met the 

Honourable the ^fover of tliis motion the whoh' wnv so far ns the current 
year is (’oneei'ued. He has got really what he wa»n^ sr, f;o' as the current 
voar is concerned. T would ask m\ Thauairahh* fnciaP the Alover, c'f th.e 
Ih^'sohitiou to be content with licit l^et \is s( e wl" P couu^s out of tlie 
report of tliis special officer. T wouhl ask him to b(' co’ilent with that. Sir, 
and, with the leave of tln^ House winch 1 think tie' House will accord, to 
\\'ith(lraw’ his motion. 

Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang (Jiast Punjab: Muhammadan): Sir, after 
having had tlie advantage of listeiuug lo tlu' vi<.>vermiienl point of view 
about the subject-matter of the liesulutiou I u isli tc make it clear—as 
you whl notice from the agenda jiapers, I was also one ol the persons 

who sciil; a resolution in identical terms—I want to make it clear that in 

the minds of those -who have tahled this lie^olulion, tliere wr.s no idea 
of charging the (.Tovermuent with lack of sympathy or with anything 
like inahi jidcs about Haj mattei’s in any way. Tt is not lack of 

sympathy but I may be pardoned for saying that it is on 

many occasions lack of knowledge and on most ocea.^ions the 

fact that the Department concerned wdth the Haj pilgrimage lias 

too many irons in the lire. It may perhaps eonmiand the services of 
a good many smiths ns w'ell hnt the irons are really loo many and cannot 
be forged convenientl\ liy the number of smiths availalde. If T were to go 
iiiio del ails I could slunv that time and acrain w'c find that the same kind 
of eouiiikdnls wdiieh were brought to the notice of (lovenuuenl on a number 
of occasions previously enp^ ipi 'again. It appears to ns aL^ain and again 
that tn>verninent are taking steps to imjirovc the lot of tlie yulgrims anl 
to redress their grievances—and when Government a])]iear to be taking 
those steps We have the satisfaction of feeling that sometiung is being 
done, but very often the result is that the same thing recurs again and 
again and, in ])raetiee, the steps taken bv Government fail.^ I do not 
say, as tlu' speaker on behalf of the Government thought wo said, that the 
appointment of an officer like the one w’e want is the onlv panacea for 
the evil. [ admit that this may not be the panacea but this wdll certainly 
be a very effective remedy. Tt may not altogether cure the malady but 
it will go a long way to alleviate its severity. 

The reason why tlie same kind of complaints recur again and again 
is that unless we have one Government officer wffio is responsffile for 
looking into matters on the spot, for conducting necessarv inquiries, '1 
possible by personally visiting the ports and bv inspection of the ships 
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and other things coiineeted with the pilgrim traihc and by arriving at 
results basi'd on lirst-luxnd knowledge, Goverriineiit will never have am- 
thing but cursory inforniatioji and will never be in a position to do any¬ 
thing but only iira easual and perfunctory manner. It is for these reasons 
that 1 tliink that it is as much for the benelit of the pilgriniB as in the 
interests of the good naixie of the (joverninent that a special pilgrim officer 
of t}i 03 kind contemplated by the Resolution should be appointed by the 
Ciovernrnent to be in charge of this work. 

Ft has been said tiiat a senior and experienced Muslim Civilian has 
been specially put on this kind of duty and what he is engaged in doing 
and is going to do will satisfy all concerned. We do hope that if an officer 
is specially charged with the responsibility of looking into the matter 
and taking the necessary steps, he will certainly be able to do a good deal 
v/hi(‘h will be satisfactory to all concerned. T say “doing a good deal”. T 
do not say “doing all’*. But what is the objection to having an officu'r 
who will he a whole-hogger in charge of this kind of work? I am sure if 
an olfic(‘r is so appointed he will have quite enough to ke(‘p his hands full 
all the year round. In other words, you will not have to pay him a s ilarv 
for holding a sineciirt', but he will have enough work to do. It may he 
that th(‘ (iOVL'rninent fear that this may involve a lot of expenditure'. 
Although the interpi-etation put upon the proposal by my H:)nonral)le 
friend, Maulana Zafnr Mi Khan, was that the otfieer ap]>ointed should be 
of the status of a Deputy Secretary, the Tiesolution itself is very carefully 
worded. We siinply say that a suitable Muslim bo appointed as a perma- 
nenl- pilgrim officer in the Scea-etariat of I he (io\(‘i imicnt of India. Tie 
need not he a member of the I. C. S. He need not draw a big salaa’y 
as so many Secretaries and other officers of the (Tovernmenti are drawing. 
We do not say that, because it will not in any way benefit us. All 
that we want is an officer specially designated and chnrged with the duty 
of looking into all matters connected with the Haj traffic and traffic to the 
holy places in Iran, Iraq and other countries. If there is an officer of that 
kind, I think the expenditure which an officer of good status will entajl 
on Oovernment will perhaps not be more than Rs. 1,000 a month at the 
outside. It may be, in fact, less. I do not think that that amount- of 
money should be grudged for doing a w'ork which has been of sufficient 
irnportara'c for the Government of India to interest itself in for a long 

We know that the. work was thought to be importaut enough for 

a big Haj Inquiry Committee which went round alf over India. We 

knov/ that the work has been held to be important enough for the 

Department of Bducation, Health and Lands to be interested in it and 
to be enlarged with the responsibility for it for so many years. Anyhow, 
it has not been looked upon as so insignificant and so unimportant in its 
nature as not to be worth the attention of the Government. If it is worth 
the attention of the Oovernment and certainly it is—then, I think, it is 
certainly worth the while of the Government to get it done not in the 
casual way in whicli it has been done so far but in a spirit of real 
responsibility. Appoint one man, make him responsible for looking info 
all the, details of the work, give him a number of clerks to assist him, call 
upon him to visit the ports at the time of the Haj, call upon him to look 
into all complaints received from the last Haj up to the present moment 
in anticipation of the next Haj and take suitable steps to remedy such 
grievances as he himself can take under the present rules framed under 
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the Indian Merchant Shipping Act. lie can be asked to submit propos ds 
for the framing of fresfi rules or issuing fresh directions about matters not 
already provided for. All these tilings can be done if one officer is made 
specially responsible for this kind of work. With all deference to the 
views expressed by Mr. Tyspn, 1 have not yet been able to see what the 
objection of the Government is. It is all very well to advise us to ask the 
leave of the House to withdraw the liesolution, that is to say, U> convict 
•ourselvcis out of our own mouth of fody and light-heartedness and confess 
that in a spirit of levity we gave notice of this Besolution which we now 
wish to withdraw. Pardon us, we are not going to withdraw it. We 
are not going to do that. We feel that it is a long-standing grievance of 
ours and it cannot be redressed unless you appoint one pilgrim officer wl o 
is made spe(aally responsible for the kind of work which is to be done in 
the Seereta^at in eonne(.*tion with fin* Hai. Nothing can he done if you 
continue to do the work in the casual manner in whif-h it has been done 
so far. Everybody’s work is nobody’s work. Wiien von will h;r«e one 
special officer responsible for that kind of work, it will be done pronerP . 
With these words, T sipiport the "Resolution. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghaznavi cum Mymeiisingh; Muhammadaji 

lliiral): Mr. President, I rise to suiiport the Resolution. I have been 
a member of the Calcutta Port Haj Committee for the last seven year.^, 
and now i am the Chairman of that Conmiittce. The Resolution which 
my ITonoiirahle friend has moved is a very simple one, and I arn surpris -d 
tliat my old friend got u]) to oppose this motion. Whv all this fight over 
this Resolution? The Government liave already said they have got a 
Muslim I. C. S. Officer in the Secretanat to deal purely witli Haj affairs. 
!^^V Honourable friend admits on tlu‘ door of tlie House that lie has appoint¬ 
ed a Special Officer—a Muslim I. C. S. Officer. He says that the difficulty 
this year is much more than in the previous years, and, tharefore, they 
have taken the precaution of li.^ving a Special Officer appointed, hut at the 
same tune he sings another song, namely, that that Officer's work will 
not keep him engaged for a full year, and, therefore, as his services are 
recpiired only for the Haj season, they are not prepared to go before tk.e 
Finance Member for additional money that is required to have a whole 
time man, or as my Honourable friend says, a whole hogger. 

• Sir, 1 submit, a special officer to look after the Haj work will have 
more than enough work for the whole year. I submit, it is not throu:h 
lack of sympathy that Cfovernment do not appoint a Special Officer, but 
it is through lack of knowledge of the real conditions of Hajis. It is purely 
lack of knowledge, nob lack of money. I 'vill give this House instances 
after instances which will prove concliisivelv that a Special Officer is 
needed for these pilgrims. Sir, today is the sixth of November. Fjigbth 
of January is the Haj day. There are barely two months more. Up to 
now, not a single announcement has been made to give the intending 
pilgrims the dates of the sailings of these vessels. T see mv Hononrabl' 
friend. Sir Giria Shankar, is shaking his head. Let me complete what 1 
want to Rliy, and then he can shake his head. 

The Honourable Sir Glrja Shankar Bajpai (INfember for Education, 
Health and T^andsL Mv Honourable friend, Sir Abdul Halim Gbuznavi. 
is apparently going to deny us the privilege of nnv cerebral gesture. The 
. reason why we shook our head was because we felt that to give notice to 
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the Italians much in advance of the sailing of these ships, however much 
it may satisfy the curiosity of my Honourable friend, may not altogether 
conduce to the safety of the pilgrims. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ohuznavi: This is a fine reply indeed. This is a 
wonderful reply too. The Hajis do not know when the sailings will take 
place, and my Honourable friend expects the Kajis to assemble at the 
porls of Karaclii,* Bombay and Calcutta. He is saying it is my curiosity 
to know the dates. I have received a telegram this morning which I 
have passed on to mv Honourable friend. This telegram is from the 
(\alcutta Haj Committee. Ft says that the pilgrims are getting restive in 
not knowing tlic dates of the sailings as they must make np their miiids 
wlieliier to go or not to go, and make all the necessary preparations. It may 
be very good to sa\ that the Italians will torpedo or bomb tlie ships. Why 
did not th(‘ (lovernmont come forward and say plainly, this is the condition 
of affairs. If the facts wore placed before the pilgrims, very likely they 
might say they \vould not be willing to perform the Haj. As soon as 
the Government said they were going to arrange for a (*onVoy to carry 
those pilgrims, tlie pilgrims agreed to avail of this opportunity, but you 
will not dis(!loso the dates of the sailings. They want to kr)o\v> on which 
date and from wliore they have to embark. Only two months are left. 

Mr. J. D, Tyson: On a point of explanation. Sir. i put o it ;i enm- 
muni(pie a week ago. I cannot tdl why the news})<ipers have not 
published it. I cannot make the nows])apers publish the communiMiic. 

I pub out a communique a week ago giving tlte dates on which the pilgrms 
must bo at the ports of sailing, hut I cannot give ihe actual sidling dat's. 
That is not pcaanitted. I liavc'. given the dates for the first two lots of 
ships, the dati.'s by which the pilgrims must be at the ports. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: This ])roves beyond any doubf that you 
want the services of a Special Olficer. He Avould liave seen to it that 
tile communiqnb was published in all the newspapers. It would he his 
duty to sec that the IVoss published it. There is the Associated Cress 
which is subsidised by tin* Government and you supply the communique 
to tlie Associated Press. It was its duty ho see that it was sent to all 
the newspapers. 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: We have sent a copy of the communique to J^hc Port 
Haj Committees also, and perhaps my Honourable friend, Sir Abdul 
Halim Ohuznavi, being up here in Delhi^ did not receive his copy. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ohuznavi: I did not receive it. I got the telegram 
from the Haj Committee which I passed on to the Honourable Member. 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: But we have sent the copy of the communique to 
the Port Haj Committees on Wednesday or Thursday last. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghtiznavl: Unfortunately I have not got the copy of 
the telegram which I received early this morning from the Calcutta Haj 
Committee. No indication was given to tlie Haj Committee till yesterday 
when the telegram was sent to me. They have asked me to find out fr m 
the Government of India when the sailings will take place. My Honour¬ 
able friend just now said that the pilgrims should assemble at these 
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ports. That is exactly the reason why a Special Othcer is needed to 
see that the communiques giving the information are posted at the 
proper time, and that they are not allowed to rest on the shelves. It 
ordinarily takes three days for a letter to reach Calcutta, but the letters 
from the Government of India take seven days. That is exactly the 
reason why a Special Officer is necessary. 

I may point out to the House that that is the reason why this portfolio 
is in charge of Muslim Ministers in the provinces. There must be some 
significance in this. Yes, it may be by rule or by convention. In Bengal, 
Bombay and Karachi, the portfolios are in charge of Muslim Ministers. 

The Honourable Sir Gir]a Shankar Bajpai: In Bombay, there are no 
Ministers now. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: When there was the Congress Ministry, 

it was under a Muslim Minister. But now the Government have taken 
charge of the entire administration. I was talking of the days when 
Ministries existed. The significance of this is that the Mussalman 
Minister has the knowledge that helps. Here we are not asking for any 
such thing at all; we only want an’officer. My friend, Syed Ghulam 
Bhik Nairang, has just said that it is only a question of a few hundred 
rupees, and when you are puting taxes upon taxes—a heavy burden was 
imposed only yesterday,—you surely can find this paltry sum of money 
for a community from whom you are expecting a whole-hearted co-opera¬ 
tion to carry on this war. As one of my friends said, we have not got 
the money, but we support you with our blood. When my Honourable 
friend was speaking, I thought he had made up his mind to concede 
this, but nothing of the kind, and now he asks that the Besolution should 
be withdrawn. But we are not to be howled out of this House. This is a 
very important matter so far as the Mussalmans are concerned, and it 
is only the Mussalmans who can realise the position. There are lots of 
work to be done which require nearly one full year, and if there is a 
Special Officer, we know whom to approach. If there are any laches on 
his part, we can take him to accoimt, but now no one is respotosible. 
Therefore, my appeal to Government is this that, even at this late stage, 
they should reconsider the position. They have conceded for six months, 
why not concede for another six months? 

Sir, I support the Kesolution. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani (Tirhut Division: Muhammadan): 
Sir, when I was at Simla last occasion I entertained great hopes that the 
Government of India would do what is proper in the matter. But I was 
thunderstruck when T heard the statement of the Secretary. Perhaps it 
was due to the fact that there was no notice at that time of this Resolution 
and Government were doing what was proper in the direction, and after 
the receipt of the notice Government might have changed their intentions. 
However, it is due to those hopes that we refrained from giving a long 
list of grievances. There are so many grievances that a week would not 
be sufficient for a full description of those grievances. It has been said 
that there are Standing Haj Committee, Port Haj Committees and Pro¬ 
vincial Haj Committees. I see that there are nnmy Honourable colleagues 
of mine here who are members of the Standing Haj Committee. I know 
also something about members of other Standing Committees. What 
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power have they been given? They cannot even go out of their own 
accord to help the Hajis or relieve their sufferings during Haj Season at 
Karachi, Calcutta or Bombay. When the pilgrims assemble in large 
numbers at ports they do not get any shelter and there is none to look 
after them. They have to pass sleepless nights and spend money for days 
together. The Port FTaj Committee does not look after them. My 
Honourable friend, Sir Abdul ITalim Ghuznavi, has just said that no 
information has yet been given to the Port Haj Committee of Calcutta. 
If these bodies are not even given the necessary information about sailing 
dates, what can we say about the public? T come from Bihar but up 
till now I could not come across the name of the members of the Bihar 
Provincial Haj Committee. As regards lack of work for a whole-time 
officer throughout the year there is ample work and as an instance I place 
before you the reply I have just received to unstarred question No. 28 
for today: 

“Reports of the Amirs-ul-Haj are examined by the Port Haj Committees who 
fiorwiii'd to the Govcniment of India, their recommendations. These recommendations 
are scrutinised by the Oovornment of India and action is taken where this is possible 
and justified; if they relate to matters of policy, the Standing Haj Committee is con¬ 
sulted before approfU'ialc action is taken. In view of the practice just described, 
tlie report of each ATiiir-n1-IJaj is not separately examined by the Government of 
India and it is not, therefore, possible to comply with the Hoiionrable Member’s 
request.” 

These gTievancf's submitted liy eacli Amir~ul-Haj are not separately 
examined as is evident from the reply, may T ask the Honourable the Secre¬ 
tary what would be (lie case when the reports of all Amirul ITaj differed 
in matters of grievariees. However, T want to place before the House 
a few instances of gi’ievances. It is due to the colossal ignorance of the 
department that latrines for the pilgrims at Karaclii were constructed 
facing tile Ka’aba. When I put th(‘ ([uestion tlio matter was gone into. 
The other day a handsome amount was sanctioned for the construction 
of a pilgrims' (aimp at Kirrachi. That was stopped in 1938-80 on account 
of war emergency. If llicre had been an officer to look.after the pilgrims 
comforts the matter would not have ended like that. There is ample 
money at the disposal of tlie Government of India as Qiuirantiiie fund and 
the Government of India pay a large interest on the said deposits. There 
was no question of economy. The fund is separate. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): If the Honourable 
Member wants to continue his speech, he can do so on the next Resolu¬ 
tion day. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, the 
7th November, 1940, 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President} (The Honourable Sir Ahdur 
Eahim) 'in the Chair. 


MEMBER SWORN 

Maulvi Abdul Halim Chaiidhnry, M L.A. (Bengal: Nominated Official). 


STAERED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
(a) Oral Answers 

VOTABLE AND NoN-VOTABLE EXPENDITURE SANCTIONED OUTSIDE THE BUDOET. 

14. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a list of the expenditure, votable 
and non-votable, which he sanctioned outside the budget for 1940-41? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member state the reasons for not taking the 
House earlier into confidence? 

(c) Did the Honourable Member satisfy himself that the amount sanc¬ 
tioned by him was really needed for war purposes and the money was spent 
in the most economical way? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman; (a), (b) and (c). I would refer 
the Honourable Member to the statement which I made in introducing 
the Finance Act (AnuMKlmcnt) l^ill on the opening day of the present 
Session. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalral: May I know’ if tliere is a list wdiich can give 
us some enlightenment on this and whether it can be given to Members 
before the Tax Bill is taken up? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: T think that the speech which 
I made contains a very exhaustive description of the items on w’hich ex¬ 
penditure is to be incurred. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmed: I read the speech very carefully, but T never 
found an answer to part (b) of my question. 

{ 197 ) A 
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The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The answer to part (b), which 
again turns on the question of the date on which this House was summon¬ 
ed, is that I took the House into confidence at the very earliest opportunity 
at which I could. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask whether the Honourable Member will 
bring before the House a supplementary budget asking for the sanction of 
the House for those votable items which he has sanctioned in addition to 
the last budget? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Yes; all the supplementary 
votable items will be brought before the House; most of them have already 
been placed before the Standing Finance Committee. 

Mr. N. M. jQShi: May I ask whether the supplementary budget will be 
placed before the House in this Session ? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: T do’ not think that the supple¬ 
mentary grants will be placed before the House this Session. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Why not? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Because it is usual to wait till 
later in the year when the exact amount can be more accurately estimated. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Is it the intention of the Government to first spend 
the money and then come before the House for sanction ? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: It is the intention of the Gov¬ 
ernment to do what they usually do on these occasions; they put these 
schemes before the Standing Finance Committee and obtain the approval 
of that committee; they will then proceed with the schemes and then put 
a supplementary demand before the House. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Is it not the practice of the Government of India 
to place before the liCgislature their supplementary demand at the earliest 
possible opportunity ? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Yes; but the earliest possible 
opportunity is usually when it is possible to form a fairly accurate 
estimate of the supplcinentary expenditure. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask whether the Honourable Member has not 
sanctioned any items of new votable expenditure? If so, I tnink he hopes 
to s])end that money? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Items of new votable expendi¬ 
ture have been sanctioned after they have been approved by the Standing 
Finance Committee. ^ That is the machinery which is set np by this House 
in order to enable this particular difficulty to be dealt with. 



STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


199 


Mr. N. M. Joshi: Has this House handed over its final aiithority to 
the Standing Finance Committee in this matter? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: This Ho\ise must he assumed 
to have delegated a function of some significance to the Standing Finance 
Committee. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Tn view of the fact that only votablc items 
were laid before the Standing Finance Committee, which really form one 
per cent of the total expenditure, may T know whether they will lav be¬ 
fore ns the details of the expenditure on non-votable items? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: It is not practicable to lay 
before the House the details of the expenditure on non-votable items: but 
T have done my best to give the House a general picture, considering the 
circumstances of the time, of the kinds of non-votable ox])enditure which 
we have incurred. * ^ 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: You come before the House and demand 
additional money and ask us to vote for the money, but we certainly have 
every right to request you to give us details of the expenditure for which 
you wamt extra njoi>ey. 

.Mr, President (Tl>e Honourable Sir Abdur Kaliim): That is arg\ung. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Am I not right? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I have given the House suffi¬ 
cient general background to enable 'it to decide this particmlar question. 

Sir Muhammad Tamin Khan: Tf a person, whose initial salary is non- 
■ votable, gets an increment and the expenditure is increased, does it count 
as non-votable expenditure or as votable? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): That is a hy])othe- 
tical question. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: May 1 ask whether it is placed before 
the Finance Committee? 


The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I think the technical position 
is that an individual whose salary is non-votable, if he receives any incre¬ 
ment in his salary, that also ’is non-votable; but if the general scheme in 
connection with which that increase takes place involves votable expendi¬ 
ture, then the whole scheme is placed before the Standing Finance Com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know if all the details of tlie exjiendi- 
dure are laid before the Finance Committee, votable as well as non-votable? 

a2 
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The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman; Tomplete details of schemes 
involving votable expenditure are placed before the Standing Finance 
Committee. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: With reference to part (c) of the question, 
to which the Honourable Member has not replied, did the Honourable 
Member satisfy himself that the amount sanctioned by him was really 
enough for the purpose and the money was spent in the most economical 
way? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Yes. 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: In both cases? 


The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Yes. 


A VINOS DUE TO PARTIAL ExODUS TO vSlMLA. 

15. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Itonouruble the Home 
Member please state wbcither it is a fact that the Government of India 
gave a contract to Thomas Cook and Sons for carrying Government Dak 
between Delhi and Simla? 

(b) How much did Government pay to Thomas Coolv and Sons for such 
services? 

(c) What is the total bill of the Government of India on telephone callis 
between Delhi and Simla? 

(d) What amount of money did Government save from or waste on what 
is called Partial Exodus to Simla? 


The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) and (b) No; .Government 
gave no such contract to Messrs. Thus. Cook and Sou. They made arrange¬ 
ments with the North Western JRailway for the carnage of files between 
Simla and Delhi. Messrs. Thos. Cook and Son were appointed tlie Station 
Delivery Contractor in Simla by the North Western Railway at a rate of 
Rs. 0-3-6 per maund delivered. 


(c) The amount spent on trunk calls between Simla and Delhi during 
the period of the exodus of 1940 was approximately Rs. 45,000. 


(d) Information is being called for as regards the expenditure on the 
move to Simla incurred by the Civil' Departments of the Government of 
India and will be laid on the table of the House when it 5s available. 
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Dr. Sir zi&uddin Almiddl Cun the Honourable Member give some 
rougli tigure as to the e:(tra expenditure incurred on account of the Gov¬ 
ernment staying for six weeks longer than they intended to do at Simla? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: No. 


Delay jn jiakini; Appointments of (Undioates successfel tn the Indian 
Audit and Accounts Service Examination of 1939. 

16. *Khan Bahadur Shaikh FazH-Haq Piracha: (a) Will the Flonom able 
the Finance Member please state why the appointments of the candidates 
who were declared successful in the Indian Audit and Accounts and allied 
services competitive examination lield in November, 1939, and wlio were 
found tit by the Medical Board convauied in the beginning of A]>ril 1940, 
have not been made so far? 

(b) Are Government aware of the fact that this delay in appointments 
has been the cause* of much incou\enicnce and pccuniar\ loss to the suc¬ 
cessful candidates and is bound to affect them adversely in their promo¬ 
tion and pension? 

(c) Do Government propose to compensate the successful candidates 
in matters of pay, pension and promotion? 

(d) Do Goveriiinent propose to take action in the matter? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: (a) Home of the candidates who 
secured v(*ry high places in the examination were considered by certain 
Provincial Medical Boards to be below the desired standard of ])iiysical 
fitness. On representation by these candidates, Government decided, as 
an exceptional case, to have some of them re-examined by a fresh Central 
Medical Board, who desired that they should he kept under obseivation 
for some time in Provincial Hospitals before giving a final opinion as to 
their suitability for ap])oinlment. These medical reports have just licen 
received and are being considered by the Board for a final opinion. It 
is hoped that a decision regarding the candidates to be offered employment 
in the various Services will be made in the next few^ days. It was foimd 
impossible to deal with the candidates who were clearly fit to the exclu¬ 
sion of Ihose about whom (here was a doubt and whose cases were mb 
judice but who had secured higher places in the examination as it is a 
combined examination for appointment to six Services and the wishes of 
the candidates themselves are to a certain extent taken into account in 
selection for these Services. 

(b) Government are aware that the procedure adopted has caused in¬ 
convenience to some of the candidates, but it was adopted in the best 
interests of the public service and in the interests of the candidates in 

general. 

(c) and (d). Do not arise. 

Timb for holding Competitive Examinations for Recruitment to 
Government Services. 

17. *Khan Bahadur Shaikh FaaH-Haq Piracha: (a) Will* the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member please state whether it is a fact that a competitive 
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examination is held only when there are vacancies in Government depart¬ 
ments? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, how are Government 
Departments run without the full number of officers? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) and (b). For the servioes 

for which recruitment is made through the Federal Public Service Com¬ 
mission an estimate of vacancies likely to occur in a particular year is 
framed beforehand and communicated to the Commission. There is thus- 
no question of waiting for vacancies actually to occur, before steps are 
taken to obtain recruits. 


Raising of the New Army in India, its Cost and Arrangements for: 

TRAINING OF THE ADDITIONAL OFFICERS. 

18. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (aj Will the Defence Secretary be pleased 
to state the number of officers and men enlisted, province by province, for 
the new army in India, with their respective nationalities? 

(b) How many officers are under training, and what are their 
nationalities ? 

(c) What is the cost involved in raising this new army and who is to 
bear the cost? 

(d) How many cadets are in training at Dehra Dun Military Academy, 
and whether it has a capacity for its intake being doubled? 

(e) Has any other such institution been started in India? If so, 
where, and what is its intake capacity? 

(f) What is, at present, the cost involved for each cadet being trained? 

Mr. 0, M. O. Ogilvie: (a) and (b). Statements giving the require(i 
information have been placed on the table 

(c) The expansion of the Arm\ in India at present being carried out 
is estimated to cost ultimately about Rs. 17 crores initial and Rs. 12: 
crores recurring. The cost of this expansion will be borne by Indian reve* 
nues but should any of the forces comprising it be sent ffir service overseas 
the initial cost as well as the recurring cost from the date of embarkatioa 
will be charged to His Majesty’s Government. 

(d) 161. The capacity of the Academy is capable of being increased to 
250 cadets. 

(e) Yes; the Officers’ Training School (India), Mhow. No definite 
figure representing a regular intake of cadets can be given as cadets are- 
recruited in batches as required. The potential capacity of the school is,, 
however, 1,200 per annum at present. 

(f) Rs. 4,310 per annum for each cadet at Mhow and Dehra Dun.. 
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N.-W. F. P. . 


5,606 

Punjab . . . 


48,036 

U. P. . 


12,227 

Rajputana and 0. T. 


5,381 

Delhi 


406 

Madras . 


9,898 

Bombay . 


7,666 

Bihar 


710 

C. P. and Berar 


899 

Bengal 


113 

Nepal 


3,346 

Hyderabad 


7 

Coorg 


42 

Assam 


1 

Sind 


137 

Baluchistan 


8 


(jiiiAND Total 

94,228 


Numbers by Provinces selected for Emergency Commis'tions from July 1040, to October 1940, 
and undergoing training at Trahnng Schools—excluding 122 younger cadets who are 
being trained at the Indian Military Academy, Dehra Dun. 




Approx. 


Approx. 



percentage 


piM (‘(‘idage 

Pruv'inccs. 

Eurofxans. 

to th(^ 

Indians. 

t o the 



total No. 


total No. 



Selected. 


Selected. 

1 

•> 

3 





Per cent. 


Per cent. 

N.^W. F. P. 

4 

•5 

31 

10 

Punjab ..... 

38 

6 

67 

21-7 

Delhi. 

10 

1 

21 

6-8 

U. P. . . . 

35 

6 

44 

14-3 

Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and Assam 

340 i 

46 • 5 

43 

14 

Sind. 

8 

1 

13 

4-2 

Bombay .... 

C. P. 

114 

15-6 

50 

16-2 

5 

•6 

10 

3-2 

Madras ..... 

112 

15-3 

29 

9 4 

Overseas .... 

66 , 

9 




731 


308+122 

-430 



Mr. N. M. JosM: May 1 know, Sir, if, in appointing officers to the 
new army in India, the Government of India observe any proportion 
between Fhirupeans and Indians? 

Mr. 0. M. Gt. Ogflvie: No, Sir; no such proportion is observed. 

Mr. Lalchand Kavalrai: With regard to clause (d), may I know if the 
Government propose to increase the number of cadets to the maximum 
point? 

Mr, 0. Ac. O'. Ogilvia: Yes, Sir; there is such a proposal. 
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Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Huve nny advertisenienis been sent round 
inviting candidates to coirie up‘? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: >so, Sir; the cadets are just sent there. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: Ls it a fact. Sir, that these institu¬ 
tions tor training are sonarated according to connnunilies? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: Xot by communities; there are European Train¬ 
ing s('hools and Indian Training sclioois. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: In view of the fact that all these 
othcers serve one [>urpose, that is the army in Jndia, where is the need 
for such differences? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: Well, Sir, in the initial stages of training, it is 
more convenient and euiufoi tahh.* loi' the eadits iheuiseives lo be together; 
but th(‘\ get mixed iij- witli tludi FAiro])ean comr«idi's as soon as they 
leave the ead('ts training instiiulion. 

Advisability of w itiidkawtnc; the CIovernment Uesolution on (’o.mmunal 
KF. sERVA'rir)N OF Appointments in Ih bi,T(.’ Services. 

19. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (aj Will the I-Jouourable the Ilouie 
Member be jileased to stale whetliei the (lovernment of India (^Huiiie 
Department) liesohition No. F.-J4/17-13./*3^1. dated the 4th July, 1981, 
•on the reservation of appointments in public services on communal con¬ 
siderations, has fulfilled its i.riginal purpose? 

(b) Is it a fact that there are now a days stifncient number of suitable 
and well-qiialitied eandichdes available from both Hinchi and Muslim 
• coinmnnities, and do Government, propose to substitute tlic method of 
comp('tilivc examinations? If not, why not*’ 

(e) t\'hat steps have Go\eminent taken to find out the effect of eoni- 
rniuial rc'servations in appointment to public services on the ellicienCN of 
such services? 

(d) D(j Governinont j>rupose to make such an enquiry? If so, are Gov¬ 
ernment prepared lo entiiisl this enquiry to an impartial judicial tribunal? 
If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell; (a) The object of the Resolu¬ 
tion was to reserve a fixed percentage of vacancies in the Government 
service for minority communities and the working of the rules is fulfilling 
the purpose for which they were made. 

(b) The numher of candidates may be sufficient, but the quality still 
varies ('onsiderably in the different communities. Government consider 
that a continuance of the present system is necessary for the purpose 
staled in the answer to part (a). 

(c) The working of the Resolution is being constantly watched. No 
‘Complaints have been received that efficiency has suffered as a result of it. 

(d) N( 0 ; because they consider it unnecessary. 

Mr. LSrlchand Navdlrai: May T know, Sir, how long does the Honour¬ 
able Member propose to retain this distinction, and when does he propose 
to cancel the Resolution? 
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The Honourable Sir Eeginald Maxwell: There is at present no proposal 
to alter tlie Eesohition. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Is there anv proposal before (tovernineut to review 
the position during the last six years in regard to the working of this^ 
circular? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Tliere is no prot)osa1 before- 
Government at the moment to that effect. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Would not Government like to follow the example 
of the Itailways and appoint a special officer to look into the matter and 
modify the liesolution in view of past exjxaienee? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: As 1 have said in answer to 
part (c), the working of the Resolution is being constantly watched; in 
fact, statements showing the results of its working are regularly supplied, 
to the House. 

Mr . Lalchand Navalrai: May 1 know. Sir, why no attempt is made to 
review the whole situation? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Because of the answer to part 
(c). 

Income-tax charged ^n Gratuities paid to the Non-Gazetted Statk. 

Railway Employees. 

20. “^Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Finance be pleased to stale whether it is a fact that before the amend¬ 
ment of the Income-tax Act in 19o9, all gratuities paid to the noii-gazetted. 
State Railwav employees by the Railway Board or administrations subor¬ 
dinate to it, were exeTii[)ted from pavment of income-tax under section 
60 ? 


(b) Has the exemption referred to in part (a) been withdrawn aftei* 
the passage of the amending Income-tax Act in 1089? If so, will the 
Honourable Member please leier to the specific notification in the Gov¬ 
ernment Gazette withdrawing this exemption? 

(c) If the exemption referred to in part (a) has not been specifically 
withdrawn, why is income-tax charged on gratuities paid to railway 
employees ? 

(dj Has the attention of the Honourable Member been drawn to Rail¬ 
way Department Notifications Nos. 3019-F.-I1, and 9707-F./III, dated 
17th October, 1989, which appeared in the Government of India Gazette, 
dated the 21st October, 1939, altering the nomenclature of retiring gratuity 
as special contribution by railway administration to Provident Fund? Is 
this special contribution exempted from payment of income-tax? 

(e) Have Government issued any notification exempting gratuities paid 
to railway employees between Ist April, 19B9 and October 1989 from pay¬ 
ment of ineoine-tux? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: (a) and (b). The exemption 
granted under section 60 of the Income-tax Act was rendered superfluous, 
by the Privy Council decision in the case of Commissioner of Income-tax, 
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Bengal vcrnufi Shaw Wallace and (.’onipany which excluded gratuities from 
the scope of income. It was, therefore, withdrawn by Finance Depart¬ 
ment (Central Ilevenues) Notification No. 37-Income-tax, dated the 23rd 
September, 1933. 

(c) (iralare now taxable under i’^xplanation 2 to section 7 (I) 
of the Income-tax Act as amended in 1930. 

(d) The Honourable Member is presumably referring to Bailway De¬ 
partment’s notifications \o. 3019-F./I. and No. 30l9^^\/ll, dated the 
18th October, 1939. Jf so, the reply to both parts is in the athrmative. 

(e) No. (ro\ eminent have no power to do so under section G(t (3) of 
the Act. 

Mr. Lalchand Kavalrai: May I know , tsir. if this section 60 {3) of the 
Act applies to contributions also? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The section in (piestion is the 
section wdiich deals with exemptions, and under which (Government have 
no pow'cr to make exemptions of this kind. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May 1 knosv. Sir, if that would apply to gra¬ 
tuities, and not to any contributions? There is a distinction made by the 
Railway Department between contributions made by them to their em¬ 
ployees and the gratuity that is made? Why should that be charged? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: 'fhe contribution to provident 
funds is not taxable by virtue of other provisions of the Act. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Is the contribution to w^ar fund taxable or 
not? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Yes, any gift from any income 
which has previously been sid^jected to income-tax. 

Amalgamation of Subder Bazar, Ambala, with Ambala Cantonment. 

21. ‘Syed OhuUm BUk Nairang: (a) Will the Defence Secretary pleag®- 
atate whether it is a fact that the Sudder Bazar, Ambala, is being 
amalgamated with Ambala Cantonment? 

(b) If so, is it a fact that the wdiole staff of the Municipal Committee,. 
Sudder Bazar, Ambala, is being absorbed in the Cantonment staff[ 
irrespective of the fact whether any of the employees are competent or 
not and whether they are temporary or permanent? 

(c) Is it a fact that the representation of the Muslims in the services 
of the Cantonment Board is very poor? If so, what steps are being takem 
to give Muslims their due share in the services? 

Mr. 0. M. O. OgUvie: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) The representation of Muslims is said not to be good. Government 
understand that every effort will be made to improve it. 
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Detention of Alama Mashriqi. 

22. * 01 . Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Home 
Member please state whether Alama Mashriqi was arrested under the 
orders of the Punjab Governinent or the Government of Delhi Province 
or under the orders of the Government of India? 

(b) In which jail is he now detained? 

(c) In which class is he kept? 

(d) Have Government received his recent offer to give soldiers tc fight 
for the British in the present war? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) 1 would refer the Honour¬ 
able Member to the reply I gave to his short notice (piestiou oF the ‘21st 
Mai-ch, 1940. 

(b) He is detained m the Central Jail. Vellove, Madras Province. 

(c) “A” class. 

(d) No such offer has reached the Government of India. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: What is the answer to part (d) of the ques¬ 
tion? Did not the Honourable the Home Member recei\e such an offer? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: No. 

Advisability of Release of Alama Mashriqi. 

23. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a; Will the Honourable the Home 
Member please state w^hether it is not a fact that Alama Mashriqi ■hu'^ 
withdraw n • all his previous ordeis and the IGiaksars are now" can ving out 
the orders of the Government of India about military drill and military 
dress? 

(bj in view of tlie full co-o])ciation wdiich Alama Alashriqi and the 
Kliaksars have offered, are Govorninent now prepared to consider the 
question of the release of Alama Masliriqi? 

(cj if not, when and under what conditions do they propose to release 
him ? 

(d) Are Government aware that the Kliaksars are giving full assistance 
-to the District Magistrates in the maintenance of law and order? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) The Kliaksars Imw under¬ 
taken to obey the recent orders regarding drill of a military nature and the 
wearing of uniforms. The notification declaring the Kliaksars to be an 
unlawful association in the Delhi Province has accordingly bi'en rescinded. 

(b) and (c). His release wdll no doubt lake place as soon as Government 
are satisfied that there is no danger of a repetition of flie evenfs that made 
his detention necessary. They do not consider that that position has vet 
been reached. 

(d) (to\eminent have no information. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I know from the Honourable 'Member if ’the 
Government of India were consulted or hold the same opinion a.q was 
expressed in the Punjab Assembly that the Khaksars were part of the Fifth 
Column in India? 
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Sir Muhammad Yamln Khan: Who said that? 


The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: T cannot give an opinion in 
this House about statements made in the Punjab Assembly. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: it a fact that the Khaksar leader otter¬ 

ed the^services of all the Khaksars to be recruited in the army? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I have lalready said that Gov¬ 
ernment have received no s\ich communication. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: Hut it is known to the Government' 
through (he press and the public utterances which he gave, that all the 
Khaksars arc ready to go and serve in the war and fight against the Axis 
Powers 0 ]i behalf of the Allies. 

The Honourable Sir Raginald Maxwell: Government do not act on in¬ 
formation received only through the Press. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Have the Government of India ever made any 
encpiirv into the fact that the Khaksars were part of the Fifth Column 
in India? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald JMaxwell: I do not see how that arises 
out of the (] nest ion. 


HXSTAPPvRl) QrP.STlOX AXD AXSWER. 

Budget for the Ecclesiastical Department. 

34. Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha: (a) Will the Defence 
Secretary please state the amount provided in the 1940-41 budget for the 
expenses on the Ecclesiastical Department? 

(b) How many ecclesiastical officers are enaployed in that Department ? 

(c) What arc the duti(*s of those officers? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: (a) Rs. 37.77 lakhs. 

(b) 149. 

(c) E])iscopal supei’vision and religious ministrations to: 

(i) European British-born officers and other ranks of His Majesty’s 
naval, military and air forces serving in India; 

(ii) European British-born subjects iu the general (civil) service of 

the Crown in India; 

(iii) State Railway employees of European descent; and 

(iv) members of the families of (i), (ii) and (iii). 



MOTIONS FOE ADJOUENMENT. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): Order, order; I 
have received notice of a motion for adjournment of the business of the 
House from Maul ana Zafar All Khan. He is not in his seat. 

Disallowance of a Motion for Adjournment ry the Governor General 

AFTER IT WAS ALLOWED BY THE ChAIR. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): There is another 
notice of a motion for adjournment of the business of the House from 
Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra to the effect that he wishes to discuss 
a definite matter of urgent public importance, viz., “The advice tendered 
to the Governor General to disallow yesterday’s adjournment motion 
thereby over-riding the President’s interpretation of the Standing 
Orders of this House and thus seriously curtailing the rights of this House 
to review the actions of the executive and also undermining the authority 
and dignity of the Chair”. It seems to be clearly out of order. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra (Presidency Division: Non-Muhammadan 
Eural): May I make my submission in a few words? The point is this. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The Honourable 
Member does not know what advice was given. Besides, T suppose he 
has to take somebody’s advice. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Midtra: My submission is this. The Chair after 
hearing. . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The rules lay down 
that in certain cases the Governor General is entitled to pass an order 

^ disallowing a motion even though consented to by the President. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta M!aitra* I know that, but here the reason given is 
that it is not primarily the concern of the Governor General in Council. 
This raises a constitutional issue. If you will kindly bear with me for two 
minutes, T will make my position clear. The Chair, after getting notice 

■ of the adjournment motion, invites if there is any objection. Objection is 
raised, objection is h^ard and leave of the House is granted. The Chair 
allows that adjournment motion on its own interpretation of the Standing 

' Orders. Thereafter, the Leader of the House, differing on a point of inter¬ 
pretation of the Standing Orders from the Chair, rushes up to the Governor 

■ General and gets the whole order changed. Surely, the Governor General 
was not present yesterday to hear what was going on here. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The Honourable 
Member is making a speech. The Governor General has acted according 
to the rules governing the procedure of this House, and his action cannot 
be challenged. 

Pandit Lakslimi Kanta Maitra: It is not a question of public tranquil¬ 
lity or order. 


Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The motion is 
disallowed. 
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statkmp:nt of business. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Leader of the House): 

Tt is understood that the Congress Party jjropose to attend the Session 
from Monday next with a special view to participating in the discussion 
of the Finance Bill. In these circumstances Oovernment consider it 
preferable that the discussion on the Finance Bill should not start until 
dhe Congress Party is in attendance. They propose, therefore, to proceed 
on Friday and Saturday with the other Bills entered in the List of Business 
issued for Friday, Saturday and Monday as also with the remaining Bills 
introduced on the first day of the Session and to proceed with the Finance 
Bill on Monday. Pevised Lists of Business giving effect to these arrange¬ 
ments will be issued today. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): May T 
ask whether the Income-tax Bill is included in this List that will come up 
on Friday and Saturday? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: That is at the end of 

the List. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions. Muham¬ 
madan Eural): Is the Assembly sitting on Saturday? 

Some Honourable Members: Of course. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea (Calcutta Suburbs: Non-Mubaminadau Urban): The 
Assembly should not sit on a Saturday. 

NOMINATION OF THE PANEL OF CHAIRMEN. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahirn): I have to inform 
the House that under sub-rule (1) of rule 3 of the Indian Legislative Rules, 

I nominate Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad, Mr, M. S. Aney, Mr. L. C. Buss and 
Mr. N. M. Joshi on the Panel of Chairmen for the current Session. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions: Non- 
Muhammadan Rural): Sir, I do not move today any of the Bills standing 
in my name, namely, items 1, 2, 3, and 9. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Rural): I follow suit. 
T do not move motions Nos; 5, 6 and 7. 

THE INDIAN MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha (North-West Punjab: 
Muhammadan): Sir, I beg to move: 

“That, the Bill further to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 1923, be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Honourable the Law Member, Mr. 
J. D. Tyson, Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi, Lieut.-Colonel M. A. Rahman, Sir 
Muhammad Yamin Khan, Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang, Mr. H. M. Abdullah, Mr. 
J. D. Boyle, Sardar Sant Singh, Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi, Mr. Husenhhai 
Abdullabhai Laljee, and the Mover, and that the number of members whose presence 
shall be necessary to constitute the meeting of the Committee shall be five.*’ 

( 211 ) 
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Sir, ill moving today the motion for reference of my Bill to the pro¬ 
posed Select Committee, I need make no long a speech. On the 14th 
February last, when I moved in this House for the considei-ation of the 
Bill I had put forth my point of view in detail and lliere was a long dis¬ 
cussion over the motion for consideration. As many as 16 Honourable 
Members took part in the debate, and on a motion by Mr. Boyle, the Bill 
was circulated for eliciting public opinion. 

Sir, the opinions i(H*eiv'ed are in our hands. They are in two Papers, 
and if counted, are about ninety in number. The opinions received are 
from all over the country and from the Provincial Governments and their 
officials connected with the Haj question. The opinions of several Muslim 
organisations and religious bodies of all sections of the Muslim community 
are also there. Thev are all unanimous in their opinion in favour of the 
Bill. 

I am glad to say that out ot the opinions received 90 per cent, are 
in support of the principles underlying the Bill, and a lew of them have 
also expressed their desire that liie lares are not inc-reased. In many 
of the opinions, it has been urged that even it the fares are increased, 
which ordinarily should not be so, the ameiulinents proposed in the Bill 
should any how be made. A hig^ majority of people who liave sent in 
their opinions are in lull support of the Bill. On analysing the opinions 
I’eceived it will be observed that there are only nine opinions out of the 
lot, opposed to the Bill. Oii a further analysis on going through the 
opinions, they will become still less. The opinions expi’GSsed in oppositon 
to the Bill are onl\ nine in number, man} of which are from vested 
interests, while the others are from probably those who are ignorant of 
the conditions of Hajees during their voyage to Jeddah and back. The 
first opinion is that of the Orissa Government. If we refer to this on 
page 4 of Paper I, it will be seen that the opinion of the Government is 
based on the opinion of their Pevenue Commissioner. On the same place, 
however, it is mentioned that the local Muhammadan Association was- 
consulted and it is in favour of the Bill. As the question concerns the 
Mussulmans, this oj)iniou, therefore, should not be considered as opposed 
to the Bill. The Behar and Orissa Muslim Chamber of Commerce is alsO' 
in favour of the Bill. Next comes the opinion of Messrs. Turner Morrison 
and Co. who are the root cause of all this trouble and vvho should be 
considered to be the real opposition party to the. Bill. It is the only 
company which curries the Haj traffic and it is in fact to bind .them that 
this measure is brought m this House in order tliat they may be com¬ 
pelled to give adequate space to the Haj pilgrims. 

tf the opinion of this company is read witli those of the Karachi 
(Chamber of Commerce on page 12, Andhra (Chamber of Coinriierce on 
page 17 and Bengal Chamber of Commeree on page 18, it will he noticed 
that the opinions of all these organisations are the same and are based 
on purely a business point of view having no regard at all to comforts of 
the pilgrims concerned. The other opinions against the Bill are from 
Madras, from the Collectors of Kanara, Cuddapah and Chiiigleput on 
page 16 and from the Presidency Port Officer, Madras, on ])age 18. The 
percentage of Muslim population in Madras, is only four or five per cent 
and the House can well understand how much the views of the Muslims 
must have been brought home to these officers. It will be seen. 
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however, that the majority of the opinions of 15, from Madras, are in 
favour of the Bill. On reference to the opinion expressed by the Presi¬ 
dency Pori Officer, Madras, on page 18, Paper.Ji, it will be observed that 
the officer has given no definite opinion of himself but lias only communi¬ 
cated the views of the agents of the shipping companies who naturally 
would oppose the Bill for the sake of their own business interest. He 
appears to be doubtful of any advantage to the pilgrims it the BUl^ is 
amended. His opinion, therefore, should be considered to be the opinion 
ot the Shipping eompanies who are out to make profits at the cost of 
coinlorts to the pilgrims. As against these opinions the rest of the 
opinions are in favour of them. Very few of them, no doubt, have 
expressed tlieir view against clause 2 (b) of the Bill but they are sa 
small in number that tiiey can easily be ignored in the presence of a 
very large number of opinions who are totally in favour of the Bill. 

Sir, having said sorriethirig about the opinions opposed to the Bill^ 
I would now, with your permission, like to quote certain passages from 
the opinions, tor the information of the House, which arc in favour of 
the Bill. I would first refer to the opinion on page No. 1, expressed 
by my friend. Khan Bahadur VVilayatiillah, lietired Deputy Commissioner,, 
who was a member of this House in the last Assembly. He says: 

“The Haj Committees of the three ports of Bombay, Karachi and Calcutta are all 
favourably inclined towards these two questions. However, in order to prevent 
sickness and keep down mortality, which, unfortunately, is heavy on pilgrim ships, 
it seems necessary tliat the Government should do everything in its power to improve 
the conditions of pilgrim traffic. The present pilgrims’ ships are notorious for bad 
health and this is almost entirely due to congestion and overcrowding. There is a 
vast difference betwi'en large size passenger ships and these small cargo boats which 
are commonly employed for carrying pilgrims. There is no comparison between 
young, healthy and well-disciplined troops and these poorly-fed and ill-equipped 
pilgrims of all ages and in various degrees of health huddled together. As the 
individual spaces are not marked out, the strong among them make themselves con¬ 
venient at the expense of the weak who have to pass their time patiently and quietly 
in the rejected nooks and corners and useless portions of the deck, though they alsf' 
pay equal fares. 

The question of increased space and marked out plots arise only when there is a 
rush of pilgrims on board the ships in heavy seasons. The shipping companies 
make huge profits, more particularly at such times and they ought not to grudge a 
little more space to accommodate the pilgrims. It is hoped that they will adjust 
themselves to it without disturbing the present rates. If they do not do so, fear of 
slight increase in the fares should not deter us. The pilgrims will pay a little more. 
The increase must be reasonable and should not be heavy and prohibitive. 

For the above reasons on grounds of better sanitation, better health and greater 
convenience, the changes proposed in the Act seem verv desirable. I am in favour 
of the Bill.” 

Then, T would like to read a few lines from an opinion received from 
Baluchistan, from the Anjunian-i-Islamia, Baluchistan. It runs: 

“The Bill will remove one of the many difficulties experienced by the pilgrims, 
and they strongly support th,e motion.” 

Then, I would like to read the opinion of the Bar Association, Delhi. 
They say: , ’ 

“The amendments proposed by the Khan Bahadur in Section 193 (1) of the Indian 
Merchant Shipping Act is very essential to mitigate the discomforts and inconveni¬ 
ences suffered by the Haj pilgrims in their voyage. 
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It is a pity that only cargo ships are employed in pilgrim traffic. These boats 
being already unfit for human beings are loaded to their fullest capacity at the time 
of Haj and thus become highly' congested and insanitary. That is apparent from the 
mgh rate of deaths which occur in them in every voyage. 

It is one of the long standing grievances of the Muslim public that the space 
allotted in pilgrim ships is insufficient and it is incumbent on the legislature and the 
Government to remove this grievance. To ameliorate the pitiable condition of the 
Haj pilgrims it is absolutely necessary to increase the space allotted to them and to 
separately mark it for each person for avoiding confusion,” 

Then, Sir, I would like to refer to the opinion from the Government, 
of the North-West Frontier Province, which says: 

'T am directed to stat^ that the Provincial Government is in full agreement wdth’ 
the provisions of the Bill.” 

Then, the Bihar and Orissa Muslim Chamber of Commerce says that 
the ('hamber is in general agreement with the provisions of the proposed’ 
Bill. 

Then, T would refer to the opinion, on page 7, of the Vice-Chairman 
of the Port Haj Committee, Bombay. He savs: 

‘‘That Government be informed that the Committee approved of the suggestion 
made m para. 2 (a) of the Bill regarding increase of snace from 16 to 18 superficial 
feet. ' ^ 

The Government of Ajmer-Merwara .say: 

'Thp Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara, is of the opinion that the Kill is a useful one 
and I agree with him.” 

Mr. Moharned Husain (diisty, Hajis’ Friiaid, Ajmc]*, says: 

‘‘T am of opinion that the amendment is required in the interest of pilgrims. The 
space at present allowed is not sufficient and the comfort of the pilgrims requires that 
the s^pace allotted should be increased. All the pilgrims complain of the discomforts 
to which they are subjected owing to the congestion on the pilgrim ships." 

Now, I would quote the opiiiiou of the United Provinces Government: 

‘‘1 am to add that the Governor sees no objection to the proposed amendment 
of the Indian Merchant Shipping Act. 

The United Provinces, Chamber of Commerce, Cawnpore says: 

‘‘I am directed to say that the Committee of the Chamber extend their general 
support to the proposed amendment.” 

Then. I would refer to the opinion of the Punjab Government. They 

Stay : 

“Tt will be seen that these organigntions are unanimously in favour of the Bill. 
The opinions of the Commissioners and Deputy Commissioners in the Province are also- 
generally favourable.” 

The Ihmjah Provincial Haj Committee fully agrees with the proposed 
amendments. 

The Anjuman-i-Himayat-i-Islam, Lahore, says that it “whole- 
lieartedly supports the amendments proposed.” Then the Nazir, Umoor 
Kharija, Ahmadiyya Movement, Qadian, says that they also are in strong 
support of the Bill. Then the Sind Government is also in favour of the 
Bill. Then the Karachi Indian Merchants’ Association. Karachi cays 
that tl’.e ('(unmitt^^e “support the Bill”: 

“In this connection, it was pointed out that it would be possible for the shipning 
compahies to provide for tl^ proposed increased space for the existing faro. Even 
othcrvvi.«!e my Committee wish to state, it is necessaiy to provide certain minimum' 
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comforts for human beings going on a long journey lasting for several clays, irrcs^ 
pective of the consideration of fare, and if any increase in fare is unavoidable on 
account of increased space to be provided, my Committee feel the pilgrims should not 
grudge it.” 

I would now quote the opinion of the Madras Goveniment: 

“The Muhammadan officers who were consulted, as a whole, favour the proposals 
contained in the Bill. 

The Government of Madras are in favour of the proposed amendment for the 
increase of space as the inconvenience and hardship caused to the pilgrims on 
account of the inadequacy of the space already afforded greatly outweighs any hard¬ 
ships that may be caused by an increase in the rates.” 

Then, Sir, the Soutliern Indian Chamber of Commerce, Madras, says: 

“My Committee are of opinion that Haj Pilgrims' are at present considerably 
suffering on board the pilgrim ships owing to lack of sufficient accommodation : the 
questioJi of increase of fares is not necessarily intertwined with the proposal for increase 
of space and my Committee feel that it might be loft to the state of competition 
between the steam-sViip lines that may prevail from time to time.” 

Sir, with these opinions expressed by almost nil the Governments, I 
do not think the House or the Government will have any hesitation in 
commending my Bill to a Select Committee. Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahiui): Motion moved: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 1923, be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Honourable the Law Member, Mr. 
J. T). Tyson, Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi, Lieut.-Colonel A. Rahman, Sir 

Muhammad Yamin Khan, Syed Ghiilam Bhik Nairang, Mr, H. M, Abdullah, Mr. 
J. B. Boyle, Sardar Sant Singh, Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi, Mr. Husenbhai 
Abd .llabhai Ealjec, and the Mover, and that the number of members whose presence 
.■shall be necessary to constitute the meeting of the Committee shall be five.” 

Mr, J. D. Tyson (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands): Sir, 1 am intervening- early in the debate, if a debate there is 
to he, because, though I do not propose to delay the House long, I think 
it niay be useful if at this stage I define the Government’s attitude to 
the Bill. I have read the debate which took place in the House at the 
time the Bill was introduced and fi'om that debate and from what has 
fallen from the Honourable Member incharge of the Bill today I realize,— 
indeed it is perfectly obvious,—that the Honourable Alember is very much 
in earnest about the measure and very confident that in promoting it 
he is promoting the best interests of the pilgrims. I would ask the 
Honourable Member, Sir, to believe that on this side of the House also 
we, are concerned over the interest of the pilgrims, and if we could be 
as coi:ifideut as the Khan Bahadur is that the two changes which are 
proposed in the Indian Merchant Shipping Act could be effected without 
the risk of attracting countervailing disadvantages to the pilgrims, we 
should support the proposals, at all events as a post-war measure. But', 
Sir, we have from the outset entertained certain misgivings about the 
indirect effects of these proposed changes and I cannot honestly say that 
these misgivings have been modifie<l by the opinions received in circula¬ 
tion. As regards'both the changes to be effected bv this Bill, the view 
has been expressed that the resultant reduction in the carrvirig capacity 
of the pilgrim ships may open the door to increased fares, and that 
these increased fares mav more than counterbalance for the poorer pij- 
jgriras the slight, advantages accruing from the changes proposed. That 
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fares will have to be increased is certainly the view of not one but both 
the shipping companies concerned in the traffic. One company has 
pointed out that the first change proposed—from 16 sq. ft. to 18 sq. ft., 
minimum space per pilgrim—will involve a reduction in the carrying 
capacity over their whole fleet of 11-2 per cent., and that the introduction 
of individual demarcation of areas—the second change proposed—will 
involve a reduction over their entire fleet of 13-0 per cent, in carrying 
capacity. That makes a total reduction in carrying capacity all-round 
^amounting to 24*8 per cent. Or, to show the effect in another way, as 
regards a particular ship,—the large pilgrim ship “Rahmani”, which on 
the present basis has a carrying capacity of 1,601 pilgrims, would, by the 
first change proposed—the increase in superficial area per pilgrim—have 
that carrying capacity reduced by 178 pilgrims. Well, at the rate charged 
for passages last year, that would involve a reduction of about Rs. 31,000 
in the company’s receipts from fares,—11 per cent, of the total they 
could expect if the ship was full. That is on account of one form of 
reduction in carrying capacity only. According to the figures supplied 
by the company, one must presume that the reduction due to individual 
demarcation of space would involve at least another eleven per cent, 
reduction of their receipts on the round voyage. Both the changes 
proposed are open to that obvious objection that they reduce the carry¬ 
ing capacity of the ships, witli the possibility that on that account the 
fares would have to be increased. 

As regards the second change proposed,—individual demarcation.— 
'Confess that at first sight it seems to commend itself as a logical step; 
in tlieory at all events, one would think it should have the effect of 
enlisting every individual pilgrim in the defence of his own rights to deck 
space and at tlie same time of providing him with conclusive evidence in 
defence of his own cause. But here, again, while the effect on carrying 
capacity will be automatic (there is bound to be a reduction) there is 
:some evidence, including the opinion of the Haj Inquiry Committee of 
1929, that tlie adoption of this system of individual marking is impracti¬ 
cable and that it will be infructuous so far as the individual pilgrim is 
vconcerned.' 


The opinion has been expressed iu circulation, by a great many of 
the gentlemen and the bodies who have supported the proposals, that, 
though they may involve some loss in carrying capacity, the proposed 
changes can be made without any rise in fares as the shipping companies 
will be able to meet the cost of them by being content to make reduced 
profits. It may be so, but the shipping companies, not unnaturally 
perhaps, have taken the other view. I do not know and I doubt if 
anyone in this House knows what profits or losses are made in the 
pilgrim-caryirng traffic. It is a commercial secret. But this, I think, 
one must say,—those who are most solicitous for the interests of the 
pilgrims impress upon us—I do not doubt correctly—^that in a general 
way these pilgrim ships are crowded to capacity. Unless that were so, 
these proposed amendments really would be unnecessary. Now, Sir, if 
that is so, it does seem fairly obvious that, if ships are, as a general 
rule, anything like full, a reduction in carrying capacity must involve the 
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rrecovery from a smaller number of passengers of working costs and over¬ 
heads,—charges which do not vary once you put the ship alongside; and 
that is before any profit is made at all. 1 cannot but think that in the 
long run any serious disturbance of the balance between the working 
costs and the receipts will be reflected in passage rates. In these cir¬ 
cumstances, 1 cannot help wondering whether the extra space which the 
pilgrim is invited to }iop(i for from this Jlill may not in the pilgrim’s 
opinion prove to have been too dearly bought. These are the misgivings 
which we feel as r(*>gards fhe effect which are likely to flow from the 
pro])osals now before the House. We feel, therefore, that we should not 
support the Bill. I wiW not, at this time, go into the other ways Dy 
whieh what the Honourable Member seeks to achieve and what we also 
seek to achieve might be attained,—such as a compulsory reducticn in 
the amount of luggage tJiaf pilgritns take on deck. These are not before 
tlie House. 

Oil tlie oilier hand, 1 do recognise that five Provincial (Governments 
have givim their unqualified support to the proposals before the House 
and that only one Ih'oviricial Government has strongly opposed them. 
One Port Haj (committee has supported the proposals without qualilica- 
tion. That is the Bombay Port Haj Committee. The Karachi Port Haj 
Committee has supported them subject to there being no increase in 
fares, whicdi seems to indhaite that that Committee, at all events, shares 
tlie misgivings that we ourselves feel. No opinion has been received 
from the ('’-alcntta Port Haj Committee, whose Chairman is not present 
in the House today. If Honourable Members of this House feel confi¬ 
dent tliat these improved facilities, cost what they may, will really be 
in the best interests of the pilgrims, Government will not stand in their 
way. By that 1 mean that if the present motion goes to a division, 
the official Members will abstain from voting. We shall not oppose the 
Bill. 

On one point, however, T should like to make myself clear. The 
• effect of these proposals will be to diminish the carrying capacity of the 
ships. Tliat is undisputed. The degree of the reduction can only be 
found by experience. But any reduction in the carrying capacity of 
ships would be very unwelcome to the shipping authorities in war time 
and while the war time demand for shipping space continues. If this 
Bill goes to a Select Committee, .Government will certainly move an 
amendment directed to securing that the new provisions of the Indian 
Merchant Shipping Act shall not take effect until conditions in» the pas¬ 
senger and freight markets are much more normal than they are today. 
Apart from the difficulty that I have just pointed out, T might also 
mention that the fare arranged for the ensuing Haj pilgrimage is very 
much subsidized so as to bring it within the reach of the pilgrim. That 
subsidized fare has been based on the present carrying capacity of the 
pilgrim ships and it Is fairly safe to assume that the need f<>r keeping down 
the iares will continue at least for the duration of the hostilities. If, 
therefore, the Bill goes to the Select Committee, we shall from this 
side endeavour to ensure that the operation of the changes is postponed 
till after the war. That, however, is^ T think, a matter for .the. Select 
Committee. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar; Non-Muhammadan): What is the exact 
amount of the subsidy that is given now? 
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Mr, if. D. Tyson: It is not so much the amount, which, I think, must 
Amount to about 40 per cent, of the fare in one way or another. That, 
^ir, is the attitude we propose to adopt tow^ards this Bill. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan liural): Sir, I had no intention to speak on this Bill but 
my friend, Mr. Tyson, gave a mathematical problem. I took up the 
problem myself and attempted to solve it. Our cliief dithculty which we 
have repeatedly mentioned on the floor of the House about the carrying 
capacity of the ships is this. They take the superficial area of the ship 
and divide it by l(3ft. which is really the space allotted for each pas¬ 
senger. The result is the number of passengers which they can carry. 
This is practically the method by wliich they ('aiculate. If yon adopt this 
method, then sona? persons will liave to be divided into two, because the 
length of one man may be 5 feet and 0 inclujs but the lenudh of another 
man may not exactly tit in in tin- space provided. Some persons will have 
to be cut crosswise, while others will have to be cut up transversally. 
By this arrangement it may be possible to fit in the re(jiiired nnniber. I 
have got a parallel problem to this which will tlirow a great deal of light 
on the subject under discussion. Suppose yon have got a cube which is 
12 inches long, 12 inches wide and 12 incites high. Now, the problem is: 
how many spheres of one inclt diameter can you put in the cube? The 
answer is 1,728 if you solve the problem in the same manner as Turner 
Morrison attempts to solve the carrying capacity of passengers, that is, 
take up the volume of the space of the cube and divide the total space 
by the volume of one sphere, then the number that can be fitted in will 
be 2,728, that is, 1,000 more spher(‘S can come in if yon cut them into 
pieces and thrust them m. Therefore, you can increase the capacity 
by this method if vou begin to squash the human beings and shove 
them in son^ehow as these sphere can be put in. The other problem is 
this. Though a layman can put in only 1,728 cubes, you can put in as 
many as 2,000 by careful consideration and methodical adjustment. 
Therefore, what we desire is this. We should not solve the problem in the 
way Turner Morrison company or the Scindia Company are solving it, 
but we should try to measure the space and give sufficient accommodation 
to every passenger so that everybody may be able to lie down and it may 
not be necessary to divide them into two parts, so that one part may go 
in one direction and the other in another direction. This may necessitate 
the alteration of the superficial area of the deck. That is not necessary. 
But at the same time, it is desirable to make the deck in a manner that 
the number of persons that may fit in in each line may be an exact number. 
What Messrs. Turner Morrison will have to do is to have a device in 
their deck accommodation in a somewhat different manner so that in each 
line an exact number of passengers may come in so that neither free 
space may he left, nor will there be any necessity to divide individuals 
into parts, one for one line and another for another line and so on., In 
this case the figures given by Turner Morrison are open to discussion. 
I do not agree with the figures given by them. There may be some 
difference but not so much as pointed out by the Honourable the Secretary. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ohani fTirhut Division: Muhammadan): 

2 Noon. ^ propose to make a long speech and thus take up 

the time of the House. The Bill propdses two things, first, 
to raise “16 sqr. feet/’ provided for pilgrims to “16 sqr. feet’’ and the 
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second marking of seats. The Honourable the Secretary has just now 
stated that with such an increase there will be a decrease in the maximum 
carrying capacity of the ship and he said that the decrease might be as 
much as ii*i per cent. If we take this argument tor granted, then the 
increase in fare will amount to only Its. 19 and nothing more. Without 
taking into consideration all these things, the Government, i understand, 
are going to increase the fare from Its. 178 to Its. 198, this year, that is, 
an increase of Rs. 20. So, this is quite immaterial. * If the Honourable 
the Scicretary would take into his consideratinn the over-crowding, then he 
will realise the exact position of the Hajis. In India we have seen pas¬ 
sengers carried in goods train, and here also we see the Hajis being car¬ 
ried in cargo ships. This is quite an intolerable state of affairs for human 
beings. The Honourable the Secretary has no doubt supported the measure, 
but he used many ‘ifs* and ‘huts’ and in the end he said that it would be 
impracticable. I fail to understand how the marking of seats will be 
impracticable. It is already done on the railways. Seats are marked on 
the J^enches of passenger trains. Why it is impracticable in the case of 
ships, I do not know. 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: On a point of explanation, Sir. It was the Haj 
Enquiry committee who used the word ‘impracticable’. 


Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: The Haj Enquiry committee might 
have used llu- word ‘ijn])ractic.al)l('Inning regard to a certain extent 
over-crowding. But I submit the world is changing. Ideas are chang¬ 
ing. We have to come to know that things which were considered 
impracticable long before have now become practicable. I say it is quite 
practicable for marking seats. Of course, a hnv inches have to be left on 
either side. When it is a question of human beings, such things ought 
not to stand in our consideration. With these words, I support the 
motion for reference to Select Committee. 


Mr. M. S. Aney: I am rising only to understand one or two points to 
which reference was made by Mr. Tyson in his speech. So far as the 
opinions are concerned, I find particularly that the Passenger Steam 
Navigation company is prepared to accept the principle of the provisions 
of this Bill provided an increase in the fare is proportionately made. That 
is the opinion which they have expressed. 

“It is the recognised principle of all transport service whether on land, sea or air that 
the demand for space and amenities are conditioned by the passage fare which the pas¬ 
senger is prepared to pay. We are, therefore, perfectly willfng to meet the demand for 
additional space provided its fundamental relation to the passage fares to be charged 
is recognised and dealt with along with, that demand,” 

T was under the impression wlien T heard the speech of my Honourable 
friend, Sir Abdul Halim Gbuznavi, last time that he was speaking for 
his company. Probably at that time the company was willing to accept 
this Bill and not insist on any increase in fares. 

Sir Abdul Halim Qhuznavi (Dacca cum Mvmensingh; Muhammadan ' 
Rural): I have not yet spoken on the Bill at all. 
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Mr. M. S. Aney: The Honourable Member spoke on the last occa¬ 
sion. He opposed Mr. Hoyle. Both he and Mr. Boyle were fighting’ 
here. Here is the documentary opinion of his company and they say that 
agree to provide more space, provided more money is given by the 
passengers. I hope my Honourable friend, Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi, 
stands by his company now. I wait for an answer. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): The Honourable 
Member/ will proceed with his speech. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: It does not matter what my Honourable friend stands 
for. The company’s opinion is there. 

Another point which I want to have perfectly clear from Mr. Tyson 
is this. He said tliat certain subsidy is to be given by the Government 
and he also said that the subsidy practically comes to 40 per cent, of the 
fare charged either for the shin or for the passenger. I do not know 
whether the subsidy is charged on the total fares which the present carry¬ 
ing capacity of the ship is entitled to get or whether it is charged over 

the number of passengers that are really carried. Do you pay 40 per 

cent, of the fare for the number of passengers actually carried or have 
you to pay 40 per cent, of the total fare that would come to provided 

the number of passengers carri(*d is up to the full carrying capacity of 

that ship. ■ What is the principle on which subsidy is based. That is 
what I want to know be(‘ause it makes a good deal of difference. 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: The principle upon which the subsidy is based is 
that the Government of India and His Majesty’s Government have agreed 
to meet certain charges, element.s in the fare which are attributable to 
war conditions; the principal element tending to raise the fares, which 
is attributable to war conditions, is the item of war risk insurance on 
ships and we shall have to meet that however many or however few 
pilgrims travel. 

Mr. M. S. Aney; That question does not affect the position at all. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Mav I make one observation? As far as 
I understand the position, it is this—that the Governnient of India want 
that the same fare should he paid bv the pilgrims this year as was paid 
last year, that the extra cost which is due to war conditions, such as war” 
insurance, would be borne by His Majesty’s Government and the Gov¬ 
ernment of India. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Then that question of subsidy is not at all pertinent, 
because the Honourable Member has already informed us that, when the 
Bill goes to the Select Committee, an amendment will be moved that 
the provisions of the Bill should not he given effect to during the war. 
So if the question of subsidy is only germane to the conditions existing 
during the war. we need not allow that factor to affect our judgment on 
this point at all. In view of this T think -no reasonable objection can be 
taken to the principle of the Bill and it should be allowed to go to the 
Select Committee. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur llahim): The question is: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 1923, be^ 
referred to a Select Committee con.sisting of the Honourable the Law Member, Mr. 
J. D. Tyson, Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi, Lieut.-Colonel M. A. Rahman, Sir 
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Muhammad Yamin Khan, Sycd Ghulam Bhik Nairang, Mr. H. M. Abdullah, Mr. 
J. D. Boyle, Sardar Sant Singh, Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi, Mr. Hnsenbhai 
Abdullabhai Laljee, and tho Mover, and that the number of members whose presence 
shall be necessary to constitute the meeting of the Committee shall be five.” 

The motion was adopted. 


THE CODE OF (MtlMINIAL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Piural): Sir, 1 beg 
to move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Code of Cri¬ 
minal Procedure, 1R08 (Amendment of section 4). 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1898 (Amendment of section 4).” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Sir, T introduce the Bill. 


THE CODE OF ClHMfNAL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Sir 1 beg to 
move for leave to introduce a JRll further to amend the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1808 (Ametidiuent of section 250). 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir ^Abdur Rahirn): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1938 (Amendment of section 250).” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: sir, 1 introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN EVIDENCE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Sir, I beg 
to move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Evidence 
Act, 1872. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Evidence 
Act, 1872.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Sir, I introduce the Bill 
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• Jir. Muhammad Azhar Ali (T.(Uckno\v and Fyzabad Divisions: Mu¬ 
hammadan Rural): Sir, T to move for leave to introduee a Bill further 
to amend tbe Indian ]\aihvavs Act, 1890, for certain purposes (Second 
Amendment). 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to iiitrodnee a Bill further to amend the Indian Railways 
Act, 1890, for certain purposes (Second Amendment).’* 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 
8th November. 1910. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Friday^ 8th November, 1940. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur 
llahim) in the Chair. 

STAHRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(a) Oral Answbrs. 

Rspobt of the Officbb on Special Duty appointed to investigate into 

CEBTAiN Matters affbotino Communal Representation in Railway 

Services. 

f24. *Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Ghaudhury: (a) Will the Honourable the 
Railway Member please state whether the ofl&cer on special duty, referred 
to by him on the 15th February, 1940, in reply to Sir Abdoola Haroon’s 
question No. 85, has finished his duties? 

(b) What aspects of communal representation in Railway services was 
he appointed to look into? 

(c) Has he submitted his report, and, if so, with what recommendations? 

(d) Which of his recommehdations, if any, have been accepted by Gov¬ 
ernment and which have been given effect to? 

(e) Will the Honourable Member place a copy of his report on the table? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (u) Yes. 

(b; 1 would refer the Honourable Mendier to the terms of reference pub¬ 
lished in the Government of India Press Communiqut^ dated the 5th 
December, 1939, appointing an Olheer on Special Duty to review the work¬ 
ing of the rules and orders relating to the representation of minority com¬ 
munities in the services of the State-managed Railways. 

(c) The answer to the first part is in the affirmative. As regards the 
second part, I would refer the Honourable Member to the Report, of 
which a copy was supplied to him. 

fd) None. Government have reached no conclusions on the report. 

(o) No. Copies have been placed in the Librar}' of the House and also- 
supplied to Honourable Members. 

Paucity of Sindihs in the North Western Railway Subordinate 

Service. 

25. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the {lonourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways be pleased to state whether the Railway Board have received any 
representation from Sind Government in regard to paucity of Sindhi recruit¬ 
ment to the North Western Railway subordinate service? If so, how was 
the same disposed of? 

tAnswer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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(b) Is it a fact that it has been brought to the notice of the railway 
authorities that the method of recruitment by double selection and the 
final one being held outside the Divisional Headquarters are responsible for 
exclusion of Sindhis? 

(c) Is it a fact that the North Western Eailway administration does not 
allot the number of candidates to be selected by the Divisional Boards, 
on the number of vacancies existing in the Y)articular division, but on 
the number of applications received? If so, what is the justification for 
allotment on this basis? 

(d) Will the Honourable Member please refer to any other State- 
managed Ixailway where such practice as referred to in part (c) above, 
exists? If not, why is it confined to the North Western Itailway only? 

(e) Ts it a fact that the control of posts in the lower subordinate service 
is vested in the Divisional Superintendents who know best about the suit¬ 
ability of the candidates to be rcorulted? If so, do Government propose 
to remove the present complaint and adopt the method of recruitment now 
prevailing in the Posts and Telegnrphs Department by restricting recruit¬ 
ment to the inhabitants of the area in which vacancies are to be filled? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) The answer to the first part is 
in the affirmative. As regards the latter part, the request was not acceded 
to. 

(i)) Some complaints of this nature have been received by Government. 

(c) As regards tlie first part, the number of candidates to be selected 
by eacli division to apj^ear before the Central Selection Board at the Head- 
quarteis Office is based on the communal quotas which are divided 
amongst tin* divisions in the proportion of the total number of accepted 
applications received by (‘ach division from each community in answer to 
the advertisement. As regards the latter part, the present method of 
allotting vac'ancios in accordance with the numbers of applications received 
has, I understand, proved convenient in practice and appears to be equit¬ 
able. 

(d) I have no complete particulars but the practice on railways differs 
in tliis res])ect. The question of revising methods of recruitment will come 
ifp for examination in connection with the consideration of Mr. D’Souza’s 
report. 

(e) It is a fact that the control of these posts is vested in Divisional 
Superintendents, but not neca’s.sarily a fact that they are best suited to 
recruit candidates with regard to the interests of the Kailway as a whole. 
Government do not consider that it is desirable to regulate recruitment to 
railway services on a territorial basis. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know if it is equitable that if more 
applications come from one Division, more people should be taken from 
that Division? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: That is largely a matter of opinion. 
If tile repoi ts show that there is a large number of qualified candidates in 
one ])lace and a small number in another, I should have thought it equit¬ 
able to select a larger number from the first place than from the second. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: But there are people in the other Divisions 
also for selection? 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I’eople who have not applied? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Yes; they have applied for selection, but they 
arc not taken iis the uuniher of applications is not so large. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: That surely is a matter of opinion 
as 1 liavc said; but if the number of applications from qualified applicants 
is large in oih* Division jmd s)nall in the other, it is surely equitable to 
allot a larger number or invite a larger number of applicants from one place 
than from the other. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Does the Honourable Member know that 
recently the General Manager on the North Western Itailway has reviewed 
the powers wljich he had delegated to the Divisions, and may I request the 
Honourable Member to ask the General Manager to consider this question 
and rcm(jve the complaint of the Sind (circle which is j^ending since a very 
long time? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I am not satisfied that there is any 
reasonable complaint, because I am not satisfied that there are more candi¬ 
dates from Sind i)roportionatel\ than from other places. 

Report op the Officer on Special Duty appointed to investigate into 
CERTAIN Matters affecting Communal Representation in Railway 
Services. 

26. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Horronrable Member for Rail¬ 
ways be pleased to state whether Mr. Frank DeSouza, former Member of 
the Railway Board, has since submitted his report on the “review of rules 
and orders relating to the representation of minorities in railway services”? 
If so, when will the copies of the report be made available to the Members 
of the House? 

(b) Does the Honourable Member propose to afford a chance to the 
House to discuss Mr. DeSouzar’s report? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) The report has been submitted 
and copies have been supplied to Members of the House. 

(h) Government do not think that a discussion in the present Session 
would bo advantageous, but would welcome any views that Honourable 
Members desire to ])ut forward during the ne.vt Session. The railway 
budget debates will then afford an opportunity; if any appreciable number 
of Honourable Members consider that insufficient and table Resolutions on 
the subject. Government will consider the al'lotmont of time on an official 
day in the event of these Resolutions falling to find a place in the ballot. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May T understand that Government will 
allow a discussion on this matter during the next Session, not this Session? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: T do not think it will be advanta¬ 
geous to discuss it during this Session. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it the intention of the Government that 
they would like to discuss this matter in the next Session? 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I c^n only repeat the answer I have 
given. T have pointed out that the budget debates will afford an oppor¬ 
tunity, and that, if Honourable Members consider that insufficient, they 
have ineans at their disposal of obtaining further time. 

Dt. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: We do not want to waste our time, which is- 
very valuable, during the budget discussion on this very question. Will 
you please give us some other time for this purpose at least during the next 
Session but before any action is taken in the matter? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I am sorry that the Honourable 
Member should regard a discussion on this as a waste of time : but what 
I said was that if any appreciable number of Members consider that the 
budget debates are insufficient, and if they table Kesolutions on the subject. 
Government will consider the allotment of time on an official day in the 
event of those Resolutions failing to find a place in the ballot. 

Syed Ghulam Bhlk Nairang: That too in the Budget Session? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: That would not come in the budget. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May T know if this report was called for in 
order to satisfy the Members of the Assembly that things are done equit¬ 
ably or not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: That was one object in appointing 
the in(|uiry. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Why is it then that the Honourable Member 
does not want to put that report for discussion from the Government point 
of view for the satisfaction of Members, but leave it to the Members to 
ask for it? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I have said already that T have 
given a copy of the report to every Member of the House and that I would 
welcome the views of Honourable Members on it • it is not a question of 
not wanting their views. 

Advisability of holding Competitive Examinations for Reoruttmeny 

TO THE Subordinate Service on the North Western Railway. 

27. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the appointment to the 
subordinate service on the North Western Railway is made through 
Selection Boards? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is no provision for competitive examinations 
in making these appointments through selection boards, excepting for the 
North Western Railway Accounts staff? If so. why? 

fc) Is it a fact that the appointments in the subordinate service, even 
clerical, in the Central Government Secretariat, are made through competi¬ 
tive examinations by the Public Service Commission? 

(d) Is it a faet that in the Posts and Telegraphs Department, appoint¬ 
ments to subordinate service are also filled by competitive examination 
conducted by the educational department of the province in which vacancies 
are to be filled? 
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(e) Is it a fact that, under the present arrangement for recruitment to 
subordinate service in the North Western Railway, the complaint is that 
the best candidates do not get chances for appointment in the absence 
provision of recruitment through competitive examination? 

(f) Do Government propose to substitute the present methods of recruit¬ 
ment to subordinate railway services on the North Western Railway by 
recruitment through competitive examinations conducted by the local 
educational authorities in each Divisional headquarters? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Olow: (a) Yes. 

(b) No; the Honourable Member will find a provision in Rule 5 in 
Appendix IT of the State Railway Kstablishment ('ode, Vol^nie I, co])ies 
of whicli are in the Library of the House. The second part does not arise. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The competitive examinations held by the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department for recruitment are not conducted by the Educational Depart¬ 
ment of the province concerned. 

(e) Government liave not received any such complaint. 

(f) I cannot give any such undertaking; but the methcKls of recruitment 
will be reviewed in connection with the consideration of Mr. D’Souza's 
report. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May 1 know if the selection boards are not 
holding examinations for tliese people by competition, what is the method 
by which they actually select these people? Is it by looking at their faces 
or measuring llieir size, or what? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Olow; Exercising tlieir judgment on them, 
generally after an interview, I tliink. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Exercising a judgment on what principles? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Olow: The principle of the candidates’ 
qualifications and experience and their appearance at the interview. 

Railway Advisory Committees. 

28. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways be pleased to state the authority that framed the constitution of the 
various Railway Advisory Committees in India? 

(b) Have there been any changes in the constitution of these committees 
since their inception? If so, have these changes conceded anything to the 
committees by way of increased functions and powers? 

(c) Is it a fact that at one time rcsolution.s passed by the majority of 
the members in the committee were binding on the administration unless 
over-ruled by the Railway Board? Do Government propose to enact such 
a rule now? If not, why not? 

(d) Have Government laid down any time-limit after which the working 
of the Railway Advisory Committees should be reviewed and its functions 
and powers increased? If not, do they propose to do so now? 



228 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[8th Nov. 1940. 


(e) Do Government propose to direct the transfer of their control over 
vendors at the stations to the Railway Advisory Committees? If not, wHy 
not? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow; (a) Tlie Government of India 
framed the constitution of the Local Advisory Committees for btate- 
worked Railways. oopv of the Government of India’s orders to ttie 
State-worked Railways was sent to Company Railways with the suggestion 
that they initiate similar actiim subject to the agreement of their Home 
Boards. 

(b) Yes. The reply to the second part of the question is in the nega¬ 
tive. 

(e) No. Goveniment consider th:it the function of these (^ommittee?^ 
must continue to be advisory. 

(d) The answer to both parts of the question is in the negative. 

(e) No. As stated in reply to part fc) above, the functions of these 
(Committees must continue to be advisory. 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May T ask whether tlie rules mentioned in 
paid (a) are public or confidential, and can the Members have a copy? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 think they are public, but I am 
not certain. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May T know what difficulty there Is to bring 
under review their original Resolution that thest' ■will be only advisory 
committees? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 do not consider that tlie control 
of railways by committees would be in the public interest. 


Subjecting Persons selected by the Divisional Selection Board at 

Karachi eor Training and Promotion as Guards, Grade IT, on the 

North Western Railway to further Tests. 

29. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to slate whether it is a fact that on the North Western 
Railway a selection for guards, grade II, was rectuitly made from among 
trail) flt-rks, ticlvid collccdoi’s, station clerks, idc.? 

(b) Is it a fact that some such persons were selected by the Divisional 
Selection Board at Karachi for training and promotion as guards, grade II? 

(c) Is it a fact that eight persons from Karachi appeared at the second 
Selection Board at the Headquarters Office of the North Western Railway 
and passed the test? 

(d) Is it a fact that, as a result of two selections, they were sent to 
Walton Training School at Lahore Cantonment for training in guards 
duties and had successfully passed out the examination? 

(e) Is it a fact that still further selection and examination was held 
at Karachi Divisional office, vide Divisional Personnel Officer, North 
Western Railway, Karachi, No. 940-E./31, dated the. drd September, 
1040, to find out the fitness or otherwise of these qualified men for tem¬ 
porary promotion to guards' posts in grade II? If so, why? 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) No. I understand that the last 
Selection Board met in November, 1938. 

(b) Yes, for training as Guards, grade II. 

(c) and (d). Out of the eleven men sent by the Divisional Superin¬ 
tendent, Karachi, nine were selected by the Headquarters Selection Board, 
of whom one subsequently died. The remaining eight were sent for train¬ 
ing to the Walton Training School and passed the examination. 

(e) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. As regards the latter 
part, the matter is receiving the attention of tfie administration. 

Mr. Lalchand Kavalrai: With regard to clause (e), may I know whether 
the third selection was at all feasible, and it should continue. I could not 
follow the reply of the Honourable Member. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: My answer to the latter part was 

that the inattca* was receiving the attention of the administration. 

Inadequate Indian Representation in the Calcutta Port Trust. 

130. ♦Haji Ghaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan: (a) Will the Honour¬ 
able Member for Communications please state whether it is a fact that 
out of the 19 Commissioners of the Calcutta Port Trust, only five are 
Indians? Is it also a fact that amongst these five, two are the representa¬ 
tives of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, one of the Indian 
Chamber of Commerce, one of the Muslim Chamber of Commerce, and 
one of the Calcutta Corporation? 

(b) Is it a fact that in the Calcutta Port Trust there are seven Commis¬ 
sioners representing the Bengal Chamber of Commerce? 

(c) If the answer to part (b) be in the affirmative, will the Honourable 
Member please state the reason for there being so many members from the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, and only four representing the three Cham¬ 
bers of Commerce managed by Indian commercial people in the Port of 
Calcutta? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) As I stated in reply to Mr. 
Tialehnnd Navalrai s starred question No. 1 on the 5th instant, there are 
at jUresont six Indian Commissioners. They are the five mentioned by the 
Honourable Member and the General Manager, Eastern Bengal Railway. 

(b) {ind (cb Tliere are seven representatives of European commercial 
interests in the Port Trust hut they are not all elected by the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce. The representation was designed to reflect fairly 
their interest in the volume of trade handled by the Port. 

Non-Employment of Indian Brokers by the Calcutta Port Trust fob 
PURCHASING Telegraphic Transfers of the Local Exchange Banks 
to the United Kingdom. 

131. * Haji Ghaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan: (a) Is the Honourable 
the Communications Member aware of the fact that a large amount of 
money is remitted annually by the Calcutta Port Trust to the United 
Kingdom in purchasing telegraphic transfers of the local Exchange-Banks? 


tAnswer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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(b) Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact that all these pur¬ 
chases are made through European brokers, though there are so many 
Indian brokers? 

(c) Will the Honourable Member please state why Indian brokers arc 
not entertained by the authorities of the Calcutta Port Trust? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. I am informed that both Indian and European brokers are 
employed. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Non-Employment op Indian Banks and Indian Brokers for Short Deposit 
Businesses op the Calcutta Port Trust. 

f32. ’*'Hail Chaudhury Muhammad lamail Khan: (a) Is the Honourable 
Member for Communications aware of the fact that the Calcutta Port 
Trust always keep a large amount of liquid money in hand, particularly 
the money which they recently raised as the New Howrah Bridge Loan, 
and which is kept in the local banks for short deposit according to the 
requirements of the Port Trust authorities? 

(b) Is it a fact that most of the money is kept in the Exchange-Banks 
and foreign banks even at a lower rate of interest, though higher rates are 
offered by first class Indian banks? 

(c) Is it a fact that all these short deposit businesses are transacted 
through European brokers, though there are very large numbers of Indian 
brokers who regularly call in the Port Trust's office and whom the authori¬ 
ties never entertain? 

(d) If the answers to the above questions be in the affirmative, will the 
Honourable Member please state the reason for this sort of discrimination? 

(e) Will the Honourable Member please state why Indian brokers who 
are children of the soil are neglected? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Government have no information 

regarding money held by the New Howrah Bridge Commissioners, who are 
under tlie statutory control of the Provincial Government. So far as Port 
Trust money is concerned, the answers to parts (a), (b) and (c) are in the 
iiegntive and the reuiaining parts do not arise. 

Mr. President (Tfie Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim): With regard to the 
next question, tlie reply may be laid on the table. 

Scheme fob preventing Raids into Sind from Baluchistan and 

Kalat. 

J33. *Mr. Iialchand Navalrai: (a) Is the Foreign Secretary aware that 
raids on the Sind borders from Kalat territory have continued since long 
and have occurred even recently in the liarkana and Dadu Districts? 

(b) Is it a fact that a scheme was prepared by the Sind Government 
to prevent inroads into Sind from Baluchistan and Kalat, and the Govern¬ 
ment of India contemplated that the British Baluchistan Government in 

tAnswer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 

^Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner having exhausted hia 
quota. 
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tjonjuction with the Kalat and Sind authorities, should take measures to 
prevent such raids being made? 

(c) What has been done up to now to implement the proposed scheme 
and to take necessary measures as stated in part (b)? 

Mr. 0. K. Oaroe: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). The Hoiiourable Member’s attention is drawn tt) the in¬ 
formation laid on,the table on the 7th February, 1939, in reply to his ques¬ 
tion No. 2058 asked on the J2th Deceinbei', 1938, and to the answer p^iven 
in reply to his question No. 164 asked on the 7th February, 1939. It is 
underslood that the scheme for the establishment of permanent police posts 
to guard this border referred to in part (c) of the answer to the latter ques¬ 
tion is now being brought into operation. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Tagaries tn the exercise of Power of allowing Alterations op 

Birth Dates by Employees on the North Western Railway. 

86. Mr. Lalchand Kavalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways be pleased to state whether powers to alter birth dates of employees 
on the State-managed Hailwavs, have been delegated to the General 
Managers, by the Railway Board? If so, under which notification? 

(b) Is it a fact that on the North Western Railway, in altering birth 
dates, some fanciful objections are raised in the following cases: 

(i) the name of an Assistant Station Master, Karachi Division, 

appearing in the school certificate as ‘Dharmo’ while his name 
in the railway records was shown as Dharamdas’; 

(ii) the name of a Booking Clerk on Karachi Division in the school 

ceritficate as ‘ShivaF while in the railway records as ‘Shival- 
das’, and 

(iii) Station Master, North Western Railway, NiittaTs case? 

(c) Are Government aware that Indian children are called without the 
.sufiix of Mai, Das, Ifam, etc., and their names are so entered in school 
registers? 

(d) What are the orders or instructions on the points referred to in 
part (c) above? If no such instructions are 'issued, is it proposed to do so 
HOW? 

(e) Is it a fact that in case of one Evar*isto Manual Desoiiza, Railway 
Guard, Karachi Division, his name in the baptismal certificate and insur¬ 
ance policies, was shown as “Natalio Jeronimo Gaspar Manuel Everisoto 
Desouza”, and yet the alteration was allowed? 

(f) Does the Honourable Member propose to review the cases referred 
to in part (b) to give them equal justice? Tf not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) General Manager is empowered 
to alter the dates onl) if in his opinion it has been falsely stated by the 
railway servant to obtain an advantage otherwise inadmissible or if, in the 
ease of illiteraije staff, he is satisfied that there has been a clerical error. 
The orders were not notified but communicated to the Railway Administra¬ 
tion concerned by a circular letter in 1939. 
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(b) and (e). 1 have no particulars of these cases but would observe that 
as they relate to literate staff the General Manager has now no powers in 
the matter unless there has been falsification by the employee. 

(c) No. 

fd) There are noiie and nojie would appear to be required. 

ff) No. Government consider that an employee should not subsequent¬ 
ly bo able to secure the admissirm of a different age than the age declared 
when he secured emplo.vinent, and they are not prepared to review cases 
of this character. 

Complaints of deterioration of eye-sight from Goods Train Guards 
FOR WANT OF ELECTRIC LIGHTS IN BraKB-VANS. 

36. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a high standard of 
vision tests and re-examination in vision and colour perception after certain 
intervals is prescribed for guards? 

(b) Is it a fact that a large number of guards run on goods trains, 

where there are no electric lights in the brake-vans and they have to do 
writing work in the dim light of the hand signal lamp? Have Government 
received complaints to the effect that this affects their eye-sight? If so, 
is it proposed to provide electric lights in goods brake-vans? If not whv 
not? ’ 

(c) If the reply to the last portion of part (b) be in the negative, is 
it pro])()scd to give relief to goods guards by introducing for guards lenient 
vision examination rules like those for Permanent Way Inspectors? If 
not, why not? 

(d) What com,pensation does the administration give to such guards 
whose eye-sight deteriorates in service under conditions referred to in 
part (h) above, and is such a case an occupational disease under the Work¬ 
men’s Compensation Act? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) Guards are required to possess 
a standard ot vision considen'd neccs.sary in the interest of public safety. 
The answer to the second part is in the affirmative. 

(b) Goods Guards form llif majority of such staff and the small amount 
of writing they liave to do lias ordiiiHrily to be done in the light of hand- 
.sjglial lamps. Government are not aware of the existence of any general 
coiiqiiaint ol the nature referred to. It is not proposed to provide electric 
lights in Goods Brake-vans as it is unnecessary and the expenditure cannot 
be justified. 

(c) No; the duties are not the same as those ot Permanent Way 
Inspeetoi’s. 

(d) None; but il they are medically disqualified to hold their posts every 
endeavour is made to find them other employment to avoid having to dis¬ 
charge them. As regnrds tlic latter part, the answer is in the negative. 

Discrimination in the matter of Scale of Furniture and Utensils in 
European and Indian Guards Running Rooms on the North Western 

Railway. 

37. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to state whether the scale of furniture and utensils 
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in the European and Indian Guards Running Rooms differs on the North 
Western Railway? If so, why? 

(b) Do Government propose to stop this racial discrimination? If not, 
why not? 

Tile Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) Yes. The differences that 
exist between the equipment of European and Indian Running Rooms is 
due partly to diffenuice in the mode of living of these communities and 
partly to the fact that the Ejuropean Running Rooms were intended mainly 
for guards of higlier grades. 

(h) This is not a case of racial discrimination as there is no restriction 
against a higher grade Indian guard using the European running rooms. 


Non-Recognition of Indian Hill Station Schools for purposes of 
Educational Grants by the North Western Railway. 

38. Mr. Lalchand Navalral: (a) Will the Honourable Member for* 
Railways be pleased to state whether any Indian school situated at a hill 
station is recognized for the purpose of the grant of educational assistance- 
to the children of railway employees under the Agent, North Western 
Railway’s Circular No. 3 of 1921? If not, why not? 

(b) Is the Honourable Member aware that tliere are Gurukuls at some 
of the hill stations to which children of railway employees are sent? If 
so, why is no assistance given to their children like that given to Anglo- 
Indians? 

(c) Do Government propose to issue instructions to do away with racial 
discrimination in the matter of recognition of Indian hill station schools for* 
the purpose of grant of education assistance? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a|) and (c). No Indian hill schools 
are recognized under the circular referred to and it is not proposed to extend 
recognition to any as thcsi* rules have been supcu’seded and a])p]y only 
to stuff who were governed by them prior to the issue of the new rules, 
a?Kl exercised the option of remaining under them. The new rules involv¬ 
ed no discrimination. 

(b) I have no particulars of such cases, but would observe that under 
the new ?ules assistance is limited to cases wliere an employee is com¬ 
pelled to send his children to a hoarding-sehool away from his station 
because of the absence of a suitable school there. 

STATEIMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Sir, I lay 
on the table a copy* of: 

(1) Commercial Appendix to the Appropriation Accounts of the- 

Defence Services for the year 1938-89 and the Audit Report 
thereon. 

(2) Appropriation Accounts of Railways in India for 1938-39—Parts 

I and IT. 


^Not printed in these debates, but copies distributed to Members of the Assembly— 
Ed. of D. 
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(3) Eailway Audit Eeport, 1940. 

(4) Capital Statements, Balance Sheets and Profit and Loss 

Accounts of State Railways in India including the Balance 
Sheet and the Profit and Loss Accounts of Tatanagar Work¬ 
shops—1938-39. 

(5) Balance Sheet of Railway Collieries and Statements of all-in¬ 

cost of coal for 1938-39. 


I^r, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad fUnited Provinces Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan Rural): May 1 know, Sir, whether these statements are 
printed or they are in inaniiscript only? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: They are printed. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Will they be circulated to Members? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Yes, (copies will he distributed 
to the Members of the Assembly. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Thanks. 


ELECTION OF A MEMBER OF THE STANDING FINANCE 
COMMITTEE. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Sir, 1 move 
the following: 


“That this Assembly do proceed to elect a member of the Standing Finance 
Committee to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of his seat on the Assembly 
by Mr. T. Chapman-Mortimer.” 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect a member of the Standing Finance 
Committee to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of his seat on the Assembly 
by Mr. T. Chapman-Mortimer.’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr, President (The H<mourable Sir Abdur Rahim): 1 may inform 
Honourable Members that for the purpose of election of a Member to the 
Standing Finan(*e Committee, the Notice Office will be open to receive no- 
niinatioiis up to 12 Noon on Saturday the 9th November, 1940 and that the 
election, if necessary, will be held in the Assistant Secretary’s room in 
the Council House, New Delhi, between the hours of lQ-30 a.m. and 1 
p.M. on Monday the 11th November, 1940. The election will be conduct¬ 
ed in accordance with the principle of proportional representation by 
means of the single transferable vote. 


THE BERAR LAWS BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Law Member); Sir. 
1 move for leave to introduce a Bill to extend certain Acts to Berar. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to extend certain Acts to Berar.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Sir, 1 introduce the 
Bill. 


THE INDIAN RAILWAYS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow (Member for Railways and Comma- 

nicalions): Sir, T move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the 
Indian Railways Act, 1890. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Railways' 
Act, 1890.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Sir. I introduce the Bill. 

4 


THE EXCESS PROFITS TAX (AMENDMENT) BITX. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Sir, I 
move for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Excess Profits Tax Act, 
1940. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to amend the Excess Profits Tax Act,. 
1940.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE NEW DELHI MOSQUE BILL. 

Mr. J. D. Tyson (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands); Sir, I move for leave to introduce a Bill to provide for the 
expenditure of certain sunjs of money deposited in the Court of the 
District Judge, Dellii, on buildings for and in connection with a mosque 
in New Delhi. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to provide for the expenditure of certain 
sums of money deposited in the Court of the District Judge, Delhi, on buildings for 
and in connection with a mosque in New Delhi.” 

The motion was ad«')pted. 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 



THE INDIAN WOKKS OF DEFENCE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie (Defence Secretary): Sir, 1 move: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Works of Defence Act, 1905, be taken 
into consideration.” 

Feriiaps, it will be as well to add a few words o,I explanation to the 
purpose of the Bill which has been set forth in the Statement of Objects 
and Keasons. Zones of defence are subjected under section 7 of the 
Indian Works of Defence Act to certain restrictions. Those restrictions 
vary in certain cases, and the main purpose, in fact the only purpose of 
this amendment is to reduce the present drastic nature of the law. 
Zone A, which may extend to 2,000 yards from the outer wall of defence, 
is not subject to serious restrictions; but Zone B and Zone 0, which may 
extend to 1,000 and 500 yards, respectively, from tlie outer wall of 
dcf(3nces, are. As rep^aids Zone 1'^, only temporary structures are allowed 
to remain. All permanent structures must be demolished. As regards 
Zone C, permanent as well as temporary structures must be demolished. 
In practice it often happens that it is not really necessary to demolish 
such permanient structures as they are not really objectionable from 
the point of view of defence, hut under the law as it stands they must 
be demolishcfl, and not only are the owners, tlierefore, subjected to 
inconvenience and possibly distress, but Govern meat is mulcted unncceS' 
sarily in sums of compensation. What this amendment is aimed at is 
to allow existing structures to remain at the discretion of tlie District 
•Commander. Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur Rahim): Motion moved: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Works of Defence Act, 1905, be taken 
into consideration,” 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Sir, 1 
should like to know only one thing from the Honourable Moinber. I 
don't like to make a speech. I simjdy want to put one question, and 
tliat is, ]ia\e any instances occurred where structures or buildings have 
actually been removed because of the compulsory nature of the legisla¬ 
tion that is in force now or it is only apprehended that such a thing might 
he necessary. 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie; Actual cases have, I believe, occurred in the 
past, but what has happened is that, where it has been obviously desir¬ 
able to apply the more stringent parts of section 7, this has in practice 
ofieii not been done owing to the great inconvenience to private owners 
and the cost to Government w,hich would thereby be imposed. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai; May I know, Sir, if the people whose 
structures have been demolished have been given adequate compensa¬ 
tion? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie; Any structure of any kind which is demolished 
on a Zone of Defence is subject to full compensation to the party . 
foncerned. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur The question is: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Works of Defence Act, 1903, be taken 
into consideration.” 

The motion was adoj^ted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to tlie Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: Sir, T move: 

“That the Bill be pa.sscd.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The question is: 

“That the Bill bo passed.” 

The motion was adopted. 

THE INDIAN NAVY (DISCIPLINE) AMENDMENT BILL. 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie (Defence Seeretarv): Sir, 1 beg to move: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Naw (Discipline) Act, 1934, for 
certain purposes, be taken into consideration.” 

The purpose of the Bill has been explained in the Statement of 
Objects and Peasons. As matters stand at present, it is impossible to 
punish any person belonging to the Royal Indian Navy who is guilty of 
certain offences, other than by the punishment.3 laid down in the Indian 
Penal Code. What we have expressly in view are the various types of 
theft which, under the Indian Penal Code, are punishable with imprison¬ 
ment or tine. Theft in a ship of the Navy may in many cases not be 
so heinous a moral crime as it is in ordinary civil life. The theft may 

be, and often is. of a more or less technical character and of a kind 

not particularly severely reprobated, such as removal of su.all articles 
from the kit of a mess mate. A man, for example, has lost his whistle 
or something of that kind, and he forages in his neighbour’s kit for one 
in order to avoid punishment for not having his own. He has technically 
committed theft, but it is absurd that such a crime should be punished 
with imprisonment. Fine is not in accordance with the traditions of the 
Navy. The im])ositioii of a fine is regarded by naval officers with dislike. 
For petty offences of this kind there are punishments according to the 
custom of the Navy, such as disrating a man, depriving him of his good 

conduct badge or some other minor penalty of that kind, and what this 

amendment seeks to bring about is permission to inflict such minor 
punishments where it appears desirable, instead of the heavier punish¬ 
ments prescribed by the Indian Penal Code. Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Motion moved: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Navy (Discipline) Act, 1934, for 
certain purposes, be taken into consideration.” 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Rural): 
Are the sections, namely. 302 and 377, mentioned in clause 2 (a) of the 
Bill—are they sections of the Indian Penal Code? 



238 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [8TH NOV. 1940. 

Mr. O. M. O. Ogilvie: Yes, and they are excluHed from the purview 
of this amendment. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: That ought to have been so stated. 

Ldeut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney (Nominated Non-Othcial): I desire 
information on section 55 referred in sub-clause (5) of clause 2. The 
Honourable Member has just now said that corporal punishment takes 
the place of imprisonment. 


Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: No. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: I mean that corporal punishment 
should be the equivalent of imprisonment. According to the practice in 
the Navy, I know they do resort to the stick a great deal, and I want 
to know if for any offence committed that will ordinarily be punishable 
with six months imprisonTuenl, —whether corporal punishment is now to 
be an equivalent punishment, or is there anv limit to this substitution? 

Mr. C. M. G. OgUvie: It is very hard to say to what extent that a. 
minor punishment of that kind can be exactly equated with a term of 
imprisonment. I do not think I can be more si)ecific than by saying 
that what we wish to do is to follow the llnited Kingdom practice 
whereby these minor punishments can. lU the discretion of the command¬ 
ing officers, be employed rather than the severer ones of the Oode. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab: Sikh): The Bill does not make one 
point clear, and that is that the offences probably mentioned in section 
45 are the offences defined in the Indian Penal Code. The punishments- 
are defined in the Indian Penal Code and the various kinds of punish¬ 
ment are given therein. When the Honourable Member states that this 
Bill intends to provide for punishments which are customary in the 
naval units, we fail to understand what is that cui^tomary punishment. 
Will it fall in tlie Chapter wherein various punishments are define<l, or 
will the punishments be of an entirely different nature whicli are not to 
be found in the Indian penal laws? We do not know how the Indian 
penal laws will be affceded by the introduction of new kinds of punish¬ 
ments in the Indian Navy. The Bill does not give us any indication as 
to wliat sort of punishment is intended. In the Statement of Objects 
and Bcasons, it is stated : 

“The U. K. Naval Discipline Act provides for the imposition of purely naval 
punishments, such as the deprivation of good conduct badges^ coll punishment, etc., 
for various offences for which imprisonment or fine may not bo altogether suitable.” 

I can quite understand that some punishments may not he suitable 
as explained by the Honourable Member, but we fail to see what sort 
of sanction is demanded from us to impose those punishments which 
are not defined in the Act, nor in this amending Bill. I would, there¬ 
fore, like the Honourable Member to explain the meaning more clearly 
or to bring forward definite punishments in the Bill itself so that we 
may be able to understand and appreciate his point of view. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): Not 
being a law^yer, the Honourable the Defence Secretary will excuse me 
if I betray a jcertain amount of ignorance. T cannot understand how 
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he carries out the objects which he has, by the amendments which he has 
put down. In the Statement of Objects and Reasons he says that his 
object is tq, enable certain punishments to be inflicted of a minor 
character instead of the more severe punishments which are prescribed 
under the law as it is at present. That is his object in short. How 
does he carry out that object? Take sub-clause 2(a) to start with. Ha- 
wants to add the following words: 

“or, except in the case of an offence punishable under the said section 302 or 377,, 
with such other punishment as is hereinafter mentioned;” 

Nothing is mentioned there. 

Mr. O. M. O. Ogilvie: Section 52 of the Act as it stands. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: This is an addition to the section, but you do- 
not say anything there. Is there anything in section 52 wliich explnins^ 
the phrase ‘hereinafter mentioned’? 

Mr. 0. M. a. OgUvle: Yea. 

Sir Oowasji Jehanglr: Then we come to sub-clause 2(b) where he 
wants to substitute the following words: 

“transportation shall be deemed equal in degree to penal servitude, and corporal 
punishment shall be deemed equal in degree to imprisonment and;” 

What is the meaning of this? I do not understand it. Does it carry 
out his intention? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: It is purely a formal amendment. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir; If he will kindly explain that, I shall be mucb 
obliged. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Sir, I do> 
appreciate that where there are oi’teuces, and especially when it is said 
that this JRll will apply to trivial offences and to the pmiishnient thereof, 
there ought to be a law which suits the Navy and which can be exercised 
according to the laws in England. But with regard to this Bill, I find that 
its object is to make the punishments lighter than the punishments that 
are provided in the Indian Penal Code. Now, Sir, as my learned friend,. 
Sardar Sant Singh, has said, we should, in the first place, be enlightened 
whether there is any Code in which these customary powers or the ^discip¬ 
linary powers based on custom have been laid down, so that we may be 
in a position to say whether these punishments will be lighter or heavier.. 
That is one point that I would like to be explained. 

Then, with regard to sub-clause (6) of clause 2, I find that it is intended 
that instead of imprisonment for these offences tliere should be corporal 
punishment. In my humble opinion, corporal punishment is heavier than 
the punishment of imprisonment. If that is the intention, corporal 
punishment would also include whipping. Apart from that, I would also 
like to know how would that corporal punishment be met with the degree 
of imprisonment that is to be given? That has got to be laid down. One 
officer might give one stripe, and the other might give two. We are allow¬ 
ing these officers to pass punishment as they like without prescribing the 

E 
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[Mr. Lalchand Navalrai.] 

maximum or the minimum. In every law, there is the maximum and the 
minimum. Therefore, I submit that this is a very vague Bill, and the 
points that I have raised should be made clear. 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: Sir, the punishments ‘hereinafter mentioned’ 
here, alluded to by Sir Cowasji Jehangir, are stated in section 52. The 
‘hereinafter’ there gives a list of punishments which may be inflicted in 
llis Majesty’s Navy and which ranges from No. (1) death down to No. (11) 
“such punishments as are now inflicted according to the custom of the 
Navy or may from time to time be allowed by the Central Government 
'These punishments are in order of severity. Section 52 says: 

“Each of tho above punishments shall be deemed to be inferior in degree to 
«very punishment preceding it in .the above scale.** 

These minor punishments which we now wish to be able Jbo inflict o^j 
'Certain classes of thefts and so on are the most mild punishments which 
•already exist in the Navy. This Bill does not seek to introduce any new 
’iorm of punishment at all but merely to make applicable the list to certain 
<*lasses of offences which now can only be punished by very serious 
punishments indeed. 

Now, to show how minor these punishments are, I will refer the 
Honourable Members to section 52 : 

'“(4A) Detention : 

(5) Dismissal from His Majesty’s service : 

(6) B'orfeiture of seniority as an officer for a specified time, or otherwise : 

(7) Dismissal from the ship to which the offender belongs : 

(8) Severe reprimand, or reprimand : 

(9) Disrating a subordinate or petty officer : 

(10) Forfeiture of pay, head money, bounty and so on : 

(11) Such minor punishments as are now inflicted according to the custom of the 
Navy.*’ 

These can be held only to mean the forfeiture of good conduct badge or 
some particular kind of hard work or fatigue which is not approved of by 
the person who is asked to do it. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: It does not include whipping? 

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie: No, minor punishments do not include whip¬ 
ping. Whipping is regarded as a very severe punishment and equal to 
imprisonment. 


Mr. M. S. Aney (Rerar: Non-Muhammadan): May I ask if the 
Ilonourable Member is reading from the Indian Navy Act or from the 
-United Kingdom Navy Act‘? 


Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: I am reading from the Indian Navy (Discipline) 
Act, 1934. J V F y 

Now, with regard to sub-clause {2). There has been a misconception 
about it. It is a purely formal amendment. Section 65 to which it refers 
lays down the scale of punishments. That is to say, you could not award 
punishment of whi])ping instead of a punishment which was less in this 
aescemling scale than imiirisonmcnt that already ejosts in the Act. Corpo¬ 
ral punishment shall })e deemed equal in degree to imprisonment. What 
this amendment does is to state also that the transportation shall be deemed 
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•equal in degree to penal servitude. It is merely filling up a small gap. In 
case anyone thought that there was some difference between transportation 
and penal servitude, this declares them to be the same. 

Mr. M. S. Alley: May 1 ask a question from the Honourable Member? 
You have read out from section 52 a number of minor punishments which 
are mentioned there. At the end of that, there is again one little clause 
which says 'and other minor punishments'. Is that not so? 

Mr. 0. M. O. OgUvie: No. 

Mr, M. S. Aney: Does not that clause ‘other minor punishments’ 
give scope for the inclusion of minor punishmerifs thought of by the officer 
who punishes them or are th'o.se minor purtislirnents scheduled somewhere 
but not in that section? 

Mr. G. M. G. Ogllvie: No. These minor punishments are nowhere 
scheduled; they are those according to the customs of the Navy and they 
.may always from time to time be approved by the Central Government. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: The section leaves scope to the inventive genius of 
the punishing officer? 

Mr. 0. M, G. Ogilvie: No. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: The words are “according to the customs of the 
-Navy”. 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: Which must not be violated. 

Mr, M. S. Aney: If there is a cusTom of the Navy, it means tliat that 
custom is noted somewhere, recorded somewhere, it must be scheduled 
somewhat, but you say “scheduled nowhere"; then how is it possible for 
the punishing officer to know that that particular punishment is according 
to custom or not? 

Mr. C, M. G. Ogilvie: He knows perfectly well; no new punishment 
can be devised. If the Honourable Member will look at sub-section {11) ol 
section 52, he will see the words “such minor punishments as are now 
inflicted according to the custom of the Navy",—that is to say, nobody 
may invent a new one—“or may from time to time be allowed by the 
Central Government". 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Navy (Digcipline^ Act, 1934, for 
certain purposes, be taken into consideration.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That clause 2 stand part of the Bill.” 

Sardar Sant Singh Sir, may I point out a drafting mistake in part (a), 
'where occur the words "section 302 or 377" but the words ‘‘of the Indian 
Penal Code" are not mentioned. Are they deliberately omitted? I think 
the words "of the Indian Penal Code" should be there? 

B 1 
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Mr. 0. M. a. Ogilvie: If the Honourable Member will refer to the- 
section itself, he will see the words “Indian Penal Code are mentioned. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 
“That clause 2 stand part of the Bill.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill be passed.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The' question is . 
“That the Bill be passed.” 

The motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN NAVY (DISCIPLINE) SECOND AMENDMENT BILL. 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie (Defence Secretary): Sir, I move : 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Navy (Discipline) Act, 1934, (Second' 
Amendment), be taker# into consideration.” 

This is a purely formal amendment and is due to the fact that since the 
Indian Navy (Discipline) Act was passed, Burma has ceased to be a part 
of Tndi;j and has more recently acquired naval forces of hei* own. Section 
90 (c) set forth in the Eirst Schedule to the Indian Navy (Discipline) Act 
provides for the discipline of persons in the Royal Indian Navy serving in 
His Majesty’s Navy or in the navies of self-governing dominions, and it 
is sought to add the w^ords “or Burmato that list. Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Navy (Discipline) Act, 1934, (Second 
Amendment), be taken into consideration.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

Mr. 0, M. G. Ogilvie: Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill be passed.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is :, 

“That the Bill be passed.” 

The motion was adopted. 



THE CANTONMENTS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie (Defence Secretary): Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Cantonments Act, 1924, be taken into 
consideration." 

The amendments concerned are miscellaneous and range over various 
provisions of the Act. They are all matters in which practical difficulty has 
been experienced and the purport of each of them has been fully set out in 
the Notes on Clauses which have been appended to the Statement of Objects 
and Ileasons. I tliink, therefore, that at this stage I need not take up the 
time of the House further. Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Motion moved: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Cantonments Act, 1924, be taken into 
consideration." 

Saxdar Sant Singh (West Punjab: Sikh): Sir, in this Bill again there 
are certain provisions which are vague and which invest the recommending 
authorities and the Central Government with very large powers. I refer 
to section 4, sub-section (^A), m whicdi it is laid down that the Central 
Government may, on receipt of any report from the Officer Commanding 
the Station,. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member is speaking to the Bill before the House? 

Sardar Sant Singh: Yes, Sir, to the Cantonments Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): To the amending 
Bill? 

Sardar Sant Singh: Y^es, Sir. In that it is laid down that: 

“The Central Government may, on receipt of a report from the Officer Commanding 
the station, through the Officer Commanding-in-Chief, the Command, remove froai 
A Board any military officer nominated a member of the Board who is, in the opinion 
of the Officer Commanding the station, unable to discharge his duties as member of 
the Board and has failed to resign his office." 

Now, the expression “unable to discharge his duty” is a phrase of very 
wide interpretation. In the Notes to Clauses, it is laid down that the in¬ 
tention of the framers of the Bill is “to remove those nominated officials 
who have ceased to serve in the Cantonment Board and have left the 
cantonment without resigning or tendering their resignation”. Now, if it 
were confined to that alone, it would be quite a definite matter capable of 
a definite interpretation, but the phrase is “unable to discharge his duty”. 
Now a member may be unable to discharge his duty when he happened to 
disagree with the officer who nominated him originally. That would be 
vesting the Government with too large powers and thus vesting the Com¬ 
manding Officer with powers to command the vote of tKe member for 
reasons other than those for which this Bill is intended. I would, there¬ 
fore, suggest to the Mover of the Bill to make this phrase more definite, 
so that the powers exercised under this sub-clause should be confined to 
the purposes for which it is really intended ...... 
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Mr. President (Tlie Honouruble Sir Abdur Kaliini)-. Are there no 

aniendinents to this effect? 

Sardar Sant Singh: No, this being so vague, Sir, we would be justified" 
ill rejecftiiig this iJill if it is capable of "an interpretation which is not in- 
tended by the Legislature. 

The second point to wluch I would refer is the Honourable Member’s 
substitution of the lyprd “structure” for ‘^uilding”. Now, “building” has 
been defined in the municipal laws, and it is capable of an interpretation, 
but “structure” is again a very wide word with a much larger meaning 
than it connotes. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member is now dealing with the clauses. 

Sardar Sant Singh: I just suggesting for general consideration that 
the word is again not definite and not defined anywhere, and it will be 
better if the definition of this should be incorporated in the Bill itself. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Cantonments Act, 1924, be taken into 
consideration.” 

Tile motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 3 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That clause 4 stand part of the Bill.” 

Mr. M. S. Aney (J3erar: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, my Honourable 
friend, Sardar Sant Singh, has just brought to the notice of the House 
the ambiguity of certain expressions in clause 4 and how the expression as 
it stands is likely to be understood in a sense different from the one- which 
the Mover of the Bill had obviously in view\ In view" of tliat, I would like 
to know' w'hai is the explanation which the Honourable Member has to give 
and w hether he is prepared to make suitable changes in the wording before 
the clause is put to the vote of the House. Otlierwise we shall be voting 
upon an ambiguous expression. That is the difficulty. 

Sir M uhamm ad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Rural): In 
this clause 2A, it is sought that the removal will he oifiy in the case of 
a military officer nominated as a member of the Board. If the reason had 
been that a military officer, who had been nominated a member, liad to 
go awary to the war in a hurry and he forgot to put in his resignation, he 
would still remain a member though he is unable to discharge the duties 
of a member; then, it is quite correct to give power to the Commanding 
Officer to remove him from the membership and nominate another person 
who can do the work. But what I find in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons is this: 

“This section admits of the removal from the Board of a member who, subse¬ 
quent to election or nomination, becomes subject to a disqualification applicable to 
election and nomination alike but fails to provide for the removal of an elected 
member who accepts service under the Crown and then becomes subject to a disquali¬ 
fication for election. ^ ^ 

This is a different thing. 
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ICr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie: The second sentence explains it. 

Sir M uhamnn ad Yamin K han ; The second sentence says: 

“It is proposed to insert provision to admit of removal in this class of case and 
also take the opportunity of dealing with a frequent source of embarrassment by pro¬ 
viding power to remove a nominated official member who has ceased to serve in ther 
cantonment and has left without tendering his resignation for an inaccessible destina¬ 
tion.” 

If that was the object, that was all right, but in this clause we do not 
see the removal of any other person except the removal of military officer. 
We have not got the Cantonments Act before us, and the position ought 
to have been explained by the Honourable Member that there is some 
other clause by which it is intended that they shall be removed. That is 
quite a sufficient reason. If any non-official accepts a post under the 
Crow’n, then he cannot remain as a nominated non-official. He becomes 
an official, and he must vacate his place and make ro^jiii for some other 
person who is a non-official. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Law Member). Tins 
clause enables the authorities to bring that result about. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: That was not made clear. If it only 
refers to a military officer who has to leave the station in great hurry, then 
I have no objection. I can quite understand that. 

Mr. 0. M. '(4. Ogilvie; Sir, the first part of this amendment 4 (a) deals, 

12 Noon Honourable friend, Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan, 

pointed out, with the case of an elected or nominated mem¬ 
ber who subsequent to election or nomination accepts a post under the- 
Crown and, therefore, becomes an official and he also becomes subject to- 
disqualification for election or nomination, but wdth the Act as it stands 
he cannot be removed. This enbales such a person to be removed if ho 
accepted an office of profit under the Crown. 

Then the next part of the section 2A arises directly out of the condi¬ 
tions of the war. In the past, before the war, an officer was transferred 
normally to some place near by and even if he forgot to fill up his form of 
resignation and hand it in to the Secretary, he could be found very quick¬ 
ly. Today officers are apt to be tnmsferred overseas at extremely short 
notice and letters may take months to get to them and if a letter of resigna¬ 
tion cannot be obtained the officer has to be treated as though he was .in¬ 
ordinary member nominated or elected and the Cantonment authorities 
have to give him three months grace and opportunity to show cause why 
he should not be removed. As regards what my Honourable friends, Mr. 
Alley and Sardar Sant Singh, said, I think it is surely clear that if the 
officer were tliere present and was able to hold a pen, he would, if the 
General Officer Commanding saw fit, be made to resign at once. It is only 
when he is not present in the flesh and cannot, therefore, sign his resigna¬ 
tion that it is sought to remove him. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question Ls- 

“That clause 4 stand part of the Bill.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 4 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 5 was added to the Bill. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The question is: 

“That clause 6 stand part of the Bill." 

Mr. Lalchand Kavalrai (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Sir, clause 6 
seeks to amend certain words in clause (b) of section 186 of the Canton¬ 
ments Act and it says: 

“for the words ‘in any specified area or areas’ the words ‘in the cantonment or 
Any part thereof’ shall be substituted.’’ 

This is not quite intelligible unless it is properly explained to us. At 
present the Statement of Objects and Reasons does not make it clear; on 
the other hand, it makes it ambiguous. I will read out what the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons says: 

“The object is to bring the wording of clause (b) of this section into line with that 
of clause (d) with a view to removing the doubt arising as to the adequacy of the 
language used in clause (b) to cover a prescription applicable to the cantonment as 
a whole.’’ 

One cannot possibly understand what is meant by “prescription”. Does 
it mean that he will have the right of prescription? Unless this is made 
<jlear, I submit we cannot agree to this amendment. 

Mr. 0, M. G. Ogilvie: My Honourable friend, Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, 
seems to have difficulty about the word “prescjription”. Section 186 of the 
Oantonments Act begins as follows: 

“The Board may make by-laws prescribing certain things.’’ 

They may prescribe the minimum cnibic capacity of a room for example 
.and things of that kind. The only point of this amendment is to make it 
-quite clear that the language of clause (b) of the Act would cover the prescrip¬ 
tion or order of the Board under clause (d) and to bring clause (d) and 
■clause (b) into line as regards language. It has been held that “in any 
specified area or areas” might bo held not to cover the whole Cantonment 
and on the other hand the Board may pass orders on plans and specifica¬ 
tions of the types of buildings which may be erected in the Cantonment or 
any part thereof. It is to remove any misapprehension that “specified 
area or areas” cannot cover the whole Cantonment that this amendment is 
brought. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That clause 6 stand part of the Bill.’’ 

The motion w^as adopted. 

Clause 6 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That clause 7 stand part of the Bill.’’ 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Sir, before this clause is put to the House, I 
wish to refer to one point which was also hinted at by my Honourable 
friend, Sardar Sant Singh. Here also there is a difficulty of interpretation, 
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unless it is already made clear in the original Act itself. If it is not clear 
in the Act itself, it is necessary to make it clear now. What do we find 
here in clause 7 of this Bill: 

“In section 188 of the said Act, for the word ‘building’ the word ‘structure’ shall 
be substituted.” 

Now, Sir, I should like to know if the word 'structure' has been defined 
in the Cantonment Act itself. Either the definition of “structure" is in 
the Act itself, or if it is not there, it should be made clear what ‘structure’ 
is: that it is of such and such nature. A ‘structure’ may include 
everything, small or large. It may be part of a building, it may be 
made only of straws, it may be anything kept over a drain. There¬ 
fore, if you leave this ambiguity as it is, then the power that is vested in 
the Board would be tyrannically exercised and it will only lead to the harass¬ 
ment of the people. Therefore, I submit this should be made clear. 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie: The word “structure" has been chosen for the 
precise reason that the Honourable Member has described, that is, because 
it is a wide term. If the Honourable Member would look at section 188, 
he would see that it deals with drains, water-pipes and essential articles of 
public service and conveniences of that type. Therefore, any form of 
structure built over which might hamper the free flow is highly objection¬ 
able and ‘building’ unfortunately is a word the meaning of which is 
restricted by its definition in section 2 (4) of the Act. Now, Sir, ‘structure’ 
means any article or thing which has been constructed or built. It would 
apply, therefore, to a culvert. A person who built a culvert over a drain 
or blocked up the free flow or access to what supply could not be ordered to 
remove it under the Act as it stands at present. Under section 186, he can 
be ordered to remove it if it is part of a house, if it is a projection from an 
existing building but not otherwise. So far from desiring to limit the word 
■‘structure’ in any way, if wo had a word with a wider application we would 
use it. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): I should like to point 
out to the House that if there is anything in the language of a Bill -^^hich 
is not clear to Honourable Members or which may mean something which 
they do not approve of, the only proper course is to put in appropriate 
amendments. 

The question is: 

“That clause 7 stand part of the Bill.’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 7 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 8 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble w’ere added to the Bill. 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie (Defence Secretary): Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill be passed.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The question is: 

^'That the Bill be passed.” 

The motion was adopted. 



THE KEPEALING AND AMENDING BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan (Law Member); Sir, I 

beg to move: 

“That the Bill to repeal certain enactments and to amend certain other enactments 
be taken into consideration.’* 

Sir, this is the usual measure designed to weed out dead matter from the 
Statute-book. I assure the House that there is nothing hidden in it which 
has any other purpose. Sir. I move. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Motion moved: 

“That tho Bill to repeal certain enactments and to amend certain other enactments 
be taken into consideration.” 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind: Non-Muhaimnadan Rural): Sir, I do not 
blame the Honourable Member or say that anything has been hidden, 
but an explanation, where necessary, should be given. Very often we 
do not get these Acts to understand the position for ourselves. Hero we 
find in the Schedule tliat two Sind Re;j:iilations of 1930 are sought to be 
repealed in whole, and in Sind we have recently found that some of the 
old Regulations have been of very great help to the Administration. I 
should like to know what these Regulations are, so that I can judge 
whether they are obsolete or unnecessary or whether they are being 
repealed for a certain purpose. I should like to have some information 
on this point. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Rural): 
Sir, this is a big list of Acts sought to be repealed, and I do not know 
whether the Honourable Member really thinks it fair that we should 
be asked to study these Acts in two days. It is necessary for us not only 
to go through all the Acts mentioned here, but also the Bills introduced 
in this House two days ago, so that we might, if necessary, put in the 
proper amendments. The Honourable Member was very brief in .moving 
his motion and did not say anything as to why he wants these Acts to be 
repealed, and whether they are obsolete or unnecessary. The House 
expected that of the Honourable Member in order to give an intelligent 
vote. If, however, Government feel that.they have got a majority of 
votes and can carrv on as they like, they can do so. But we want to 
know what the Acts are, and why they are sought to be repealed, and 
also why they were retained so long and not repealed earlier. We expect 
to be enlightened on all these points instead of being treated in the way 
we have been by the Honourable Member. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali (Lucknow and Fyzabad Divisions: Muham¬ 
madan Rural): Sir. my grievance is that it is not piecemeal repeal of cer¬ 
tain sections that is sought to be done, but we find that whole Acts are 
being repealed. We have not been given these Acts, and it was not pos¬ 
sible for us to go through them, when they go back even as far as 1834. If 
this kind of procedure is to be followed here, it only means that we are 
considered to be blind followers of the blind or that Government are blintB 
themselves. It is hoodwinking and insulting the House to ask them to repeal. 

( 248 ) 



THB REPEALINQ AND ABfBNDINO BILL 


24» 


these enactments wholesale in two days. When we go to our consti¬ 
tuencies, they will say that, in spite of our being kwyers and advocates 
and barristers, we are only sitting here as mummies and dummies. ’ It is 
an insult to the House, and I protest against it very seriously. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Mu¬ 
hammadan Kural): Sir, 1 also lind it very difficult either to support or to 
oppose this motion. We are asked to repeal a long number of Acts and 
the Honourable Member has not told us anything as to why it is neces¬ 
sary to repeal them. The Honourable Member may say that we should 
study them ourselves and surely we are, at least 1 can say about myself, 
quite prepared to sit up the whole night and study them, but we must be 
provided with copies of these Acts. We have not got them and it is only 
fair to supply us with copies of the Acts which we are asked to repeal. . 
There may be some lawyer Members who may have copies of these Acts 
in their libraries but 1 am told that even they do not carry their libraries- 
with them to Delhi. But non-lawyers do not have these Acta even in 
their libraries at home and it is desirable that they should be given copies- 
of these Acts in order to he able to vote intelligently. The Honourable 
Member has not been fair to this House; and this is not the first occa¬ 
sion. He has been deliberately unfair to the opposition throughout the 
Session. In this case he has surpassed himself and he wants us to 
repeal Acts whicli he deliberately wants us not to understand. We must 
be able to read these Acts to understand whether they should be repealed 
or not. But now he has all the votes and he is suffering from the intoxi¬ 
cation of having a majority of votes on his side. But the time is coming 
when he will have to care for the Opposition and I request him not to 
press this to a division. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): Sir, 

I am not a lawyer and I can assure my Honourable friend, the Leader 
of the House, that even if he had supplied us with every one of these 
Acts I should not have read them. 1 am, of course, speaking only for- 
myself. Still, I can quite understand, for instance, that the Nawab 
Nazim’s Debts Act of 1873 is to be repealed. It is very probably that 
the good Nawab is no longer in the land of the living: we trust he paid 
his debts before he departed—perhaps the Honourable the Leader of the 
House will inform us as to whether he has done so or not. Then we 
come to the Ex-King Thebaw’s Act. I should think that that Act 
requires repealing—everybody knows that King Thebaw is dead. 

But I would like to say a few words on the general principle that has 
been adopted of introducing Bills this Session and bringing them up now, 
which are in agreement with the sentiments expressed by some of my 
Honourable friends here. We first came to this House this Session on 
Tuesday last. Today it is Friday. A good many Bills introduced on 
Tuesday are down for discussion today. I do not know whether my Hon¬ 
ourable friends sitting on the Government Benches believe that that is 
sufficient time for us to consider these Bills? and discuss them in detail 
and allow them to be passed straight off. If they believe so, I respect¬ 
fully beg to disagree. There are some very important Bills that were 
introduced on Tuesday which are down on the agenda for discussion today. 
Honourable Members on the Government Benches believe or appear to* 
believe that we represent merely ourselves in this House. We do not, 
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Wc have been elected by very large constituencies; and if we are to do 
our duty to those corlfetitueneies. it is our duty to see that those consti¬ 
tuencies also have sufficient time to study those Bills. There are many 
Bills of the greatest importance on this agenda which are shoved on to us 
and we are asked to consider them, speak on them, vote on them and 
at a notice of two or three days. Some of us live two days and three 
days’ distance by vail from our constituencies and we would not be doing 
our duty by our constituencies if we did not protest at this, I will say, 
rather hurried manner in which legislation is proposed to be enacted. I 
am not in favour of delay. I would be the last to advocate delay in 
legislation or wasting the time of this Honourable House. But I do hope 
that Honourable Members in charge of these Bills will realise that we are 
not only responsible to ourselves but to others, and that those others 
must get an opportunity, throughout India, of knowing the contents of 
many of these important money Bills; 1 am not referring to this parti¬ 
cular Bill. I can understand and I am prepared to take my Honourable 
friend^s assurance that there is nothing in these Acts that he wishes to 
Repeal that will be of any importance to us and I think that assurance 
ought to be enough for us ... . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdui\Eahim): If the Honourable 
Member has no obiection to this Bill being considered today, 1 tliink he 
had better wait till some Bill comes later on to which his arguments mav 
apply. 


Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Since the general subject has been raised by my 
Honourable friends, I desire to point out that there is soVne substance 
in^ the complaint, although in my humble opinion it may not apply to 
this Bill in particular and the assurance ought to be accepted that most 
of tliese Acts do require repealing .... ' 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Standin;: Order 38 
has been complied with. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Yes, but I say it is not in the spirit of the 

Act. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Docs the Hon¬ 
ourable Member object to these Bills being taken up at short notice? 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: I do not. For the last eleven years i have been 
to point out to this Honourable House that under the constitution 
under which we work it is the spirit of the constitution that should be 
followed and not merely the letter of the law. If the House of Com¬ 
mons tried to follow the letter of the law\ half the work they do could 
not have been done. It is the spirit of the Act, it is the undertakings 
given whem the Acts of 1919 and 1935 were passed that should be fol¬ 
lowed and not merely the letter of the law. The Governor General may 
nave independent powers, but it is the spirit in which those powers are 
worked that should be considered. The Kings name occurs in the 
British constitution constantly, but does it mean the King? No. Those 
assurances were given in 1935 to my personal knowledge that the inter- 
pretation of the sections will be liberal and it will be the spirit of the 
Act that will be followed and not the letter of the law. Therefore, I am 
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not complaining in any way that the law has been infringed or that the 
rules are being infringed; I am pointing out our ditiicullies on thisf^side 
of the House in having to tackle legislation of an important character 
without due notice, I do hope my Honourable friends will realise our 
difficulties. They are not invented; they are very real. Give us suffi¬ 
cient time if only for important Bills, i do not object to Bills like the 
ones which Mr. Ogilvie moved: they are short and to the point, very 
necessary and most probably do not require more consideration than they 
received; but there are other Bills about which we have to consult our 
constituencies: they may he quite formal: they may be quite straight¬ 
forward to read: but Government is not infallible: we arc not infallible: 
we are all of us liable to make mistakes and, therefore, I trust that we 
shall get ample time to consider the important Bills which have been put 
down for today. 

Mf. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Itahim): 1 think if the • 
Honourable Member liad mentioned it before. Government might liave 
considered it. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab: Sikh): Sir, there is one thing 
common between the Honourable Member who has introduced this Bill 
and myself, that both of us are members of the profession of law. So 
we need not hear from some friends that they are not lawyers. 1 would 
welcome a measure which reduced the number of Statutes which are to 
be found in India, and, therefore, so far as this Repealing cf Acts is 
concerned, I welcome it when the Acts have really become obsolete. I 
have studied the whole of the list and the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons and the Explanations of clauses, and I do not find any of these 
measures are required in the present day: but the one question which 
troubled me most when I was going through this list was, why for so 
many years, sometimes exceeding half a century, these Acts were allowed 
to remain on tlie Statute-book, and why the necessity has i)een felt to 
repeal them wholesale today. We have been accustomed to such Repeal¬ 
ing and Amending Bills in every Session, but I think it is due to us that 
the Honourable the Leader of the House in his capacity as Law Memi.tT 
will explain to us what Government aim at when they bring forward 
these Bills from time to time. Why are they not brought all together, 
particularly so when they have become obsolete for several years. Take, 
for instance, Ex-King Thehaw’s Act of 1895. I doubt very much whether, 
under the new Constitution, this T.egislature has got power to repeal 
Acts of the Governor General in Council. However, he will explain it. 
This Act has been on the Statute-book since 1895. Then, there are some 
which have been there since 1888, the Bombay Sureties Act and the 
Bengal Ameens Act. An explanation is due to us why these Acts have 
been allowed to remain on the Statute-book for such a long time, and 
why it has become necessary to put them in the present Repealing Bill 
and not in previous ones which were introduced during the previous 
Sessions. In the Second Schedule, there are certain Acts recently passed 
by this Legislature, and in the case of those Acts the Bills were placed 
before the Select Committee and the Select Committee’s Report was duly 
presented and considered by this House. With regard to the Hindu 
Women’s Right to Property Act and Ary a Marriage Validation Act, both 
these were placed before the Select Committee which presented its Report 
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to this House and it was duly considered by the House. In both those 
Bills certain considerations of policy were adopted. Here you are exclud- 
'ing those portions now from the oj)erati()n of the Bill. Certainly, an 
-explanation is due us to why British Baluchistan and Sonthal Pargannas 
are being excluded in the case of those trills. I hope the Plonouiuble 
Member in charge will enlighten us, or, if I may venture to put forward a 
suggestion for his consideration, will it not be better if the Bill is referred 
to a Committee to consider it and make a Keport, say, in a week’s time, 
and thus avoid the whole difficulty that lias arisen in the discussion of this 
measure. 

Sir H. P. Mody (Bombay Millowners’ Association: Indian Commerce); 
Mr. President, 1 have no doubt that my Honourable friend’s object is to 
bury the dead but considering the number of things he is burying, his funeral 
oration was remarkably brief. 1 have no objection, to ancient statutes 
being given a decent burial, but 1 find there are as many as 21 which are 
only four years old, and i would like to know why we should have been 
called upon to legislate on these measures if after four years they were to be 
snuffed out of existence. On the other hand, there is a Regulation which 
is 122 years old, and it still seems to be alive and kicking. It would be 
quite interesting, 8ir, if a census was taken of the various Government 
Members who were responsible for all these misbegotten children, i am 
afraid the Government have got into the habit of conceiving rather 
recklessly. 

The Honourable Six Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Sir, on the general 
-question of the time available to Honourable Members for the study not 
only of this particular measure but several other Bills which are down for 
consideration today, and some of which liave already been passed, the 
House will not have forgotten that yesterday when I proposed a re-arrange¬ 
ment of the Agenda, there were during the course of my very brief state¬ 
ment three outbursts of applause. That is to say, the House agreed that 
having regard to a certain contingency it would be desirable to postpone 
the consideration of the Finance Bill till Monday and to start with the rest 
of the Agenda. 

Sardar Sant Singh: But the applause was about the first, and not about 
the second proposal. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: This morning in the 
press I noticed the applause equally distributed over the whole statement. 

Sir Ck>waaji Jehangir: May I point out to the Honourable Member that 
I did mention the Income-tax Bill. I asked him a deliberate question 
whether the Income-tax Bill was coming on, and why so soon, ancf'he said 
it would be put right at the end of the agenda. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Oh, yes, but there 
was no protest against the general arrangement. It was accepted that it was 
more desirable not to start with the Finance Bill first and that these Bills 
should be taken up earlier. That is the reason why these Bills are down 
for consideration this morning, otherwise, what Government had originally 
proposed was that the Finance Bill should be taken up first which would 
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have occupied two or three days and Honourable Members would have had 
a little more time to study these measures. That is the first observation 
1 have to make on that aspect of the question. 

The second observation is that, as Sir Cowasji Jehangir hiinself pointed 
out, so far he has not felt this objection with regard to what has come 
before the House. I think when we come to the other measiwes he will 
also find that they too are specific and '‘pointed”, as he said, and there is 
no difficulty in following their object. 

I now come to the objections raised by certain Honourable Members 
wdth regard to this particular measure. They said here is a long list of 
enactments which it is proposed to repeal wholesale and we are very appre¬ 
hensive that something might be done the significance of w^hich we have 
not been able to realise,—w(^ have been given no time to discover what 
exactly is intended. Two Honourable Members have used the expression 
that Government expect them to pass this Bill blindly Well, Sir, my 
grievance is the other way about. The notes on clauses give adequate 
explanations with regard to every re])eal and amendment proposed, and if 
Honourable Members will not open their eyes, they cannot complain that 
they are unable to see. 

I will now take some specific matters that have been mentioned. 
Mr. Lalchand Navalrai is rather perturbed by the feeling that by the repeal 
of a certain regulation which has proved itself very useful in his province 
things in that part of the co\intry might even be worse than they are to¬ 
day. T would draw his attention to tlie Note with reference to the parti¬ 
cular Regulation that he mentioned. Tlie Note is the last Note on clauses 
before the second sehedulo is mentioned, and it says; 

“These Repjulations are of a purely amending nature, and by virtue of section 6A 
of the General Clauses Act, 1897, they can now be removed from the Statute-book.’* 

If Mr. Navalrai had any apprehension, all that was necessary for him to 
do was to look up section 6A which provides that if an amending measure 
is itself repealed, then unless a contrary intention appears, the amendn cut 
which has been carried into effect shall not be affected by the repeal. That 
is to say, once an amending measure has become law, its object has been 
achieved and it can safely be repealed . . . 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: That should have been made clear. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan: It was made clear. 
The same applies to the 21 or so measures, to which attention has been 
drawn by Sir Homi Mody, more perhaps for the purpose of drawing atten¬ 
tion to tile fact that he has arrived this morning in the Assembly than to 
any particular objection to these repeals. 

Then one point was raised by Sardar Sant Singh, and it was this. He 
said why is a certain amendment effected in the Hindu Women’s Right to 
Property Act, 1937, and the Arya Marriage Validation Act, 1937, the Ex¬ 
planation is at page 2 of the Notes—the words omitted became inept when 
certain sections of the Government of India Act came into operation on 
the first day of April, 1937. The original Act had provided that the Act 
'.should apply to British Baluchistan and Sonthal Parganas, and should not 
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apply to Burma. Well, now, if the Burma part is repealed, it does noi 
become applicable to Burma because we cannot now legislate for Burma. 
With regard to British Baluchistan and Sonthal Parganas, this Act has 
already under the new constitution been applied by appropriate action to 
those areas so that these words have become unnecessary in this Act. If 
Honourable Members had only taken the trouble to go through the Notes on 
Clauses, and, if possible, where any doubts were raised, to refer not to the- 
original Acts so much as to the particular measures referred to as the result 
of which the continuance of the original Acts on the Statute-book had- 
become unnecessnrv or some nmendments had become necessary, they 
would have received complete satisfaction and that task would not have 
entailed more than half an hour or an hour’s study. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai; Where was the time? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan: The House rose 
yesterday at 12-25 p.m. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: Was not the Honourable Member ex¬ 
pected to enlighten us in his speech? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I had enlightened 
Honourable Members in the Notes on clauses. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The question is: 

“That the Bill to repeal certain enactments and to amend certain other enactments- 
be taken into consideration.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2, 3 and 4 were added to the Bill. 

The First Schedule and Second Schedule were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill be passed.” 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The question isr 
“That the Bill be passed.” 

Tlie motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN KEGISTEATION (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell (Home Member): Sir, I beg to- 
move: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Registration Act, 1908, for carUiit 
purposes, be taken into consideration.** 
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Mr. President (Tlie Ilonoiirahle Sir Abdur Rahim); The Chair is sorry 
to interrupt the Honourable Member, but today being Friday, it will per¬ 
haps be better to adjourn now. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter Past Two of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) in the Chair. 


The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Sir, when the House rose this, 
morning, I had moved: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Refristr^tion Act. 1908, for certain 
purposes, be taken into consideration." 

In view of the remarks which fell Irom certain Honoiiral)le Members in 
regard to the last item of the agenda, I will not leave llie House without 
some explanation of the contents of tlu‘ Bill. Section 17 (1) of the Indian 
Registration Act deals with documents of which the registration is compul¬ 
sory. Four classes of documents were originally specified in this sub-sec¬ 
tion, that is to say, those referred to in clauses (a), (b), (c) and (d) of that 
sub-section. Section 28 dealing with the place for registering documents 
relating to land covers the documents mentioned in these four clauses and 
provides that they shall be presented for registration in the office of the 
Sub-Registrar within whose sub-district tlu* wliole or some i)ortion of the 
property is situate. If the property is not situated wholly within one sub¬ 
district, the Sub-Registrar is recpiircd by section 64 of the' Act to send a 
memorandum of the document to every Sub-Registrar within whose juris¬ 
diction any part of the property is situate and that Siih-Registrar is also re- 
(luired to hie the memorandum in his book No. 1. But an additional 
clauijife (e), specifying a fresh class of documents relating tc, immovable 
property, of which tlie registration was com]uilsory, was added to section 
17 (1) by section 10 of the Transfer of Property (Amendment) Supplement¬ 
ary Act, 1920. When that was done, a corresponling addition should have 
been made to section 28 so that the same procedure should apply but by 
oversight this was omitted and the result is that dociuneuts referred to in 
clause (e) of section 17 (1) are now' governed by section 29 of the Act and 
are allowed to be registered at the office of a Sub-Registrar within wffiose 
jurisdiction no portion of the property is situated, ff this happens, the 
Sub-Registrar to whom the document is presented will neither index the 
property in his own office nor will he be bound under section 64 or 65 of 
the Act to send a copy of the memorandum or the document to other Sub- 
Registrars or Registrars wdthin wdiose local jurisdiction the property is 
situate. Consequently there will be no index of the immovable property 
assigned by such instruments in any registration office and the opportunities 
intended to be afforded by the Act to investigate the title to any property 
will be wanting. It is therefore proposed by means of clause 3 (a) of the 
Bill to make the requisite amendment in section 28 so ns to treat documents 
falling under clause (e) of section 17 (1) in the same way as the other 
classes of documents specified in that sub-section. 

The other section affected by the Bill is section 18 of the Registration 
Act. This is referred to in clause 2 of the Bill, and it deals with documents 
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the registration of which is oyjtional. The documents mentioned in clauses 
(a), (b) and (c) of this section correspond to those mentioned in clauses (b), 
(c) and (d) of section 17 (1), and these also are mentioned in section 28 of 
the Act so that the same provisions regarding place of registration and 
indexing will apply. Tn order that documents of the (‘lass referred to in 
clause (e) of section 17 (1), when the value is less than Bs. 100, should be 
subject to similar treatment as regards registration and indexing it is ad¬ 
visable that a corresponding clause .'^hould be added to section 18 and 
completed by a corresponding addition in section 28 of the Act. This is 
done by clause 2 and sub-clause (b) of clause 3 of the Bill. Sir, T move. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta); The question is: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Registration Act, 1908, for certain 
purposes, be taken into consideration.” 

The motion was adopted. 

(Clauses 2 and 3 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Sir, I move: 

■“That the Bill be passed.” 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The question is: 

■“That the Bill be passed.” 

The motion was adopted. 

THE CODE OF CIVIL PliOCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell (Home Member): Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, be taken into 
consideration.” 

As the House is aware, when the present Government of India Act was 
tioduced, the existing legislation was subjected to a process called 
adaptation in order that the provisions might be in accordance with the 
constitutional position resulting from the Act. This lengthy and compli¬ 
cated process has been performed with very few errors but this Bill relates 
to one of them. Section 29 of the Civil Procedure Code, which Honourable 
Members will find reproduced in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, 
relates to the service in British India of summonses issued by foreign courts 
and the words ‘snch courts’ occurring at the end of the proviso—the last 
words of the proviso—refer to the foreign courts issuing the summonses in 
question. The object of the adaptation was, of course, to preserve the 
same meaning while altering the authority but by mistake, w^hich is 
translated into legal phraseology by the words per incuriam, these words 
have been replaced in adaptation by the words ‘the courts of the province', 
that is, not the foreign courts but the courts in the province in which the 
sumrnonses are to be served, and, thus, the adaptation has altered the 
meaning and effect of the proviso in a manner which was not intended. 
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This mistake is to bo rectified by clause 2 (1) (bi (ii) and (iii) of tlie 
Bill. Those are the important clauses of the IMll. The other provisicms 
of clause 2 are inserted merel\ to make it clear tluit section 29 of the 
Civil Procedure (k)de applies to processes otlier than summonses, for 
instance, judi^nnents of a forei^m court which was the actual instanee in 
reyard to wliicli tiu' (pirstion arose. Clause 3 of the Pill is meia'ly a 
routine amendment to correct an obsolete reference. T think that explana¬ 
tion will be snnicient for the House to understand this simple measure 
Sir, I move. 


Mr. Deputy President (Mr. .\kb,i1 Chandra Datta): The (jnestion is; 

“That the Bill further to aniond the (>o(lo of ('ivil Proc< dure, 1908, be taken into 
consideration.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 and 3 were added to the Hill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: 8ir, 1 move: 

“That the Bill he passed.” 

Mr. Doputy President (Mr. Akhil ('handra Datta): Th(‘ (piestion is: 
“'that the Bill be passed.” 

The motion was adopted. 


THE CODE OE CBIMIXAL PBOCEDUBE (AMENDMENT) JULL. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell (Home Member): Sir, i move: 

“The the Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, be taken 
into consideration.” 

Chapter XL of the (Timinal Procedure Code relates to commissions for 
the examination of witnesses in criminal cases whose presence cannot 
easily be secured before the trying court and Honourable Members are 
familiar with its provisions. Before the separation of Burma, this section 
naturally applied to commissions issued by British courts to courts in 
Burma and vice versa but the separation of Burma has left us in a position 
in which the possibility of using this convenient procedure is removed, 
and in view of the considerable interchange of population between India 
and Burma, the necessity may arise at any time to make use of this 
procedure. It would, therefore, be desirable to establish a similar legal 
procedure on a reciprocal basis between British India and Burma and the 
Oovernment of Burma have agreed that if we pass legislation on these 
lines, they will undertake reciprocal legislation. The Bill, therefore, 
amends the Criminal Procedure Code so as to make the relevant provi¬ 
sions in Chapter Xli applicable as between British India and Burma; 
and in clause 1, snh-(‘lanse (j*) of the Bill it is provided that the legisla¬ 
tion will come into force on such date as the Central Government may 
notify, in order that the date may be notified when Burma has actually 
put through the necessary reciprocal legislation. Sir, I move. 

c 1 
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Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akliil (’hnndra ]>ilta); The question is: 

“The the Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, be taken 
into consideration." 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 and 3 ^^ere added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the IBilh 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Sir, T move: 

“That the Bill be passed." 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil (Tiandra Datta): The question is : 

“That the Bill be passod.” 

The motion was adopted. 

THE INDIAN COMPANIES (AMPINDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Member 
for Commerce and Labour): Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Companies Act, 1913, be taken inta 
consideration." 

This Bill seek's (o provide for (he custody of divkleiuis declared by the 
official liquidator of companies in liquidation which lie unclaimed and for 
the suhseciuent procedure to he followed if such (daims to su(*h monies- 
are Tiiade in future. There is aii old Act called the '‘Unclaimed Depo¬ 
sits Act” of 1866, but recent lej^al opinion has J)rought out that that Act 
is iH)t applicable to such unclaimed dividends because no suit may lie- 
with reference to them and tlu^ Unclaimed Dividends Act refers to suits, 
in courts. There is also a provision in the Presidency Towiis Insolvency 
Act hut that is not applica])le to proceedings under Part V of the Indiarr 
Companies Act. In these eircumstances. this Bill luis been drafted to 
provide for the custody of these unelainied dividends. They will be paid 
into the Ileserve Bank and will he held to the account of the Govern¬ 
ment, and if after a certain period there is no claim made, they will be- 
appropriated by the Government. If claims are made within Unit period, 
the applicant v.ill have to go to court and to make his claim and then 
the amount will be paid out of the funds in the Ileserve Bank to that 
particular account. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The question is: 

“Tliat the Bill further to amend the Indian Companies Act 1913, be taken into 

c-onaideration." 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill'. 
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“That the Bill be passed.“ 


Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The ..ue.tion is 

“That the Bill be passed.” 

The motion was adopttd. 


TFiE WAR DONATIONS AND INVESTMENTS (COMPANIES) BIF.E, 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Eamaswami Mudaliar: 

(Member for Commerce and laiboiir): Sir, 

'•That the Bill t-o enable cojupanies in JbitiMi India to niakj donations to public 
jiinds formed, ajul to make investments in (lovernment loans floaOid, for the purpose 
of assisting the prosecution of the present wai, be taken into consideration.” 

Sit, this Hill arises eiit of a (ieiinlte request tliat has come from some 
of the companies which have found ihetuselves handicapped b;. fheir 
memoranda of assoc'iation fc- make the donation or to iinest in war loans 
ns the vast majority of their members W(juld like to do. The Article of 
Association do not provide for it and therefore no extraordinary meeting 
or special meeting of the shareholders would help them or tlie directors 
to make the investment or to make the donation. Legal opinion was 
taken and it was as(!ertained that by a legal provision duly enacted only 
could this power he conferred. Tlie Bill providt's that this power will he 
exercised onlv at a special meeting of tht‘ ^liareholders. ddie directors are 
aiitliorised either to make the donation or to invest the fund for these 
particular purposes. Tliis concerns only those Associations or C()m])anies 
or Chibs wliich wisli to make these donations and (loAcrnment felt that if 
there was a demand from these A.ssociations or tTnhs that thi general 
shareliolders should have the power, (Government sliould facilitate their 
request by requesting this House to pass this measure. Sir, I move. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): ^Motion moved: 

“That the Bill to enable companies in British India to make donations to public 
funds formed, and to make investments in Government loans floated, for the purpose 
of assisting the prosecution of the present war, be taken into consideration.” 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab: Sikh): Sir, I have given notice for 
the circulation of this Bill. If you dispense with the rules of the time¬ 
limit, in that ease I am prepared to move the motion for circulation. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The amendment 
Avas received only today at 1-25 p.m. and it has not been circulated. Except 
with the consent oi the House, this amendment cannot be entertained. 
Does the Chair take it that there is an objection to the amendment being 
moved ? 

(Objection was taken.) 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan): It only requires the 
suspension of the Standing Rules. 
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Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil C/handra Datta): As objection is 
taken, tlu; Cliair tliinlcs it cannot he entertained. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir (Bombay City: Non-Muluiminadan Urban): Mr. 
Deputy President, I am qiiitt‘ in a‘>reernent with the principle of the Bill, 
hut I* am a little (hmhtfiil whether th(‘ Honourable Membia- will carry out 
the object lie has in view. May I ask one or two questions? One is of a 
legal character. Suppose there is a company whose Articles allow the 
Board of ])irectors to giv(‘ such donations or to subscribe to such loans 
and. particularl\, to the interest-free loan, then hy clause 3 of the JBll 
YOU would be depriving those Directors of those powers. Clause 3 gives 
those powers to the shareholders and if the Articles already prescribe' such 
powers to the Board of Directors subject to the approval of the share- 
lioldcrs, will von not be depriving those Boards of Directors of the powerS' 
tliey liave already obtained under their Articles of Memoranda? 1 am 
not (juitt* certain about it. Phis clause overrules and overrides all Articles 
of Memoranda that may lie in existence. Therefore, as F have said, I am 
not in a position to offer a legal opinion but I would like that Government 
should make sure that this will not have the effect I have just stat(M 
wlierebN the remedy will be worse than the disease. 

In the second [ilace. when compani(‘s give such powers, it is generally 
to the Ihaird of Directors subject to the sanction or tlu' approval of shart'- 
holders. IFere, if a company has not got such powers, e\ery time a dona¬ 
tion is to be made—the amount ma\ be Its. 5 or Bs. 5,(X)0 or Jts. 5,0(),0(X) 

_the sharehohh'rs’ approval and sanction will have to be obtained. That 

is not an eas> process. T would ask my Honourable friend, the Mover 
of this Bill, to consider that point. Would it not be wiser to give the 
power to the Board of Directors subject to the final ajiproval of the share¬ 
holders wlien they meet iu a general meeting, say, six months or nine 
moiitlis after (lie donation has been made. That is the usual method that 
companies jylopt when they desire to give such powers for donations. Of 
course, in most eompanies the directors have power to invest money in 
loans, but the dithculty comes m wdien it is tlie interest-free loan. No 
Articles ])ro\ idc tlial a eompanv shall subscribe to a loan which is interest- 
free. No such loan was ever lieard of. Therefor(‘, tlie difficulty has arisen 
that no company can invest in interest-free loans, not even with tluj sanc- 
tiuii of th(' shareholders, unless their Memoranda is eliaiigcd, which is a 
very tedious process. Nowy you propose to give this power not to the 
Board of Dir(>eto?’s but direcd to the sharehoiders' which will necessitate 
the calling of a special general meeting and in the case of big companies 
witli a largo number of sliareliolders, the cost of calling tlie meeting may 
very easily be eqiiival(uit to the donation. T know of companies in wdiose 
case it will cost a good penny to call a general meeting. It may cost 
thousands of rupees and the cost may very well run into more than the 
donation that the company desires to give. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria (Marwari Association: Indian Commerce): That 
will also he a donation to tlie Post Office! 

+ Wc iirt* 7iot asked to give a donation just now 

to the Post Of ice which vou uill he usked to give later on and T liopo von 
will f.ive it. At pri'senl ue are not asked to do that. 
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Sir, those are the difficulties that strike me and I am not prepared to 
move any amendment in the matter. It is a matter for the tiovernment 
to decide. I have brought two points to the notice of the Honourable 
Member and if the Government is satisfied that in the first case it will not 
U|.>set the Articles of Association whieh already give power to their Direct¬ 
ors to dc wliat they want and, secondly, if they think that giving this 
power to the shareholders is an effective method of fulfilling their object, 
I have nothing further to say. I may })oint out that Clubs stand on a 
very different footing to shareholders. A Club ma\ be a limited coiri- 
panv. It may be quite easy for the members to meet and pass a llesolu- 
tion. In that case, ’t would be just as easy to change their Memoranda 
for all purposes. It is a small affair. Hut with (jompanies and especially 
big companies it is a very different affair. I would suggest that the Hon¬ 
ourable IVIember should consider the points I have j)laced before hirm 
If a legislation is to be pa.ssed, let it be effective and let it ]>e something 
that will really do some good from o\ir point of vit'w and will facilitate 
companies subscribing to interest-free loans and giving such donations as 
thr'Y may desire. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: 

Sir, two issues have been raised by my Honourable friend, Sir Co^^asji 
Jehangir. Tbo first issu(‘ is wludher in thr case of a company whose 
Articles of Association authorise the directors to make such donations or 
to invest in such loans, there is anything in the proposed Bill which will 
militate against that position. I can give the categorical assurance that 
according to the legal advice that I have received, it is not so. C'lanse d 
of the Bill says: 

“Notwithstanding that the memorandum of association or the articles of association 
of the company do not enable it so to do,.“ 

Therefore, where the Aiticles of Association or Memoi’andum of Asso¬ 
ciation do authorise, that is not covered by this Bill at all. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: Authorise shareholders. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

Authorise directors under tlic Articles ot Association without the necessil\ 
for a sijccial meeting of the shartdiohlers: that positioii is not touched by 
this Bill at all. 

The second question is more difficult and it raises a question of policy . 
What the Honourable Member suggests is that as companies are very large 
and the task of convening a special meeting of the shareholders of the 
company will be financially very heavy, legislation may be promoted which 
would authorise Directors din'ctly to make such doTiations. Honourable 
Members will easily realise, that that is a matter of policy which ought to 
be left tO' the sfiareliolders to decide. If Direcdors, by themselves, 3 or 5 
or 7 of them take it into their head to make a donation for whatever 
laudable purpose it may be and for purposes then approved by the 
Government, still it will not be fair to the shareholders that donations 
either of particular amount or of an amount which the shareholders 
disapprove of should be wiade by the directors direct. The Honourable 
Members suggested that it might be ratified afterwards. I can understand 
that in case of investments, the shareholders may meet and ask the 
Directors to cancel investments already made or to reinvest that money 
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in some other form, hut where donations have been made unless you put 
in a provision, that the Directors will be mulcted and will be asked to 
repay the amount of donation already made, if shareholders do not approve 
of it, the shareholders have no remedy. Honourable Members will easily 
realise that that is not a position which Government can ask the share¬ 
holders to take up by legislation. It is on these grounds that this Bill 
has been drafted in this particular form. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: May I ask one question? Why is it that under the 
existing Companies’ Act, there is no arrangement for the companies to 
get their Articles of Association or Memorandum of Association altered 
at any time? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

That would require a very cumbersome procedure. 

Mr. Doputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta); The question is: 

“That the Bill to enable companies in British India to make donations to public 
funds formed, and to make investments in Government loans floated, for the purpose 
of assisting the prosecution of the present war, be taken into consideration.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 and 3 were added to the Bill. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The question is: 

“That clause 4 stand part of the Bill.” 

Sir George Spence (S('crotar\, T.cgislative Department): With your 
permission, I mov(‘ an amendment to correct a misprint which lias occur¬ 
red in the last line of clause 4. Inhere is a reference in the last line to 
■section 2 winch should he section 3. I move: 

“That in the last line of clause 4, for the word and figure ‘section 2’, the word 
and figure ‘section 3’ be substituted.” 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The question is: 

“That in the last line of clause 4, for the word and figure 'section 2\ the word 
and figure ‘section 3 be substituted.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The question is: 

“That clause 4, as amended, stand part of the Bill.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 4, as amended, was added to iilae Bill. 

Clause 5 was added tO' the Bill. 

Clause I was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill, as amended, be passed.” 
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Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chamlra Datta): The question is: 

‘That the Bill, as amended, be passed.” 

The motion was adopted. 


THE RESERVE BANK OE INDIA (THIRD AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member); Sir, 1 move: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Reserve Bank of India, Act, 1934, be taken 
into consideration.” 

Under sub-section (Z) of section 42 of the Reserve Bank Act, all 
scheduled banks are required to maintain with the Reserve Bank a daily 
minimum balance equal to fiv(i per cent, of their dennand liabilities and 
two per cent, of their time liabilities. Sub-section (d) of that section pro¬ 
vides a penalty for defaults in the maintenance of the prescribed minimum 
balance. That penalty is that the Reserve Bank can charge the defaulting 
banks penal interest on the amount in default and for the tmie the default 
continues. Now, Sir, the charging of this penal interest is the only sanc¬ 
tion which the Reserve Bank is able to enforce. There is nothing in the 
Act to prevent a scheduled bank from withdrawing these deposits even to 
the full amount so long as it is prepared to pay the penal interest. Thus, 
a scheduled bank finding itself in an illiquid position and unable to provide 
cash to meet its liabilities in any other manner is able to withdraw funds 
which should properly be maintained intact with the Reserve Bank. This 
is obviously a highly unsatisfactory position, and entirely contrary to the 
intention of this House when making that provision in the Reserve Bank 
Act. The position has been prominently brought to notice by the failure of 
certain banks. As a preliminary step towards dealing with this matter, the 
Government published last year a letter from the Reserve Bank explaining 
the legal position under section 42. The Bank felt that the public would 
bo misled by section 42 into thinking that a scheduled hank was virtuallv 
unable to withdraw the minimum cash balance and so the Reserve Ba d: 
made it clear in this letter which we published that in the last resort the 
only thing which the Reserve Bank could do was to charge this penal 
interest and that so long as the bank went on paying this penal interest, 
it could go on defaulting even to the whole extent of its minimum cash 
balance. 

Mr. P. E. James (Madras: European): What was the amount of the 
penal interest? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I will read sub-section (3) of 
section 42: 

“If at the close of business on any day before the day fixed for the next return, the 
balance held at the Bank by any scheduled bank is below the minimum prescribed in 
sub-section (/) such scheduled Bank shall be liable to pay to the bank in respect of 
each such day penal interest at a rate of three per cent, above the bank rate on the 
amount by which the l)alance with the Bank falls short of the prescribed minimum, 
and if on the day fixed for the next return such balance is still below the prescribed 
minimum as disclosed by this return, the rates of penal interest shall be increased 
to a rate five per cent, above the bank rate in respect of that day and each subse¬ 
quent day on which the balance held at the Bank at the close of business on that day 
is below the prescribed minimum.” 
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Mr. F. E. James: That is nothing for people who want to defraud I 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: That was the first stop taken to 
remove misapprehensions in tlie minds of tlie public and tlie depositors with 
regard to the very limited scope of this section. The Keserve Bank have 
been watching the position carefully and have recently reported that there 
has been no improvement in the direction of a decrease of defaults by 
scheduled banks in the maintenance of their statutory deposits. On the 
contrary the position has further deteriorated. What is more, in a number 
of cases the default is jjersistent and serious. These recurring and ])i‘rsis- 
tent defaults obviously threaten to render completely nugatory the provi¬ 
sion of section 42 requiring scheduled banks to maintain deposits with the 
Beserve Bank. The central board of the bank reviewed the whole position 
at meetings which they held recently and they came to the conclusion that 
in the interests of sound banking early steps should be taken to tighten up 
the effectiveness of section 42 in this respect; otherwise there was the 
danger that persistence in unsound methods of which these defaults were 
symptomatic might end in the liquidation of several banks. Accordingly 
the central board have recommended immediate legislation to amend sec¬ 
tion 42. and the model which they have taken is a provision of the Indian 
Companies Act which already applies to banking companies which are not 
scheduled banks. And the curious thing which T want specially to bring 
to the notice of the House is this that the legislation which tliis House has 
passed in recent years has had the effect actually of being more stringent 
in the case of non-scheduled banks than in the case of scheduled banks 
who by the very fact of their status as scheduled banks naturally command 
primn facie a greater confidence in the depositing public. The provision of 
the Indian Companies Act I shall exydain in a moment. But in the case of 
non-scheduled banks they do not of course have to maintain their cash 
deposit with the Besorve Bank but they have to maintain a cash deposit 
and a return of the amount so held on the Friday of each week of the 
prccedm^ monlh has to be fi^ed with the Begistr.ar. Sub-section (4") of 
section 277 (11) of the Indian Companies Act provides as follows: 

“Tf is nndo in complyinfr with tho requirements of * * * section 

as to the maintenance of a cn.sh reserve, every director or other officer of the hank 
who is knowint^ly and wilfully a party to the default shall he liable to a fine not 
exceedin'^ five hundred rupees for everv day dnrinor which tho default continues; and 
if default is made in complvin'.; with the reqnire'monts of this section as to the filing 
of the statement, etc.”, {irhiclt J hnvn jufft mpvfiopprJ), ‘‘to a fine not exceeding one 
hundred rupees for everv day during which the default continues.” 

The Central Board of the Beserve Bank are strongly of opinion that at 
least this sanction should be applicable to scheduled banks 
^ as it is already applicable to non-schcduled banks. They 

have recommended that after a certain period of grace, namely, up to the 
(bitv iixod for tlie third return under section 42 (2 ),—these are weekly re¬ 
turns relating to the state of affairs on Friday of each week,—the directors 
and officers of the defaulting bank who are knowingly and wilfully parties 
to the default should become liable to a fine not exceeding five hundred 
rupees for every day during which the default continues,—that is, the same 
penalty as in the case of non-scheduled banks. But the central board of 
the bank further desire that provision should be made to the effect that 
after the period of grace referred to above the Beserve Bank should be 
empowered to serve notice at their discretion on the defaulting bank prohi¬ 
biting it from accepting any fresh deposits until the minimum balance 
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with the Reserve Rank has been restored, and that persons knowingly and 
wilfully parties^ to any transgression after notice should be liable to a fine 
not exceeding five hundred rupees for every day during which fresh deposits 
are accepted and retained by the defaulting bank. 

These provisions are admittedly severe but in our opinion they are not 
too severe for the state of affairs which they are intended to remedy. The 
effect will be to force the defaulting bank either to comply with the provi¬ 
sions of section 42 or, if its condition is already so serioiis that it cannot 
provide the minimum cash deposit, then instead of hiding up this state of 
affairs and continuing to trade and to mislead its depositors and the public 
it will be forced into liquidation. That is a desirable development, in my 
opinion, in order to prevent a scandalous position whicli is liable to arise 
under the existing law. Let me remind the House what tin* position 
actually is. The position is that you have banks which are already in 
such a desperate condition that they cannot maintain with a Reserve* Bank 
a minimum cash deposit of five per cent, of their d<*mand liabilities or two 
per cent, of their time liabilities. The Reserve Bank, the function of which 
in the Central banking system of this country T need not explain, is. there¬ 
fore, aware of the condition of these banks. Nevertheless, apart from 
merely charging this penal interest it is absolutely helpless and is quite 
unable to save the depositors or the trading public from the effects of the 
continuance of this state of affairs. That is a situation to which T think 
the eTuthet “scandalous” may well be ayqdied and T think it is fair to say 
that, when this House made these provisions for minimum safeguards, in 
the liquid assets of these banks, it never contemplated that they could be 
evaded in this manner .... 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan): What is the approximate 
number of such banks according to the information of the Reserve Bank? 
I do not want the names, only the number. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: I have not got before me at this 
moment that information; but the Central Board are of the opinion that 
the position is sufticiently discpiieiing to require immediate remedy. 

There is only one other point on which [ might touch and that is tliis: 
it is well-known that the question of a comprehensive piece of banking 
legislatif u lias bc'cn under tlu* consideration of (loverimient and of the 
Rest*rve Bank for some time and opinions on the subject have been in 
process of collection, ft will take some time before a comprehensive 
mecasure of that kind can be framed in all its details and laid before this 
House and it is the definite view, both of Government and of the Reserve 
Bank, that this particular matter ought to be taken up in advance of that 
general legislation. Sir, T move. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Halta): Motion moved: 

“That tlu* 15i11 further to amend the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, be taken 
into consideration.” 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan Rural): Sir, there are two points to which I would like to 
draw attention. One is that in these days when everything is upset on 
account of war conditions, it is not desirable to place scheduled banks in a 



:266 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[8th Nov. 1940. 


[Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad.] 

more embarrassing condition. Mr. Aney inquired what would be the num¬ 
ber of banks which would be placed iii this position. I would like to know 
too what would be the effect of this measure which is now before us. It 
will certainly be more embarrassing to the banks which are already suffer¬ 
ing on account of war conditions. There may be some banks with whom 
the fortunate merchants deal and who may be in a prosperous condition; 
but there may be other banks which have business connections with per¬ 
sons who are at present not in very fortunate positions: they will probably 
suffer and therefore it is very desirable that we should visualise in our 
mind what would be the effect of this measure. The Finance Member has 
not given any picture or descri])tion of that effect. T am sure that those 
banks which have got connections in Europe will be in a very good position, 
but some of the minor banks who have got no such connection and who are 
now included in the scheduled banks may suffer a good deal by virtue of 
this amendment now before us. The Honourable the Finance Member has 
not told us very clearly what would be the position of these banks. 

The second point, which I think is somewhat relevant to the particular 
issue, is this: taking section 42 (2) of the Ileserve Bank Act, it says the 
banks have to show their accounts under five different heads—currency 
notes and also coins. Under what head will one-rupee note come in? 
“Will it be shown under Rupees or under paper currency? We ought to 
know this clearly. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (T^aw Member). There 
•are no one-rupee notes: there are ])aper rupees but there are no rupee notes. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: The ITonourable Member tries to make tne 
believe that paper rupee is silver rupee. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: It is a pa])er rupee: 1 
am not saying it is a silver rupee. Tf somebody took a hundred-rupee note 
to the Reserve Bank and they gave him a hundred paper rupees, they 
would have discharged their obligation. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: My fritmd may read the Reserve Bank Act: 
it says “The amounts held in India in rupee coin.” Can he call this 
paper a rupee coin? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The Honourable Member has a 
question down on this subject, T think, in a few days’ time, in the answer 
to which I shall explain the position to him. I suggest that this is entirely 
irrelevant to the purpose of the present Bill. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: It does concern us here because in calculating 
these amo\ints they will have to show coin se])arately and notes separately. 
The banks ought clearly to be told. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The term cash includes notes as 
well as coins, so that for the purpose of a minimum cash deposit it does 
not matter whether they are silver rupees or one-rupee notes or hundred- 
j*uj)ees notes or what they are. 
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Dr. Sir Zlauddin Ahmad: T am reading from the Reserve Rank Act: 

“Every scheduled bank shall send to the Governor General in Council and to the 
Bank a return signed by two responsible officers of such bank showing : 

(a) the amounts of its demand and time liabilities, respectively, in India, 

(b) the total amount held in India in currency notes of the Government of 

India and bank notes, 

(c) the amounts held in India in rupee coin and subsidiary coin, respectively 


The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: To make the point clear, by the 
Ordinance by which one-rupeo notes were introduced, those note's were 
made, for the purposes of the Reserve Rank Act, equivalent to rupee coin, 
so that if a bank holds one-rupee notes, they are returned as rupee coin. 

Dr, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: By the Ordinance issued by the Government 
of India we should take for granted that this ()Ui;-r.»pe('. note is ready equi¬ 
valent to silver coin,—a silver note. I thought that Parliament alone can 
do everything except making a man a woman or a woman a man: but I 
find that the Government of India by means of Ordinances can make silver 
into paper and paper into silver. 1 know that the Ordinance making 
power can Ix' used for many things but I never thought that it could be 
used in this sense, and to make us believe that a paper rupee is really a 
silver rupee. 

Coming to the point, I think it is very desirable that the Pinance Mem¬ 
ber now or at some later stage should tell us very definitely what would be 
the effect of this change on some of these scheduled banks, especially those 
which have no connections in Europe. With tlu'si' words 1 resume my 
seat. 


The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, I am afraid that I am not 
in a position to tell the FTonourable Member exactly what would be the 
effect at the present time of this amendment. T can tell him this, that 
very large numbers of non-acliediiled Banks up and down the country have 
all ’along been subject to this penalty if they did not comply with the re¬ 
quirements of maintaining a minimum cash denosit, and that every seund 
Scheduled Rank should certainly maintain this minimum cash deposit, 
that it always was the intention, and it is obviously a very elementary 
requirement of sound banking that a cash deposit not loss than this should 
bo maintained by the Bank. T have already pointed out that if a Bank 
is in such a had’ position that it is quite unable to provide this minimum 
cash deposit, then to allow it to go on trading and accepting further depo¬ 
sits is a much more serious danger than that of forcing it to come out in 
the open and he liquidated. That is the point which T would like the 
Honourable Member and this House to direct their attention upon, thiit it 
a Bank is quite unable to maintain this minimum cash deposit, then things 
are already so seriously wrong with it that it should not be allowed to 
continue because it accepts further deposits from trust funds and ignorant 

members of the public. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: What about the panic which is now prevalent? 


The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Well, Sir, the position is that of 
a patient who is already in a very dangerous condition— nothing that you 
can do can make him worse; and on the other hand, if you allow 
tion to remain a secret while you yourself arc aware of it, you may endan,.. 
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the lives of other liealthy people. Is it or is it not your duty to see that tlie 
stati' of alTairs is promptly terminated or brought to li^ht and deidt with? 
That is all L have to say, Sir. 

Mr. Deputy President (^fr. Akhil (diandra Datta): The question is: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Re.serve Bank of India Act, 1934, be toiken 
into contsideration.’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

(’lause 2 was added to the; Hill. 

(danse 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Prearnble were added Jio the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: Sir, I move: 

“'that the Bill be passe<l.” 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Bhandra Datta): The question is: 

“That the Bill be passed.” 

The motion was adopted. 

THE MOTOR SPlllJT (DUTIES) AMENDMENT Blld.. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Sir, 1 move: 

“That the bill further to amend the Motor Spirit (Duties) Act, 1917, be taken 
into consideration.” 

This Bill, although it appears to embody a somewhat formidable delini- 
tion, is really of a very simple character. As Honourable Member.? are 
.aware, power alcohol is now being manufactured in India, and it is used 
in admixture with ordinary petrol to form motor spirit. Legislation has 
already been passed in at least one province giving the Local (jovernment 
power to make the admixture of power alcohol with petrol conq)ulsory. 
Now, the position from the point of view of the motor spirit duty is this. 
As soon as the power alcohol is mixed with petrol, then the whole of that 
becomes motor spirit within the existing definition, and duty is j)ayable 
already on the whole of that mixture; but the technical position is that 
until the power alcohol is mixed with the motor spirit, it is not liable to 
the motor spirit, duty. That is an inconvenient position, because it would 
mean that the usual supervision that is exercised in order to prevent evasion 
of duty would have to be exercised in a large number of places where the 
mixing of the power alcohol with the petrol takes place. The object of 
this Bill is to remove that inconvenience by making the power alcohol 
liable to the motor spirit duty, immediately it is produced. That object 
is achieved by amending the definition of motor spirit so as to include 
power alcohol as well as the forms of motor spirit which were formerly 
more familiarly. . . . 

Sir H. P. Mody (Bombay Millowners’ Association: Indian Commerce): 
Is power alcohol used for any other purpose? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy RaUunan: No. Alcohol of a purity which 
is suitable for this purpose has to be denatured in order to comply with 
the provincial excise requirements, otherwise it would be alcohol which 
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could be dnink. If it is denatured in a manner wliieli renders it unfit 
to be mixed with petrol, that woidd defeat the ])urpose, ^and so the main 
denaturant is peti’ol ils(df. A certain amount of ])etrol is put into pcAver 
alcohol, and, as a matter of fact, when that is don(‘, the ])OWRr ah'oliol 
already immediately becomes liable to the duty, but in case any other 
denaturant w(‘re used, it would bo ])ossihle to arp;iie that the power alcohol 
was not liable to the Motor Spirit Duty at that stage. . . 

Mr. F. £. James (Madras: European): What is a person liable to if 
he drinks power alcohol? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The object is to tighten the 
provisions with a view to that contingency. Sir, I move. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): Motion mo^ed: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Motor Spirit (Duties) Act, 1917, be taken 
into consideration.” 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea (Calcutta Suburbs: Xon-Miihammadan); On a 
point of information. T wish to ask—whether Pvovincial Governments are 
entitled at the present moment to tax power alcohol? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: As l>i. Banerjea is no doubt 
aware, as a result of the case which came before the Federal Court last 
year, a Sales Tax on motor spirit can he levied by a Provincial Govern¬ 
ment. The excise on motor spirit and on power alcohol will still, under 
the constitution, belong to the Centre. 

Mr. F. £. James: What is the difference between an excise and a sales 
tax? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the judgment of the Federal Court. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The question is: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Motor Spirit (Duties) Act, 1917, be taken 
into consideration.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill be passed.” 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The question is: 

“That the Bill be passed.” 

The motion was adopted. 
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Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): Sir Jeremy 
Ilaisman. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: In regard to the next motion* 
which is down in my name (No. 33), 1 find that there are several Members 
in this House who feel that the Bill requires some further study on 
their part and that they have not been able in the short time that it 
has been before them, to obtain full information on its effect and on 
its significance. 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur liahim) 
r(‘sumed the Chair.] 

In these circumstances. Sir, I do not wish to make the motion at 
this stage. 


THE INDIAN MEKCHANDISE IMARKS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Mem¬ 
ber for ('ommerce and Labour): I beg to move : 

“That the Bill further to amend the law relating to fraudulent marks on merchan¬ 
dise be refcried to a Sjelect Committee consisting of Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan,. 
Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang, Mr. J. D, Boyle, Dr. P. N. Banerjea, Rao Sahib N. 
Sivaraj, Sir Homy Mody, Mr. T. S. S. Pillay and th.e Mover, and that the number of 
members whose presence shall be necess.ary to constitute a meeting of the Committee 
shall be five.” 


Sir, the House will recall that during the last Budget Session it 
passed a Bill relating to trade marks which has since become law. This 
Bill is, in essence, a corollary to that measure, a corollary in more senses 
than one. in the first place, the same procedure which was udoiited w ith 
reference to the eliciting of public opinion in regard to the Trade Marks 
Bill has also been adopted with reference to this measure. A special 
officer w^as appointed to make a report. That report was first circulated 
to Provincial Governments and commercial associations. A draft Bill 
was thereon framed. The draft Bill was similarly circulated to all com¬ 
mercial organisations, and with the mass of information before us and 
with the help of the views of Local Governments and commercial bodies, 
this Bill has been finally framed. A co]'‘troversy also which was raging 
for over thirty years over the questipn whether the Merchandise Marks 
Act should he amended in particular directions is also proposed to be 
settled by this Bill wdiich I liave the honour of moving. 


The last Merchandise Marks Act was passed in the year 1889, fifty 
years ago, and it closely corresponded to similar legislation which existed 
at the time in the United Kingdom. It provided for the protection of 
the consumer against misrepresentations in respect of goods purchased by 
him, for the safeguarding of the interests of the trading community by 
preventing goods manufactured by a particular person being passed off as 
gocKls manufactured by another person, and, lastly, for special protec¬ 
tion to British and Indian traders by requiring foreign goods bearing their 
name or trade mark to be marked with a special counter indication of 
the country of origin. During these fifty years our trade has increased 


That the Bill further to amend the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, and to make 
certain transitory provisions with respect to the operation of that Act on the coming 
into force of Part TI of the Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Act, 1939, be taken into 
consideration. 
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-enorniously in both directions. Our imports have grown not merely in 
volume but in variety. Our industries have developed and we are pro¬ 
ducing many more goods than we did in 1889. The commercial commu¬ 
nity, therelorc, wants much greater protection to be atlorded that lias 
been possible under the Act of 1889, and the provisions embodied in the 
various clauses ot this liiil seek in some measure to meet tiie wislies of 
the ('ommereial community, In the lirst place, the definition of trade 
rnai'k which was then based, as 1 said, on the United Kingdom Merchrm- 
dise Marks Act, did give room to cerlaiu anomalies. Foreign trade marks 
were, in certain respects, placed in a more favouralile position than Imlian 
tra<l(i marks, because, if a foreign trade mark was merely registered but 
was not used in India, it still had the protection given to it under the 
Indian Penal ('ode. Ify the delinition that we have adopted now by 
an amendment, through one of the clauses of this ihll. whereby the 
definition of a tradc^. mark in the Indian Penal Uoih' will lx- llip same as 
the delinition of a trade mark in the recently enacted Trade Marks Kegis- 
tration Act, that anomaly is sought to be removed. Secondly, with 
ref(‘rence to the United Kingdom goods there is no need for an indication 
of the country of origin at all, and it has been a common complaint among 
the Indian traders that by the use of Indian names without a counter 
indication of the country of origin, the ccmsuining public and the 
trading public were oltmi mislead into believing that the jiroduct was 
of an Indian origin. That anomaly also is sought to be removed. Thirdly, 
under clause 11 (a), a clear indication of the country of origin in cases 
where goods bore the name of a place similar to the one in the United 
Kingdom or llritish India is required and is extended to cover names in 
the Indian States also. Under these provisions the (iovernment hope 
that the position of the commercial community will be placed on a much 
sounder footing and that there will he no room either with reference to 
the consuming public or the trading public, for that conscious or uncons¬ 
cious passing off which was still possible under the Indian Merchandise 
Marks Act of 1889. Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Kahim): The question is: 

“That the Bill furtlur to amend the law rehiting to fraudulent marks on mereha.i 
-disc be referred to a Select Committee eonsistinjr of Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan, 
Syed Chulani Rhik Nairang, Mr. J. D. Boyle, Dr. P. N". Banerjea, Rao Sahih N 
Sivaraj, Sir Homy Mody, T. S. S. Pilla’. and the Mover, and that the number of 
members whose presence shall he necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee 
shall bo five.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Haliim); The (Jhair under¬ 
stands that it is not necessary to meet tomorrow, and the Chair is asked to 
announce that the meeting for tomorrow is cancelled. We meet next 
Monday. The Assembly is adjourned till 11 o’clock on Monday. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Monday, 
the 11th November, 1940. 
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Monday, 11th November, 1940 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur 
Eahim) in the Chair. 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
(d) Oral Answers 

t34*-42^ 

Training of Indian Pilots and Mechanics foe the Air Force. 

43. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Defence Secretary be pleased 
to state how many Indian pilots and mechanics have been trained in 
India by Government for the Air Force since the commencement of the 
war? At which places did they receive the training and at what cost? 

(b) Do Government propose to train in India pilots and mechanics for 
the Air Force? If so, how many each year, and at which places will they 
get the training and on what terms? 

(c) How much will be the cost of training each pilot, and who will bear 
the cost? 

(d) Will these pilots and mechanics be trained for permanent purposes 
for the Air Force in India, or for the present war purposes only? 

(e) Have Government received any applications from candidates for 
pilots and mechanics’ training? If so, how many and from which 
nationalities? 

Mr. C. M. O. Ogilvie: (a) and (b). Government are training Indian 
pilots and mechanics for the Indian Air Force. In order to provide a 
reserve of trained pilots and mechanics Government have arranged to 
train 300 pilots and 2,000 mechanics in one year under the Civil Avia* 
tion Training Scheme at Civil Flying Clubs and in addition 72 pilots and 
327 mechanics have been or are being trained by the Air Force itself 
at service training schools in Risalpur, Ambala and Lahore. The Initial 
Flying Training School which has now been established will train 50 
officers at a time. 

(c) The cost will be approximately Rs. 4,300 for each pilot and 1,350 
for each mechanic under the Civil Aviation Training Scheme and the 
cost of the more advanced training at Service Training Schools is approxi* 
mate^y Rs. 16,000 for each pilot. This cost in each case will be borne 
by the Government of India. 

(d) It is impossible at this stage to say what will happen after the 
war. 


t For these questions and answers, i<ee pages 283—97 of these debates. 
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(e) Yes, many thousands of initial applications and enquiries have 
been received. Approximately 18,000 for pilots and 38,000 for mecha¬ 
nics. 3,297 who appeared prim a facie suitable returned completed appli¬ 
cation forms for recruitment as pilots, and 2,900 for recruitment as 
mechanics. A statement showing the origin of the candidates is laid on 
the table. 


Civil aviation flyino training scheme No. 2. 

showing the number of applications in the prescribed form received from the various 
provinces, and the number selected for interview at each centre. 


Plac9 of interview. 

Name of Province. 

1 No. of 

i applications 

I received. 

New Delhi .... 

Delhi ...... 

176\187 


Jaipur and Jodhpur 

12/ 

Karachi .... 

Sind ...... 

38 

Lahore .... 

Punjab ..... 

867"! 


Punjab Staten .... 

65 ^978 


N.-W. F. Province and Baluchistan 

46 J 

Lucknow .... 

United Provinces .... 

442 

Patna ..... 

Bihar . 

155 

Calcutta .... 

Assam . . . . . i 

64 \ 626 


Bengal. . . . . . 1 

472/ 

Cuttack .... 

Orissa ...... 

12 

Madras .... 

Madras ..... 

367 \ 520 


Madras States .... 

169/ 

Secunderabad 

Hyderabad . 

13 

Nagpur .... 

Central Provinces . 

87 

Bombay .... 

Bombay . . . . . j 



Central India and Rajputana States, 

49 >'333 


Bombay States 

25 J 
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Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: With regard to clause (aj, my question was 
how many Indian pilots have been actually trained—not how many liave 
to be trained? 

hSl, 0. M. O. Ogilvie: My figures relate to those who have been or are 
being trained and in various stages of completion of training for the Indian 
Air Force. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know how many have been trained up 
to this time? 

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie: I shall require notice of that. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: The question is, how many up to now have 
been trained. Are they working or not? 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie: I have given the best answer 1 can. 
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IMr, Lalchand Navaliai: May I know if any has been sent to England 
for work? 

Mr. 0. M. Q-, Ogilvie: 24 have l^een sent to the United Kingdom, but 
their training is by no means complete. 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande: May I know how many training centres you 
have in JnJia*.'^ 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: There are training schools for the Air horce 
squadrons at llisalpur and Ambala and another one for initial training at 
Lahore. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: With reference to clause (d), may 1 know if 
these pilots and mechanics have been informed that they are not being 
trained for permanent purposes, but only for the purposes of the war, 
.and that, after the war, they will have to go? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: Yo>. E\Lry one is now enlisted for the einer- 
:gency only. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May 1 know why they are not being taken 
permanently, so that we may liave these men permanently? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: It is quite impossible to know what the perma¬ 
nent re(iuirenients will l^e after the war. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: If the pilots are being trained for pennanent 
purposes, w'e can know liiat tliey will bo useful hereafter? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: They will certainly be eligible for permanent 
commissions after the war, 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande: Are tliere any pilots wdio are in charge of 
squadrons? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: Yes, the Indian Air Eorce is under the com¬ 
mand of an Indian squadron leader. 

Ml*. Badri Dutt Pande: How many Indian pilots are in 'charge of 
air squadrons? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: I shall require notice of that. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: What is the strength of the ground 
engineers at the present moment? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: 327. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: How many of these are Indians? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: All of them are Indians. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: With reference to clause (e), may I know 
how many pilots have been accepted and selected, and by whom? 

A 2 
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Mr. 0. M. a. Ogilvie: The Air Force have selected those for whom 
they had vacancies, and the remainder have been selected by the Director 
of Civil Aviation. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Do Government propose to have these 
training centres in every province or not? 


Idr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie; Not at present. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam OlieUiar: In view of the fact that these 
men have to serve in the Air Force in England, may I know whether 
any arrangement has been made by which the expenses of training them are 
met by the British revenues? 

Mr. 0. M. 0. Ogilvie: The expenses of training all these 24 men are 
being met entirely by the United Kingdom. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I know whether in the list of these candi¬ 
dates Anglo-Indians have been shown separately or they have been in¬ 
cluded among Indians? 


Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie; I have got no separate figures for Anglo-Indians 
here. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May 1 know if an overwhelming number of these 
are Anglo-Indians? 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie: No, Sir. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Honourable Member lay down the pro¬ 
portion of the Anglo-Indians to genuine Indians? 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Will the Honourable Member kindly 
inform us whether he can say what a genuine Indian is? 

Sardar Sant Singh. I think the Honourable Member has been loner 
enough here io know that. ® 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: I do not know. I want you to tell 

me. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Order, order. Next 
(question. 


Issue of one Rupee Notes without the Agency of the Reserve Bank 

OF India. 


AT *1’ Sir Ziauddln Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance 
Member please state whether it is not a fact that the Government of Ind’a 
issued one rupee notes directly and not through the Reserve Bank? 


(b'j Is such action not contrary to the provisions of the Reserve Bank 
of India Act? 

(c) In case the issue of notes is a war expedient, do Government 
propose to modify the Act by an ordinance or amend the Act? 


The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the 
Currency Ordinance, promulgated on the 24th July, 1940. 
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TMr. Lalchand Navalrai: May 1 know from the Honourable Member 
whether this one rupee note is a note with a “promise to pay” or 
merely a paper promise? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: It is a token coin. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalxai: What is the backing of it? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The backing is the same as 
that behind the rest of our token coin. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Was this note printed before this war or 
printed during the war? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I would invite the Honourable 
Member’s attention Ivd the^ Press Communique which was issued at the 
time when these notes were first put out. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know what is the total amount issued 
by Government of the one rupee notes which are now current? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I am afraid 1 cannot give the 
Honourable Member that impromptu; I shall require notice. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May 1 know whether it is intended to withdraw 
these notes and issue notes of a bigger size and of more amenable or 
convenient use in the near future? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Yes, Sir, that is the intention. 

Mr. Iialchand Navalrai: May I know if the backing of these paper 
notes is silver or sterling? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The question of backing does 
not arise in regard to a paper rupee; it is not a currency note. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maatra: Is it not a fact that these notes had 
been printed long before the declaration of war, but were not put into 
circulation because it was thought that these notes were not suitable? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: No, Sir. It is true they were 
printed a considerable time before the declaration of war, but the reason 
why tliey were not put into circubition was that the emergency for which 
they were prepared did not actually arise. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Have Government received complaints with regard 
to these notes that the working classes and the agriculturists find it 
difficult to take care of these notes and how they are either being mutilated 
or dropped down or spoilt by perspiration, and so on? Have Government 
received any complaints from district officers or the Reserve Bank on 
this subject? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Up to the present, these notes 
have not percolated very widely in rural areas, and in urban areas they 
have been received with satisfaction and have contributed greatly to the 
fiolution of an exceedingly inconvenient problem. 
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Mr. Manu Subsdax: Are Government aware that the industrial em- 
plovers everywhere in the eountry are much perturbed, and that the 
workmen are finding it difh(nilt to carry these notes and to convert them,, 
and ha? their attention been drawn to a letter in the Statesman sometime 
ago where it was stated that there was a discount on these notes in the 
Jamshedpur area? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I am not aware that these notes- 
have gone to a discount anywhere. I am aw^are that the occasion on 
which they were issued was one in which great inconvenience w^as being 
felt by the general public because of the absence of a one-rupee coin or 
note, and that the issue of these notes did greatly relieve that embarrass¬ 
ing situatmn. 


Haulana Zafar All Khan: Will the Honourable Member please tell ua 

W’hat is the number of traders who were actually prosecuted for having 
refused to cash currency notes V 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I have not got that information 

in my head. 

Mr. Badri Butt Pande: Are Government aware that agriculturists and 
tenants find great difficulty in cashing these notes in rural areas? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: No. Sir. I am not aware that 

these one-rupec notes to which 1 presume the Honourable Member refers- 
come up against that particular difficulty. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Next question. 

Relaxation of the Financial Control of the Government of India over 
THE Supply Department. 

46. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance 
Member be pleased to state whether he gave, sanction to all the new posts 
created by the Supply Department? 

(b) Were he and his Department satisfied that the salaries demanded 
were not extravagant? 

(c) Will the Honourable Member please state the reasons for excluding 
the Supply Department from the financial control which the Government, 
of India are exercising over the expenditure of all Departments? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: (a) Sanctions to new posts are 
accorded with the prior concurrence of the Finance Department, when such 
concurrence is required under the rules. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The expenditure of the Supply Department is subject to the same 
financial control as expenditure of other Departments of the Government of 
India. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know whether, with regard to (b), these 
salaries were demanded by the parties engaged or whether they were offered 
by the Government? 
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The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I do not think it is appropriate to 
say that the salaries were demanded; the salaries were proposed by the De¬ 
partment after considering all the circumstances. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May I know whether it is not a fact that the 
salaries in almost all cases except one were higher than the salaries which 
they were getting in their own Departments? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I do not think that that is 
correct, Sir. 

Mr. K. Santhanam : May I know whether the cost of the Supply De¬ 
partment is being recouped by a small commission on supplies? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: That was the position originally. 
I believe there has been some change in that respect, but I am not in a 
position to e.^plain the exact position at this moment. 

Mr. K. Santhanam: May I know what part of the cost of the Supply 
Department is being recouped at present by these commissions? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: If the Honourable Member 
will put down a question, I shall endeavour to answer that. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: May f know whether it is a fact that mem¬ 
bers of the mercantile community harve been offering sometimes double 
the salaries what they were offered in those positions? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I am not aware of that. 

Sir Cowas]! Jehangir: I think I heard the Honourable Member to say 
that there were some of these posts for which higher salaries were given 
which were not under the control of the Finance Department of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I did not say that. It is the 
case that every Department of the Government enjoys a certain amount 
of financial discretion but that is very limited and it is so hedged about 
that for practical purposes it may be said that all the salaries of the Sup¬ 
ply Department above a certain limit have been fixed with the concurrence 
of the Finance Department. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: May T know whether in the case of all higher 
posts the sanction of the finance Department was obtained or not? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Yes, pir. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member if 
it is a fact that all the higher posts have been given to non-Indians in the 
Supply Department? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: That question should be addres¬ 
sed to my Honourable Colleague in charge of the Supply Department. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: The Honourable Member said he is not 
aware of the fact that higher salaries had been given; will he then ap¬ 
point a Committee of this House to go into these details and put the 
figures before him? 
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The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: That is a simple question of fact 
which does not require a Comynittee for investigation. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: Will he appoint a Committee to en¬ 
lighten him as to whether this is a fact or not? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The Honourable Member asked 
me if I was aware of the fact of so and so, and 1 said I was not aware of 
that fact; in other words, I denied that it was ar fact. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know whether the higher salaries were 
offered by Government to the Supply Department officers in order to get 
higher efficiency or higher honesty? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The salaries which were proposed 
were the salaries which were considered appropriate to the circumstances 
of the case. 

Mr. M. Thirumala Rao: May I know if the Honourable Member’.s 
attention was drawn to the Press comment that there is jobbery going on 
in this Department? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: That does not arise. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa; Would these extra salaries be regarded as excess pro¬ 
fits under the Excess Profits tax? (Laughter.). 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: No, Sir. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: I only heard the laughter of the House, but not the 
reply to my question. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: 1 did reply; I said that the 
salaries were not subject to tlie excess profits tax. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): Next question. 

Steps foe the Defence of India. 

46. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad; (a) Will the Defence Secretary give a 
brief resume of the present state of war? 

(bl In view of the reported attacks on India, as published in the 
Statesman of the 29th October, 1940, will the Defence Secretary be 
pleased to state what steps the Government of India are now taking for 
the defence of the country? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: (a) and (b). A statement is being prepared and 
will be laid on the table in due course. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Will it be after the termination of the war? 

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie: Not unless the war ends very quickly. 

Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Chaudhury: May I know whether, in view of 
the fact that Assam and Bengal are within bombing distance of Japanese 
aeroplanes. Government are alive to that danger, and what steps they are 
taking towards that end for the defence of Bengal and Assam? 
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Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: T submit that this question does not arise. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: In view of the fact that India is a 
belligerent country in this war, do not Government think it necessary that 
a full statement on tlie position of the war should be laid on the table of 
this House so that Honourable Members may know how matters stand? 

Mr. C. M. O. Ogilvie: All I have said is that I am prepared to have 
such a statement prepared for the information of the Members of the 
House and if, from time to time, they'would like to have further state¬ 
ments, I would do my best to meet their wishes. 

Mr. Mu h a mm ad Nauman: Is it not the practice of the Mother Parlia¬ 
ment to place before the Members of the House of Commons a weekly or 
fortnightly report? When we are considered to be the partners of the 
war, we have a right to know what the actual position is. 

Mr. 0. M. Q. OgUvie: Not so far as 1 know. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: In view of the fact that even in the 
House of Commons the Premier has been giving regular statements of 
the position of the war, do not Government think it desirable to take the 
Assembly into their confidence at least when it is in Session and let it 
know what the actual position of the war is? 

Mr. G. M. O. Ogilvie: No. Sir. I should have thought that my answer 
to the question was a sufficient reply to that, namely, that a statement is 
being prepared. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Do I understand the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber to say that a statement will be prepared and laid on the table of the 
House only when it suits their purposes or when it is convenient to them? 
What I want to know is this. Now that the Assembly will be in Session 
for another week or so, will the Honourable Member give an undertaking 
that before the Session closes he will be able to place on the table of the 
House a statement showing the actual position of the war? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: It will be laid on the table of the House before 
the termination of this Session. 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande: May 1 know from the Leader ofi the House if 
it is the intention of the Government to call for all the details that are 
given in England to the Members of the House of Commons so that we 
may know what steps you are taking for the defence or offence of India? 
It is a very important question and I want an answer. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): It is not the day 
for the Leader of the House to answer questions. 

Sardax Sant Singh: May I ask the Honourable Member if the Defence 
Department as such has been taken into confidence as to the actual state 
of war so far as it relates to India? If it is so, what is the difficulty in 
not informing the House as to the present state of those conditions relat¬ 
ing to the war? 

Mr. 0. M. G. OgUvie: Sir, I fail to see what complaint the Honour¬ 
able Member caij have in my answer, which is, that I am prepared to do 
ss I am asked. Such a statement, if it is to be of any value or interest 
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to the Members of the House, must be prepared with care and it requires 
contributions of a number of experts, all of whom are extremely busy 
men. As soon, however, as it can be properly put together, it wi 
laid before the House. 


Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Do I understand the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber to say that to make a statement about the actual state of things as 
they prevail at present, expert advice is necessary? 

Mr. 0. M. a. Ogilvie: War is a complicated business. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I ask if the Honourable Member is un¬ 
able to give a summary of the things relating to war? 


Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: I should think that the Honourable Member 
must know thjrt perfectly well for himself. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May I ask if the Government regard this House 
only as a place where they can come and ask for money, and that it is 
not the place where they are bound constitutionally to place full details 
of the war which they are carrying on? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member is making a speech. 


Mr. Sri Prakasa: Is it not a fact that the defence of the country is 
completely and absolutely assured by the working of the Defence of India 
Act and the Rules thereunder? 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Next question. 


Desirability of enlarging the Appellate Jurisdiction of the 
Federal Court. 

47. *Dr. P. N. Banerjea: (a) Will the Honourable the Home Alember 
please state whether the attention of Government has been drawn to 
the decision of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in Horiram 
Singh versus King-Emperor reported in the All India Reporter 1940 Privy 
Council 54, which makes the appellate decisions of the Federal Court final 
for all practical purposes? 

(b) Are Government aware that important questions of constitutional 
law have been raised in appeals in the Federal Court whose decisions are 
practically final according to the Privy Council ruling? 

(c) Do Government propose to remove the anomaly that, while practi¬ 
cally final decisions are given by the Federal Court in appeals involving 
important questions of constitutional law, appeals under ordinary civil 
law must be taken to a higher tribunal, namely, the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council? If so, how? 

(d) Are Government aware of the dissatisfaction among the litigant 
public that there should be two forums for final appeals, and that while a 
few can get their appeals decided in India, others are forced to go to 
England ? 

(e) Are Government prepared to consider the advisaljility of bringing 
into operation section 200 of the Government of India Act, 1935, and 
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investing the Federal Court with the powers permissible under that section 
with the least possible delay? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald MaxweU: (a) to (e). I do not think that, 
the Honourable Member has rightly interpreted the Privy Council deci¬ 
sion to which he refers, but the question of the extension of the Fedc^ral 
Court’s jurisdiction is certainly an important one and is at present re¬ 
ceiving the careful consideration of the Government of India. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Are Government aware that on account of the 
difficulties in communication due to the war it is extremely difficult to- 
take appeals to the Privy Council, and that even if appeals arc taken tO' 
the Privy Council, it is difficult to manage these appeals there by keeping 
in touch with the lawyers? 

"“The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Government have not received 
any complaints on that score, but, in so far as that is likely to be the 
case, the probability is being taken into consideration. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: May T ask if the opinions of the 
clifTerent High Courts were obtained on this question of the expansion of 
the p('>wers ut the h’ederal Court? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Yes, Sir; the ox/mions of the 
High Courts were received through the Provincial Governments. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: May I ask if the Plononrable Member 
is going to lay on the table of the House the opinions received by him on 
this question? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: No, Sir. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: May 1 know the reason why? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: It is not usual to lay on the 

table of the House the correspondence leading up to a decision of the 
Government on a matter which is under consideration. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: 1 am only asking for the opinions as 
expressed by the different High Courts in India upon this specific question. 
I do not want any correspondence to be laid on the table of the House. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell; I have said that opinions re¬ 
ceived through official channels are not usually laid before the House. 


TBANSFERllED STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.! 

Pensions or Gratuities granted to Government Employees at the 
Kamaran Quarantine Station. 

34. ’'‘Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha: (a) Will the Secretary 
for Education, Health and Lands please state w'hen the Government of 
India assumed control over Kamaran Island? 

tThe meeting of the Assembly that was to be held on the 9th November, 1940, 
having been cancelled, the answers to starred questions for that day were, in pur¬ 
suance of convention, laid on the table of the House today.— Ed. of D. 
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(b) How many employees of the Quarantine .•md Civil Administrations 
of Kamanin have been granted pensions or gratuities for ten years’ service 
or more? 

(c) Was there any condition in their contract or letter of appointment 
that they would be given pension or gratuity? 

(d) How many employees of Kamaran who have rendered more than 
ten years’ service, have not been given a pension or gratuity? If there are 
any such persons, will their cases be reconsidered on the analogy of those 
who have got such concessions? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) The Government of India assumed control of the 
Island of Karnaran 5n 1916. 

(b) to (d). The information is being collected and will be supplied to 
the Honourable Member in due course. 

Propaganda and Expenditure thereon by the Port Haj Committees. 

36. *Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha: (a) Will the Secretary 
for Education, Health and Lands please state whether it is one of the statu¬ 
tory duties of the Port Haj Committees to collect and disseminate informa- 
lAon useful to pilgrims? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, how much money 
was spent by each Committee in 1938-89 and 1939-40 on publicity? 

(c) What amount was spent by each Committee on press advertise¬ 
ments, and in which papers were advertisements published? 

(d) Will the Secretary for Education, Health and Lands, kindly place 
on the table of tlie House a copy of the literature issued by Port Haj 
<3ommittees during the years referred to above for the information of 
pilgrims? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) Yes, 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) No expenditure was incurred. Certain newspapers published adver¬ 
tisements free of cost, and in addition many newspapers included in their 
news-columns items containing information of value to pilgrims. 

(d) A list of the publications issued by the Port Haj Committees is 
laid on the table and copies of the publications with the exception of one 
Guide Book which is out of print have been placed in the Library of the 
House. 


Amount spent on publicity by Port Haj Committees. 


Port Haj Committee, Bombay 
,, ,, Calcutta 

,, f, Karachi 


1938.39 1939-40. 

Ba. Rb. 

260 

808 679/13 

Nil Nil 
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List of 'publications. 

1. Manual of Instructions for pilgrims to the Hejaz (English and Urdu edition* 

of 1938). ^ 

2. Supplements to the above manual. 

3. A notice (English and Urdu). 

4. 'Hejazer Pathe’. 

Creation of the Supply Department and its Functions and Working* 

36. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honour able tlu'. Leader of 
the House be pleased to state when the Supply Departi*nent was created 
by the Government and whether the Central Assembly was consulted? If 
BO, when? 

(b) How much money has been spent on purchases for purposes of war 
up to now? 

(c) Is the Department created for purposes of war only, or is it dealing 
also with the purchases for other purposes of the Government of India? 

(d) How are the purchases made, by tenders or otherwise, and are they 
given to the lowest tenderer? If not, why not? 

(e) Is this Department subsidising or giving contr'ibutions to any com¬ 
mercial or industrial concerns in India or abroad in order to encourage^ 
them to increase their output for purposes of war? If so, to which and 
who bears that cost? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: (a) The Department 
of Supply was created on the 26th August, 1939. The Central Assembly 
w'as not consulted. 

(b) The total value of orders from all sources for civil and war purposes 
placed by the two Purchasing Organizations under the administrative 
control of the Department of Supply from the beginning of the war up 
L- the end of September amounts to Rs 5(h| crores approximately. In 
addition to this, the Timber Directorate of the Supply Deportment had by 
the end of October of this year placed orders for timber worth over Rs. 
one crore. 

(c) The function of the Department is to procure supplies of all kinds 
required for the prosecution of the war. Other demands wdiich were in 
the past dealt with by the Indian Stores Department and the Contracts 
Directorate are still being received by them direct and disposed of as be¬ 
fore. These two organizations have been placed under the administrative- 
control of the Department of Supply and this arrangement wall continue 
for the duration of the war. 

(d) I would draw <he Honourable Member’s attention to the answer 
given by me to part (e) of Mr. Muhammad Nauman’s starred question No. 
413 on the 18th March, 1940. 

(e) Only in one case has a subsidy been given to a firm to start the 
manufacture of a certain article. There have, however, been some cases 
in which Government have agreed to finance the erection of plant to be 
operated on their behalf by commercial concerns. 
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The continuing Fire in the coalfield in Sudamdih area Colliery, 

37. *01. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour 
Member please state whether it is not a fact that the coal-field in Sudamdih 
area colliery caught fire in 1918? 

(b) Was that colliery worked by Messrs. Andi*ew Yule and Company 
Limited? 

(c) What action did they take to extinguish the fire? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the fire is still going on? 

(©) Have Government estimated the loss of national wealth? 

(f) Is it not a fact that the amount of coal that has already been burnt 
is 200 million tons? 

(g) What action do Government now propose to take? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: (a) 

There are two collieries in Sudamdih mouza: (1) The Empire Coal 
Company’s Sudamdih colliery, and (2) The Sudamdih Coal Company’s 
Sudamdih colHerv. Lire broke out 'in the former colliery in 1916 and 
spread towards the latter colliery and in September, 1921, smoke issued 
from one of its inclines. 

(b) Messrs. Andrew Yule and Company Limited were the Managing 
Agents of the Sudamdih Coal Company. 

(c) It was not poss'ible to take any stej>s to extinguish the fire in the 
two collieries in question although ste})S were taken to prevent its spreading 
from the former colliery to the latter colliery. 

(d) The fire is not now active. 

(e) No. 

(f) No. The quantity lost could not possibly be more than a few mill'ion 
tons. The total quantity of coal lost by fires and collapses in both the 
Jharia and Raniganj coalfields up to the end of J9B6 was about 51 million 
tons. 

(g) It is for the present owners to decide what action should be taken. 

Responsibility of the Manager in respect of the Coal-mine Disaster 

AT Kurhurvari. 

38, *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour 
Member please state whether it is not a fact that in the coal-mine disaster 
at Kurhurvari (Joktiabad) fifty-two persons were killed on account of the 
accident? 

(b) Is it not a fact that the Manager was not absolved by the inquiry 
^cornmittee? 

(c) What was the verdict of the inquiry committee about him? 

(d) Is it not a fact that he was transferred to a post carrying higher 
salary? 

(e) Is it not a fact that he was brought back again to the same place 
,at a higher salary? 
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The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliax: (a) 6*2 

persons were killed in the accident. 

(b) and (c). The Court of Inquiry appointed under section 21 of the 
Indian Mines Act, 1023, to inquire into the accident observed that they 
could not absolve the management from the major responsibility in the 
matter. A su])s(‘nu(‘iit Court of Jnqiiiry appointed by the then Locfil Gov¬ 
ernment of Bihar under regulation 48 of the Indian Coal Mints Regula¬ 
tions, 1026, came to the conclusion that certain charges had l-ttn pro\ed 
against the Manager of the Kurlmrbaree Colliery. Neither of the Courts 
recommended any action against him. 

(d) No, when he became ineligible to hold charge of a colliery owing to 
the suspension of his certificate by the Government of Biliar, he was 
appointed to a post carrying a lower scale of pay and given the lower pay. 

(e) When the order suspending his certificate was cancelled, he was 
reposted as Colliery Manager and granted the rate of pay he was entitled 
to before his certificate was suspended. 

Playing of Music through Loud Speakers during Prayer Time at 

Delhi. 

39. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Education Secretary please 
state whether the attention of Government has been drawn to the loud¬ 
speakers fixed up in Delhi town at all public places? 

(b) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the fact that these 
loud-speakers play music at the time of prayers, and especially Jumwa 
prayers? 

(c) Who has installed these loud-speakers? 

(d) Who is the person who draws up the programme for these loud¬ 
speakers ? 

(e) Are Government prepared to issue instructions to the authorities 
concerned not to work these loud-speakers at prayer times and particularly 
at Jumma and Maghrib prayers? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: The question should have been addressed to l’ 
Honourable the Home Member. 

Contractors for the War Purchases. 

40. *l)r. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Will the Honourable the Leader of the 
House lay a detailed statement before the House giving the names of 
persons to whom the contracts were given with the amount by all the de¬ 
partments connected with war purchases? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan: I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the answer given to part (c) of Mr. Muhammad 
Nauman’s starred question No. 413 on the 18th March, 1040, and to the 
answers given to the supplementary questions that followed. 

Recruitment, Communal Composition, Salaries, etc., of certain Staff 
IN THE Supply Department and Allied Offices. 

41. ^Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Leader of 
the House please state the number of persons drawing more than Pis. 800 
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per jmensem in the Supply Department including its allied offices, such 
as, the Indian Stores Department and the Director of Contracts? 

(b) How many of these are European? 

(c) Will Government please state in each case the salary which they 
were drawing before appointment 'in tlie Supply Department and the salary 
which they are now drawing? 

(d) Are these a])pointments made after duly advertising the posts and 
a regular selection by the Federal Public Service Commission or the De¬ 
partmental committee? 

(e) If the answer to the above be in the negative, will Government be 
pleased to state the method of recruitment? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: (a), (b) and (c). I 
place on the table a statement giving the required information. 

(d) No. 

(e) Appointments to Gazetted posts, other than Secretariat posts held 
by members of the Indian Civil Service, are made on an ad hoc basis and 
selection is made having regard to the qaalihcatfions necessary for the 
work to be done. 


Statement showing the information in connection with Assembly Question No. 
regarding number of persons drawing more than Rs. 800 per mensem in the Supply 
Department. 

(This statement does not include Military personnel transferred to the Supply 
Department with their own posts which they continue to hold.) 


Serial 

No. 

Name and 
Designation. 

Whether 
European 
or non- 
European. 

Salary before 
appointment 
in the Supply 
Department. 

Salary now 
drawn. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 


Department of Supply. 





1 

The Honourable Mr. 
H. Dow, 

C.i.E., I.C.S., Vico- 
Prfsident, War 

Supply Board. 

European 

Rs. 4,000 p. m. as 
Secretary, Commer¬ 
ce Department. 

Rs. 5,000 P. m. 


2 

Mr. E. M. Jenkins, 
C.I.E., I.C.S., Sec¬ 
retary. 

Do. 

Rs. 3,000 plug £13-6-8 
0. S. P. 

Rb. 3,000 p/u« £13-6-8 
0. S. P. 


3 

Mr. Ohulam Moham¬ 
mad, ('ontroller 

Gon^'ral of Purchase. 

Indian . 

Rs. 3,000 as Chief 
Controller of Stores, 
Indian Stores De¬ 
partment. ! 

Rb. 3,000 P. m. 


4 

Mr. S. H. Y. Ouls- 
nam, l.i’.S., Joint 

1 Secretary. 

European 

Rb. 2,450 plug £30 
O. S. P. as Offg. 
Deputy Secretary, 
Education, Health 
and Lands Dej art- 
ment. 

Rb. 3,000 p. m. plug 
£13-6-8 0. 8. P. 

(Normal pay of 

J oint Secretary 
to the Government 
of India). 


5 

; Mr. J. A. Mackeown, 

1 I.C.S., Deputy 

Secretary. 

Do. 

Rs. 1,700 In the senior 
time scale of the 

1. C. S. plug Rs. 400 

S. P. plus £30 
0. S. P. ns Deputy 
Secretary, l.eglsla- 
tlve Department. 

Rs. 1,800 In the 
senior time scale 
of the I. C. S. plug 
Rb. 400 8. P. plug 
£30 O. S. P. (increase 
due to normal in^ 
crements). 
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•Serial 

No. 

Nanifi and ] 

Designation. 

I 

Whether 
European 
or non- 
European. 

Salary before 
f appointment 
in the Supply 
Department. 

Salary now 
drawn. 

Remarks- 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


Department of 

Supply —contd. 





6 

Mr. M. Ikrantiullah, 
Deputy Sec¬ 
retary. 

Indian . 

Rs. 1,500 as Deputy ] 
Indian Trade Co®- 
mi.ssioner, London 
(Free of Income- 
tax). 

118.1,500 pZttS Rs. 400 

S. P. Senior time 
.scale of I. ('. S. plus 
the allowance 

given to Deputy 
Secretaries. 


7 

Mr. H. M. Patel, 
I.(^S., iDeputy 

Secretary. 

Do. . 

Rh. 1,.5()0 as D( puty 
Indian Trade 

Com m i b i o n e r, 
London, plus £250 
per annum (Free 

of Income tax). 

Ditto. 


B 

Mr. S. Bhoothalin- 
ga«», l.t' S., Under 
Secretary. 

Do. . 

Rs. 1,200 a** Sub- 
Collector and 

Joint Magistrate, 
Madanapalle Di\i- 
slon, Chittoor 

Di.'itrict. Madras. 

Rs. 1,200 phis 

Rs. l.'iOS.P. (Nor¬ 
mal allowance ‘>f 

L nder Secretary 
to the (iovernment 
ol India). 


9 

ttai Sahib Dip (.'hand, 
Under Secretary. 

Do. . 

Rs. 1,000 as Adminis¬ 
trative Orticer, 

Olllce of the Con¬ 
troller of Broadcast¬ 
ing, All-India R.adio. 

Ms. 1,200. 


iO 

Mr. (>. Corloy-Sniith, 
Under Secretary. 

European 

Rs. I,400a8 Assi.stant 
(Jollector of Cus- 
tonas, Bombay. 

Pay nc't yet deter¬ 
mined. 


11 

Mr. J. Byrne, Assis¬ 
tant Secretary. 

Do. 

Rs 580 in the scale of 
Rs. 500—40--700 
plus Rs. 100 S. P 

Rg. 1,050 in the scale 
of Rs. 1 , 000 — 50— 
1.250. 


12 

Lieut.-Col.T. H.Bat- 
tye, Director of 
Statistics. 

Do. 

Rs. 1,325 plus pen- 
.sion. 

Rs. 1,325 plus pen¬ 
sion. 

1 Rs. 1,530. 


13 

Major K. C. Ormond, 
Director of Indents. 

Do. 

Recruited from civil 
Life. 1 



1 

Directorate Cleneral 
of Supply. 

Colonel E. M’ood, 
M.C., Director Ge¬ 
neral, Supply. 

European 

Rs. 2,070 p. m. as 
Officer command¬ 
ing, 2/7th Rajput 
Regiment. 

Rs. 3,000 plus £l3-fi-8 
0. S.P. 


:2 

' Mr. U. W. Targett, 
Deputy Director 
General, Supply. 

Do. 

Rs. 3,200 p. m. in 
scale of Rs. 3,000— 
100—3,500 as Chief 
Controller of Stores, 
Indian Stores 

Department. 

Rb. 3,500 p. m. 


3 

Mr. L. Mason, C.I.E., 

6.b.b.,m.c.,i.f.s. 
Deputy Director 
General, Supply. 

Do. 

Rs. 3,250 as Inspector 
General of Forests 
and President, 

Fore.st8 Research 
Institute, Dehra 

Dun. 

Rs. 3,000 p. m. 



1 Mr. D. M. Passmore 
Director of Tex 
tiles. 

, Do. 

Recruited from hu.si- 
ness. 

Rs. 2,260 p. m. 


i 

5 Mr. D. Stewart 
O.B.E., I.F.S. 

Director o 

Timber. 

, Do. 

f 

Rs. 1,750 plm 

£13-6-8 O. S. P. a* 
Joint Timber Advi 
sory Officer, Rail 
way Board. 

( Rs. 3,950 plu 

1 £13-6-8 0. S. P. 

t 


6 Mr. A. E. Hampsoi 
Director ofMiscel 
laneous Stores. 

j, 1 DO. 

Recruited fron 

business. 

1 Rs. 1,600 P. m. 
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Whether 

Name and European 

Designation. or"^. 


Salary before 

appointment 

in the Supply 

Department. 


Salary now 
drawn. 


Directorate Oeneral of 
supply-^ contd. 

Mr V. II. 

Director, Chemlcala- 


8 Mr.O.T.G.Hoo^i. 1)0. 

Director, Co-ordi¬ 
nation. 

Q Mr W. E. Elewett, I>o. 

Deputy Director, 

Timber. 


in Mr J. Walker, 

‘ li’.s.r fovuty 

Director, Timber. 


n Mr. Lloyd Kn«dN 
Asalstaiit Dirctor 
of Textiles. 

12 Mr. r. N. Surl, Assis¬ 

tant Director of 
Timber. 

13 Kal Sahib Blshamber 

Dass, As^stant 
Director of Mlscd- 
laneous Stores. 


14 Mr. V. S. Kup- 

puswamy omcer 

on Special Duty. 


R 1 200 p. m. in Bs. l,r >00 p. m. (flx- 
*‘,caleotB^.l.f«- od). 

100 —l,«00as Assis¬ 
tant Civilian Tech- 
iiIoaI oittccr* 

omce of the Late 
p. S. o. c. (India). 

llecruited from busl- Re-1 • 

ness. 

'as ’.lolnt Timber 
Advisory Officer, 

Hallway Board. 


Es. 1,250 p/M» R8-250 

p, and *'•>0 j 
O. S. B. 


Ks. 1.250 pin* Es. 1.250 p us 

Working Plans, 
pel gaum. 

Kecruited from busl- Bs. 900 p. m. 
ness. 


Ks. 760 in the scale of 

Ka. 2.50—2.5—5M)— 

1 750. Belongs to Pun¬ 

jab Forest Service. 

Rs. 1,00(» as Offg. 
Assistant Eip^ocial 
Adviser, 

Finance Depart¬ 
ment. 

Es. 1,100 in the scale 
of Es. 575 to Es. 
1,350 as Deputy 
(Conservator of 
Forest attached to 
ti,e Utilisation 
Division, Madras. 


Rg. 750 in the scale of 

Es. 260-2J-950-- 

750 plu$ Rs. loO 
S. P. ' 

Es. 800 plu» Es. 200 
8. P. 


Rs. 1,100 In the scale 
of Hs. 575 to Ks. 
1,3.50 plus Es. 150 
8.P. 


Office of the Director 
General, Munitions 
Production. 

Sir (Juthrlc Eussell, 1 

K.C I.E., director 

General, Munitions 
Production. 

j Mr. S. E. Zaman, 1 
T.C.H., Deputy 
Secretary to the 
Government oi 

India, Supply 

Department, 

3 Mr. F. H. T. Ward, 

Assistant Secretary 
to the Government 
of India, Supply 
Department. 

4 Mr. G. S. Butler, 

C.I.E., Deputy 

Director General, 
Armaments Pro¬ 
duction. 

6 Mr. H. I. Matthews, 

C 0-0 r d i nation 
Officer. 


European 1 Es- 5.000 


European E*- 8B0 


Rs. 5,000. 


Es. 2,050 plus Es. 400 
special pay. 


Es. 1,000 


Ordinary 

applicable to De¬ 
puty Secretarlefr 
in Government ot 
India Secretariat. 

Minimum pay of 
Assistant Secre¬ 
tary’s scalP. 


Rs. 2,860 J>iM» *13-6-8 ' 
overseas pay. 


I ^o. s. ^0. s. pay. 
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Serial 

No. 

Na*ne and 
Designation. 

Whether 
European 
or non- 
European. 

Salary before 
appointment 
in the Supply 
Department. 

Salary now 
drawn. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


Office of the Director 
General, Munitiong 
Production — contd. 





6 

Major W.J.K.Vlney, 
Assistant Co-ordina¬ 
tion Officer. 

European 

Rs. 1,530 

Rs. 1,530. 


7 

Mr. N. Hackney, De¬ 
velopment Officer. 

Do. 

Rs. 1,375 plui £30 

O. S. P. 

Rs. 1,376 plus £30 

0. S. P. 


8 

1 

Mr. K.H.T. Gilbert¬ 
son, C. E. A. to 

1 I). 0. F. 

Do. 

Rs. 1,350 plug £30 

0. 8. P. 

Rs. 1.350 plug £30 

0. S. P. 


9 

1 Mr. A. D. McClancy, 
A. C. E. A. to the 
D. O. F. 

1 Do. 

Rs. 700 plug £25 

0. S. l\ 

Rs. 700 plug £25 

0. S. 0 . 


10 

Mr. Madhusndan 

Singh, Officer 

Supervisor. 

Indian . 

Rs. 900 . 

Rs. 900. 


11 

Mr. W.L. D.Martyn, 
Officer on Special 
Duty. 

European 1 

Rs. 1,025 plug £30 
0. S. R. 

Rs. 1,025 plug £30 

0. S. P. 


12 

Mr. R. C. Case, Direc¬ 
tor Civil Production. 

Do. 

Rs. 2,750 plug £13-6-8 
0. S. P. 

Rs. 2,750£13-6-8 
0. S. P. 


13 

Mr. R. K. Innes, f>c- 
puty Director, Civil 
Production. 

Do. 

Rs. 1,.350 plug £30 
0. S. P. 

Kh. 1,350 plus £30 1 
0. S. P. 

1 

14 

Mr. J. B. Durning, 
Assistant Director 
of Civil Production. 

Do. 

Rs. 1,2.50 plug £30 
0. s. P. 

Rs. 1,350 plug £30 
0. 8. P. 


15 

Mr. R. C. Frain, in- I 
dustrial Planning 1 
Officer. 

Do. 

Rr. 1,250 plug £30 
0. S. P. 

Rs. 1,2.50 plug £30 
0. 8. P. 


16 

Mr. F. A. Scott, In¬ 
dustrial Planning 
Officer. 

Do. 

Rs. 950 plug £30 
0. s. P. 

Rs. 950 plug £30 
0. s. P. 


17 

Major G. B. Viny- 
comb. Assistant 

I. P. 0. 

Do. 

Rs. 1,530 

Rs. 1,530. 


18 

Col. F. B. Piggot, 
Chief Engineer, 

Factories. 

Do. 

Rs. 2,260 

Rs. 2,305. 


19 

Capt. I. H, F. Boyd, 
R.B., Staff Officer, 
R.E. (11). 

Do. 

Rs. 1,195 

Rs. 1,195. 


20 

Mr. F. G. S. I^artin, 
M.C., Deputy Direc¬ 
tor General, En¬ 
gineering. 

Do. 

Rs. 2,750 plug 

£13-6-8 O. S. P. 

Rs. 2,750 plug 

£13-6-8 0 . 8. P. 


21 

Mr. J. Humphries, 
Director Engineer¬ 
ing. 

Do. 

Rs. 2,500 plug 

£13-6-8 O. S. P. 

Rs. 2,500 plug 

£13-6-8 0. 8. P. 


22 

Mr. R. A. MacGregor, 
Director Metals. 

Do. 

Rs. 2,3.50 

Rs. 2,350. 


23 

Mr 4 H. Sparrow, De¬ 
puty Director Eng. 
(Mech.). 

Do. 

Rs. 1,025 plug £30 
0. S. P. 

Ra. 1,276 plug £30 
0. S. P. 


24 

Major L. G- Sillar, 
Deputy Director, 
Engineering (Elect.) 

Do. 

Rs. 1,630 

Rs. 1530. 


25 

Mr. P. C. Mukerjee, 
Deputy Director 
Engineering (Civil). 

Indian . 

Rs. 1,025 

Rs. 1,025. 
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■Serial 

No. 

Nauio and 
Dewignation. 

Whether 
European 
or non- 
European. 

Salary before 
appointment 
in the Supply 
Department. 

Salary now ^ 

drawn. 

^ Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


OMce of th e Director 
General, Munitions 
Production —concld. 





26 

Engr. Commdr. J. 
Beggs, Director of 
Shipbuilding. 

European 

Rs. 1,830 

Rs. 1,830. 


27 

Mr. .1. M. smith, 
A.f.P.O. 

Do. 

£l,000 p.a. . 

Rs. 1,000 

Bmohimcnts in 

private employ¬ 
ment before 

Joining present 

post. 

28 

Mr. A. O. Wilks, 
A.I.P.O. 

Do. 

Rs. 600 plus £25 
0. S. P. 

Rs. 600 plus £25 
O. S. P. 


29 

Mr. .7. Aitken, 

A.I.P.O. 

Do. 

Rs. 600 plus £25 
0. S. P. 

Rs. 600 plus £25 
0. S. P. 


30 

Mr. G. Bichards, 
A.I.P.O. 

Do. 

Rs. 950 . 

Under considera¬ 

tion. 


31 

Mr. G. C. Mills, 
Deputy Director 
Metals. 

Mr. .7. Oswald, 
As.sistant Director 
Progress. 

Indian Stores Depart' 
merU. 

Do. 

Rs. 1,350 plus £30 
0. S. P. 

Rs. 1,350 plus £30 

0. s. p. 


32 

Do. 

Rs. 1,600 

Rs. 1,000 

Emoluments in 

private employ¬ 
ment before 

joining present 
post. 

1 

Mr. H. Sur, Officiat¬ 
ing Chief (.'ontroller 
of Stores. 

Indian j 

Rs. 2,500 

Rs. 2,800 minus pen¬ 
sion admissible to 
him. 

The ordinary scale 
of pay ofC. C., I. 
S. D. is Rs. 3,000 
—100—3,500. 

2 

Mr. H. F. Davy, De¬ 
puty Cliief Control¬ 
ler of Stores. 

European 

Rs. 2,450 plus 

£13-6-8. 

Rs. 2,750 plus 

£13-6-8. 

Increase due to 
promotion to a 
higher scale. 

3 

R. B. Kirpa Ram, 
Deputy Director of 
Administration and 
Intelligence. 

Indian . 

Rs. 1,725 

Rs, 1,800 (on leave) 

Increase clue to 
usual annual in¬ 
crements earned 
in sanctioned 

scale of pay. 

4 

Rao Sahib V. Subrah¬ 
manyan, Assistant 
Director of Adminis¬ 
tration and Intelli¬ 
gence. 

Do. 

Rs. 1,100 

Rs. 1,150 

Do. 

5 

Mr. M. Hashim, 
Officer on Special 
Duty (Admn.). 

Do. . 

Ks. 950 . 

Rs. 950 plus Rs. 150 

8. P. 


■« 

Mr. A. N. Bancijee, 
Assistant Director 
of Administration. 

Do. . 

1 Rs. 800 

Rs. 1,000 

Minimum pay of 
the sanctioned 

scale of Assistant 
Director Adminis¬ 
tration and Intel¬ 
ligence. 

7 

R. B. D. Sadasivam, 
Offg. Director of 
Purchase. 

Do. . 

Rs. 2,000 

Rs. 2,000 


8 

Mr. G. T. Thadani, 
Offg. Director of 
Purchase. 

Do. . 

Rs. 1,726 

Rs. 2,000 

Increase due to 
promotion to 

higher class. 

9 

Mr. K. K. Bose, De¬ 
puty Director of 
Purchase. 

Do. . 

Rs. 1,800 

Rs. 1,800 

... 

10 

E. B. D. N. Chatter- 
]ee, Offg. Deputy 
Director of Pur- 
1 chase. 

Do. . 

Rs. 1,676 

Rs. 1,676 
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Serial 

No. 

Name and 
Designation. 

Whether 
European 
or non- 
European. 

Salary before 
appointment 
in the Supply 
Department. 


Salary now 
drawn. 


Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 


5 


6 


Indian Storeg Depart- 
mtnt —contd. 







11 

Mr. D. W. Lewis, 
Offg. Deputy Dl« 
rector of Purchase. 

Indian . 

Ba. 1.600 

* 

Bs. 1,575 


Increase due to> 
usual annual in> 
increments earn¬ 
ed in sanctioned 
scale of pay. 

12 

Mr. J. Munro, Senior 
Purchase Officer. 

European 

Bs. 1,150 


Ba. 1,350 


Increase due to 
promotion to> 

higher class. 

13 

Mr. K. C. Pakrasi, 
Controller of Pur¬ 
chase, Karachi. 

Indian . 

Ra. 1,200 


Bs. 1,200 



14 

Mr. B. P. Mathur, 
Controller of Pur¬ 
chase, Bombay. 

Do. . 

Ra. 1,150 


Bs. 1,150 


... 

15 

Mr. T. P. Barat, 
Assistant Director 
of Purchase. 

Do. . 

Bs. 650 


Ra. 1,000 


Increased due to* 
promotion to 

higher class. 

16 

Mr. P. G. Bhagat, 
Officer on Special 
Duty (Mechanisa¬ 
tion). 

Do. . 

Rs. 1,000 


Ba. 1,000 


... 

17 

Mr. B. Dixon. De¬ 
puty Controller of 
Jute (Purchase). 

European 

Rs. 1,150 plu» 
150 S. P. 

Ra. 

Ra. 1,150 plus 
150 8. P. 

Ra. 

... 

18 

19 

Mr. A. K. Malik. 
Officer on Special 
Duty (Tents). 

Mr. N. M. Adyan- 
thaya, Purchase 

Officer, Madras. 

Indian . 

Do. . 

• 

Bs. 900 


* 

Bs. 1,000 • 

V 

*He draws grade 
pay plut Special 
pay of Rs. 300 
P.M. 

Increase due to 
promotion to* 

higher class. 

20 

K. B. A. G. Khan, 
Offg. Director of 
Inspection. 

Do. . 

Rs. 1,750 P. P. 
160. 

Rs. 

Bs. 2,250 


Do. 

21 

Mr. R. C. Arbery, 
Controller of Ins¬ 
pection (Metallur¬ 
gical). 

European 

Rs. 1,250 

* 

Rs. 1,500 

• 

Do. 

22 

23 

Mr. R. G. Burt, 
Oflfg. Controller of 
Inspection, Cal¬ 

cutta. 

Mr. A. V. Humby, 
Assistant Controller 
of Inspection. 

Do. . 

Do. . 

Rs. 1,250 plu9 S. P. 
Rs. 100. 

Rs. 1,200 S. P. 150. 

Rs. 1,350 plu9 S. 
Rs. 100. 

Bs. 1,200 

P. 

Increase due to 

usual annual 

increments earn- 
• cd in sanctioned, 
scale of pay. 

24 

Mr. P. Hinde, Offg. 
Deputy Metallurgi¬ 
cal Inspector. 

Do. . 

Rs. 1,200 3. P. 

50 

Rs. 1,250 



25 

Mr. B. N. Datta, 
Assistant Controller 
of Inspection. 

Indian 

Rs. 1,200 


j Rs. 1,200 



26 

Mr. J. B. Glass, 
Offg. Deputy Di¬ 
rector of Inspec¬ 
tion. 

European 

Rs. 1,200 

* 

Rs. 1,250 


Increase duo to- 
promotion to 

higher class. 

27 

Mr. E. D. V. Ellison, 
Controller of Ins¬ 
pection, Bombay. 

Indian . 

Rs. 1,150 


Rs. 1,200 S. P. 

150 

Increase due to 

usual annual 

increments earn¬ 
ed in .sanctioned 
scale of pay. 








The S. P. is attach¬ 
ed to the post. 
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Serial 

No. 

Name and 
J)esignntion. 

Whether 
European 
or non- 
European. 

Salary before 
appointment 
in the Supply 
Department. 

Salary now 
drawn. 

Remarks. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


28 

Indian Stores 
Department —conoid. 
R. B. Dr. E. N. 
Chaudhuri, Offg. 
Assistant Metal¬ 
lurgical Inspector. 

Indian. 

Rs. 1,150 

Rs. 1,200 

Increase due to 
usual annual 

increment in 

sanctioned scale 
of pay. 

29 

Mr. C. S. Sarkar, 
Offg. Assistant 

Controller of Ins¬ 
pection, Karachi. 

Do. . 

Rs. 1,160 

Rs. 1,200 

Do. 


30 

Mr. F. Ashmore, 
Offg. Assistant 

Controller of Ins¬ 
pection, Calcutta. 

European 

Rs. 950 

Rs. 950 



31 

Mr. M. N. Goon, 
Assistant Engineer 
(Inspection). 

Indian . 

Rs. 810 

Rs. 810 



32 

Mr. S. S. Iyengar, 
Offg. Assistant 

Controller of Ins- i 
pectlon (Calcutta). 

Do. . 

Rs. 750 plus S. P. 
100. 

Rs. 950 

Increa.se due 
promotion 
higher cla.sg. 

to 

to 

33 

Mr. A. N. Bose, Ins- 
pector-in-Charge, 
Cawnpore. 

Do. . 

Rs. 750 

Rs. 760 plus S. P. 
100. 

S. P. is attached to 
the post. 

34 

Mr. T. B. Merchant, 
Offg. Assistant Di¬ 
rector of Inspec¬ 
tion. 

Do. . 

Rs. 750 

Rs. 1,000 

Increase due 
nromotion 
higher class. 

to 

to 

36 

Mr. R. Alauddin, 
Offg. Assistant 

Controller of In.s- 
pectlon, Lahore. 

Do. . 

Rs. 760 

Rs. 960 

Do. 



Contracts Directorate. 






1 

Major F. H. D. Teal, 
Deputy Assistant 
Director of Cont¬ 
racts. 

European 

Rs. 1,260 

Rs. 1,580 

Increase due 
promotion 
higher class. 

to 

to 

2 

C^tain A. R. 

Haseler, Staff 

Captain. 

Do. . 

No information. 

Private Employ¬ 
ment. 

Rs. 1,090 



3 

Captain H. H. B. 
Gill, Staff Cap¬ 
tain. 

Do. . 

Do. 

Rs. 1,090 



4 

Cagptain E. V. 

Hammond, Staff 
Captain. 

Do. . 

Private employment 
Rs. 1,000 plus 

allowances. 

Rs. 1,090 



5 

Captain G. N. P. 
Hodder, Staff 

Captain. 

Do. . 

Private employment 
Rs. 1,230 inclusive 
of allowances. 

Rs. 1,090 



6 

Captain P. C. 

Tutton, Staff 

Captain. 

Do. . 

Private employment 
Rs. 1,666. 

Rs. 1,090 



7 

2nd Lieut. J. 

Bannerjee, Attach¬ 
ed Officer. 

Indian . 

Rs. 900 

Rs. 900 

... 



1 

Controllers of 

Supplies. 




1 


1 

Lt. Col. J. R. 

Marriott. Controller 
of Supplies, Bengal 
Circle, Bengal. 

European 

In business 

Rs. 2,150 
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‘Serial 

No. 

Name and 
DcHignation. 

Whether 
European 
or non- 
1 European. 

Salary before 
appointment 
in the Supply 
Department. 

Salary now 
drawn. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

0 


Controllers of Sup¬ 
plies^ contd. 





2 

1 

Mr. G. E. Bennett, 
Controller of Sup¬ 
plies, Bombay Cir¬ 
cle, Bombay. 

European 

R«itircd Officer of 
Bombay Port 

Trust. Pay on re¬ 
tirement Rs. 3,000. 

Rs. 1,950 

... 

3 

^ 1 

1 

Mr. B. M. Souter, 
Controller of Sup¬ 
plies, United Pro¬ 
vinces Circle, Cawn- 
pore. 

Do. . 

In business 

Rs. 2,500 


4 

Mr. M. A. Sreenl- 
voaan, Controller 
of Supplies, Mad¬ 
ras Circle, Madras. 

Indian . 

Rs. 1,300 Mysore 
State Servant. 

Rs. 1,600 


5 

Mr. S. C. Latif, 1 
Controller of Sup- i 
plies, Sind Circle, | 
Karachi. 

Do. . j 

Rs. l,!.^ 

Rs. 1,150 S. P. 

250. 


6 

Mr. Bashir Ahmed, 
Controller of Sup- 
pliei^ Punjab Cir¬ 
cle, Lahore. 

Do. . 

Rs. 540 

Rs. J.oOO 

! 



Advisers, Liaison 
Officers^ etc. 





1 

Mr. B. C. Forbes, 
Deputy Advisor to 
Government Wool¬ 
len Industry, Cawn- 
pore. 

European 

Private employment. 
Pay not known. 

Rs. 2,000 


2 

Mr. J. A. Stuart 
Willia?ns, A.ssfstant 
to the Adviser on 
Engineering Sup¬ 
plies, Caleutta. 

Do. . 

Rs. 1,000 

Rs. 1,200 



Mica Organisations. 





1 

Mr. J. Podger, Mica 
Inspector. 

Do. . 

1 

No information. 
Private employ¬ 
ment. 

Rs. 1,500 



Re-employed Staff in the Supply Department and At.lied Offices. 

42. *01. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Leader of 
the House be pleased to state the names of all those persons who are re¬ 
employed by the Supply Department, including the Stores Department, the 
office of the Director of Contracts and the Defence Co-ordination Depart¬ 
ment, after retirement? 

(b) Are such persons entitled to draw their pensions along with the 
salary of their present posts? In how many cases does the total of these 
two allowances exceed the substantive salary which these persons were 
drawing before retirement? 

(c) Are Government aware that the general public is very much dis¬ 
satisfied with the extravagance in giving high salaries to their employees 
and also higher prices for the articles purchased by them than the marked 
prices ? 

(d) If so, are Government prej>ared to appoint a committee to scrutinise 
^nd control the extravagance of the Supply Department? 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: (a) and (b). I place on 
the table a statement j^iving the necessarv information. 

(c) and (d). No. 


Statement showing the information regarding the 'personnel re-employed after retirement 
in the Svpply Department and Defence Co-ordination Department, 


erial 

No. 

Name and Desig¬ 
nation. 

Present pay. 

Whether 
pension 
drawn in 
addition 
to pay in the 
present 
post. 

Pay drawn 
prior to 
retirement. 

Whether 
the two 
allowances 
exceed the 
substantive 
salary 
drawn by 
these 
persons 
before 
retirement. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 

T 


Depdrtnunt of 
SupT^y (Secre¬ 
tariat). 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 


1 

2 

Lieut.-Col. T. H. 

Battye, Director 

1 of Statistics. 

Rai Bahadurs. K. 
Bannerjee, 
Officer on Spe¬ 
cial duty. 

1,325 

500 

Yes, 

(£743 per an¬ 
num or 

Rs. 825-9-0 
per inensenG 

(Rs. 400 per 
mensem.) 

1,700 

1,250 

Yes. 

450 9 0 

No. 

1 

i 

1 

1 


Office of ttie 

Director Gen¬ 

eral of Supply. 






3 

Mr. Faqir Chand 
Bali, Timber 

Directorate. 

100 

(Rs'^%9-9-0 
per mensem) 

100 

Y 68 

(Rs. 49-9-0) 


4 

Mr. Gonslves, As¬ 
sistant Officer. 

400 

No, 

500 

No. 


5 

Conductor Old 

420 

Yes. 

(Rs. 190). 

420 

Yes. 

(Rs. 190). 


6 

Conductor Walkin, 

420 

Yes. 

(Rs. 182.) 

420 

Yes. 

(Rs. 182). 


7 

Bao Bahadur 

Sakharam 
Patwardhan. 

200 

Yes. 

(Ks. 225.) 

450 

No. 



Office of the 

Director Gen- 

oral, Munitions 
Production. 






8 

Rai Sahib J. C. 
Ganguli. 

200 

Yes. (R8.275) 

550 

No. 


9 

Mr. Syamapati 

Bhattacharjee. 

200 

Yes. (Rs. 220) 

440 

No. 


10 

Mr. T. P. Mukerjee 

45 

Ye3(Rs.62), 

250 

No. 


11 

Mr. P. N. Moitra . 

80 

Yes (Rs. 88- 
10-0). 

185 

No. 



Indian Stores 

Department. 






12 

Mr. H. Sur, O.B.E., 
Offg. Chief (k)ii- 
troller of Stores. 

2,800 

less pension. 

No. 

2,600 

No. 

Pension not yet 
sanctioned. 
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Serial 

No. 

1 

Name and Desig¬ 
nation. 

2 

Present pay. 

3 

Whether 
pension 
drawn in 
addition 
to pay in the 
present 
post. 

4 

Pay drawn 
prior to 
retirement. 

5 

Whether 
the two 
allowances 
exceed the 
substantive 
salary 
drawn by 
these 
persons 
before 
retirement. 

6 

Remarks. 

7 


Indian Storet De- 
partment —contd. 
Rao Sahib K. V. 
Appaya, Offg. 

Asst. Director 

of Purcahsc 
(Textiles). 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs, 

Rs. 


13 

740 

No. 

iL 

• o 
o 

No. 

Employed on 
C. P. F. basU. 

14 

Mr. K. K. Mukerjee, 
Offg. Sup<‘rln- 
tendent. 

Contraet$ Diree- 
iorate. 

Nil. 

Controllen of 
Supplien. 

400 

leu pension, 
vi ., R8.151- 
5-0. 

No. 

440 I 

No 


15 

Mr. a. K. Bennett, 
Controller of 

Suf)plles,Boini)ay 
(Mrcle, Bombay. 

1,950 

No. 

3,000 

No. 

1 


16 

Mr. P. .K. Davies, 
Personal Assis¬ 
tant to the Con¬ 
troller of Supplies, 
Bombay. 

500 

No. 

1,350 

No. 


17 

Mr. Kinsvillc, Per¬ 
sonal Assistant 
to the Controller 
of Supplies, U. 
P. Circle, Cawn- 
pore. 

AdvUers, lAaigon \ 
Officer*, etc. ' 

Nil. 

Mica Organiza¬ 
tion*. 

400 

Yes. 

(Rs. 500). 

1,100 

No. 

Present pay 
will be drawn 
with clfect 
from 2Cth 

Nov ember, 
1940. 

18 

Mr. M. K. 

Sambasivarao. 

Controller Gene¬ 
ral of Purchate. 

NU. 

Defence Co-ordi¬ 
nation Depart¬ 
ment. 

45 

Yes. 

(Rs, 37-8-0). 

75 

Yes. 

(Rs. 7 8i0). 


19 

Mr. H. D. Roy . 

Under consi¬ 
deration. 

Yes 

500 

No. 



ELECTION OF A MEMBER TO THE STANDING FINANCE 
COMMITTEE. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I have to inform 
the Assembly that up to 12 Noon on Saturday, the 9th November, 1940, 
the time fixed for receiving nominations for the election of a Member to 
the Sta uding Finance Committee, only one nomination was received. As 
there is only one vacancy, I declare Mr. E. L. (L Gwilt to be duly elected 



THK INDIAN FINANN'E (No. 2) BIIiL. 


The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member); Sir, I move 


■■'I'hat the Bill to alter the maximum rates of postage under .f 

Act, 1898, to increase the rates of the taxes on income imposed by the Indian tinance 
Act 1940, by a surcharge for the purposes of the Central Government, and to increase 
the rate of super-tax payable by companies, be taken into consideration. 


Sir, as I made a full and exhaustive speech on the opening day of the 
'Session on the financial position in which T gave the background out of 
which these jjroposals have arisen, I do not propose to detain the House 
with a speech of any length. 1 shall, therefore, merely make a few 
remarks on the provisioTis of tlie Bill its(‘]f. 


The provisions relating to the increase in postage rates are of a simple 
and self-explanatory character. Tt is, of (‘ourse, the case that In normal 
times our policy in regard to ptistage rates has been to produce a state of 
affairs ^)ver a sufficient period of time in whicli this public service results 
neither in a profit nor a loss. And it is true that the present proposed 
increase is, in effect, a proposal to use the Posts and Teh'graphs as a 
vehicle for an indirect tax. J^iit T thiiJc that action of that kind is defen¬ 
sible in certain circumstances and that the present emergency is one wliich 
justifies the levy of an indirect tax of this character. 


Coming, 8ir, to clause 8 which deals with income-tax and super-tax, 
the object, as I stated in my speecdi the other day is to levy a 25 per cent, 
surcharge for four months of the current >ear. But as rates of income-tax 
have to be fixed for the whole of the year at a time that intention ’s carried 
out by levving a surcharge of 1/12 on the income-tax rates and 5uper-tax 
rales. The provisions in. suh-dauses (2) and (3) are necessitated by the 
following facts. Certain types of income have the tax deducted at source 
at the time when the iiK'ome is received and for practical purposes it may 
he broadly stated that those types of income undergo assessment or und(Ugo 
the payment of tax at the time they are received. Tt has not been the 
practice, therefore, to subject the recipients of such income to a double 
increase at the time when the increase is made. That is to say that their 
income received* in the previou.s year which would ordinarily he subject 
to an increase in tax is not subjected tQ an increase at the same time as 
their contemporary income is subjected to additional deductions at source. 
This has been our practice in regard to changes of income-tax i)oth 
up and down. The result is, tlnwefore, that a man whoso income last year 
consisted both of salaries and other forms of income is liable to different 
rates of tax in respect of those two types of income and the piovisions of 
these two sub-clauses are intended to provide for that state of affairs. 
They follow the model which is already set by sub-section (2) of section 17 
of the Income-tax Act which deals with the method of applying the slab 
system of income-tax to an income of which certain portions are exempt 
flrom tax. 

Suh-(dause (d) of clause 3 will enable the surcharge to be deducted in 
the form of a 25 per cent, surcharge on salaries drawn during the remainder 
of the current year. In this connection, T may perhaps take the oppor¬ 
tunity to correct a slight mistake which was made towards the 6nd of the 
’ speech which I delivered on 5th November. I said that: 
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"In tho. c.'ise of incomes other than salaries there will be a supplementary assess 
iment increasing the tax already assessed for 1940-41 by one-twelfth and in the case 
• of inconies from which tax is deducted at source, that is salaries, interest on securities 
and dividends the previous deductions will be treated as short by one-tweltth," 

That, Sir, was not strictly correct. Tt is only in the case of salaries that 
the previous deductions will he treated as short by one-twelfth so that for 
the remaining four months of the year, deductions will be increased by 25 
per cent. 

That, Sir, is all T have to say on the provisicnis of the Bill and as I have 
already stated, T do not propose to cover the ground which was already 
covered in the speech which 1 made on the opening day of the Session. Sir, 
I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Habiin) ; Motion moved . 

"That the Bill to alter the maximum rates of postage under the Indian Post Office 
Act, 1898, to increase the rates of the taxes on income impose'i by the Indian Finance 
Act, 1940, by a surcharge for the purposes of the Central Government, and to increase 
the rate of super-tax payable by companies, be taken into consideration." 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi (Meerut Division: Muhammadan 

Kural): Sir, I move : 

"That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
15th December, 1940.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur liahim): Amendment 
moved : 

"That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
16th December, 1940.” 

The discussion will now prciceed on the original motion as well ns the 
.amendmefnb. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City: Non-Muhammadau Urban): Sir, 1 
■ oppose this motion. The Honourable the Uinaiiee Member is a very 
prosaic gentleman, nothing seems to move him in this world. He moves 
this Bill as if we are living in times of piping peace, as if India is only 
anxious to do what the Honourable the Finance Member bids her to do, 
and as if all the foundations on which the modern civilised world has been 
built do not seem to be falling around us; and be evidently expects this 
House to imitate his childlike simplicity and move a set of formal amend¬ 
ments to reduce a thing here or reduce a thing there and then let him walk 
away with the Finance Bill. This pose of simplicity will deceive nobody 
whatever. It seems to me that this Finance Bill is an invitation, in spite 
■of all indications to the contrary, to the people of India to tell the world and 
all neutral countries and to enemy countries that all is right in India, that 
nothing is wrong, that the Honourable Sir Jeremy Baiaman is the Finance 
Member, that God is in Heaven, and, therefore, India is wholeheartedly 
co-operating in this war. 

In the concluding para, of his speech, to which he referred today, he 
says: 

‘‘That brings me to the end my statement. It is a truism that in time of war 
Finance is the handmaiden of Defence,” 

Perhaps in free countries, hut in India what is true in this time of war 
is that India^ is the handmaiden of Great Britain,— 

“for no country can afford not to take the measures necessary for its own sur¬ 
vival.” 
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J am glad the Honourable the Finance Member has used the 
Churchillian phrase, forgetting the old phrases, reminisoient of great wars,, 
talking of creating a new world and a new order for all mankind now'. In 
one of his last speeches, Mr. Fhurchill, w'ith that brutal frankness for 
which he is famous, said, w’e are fighting this war to survive. And, there^ 
fore, the Honourable the Finance Member says, “no country can afford not 
to take the measures necessary for its own survival”. But I want to know 
wdiat country he is speaking of. India is bound to survive w'hatever the 
fate of this war mav be; Kngland may or may not. Is it suggested that 
because the war may go one way or the other, India may not survive. 
4(X) hundred millions of people of a huge country like this? What is the 
idea of survival? Why should any man or any country survive except it 
be for great objects? Is survival not a thing to be exhibited in museums'’ 
Surely a great nation asking another great nation to help her in the war 
must put something higher, more dignified, more self-respecting and more 
appealing than the mere ai)peal to the physical desire of survival: 

“In relation to the neetl.s of the present situation the sacrifices which I have to 
ask of the community at this stage are not excessive.*’ 

He asks the community to make sacrifices. At question time today 
my Honourable friend was asked about these high salaries; he seemed tO' 
bo quite happy about them. If he w'ants to ask the community to make 
sacrifices, why not begin with his own community? The order of things in 
this country seems to be, every community to sacrifice except the Indian 
Civil Service, specially the European members of the Indian Civil Service. 
No sacrifice there but the other communities must sacrifice, Indian and 
European, and they arc nol “excessive”. We shall riresently sec w'h’ether 
they are excessive or not And be concluded bv this w'nrning to us: 

“Clearly they are not the Inst that we shall he called upon to bear if India is 
to play a worthy part in securing the victory of civilisation over the dark force®: 
that would engulf it.” 

What is tile India he is speaking of, I want to know. “If India is to* 
play a w'orthy part”,—w'hich India is he thinking of, Mr. President? The 
India of the people who are professional loyalists? I want, if I may, to* 
warn the Government even in their last days against this class of profession¬ 
al loyalists. There are some men in my own country as in all countries 
who will w'orship tlie powers that be, w'hatever they are. If, God forbid,. 
Hitler comes to India, these loyalists will learn German, buy rose garlands 
and garland him and say: VisJmii Prithivi Pail" (Tliere is no Lord of 

the earth except Vishnu) and they will worship him. Do you want these 
])rofessional loyalists? I do .suggest that when the Honourable the Finance 
Member talks of India, he must give us some indication of what the India 
is that he is thinking of. And what is this “victory of civilisation over 
the dark forces that would engulf it”? Of course, the Britisher has got a 
sung sclf-cornplaccncy; lie is God's chosen and the other people are all 
God’s enemies. Tie is the final repository of all civilisation. I want to* 
know, if it is the methods of warfare, which is the civilised warfare, the- 
bombing of London or the bombing of Berlin? Both are bad according to* 
us. Our heart goes out to the women and children and the innocent men 
who are being killed by this indiscriminate bombing from the air. But 
what are you doing? I find the British broadcast says, “Aeroplanes flew 
over Berlin, houses destroyed, casualties” etc. Of course, it is alwavs the- 



301 


the INDIAN FINANCE (NO. 2) BILL 

other way; the other fellow does it, you do not. The other fellow bombs 
civilians, you do not bomb them, you only bomb armament factories, rail¬ 
way stations, aeroplane factories; as if, at a lieigljt of 30,000 feet, you can 
^listinguish so clearly that your bombers are always accurate and observe 
ci\ilised canons and llieii- bombers are so inaccurate as to boinh only 
civilians and not objects of armament manufacture. It seems to me, Sir, 
.that we want some more definition of what this civilisation is. And as 
for “dark forces” what are these dark forces? Germany, Italy, Russia, 
France and all the countries of Europe? If all iMirope has become a dark 
force, why not say “Europe”? What is the civilised country in Europe, 
according to the Finance Member, who is lighting with England against 
these dark forces? It seems to me. Sir, this is a tame ending to a tame 
speech. Evidently the Honourable the Finance Member himself does not 
feel enthusiastic, and that is why lu^ is no; able to pul :mv tan iuisias);i 
into his speech, or even in the concluding paragraph where he tries to be 
'enthusiastic. 

Now, Sir, my first point in support of my suggestion that this Jbiil 
should be rejected by tiiis House is that at tlie declaration of tliis war 
India was not consulted. I wonder if the (rovernmeiit of India were cou- 
Bulted. 1 do not know if they will give un answer, but J am sure Lord 
Linlithgow declared the war at the dictation of Whitehall or of Howning 
Fltreet, I do not think the .Government of India as an entity were at all 
<^onsulted about the deelaratioii of this war. J can ecu'tainly say that the 
people of India were not consulted; this House was not consulted. Indeed, 
Sir, this House was not even called in iSession for^maiiy months even after 
the declaration of war. And I read tlie other day a report of a debate in 
this House in wdiich when a (question was raised as to why the House was 
not summoned, the House gave leave, but the Viceroy turned it down on 
the ground that this House was not competent even to discuss why it was 
not summoned earlier. That is the respect which the Government of India 
pay to this House. Apart from this House, Sir, where the nou-official 
parties function as the Opposition, there were eleven ministries in office in 
the neighbouring provinces, including the seven Congress ministries. I 
want to know whether any of these provincial ministries,—whether m\ 
esteemed friend. Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan, Premier of the Punjab, even 
was consulted. India was dragged into this war without so much as “by 
your leave”. Colonel Amery in one of his speeches said; “The complaint 
seems to be that India was not formally consulted before this war w'as 
forced on India”. I join issue with him and say, “India w^as consulted 
neither formally nor informally”. This war was forced upon India without 
her consent. Tt is not so in respect of other countries. Mr. Anthony 
Eden, the peripatetic British politician, goes to America and tells the 
admiring American people, “Look at our Commonwealth; Australia, New 
Zealand, Canada,—all these dominions enter into this war of their own 
free will. They had the right to stay out; they decided to come in . 
What about India? The answer is, “India is rapidly on the way to become 
a Dominion”. That may deceive American audiences, hut it \yill not 
deceive any Indian audience. The point I am making is that while other 
countries were given the freedom and enjoy the freedom to say wdiether 
they will join this war or not, this country alone was treated as a door-mat. 
and the British Government compelled a state of belligerency upon us 
without our consent at all. Moreover, Sir, in the case of these Dominions 
tills power to join the war or not to join the war is not a mere formal power. 
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In South Africa General Smuts by the bare skin of his teeth is trying to 
keej) SoutJi Africa on the side of JBritain in this war. If General Hertzog 
and Dr. Malan had their way South Africa would by now have made peace 
with Herr Hitler. Indeed, Sir, some months ago General Hertzog made a 
motion in the South African House of Representatives that the South 
African Government ought to negotiate for a peace with Herr Hitler: and, 
if today General Smuts orders a general election in South Africa, T have 
no doubt in my own mind tliat the vote may be entirely different. And 
therefore South Africa is in this war after a frank and full discussion in its 
Parliament and by a pure majority vote. 


Ireland which is at the back of England and is its Achilles’ heel is 
neutral. Although she has been given a status slightly higher than a Domi¬ 
nion, ther(^ is an Anglo-Irish treaty; and only the other day Mr. De Valera 
said that, if jR*itain tried to violate the neutrality of Irish ports, there will be 
bloodshed in Ireland. Why talk of Ireland? Take Egypt, between whom 
and England there is an Anglo-Egyptian treaty guaranteeing Egyptian- 
independence, but subject to various safeguards in the mutual interests of 
Egyj)t and Rritain. Italy has invaded Egypt and do you knmv, 
Mr. President, that Egypt has not yet declared war on Italy? Egypt is 
neutral, and Egypt is not even a dominion. It seems to me, therefore, 
that to have forced this war on India without the consent of the people of' 
this country is a sufffeient insult to the manhood, to the self-respect, and 
to the patriotism of this country for us all to tell this Government. “If you 
want to declare war over our beads find the money from your own pockets; 
we are not going to pay^or a war in the declaration of which we had no 
pari or lot”. I am not saying for one moTuent that there may not bt* 
Honourable Members here or friends outside who may say that this war is 
a good war and that we should support Britain. But I ask my friends, 
whatever their view’s may be, w^hether it is right for a self-respecting 
nation or for a self-respecting individual to be forced to do what he may 
willingly do. After all there is nothing higher in htiman life than the 
freedom to do the right, as well as the freedom to do the wrong thing. T 
claim that this nation has and had a right to declare w^hether she will I’oin 
this war or not join this wnr. We have been denied this right. This 
Government has no moral right to call upon us to help us in this war. 
On this matter I am not alone. A.writer in the Round Table —undoubtedly 
an Imperialist magazine—said: 


“The one discordant note is the refu.sal of the Congress to back the war effort 
unless its political demands are first conceded; and even that note might never have 
been sounded if only means could have been found for obtaining the assent of poli- 
ticallv minded India to the inevitable decision to go to war," 

T am not saying tins—a writer in the Round Table savs it, that no 
attempt was made to get the consent of politically minded India to the 
decision to go to war: 
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M<iy f ask if even now tlie Ooverniiient of India know—let alone this 
House how the war is ^oin^ on? Tliis morning at question tinie, the 
HtJiiouiable the Detenee Seeretarv, when pressed bv questions as to how 
Iho war is going oii, parried and thrust and ultimately said that his experts 
are too busy to inform this House how the war is going on, and whenever 
they got time, ho will make a statement or place it on the table. While 
the experts are busy about other matters, we have to contrib\ite the funds 
to a war about whose progress they will tell us nothing. Can msult go 
further? 

I wish to appeal to those who w'ant to support England in this war: 
assuming they are right and we are wrong, is it consistent with their self- 
respect that they should be asked to shell out of their pockets money for a' 
war about the progress of which the experts whom wc are paying are too 
busy to inform us? Do the Government of India know' what the next 
moves in this war are going to be and how' it is being fo\ight? Above all, 
do ibe Government know’ what Ibe war or peace auiiv arc, anv inoie tijan 
the average Indian citi/.en, w'ho reads newspapers or listens to the radio, 
knows? What are the war aims? As I said, Mr. Winston Churchill has 
come down to ‘‘survival”. By all means survive; hut why should 1 he 
friglitfully enthusiastic about your survival? How does it interest me? 
When my own freedom and my owm country are placed in jeopardy, why 
should T bother about your survival? 

rha mahipatf—Icrita i/ttgalankara hhnto gatnh.'"^ 

Many emperors have liv(^d and gone: the world has not gone with them. 
You have had two centuries of empire. Go. Why should you survive? 
Jly all means, tell me why you should survive, and why you want to sur¬ 
vive, and then I shall consider. Tell me the great things which you want 
to do for civilisation and for humanity. But yon say merely “1 want to 
survive”. Survive. Why ask me to bear you on my back? What has 
British civilisation brought to this country for the last two centuries? I 
ask all friends here, to whatever parties they may belong: India today is 
one of the poorest countries in the world, with tlie highest percentage of 
illiteracy, disease, poverty and hunger stalking the land; and the badge >f. 
slavery is upon us; and yet you w’ant that w'e should help you to survive 
By ali means survive if you can, hut do not ask me to help you to survive. 

ft is not as if Mr. Winston Churchill s[)oke in a mood of absent-minded¬ 
ness about survival. In a later speech reported yesterday, he says in a 
verv expansive mood ‘‘Since we have been left alone in this w'orld struggle, 
we have reaffirmed or defined more precisely all cases of countries with 
wliom or for w^hom we drew' ihe swoi’d . What are those c'ountries.^ Austria, 
Czecho-Slovakia, Poland, Norway, Holland, Belgium and the greatest of all, 
France, and the latest of all, Greece. “For all those we will toil and strive 
and the w’ar of victory wdll lead to the liberation of them all. W^hat 
about India, asks plaintive India? Echo answers “What? Mr. Churchill, 
for whose coffers Sir leremv Baisinan wants this H^nus(' to find the money, 
has got a place in his large heart for all countries—Austria, Czecho-Slovakia. 
Poland, Noiwvav, Denmark, Holland, Belgium, France and Greece, hut no 
mention of India whatever. They wdll strive their best to secure the 
liberation of them all; and having secured their liberation they wdll sit 
more tightly on us if they can. That is what Mr. Churchill means when 
be talks about survival and civilisation. 
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Now, Sir, we have a Secretary of State called Colonel Ainery. 1 wish 
he takes to some other job, for he always puts his foot into it. Latterly he 
has never spoken without giving offence to India. In a speecli at Nagpur 
Lord Linlithgow .said that there are times when silence is better and I 
wish Colonel Amcry follows the advice of his Viceroy. FTe sj)oke at 
Blackpool or .some such place about two or three weeks ago, about a new 
order in Europe. That is the war aim and it had no reference to India at 
all except when he said that India may be attacked from the middle cast. 
In Colonel Amery’s mind—tliat is the mind of the Secretary of State for 
India—India does not exist except as a possession of Great Britain; and he 
is the Secretary of State for Indiji ! This upav woi-ld order for Europe' is an 
over-worked phrase. What is this Europe? A monstrosity of the Treaty 
of Versailles; and you want to build up a number of small nations fighting 
among themselves in order that you may create a new world order. Of 
course, Britain was very lucky: for two centuries she was able to make the 
European nations fight among themselves, advance them money, and then 
•come in at the peace table for the spoils. But the gods awake, though 
sometimes too late. The tables are now turned upon Britain, and Europe 
is an armed camp against England. England is fighting alone, and there¬ 
fore the idea of creating a new order in Europe is, I think, an impossibility. 

Turning back to the Honourable the Finance Member’s speech, he says: 

“The threats to India’s security from land, sea and air have, in the changed world 
conditions, become infinitely more menacing and clearly necessitated the taking of 
further measures.” 

What are these thrc'ats? Will he kindly tell us from what countries 
12 Noon expects these threats, and what are the steps which are 

being taken? No information at all,—but w(‘ must be told 

and we must believe,— for us not to reason, nob to question, but to votci 
and pa.\. I trust no self-respecting Member of this House will agree to 
this position that Government will not tell us even what these measures 
. are. 

And then Sir Jeremy Baisman sheds what I call crocodile tears when he 
says: 

“It is clear that passing under German domination of many of those European 
countries with which India had flourishing trade relations must for the time being 
exercise a serious adver.se effect on India’s export and import activities.” 

What has the Government done to help the agriculturists, in who.se 
products there is or there was till recently a slump in ])rices, to help 

• them to tide over these crises 

Then, Sir, mv Honourable friend told us that we must defend our- 
' solves, but ]nay I ask him and the Honourable the Defence Secretary 
•one (piestion—what ;ire our defences? blow many aeroplanes have we 
got; how many fighters have we got: how many bombers have we got? 
What is our strength in defence forces, and who is to run them? God 
forbid, if Italy, Bussia or Japan invades us, believe me, Mr. President, 
•every patriotic Indian who loves his country will have to throw liis hands 
up; otherwise it Avill be a slaughter of lakhs and crores of innocent men, 
women and children, because India is undefended today. You rnav argue 

• as much as you like about it; all this talk about the defence of India is 
mere bunkum. What they want to do of India is that she shall be an 
inexhaustible source of supply of cannon fodder, of materials and of 
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money. As for defending India: they have no use, and as my friend 
Mr. Asaf reminds me, the Chatfield Committee’s Report is a seathing 
condemnation of the inefficiency of the Defence Department of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India, and yet up to this moment, what have they done? 
The same old policy of distrust and suspicicn, of putting Europeans in key 
positions, of keeping up the unnatural distinction between martial and non- 
martial races. It is only in our country defence and patriotism have been 
sought to be divorced. In every country in the world, the youth of the 
country are organized in order to defend their country, but in India you 
keep up a distinction between martial and non-martial classes as a sepa¬ 
rate class,—we cannot approach them, they cannot approach us; and 
they are defending British Imperialism in India, and not India. I say 
that, even if this money is given, it will be spent not properly on India’s 
defences at all, but on the defence of British interests in the Ear East or 
the Near East or the Middle East. 

Now, there is a joke in this speevffi. The expenditure on air raid 
precautions is to bo met by the centre. What are these air raid precau^ 
tions? In my city I cannot go out after 6 o’clock except at 10 miles an 
hour, and all the places are absolutely dark. I am a layman, but what 
is the idea? Cannot aeroplanes come in daylight and drop bo7nhs? Can’t 
they come in moonlight nights and drop bombs? And even if they come, 
what is the defence that they have got? I am told there ure two anti¬ 
aircraft guns in Madras, one of which is out of action! That is the kind 
of precautions they have for the defence of this country. 

Then, as regards the requirements of aeroplanes for the defence of this 
country, Sir Jeremy Raisman gave .a negative assurance, for which I feel 
thankful,—he said the idea of having an aeroplane factory has not been 
abandoned. What a consoling statement, and with what composure docs 
he make this statement? Is there no anger or resentment in us? You 
treat us as if we are children . . . *. 

Mr. M. A, Jinnah (Bombay City: Muhammadan Urban): Non-violence. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti: I am grateful to Mr. Jinnah, tlie Leader of the 
Muslim League Party, for reminding me of our creed of non-violence, and 
I for one want to tell him and this House that non-violence is the only 
creed by which humanity can hope to survive. 1 put it to my friends. Sir, 
honestly and sincerely, if this war goes on like this, if aeroplanes are multi¬ 
plied a thousandfold, a millionfold, if bombs are dropped on innocent 
men, women and children, if this kind of slaughter goes on, then huma¬ 
nity will soon go back to the level of the Ape and tlu* Chimpanzee, and 
the world will become uninhabitable by man. You may laugh at us, our 
flesh may be W’eak,—mine is weak,—hut I put it to my friend Mr. Jinnah 
as to whether he does not see that the future of humanity rests on the 
acceptance of the creed of non-violence- sooner or later by the whole of 
humanity. 

Mr, M. A. Jinnah: I did not expect the Honourable Member to give 
us a lecture on the virtues of non-violence. What I said was when he was 
expressing his urge and anger, it was opposed to non-violence. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti: Now, Sir, I am glad to be taught a lesson ... 

Mr, M. A. Jinnah: If I am wrong, why be angry? 


0 
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Mr S. Satyamurti: T shall control my anger in the hope that he will 
follow my example. 1 shall be quite content if Mr. Jinnah also ceases to 
be angry. That will be good for the country. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: I don’t believe in non-violence. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: I don’t believe in being angry. 

1 repeat, Mr. President, with some confidence,—I put it even to 
those who are now engaged in this war, that this idea of mutual destruc¬ 
tion of humanity can lead humanity nowhere, and I suggest that non¬ 
violence is a proper ideal for us all to work. But I am not one of those 
who say that because we believe in non-violence the moment the first 
invader comes, India ought to be allowed to bricome a shamble. Surely, 
Mahatma Gandhi’s non-violence is the non-violence not of the coward, 
but of the brave. He preaches and practises it, he says that you must 
resist evil; in whatever form it comes you must resist evil, but non- 
violently, and therefore thei-e is no point in saying that nonviolence means 
no resistance. But speaking logically, the motion before the House is 
that there should be armaments made in this country, army preparations 
made for the defence of India and of Britain. If that is so, even from 
the narrow point of nonviolence, am I not entitled to say that you shall 
not have it? But I argue on the other plane, namely, that today, situat¬ 
ed as we are, we shall not be able to resist external aggression or keep 
internal order, except by minimum force for self-defence. And if I want 
defences for India, I do not want them like Britain, Germany or France 
for subjugating other countries. If at all India is to hftve defences, she 
will have them only for self-defence, and I think that on that ground I 
am abosolutely sound that the money which w^e are now asked to vote 
for is not going to be spent for ‘India’s defence, but for the defence of 
Britain in the East. Take the aeroplane factory,—and what does my 
friend say? He said that the scheme has not been abandoned? Why? 
Because Lord Beverbrook cannot spare any machinery for India; England 
must come first and last. Shipbuilding yards are dropped for the present, 
and now w^hat are they doing? They are merely bloating the Indian 
Army without attending to the other arms,—Navy and Air Force. 

And we are told that England wants India’s co-operation. I doubt 
that statement. England does not w'ant India’s co-operation. Co-opera¬ 
tion can be given only by a free people; slaves can give no co-operation, 
because they have no mind at all; they can be driven. Therefore, if 
Britain wants India’s co-operation, India must be free to decide to give 
or not to give co-operation. I, therefore, suggest that what England wants 
today of India is her men, her money and her materials; she does not 
w^ant the intellectual or the moral or the emotional co-operation, which a 
free India alone can give. 

We are told that sixty thousand troops have been sent out of this 
country. Where have they been sent, why have they been sent, wuth 
whose consent have they been sent? I again put it to those of my Hon¬ 
ourable friends who believe that India ought to help England in this war, 
whether w‘e come into the picture at any stage or to any extent at all. 
They simply treat o\ir men as if they are their property, our money as if 
it is theirs, our materials as if they can do whatever they like with them. 
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And today the Indian defence forces are still under the control of the 
foreigners and are only an appendage of British defence forces; they are 
not India’s defence forces in the genuine sense. Indeed, India as an 
entity does not count. Sir Jeremy Eaisman said in his speech that at the 
beginning of this war the assets of India were her man power and her 
materials. They still only want them and our money. 

We have now got in New Delhi an Eastern Group Conference. What 
is all this pother about? Who is Sir Alexander lloger? A trader coming 
here to buv? He now sits in this Conference dictating to the Eastern 
Group Conference, and the whole idea is that India should be and con- 
tinue to be a hewer of wood and a drawer of water for all the eastern 
possessions of Great Britain. I want tc know whether there is any idea 
in the mind of the Government to use this Conference or nsc such oppor¬ 
tunities as this w.ar may give, to nnake India self-sufhcient. Other 
countries have done it and are doing it. Australia has done it. The 
Australian Premier and other statesmen have said, Australia’s defence 
comes first, New Zealand's defence comes next and llrilain’s defence comes 
hist. In India’s case. Britaii\’s defence first, Ihdtain’s defence next, and 
India's defence comes nowhere 

As for tlie arrangement of war supplies and distribution of contracts, 
the less said the better. I am told that tlie Supply Department of the 
Government of India is a gross scandal, manned almost entirely by Euro- 
p(,.ins—liighcr oflicers—and striding like a Colossus over New Delhi. 
Thev are now engaged in the j)lcasant task of spending all the money we 
pay, in terms most advantageous to others’ convenience. May I say in 
passing, Mr. President, that the Indian Stores DepaHment, built up 
during a period of twenty years hv Sir James Pitkeathly and many 
others after him, today has become a handmaid of the Supply Depart 
inent? I am told that in the name of expeditious work, audit, previous 
sanction, the Finance Department’s control, all have been given the go-by. 
Even tenders are not invited. Cousins give orders to cousins, and the 
whole thing is done over the table as if it is a private mattL.r. I want 
to know from the Honourable the Finance Member whether the supplies 
required for this war are being got in such a manner as to conduce to the 
permanent advantage of India’s industries and enure to India’s pn;- 
sperity? As a matter of fact, I am told the argument is after all, the 
British taxpayer pays this money; therefore why not British firms 
benefit by it? I say, if that is so, why should India pay for this war at 
all? I suggest, Mr. President, that as a matter of fact all this War 
Supply Department and all the other works of the Government of India 
are calculaied more to help British interests in this (’ountry than to help 
genuine Indian interests. 

Then, after the war was declared, the Viceroy met Mahahna Gandhi 
and Mahatma Gandhi made a magnificent statement in wliich he said 
that he was willing that as far as in us lay we should give unconditional 
co-operation. If at that time there had been a single British statesman 
with the imagination, the statesmanship and the wisdom to respond, the 
history df India might have been different. But no. It was not forth¬ 
coming. Britain thought that India did not count and she might exploit 
India without the consent of her people. How did India react? The 
Congress Party in the Assembly abstained from attendance and the House 

c 1 
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went on merrily. Then the Ministries were withdrawn in the seven pro¬ 
vinces where the Congress Ministries were functioning—and they had been 
successfully functioning, and it had no effect whatever. And we have the 
suspension of the Legislatures, no election for this Assembly. 1 think 
very highly of this Assembly, but it is a seven year old infant which 
ought to have died after the fourth year,—it is a monstrosity! I mean 
no offence to anybody. Why should the Croveniment of India be afraid of 
elections? They are Constantly telling everybody that India’s public 
opinion is with them. If so, 1 invite them to dissolve Uiis House and order 
a fresh election, and dissolve the Provincial Legislatures and order fresh 
elections. 1 promise that they will get no friend of theirs returned. 
Why then do they say that the Indian people are with them? Are they 
afraid of elections? War? Why? In Australia tliey had election during 
the war. In Canada they had elections during the war. Why not in 
India? Because the truth of the matter is they know, none better, that 
the electorates are not with them and, therefore, they fight shy of elec¬ 
tions. In tlie provinces they have set civilians—tired old men—as Advi¬ 
sers who carry on merrily, and they have tiow issued—I am merely 
mentioning it as an illustration—an order in Madras that those students 
who do not attend colleges or schools for a day as a protest against the 
conviction or sentence of some national leader, like Pandit Jawahar Lai 
Nehru, may be disqualified for entering Government service, and if 
students of Government colleges, may be sent away from them. Can 
pettiness go further? Many of us are old people here, but I think many 
of us remember our young days. If in our young days we did not protest 
against this national insult, we should be unworthy of being students. 

I can understand old people being unpatriotic, but I cannot understand 
young people being unpatriotic, and it does seem to me that there is 
some hope for my nation when the young of the nation at least can feel 
strongly for the wrongs done to their leaders. Wherever yon go in the 
civilised world you do not find that order. If tomorrow a British Cabinet 
Minister is arrested by the German Government, would not llie students 
of (Cambridge and Oxford protest against it? Would you feel less about 
them ? 

Then, we are told, we are getting large war fund collections, that 
shows that the people are with us. I do not know about other provinces; 

I know about my province. I know His Excellency the Governor says 
very sincerely that the collections ought to be voluntary. I believe him, 
but I suggest to him and his Advisers that, unless the agency of the Gov- 
iernment officers, especially, the Sales-Tax Officers, Income-tax Officers, 
Commercial-Tax Officers and policemen are withdrawn, the collections 
vcannot be said to be truly voluntary. 

As ^he war w^ent on, in the first few months very big statements were 
made by British statesmen about a new heaven and a new earth, and 
some of us, much to the chagrin of our friends, believed that at the end 
of this war India would be free and that if British won this war, India's 
ireedom was assured. Nowg I have changed that belief altogether. I 
do not believe,—and I say it very sincerely,—that at the end of this war 
Viritain means to make India free. I am firm in my own mind. No 
•speeches, no repression, not'hmg wiW shake that conviction in my mind. 
And may I quote the testimony of my esteemed friend, Mr. Jinnah, the 
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President of the All-India Muslim League, who said that the British Gov¬ 
ernment do not seem to be desirous to part with power? 

That is the biggest epitaph on this Government. That is my magna 
carta. It seems to me perfectly clear that there is no Indian in this House 
or outside this House who believes that this Government mean to part 
with power. Yes, they want to win this^ war if possible with our help, 
if necessary without our help, but after having won this war, they want 
to sit tighter on the saddle in India. If that is my feeling, I can tell you, 
Mr. President, that it is the feeling of lakhs and lakhs and erbres of 
people in this country. That is a fact which you cannot ignore, which 
you cannot repress. I do not believe they mean to part with power, and 
they seem to argue that their days in Europe are over and that they must 
therefore keep something, and they want to keep India if they can; but 
let me assure them that we the people of India are determined to oppose 
this. We want the defeat of Hitlerism, of Eacisin and Stal'inism but we 
also want the defeat of Imperialism,—British or otherwise. However this 
w'ar may end and whenever it may end, I am confident that at the end 
of this war, there shall be no imperialism. The only question is whether 
British imperialism will liquidate itself in a generous mood or will be com¬ 
pelled to be liquidated by the combined foi’ces of the free peoples of this 
country and of the world arid, therefore, I believe that we must so far as 
in us lies see to it that fndia is not exploited for the benefit of Great 
Britain. 

Now, Sir, if Great Britain told us very sincerely ‘We are here. We 
have conquered you. We propose to stay here. Make no bones about 'if. 
I will at least respect her, but I hate all this sanctimonious humbug. 
Colonel Amery’s speech is a case in point. He begins b> paying a trib\ite 
to the Congress as the most distinguished political organisation, but he 
hopes to crush it now. I warn him that even if he tries his best the 
Congress will rise Phoenix-l'ike from the ashes. Then we have been told— 
and this is the burden of (k)lonel Amery’s s,peeeh, of Lord Linlithgow’s 
statement and of many others. “You are divided among yourselves. That 
is why we cannot give freedom to you.” My simple answer is ‘Yes, we 
may be divided on a thousand issues but I believe we are not divided on the 
one issue of the freedom of this country’. I do not believe there is a single 
Indian who says that Britain ought to continue to be here for ever as our 
over-lord and master. We all want the freedom of this country. Will, 
therefore, Britain oblige us by saying that at the end of the war she is 
out of the picture? If they will say so, we can settle all our domestic 
quarrels and problems overnight : 

'"Paraspara virodheshu vaipim pi.nchot aara mfom 

Do not exaggerate our quarrels. W^e are all Indians first and Indians 
last. We have been here for thousands of years. Our children and our 
children’s children will be here for thousands of years. We can and will 
settle our quarrels. You are the fly in the ointment. Therefore make 
yourself scarce, and if you will not make of yourself a nu'isance, we have 
every chance of settling this quarrel. If tomorrow, Hindus and Muham¬ 
madans make up their differences, they will say that the scheduled castes 
are against us. If day after tomorrow, we settle our differences with the 
scheduled classes, they will say that the princes are aga^inst us. If the 
day after that, we settle with them, then they will say ‘Oh, the European 
vested interests are against you’. If we come to a settlement with them 
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also, they will say: ‘We are against you’. Therefore, it is pni-Her 

ting up defence after defence. They want to give up last bu • 

They want to put up these defences. I proniise you, Mr. _ resK ’ , ‘ 
it these gentlemen will honestly say at the end of this war India s freedom 
is coining, that 40 crores of Indians will make up their quarie s ovcrnij^i . 
But while Colonel Amcry talks of India being divided, being disunited and 
having warring communities, on one point it seems to me that we are all 
united. I want to read this precious sentence of Colonel Amery. Colonel 

Arnory proceeds: . 

“In no respect has the essential unity of India’s outlook been shown more clearly 
than in the attitude which all parties and communities have from the outset of the 
war taken up in detestation of Nazi aggression and in their endorsement of our 
common cause. The greater our dilhcultics, the grav'cr the disasters that befell the 
Allied arms, the clearer has been the realisation in the minds of the Indian public that 
our cause is India's cause, the stronger the wave of sympathetic emotion for this 
country in its single handed fight, the more widespread the feeling that a purely 
political deadlock affecting the issues of today and tomorrow should not be allowed 
to stand in the way of India’s contributing a united and wholehearted effort to the 
cause upon whose victory depends the preservation of all her ideals and the ful¬ 
filment of all her aspirations.” 


We cannot unite on the freedom of our country but we can all unite 
on England’s struggle against (lernuiny. <)ur people arc so international 
that tliey cannot ho nati()n<il. They cannot undi*rstand India’s dithculties 
but th«3y can understand England’s difficulty! I say, Mi’. Pre.^’ident, that 
even the Secretary of State ought to have some resiiect for logic. 

Then, Sir, we had the st'ill-born offer of tlio Viceroy’s enlarged Executive 
Council, r would say no more about it because it is dead. 1 am sorry tliat 
the Indian Members of the E.xeeutivc' Council are as usual absent here, 
but 1 want to put it to them: ‘Do they count in the Viceroy’s Executive 
Council’? Does tlio Executive Council function at all? Is there any 
Council Govcrnmc'nt in Deflu? Was tliere any in Simla? Tlicy may not 
be able to speak on lu'count of tiu- Official Secrets Act, bnl to possess e vi¬ 
dence and refuse to give evidence is a presumption that the 

evidence if given will be against you. I put it to tliese 

gentlemen that the Executive Council, as it is, is a non-entitv, a 
zero and nothing hut a zero. We are told that the Viceroy’s offer presented 
to the Indian Leaders the opportunity of taking an effective and important 
part in the Government of India. No, a thousand times no! The Execu¬ 
tive Council does not function. The enlarged council will not function. 
Then Colonel Amery gives us an esstiy on constitution. He says that Domi¬ 
nion Status is higher than independence. May I know then why not give us 
sometliing lower? And I want to expose one fallacy behind all tlvJs. There 
are some friends here and elsewhere who think that India ouglit to he 
content with Dominion Status. My simple demand is that an indejiendent 
free India ought to be allowral to decide her own political status and her 
own future. Why should I be told what is good for me? Lot India come 
by her own manhood and I can then understand India deciding in favour 
of Dominion Status, 'it may he. We shall then argue this out, those who 
are for independence and those for Dominion Status but for you to say: ‘I 
know better than you what is good for you’ and to force Dominion Status 
on me is not consistent with my self-respect or my patriotism. 


Sir Oowas]! Jehangir (Bombay City: Non Muhammadan Urban): May 
I ask, how are you going to decide this important matter? Will the 
Honourable Member tell us his method? 
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(Nominated Non-Of&cial); Working 

Bb. S. Satyamurtl; I^et mo tell my friend, Colonel Sir Henry Gidney, 
that he seems to be exactly where he was since I last met him. 

I say that this question must be solved with the help of all represen¬ 
tative and distinguished Indians who can speak in the name of the people 
of India. I suggest that the demand of the Congress has been, is and 
will be that the constitution of a free India shall be determined by a 
constituent assembly based on adult suffrage in which all minorities will 
be returned by separate electorates. Can anything be fairer, more demo¬ 
cratic, juster? I want to know what is wrong with it. Of course, if they 
have no use for democracy, I cannot argue about that, but if Britain 
figats for democracy, I suggest that it is a most democratic, it is a most 
just solution. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Britain has never said she is tighting for demo¬ 
cracy. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Very good, 1 will leave that to Government and 
to Mr. Jinnah. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Britain has never said that she is fighting for 
democracy in the world. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Then, what for? Why should we pay the money 
then? 1 am very grateful to my Honourable friend for pointing out that 
Britain is not fighting for democracy. What then is shi' fighting for? 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: For her survival. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti: That is a different matter, but why should we 
pay for it? What we have got to vote for is whether we shall pay the 
money for Britain’s sui'vival. I have no interest in that, I am no^ 
interested in a museum. I do not want to keep survivals in the museum. 
Let them pay for their own museum if they want one. (Interruption.) 
Then. Sir, Mr. Amery told us something very interesting; “Oh, yes, 
Loiriinion Status”, but Lord lialfoiir has stated that status is one thing, 
and function is another’ and “therefore, while you have Dominion 
Status, you need not acquire the two functions of defence and foreign 
affairs”. I want to be very courteous to this gentleman, but may I ask 
what they have made of the defence of this country? Do you know. Sir, 
they have disarmed the whole nation, emasculated the whole people so 
much that the firing of time guns at four o’clock stfartles people, that we 
cannot look at a formation of bombers but try to seek shelter, and that 
the booming of guns makes us feel that we are nearly dead? That^ is 
what you have made of the defence of this country I Is this country being 
defended at all, and are our people being rendered capable of defending 
themselves? Our people are doubtless branded with the seal of inferio¬ 
rity upon US till we are held up to contempt and today we are in the 
position that wo cannot defend ourselves except as humble slaves. I, 
therefore, say, having mismanaged the affairs of this country for two 
hundred years, in God’s name get out. We shall make something of 
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the defence of this country. We are four hunderd millions. Out of the 
talents of these people we shall produce men who can defend the country 
and who can even save you. You cannot save us. 

And as for foreign affairs, Afr. President, may I know how they have 
managed their own foreign affairs? Who is their friend in the country 
now? Has Great Britain got any friend in the world now? 

An Honourable Member; Greece. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Greece. Then France, Mr. President, the most 
chivalrous and the bravest country in the world, France by whom England 
swore, hates Britain today, and the way Britain talks of the men of 
Vichy as the traitors of Vichy shows that Britain cannot be fair towards 
a fallen foe. 

Mr. F. E. James (Madras: European); What about the men of 
Wardha? 


Mr. S. Satyamurti: Mr. James tries to talk of the men of Wardha. I 
suggest that humble people ought not to try to imitate great people. Let 
him wait till he gets his chance and in the meantime let him keep his 
tongue in his mouth. I suggest, Mr. President, that the way in which 
every country in Europe looks at you, what does that show? Who are 
your friends? Take Germany, Italy, Russia—Russia hates you. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gkdney: No, no. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti: And who are your friends? 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: The United States. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti: Yes: Cash and carry! We are told that the 
Islamic countries are .vith Great Britain. Now, Egypt is still neutral, 
and Turkey won’t touch you with a pair of tongs. She would rather bo 
friends with Russia. Palestine knows what you are. And, therefore, I 
want to know what you have made of your foreign policy; you have made 
a mess of it; your name stinks in the nostrils of every nation in Europe- 
they have no respect for you; and as for America, your first cousins' 
they say, ‘'cash and carry”. You borrowed from them, you would not 
pay them and, therefore, they tell you. “thank you”. And if America 
^day want^ to sell you more aeroplanes, that is because America knows 
that the Atlantic is a na^ow sea and, therefore, she wants to fight, but 
saying all this in disgust or anger; but when you try to'insult 
me and say that you are not capable of conducting your own foreism 

worif vve shall ® ^ functioning in a free 

rNepai or anv ofL? about Ceylon or Burma or Afghanistan 

^ other country, we shall govern our own countrv with' 

h ideal We have 2h 

culturally* except perhaps 

y. shall live at peace with the rest of the world.” And, 
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thereiore. 1 suggest that in respect oi deience and foreign affairs, you 
have proved yourself thoroughly incompetent, get out, and give me^ a 
cbance and I snaU make soTnething better oi tbia country. 


And then. Sir, we are told that at the end oi the war there will be 
a new Round Table Conference. I was not in the Round Table Con¬ 
ference but I think I c.in speak for all those Honourable Members who 
were on the Round Table Conference that they do not want any more 
Round Table Conferences. We only want this—that there should be a 
declaration of independence here and now, to be implemented after the 
war, no doubt, with a national Government at the Centre, representative 
of the main parties in this House; and then we said we would help in 
the defence of India, whi(;h would mean in this war, and what was the 
answer? A contemptuous negative. And Mr. Rajagopalacharia made 
the offer that we should be quite willing to have a Muslim Jjeague 
Premier choosing his own colleagues .... 


Sir Syed Raza All (Cities of the United Provinces: Muhammadan 
Urban): Was it an honest offer? 

Mr. S. Satyamurtl: I am surprised at my Honourable friend asking 
that question. It was a very sincere,—a very honest, a very earnest 
offer. 

Sir Syed Raza All: This offer ought to have been made to Mr. 
Jinnah and not to the Daily Herald. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra District: Muhammadan Rural): 
To whom was it made? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: But the Government have rejected that offer, and, 
therefore, it has lapsed. So far as the Congress are concerned, the pro¬ 
vocation is the most unbearable. If today we w^anted to give trouble, 
to embarrass Britain, nothing is easier than starting some kind of struggle 
which, whatever its result may be and I have no doubt in my own rniiid 
about its result, will cause the maximum inconvenience and embarrass¬ 
ment to all concerned. But Mahatma Gandhi has said—and he always 
speaks what he means and he means w'hat he speaks—that he does not 
want to embarrass Great Britain, and. therefore, there is no idea of mass 
civil disobedience, but Mahatma Gandhi naturally wants that he must 
vindicate his faith in non-violence and, secondly, the faith which all of 
us have that India’s participation in this war is forced and ought not to 
be given unless India’s freedom is assured. Now that Indta is not free, 
we say that we cannot give this co-operation except on the basis of the 
freedom of India. Hosv are you going to deal with this movement? Yes, 
Government used Mahatma Gandhi when it suited their purpose. If 
today there is no revolution in this country, if one man is responsible 
more than any other for that state of affairs, it is Mahatma Gandhi. Let 
there be no mistake about it: and when there was a nm on the Banks 
and money was being withdrawn and currency notes were being cashed, 
Mahatma Gnndbi wrote in the columns of the Hariian urging people not 
to do that and I think more than one Provincial Government printed 
lakhs and lakhs of copies of that article. 
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Yes, you found use for him but when he gives you proper advice, which 
does not suit you just now, you have no use for him. And what do you 
propose to do with this movement? You think you can repress it. Now, 
Sir, we have no complaint against the repression as such if we break the 
law. We do it knowing the consequences, hut the sentence of four vears 
on Pandit Jawahar Lai, 1 am sure, has disgusted every decent Honourable 
IMemhcr in this House. That is not tlie way in which you can manufacture 
patriotism or love of yourself in this country. It is just as if Mr. Churchill 
were to send Major Attlee to prison for four years just to cany on the war 
against Germanv. Pandit Jawahar Lai is not a mere man: he is the 
embodiment of the freedom-hunger of this nation. Therefore, his imprison¬ 
ment means the imprisonment of the soul of India. I, therefore, suggest 
that this kind of repression will lead you nowhere but into a morass. 

While you are anxious to get money from us, what about retrenchment? 
What about a small (.‘Ut in your saiari(‘s? \Ve are told of emergencies 
always. Why not begin at home and give us an example? There is an 
increase of salaries galore for doing the same job or slightly easier job. 
Then, why should there be on the merits of this Bill a supplementary 
Finance J3ill now? ft is rather an unusual course. If there is a deficit 
Budget, will the Heavens fall? The money has been found for all non¬ 
recurring expenditure, and why should we not wait till some time later in 
the year and see what the financial returns are, and where we stand and 
then bring tliese up along with the mam F^inance Piill ? Why dislocate trade 
and industry just in the middle of the \ear? What is the purpose? 
Secondly, I was not present here but on ]Mr. Joshi's pertinent question,— 
so the newspapers reported,—the cool Honourable the Finance Member 
with some warmth said; ‘"The House may be presumed to have delegated 
some powers to the Slanding Finance Committee.’^ I do not think the 
House has delegated to the Standing Finance Committee the power to 
vote or approve supplemental demands, and, as a member for a number of 
years of the Public Accounts Committee, may I tell the Honourable the 
Finance Member and the House that it was agreed that as early as it is 
possible, supplementary grants should be brought before this House? 
There is no point in waiting till late in the day especially if the expenditure 
has been or is being incurred. If you cannot estimate the entire figure, 
you can put down a token supplementary demand, but the idea of keeping 
back supplementary demands altogether and sanctioning possible votable 
expenditure is against even the limited democratic privileges of this House. 

Now, Sir, I have said all this in order to convince my Honourable 
friends in this House that we, who oppose the Finance Bill, are convinced 
that this war has been forced upon India, that this war todav is not India’s 
war, that Britain is not fighting for India’s freedom, that Britain does not 
propose to confer upon India either independence or even Dominion Status 
or even any higher status than she enjoys now, except with very big 
reservations like Defence and Foreign affairs. But I want the Government 
also to understand that while they may get the co-operation of a few people 
here or a few people there, that is not going to help them to win this war. 
If this war means the war of right against might, as they themselves claim, 
then the only right thing they can do is to do the right thing themselves. 
India is the acid test of Great Britain’s sincerity. Will Great Britain do 
,the fair thing by India? Will Great Britain declare India independent 
at the end of the war? Give us a national Government and then we will 
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give what we conaidet neeessarv lor the Aeleoee ol India TiW then 

but, I repeat, i ao not want British Jmponahsm to survive this war. 

Now, so far us Britain is concerned, slie may for the present earrv on 
By «1> curry on as long as you can and as long as we let yrLr^^v 

on, but the day of reckoning m coming sooner than later. Then /find th-\t 
even during this war when your hearths and homes arc being attacked iml 

not nielt"^ Sometii'T ^u'hlessly killed, your hearts will 

not melt, boinetnnes m my sad momenta I reftect that Britain seems to 

prefer to I'C defeated by (lerniany rattier Ilian do jiisliee tu India. Is +hat 
their feeling? I sincerely hope it is not. (let rid of this colour prejudice. 
We are human beings just as human as you are. You and we have been 
together for quite a long time. Jlefore it is too lat-, flo the right thing by 
us, and a free India and a free England may vet man !i logethei*. Bul^the 
sands in the glass are running out, and you seem to think that you ean 
exploit our differences. We are told that the war is going on and they can 
do nothing now^ Was not the war going on wlnni the J^ritish Ambassador 
in INIoscow was recalled overnight and Sir Stafford (’ripps, the had hoy of 
the Ih’itish Parliament, was made (ho British Ainbassadf'c’ in Russia? 
Was it not a miracle? When \ou want to do a thing, you can do it. 
When yon do not like to do a thing, you can invent oxenses. Did not Mr. 
(Churchill offer France Franeo-British citizenship on equal terms although 
she is a foreign country altogether? You sav that Britain can do the right 
thing only when India is absolutely undivided. Then the right thing for 
India seems to he not to do any thing for the present war. The dermind of 
the Congress for India’s independence is at least tim vears old. It is not a 
war demand: it has been there. Maiilana Zafar .Mi Khan knows it and 
we are not now trying to exploit Britain’s diHieultic'S. Tlie question of 
India’s independence has been in tlie fore-front of India’s foremost political 
organisations all these ten years. Wliv do yf>u, then, pretend that we are 
trying to exploit your difficulties? Wo arc too chivalrous, too gemuMus, 
too humane, to seek to exploit vour difficulties, hut in God’s name do not 
exploit our present abject condilion. Bo not try to create more differen ^s 
among us. 


Finally, Sir, I do not know what the fate of the Honourable Sir Jeremy 
Kaisman’s motion or the fate of this Bill is going to he. All the Finance 
Bills have been certified all these years. I hope that will be the fate of 
this Bill also, because the British Government never learns or forgets. 
But, so far as this House is concerned, so far at least as this section of the 
House is concerned, we want to make it perfectly clear by our attitude 
towards this motion that the people of Tn^lia are not with Great Britain 
in this war. You may pretend as much as you like, but we want America 
to know and we want the whole world to know, we want the neutral nations 
to know, we want Turkey, Egypt and Palestine to know that we, the people 
of India’, have no part or lok with Britain in this war, until and unless she 
makes up her mind to do the just thing by India in terms of the fieedom of 
India. 

Mr President, I have given all these arguments in the hope that I have 
said nothing to make any Indian feel that the Congress speaks for one 
section or for one Party. We all belong to one great political organisation, 
but to the extent to which w'e ean, in our faltering accents and weak logic, 
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convince the people of India. We want to convince them 
ideal of the freedom of India for which the Congress fights, will hght, and 
will go on fighting till it is attained, it is not lighting for anv section or 
community, but for the great people of a great country. With these words, 
Sir, I oppose this motion. 

Mr. L. 0. Buss (Nominated Non-Ofhcial): I sliould like, Mr. President, 
first of all, to express what I think must be general satisfaction from the 
purely financial point of view that the extra expenditure which has already 
be*ui incurred and is likely to be incurred during the remainder of the 
current financial year is, all things considered, on a fairly modest scale. 
Compared with the expense to the United Kingdom Exchequer of carrying 
on the w’ar, our liabilities out here appear almost microscopic. But there 
are both good and bad aspects of that. As I have said, we can hardly 
avoid satisfaction that the call on oiir pockets is not larger and there is the 
further cause for gratification that there has only been a comparatively 
small encroachment on our reserves of taxable capacity. On the other 
hand, had we been in a better position to go ahead w'ith our expansion 
programme, we miglit well have spent appreciably larger sums to our very 
great advantage. That, 8ir, is what I regard as the adverse aspect of the 
position, which the Finance Member placed before the House in liis state¬ 
ment last Tuesday. It will be no news to the Government of Iruiia that 
there has for a long time been a strong feeling, I might almost say a 
conviction, in many quarters that the progress made in all forms of expan¬ 
sion has been far too slow. For example, this is the first time we have 
heard about the 500,000 men of all arms which is the present objective. 
This is" very satisfactory news and a refreshing contrast' to previous state¬ 
ments on this subject which have been vague and by no means reassuring— 
which have in fact given rise to misunderstanding and a feeling of 
despondency. We welcome both the definite programme which has now 
been placed before us and the assurance that as soon as it is completed, 
a further programme will be undertaken as may be necessary in the light 
of conditions at the time. 

It will not be out of place to mention here the general question of 
Government’s activities in the sphere of publicity. I realise very well that 
it would be highly imprudent to publish to the world every detail of 
India’s war preparations and schemes and that it is no easy matter to 
decide what can and what cannot be disclosed, but T am afraid that the 
very meagre information which it is customary to give to the public and, 
if I may say so, the unimaginative form in which it is frequently presented 
to them is largely responsible for the uneasy feeling which exists that 
much more might have been done both to increase the momentum of our 
war effort and to stimulate the enthusiasm of all who have India’s welfare 
at heart to that pitch of keenness which will he necessary to ensure that 
we shall emerge victorious from this conflict. 

Turning now to the provisions of this Bill, it is a truism to say that 
none of ns like to put our hands more deeply into our pockets than is 
necessary. The question therefore arises whether the occasion is such as 
to render necessary the raising of the six crores annually which' the Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member expects to obtain from the increased Income 
Tax and additional charges under the head of Posts and Telegraphs which 
he desires to impose. To that I answer unhesitatingly “yes”. I will go 
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iv\TtV\et ttud that It would have been a derehatvou oi dut^ to puiBuo a 
policy oi laUiez-faire at thla critical iuncture In the iortunes oi India. 

There are, however, hound to be differences oi opinion as to the best 
way of raising the funds now required. We have witnessed in recent years 
a constant rise in the burden of taxes on income and T think I niav say 
that in ordinary circumstances we should strenuouslv oppose this further 
encroachment on the dwindling margin which is left to individuals and 
business enterprises after meeting the demands of the tax-gatherer. But 
the circumstances are not ordinary. The times are out of joint and we, on 
the.sc Beiudies, leel that we have no option but to face what is coming to 
us with what cheerfulness wc can muster. We are after all still much 
more favourably placed than the taxpayer in the Unitiul Kingdom. Not 
only is his fimineral burden ;» gr>evous one but also he is faced day after 
day and night niter night with the risk (d injury or death those he holds 
dear and to himself. Mercifully we m this country have been spared that 
added burden so far, but if the day comes, as wcU U irmy, \vhen we too 
have to face death and destruction In our daily lives. I sincerely hope we 
shall be able to emulate the courage and endurancf' nf those who have so 
well shown us the way how to act in adversity. The least we can do now 
is to face with sang froid the financial responsibility which the stress of 
circumstances has laid upon us. 

1 must, however, emphasise that there are visible limits lo what 
‘increased’ Income Tax can yield. Those of us who have the privilege of 
contributing to the exchequer in this way are comparatively few in number 
and I am sure my Honourable friend the Tinance iMember has no illusions 
about what lie can expect to raise as an ultimate maximum from this 
source. 

The jiroposed increases in charges for the postal, telegraphic and tele¬ 
phone services are in a different category and I have no doubt we shall hear 
' a gKXid deal about them during the course of this debate. On general 
grounds we must all ot us regret the necessity for raising the postage 
charges. The addition of 25 per cent, to the minimum rat ‘ toi inland 
letters is no small burden un business houses but it is necessary to bear 
in mind that the proposed rate was actually in force not so very long ago 
so that it is merely a question of returning to the status quo ante. I cnu 
hai'dly think that there will be serious opposition to thi.s increased charge 
in times like the present. The other postage increases are naturally un¬ 
welcome but I think that in the aggregate they must constitute a lesser 
burden than the additional charge for postage on inland letters and I 
cannot seriously contest the Finance Member’s plans for raising revenue 
in this way. 

(‘oming now to the increase in charges for telegrams, here again, the 
total burden on commerce and industry will be considerable but I am 
bound to confess that I do not think the individual user of the telegraph 
service will notice any appreciable impact on his budget and the percentage 
of increase is small. 

Finally, there is the proposed enhancement of trunk telephone charges 
by 10 per cent, and here I must confess I experience considerable difficulty 
in accepting the Finance Member’s proposals. There are two main 
grounds of complaint against conditions as they at present exist in the 
telephone trunk service, first, the system of so-called urgent calls at double 
rates, and, second, the use of the lines on official business. 



318 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[llTH Nov. 1940 


[Mr. L. C. Buss.] 

As regards the former, the Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs 
has, 1 think, already had his attention drawn to the inequitable way in 
which the double-rate system operates. It is, 1 admit, good business for 
his Department and must iiave brought a Jot of grist to the mill, but its 
effect has been to transform the service from a public utility to the 
preserve of the ri(*li man and tlie gambler. The rich man will not boggle 
at paying the extra cost to ensure a successful call within a reasonable 
time and the gambler, even though his means may not be very ample, will 
think it money well spent if he stands to gain an appreciable margin on 
the transaction which he is negotTating. The unfortunate private indivi¬ 
dual who is not over-plentifully endowed with riches but has urgent 
personal reasons for putting through a call may well find himself quite 
unable to do so without being mulcted of a sum for a double rate call which 
may be a severe hardship to him, because he finds that the lines are fully 
occupied for hours on end by the plutoca-als and gambleis to whom I have 
referred. As regards ofticial calls, it is only human nature that when the 
cost is merely a matter of debiting one Department and crediting another, 
and “when in any case it does not fall on the individual concerned, there 
should grow up a somewhat elastic idea ol what constitutes a reason tor 
urgency and priority. [ have little doubt in my own mind that there 
could be a very material reduction in the volume and duration of otficial 
calls without impairing the efficiency of the war organisation, and wx 
corresponding improvement in the service to tlie piihlic. Indeed, one 
responsible orgaiiisation with which 1 am in contact goes so far as to claim 
that the trunk telephone lines are now practically haired to the public due 
to indiscriminate and excessive use. by Government officials ! 

The imposition of a further 10 per cent, on the e.xisting charges will 
serve mainly to increase the. disabilities of those wlio arc least able to 
cope with the present situation. [ am not aware how much the Finance 
Merriber expects to secure from this 10 per cent, surcharge on trunk calls, 
but if it is not a very malerial sum, I would earnestly ask him to consider 
whether its imposition is justified. In particular, what percentage of it is 
represented by otfidal calls, or in other words the lobbing of iMer nierelv 
to pay Paul? 


To sum up, with this one exception regarding which T ask for furl her 
consideration, T am prepared to accept on behalf of the European Group, 
all the proposals which the Finance Member has placed before this House 
hnt in doing so T should he failing in mv dutv if T did not make one 
important stipulation. Tt is inherent in airthat T have said today that (he 
expenditure for w'hich we are asked to make this special provision is in 
furtherance of our war commitments and preparations. Were we not 
assured of that, our views about this Finance Bill would he very different. 
We could not at this crisis in our affairs view with equanimity any 
abnormal expeuditurc on civil services not connected with the furtherance 
of our defensive and offensive measures, hut T do not think ihat the 
Member can be criticised on this score since practicallv all the 
additional expenditure to which he has referred in his statement is essen¬ 
tially connected with war conditions. 

Even in the sphere of our war activities w^e should not he prepared to 
acquiesce m excessive expenditure which could he avoided and T refer 
particularly to the expansion of establishments and the creation of highly 
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paid to which criticism has frequently been directed. I commend 

this to t e most careful attention of the Finance Member in the hope that, 
while affording every possible facility to those Departments which are 
concerned with India s prosec.ution of the war, he will be ruthless in pruning 
expenditure which is non-essential and can be dispensed with. 

In conclusion, Sir, I should like to reiterate what has already been 
said outside this House in for more eloquent language than I have at my 
command. This war in which the British CVmimonwealth of Kations is 
engaged is our war here in India just as much' as it is the war of our 
brothers overseas in Europe and tlie Middle East who are already in the 
fighting line. Let us make no mistake about that, and let us be prepared 
to bear our share man fully of the financial burden imposed on us, in 
thankfulness that we have so far been spared tlie added trial of blood and 
tears. 

!ll(r. Sri Prftk&S& (Allahabad and Jlumsi Divisions: Nt)n-]Vriiliammadan 
Rural): Sir, as it is possible that in the course of,the teniarks that I might 

j y ^ •be called upon to make, there may be some harsh expressions, 
some bitterness, some unpleasantness, I should like, with 
your permission, at the very outset to [lay my tribute of p^-aise, of admi¬ 
ration, of affection and of sympathy to the countless men, women and 
children of many unctions who are today innocent and helpless victims of 
aggression, and are suffering so terribly only to satisfy the ambitions of the 
wicked few who are in charge of the Governments of all these nations. 

I should like to say straight-off that my affection for all the peoples of the 
w’orld is equally great and my condemnation of their governments is also 
equally profound. 

Sir, it must be a matter of some satisfaction lo rny Honourable friends 
opposite to find that the representatives of the Indian National Congress 
have arrived in the nick of tune to give them the moral support of their 
presence in the ardous task of saving the world. And it is a matter of 
some satisfaction to me also to he here almost as a stranger in a House 
which was so familiar, when I find that two of my colleagues, one w'hose 
seat I find is next to me. Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliw’al, and one 
whose seat is in front of me, Professor N. G. Ranga, are safely clapj ^d 
in jail in order, I fear, to defend my country from danger! I have also some 
sombre satisfaction in the fact that hundreds and thousands of other 
noble men and w^onien of our country are being hounded down by the 
senseless, tlie nefaroius, the scandalous Defence of India Rules. I shall 
come to these rules before very long. Above all niy heart is very full 
when I think that one of the noblest of the sons of our country, one of 
the greatest of living men, one of the truest of human beings, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, has been sentenced to no less than four years of rigorous imprison¬ 
ment. (Cries of “Shame”.) It is not so much a matter of shame as of 
sorrow, because there is something wrong somewhere when things like 
that can happen. The only reason that I can think of, on the spur of the 
moment, as to wKy Jawaharlal Nehru, to whom I am bound by the 
strongest ties of affection because of a friendship that has existed for two 
generations, w^hy that great man has been sentenced to no less tham four 
years, is that the Secretary of State for India was born in Gorakhpur, and 
Jawgiiarlul Nehru was arrested for a speech made in Gorakhpur and sen¬ 
tenced there. If the two things have anything to do with each other, it 
is indeed a matter for some tragic satisfaction. I understand that all 
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these things are done in order to save the liberty of my country, and the 
Honourable the Finance Member used words of great fervour and elo¬ 
quence towards the end of his speech when he called upon every man and 
woman and child to bear the burden of taxation he was imposing on all 
so that the “dark forces” thart are threatening to engulf the world may 
be warded off. 

Now, what is liberty? I imderstand there are two famous statues 
dedicated to liberty in the world today. I understand one dominates the 
Atlantic—it is on the shores of that great ocean on the soil of America. 
That statue beckons to all to flight against an aggressor, to throw off the 
yoke of whoever tries to subjugate a nation. It commemorates the wsfr 
of independence of the American people against the British. Therefore, 
if liberty means anything it means this, that it is the right of every people 
to see to it that no foreigner shall rule them. The other statue of liberty 
is in Paris: it stands where the Bastille once stood. It is a beautiful sta¬ 
tue on a tall pillar. It carries a torch of knowledge in one hand and the 

broken chains of slavery in the other. It stands for internal peace and 
internal order. It calls on all to fight against their own people if they 

oppress the weak. What did the Bastille stand for? It stood for just 

this: that any one could be clapped into jail for an indefinite period without 
charge or trial. Every jail in India has today been turned into a Bastille; 
and if my Honourable friends will only care to see the Defence of India 
Kules, they will find that the smaller fry in the districts can get hold of 
any one they dislike and put him in jail without charge or trial, against 

all the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code, for two months. 

Mr. Presdient (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): The Honourable 
Member can resume his speech after Lunch. 


The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. 

The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) in the Chair. 


Mr. Sri Prakasa: Mr. Deputy President, in the course of the few 
minutes that 1 was privileged to speak before the House rose^for lunch, I 
paid a tribute to the innocent inhabitants of all the countries that were 
suffering from aggression, whether of Nazi Germany or Imperialist Eng¬ 
land. I should like to repeat that I am full of admiration for the forti¬ 
tude and the courage with which all these innocent persons are carrying 
on their day to day work and trying to keep social life going. One can¬ 
not but think of the brave little children on the great boat, which un¬ 
happily was called after my own city of Benares, which was engulfed in the 
dark waters of the Atlantic. We‘cannot but bo sad for the innocent lives 
that were lost in such tragic circumstances; and so also. Sir, we are sad 
that the great treasures of art, whether represented by St. Pauls in Lon¬ 
don or by the Churches in Borne, should be endangered, because some per¬ 
sons cannot find any other way of ventilating their grievances or express¬ 
ing their resentment except by bombing these which are really the com¬ 
mon heritage of all mankind. 
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Sir, before I proceed any further, I should like also to say, that speak¬ 
ing in this House, I have a sad, almost an unholy feeling that I am play¬ 
ing the coward. This House is a privileged Assembly, and one can speak 
anything one likes without any danger from the activities of the other 
side. But, Sir, I am hoping that, not before long, the ban on our lips 
will be removed, and that we shall be free outside to speak, as we are 
speaking here today; and then. Sir, at least we shall be able to wash off 
the charge of cowardice that today can be safely laid at our door, because 
when we are speaking in this House it can be said that we do so in a privi¬ 
leged position. I make this reference here, because it was my unhappy 
lot on one occasion when the predecessor of my friend the Finance Mem¬ 
ber did say that I was taking undue advantage of the privilege of this 
Assembly to speak what T dared not speak outside*. On ihat occasion, I 
told him as well as the Government that I was willing to walk out with 
him outside the magic circle of the privilege of this House, and speak 
wdiat I was speaking here. At this moment, howee er, I cannot say so, 
because my orders are not to speak openly just yet; but T am hoping that 
these orders will be gone before long. 

Sir, I was saying this morning that under the Defence of India? Rules 
various officials have been authorised to catch hold of any one they dis¬ 
like and keep him in jail for a couple of months. Section 129 of the 
Defence of India Rules reads: 

“Any police officer, not helow the rank of a head constable, etc., may arrest 
without warrant;” 

And a loerson so arrested, is ke]d in conrmeinent for a couple of months. 
Then, on some dark night, som(‘l)ody moves the Governnicnt of India 
at headquarters hero, and that charge is suddenly chaiiged fioni one under 
section 120 to one under section 20. I have no idea whether Government 
hero take any pains to find out wlu'lher the* person who has I'loon run in by 
a j^olice ca)ns(able at Benares is a persoii who d('s(‘rves to 1)0 kept in in in¬ 
definite eonfineiiient or not. 1 believe they sign like so many automatons. 
They liave plenty of time to sign blank papers of that sort, I believe. I 
find it difficult to belie*ve that my friends opy)osite can possibly have in 
their offices here the dossiers of all these yoimginen who are mm in under 
section 129 and later charged under section 26 while they are still in con¬ 
finement. I will give the c{ise of a student of the Kashi Vidyapith of 
Benares, Mr. Krishnasw'ainy; and as no one opposite is taking any note, 

I take it that no one cares. This yoiingrnan is a brilliant student of the 
\'idyapitb. He has just passed liis graduation examination; he is pre¬ 
paring his thesis, the submission of which is necessary before he can, 
finally get that degree. One fine morning he is arrested under section 
129. I looked u[) t^he rules. I said to myself: ‘It does not matter; it is 
only a question of two months; the yoiingrnan will be set free and he will 
come back to us.’ Then, suddenly, I understand that the section has 
been changed to 26, and he is there in confinement for an indefinite 
period. The Joint Magistrate informed me over the phone thali he is to 
be confined during His Majesty’s pleasure. . . . 

P&hdit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra (Presidency Division: Non-Muhammadan 
Rurnl); What is the charge against him? 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: The charge is that the head constable of that locality 
does not like him, because the section requires . . . 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra; What is his age? 
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Mr. jSri Prakasa: He is about 24 years old. This youngman is in jail, 
and I got word that his spectacles have got broken, that he is in great 
pain, because his eyes are bad, that he has spoken to the Superintendent 
of the Jail, that he has even sent a letter to the District Magistrate, that 
he has had the privilege of even talking on the subject to the Commis¬ 
sioner of the Division who happened to visit the jail after his confinement. 
He said to them that he was suffering intensely for want of spectacles, 
that his eyes were very painful, that he could do iio reading, that he was 
preparing his thesis for the examination, that he should be supplied with 
the necessary materials to do his work . . . 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: That will impede war effort, I be¬ 
lieve. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: It did impede his studies in any case. I was horri¬ 
fied to find that he was deprived even of ordinary medical assistance. \ 
wrote to the District Magistrate. 1 said to him that the youngman was 
a brilliant student, that he has been clapped into jail without charge or 
trial, thiit it. is up to Government to show that he was guilty because the 
ordinary princi])le of jurisprudence is that a man shall be regarded as 
innocent till he was proved to he guilty. T had a reply from the District 
Magistrate saying that lie will write to the Government, because in all 
such cases he was recpiired to write to the Government for orders. T had 
also written to the District Magistrate that, if the Government found it 
rather difficult to find the wherewithal to get him (‘vamiiied and to supply 
him with the necessary pair of spectacles, T would be cjuite ])r(‘pared to 
stand the cost mysedf on behalf of my student. Tlu' District TMagistrate 
wrote hack to say that he had been thinking of n conimending that the 
Government Optlialmic Surgeon should examine him, but that la^ was now 
recommending that my offer should be accepted, that my Surgeon should 
visit him at my expense and the spectacles be supplied to him, if neces- 
sarv, at my expense. 

Now, Sir, things were rather taking a long time, and most of us, who 
ha\e been in jail know how long it takes to get things done there. So I 
had no other means except to arrange to get the broken s])ectacles, find 
out the original oculist, get a new pjrir of spectacles fitted in and sent. 
I:at(T on, T learnt tiiat my surgeon was permitted to visit the youngman 
to ('xnmine his eyes carefully. T do not know wliethor the spectacles 
have yet been fitted in. T shall receive a bill in due course, and then I 
shall know that the finale has been reached. 

What was the difference between a procedure like that and those adopt¬ 
ed in the pre-revolutionary days of Franco? Did not the Kings then 
eive their landlords, feudal lords and favourites, signed blank forms and 
permit them to fill these and confine those they disliked in jail for etern¬ 
ity? There, some decent gentlemen at least were made responsible. 
Whatever you may think of the French aristocrates of the time, they were 
gentlemen. But, here, our head constables have the right which even 
the French monarchs gave only to their gentlemen attendants. I gave 
the example of a case that came uppermost in my mind as I am speak¬ 
ing. Thousands of such individual cases can be cited, hut one or two 
more from own City of Benares I must cite. I know the risks I am 
running. The privilege of) this House only extends to this House; for 
the reverberations of the speeches in this House reach the districts, and 
the district officers are not so kind to ns when we get back. 
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Two youn^? men in Benares were cought hold of under some sort of 
suspicion, hor three whole months they were put in extra heavy chains 
in the jail lock-up. The law, so far as 1 know, is that within 24 hours the 
accused must be brought before a magistrate. For three whole months 
and more these men were not brought before any magistrate at all, and 
remands were given behind the men's back without their knowing that 
the politse were making an aJ)j3lication for remand. So far as I understand 
the law, it is that the accused must be brought before the magistrate, 
every tirne the remand is asked for; but these men were never put before 
any magistrate. Heavy chains, extraordinarily heavy chains, were put 
upon these boys day after day, and night after night for three months 
atid mOre ih succession! The law is very funny. When an accused has 
been sentenced, the fetters are cut off, but while he is still ail undertrial 
prisoner, While still no proof has been given of his guilt, while still the 
police are searching for proofs, he is put in heavv chains in the lock-up. 
And now after three and a half months when the p'»lice find that there 
ife nothing against them—they wanted to run them in for dacoity—they 
let them go. Small satisfaction indeed it is to the men that they were 
proved to be innocent, after having been in beaw chains for three months 
and more without charge or trial. Three months and more in chains in 
jail is more than many years of rigorous imprisonment Honourable 
IMembers opposite do not know what thev are talking about when they 
treat such cases light-heartedly. I was saying this morning that, if the 
Government are keen on preserving the liberty of our country, are trying 
to defend us from all danger, this is not the way of going about the 
business. Liberty, as T ventured to suggest, as represented in Iho 
American Statue, shows that it is ihe right of every nation to be free. 
Liberty, ns represented in the Statue in France, shows that it is the 
right of everv man to he tried before he is punished, and that there 
must ho an equitable arrangement between man and man inside the 
conntrv. 

Ill India also we are lightiug both against) external aggression and 
internal injustice, and wiienever we raise our voice in protest, we are 
told tliat we must not do that, we can do that only at our peril. A pre - 
ceding Home Member waxed eloquent over the various public enemies, 
Nos. 1, 2, and 3. He, it seems, felt that any one wla. tried to get 
liberty of the American model was public enemy No. 1, and any one who 
tried to get lil)t'rl.\ on tbi' k’rench model was public enemy No. 2. He 
thought that terrorism was public enemy No. 1, communism,—public 
enemy No. 2, and civil disobedience,—public enemy No. 3. 1 said that 

to mv mind public enemy No. 1 was militarism, public enemy No. 2 was 
•capitalism, and public enemy No. 3 was bureaucracy. Instead of fighting the 
three real public enemies,—])overty, ignorance and disease—we create, out 
of our own imagination, all sorts of public enemies and like Hon Quixote go 
on tilting at the windmills, f should not have liked to waste muc'h of the 
time of the House while speaking on a Bill like this, but the Honourable 
the Finance Member has repeated over and over again in his speech that 
the new taxation measures are entirely for the defence of the country, 
and, therefore, it is but right and proper that we should study this war 
in all its aspects before we can take any decision al)Out it. My question 
straight, simpler honest question put in as mmple a language as T ana 
cannhle of using—is : what is the tvpo of UWtv we are fighting for? And 
if I am as'shred that the libertv, that the Honourable Members opposite 

» 2 
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are seeking to fight for, is worth figliting for, I shall be with them. I 
shall even risk my reputntion as a member of the Congress Party, 
resign from that Party and join them, if I were assured that the liberty 
that is coming to my country is the real genuine liberty,—freedom from 
external aggression, freedom from internal injustice; but so long as I am 
not assured that that is the liberty the Government are fighting for, that 
is the liberty for which the Government are seeking money, so long I 
cannot possibly be a party to the financing of their projects. 

In order to understand the background of the present struggle^ I think 
it is necessary that we should make a short resume of the history of 
England. I shall not take as long as it has taken the unfortunate peoplo 
of that island to go through the centuries of their existence; but I shall 
go through their history in a very few moments. When first we hear 
of the English people, we find them in costumes not far from nufie; and 
not very much later, they came under Roman sway. We read of a 
Queen Boadicea who struggled for her country s freedom. As a little 
boy, I remember to have read: 

Porno shall perish, write that word 
In the Mood that she has spilt; 

Perish, hopeless and abhorred, 

Deep in ruin as in guilt. 

1 was only about ten when I read those lines, but I wanted to change 
Rome into something else! Then, later on. Sir. we find that the 
Romans made all those aqueducts, bridges and roads and other things 
that the British have built for us in India; and still Boadicea did not 
li1co them ! That is llie irouv of the situation Rona* barl to go. T am almost 
afrjiid, a similar fate is awaiting mv Honourable friends opposite. Well, 
Rome had to go; and then I read all sorts of Germans—Anglo-Saxons, 
Jutes coming over to England as invaders and conquerors. I read all that 
with more or less indifference. T remember, however, as a student of 
Cambridge, the Director of Studies there once asked us to write our 
weekly essay on “the conditions of our German ancestors at the time of 
Julius Cacser and Tacitus.’' Then I searched my family tree and I 
found no German blood either on the maternal or the paternal side; and 
I said to myself “How can I write about my German ancestors whom 
1 do not find anywhere in my family tree?” Ajid it i.s a very long one; 
it goes back to nineteen generations, to almost 400 years. So I said 
that these were ancestors of some one else and I changed the question 
and wrote about the German ancestors of the English people in the time 
of Julius Caeser and Tacitus. I do not know whether the teacher liked 
it or not. 

Anyway, it seems to me that when my ancestors have conquered 
a piece of land, I may also be legitimately entitled to a share in it. 1 
believe it was some such principle th^t led the English to claim the 
American colonies as a part of their Empire. They said “We have 
conquered these lands. You are our children. Give them to us.“ But 
the American people got restive and they said: “No, thank you.” In¬ 
stead of remaining a child, the American has now become Uncle Sam. 
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I though it would be perhaps better to cal! Nephew Somebody. Though 
Wordsworth has said that “the child is the father of the man”, still I 
never knew that colonists could be uncles. In any case, the German 
claim to England may be traced, in a remote sense, to the desire to get 
a bit of the land that their ancestors had captured over a thousand years 
ago. Soon after the Germans, came the Danes, and then the Normans 
After that, English history settles down. Instead of being aggressed 
against, they become the aggressors; and from Queen Boadicea we come 
down to Queen Elizabeth. English history goes from queen to queen. 
Women have always played a greater part in English history than men. 
Bo, in the time of Queen Elizabeth, England becomes the aggressor and 
carries on a war in all the continents. At that time it was always thought 
that the person who can beat is more civilised than the person who is 
beaten. When a British bomb falls from a British aeroplane across the 
borders of India, the homes that that bomb desolates are the homes of 
the uncivilised, because if the bombed people had been civilised, they 
would have thrown a bomb in return. But when a German bonib falls 
on a British home, then the person on whom it falls is more civilised than 
the person who throws the bomb.- This logic I find it difficult to under¬ 
stand. In other words, it simply means that when the Britisher does 
anything good or bad, it is in vindication of liberty, it is a symbol o^ 
civilisntion. When somebody else does the same thing against him, 
it is barbarous, uncouth, wicked. George Bernard Shaw, whoso epigram 
it is almost impossible to improve upon, was right when he said: “When 
a man kills a tiger, he calls it sport; when a tiger kills a man, it is 
called ferocity.” 

So, England spread all over the world and they engaged in many wars. 

"’One war lasted for a hundred years. Other wars lasted for 
3 p.M. hmger or sliortcr duration. 


An Honourable Member: Thirty-years War. 

Mr Sri Prakasa: Tlie 30 years’ war was an internal war in Germany. 
Tile Euc'lish began to civilise and Christianise the various peoples. They 
destroyed tlie original inliabitants of America, Australia and New Zealand 
and various otlier places. In India, they could not destroy, because there 
is something in us lliat prevents our destruction. Ihe capacity tor 
procreation is very strong in India and my friend, the Honourable Dow 
was right wlien lie said on a previous occasion that the only industry 
that is prosperous in India is population. Ovving ^ this inhmte capacity 
of ours, to people the whole earth, the English did not hnd >t c^sy to 
destroy us. But they did destroy the peoples of ah such continents, ivho. 

I mus^t confess with sadness, were more self-respecting tEan 
where there were no Quislings, where the people were not willing to 
surrender and serve and hug the chains of slavery; and who pr^erred to 
die rather than be subjugated. That brings us to Queen Victoria the 
^nat Fn rlish Queen under whom the British Empire was finally 

m,y b. m.a. |..rm«n.U in 'll" 

'"iSr.”:,':!'.: b„,v cb.„,ya .,.a 
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Mr. Winston Churchill, of whom I shall have something to say later, said 
that it was an abuse of science that Germans were indulging in, when they 
were using all the subtleties of (heir brain in ordei' to destroy the world. I 
agree with Mr. Churchill; hut T shall go further. If the German is less 
civilized than the British, because he uses stronger arms—and the 
Britisli, I understand, are getting increasingly and quiekly^ even less 
civilized, beennse, T am told, they are now able to use still stmnger 
—hou' is it that so long we were told that the person wlio could 
use si router firms wns the more civilized and why v'oj'c the English to 
be regarded more civilized than ourselves because we could not tight 
them, with their own weapons. 

Now, Sir, let ns go throngh quickly the history of England’s connec¬ 
tion with India. So far as J know, in the sixteemth century the Venetians, 
who held the monopoly of the Eastern trade, inordinately raised the- 
prices of spices so that a thing worth a rupee was sold in England fibr 
about rupees five hundred. Enedand did not like that. They did not 
know the use of ice. They liked fish all the same, and fish would rot 
without ice. They had to use spices in order to keep things going, 
dead fish alive, so to say. So they got their Q\ioen Elizahetli to give 
them M chai'ter, a charter that proved to be one of libert.v to do what 
they liked, hut really it was only a charter to enable them to trade in 
pepper. Thev eame to us for pepper, they proved very hot pepper for 
us indeed. They came first to Madras; and Madrassees generally are 
very fond of hot pepper. These people, however, proved to be hotter 
pepper. From a trading people thev became a eonquering people: they 
'ntriizned, tliey bullied, they raised armies, they did all sorts of things 
in order to be hero. IMany of us proved faithful to them through thick 
and thin. T am very glad t>o see my Honourable friend, Sir Arcot, in 
front of me because that name is famous in Indian history. We all know 
that Indian soldiers drank the gruel themselves and gave to their 
English masters the rice to eat. I am glad that the history of Arcot 
is being repeated in Dellii today. Sir, in this way England’s foothold 
became strong in India and we became a subject people. 

And then I come to a funny ])art of my story. My Honourable 
friends in this House will not have forgotten the sensational motion 
for adjournment when the House condemned the Government when the 
Commander-in-Chief, helped and assisted by the highest Christian Divine 
of this place, went to commemorate the memory of the victory of the 
British in the battle of Badli-ki-Serai, not far from Delhi. A skeleton 
was then discovered. Sir, it is easy to find out when a man is clothed! 
in flesh and blood, whether he is English or not English. I do not know. 
Dr. Deshrnukh can help us, whether it is possible to find out from a 
skeleton whether it belonged at one time to an Englishman or an Indian. 
In any case, Sir, a skeleton was discovered; and Delhi, which is “the 
grave of so many empires”—T am quoting an ex-Viceroy of India, Lord 
Curzon,—Delhi is full of skeletons. They raised a memorial. I have 
not yet been to that memorial, I may go there some day. They said that 
this was a brave British general who fought the Indian mutineers. S# 
any attempt at the freedom of India became a mutiny. Why is a mutiny ? 
Let us examine the psychology of the English people vis-a-vis the present 
war. The history of this war has yet to be written. I do not think that 
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England’s conduct towards Belgium and towards France would bea.' the 
scrutiny of impartial history. I think that when the history of these 
relations comes to bo written, it will be found that England betrayed 
these countries. In any case, Germany has got a stranglehold on these 
countries today and that stranylclmld in not stronger, is, not (Iee])er, is 
not greater than England’s stranglehold on my country. Still those who 
should be regarded as loyal persons, those who are accepting the scheme 
of things like the Ministers at Vichy, are put down as traitors and guilty 
of vicious conduct, while those who have gone over to England are 

treated as patriots,—men who should, according to the definition of the 

Government opposite,—General de Gaulle and others, should be put down 
as mutineers. T am sorry, my Honourable friend, the Defence Secretary, 
is not in the House, but I should have asked him todav to consult his 
dictionary afresh, because that day he said that under no stress of 
interpretation could the conduct of Indian figliter.s at the Bndli-ki-Serai 
battle be dubbed as anything but mutinous. But what is the case today? 
Whv do we call all those persons who are helping the German Government 
in France tixlay as traitors, and. those who are hehtiug that Government 
as patriots? The same conduct is judged differently in India and on 
the European soil. 

I should like to sav manv things today. I cannot sav them jill. I 

think, liowever, I had better dispose of an important it^m. It is the 

atfitude of responsible persons in England towards mv country. I come 
to "Sir. Wihston Churchill. T have no quarrel with him. T do not know 
him and T .shall never know him. 

An Honourable Member: How do you know? 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: I might perhaps meet him, but, ordinarily j-udging, 
prohidily 1 shall never know him. I can assure tlie House, I have no 
quarrel with him. But I do remember this that, on one occasion, in 
a fit of sarcastic fury, lu' dcscrihed Mahatma Gandhi as a ual-.a! Fak'r. 
If he thinks that these expressions are forgotten, especially when they 
arc used by persons favourably placed, towards persons who arc in a 
subject state, he is very much mistaken. Memories are long when the 
Roiisitiveness is high; and the skin is always raw' when a man is in a 
depressed condition. Men, who have the pow'er, and men, w'bo are in 
a position of authority, must always make sum that they use the proper 
language and extend proper courtesv to those over whom they rule. Not 
so. Mr. Winston Churchill. And though there is nothing wwong in being 
a naked Fahir ,—in India, ordinarily, those words would he vegardcvl as 
eomplimentary rather than contemptuous—the fact does remain that Mr. 
Churchill did not use that expression in that sense. He was horror-struck 
that a naked Faldr should be permitted tq climb the stops of the Viceroy’s 
House, that was, T believe, originally erected by the naked workmen 
working for a pittance for years together. You want the labour of the 
naked, you want to exploit the naked, but when' a representative of those 
naked men in almost nak(‘d form comes before the Viceroy, then this 
great statesman resents the intrusion. 

Then, Sir, there was another gentleman also, whose name my Honour¬ 
able friends may not have forgotten, and who was the Secretary of State 
for India. He was called Sir Samuel Hoare. He must be a great man. 
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Again, I Jiave no quarrel with him. I liave never met him and never 
hope to meet him. But do you know what he called us? He called us 
dogs. In 1030, he said: “Let the dogs bark, the caravan will go on.” 
The caravan of British Tm])erialism has got a stop after all, and today 
we, the naked Fakirs and dogs, are required to come out and help tliose 
who have insulted us. Have we forgotten Shakespear’s moving play, the 
Merchant of Venice? Does not my Honourable friend, the Finance Mem¬ 
ber, remember the way in which they treated Shylock? Hoes not the blood 
of my Honourable friend, the Financo Member, rise in revolt against the 
treatment they meted out to one of his people? My sympathies are entirely 
with Shylock. And if rny Honourable friend, the Finance Member, wanted 
to take revenge of the ancient grudge and the insults that had been heaped 
over him and his people, T do not think he would be wrong. And today if 
we also feel that we should speak out our minds freely and tell them how 
we have been feeling all these vears and that those persons who s}')eak to 
them words of flattery, who praise them in private and who seek their 
service are not the only people who live in this land, I think my Honour¬ 
able friends opposite will excuse me. 

So, Sir, we in India are being deprived of every vestige of liberty. We 
are not allowed to speak, if our speeches go (JOuntcT to the wishes of Autho¬ 
rity, We are not allowed to write what we like even if the writings are 
innocent. Today’s Sfatrsnian says that Major Quisling has banned a hook 
of Norway’s famous novelist, a Noble Prize winner, calh'il Sigrid Unds^^t. 
Here in India we have Mahatma (landhi’s writings banned; and I cannot 
believe for a moment that Sigrid Thidset could be a greater person than 
Mahatma (hmdhi. So, we cannot- speak, we cannot write, we cannot even 

form associations. In my ])”ovince, we are not allowed to drill. Pandit 

Jawaharlal was solemnly informed by the Police Officer when he inquired 
at Cawnpore as to what form of drill would come under the Defence of 
India Pules, that if three men walked in stej), it would be infringing the 
law. If two men walked in step, it would be all right. Probably that 

w’onld be regarded as accidental, but if three men walked in sto]), it would 

be against the law. It is the habit of English people alwavs to walk in 
step. Even if there are four or live English persons, they will be walking 
in ste]). Whether that will be allowed by the (lovernment of India or 
not, I do not know. They can try it in a Cawnpore street. When liberty 
is crushed in every as])ect in our country, 1 think it is improper to demand 
of us a vote in favour of raising the revenues in order to finance this war 
which is not being fought for liberty but to crush liberty in my country. 

Fn India at the present moment i'uiglish women are doing a good bit 
of i-ifle practice in the districts. They have no difficulty in getting licences 
f<>i anus w'hich are denied to us; aiul they get arms because they may be 
called upon to defend their children. I understand that in Delhi 'a number 
of officers’ wives are doing war work. They do it only for a small consi¬ 
deration of Ps. 7/8 per day. Ordinarily, that would be regarded as a 
princely salary in the country; but that amount just suffices for their petrol 
and other things which are necessary in order to bring them to their work. 

It IS a fact that a number of officers are getting enhanced salaries. There¬ 
fore, 1 should like to offer my praise to all such ])ersons who are, at con¬ 
siderable sacrifice lo themselves, remaining in my country to defend us 
against external aggression ! I understand that their couiilry is in danger. 
Ordinarily, I should have thought that every Englishman should be going 
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out of Tndia to defend his people at home or to serve them in some other 
way. He is not doing that. He is remaining in this country. What a 
terrific sacrifice he is making 1 I stand aghast as I see around me so many 
Englishmen that still remain to protect us in our own country against 
ourselves and are allowing their own people to suffer quietly in tianr land. 
Sir, I also admire rny countrymen who are helping them to keep the chcuns 
of slavery riveted on our foot. I admire, above all, tlie great Hritish 
Prime Minister, Mr. Winston Churchill, who has a line 'ecord of work to 
his credit. If my ironoiirahle friends were to read his Aiilohiography of 
the first 26 years of his life, they would find that Churchill is a ])erson 
who escaped from prison, who ran away from ])rison; and 1 givt' this 
tip to the Honourable Member for Communications, this Mr. Churcdiill 
actually travelled iii a train without a ticket. You can ]’ead his Aiitobio- 
gra])hy, “A Koving Commission”, and verify my statement for yourself 
Many more details are given in his book. A man who ra^ away from 
pjrison, a man who travelled in a train without i ticket, which is one of 
the most heinous offencjes in India today, ought to be puidshable with 
a year’s imprisonment, such a man is offered the Prime AFinisiership of 
England, such a man is the head of the T^ntish Empire to whom we, 
nak(‘d Fakirs find dogs, should offer our lielp to fight for his country. 
He is talking of the freedom of Europe. Does h(^ ever talk of the 
freedom of India? Never, so far as I know. 

He has also said in that lx>ok, “A Poving Commission”, in his most 
inimitable language that in war there should he resistance, in defeat there 
should he defiance, in victory there should he magnanimity, and in peace 
there should he goodwill. We in India offered Government goodwill when 
there was pence. Well, thev declared a war against us. We are hound 
to resist it. ft may he that we have failed in our war. or we may fail. 
Then, there is nothing else left, hut to defy. I have, the authority of the 
Britisli Prime Minister to defy when I am defeated. So. Sir. we, the 
naked Fakirs of Mr. Cluirchill and the dogs of Sir Samuel H(vare have at 
last got the chance of telling our masters that we are also men, that if 
you tickle us, we also laugh, if you poison us, we also die: hut u you hit us, 
we also liit. 

We have been denied freedom of speech. In this connection, I should 
like to give one instance of the working of the Defence of India Act, so iMr 
as freedom of writing is concerned. I take the case of the Sainilc news¬ 
paper of Agra. Sninik, published in its paper, as all other papers did a 
Resolution of the Council of the Provincial Congress Committee; and it 
reprinted 2,(X)() copies of these for distribution, as desired by the Provincial 
CoTigrcss C^'anmittee. The prrlico then came on the scene and locked up 
the Sainik office, which was owned by my Honourable colleague, Pandit 
Sri Krishna Datt Paliwal, whose pri'sence [ am missing lieix'. Tiaw’s delays 
arc proverbial, it took months before the District .Tudge declared that the 
order of the police locking up the Sainik office was illegal. Th(‘ Covi'ni- 
ment then released the press. Within a week after that, the police locked 
the place again. The managers have not even been told what the offence 
was. Perhaps they have done something which, in the o]nnion of the 
men in authority, was not consistent with Government policy, and, there¬ 
fore, the press must he locked npl Editors of newspapers are called to 
the office of District Magistrates in the various districts and they are given 
instructions ns to wheat they should do, and what they should not do. When 
they ask the District Alagistrates to give those orders in writing, the magis- 
rates refuse to do so. But if the Editors act contrary to the oral in.struc- 
tions conveyed to them at those meetings, then they are punished. So, we 



830 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[11th Nov. 1940 


[Mr. Sri Prakasa.] 

have no liberty of speech, we have no freedom of association. The poor 
people suffer in many ways. Forced levies are collected from poor business 
people or from poor peasants. At some places there is a levy so much per 
plough, and the zainindars are threatened that if they do not sing to the 
tune of the District Magistrates, they would suffer various ])ains and 
penalties! Such is the condition of our people. T do not understand why 
we should grant any money at all. 

One thing T did not mention till now, that is, that if the Government 
think that a majority of us are with them, they are very much mistaken. 
Do not the Government remember that an important Prince in India in a 
public statement said to the Indian National Congress: “Why do yon want 
to paint the whole of India red when we want the wliole of India to become 
yelhnvd' Ped, as Honourable Members know, is the colour of the British 
Lion; and yellow is the colour of the piping Princes. I do not know what 
happened to that Prince; but evidently that was something that should 
make the Government sit up. There must have been ex]danations; and I 
believe things were managed quietly atid big subscriptions were paid by 
the Prince. In anv case these words did indiscreetly leave bis li]^s. 1 wish 
the Defence Secretary w’ere here because I should like to t('l! him '^onie- 
thing about his r)e])artment. There is not all peace and bay)])iness inside 
his army. There have been mutinies and desertions. There have been 
shootings, there have been court-martials, there Imvc beeji sentences send¬ 
ing soldiers to the Andamans. If Government thirdc that these items of 
news do not percolate through the land despite censorship, they are very 
much mistaken. Not only are the Indian soldiers unhap]>v over the situa¬ 
tion, but also the British soldiers. The British soldiers are asking: “Why 
are we fighting, what are we fighting for?”—almost in the language of (he 
Indian National Congress. They also ask: “Why are you ill-treating the 
people of this country? Why do you want us to kill persons whom we 
cannot hate? There is something more, inanv officer’s are gl;\d (hat they 
have got heaps of extra cash and additions to their salaries. I’lien* ani 
others, honest men who think that (hoy are being paid too nmeh and that 
very little work is required of them. Officers have deserted their posts 
in order to attempt to join as privates in the army in Europe. Thciy are 
trying to run away from India. Some Officers have felt tlujt their country 
being in danger, they should go and join the fighting ranks, and, evtai if 
thev are not taken as officers, they are willing to go as mere privates. 
Some who went away like this were caught in Bombay and brought back 
and made officers again, because their motive was good and they were 
not punished any further. 

As 1 just now stated, a number of officers feel that they are getting 
too much. That-is the difference between the army and the civil service. 
Tli(‘ civilians want more and more pay, but the army men feel that 
th-y are to flo their duty also and not merely feed fat at the expense of 
the country. So they say: “We have been paid too much, what are 
we to do with this money?” There has been a case where an officer 
actually dhserted, burnt hig uniform and rushed to Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru and told him that he was ashamed that Englishmen should be 
treating India in the manner they do. His family was associated with 
(he Indian army for three generations, his grandfather had seen active 
service in Sind; and would jawaharlal Nehru advise him to do something 
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which could he better than just serving in the army? Jawaharlal Nehru,— 
no truer friend Eiiglaiid has in India,—advised the man to go back 
to his army, to don his uniform once again, and to do his duty where 
he was called upon to do it. And so he has gone back and I have no 
further information about him. Sir, I have brought forward tfiese 
examples in order to show that ail is not well in the State of Denmark, 
—by which I mean Honourable Members opposite. All is not well in 
the real Denmark either. I think all these matters should be looked 
into carefuUv for no attempt at lying propaganda can help them in 
keeping the truth away. 

. One thing T cannot understand. When the Decruiting Bill was being 
discussed in this House, many a dark Knight from the Puriiab informed 
us that they were hungering for war and that they were most anxioua 
for war. It is possible that light has sinco dawned on that Knight, but 
I find them all here. Why are not they at the front? They were dying 
to fight, they were aruKious to be recruited, biP why are they here? 

An Honourable Member: The dark Knight has gone to fight. 

Mr. Sri Frakasa: I hope he is in the laud of the living. But as for 

otliers, 1 thought they were all most anxious to tight. They said these 

banias are anxious not to fight because they are so cowardly, but the 

martial races of tin? Punjab arc dying to figiit. T said on that occasion 
fliat it is the baiiia who u’aiits \ou to fight, because he will not go 
to fight; but will make money. And as contractor, he is already making 
money; and so now the y>ke is the other way round. It is now the 
soldier who wants the war to be finished, because nobody is anxious to 
prolong it, as far as f hmow, arul they want peace to come soon. But 
to till' hania, vvdiether^ English or Indian, it does not matter, because he 
is making his money bv getting contracts of all sorts for suuplying good 
or bad things. 

Sir, England and India have been in close association, for better or for 
worse, for the last ‘2()() years. It was the desire of our leaders that this 
association should continue in mutual peace, amity, concord and go.'1- 
will. Offers were made again and again so that the resources of both the 
countries could be harnessed together in a common effort. But over and 
over again came the reply that India must wait for ever for her own 
redemption and must help the British to fight their battles across the 
ocean. Our question was simple: Why should wo fight if our liberty is 
not to be secured to us? For whom should we fight? They ask: What 
will happen if the Germans come? What will happen if the Japanese come? 
What will hapjien if the Kussians come? That is the threat that is given 
out. After two hundred years of association that is the position to which 
we have been reduced : that if the English go out somebody else must 
come in and we cannot take care of ourselves! Now supposing somebody 
else comes, how are we worse off. Speaking spiritually, we are slaves today, 

shall continue to he slaves tomorrow.. We are speaking English in this 
Assembly. We shall speak Japanese. And Indians are good at languages;, 
they learn languages fairly quickly. My Honourable friends opposite 
after thirty years of association with us, cannot speak two or three sen¬ 
tences of an Indian language coherently and correctly. But, however 
ungrammatical my language may be, I believe I am fairly intelligible. So> 
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"Sir, we shall learn some other language. How shall we be spiritually 
ivorse off than we are today? T ask you this simple question: VVe are 
islaves and we shall only continue to be slaves. Have we not read, 
^'Britannia rules the waves, Britons never shall be slaves?” I wish the 
whole House would rise and sing: “I3ritannia rules the waves, Britain 
always shall make slaves.” They say they will never be slaves themselves; 
but they will always revel in the slavery of others. 

Bo, Sir, spiritually we cannot be worse oif. Then shall we be worse off 
intellectually? is (lerman literature so much poorer than English litera¬ 
ture? We read Shelley, we shall then read Heine; we read Shakespeare, 
wo shall then read (loethe. If we are to continue to be slaves, slavery 
under the one is just as good or bad as under the other. 

Dr. G. V. Deslimukji .* Scientifically we shall be better off. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: And my Honourable friend, Dr. Deshmukh, with 
greater knowledge of scienlilic instruments, tells me that scientifically we 
shall be better off. Then, Sir, shall we be worse off socially? 1 am 
answering the problematic and liypothetical question as to what will 
happen if the Ihdtish withdraw and somebody else (’omes. Materially we 
cannot be worse off than we are today. Socially we shall not be worse off. 
Our position in the world is pretty low and it cannot be lower. So I do 
Jiot see how we shall be worse off even if the threatened invasion of an¬ 
other power materialises. But it will not be so. So far as 1 can scrutinise 
the chess-board of international politics today with all the misery and 
starvation stalking the land, I may be wrong—1 see that Germany is out 
to get a good bit of Europe, that Italy is out to get a good bib of Africa, 
that Japan is out to get a good bit of ea.stern Asia; and tliat the two great 
countries of America and India are to be free and remain free. India is 
the eneiii} of no one and no one has an eye on India today, if 1 under¬ 
stand anytliing of this chess-board. I do not pretend to understand much, 
but I think no one has an eve on India, and theiefore we are in no danger 
of any foreign aggre.ssiou. liussia and Japan hate each otlier sutficieiitly 
not to allow each other to rob us of our country; and so far as our internal 
differences go, on which the British bank in India, 1 think we shall be 
able to settle them before verv lon-.r, ii left to ourselves and make ourselves 
really free and great, spiritually, intellectualiy, materially and socially. 
But, Bir, there is the war staring us in the face in all its horror. How is 
it to be financed? That is the plain and simple question. You want six 
erores of rupees and somebody must pay it. Why nob we? But who profits 
most by this Government? J^et that party pay. The Government ser¬ 
vants are the best-off in this country. Tlie highest offices in India carry 
emoluments greater than the highest offices even in England. And the 
Government servant, grade for grade, is any day better off than his brother 
not in otfice. He has to do less work, he gets more lionour and he gets 
more ])ay; he gets more lime to play and dance and dine. He can surely 
pay. What is the amount of money that is given in salaries to Government 
servants? I think it is a fair amount,—crores upon crores it must be. It 
is six crores only in my own province; and in the whole of India it must 
be any number of crores. Four or five times six crores. Then why not 
■ask them to pay 50 per cent? No. On tlie contrary in the United Pro¬ 
winces Government they have increased the travelling allowances of 
Government servants which liad been reduced by the Congress Government 
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because presumably they want their assistance to crush the people. Why 
cannot (jovernment servants themselves in a sportsmanlike fashion come 
forward and say : “We shall pay 50 per cent of our salaries, and ve shall 
go on paying it so long as the war lasts.'’ You will be creating a sensa¬ 
tion in the country : You will be making a gesture the like of which has 
never been seen, and you will be able to finance the war to the full. You 
will not need to bully the poor man into paying money: many persons 
have been bullied even into selling their cattle—such are the cornphiijits 
that have gone to Mahatma Gandhi supported by chapter and verse—in 
order to pay for this war effort. I say all that will disappear if only the 
large number of persons who are receiving salaries from this Government, 
who are most interested in the maintenance of this Government, will do 
as I say. 


What can the poor peasant give you? Go to toe countryside. The 
peasant says; “What have we got to do with the n^arV We shall have 
to continue to till the soil, to produce the crops; we do not stand to gain 
or lose, whoever may be ruling the country.” I do not know how far it is- 
correct, but the story is that a stateineut of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru about 
tiie war was ])rinted in America. It was featured in a large number of 
newspapers. Then the British Ambassador wrote to the British Govem- 
inent in Kin^ianJ saying that there must be some counterblast, and that 
the Government must get hold of some one who should write against a 
tiling like that, so that tliat might also he printed in America. Then it 
seems that the Government of India was asked to approach a distinguished 
leader of a great parly to write something. The expectation was that that 
writing would be a refutation of the Congress position. It appears, how¬ 
ever that the leader who w'as approached, wrote that so far as the masses 
are concerned they do not care wlittlier the British rule or whether the 
Germans rule. This was also featured in America; and the Ambassador 
thert' wrote angrily to the British Government: “What has (he Govern¬ 
ment of India done? Tin re must be some fool in the background some¬ 
where who does not know what things to send out to print in a foreign 
land I" That is how^ the story goes. Whether it is true or false,—tin.i 
truth is that the general mass of the people are quite indifferent. The 
8tr<;nger elements, the Princes and others, are hoping that when there is 
some sort of eommotion tht‘y will be able to expand their territories and 
the eighteenth eentui'}’ will come back to India. 


The fact remains that we are nobody’s concern, and nobody worries 
about us any’where; and so if it were possible for a certain amount of 
understanding between the British and the Indian, it would be for the good 
of all; and if there is no understanding there is bound to be an eternal 
struggle, llow'ever poor, dispirited, depressed and weak we may be, there 
is this fire burning in our hearts that we too should live the lives of self- 
respecting men aiid women in the world; and we hope that somehow 
things will so adjust themselves that we shall be as free as any other 
nation is. So far as the war is concerned, we have nothing to do wdth it. 
Honourable Members opposite are strong. They may squeeze us and they 
may bleed us and do whatever they like with us; but they cannot have, 
our hearts. I have spoken with some warmth. I liave also spoken with 
candour so that honourable friends opposite may know that there is an¬ 
other picture than the one presented to them day after day by interested 
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people, as they comfortably sit in New Delhi. So far as we are concern¬ 
ed, our duty is piain. We luust hope and pray and strive for a day: 
“When the war drums throb no longer and the battle flags are furled 
In the Parliament of Man, the Federation of the World. 

When the commonsense of most shall hold a fretful realm in awe, 
and the kindly Earth shall slumber wrapped in Universal Law.” 

Maulana Zaiar Ali Khan (East Central Punjab: Muhammadan): Sir, 
when this war was declared against Germany, it was declared in the 
name of 400 millions of Indians, 100 millions of whom are Muslims and 
the rest non-Muslims; and the whole world was led to believe by constant 
propaganda that the moral support of these 400 millions was at the back 
of the British Government. But, in his heart of hearts, the Governor 
General must have known that, in order to substantiate the assertion, it 
must be proved that those who were really the accredited representatives 
of the nation are for this war. In- order to achieve this object, interviews 
were arranged with the High Command of the Indian National Congress 
and the High Command of the Muslim League, and then certain p/io- 
posals were put forward. What were those proposals? They are very 
well known: everybody knows them—expanded Councils and a War 
Advisory Committee. These expanded Councils were mere play-things, 
as the Hindus and Muslims both knew very well, and the offer which 
was made was spurned both by the Indian National Congress and the 
Muslim League. The British Government unfortunately—let me be very 
frank—has a peculiar knack of turning its friends into enemies. The 
attitude of the Congress is quite plain. When the war was declared, 
they said “Why was this war being waged?) What is the object of this 
war? “ No reasonable answer was given to this plain question. For 
some time they kept silent. Tjater on, Mr. Winston Churchill, who is 
brutally frank, declared from the housetops in England that the war was 
being waged in order to make Europe safe for democracy, m order to 
protect the weak naiiojis, in order to rehabilitate Poland, C/echo-Slovakia 
and other small countries which had been raped, to their old position of 
independence That is what he said. We, in India, were waiting for 
some word of hope from the Prime Minister. No such word came. 
India was not in tlie picture at all. The war was being waged in our 
name, but it was really for doing good to Poland, Denmark, Holland, 
Belgium and France which came under the German domination. This 
sort of thing went on for some time, and then the Muslim League, which 
list'd to be looked upon by certain unfriendly critics as the handmaid of 
British statesmanship and British diplomacy, rose to the height of the 
occasion and declared that they too had something to say. The Muslim 
League said that, when the war was declared, they were not consulted; 
if the Hindus were not consulted, the Muslims too were not consulted, in 
fact the whole of India was not consulted, and if India is dragged into 
the war against her will, there is no reason why the British Government 
should try to enlist her aid. It is a principle of universal application 
that he who pays the piper calls the tune, but this is India. Here we, 
who pay the piper, have not the right to call the tune. It is Sir Jeremy 
Raisman who has the right to call the tune. We are called upon merely 
to vote and find the money. 

In this connection. Sir, I should like to make a few observations with 
regard to the defence of India. You say, and it is certainly true to a 
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large extent, that these are war times, these are abnormal times, und 
the expenditure runs into* millions and millions. We in this country 
have already been overtaxed, and as the Finance Member told us the 
other day, India spends 20 lakhs of rupees per day, India contributes 
20 lakhs of rupees towards the cost of the war, which, in other words, 
means 72 crores of rupees a year which India is now paying towards the 
cost of the war. But what is that amount, after all, against the huge 
sums that are being spent in England every day? 1 am told tiiat England 
is spending about 14 crores of rupees every day, but at this rate even 
the wealth of the whole world will not be sufficient. What are you domg 
here? You will extract a few pice or annas from the poor man; the 
poor man will be taxed and taxed and re-taxed, and with all this how 
much will you be able to get? Say two crores or three crores. That, 
according to an Indian expression, is Tuero chufney *. You want six 
crores. There is a deficit of 13 crores, and yon want six crores now for 
the next four months. What is this six crores. Even if we were sure 
that this sum would be spent on the actual defence of India, we would 
have taken this Bill into consideration and discussed it on its merits, 
but we do not know where it is going to be cpjmt. wc do not know where 
the money is going. The Finance Department docs not take us into its 
confidence. How are we to know where the money is going or how it 
is spent or that it is spent really for the defence of India? 

Sir, so far as the defence of India is concerned, the real defenderb of 
India are its western neighbours,—Afghanistan, Persia, Turkey, Iraq and 
the Arabian w'orld. As long as these countries are safe, as long as these 
countries are not invaded, as long as their integrity remains undisturbed, 
India is free from danger. I have been to Turkey myself, in the year 
1913, I paid a visit to Constantinople, and through the courtesy of His 
Excellency Jamal Pasha, who was the Governor of Constantinople then, 

1 paid a visit to the famous Chatalju lines, a small corner on the other 
side of Istambiil. Coming from the west on the leit is the Black iSea, 
and on the right is the sea of Marmora, and there is a neck oi land oniy 
eight miles broad. Then, there are three paralled lines of hills wbuTi 
were fortified. 1 saw the lines myself, and it is the judgment of the 
military critics that of the Cliatalja lines are defended by a couple of 
hundred thousand brave men, they can withstand the armed might of 
Europe. Let 50 lakhs of warriors from Europe advance, but if 200JXX) 
Turks are behind the Chatalja lines, the invaders will not succeed, and 
this is as true today as it was then. Then, Turkey was effete, Turkey 
was being trampled under foot by Europe. Since that time, however, 
there has been a marvellous revival under the guidance of the late laiijent- 
ed Mustafa Kemal Pasha. Today Turkey is a very strong power which 
stands as a barrier between Germany and India, and. therefore, as long 
as Turkey i^ safe, as long as Persia is safe, as long as Afghanistan is 
safe, India need not spend a single pie on her defence. 

But you don't trust India, the British Government do not trust India, 
lil the name of Imperialism, you cannot get even one soldier or recruit, 
but so far as Muslims are concerned, in the name of the Islamic coun¬ 
tries, millions are ready to shed their last drop of blood. Only the other 
day, when a mass meeting of the Muslims was held in the Fatehpuri 
Mosque in Delhi, I told them that there was just a possibility of the 
lelkmic countries being invaded by the Axis Powers, and I asked them 
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if it was not their duty to come ask^Tlie^^British Gov- 

Britain also So a Resolution was passed unanimously, but 1 slwuia 
Wee to know from the Defence Secretary if such a 
material shape, whether he is prepared to back it up. If he can help us 
then we are ready to offer our men. Unfortunately, wo have go ve y 
little money. The money is with the capitalists. Sir Cowasji 
might be able to give you something, but I cannot. I have got only 
blood to offer you; rivers of blood had been shed and it wi 1 continue to 
bo so shed, so far as the Islamic world is c.oncorned. in the inteiest of 
Turkey and other Islamic countries. 


Sir the question of these Islamic countries has become an inter- 
national question and is of very great importance to rndi.a and my 
friends, the members of the Indian National Congress, feel convinced 
that in order to defend India, we must try and preserve the integrity and 
independence of the Islamic countries which are a barrier between Asia 
and the aggro.ssors in the west. I’liis is so far as tlie defence, of India 
is coticerned. 


Now, what is the position in India/ Our position is, as was so elo* 
fluently’stated by my friend, Mr. Satyamurti, and by my friend, Mr. 
Sri Prakasa, over there, that of slaves. We are talking constantly irom 
day to night and night to day aliout the desirability of our emancipation 
from fore-ign bondage, that we want to be as free as the proverbial lark, 
that we want to be free like other countries. Why should we remain 
slaves/ We should be free. That is our one wish. There was a golden 
chance for the British Government to take time by the forelock and do 
something just by India. When the Indian National Congress, in its 
Delhi sitting, passed its famous Resok’tion calling upon the British 
Government to form a nalio.nal Govern i mt at the Centre, it meant that 
the country was prepared to offer you men and money to fight the war. 
That was the time when the British Government should have jumped at 
the offer, Mahatma Gniidhi had to go. because he does not believe in 
the sword. He believe.s in ahinisa instead of believing in tlie sword; he 
believes in charkha. T don’t agree with him there, and there are many 
Congressmen who do not believe in the pliilosophy of ahimsa, whatever 
my friend, Mr. Satyamurti, may say. My temperament a,s a Mussalnian 
revolts against the idea of acquiring an empire by means of spinning a 
few yards. So, that was the time so far as the Hindus were concerned. 

Then, there came another opportunity. The Viceroy had a heart to 
4 pm he.'irt talk with tlie leader of the Indian Muslims, Mr. Jinnah. 

T think the Viceroy was convinced by my Honourable friend’s 
relent ness logic, but then he would not accept the terms . that 
were placed before him on behalf of the Mussalmans. So, 
the Government alienated, on the one hand, the sympathies of the 
Congress, and, on the other, of the Muslim League. And now Govern¬ 
ment want us to vote for this Bill. Well, they may do what they like, 
but it is against human nature. It is against human nature that we 
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should pay for a matter which has no interest for us. The Viceroy and 
the Secretary of State are not prepared to do anything for India except 
a promise of a very vague sort of giving India Dominion Status after 
the war was over. Now, in order to be in a position to attain this 
status, a nation must have become w'ell advanced, and it must 
be taken for gi*arited that, because the Government are going to offer 
us membership of the Dritisli (yominonwealth of Nations as equal part¬ 
ners, we must have attained that position. If we are in that position, 

1 ask, why was Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru arrested the other day and given 
a thundering sentence of four years? If Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru can 
be arrested and given a sentence of tour years, why should not General 
Hertzog who wants to conclude a separate peace with Germany he given 
four years? Now, look at that man, De V'^alera of Ireland. The position 
of Ireland is one of a Dominion. Ireland has remained neiural and 
wants to maintain her neutrality with the pow'er of the sword. When 
Ireland and South Africa, which are partiuTs of the British Common¬ 
wealth of Nations as Dominions, are allowed this liberty, why should this 
liberty be denied to India which we are glibly assured will have it, wlien 
the war comes to a definite conr-lusion, although I am not very sure 
about it. I am not very sure that after the w^ar Dominion Status like 
a ripe apple would fall into our hands. (Interruption.) We do not e.xpect 
that. 

I.iet me tell you, and L will he very plain and very frank. I repeat 
the sentence that 1 used a few days before on the floor of this House, 
tliat, if, after tlie war, the liberal and profuse promises that arc being 
made to India in the name of the British Government that Dominion 
Status would be conceded to her after the conelu.sion of the war—if those 
promises are not fulfilled, then the first man in India who w'ould raise 
the standard of revolt against you, would be myself, and I think that 
then will come the tiTiie for the Congress and the Aluslim League to 
join hands. If there are any tw'o organisations which are nearer each 
other than others, they are the Muslim League and the National Con¬ 
gress. There are very small differences among them. People think tliat 
the differences cannot be bridged, that it is a gulf unbridgeable. I do 
not believe in that. It is my firm conviction that as long as the Muslim 
League and the Indian National Congress do not join tlieir hands togetlier, 
there will be no freedom for India, no liberty for India, no emancipation 
from foreign bondage. Let them come together, and I think the matter 
can he very easily si'ttlcd. If only all the money spent and all the 
endeavours exerted on behalf of British Imperialism, by the powers 
that be, had been devoted to bringing these two together, bringing 
Hindus and ^Iiissalmans together, I think the question would have 
become a very simple one, but unfortunately nothing was done and it 
is up to us alone to sit together, put our heads together and then arrive 
at some formula which is acceptable to both of us. There is such a 
formula, and I think Mr. Jinnah will tell you, he has alreadv told you 
what that formula is. 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) 
resumed the Chair]. 

After all, you want SVaraj, you want an Empire, but you have to pay 
for it. Don’t care for w^hat others say. It is for you to say, it is for 
the Indian National Congress to prove that she represents the whole of 
India—although, unfortunately, the case is not true up to the present 
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moment, because there are only a few Mussalmans in the Indian National 
Congress. But if that position is correct, I would expect the Indjan 
National Congress to come to terms with the Muslim League, have a 
Government on fiftv-fifty basis in the Centro and in the provinces, and 
then you will see \\dio can, after (his settlement is arrived at,—who can 
stand against \'ou? Nobody on the fa(*e of the earth can stand against 
you. A nation of four hundred millions can make the whole world bow 
before it if their internal differences are sunk, and I think the time will 
come when these differences will sink. 

While talkinj' of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, I was reminded of rny 
friend, Professor Abdiis Satiar Kheri, of the Ali^Mrh University, and 
Nawab Siddiqnc Ali Khan, a Member of this House. Professor Abdus 
Sattar Kheri is a j^entleman of wide eiilture. He went to Germany, 
studied tlie (German language, and i)i the University he imparted instruc¬ 
tion in the German language. Now, a trumpery charge was brought 
against him. His house was searched and he was taken away and 
clapped into jail in Jhansi. The Professor has a German wife, this wife 
w’as sent to Debra Dun, hoeause she wais a European—mind you, Euro¬ 
pean.—and could not stand the heat of Jhansi. while her husband, 
whose skin was a bit duskier, was sent to jail and was given a C class. 
We are told over and over again that Germany is a barbarian, is a biaite, 
and that Italy also is a nation whose name slinks in the nostrils of the 
civilised world. We have been told all that. But as soon as the war 
is over, T as.snre you that Germany w^ould become a member of the 
highly civilised nations of Europe and she will have the right, which we 
cannot have in even a thousand years. Professor Abdus Sattar Kheri 
was clapped into jail, and T do not know* whether he has been released 
up to this time. Then, again, Nawab Siddiqiie Ali Khan. 

An Honourable Member: “Khan Bahadur”. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: He has given up that title of Khan 
Bahadur, he is rotting in jail in Nfigpur for the offence of having remind¬ 
ed some of the police authorities of their unlawful doings. He is rotting 
in jail for that. Maulana Muhammad Said of the Jamait-ul-Ulema was 
also arrested and taken to Azamgarh, and there he is in jail. T think a 
ease is proceeding against him. India is one vast prison house at the 
present moment and all its thinking sections are in chains. Is it not 
up to the statesmanship of Great Brtain to realise what a dreadful fix 
they are in. If this war is really a matter of life and death to them, 
why should not they enli.st the sympathies of millions and millions and 
make friends with them, but they w'on't do it. My humble and respect¬ 
ful advice to them is that you should not think you will rule for ever. 
What is a State? It is ephemeral, transient and transitory. You are 
today a great power. By a sudden change in the conditions of the world 
and change of fortune, you might lose the pedestal on which you are 
seated. So. it is time to do the right thing by India and thereby earn 
its goodwill. Make it realise that it is your equal partner, and not 
your slave. With these words, T oppose the Bill. 

Mr. Lalctoand Kavalral fSind: Non-Muhammadan Bural): Sir, T do nof^ 
qlaim to have the ability and capacity to make a fiery speech. I will place a 
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few facts l)cforc the House. There are two motions before the House at 
present. One is for the eonsideration of the Bill and the second is tor its 
circulation. Now, 1 do see sense in putting forward a motion such as 
my friend, Mr. Ka/mi has done. Tlie ground on which this Bill should 
go to the country for circulation to obtain their opinion is quite plain. 
The first; point is that no money Bill should be taktai up without proper 
consideration by the country. Tlie country should say whether the money 
should be given and whether it is required for the defence of India and 
whether the country has the capacity to pay it. Now, on this point, I 
would submit that when this Assembly met here, the country did not 
know at all whether this Jfill will come before the House. For the matter 
of that, not evfui the Members of this House knew that this Bill was 
coming in until they were taken by surprise on the 5th. Therefore it is 
quite necessary that this iVdl should go for circulation to obtain opinion 
of tlic country. The main question that underlies this Bill is whether the 
war that is going on, for which money is asked lor, is for the defence of 
Tndiji. Tf it is not, then the country caqnot be asked to support a Bill 
like this. There is no desire on the part of any one that the British Clov- 
ernment should bc' embarrassed in the prosecution of the war but the 
(xovernment owe an obligation to th(‘ Asscunbls and tlie\ should have 
done all in tlu'ir power to seek the co-operation of the Assembly at the 
earliest possible opportunity. Have they dom; tlial ? J)i<l they consult 
tins Assembly as to whether this war is in the interests of India and 
therefore, monev should he given? They did not do so. Hnring the 
Inst Assembly no such question was brought \ip and even after during 
the seven months that elapsed, what was their attitude? Did they con¬ 
sult any Meinher of the Assembly? Did they consult the country in order 
to show that what they are doing is not being done clandestinely and with¬ 
out sanction, but that it is being done with the (*onsent of Ihe Members? 
That has not been done at all. 

Now. on the question as to whether this war is being fought for the 
defence* of India, I would refer to the irresponsibility of the Members of 
the Treasury Benebes. They answer questions in a manner which does 
not convince us <at all. We should be taken into confidence on this 
primary and most important matter. Now, today I put a question No. 18 
and asked: 

“Will the Honourable Member say whether tho.*»o pilots and mechanics are being 
trained for permanent purposes for the Air Force in India or for the present war 
purposes only?” 

What was the reply? The reply was: 

“That it is impossible at this .stage to say what will liapp€m after the war.” 

Tf they are not in a position to tell us even this simple thing and take 
118 into confidence, then why need we give them the money? They sav 
‘Let the money bo spent and then we shall see what happens’. That 
should not be the attitude of Government. One also cannot understand 
this: if money was needed for war purposes, why was not the Assembh 
called earlier; and no reason for this has been given. So many questions 
have been asked and an adjournment motion was also moved. We are noi 
satisfied with the attitude of Government They think that they can ael 
in any manner they like. Tn fact, they have actually done so. What do 
we find in Bngland. There, the Government is not irresponsible to Parlia¬ 
ment, ns the Government in India is. We know that the Parliament ha^- 
been sitting throiigboiit and anything that is done is with the consent of 
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Parliament. Here we are not allowed to take part in the war functions. 
We are not given an opportunity to say whether the money required shou d 
be spent on the objects on which Government want to spend it and whe¬ 
ther it should have been spent with the consultation of the Assembly. 
That has not been done at all. So the Indian Government do not feel 
any responsibility to the Members of the House and with what face then 
do they ask for money now, without telling us anything or affirming that 
they will be responsible and that they wall consult us or that tliey won t 
do anything without our sanction? Therefore, they do not feel any 
responsibility and I do not think they can, in justice, ask for any money 
being given ibo them. 

Then, JSir, some people resented that Government have been carrying 
on their functions for war pur})()ses without consulting us and even an 
adjournment motion that was placed before this House in order to know 
such things was disallowed. Therefore, in what way are we to convince 
ourselves or to convince our constituency to which we are responsible that 
everything is all right? We are to consider this Bill and give our owui 
opinion; we give a paiiicular opinion, but we cannot say we are respon¬ 
sible to our constituents because they will say, “On wliat facts and 
figures did you take part in this Bill and give your sanction for the 
Finance Bill?” Sir, 1 would further submit that, several Departments 
have now' been opened and these Departments have not got any sanctioxi 
of the Assembly and they are being carried on in a manner and are 
being maintained with high salaries without any consultation with us. 
Is that fair, I ask? And I submit also that it is being alleged that great 
profiteering has been taking place in regard to the appointments and other 
happenings of these Departments. It is for the Government to satisfy 
us that this is not correct? 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Afimad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Mu¬ 
hammadan Kural): What Departments? 

Mr. Lalchand Kavalrai: The Supply Department. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: And allied Departments? 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Yes, of course. It is, therefore, that I am 
asking how' the expenses have been incurred. I put the question the 
other day to the Honourable the Finance Member to tell us in detail how^ 
this money lias been spent. The Honourable Member said, “well, look 
at my statement that 1 made on the first day and that will satisfy you.” 
I have read the statement but I do not find out how' the money is being 
spent. T am told that what you want is there in the statement. But how- 
have you spent this, whether the particular officers that w^ere appointed 
were rightly appointed and so on, whether the pay that was given to 
them was proper, all these w^ere the thing.s on which we required to be 
satisfied. Then, Sir, it is said that the high appointments in the Supply 
De])artment have been given to non-Indians and ceidain people have been 
brought in there from outside the Government offices, directly, on verv 
high salaries. Now. is there any reply given to it? When we put tliat 
question there was a very evasive reply. We do not get a direct reply. 
iWhy not put a list before us and say, ‘Veil, these are the officers appoint- 
ed on such and such pay”, so that we may have confidence in what the 
Government are doing. 
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Then, bir, with re^^ard to the purchases for war purposes. We do not 
know whether the purchases that were being made were by tender or how 
they were made. Was any delegation of power made to a particular 

officer, who was put in charge of them, to make purchases by asking for 

competitive prices? Nothing has been done. At any rate that has not 
been brought to cuir notice. Then, bir, 1 cannot also understand why, 
while for past seven months everN thing with regard to the war and allied 
purposes, was being done l)\ ordinance, this was not similarly done; it 
would have been much better to have this money too asked from the 
country by ordinance, and why throw the responsibility upon us? It may 
be that His Excellency the (iovcrnor Genera] may have been satisfied by 
the Department, but when you ask that the Assembly should give tbie 
sanction, then you must plaer all th(‘ data before the Assembly, which has 
not been done at all. Ih^sides that, ordinarily, wlien a Einanee J^ill is 
placed before the Assembly, it is done after the Budget is presented so 
that we see what would lie llie expenses and it is ilien after that the 

Einanee JBll is presented. Now that is not done lu re. Gnly a fe.w 

statements arc made, certain items are referred to, and then we are told, 
“we shall require so much money”. That is absolutely an incorrect pro¬ 
cedure. It practically comes to fhis that the Finance Member says, “well, 
believe me and give the money”. I do not think the country would be 
ready to do that nor the Honourable Members of the House would be pre¬ 
pared to do that. 

Then, Sir, to raise the money even for war purposes by an extra tajt 
on incomes, vvliich already bear so many taxes such as the ordinary 
income-tax, the super-tax, the excess prohts-tax, then if this tax is 
levied, i would submit with confidence and in all earnestness that that 
would be exhausting the economic capacity of the people who are already 
poor. The first way of raising money should have been by applying the 
axe to the already too extravagant expenditure; this has not been done 
Even ordinarily at the time of the Budget, whenever any new taxes are 
sought to be put, it is claimed that first of all apply the axe,—make 
retrenchment, lower the higher salaries and then come to us for new taxes, 
in the like manner that should have been done—not that you directly 
present the Finance Bill and say, “you pay this money and we will give 
you the account afterwards”. Then, afterwards^ they will say, “we never 
anticipated this, we could not have prophesied that this would have hap¬ 
pened”. Now that is absolutely wrong. I woidd submit, Sir, that if the 
Government of India were really intent upon applying the axe, certain 
Departments could be suspended for file time being. Now, we have the 
.4udit and Accounts Departments. Wliy should not these, in a time of emer¬ 
gency, be nmalgamated ? Tn the like manner there are other Depart¬ 
ments also which should he joined together or suspended for the purpose 
of making economies. This could be easily done in the Bailway Depart¬ 
ment, which now has a prosperous budget and no deficit to face, for it is 
indicated in fhe statement of the Honourable Member that the Bailwavs 
will make some contribution. If the axe is applied there, the contribu¬ 
tion will be greater. You say, “leave all that aside, let those things 
remain as they are, let them carry on as they wish, yon may protest 
against that, but we will not do anything in that direction, w’e want more 
money, more and nl 0 ^e’^ Sir, T submit that the economic condition of 
the country is too poor and to impose an additional i)urden on their 
already scant income is to embarrass the people. You want that the 
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British people sliotild not he embarrassed in the eonntr) hut .nou air 
Hctiiallv embarrassing ns. Hc.sides that, there are many ways for the 
Government of India to raise money. They can float loans. 1 he (lov- 
ernment of India have got the credit and they can rais.' large loans and 
carry on the Goveniment for the time being. (Inti'rrnption by Seth Ilaji 
Sir Abdoola Harrxm.) The Honourable Member is a V(‘ry rich man and 
he will be readv to give loans. Take hold of such fat and rich people but 
do not tax the poor people who are living from hand to mouth. 

Then, Sir, I would like to quote the views of some of the cornmereial 
concerns! These are the views of the Indian Buyers. Shippers and Mer¬ 
chants. They say: 

“This poor country is already groaning under heavy taxafcioll quite disproportionate 
to its capacito'. Its struggling industries and trade have suffored stunning blow 
.from Excess Profits tax. There is heavy depression in trade and prices of principal 
agriciiltural produce have maintained low levels owing to export restrictions and pro 
hibitions, inadequate shipping facilities and price control.” 

These points that T am reading out have already been admitted by 
the Honourable the Binnnce Member in his statement. Then, why should 
you place further burden on these people? The telegram goes on: 

“Trade industrie.? badly need due relief and fostering care from flovornment to 
.survive and play their part in national economy and defence in tbc.«e most critical 
times. In these conditions, Government’s imposing 26 jer cent, enhancement tax 
on all taxable incomes will be a step most indiscriminate, nncallcd for and particularly 
detrimental to small incomes represented by most of indigenous industries and trading 
companies. Increase in postal, telegraphic and trunk call charges further aggravate 
their miserable plijjht and Committee seriously apprehended .such measures would 
only result in curtailment facilities and will fail to yield expected increase.” 

What I am submitting is this that in levying taxes it is very neces¬ 
sary to see whether the people have the capacity to pay them. From 
time to time these taxes have been increased and even at tbe last time 
when the income-tax was being increased it was shown flint the, people 
were not in a position to pay. That is especially so in these davs of 
depression. 

Now, Sir, the House knows that when this tax, that is being asked for. 
will be levied, it will be paid by the whole of India and all the provinces 
will be affected Therefore, I feel it my duty to refer to the conditions 
of Sind. T shall show the callousness of the Government of India and 
that of the Governor General in Council. T shall also show that no help 
has been given to the Hindus in Sind with the result that their economic 
capacity has been undermined. Therefore, it will not he right to (*nll 
upon them to pay this tax. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: Mav we suggest that the Hindus of Sind should !)»* 
excluded from the payment of this tax? 

Mr. Lalchand Kavalrai: These are my general comments on the Bill. 
But as the Bill affects equally my part of the country, T would like to put 
forward certain conditions. One is the outrageous treatment which has 
beeri extended to the Hindiis who mostly pav the income-tax. They are 
receiving most callous treatment at the hands of the lawless people who 
have killed a very large number of well-to-do Hindus. This cannot pos 
sibly be denied. It has appeared in the press and everybody knows it 
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Then, the present economic capacity of the people of Sind must also be 
taken into consideration. As 1 have shown, this matter has got to be 
considered mostly from the point of view of the ability of the Sind Hindus 
to pay because it is mostly the Hindus who pay the income-tax in Sind. 

Sir, the Hindus of Sind have a grievance against the Government of 
India. Fully knowing that murder after murder of innocent Hindus has 
taken ])lace and the law and order has been violently disturbed, Govern¬ 
ment have failed to restore peace and order. The Governor has refused 
to take law and order in his own hands and the Government of India 
have done nothing to avert such unprecedented calamity. It is they who 
now want those very people to co-operate with the Government. When T 
moved an adjournment motion, the Leader of the House said that the 
Government of India are different from the Go\ei'nor General. Now, 
this money is asked for (ui behalf of the Governor General and if the Gov¬ 
ernment of India have not even the powoi to give advice to His Excel¬ 
lency the Governor General to do certain things, then it would mean that 
they do not exist. I will therefore say, just as the Honourable Mr. 
Satyamurti said today, that in other matters also the Executive Coun¬ 
cillors do not exist. If that is the positfioii, it is ujost deplorable. In 
cases where people are being killed and where the loeal authority has failed 
to give them protection, is it not the duty of the Members of the Gov¬ 
ernor General to come forward and take measures to see that all that 
lawlessness is rooted out? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Do you want the constitution to be sus¬ 
pended and the administration taken over by the Governor in Sind? 

Mr. Lalchand llavalrai: I am now asking for law and order being main¬ 
tained. I am saying that every one in this House and outside should help 
the Hindus in Sind. It is a mere pretext to say that this is a provincial 
question. The Govermnent of India is the highest government in this 
country and it is res])on8ible for the good administration of the whole of 
India, no matter even if power is ^ven to the provinces. When any 
proviiK'e shows that it has faded in its dntv of m.aintainiiig law and order, 
then it is the duty of the Government of India to step in. The theory of 
non-interference, as is sometimes propounded, cannot he sustained and 
this only shows want of common sense. How is the Government of India 
different from the Governor General? This is merely punning upon words. 
The Executive Council rnemhers are the colleagues of the Viceroy and all 
of them are paid from the Indian exchequer. At this critical juncture in 
Sind, the Government of India should give proper advice to the Governor 
General and they should not leave the people of Sind to the tender mercies 
of hooligans. If the Govermnent of India cannot do this, it only shows a 
bankruptcy of brains. The Government of India want money for war pur¬ 
poses. Tliey should, therefore, leave no stone unturned in Sind and restore 
law and order. The condition of the Sind Hindus is simplv woeftil. The 
Hindus are being killed in trains?, on public roads, in fields, in mufassil 
villages. . That is the present state of affairs in Sind. Many lives of young 
men have been taken away and enormous property has been looted. The 
Hindus are obliged to incur extra heavy expenditure to keep what is left. 
The Hindus in Sind are law-abiding people, and if they are called upon to 
make contributions to the war funds by way of enhanced income-tax, and 
so on, they sim^ily cannot do it, 
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Seth Haji Sir Abdoola Haroon (Sind: Muhammadan Bural): The 
Government in Sind is helping them. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: I know what help you are giving there. You 
will merely tell yarns. I am convinced of this. 1 did not want to gene¬ 
rate any heat in this debate. It is only the interruption of my Honourable 
friend that makes me refer to these things. (Interruption.) I do not 
mind what my Honourable friend, Sir Syed llaza Ali, says, because 1 do 
not attach any value to his words. 

I would, therefore, appeal to the Government of India that in order to 
save their reputation and honour they should take strong measures and 
restore tranquillity in Sind. The point that I wish to make is this. If 
the Government restores trancpiillity and peace in Sind, then the Sind 
Hindus will be able to bear their share of taxation. At ])re8ent their 
earning capacity has gone down. If the Government should restore law 
and order, the Hindu zemindars will go to their fields and till their lands 
and make a living. To ask them at present to contribute funds for the 
prosecution of the war is not right at all. It is out of question. They will 
not be able to pay anything. I again submit that it is the duty of the 
Government of India, though not directly, at least by advising the Governor 
General to come forward at this juncture and help the people of Sind. 
The economic condition of the people there is really miserable. Here I 
may take the instance of the United Provinces. When the Provincial 
Government imposed a tax on professions in addition to income-tax sub¬ 
jecting Government officers there too and when these officers represented 
and said they will not be able to pay that tax, what did the Government of 
India do? In order to ensure that their pockets were not touched, the 
Government of India went so far as to see that the Government of India 
Act was amended. Therefore, my submission is that if you want Sind 
should contribute any money for war purposes, they will willingly do so 
if their lives and properties are made safe. It would be in the fitness of 
things that though once they refused to help Sind, at least now the Govern¬ 
ment of India should step in and see justice is done to the Hindus of Sind. 
The Britishers are fighting for their hearths and homes, the Government of 
India say that they are fighting for their hearths and homes. The Sind 
Hindus are fighting for their hearths and homes; they are struggling for 
their very existence. Their earning capacity has been affected by this 
lawlessness. How can they pay income-tax? Though the Government of 
India have failed in their duty till now, at least they can come forward now 
and help the poor Hindus of Sind. The area affected by lawlessness is not 
small. It is not only Sukkur that has been affected. The trouble has 
spread beyond that district. Lawlessness has extended to .Tacobabad also. 
Therefore, it is not merely the capacity of the people of Sukkur that is 
affected. 

Sir Syed llaza Ali: Jacobabad is a hot place. 

Mr. Iialchand Kavalrai: But it is not a hot place for people to be 
killed. The lawlessness in Sind is something unthinkable. Bven now 
people are taken with the help of convoys to their villages. How can they 
go to their lands to till them? 

So far as this Bill is concerned, I would submit there are two points 
upon which the House should be satisfied to the utmost. Firstly, whether 
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this war that is being waged is for Imperial purposes or for the defence of 
India. If satisfactory explantion is given, then 1 am sure the House will 
consider this Bill. The second point is that the Government should feel 
that they owe a duty to the Mcunbers of tlie Assembly and show them how 
they have behaved up to this time, how they have spent money up to this 
time. They should also say how they are going to spend money hereafter. 
It is only then they can be helped by this country. With these words, I 
resume my seat. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum (North-West Frontier Province: General): Sir, I 
rise to oppose the motion moved by the Honourable the Finance Member, 
and, in order that I should do so, I must bring the House back from the 
deserts of Sind to the Assembly (3haniber in New Delhi. My Honourable 
friend, Mr. Sri Prakasa, made a very long speech and in doing so he said 
all that there was to be said from the Congress point of view. But while 
ho was developing one of his arguments, he appears to have said that any 
other rule in India could not be worse than the existing rule of the British 
in this country. I do not want anybody to run awa> with the idea tliat 
there is anybody in this country who wants British rule to be substituted 
by any other form of alien domination. We are out to put an end to 
British rule in the sense in w^hich it exists today. We want to see an end 
of British Imperialism and British domination in tijis country. And once 
We are strong enough to do that, I think the people of this great country, 
once they are united, can face any outside attrick, be it from the east or 
from the west or oven from a combination of hostile States from outside 
our own country. Therefore, I want to make it clear that the Party to 
which I have the honour to belong, and the vast majority of the people of 
this country do not want any change of masters, that they are o\it to free 
themselves, and I hope that with God’s help it will not he long before we 
shall see the last of this British or alien rule in our country. 

I am really ama/.cd at the Hono\irable (he Finance Member expecting 
us to supply money for his war. Why should we help this present Govern¬ 
ment? Did they consult us before (liev entered into tlie war.' Did they 
eousuU (he peo])ie of this country? Did (hey consull the Central Legislative 
Assembly or any of the Provineial Assemblies which wer(‘ then in Session, 
when the British Government decided to declare war upon Germany and 
later on against Italy? As we were not consulted, the other question for us 
to consider is whctlicr this war is bc'ing fought for the good of our country, or 
for the defence of onr country, or is it a war which is being fought for 
the maintenance of British imperialism and for the maintenance of British 
vested interests all over the world? We find that with the lapse of time 
the war aims of Great Britain have undergone remarkable cluinges. 
Formerly, it was a crusade to set u]) demo'*racy in Europe; later on, these 
have been reduced to a much humbler ambition, namely, that of survival in 
this world. But we all know what survival of Great Britain in its present 
form means. It may mean one thing for the Irish Free State, it may mean 
one thing for South Africa or for any of the self-governing Dominions of 
Canada, Australia or New Zealand, but for India it means nothing but 
stark naked Imperialism and a type of Imperialism which we have learnt 
to loathe and detest, the type of Imperialism that we want to end once 
and for all. How can we help this Government? It was only the other 
day, Sir, that the Leader of the largest Party in this Assembly and my 
Leader, Mr. Bhulabhai Desai, a member of the Congress Working 
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Committee, aecompanieJ by the Secretary of this Party, Mr. Asai Ali, 
another meiiibei' ot ilic Coiigre.ss WorJaii^ Comniiuee, visited llie ProiUier 
Province with a message oji behalf of the All-India Nati(jnal Congress to llie 
tribes which inhabit the areas which immediately border on the settled 
districts of the .brojilua* ihovinee. What was the treatment lliat was 
accorded to them? An order came from the Government of India and 
from tile ih’ovineial Govc'rnnient that not only was their entry forbidden 
into the tribal area, Imt antilluT order before which J think all orders which 
have so far been passed by iJerr Hitler or by Signor Mussolini jiale into 
insignificance was j)assed, namidy, that they w’ere not allowed to visit 
Jiannu wliicdi ;s a sidtled district, part of a province where Pnnincial 
Autonomy has la'cii working as in the rest of Jn(li;i. Dehnite restrictions 
were fdaced upon tlu'ir visiting a district which is a ])art of liritisli India. 
While it is possi'ole for an Fmglishman to go to Bnnmi in gnait luxury and 
under the protection of the army and all otlier available forc'cs wdiicli have 
been provided for by the Indian tax])ayer, this irresponsible Governnamt of 
India bad tlie effrontery to stop Mr. Desai and Mr. Asaf Ali from visiting 
Jhmnii. Tlie things that bavt' lic'cn linppiming in llie Frontier ProN'inee and 
tlie way tb(‘.y liave been playing wdtb the liberty of the peo]'>1e is not knowm 
to people in the rest of India, because of the stringent press censorsliip. 
Only those news wbicli the British Government (‘onsider pro])('r in their 
own interest are allowed to be presented to tlie imblie in India, but tlie 
real news is being suppressed. 

Look at the waiy in which [icople who had dealings w’itli Afghanistan 
have been treated in the Frontier I*rovince. iMost of them iiave been 
arrested on suspicion; traders, lorry drivers who had their business connec¬ 
tions w'ith Kabul liavo been clapped into jail. For months they are rotting 
there without any trial and their families are absolutely stranded; and all 
the time Governinenl are ajinouncing that they are about to prosecute them 
under the Defence of India Act. There are respectable persons among 
them who are rotting in prison since the middle of July and the Govern¬ 
ment there have not thought it lit even to bring tlicm to trial. I know’ of 
one case where a person's liouse was searched on suspicion only, and after 
a night-long search the police seized one document w’hicli had been 
presented to him by me and w’lhch I had received, namely, a pamplilet on 
behalf of the All-India Muslim League in favour of the Pakistan scheme. 
They considered that there was something dreadful in that document and 
it was after a lot of correspondence that they found that it was a very harm¬ 
less document and that there is nothing in it against the British Govern¬ 
ment. This is tlic way people are being treated; this is the way the Leader 
and the Secretary of the largest Party in this Assembly have been treated 
by this Government of whicli the Honourable the Finance Member is a 
member and on behalf of whom he requests us to supply him with the 
means to carry on the war in order to make Britain triumphant; so that 
Britain can crush us all the more; and in order that Great Britain may rule 
us for a much longer period than it is able to do. We have no sympathies 
with Germany and we have no sympathies with Italy, but I assure this 
House that at the same time we have no sympathies with British imperial¬ 
ism either. I think as far as this country is concerned, in relation to Indian 
freedom British imperialism is as bad as German imperialism in Denmark, 
Norway, Holland and Sweden, or Fascist imperialism in Albania or 
Abyssinia. In all its naked horror, in its callousness, in its brutality, in its 
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suppression of the freedom of speech, freedom of association and freedom of 
movement, British imperialism stands out in as bad colours as any Fascist 
or German or any other imperialism in any part of the world. We who 
have been slaves of the British know what imperialism means. We know 
how the people of Denmark feel about the domination of Germany. Wo 
know how the people of Belgium and of Luxembourg and of the countries 
and states which have been recently overrun by the Germans and Italians 
feel. 

Mr. F. £. James: May I ask my Honourable friend a question? Will 
he be allowed, if he were in Denmark, Holland, Belgium or France, to make 
there the kind of speech against Germany that he makes here? 

Some Honourable Members: Yes; in the Assembly they do. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Let ino tell rny friend one thing. A British oflicer 
went to the Afridi territory and told one of the Afridis “Do you know what 
will ha])pi'n if the Gentians eanie*^ 'i'luM’t* wdl :>.* .ind tluit kind of 

atrocity and all sorts of horrd)h‘ things”. The Afridi said; 

“Well, we h«ave had a taste of your rule. How can wo condemn the other fellow 
before w'e have had a taste of his rule? Tt may be worse than you.'s, but I do not 
think that you are in any way better considering the way you have, treated the 
peoi'le in this country.” 

Sir, 1 assure you that tliis country is heading ^or a revolution. The Gov- 
erniiK'nt an' blind- they are d(‘af: they are n<'t amenabh* to reason, and 
forces are working in this country and tlie Gove’-nmer-.t are forcing those 
forces in such a direction that India is heading for a first-class revolution. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member can stop now. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock, on Tuesday, the 
12th November, 1940. 
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'Phe AssLiiibly luel in tbe Assembly Chamber nf the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ilahim) 
in tlie Chair. 


STAPPED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

(a) Oral Answers. 

Want of Shunting Facilitifs at Bukhtiarpuh Junction of the 
East rNoiAN Pailway. 

48. "'Mr. Muhammad Nauman: (a) Is the Monourahle Meniber for 
Railways aware : 

(i) that tliere is considerable detention of working goods trains at 

Bukhtiarpur Junction in Dinapore Divisioii of the East 
Indian Railway for want of shunting faciliti(‘S, resulting in 
unnecessary expenditure on the running of these trains; 

(ii) that such (rains have also on that acc'ount to he stabled; 

(iii) (hat successive station-masters of Bukhtiarpur have been writing 

to the Divisional Superintendent, Dinapore, for the exten¬ 
sion of the yard and the introduction of *B' class system of 
working at Bukhtiarpur; 

(iv) that ‘B’ class system of working had actually been inlroduced 

in 1927, but later was withdrawn; and 

(v) that, due to the present war condition, it is not possible to extend 

the yard at present? 

(b) If the answers to parts (i), (ii), (iii), (iv) and (v) be in the affirma¬ 
tive, do Government propose economising expenditure on these trains by 
introducing single line system of working within the local lijuils only of 
Bukhtiarpur to relieve one line for shunting purposes? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Enquiries are being made from the 
Railway Administration and a reply will be laid on the table in due 
course. 

Duties and Emoluments of the Civil Administrator, Kamaran. 

149. ’“Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha: (a) Will the Foreign 
Secretary please state the duties and emoluments of the Civil Administra¬ 
tor, Kamaran? 

(b) How much of his time does he ordinarily devote to the work of 
pilgi^ims? 

t Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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(c) What part of his salary is met from (lovermneiit funds and what 
part from the quarantine tees realised from ijilgrinis? 

(d) Will he get any pension or gratnirv from the amount of fees collect¬ 
ed from pilgrims when he retires from service? 

Mr. O. K. Oaxoe: (a) The Civil Administrator, Kamaran, is responsible 
for the entire administration of the Island. He is also the Director of 
the Quarantine Station and in that capacity exercises general supervision 
and control over the whole staff of the station. He is employed on 
contract and draws pay in tlie scale of Hs. 900 (probation)—950—100— 
1,350, subject to proportionate reduction by the amount of pension he 
may be drawing. 

(b) Like other members of the staff he is in touch with the pilgrims 
during the pilgrim season cind for the rest of the year he is in charge of 
the arrangements which are made for the pilgrims. 

(rt) The entire pay of the Civil Administrator is met from quarantine 
revenues. 

(d) No pension or gratuity is granted as a rule, but any case requiring 
special treatment is considered on its merits and the amount involved 
charged to the Quarantine Station Fund. 

Dacca Mail Disaster. 

50. *Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Chaudhury: (a) Will the Honourable the 
Hallway Member ])lease state the cause or causes of the 8 Down Dacca 
Mail disaster on the 5ih August, 1940? 

(h) Was any enquiry committee appointed to enquire into the cause or 
causes of disaster, and who were the members of the committee? 

(c) Did the committee submit any report? If so, will the Honourable 
Member place a copy of the report on the table of the House? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) The cause of the accident was 
the removal of a rail from the track before the arrival of the train. 

(b) and (c). No : the accident was eriquired into by the Senior Gov¬ 
ernment Inspector, a copy of whose report is in the Library of the 
House. 

Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Chaudhury: May I know. Sir, why in these 

cases no judicial inquiry was made? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The Honourable Member was not 
present during the debate which took place last week, from it ho will 
Hud the reasons. 

Mr, K. Santhanam: Was any inquiry made by the Provincial Gov¬ 
ernment? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 believe the Provincial Govern¬ 
ment has decided to make no judicial inquiry. 

Mr. K. Santhanam: May F know, Sir, whether the Provincial Gov¬ 
ernment approached the Central Government on the matter of this 
inquiry, and did the Central Goveminent offer any advice to tliem? 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I am not sure what the Honouiable 
Member means, when he asks whether the Provincial Government 
approached the Central Government, but there has been a certain amount 
of correspondence on the subject. 

Mr. K. Santhanam: May I know if the Central Government suggested 
to the Provincial Government that an inquiry need not be held? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I am not prepared to disclose any 
correspondence which took place demi-officially between two Govern¬ 
ments. 

Mr. K. Santhanam: Am 1 to understand then that the Honourable 
Member does not deny that the Government of India might have suggested 
to the Provincial Government that no inquiry need be held? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The Honourable Member is not 
going to get it disclosed by asking whether I deny or affirm it. 

Mr. Iff. M. Jbfihi: Mav I know, Sir, whether the Government Inspector 
is still under the control of the Pailway Department or he is made inde¬ 
pendent of that Department? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: He is subordinate to the Railways 
Department, but not to the Railway Administration. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I know whether Government propose to remove 
him fi-om the ccntrol of the Railway Department and place him under 
some other Department? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: They have that question under 
consideration. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I know, Sir, for how long have the Govern¬ 
ment of India been considering that question? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: T think during last .car, actively. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Is the Honourable Member aware that in the new 
Constitution of the Railway Board the Government Inspector is made 
independent of the Railway Department? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I believe that is so. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I know', therefore, that this question has 
been under the consideration of the Government for a much longer time? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Not actively, Sir. I think the 
question was raised in tliis House in the Budget before last, vind it was 
raised in the Council of State in ihe last Session. 

Relief given to the Victims of the Dacca Mail Disaster. 

51. ’"Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Ghaudhury: (a) Will the Honourable the 
Railway Member please state how many ])eople were killed as a result of 
the 8 Down Dacca Mail accident and how many were injured? 

A 2 
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(b) What steps, if any, were taken to render first aid‘ to the injured, 
and what steps, if any, were taken for giving medical relief to the injured 
after the first aid? 

(c) Were any steps taken to repatriate the injured to their homes at 
railway expense? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) and (b). I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the copy of the Senior Government Inspector’s 
report on the accident which is in the Library of the House. 

(c) Yes. 

Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Ohaudhury: May I know, Sir, how many of 

the injured were repatriated at Eailway expense? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I have not got the numbers here. 

Accidents to the Dacca Mail in 1939 and 1940. 

52. *Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Ohaudhury: (a) Will the Honourable the 
Railway Member please state the total number of accidents to the Dacca 
Mail in 1939 and 1940? 

(b) Is it a fact that the accidents are mostly due to defective engines? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) Government only receives in- 
I’ormation of serious accidents as defined in the Government of India, 
Railway Department, .Niolification No. 192r)-T., dated the 19th March 
1930, There have been two snch accidents, one in 1939, and one in 
1940. 

(b) No. 

Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Ohaudhury: May I know, Sir, what is the cause 
of these accidents 'if it is not due to bad rails? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The reason for the first accident 
was one train craslu'd into another train which was standing at a station; 
the reason for the second accident was removal of a rfiil. 

MauM Abdur Rasheed Ohaudhury: By whom was the rail removed? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: If the Honourable Member will 

g'ive me their names, 1 sli.dl be very grateful to him indeed. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: If the inquiries disclosed that the acci¬ 
dent was due to sabotage, may I know if the miscreants have been traced 
out? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Investigations are still proceeding. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: May I know. Sir, if the Honourable 
Member has been in communication with the Provincial Government to 
find out what steps they took or are taking on this particular section to 
trace the miscreants? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Steps are being taken to trace out 
the miscreants, but I do not know whether they will be successful or not. 
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Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Are these steps taken by the Govern- 
riient of India or by the Government of Bengal? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I think by both; we have had a 
police officer on special duty. 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande: Are these lines guarded by the police? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahiiii): Next question. 

Diversion of Carriage of Postal Mails between Sylhet and Shillong 
FROM Hoad to Railway. 

53. ♦Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Ohaudhury: Will the Honourable Member 
for Communications please state: 

(a) the reason for the diversion of carriage of postal mails between 

Sylhet and Shillong from the road to the railway; 

(b) the time taken for carriage of the mails by the respective routes 

and their respective lengths; 

(c) the steps that are being taken, or are contemplated, to restore 

the old route by road, and when it is expected to be restored; 

(d) whether it is a fact that for some time mails were carried by a 

passenger-carrier concern at a nominal charge of rupee one 
per year and that contract is no longer available having been 
terminated by the Postal authorities themselves; 

(e) whether offers to run these mails are still available at lis. bOO a 

month, and why the offers are not accepted; 

(f) the volume and income from these mails; the reasons for refusing 

the offers; whether the importance and income-value of these 
mails do not warrant the expenditure of a sum oi Rs. 300 
a month which works at about one anna per road mile; 

(g) whether any communications passed between the Governmen' 

of Assam and the postal authorities about carriage of these 
mails; 

(h) whether the above mentioned contract at rupee one only was 

terminated on the advice of the Government of Assam, before 
making suitable arrangements to carry the mails by road; 

(i) whether the postal authorities used discretion, or merely accepted 

the advice of the Provincial Government; 

(j) the present cost of carriage of these mails by railway route and 

otherwise by runners, etc.; and 

(k) the cost per road-mile of carriage of mails by motor vehicles on 

other hill roads of the province? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) The reason is that the remune¬ 
ration demanded by the contractor for conveying mails by motor was 
excessive. 

(b) The distance by direct road from Sylhet to Shillong is 86 miles 
and the time taken to convey mails by motor was 6 hours and 5 minutes. 
The distance by railway route via Lumding and Gauhati by road from 
Gauhati to Shillong is 368 miles and the time taken is 40 hours. 
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(c) The matter is under examination in consultation with the Provin¬ 
cial Government. 

(d) The reply is in the affirmative except that the artiount paid was 
Be. 1 per month and not per year. 

(e) Yes, the offer was not accepted as the amount demanded was con¬ 
sidered excessive and unjustified. 

(f) The average we'ight of mails carried by road between Sylhet and 
Shillong was about two maunds a day. Information about the income 
from these mails is not available. Government do not consider that 
either the volume or the importance of the mails warrant the expenditure 
of a sum of Rs. 800 per month. 

(g) and (h). Yes. 

(i) In view of certain information received from the Provincial Govei*n- 
ment, the local postal authorities considered it necessary to give notice of 
termination of the contract, 

(]) Rs. 72-8-0 per month. 

(k) The cost varies from five annas three pies per mile to ten p'ies per 
mile, 

Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Ohaudhury: Ts it a fact, Sir, that it was due to 
financial reasons that this mail route was diverted? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I have given the reason for the 
diversion of the mail route in the reply which T just read out. 

Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Ohaudhury: I find. Sir, according to thi! infor¬ 
mation placed before the House by the Honourable the Communications 
Member, that formerly the mail was carried at Re. I per month; may T 
know what is the cost now for carrying the mail from Sylhet to Shillong? 

The Honourbale Sir Andrew Clow: I also gave that figure in my reply 
to part (j). 

Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Ohaudhury; Ma\ 1 know, Sir, when the cost 
is so small as Re. 1 per month, what is the financial gain on account of 
the diversion of the mail route? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Olow: It is not a question of financial 
gain. It is a question of cutting down the financial loss; the difference 
is that betiveen Rs. 72-8-0 and Rs. 300 per month. 

Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Ohaudhury: It was carried at Re. 1 per month? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Olow: Yes, but the Contractor is not 
willing to carry it at that rate now. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : What was the amount tendered by the 
contractors for carrying the mails by motor? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Olow: The amount demanded was, I 
think, Rs. 300. 

Pandit laakshmi Kanta Maitra: What was the rate before that? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Olow: One rupee per month. 
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Discrimination in the matter of Passes and Privilege Ticket Orders 

BETWEEN AN ADOPTED AND StEP-SON ON STATE RAILWAYS. 

64. *Mr. LdlchaJid NavdJraii (a) Witli reference to 11 le supplementary 
question to iny starred question No. 521, asked on the 26t,h August, 1938, 
will the Honourable Member for Railways be jdeased to state whether it is 
tt fact that step-children of an employee on the North Western Railway 
are entitled to passes and privilege ticket orders, even when he has natural 
born legitimate children of his own? 

(b) Is it a fact that, under the present railway rules, an adopted child 
loses the privilege of passes and piivilege ticket orders, when the employee 
is blessed with his natural born legitimate child? 

(c) If the reply to parts (a) and (b) be in the affirmative, what are the 
reasons for discrimination in tlie matter of ])asses and privilege ticket orders 
between an adopted and step-son? 

(d) Are Government aware that the right of adoption is permitted only 
to Hindus, who have generally no step-children amongst them and that 
this restriction is objected to by the Hindu employees? 

(e) Is it proposed to issue instructions to ensure equal treatment to 
employees of all communities by allowing similar treatment to the step and 
adopted children in the matter of railway passes and privilege ticket orders? 
If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) and (b). Yes. 

(c) and (d). The difference was b«ased on the U'gal position in respect 
of adoption. I have not seen any complaints from employees on this 
score, but the question will be re-examined. 

(e) If any further instructions are issued to State-managed railways, 
they will be based on the principle of according similar treatment in the 
matter of passes and privilege ticket orders to the children of employees 
of all communities. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May T know from the Honourable Member if, 
when there are more than one son who are natural born, all of them will 
be entitled to passes, or only one? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: T think they are all entitled to 
posses. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai! May I ask if the Honourable ^lember kiiows 
that even if when an adopted son is there, a natural son is horn, the 
adopted son continues to be a son, and both the natural born son and the 
adopted son are considered as two sons? Then, why should they not get 
passes? Will the Honourable Member consider the question from that 
point of view? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The Honourable Member seems to 
be arguing. I have promised that tlie. question will be re-examined. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ohani: May I know whether there is any 
pt:opo8al with the Government of India for the abolition of passes 
altogether? 
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Hie Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The abolition of passes is not under 
consideration at present. 

Mr. Sri Frakasa! With reference to the reply to part (d) of the ques¬ 
tion, is it not a fact that plenty of Hindus have plenty of natural born 
legitimate step-children? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I have never heard of a natural 
born legitimate step-child. (Laughter.) 

Percentage reserved for Muslims in Labour and Inferior Service 
ON State Railways. 

55. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways be pleased to state whether any percentage has been reserved for 
Muslim community in labour and inferior services on the Indian State 
Railways and particularly on the North Western Railway? If so, what is 
that percentage for each railway, separately? 

(b) If the reply to the first portion of part (a) above be in tlie affirmative, 
will the Honourable Member please state under what rules or resolution of 
the Government of India percentages of services on the railways liave been 
reserved for minority communities in inferior and labour services? 

(c) Is it a fact that the percentage of subordinate services to which the 
principle of communal reservation in services applies is fixed at 60 per cent, 
for Muslims on the North Western Railway? If so, why does the North 
Western Railway administration apply the ratio of 70-1 per cent, or there- 
nboiits for recruitment to the inferior and labour services? 

(d) Does the Honourable Member propose to redress the inequalities? 
Tf not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) Specific percentages of 29*7 and 
61'3 have been reserved for the Muslim community in recruitment to in¬ 
ferior services, including labourers, on the Eastern Bengal and North 
Western Railways res])ectivelv No such percentages have been presc^ribed 
for INfuslims on the East Indian, and Great Indian Peninsula Railways, 

(b) Under executive orders issued by the Railway Board. 

(c) The answer to the first part "Is in the affirmative. As regards the 
latter part, the percentage reserved for the Muslim community on the 
North Western Railway for recruitment to inferior services, including 
labourers, is 61*3 and not 70*1, as stated by the Honourable Member. 

(d) As the answer to part (c) indicates there is no large differeTice bet¬ 
ween the percentages for subordinates and for inferior services, but the 
question of the percentages fixed for the latter will receive consideraiion 
in connection with the examination of Mr. D’Souza’s re])ort. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalra^: May I know why it is that on the North 
Western Railway 60 per cent, has been fixed, and elsewhere it is le'^s? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: 60 per cent, is for subordinates. 
The percentages were fixed with a view to giving larger percentages in 
areas where there was a large Muslim po])ulation and smaller percentages 
in areas where their population was small. 
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Mr, Lalchand Navalrai: Then, while there are more Muhammndans in 
the tract traversed by the Kastern Bengal Railway, why is it that the 
lumiber tliere is less? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The Rononrable Mcanber is, ] think, 
confusing two things. He is now referring to inferior services. Iti the 
case of inferior services, the percentages were based on the actual repre¬ 
sentation of cornnmnit'ies in the railway services ar the time the orders 
were issued. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalra^l: May T, therefore, request the Honourable 
Member—I rc'for not to the superior services—that the (piestion of distri¬ 
bution by means of this communal ro[)re^entation mav be gone into now 
as enquiry will be made, with regard to the report that has come? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The (question will be e.xamined in 
respect of the inferior services, but J am not myself e.onvinced that thera- 
is any ease for revision in the case of subordinates. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask whether the ]a'rcenlage of enqjhwces is 
epual to tile percentage of the ])opuiation betwa^en the two ^ections of the 
population or is in excc'ss? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The actual Tm'ml)ers in em])lo>ment 
—I have not got the tigures with me, but 1 imagine that the percentage 
of Muslims is smaller tlian tlie percentage (d tln^ population. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: M ay 1 ask what is the reason for giving larger per¬ 
centage in the employment? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The reason why the Hindus and 
others have a larger percentage of employment is that thon^ was no com¬ 
munal reservation until very recently and tlicrefove it did not have time 
to have full effect. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maltra: Is it rnaintaified in the recruitment of 
the ordinary labour force? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: There is a percentage hxed only in 
the two railways T have tmuitioned. 

Communal Considerations in.the Promotion of Guards from Grade TI 
TO Grade III on the North Western Railway. 

56. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to state the number of grade 11 guards recently 
promoted to grade HI, on the North Western Railway, and the commu¬ 
nities from which they were drawn giving separately the number for each? 

(b) Were those persons promoted on the top of the seniority list of 
grade II guards for the whole of the North Western Railway? 

(c) If the reply to part (b) above be in the negative, what was the 
individual position in the seniority list of guards grade II of each man so 
promoted ? 
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(d) Is it a fact that the promotion of guards was made on communal 
considerations? If so, why is it at variance with the Honourable Member’s 
speech printed on page 717 of the Legislative Assembly Debates for Monday, 
the 26tli February, 1940? 

(e) If the reply to part (d) be in the negative, what justification was 
there to deprive senior gi’ade II guards of their promotion? 

(f) What steps do Government propose to take to ensure that there be 
no communal discrimination in the matter of promotions? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 have called for information and a 
reply will he laid on the table in due course. 

Representation for Construction of a Trunk Road from Hyderabad 
(Sind) to Bombay via Badin and Viramgam. 

57. *Mr. Lalchand NavalraA: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Communications be pleased to state whether Government received any 
representation for construction of a trunk road from Hyderabad (Sind) to 
Bombay via Badin and Viramgam? If so, how was the same disposed of? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) above be in the negative, do Government 
propose to consider this question, specially, when the proposal of having 
the Sind Bombay direct railway connection has been suspended? 

(c) Are Government aware that the Honorary Secretary of Sind Road 
Development Branch made a report that the State officials in Kathiawar, 
etc., appeared to be interested in the project? Do Government propose to 
ask the Central Road Traffic Board, or the authority responsible for road 
development, to take up this matter? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) and (b). No. 

(c) I have seen the report. Tlui answer to the second part of the 
question is in the negative. If the Provincial Governments or other 
authorities primarily responsible for road development wish lo develop 
eoinmunieations in this direction, it is open to them to do so, and if any 
Government desires to iitili/c^ aii\ part of its share of the Ptoad Fund on 
the pi’ojeet, the Government of fndia will eonsider siudi a proposal. 
Having regard to other and more urgent demands, 1 can hold out no 
prosfiect of allocations from the Central Peserve of that Fund for the 
purpose in present ('irciimstances. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Has there been anv communication with the Indian 
States in whose areas such a road would pass? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The Government of India have not 
made proposals for such a road. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai; With regard to the last part of my question, 
making an enquiry from the States through which the road is to pass is a 
Central business and not the Provincial Government’s. Therefore, 1 ask, 
will the Honourable Member make an enquiry from those States, and if 
give facilities, then the Government of India might help? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: As I have already explained, we are 
not in a position to help this project from the Central Reserve, 
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Mr. Lalch&lld Navalrai: At. present it may be, but will the Houonrable 
Member do it from the point of view I have put, so that the Provincial 
'Government mav do sometliinjj:? 

Mr. President (The Hononrahle sir Abdur llaliim): The Honourable 
Member has already replied. Next question. 

Appointment of Candidates tn the Posts and Telegraphs Subordinate 

Service in the Sind and Baluchistan Circle without the Produc¬ 
tion of Valid Domicile (Certificates. 

58. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Communications be pleased to state whether it is a fact that appointments 
in the subordinate Posts and Telegraphs service, are confined (i) to the 
inhabitants of the circle, or (ii) to persons domiciled in the circle in which 
vacancies are filled? 

(b) Is it a fact that a domicile certificate attested by the Collector of the 
District, in case of candidates referred to in item (ii) of part (a) above, is 
to be attached with the application for appointment? 

(c) Is it a fact that in certain divisions of Sind and Baluchistan circle, 
such as Baluchistan and Karachi General Post office, etc., certain candi¬ 
dates have been appointed without such domicile certificates having been 
produced? If so, why? 

(d) Is it a fact that certain candidates in these or other divisions of this 
-circle, have produced certificates from Justices of Peace or Honorary 
Magistrates only? If so, why have such certificates been accepted? 

(e) la it a fact that rules provide that the domicile of the son is the 
same as that of his father, and of no other relative, unless the old domicile 
is abandoned and a new one acquired by the candidate by residence for the 
prescribed period? 

(f) If the answer to parts (h) and (c) above be in the affirmative, do 
Government propose to issue necessary orders to reject such certificates and 
declare the appointments invalid? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow; (a) Candidates mu'^' as a geiaa'al 
rule belong to the revenia' division concerned, but sons a?id dependants of 
Posts and Telegraphs employees are eligible for the division where the 
employee is serving and Anglo-Indians are eligible thioughout India. 

(b) The certificate need not be attested by the Collector. A candidate 
is also permitted to produce a domicile certificate signed by any gazetted 
officer of the Central Government or the Provincial Government or a 
Justice of the Peace, provided these officers are able to say from their 
personal knowledge that having regard to the regulations existing in the 
Province with regard to domicile, the candidates tor whom they are giving 
the certificates are domiciled in the particular area in which they are 
Applying for employment, 

(c) Yes; a certain number of Muslims who had qualified in the Punjab 
were appointed to reserved vacancies lor which Sindhi Muslims were not 
Available. 

(d) No certificates produced from Honorary Magistrates were accepted. 
Gertificates from Justices of the Peace were, however, accepted in view 
of the position explained in the reply to part (b). 
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(e) The rules of domieile prescribed by the Local Governments in that 
Circle do so provide. 

(f) Jn vi(‘w of tlie position explained in the replies to parts (b) and (c). 
Government do not propose to issue any such orders. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I ask if the Honourable Member is aware 
that many certificates of domicile are presented which are easily obtainable 
from the Justices of the Peace/ 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: J)oes the Honourable Afember mean 
incorrect certificates/ 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai; Yes. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: No such caise has come to my 
notice.. 

Catering as a Source of ^^^coMK to Railway Administrations. 

59. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member please state whether it is not a fact that the Central Advisory 
Committee for Railways has advised Government that catering should not 
be used as a source of income by Railway administration? 

(b) Was it not the intention that the Railway administration should 
charge nofninfd fees from vendors, tea-stalls and refreshment rooms to 
cover out-of-pocket expenses incurred by the Railways? 

(c) Has the Railway Board fixed minimum and maximum charges to be 
levied on these vendors by different Railways? If so, what are the maxi¬ 
mum and minimum charges? 

(d) Are these fees charged from the hawkers and contractors in lump 
sums or according to the numbers of hawkers and bearers they employ? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) It is not a fact : the Honounible 
Afeniber’s attention is invited to jiaue 2 of tlie Central Advisory Council’s 
proceedings for the 16th Heptember, 1989. 

(b) No 

(c) and (d). The fixation of ('har^^es and the method by which ihey are 
levied has been left to Railw.-u Administrations acting in consultation with 
Local Advisory Committees. The practice varies on different Railwavs. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai; A fax 1 know from the Honourable Member 
whether those rates have iiow been provided and fixed, or are enquiries 
still being made? 

The Honourable Sir A2\,drew Clow: I am not sure what rates the 
Honourable Member is referring to. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: I mean, vendor’s license fees. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: There was no question of their being 
fixed at the centre. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: According to certain rates the vendors have to 
pay so much for rent, so much for license fee. Have all that been 
uniformly fixed at least on the North Western Railway? 
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• «low: 1 'lo nut think there ^vas anv ques- 

tioii of fixing thtiii at all uniformly. I liave here the rates on the Great 
[ni mn 1 eimmula Kailway, but there is no question of fixing uniform rates 
to be applied all over India. 


t'le Advisory Committee in 
1937 definitely laid down that catering should not be considered to be a 
source of income to the administration, and, in the memorandum 
presented to the Hallway lloard in September. 1939, it advocated the 

revel sal of the policy, but it was an expressi^m ^){ opinion by tbe Hailway 
Board. In view of this established jioliey of the Railway administration, 
that catering should not he talc(m n* he a source or ineome to the Railwa\s, 
why has he issued instructions to the contrary? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clov/: I do not tiunk it was ever laid down 
that catering should not be a soiuce of ineonu!. 1 \v'oule refer tlu' FTonour- 
ablc^ Member to the last conclusion of tlie (lentral Advisory Council on the 
subject. Certain members added an opinion to that regardiu.^ the making 
of catering a source of profit, not a soun'e of income, but that was only 
their view and not of the Council as n whole. 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it the opinion of the Honourable Member 
that catering should bo taken as a source of inroiue to the railwavs? T 
w^ant an answ'er “Yes” or “No”. 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: T do not think the Honourable 
Member is entitled to ask me rny opinion at ([uestion time. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I am not asking for your opinion. I want to 
know whether the Government have issued instructions or is adopting the 
po]i(‘y that catering should he taken as a source of ineome to the railways. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The Honourable Memhei’ began by 
asking whether it was mv opinion? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I did not ask for the'opinion of the Honour¬ 
able Member. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Tlie IhnhvaA Board endoised in 
their instructions the conclusions I’caehcd h\’ the Central Advisory Council. 


Instructions for Charoing Rent for use of Railway Refreshment 

Rooms and Stalls. 

60. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Railw^ay 
Member please state whether the Railway Board have issued instructions 
that rent should be charged for the use of refreshment rooms and stalls? 

(b) If so, what is the basis of these charges? 

(c) Is any differentiation made between Indian and European refresh¬ 
ment rooms? If so, why? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) The Railway Board have 
prescribed that reasonable charges must be levied for refreshment rooms 
and for licenses from vendors. 
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(b) The basis of rent for refresliinent rooms is that an economic rent 
be ehar^'ed in all cases except when after consultation with tlie Local 
Advisorv CV)inniittee the Arhninistration concetned decides that it is 
necessarv to chai’f^c' a lower rent or even no rent to avoid the necessity 
of \A ithdraw inyf an existin^^ faeilitv. 

(c) The instructions make no such differentiation. 

Dr, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: W'hat is the definition of reasonable 'ate? 
Does the definition of reasonable rate include a profit to the administra¬ 
tion ? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: “Keasonable" must depend on the 
cirenmstaiK'Cs of the time. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Does it include a profit to the admiinstratiou 
or not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I do not think it is possible to 
separate profit in a case like that. The idea is that they should be eivcMi 
on reasonable rat(?s. I do not see how if is possible to say that so miicli is 
profit and so much is not. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: W'i!! the Honourable Member "ive a straight 
reply to my straight (jiiesnon. Is if. the policy of the Government to 
derive benefit from the catennir on raihvay platforms and make it a source 
of income. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: d’he policy is to derive a reasonable 
income where it is possible. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: The l\ailwa\ Boards idea of reasonable is 
always expressed in lakhs and crores. 

Mr. President (The Ilononrahh* Sir Ahdnr Thihim): The Honourable 
Member is arguing. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: 'fhe Honourable Member said that 
ill consultation with advisorv conuuittees the Bailway Administration may 
charge refreshiueiit rooms either nominal rents or no rent at all. May I 
know' wdiethor these exemptions hav(‘. been generally exercised in favour of 
European refreshment rooms. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I do not think it is at all general. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: May 1 know why the Bailway 
Administration has not exercised these exemiitions in the case of Indian 
refreshment rooms? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I can think of one case where it has 
been. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: On the same station, while the Indian 
refreshment rooms are being charged for, English refreshment rooms are 
not being charged for. This is at one and the same railway station. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I said in reply to the previous 
question that there is a case. 
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Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: Will the Honourable Member ^hve 
the reason why the eeonotnic rent which is charged from the Indian 
refreshment rooms is not hein^ charj'od from English refreshment rooms. 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow; The ((uestion of economic rent differs 
in different cases. Jf yon cannot get a contractor to carry on an amenity 
at the same. rent, you have got to lower the rent or else close down the 
ameiiitv altogether. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: Is it because of the small number oi 
customers that come to English refreshment rooms, as compared to Indian 
refreshment rooms, that no rent is eliarged? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 think tliat is very probably the 
explanation. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: In view of tiie [act that people 
going to the European refre.shmont romyis are generally well to do, will 
Governnienl consider flic advisability of giving no (‘xemption in favour ot 
European refreshment rooms*/ 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I have no doubt Giat if the Honour¬ 
able Member unpusite or any other person would come forward and offer 
substantial econornie rent for carrying on that facility, the railways woul I 
be the hrst to welcome it. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar: You may aholisli these European 
refvoslunent rooms, iF tliov nro not, ninnm-; e<-onoinipiill> V 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 'J'hore is not mucli jioint m abol'sh- 

(hfiii, if lliov can continue without loss to the railways. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: In the case of Tndiaii reteyiment 
moms wi.ich arc running at a loss, will r.overnmcat consider the des.mbi- 
lity of not^ charging any rent from tliem? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: If the railway administration pund 
t! at Indian caterers were not willing to come forward p the rates hxei . 
\ have no douht they would lower the rents or abolish them. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: Have the (Government ever applied 
.a test of that kind in the case of English refreshment rooms? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The question is very general If 
the Honourable Member will put down a question regarding a specific case, 
I shall try to give him an answer. 


ITNSTAKKED QUESTIONS AND ANSWEBS. 

T? T?STARVATION FOR MuSLIMS IN THE VACANCIES 

wSrM.™ “r™, G.™ No.™ W».T»K 

Eailway. 

40 Mr T Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 

Kailwkys be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the General Manager, 
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North Western Eailway, has issued instructions to the Divisional Supenn- 
teiidents that 70-1 per cent, or two vacmuMes of Works Mistnes in their 
respective divisions, should be given to Muslims and the remaining 
percentage or one vacancy be treated as unreserved r 


(b) Is it a fact that it has further been ordered that this proportion be 
allotted for each year, and on the advent of the new year no balance of 
recruitment in the unreserved category be carried forward? 


(c) Is it a fact that the number of Works Mistries' vacancies in each 
division generally does not ex(‘eed two per year, win di is below 70-1 per 
cent., Milb the eonse(|uence that only Muslims are reeru'ied in lliese posts, 
while members of other communities get no chance of qppointment? 


(d) Is it a fact that some Divisional Superin Km dor its have protested 
against this prccediire as being unfair to the rrieinbers of other than 
Muslim community? If so, what action has been taken in the matler? 
If none, why not? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) The instructions .ne of llio 
cliaracter indicated by the Honourable Member but the pereeutagf? wliicli 
he quotes refers only to the Karachi Division. 

(b) \o. A running account is jnaintained and any genuine deficiency 
in the recruitment of labonreis and inferior ser\ices is c<ari’ied tVirward for 
adjustment in the next year. Tliis supidies equally to reservi'd and unrc'- 
seiwed vacancies. 

(c) No, 

(d) The answer to the first part is in the negative, the latter .part d(n s 
not arise. 


Exemption of the European and Anglo-Indian Guards on Lahore 

Division of North Western Railway from working certain Shunt¬ 
ing and Van Trains. 

40. Mr, Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Eailways be pleased to state whether it is a fact that European and Anglo- 
Indian guards are exempted on the Lahore division of the North Western 
Railway from working shunting and van trains between Lahore and 
Wazirabad? 

(b) Is the working of shunting and van goods trains a harder job than 
the working of through goods and other trains? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Divisional Superintendent, North Western 
Railway, Lahore, had received complaints from Indian guards, requesting 
that this racial discrimination be abandoned? If so, what action was 
taken in the matter? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) and (b). Yes. 

(c) ^ es: no action was taken, as there is no running room for European 
and Anglo-Indian guards at Wazirabad. 
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from the »StATE-MANAGED RAILWAY ADMINISTRATION > 

fob allowing Second Class Passes to Inspectors and Assistant 

iNaPBOTORS. 

41. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member Rail- 
svays bo pleased to state whether the Railway Board received a repre^^rtauon 
from the State-managed Railway administrations that Inspect ^r5 and 
Assistant Inspectors while travelling on duty be given second clr-ss * sses, 
irrespective of their pay? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, bow was tae same 
disposed of? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Certain rpcoinn er! bitic ns have 
been received from the Stati managed Railv...y8. 

(b) These recoimncndationH are still under consideration. 

Paucity of Sindiiis in the Subordinate Services on thu North Western 

Railway. 

42. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to state the number of employees recruited on the 
North Western Railway, in the following categories of staff from Ist April, 
1939 to 30th September, 1940: 

(i) Station Master’s group, 

(ii) Commercial group, 

(iii) Relief Clerks, 

(iv) Guards, grade II and III, 

(v) Ticket Collectors, 

(vi) Train Examiners, 

(vii) Works subordinates—Inspectors as well as Assistants, and 
(viii) Permanent Way staff Apprentice as well as Assistant Inspectors? 

(b) How many in each category were Sindhis? 

(c) If the number of Sindhi recruits was small or disproportionate to 
the total number of staff employed in Sind area, what steps does the 
Honourable Member propose to take to ensure adequate share of appoint¬ 
ments to Sindhis in the North Western Railway subordinate service? If 
none, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Olow: (a) A statement is laid on the table 
giving the required information. 

(b) Government have no information, recruitment is not made on a 
territorial basis. 

(c) It is not proposed to allocate shares in recruitment to provinces.. 
The acquisition of more appointments by candidates from any particular- 
area must depend on their personal claims. 

B 
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Statement showing the number of employees recruited on the North Western Rail¬ 
way in the various categories shown below during the period from 1st April, 
1939 to 30th September, 1940. 


No. 


Category of Staff. 


No. of employees 
recruited. 


Remarks. 


ii) 

(it) 

(lit) 


Station Masters Group 
Commercial Group 
Relief Clerks— 

Ticket Collectors 
Trains Clerks . 


(it)) 


Guards— 

Class I, grade I 


Class I, grade II 


(t^) 

{Vi) 

{vii) 


Ticket Collectors, Class I, grade II 
Train Examiners, Class I grade 2 . 
Works subordinates— 

Inspectors of Works 


Asstt. Inspectors of Works 


{viii) 


Apprentice Permanent Way Ins¬ 
pectors. 

Assistant Permanent Way Ins¬ 
pectors. 


.360 

172 


30 \ The term “ Relief 

16 j Clerks ” included 
Ticket Collectors 
and Trains Clerks. 
This term is not now 
in use. Recruit¬ 
ment is now made 
separately for Ticket 
Collectors and Trains 
Clerks. 


34 


8 


4 

4 


Grades TI and III for 
Guards are old 
grades. 

Recruitment is now 
made in the revised 
scales as shown. 

Temporary. 


6 (Three Apprentice 
Inspectors of Works 
recruited in 1938 
were, on completion 
of their apprentice¬ 
ship, appointed as 
Inspectors of Works 
in 1939 and two 
were appointed to 
the open line from 
construction work). 
Four Apprentice 
Inspectors of Works 
were recruited. 

Nil, but two Appren¬ 
tice Assistant Ins¬ 
pectors of Works 
were appointed. 

Nil .. . 


16. Apprentice Per¬ 
manent Way Ins¬ 
pectors were, on 
completion of their 
course, ap pointed 
as Assistant Perma¬ 
nent Way Inspec¬ 
tors. 



STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Information promised iyi reply to starred question No, 492, asked by Dr. Sir 
Ziauddin Ahmad nri behalf of Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Biracdia^ 
on the 21st March, 4940. 

Quarantine Station at Kamaran. 

(a) and (b). The Kamaran Quarantine Station was first established in 1882 by 
the Ottoman Government for the protection of the holy places of Islam against the 
introduction of cholera by pilgrims from India and the East. It was taken over by 
the British Government in 1915. 

(c) It is necessary to maintain the quarantine station at Kamaran under the pro¬ 
visions of the Anglo-Dutch Agreement and to levy a fee for this purpcie. 

(d) With the exception of the Government of the Yemen all the Governments 
■either maintain quarantine stations or require their pilgrims to utilise quarantine 
stations on payment of fees. 


Information promised in reply to. starred question No. 530, asked by 
Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya, on the 27th March, 1940. 

Authors of Dramas Broadcasted by the All-India Ivadio. 

(a) and (d). During the year 1939, All-India Radio broadcast 58 Hindi and 311 
Urdu plays. Rs. 510 were paid for the Hindi and Rs. 5,847 for the Urdu plays. 
If by Hindi authors and Urdu authors the Honourable Member means authors who 
write exclusively in one language or tho other, the information asked for is not avail¬ 
able. 

(b) Hindustani dramas are broadcast from the Delhi, Lahore, Lucknow and Bombay 
Stations of All-India Radio. Out of the four Programme Assistants in charge of 
Hindustani drama at these Stations, three are Muslims and one is a Hindu. Three 
of them can read and write Hindi with facility and two of them have written plays 
in Hindi. 

(c) Yea; eleven such plays were broadcast during 1939. All the actors taking 
part in these plays could render their parts in Hindi with, sufficient facility; many of 
them could also read and write Hindi. 


ELECTION OF A MEMBER TO THE COUNCIL OF THE INSTITUTE 
, OF SCIENCE, BANGALORE. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rabim); I have to inform 
the Assembly that Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad has been elected to represent 
the Assembly on the Council of the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. 


THE INDIAN FINANCE (No. 2) BILL—ronfd. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The House will 
now resume consideration of the following motion moved by the Honourable 
Sir Jeremy Raisman: 

“That the Bill to alter the maximum rates of postage under the Indian Post 
Office Act, 1898, to increase the rates of the taxes on income imposed by the Indian 
Finance Act, 1940, by a surcharge for the purposes of the Central Government, and 
to increase the rate of super-tax payable by companies, be taken into consideration.” 

B 1 

( 3«7 ) 
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Mr. Abdul Qaiyum (North-West Frontier Province: General): Mr. 
President, I wish to start with the question of bombing. In common with 
the other Honourable speakers from my Party who have preceded me, I 
look upon bombing of civilian populations, whether that population may 
be German population or British population or any other population, 
with the utmost horror. But I want to remind this House tliat not long 
ago I protested several times on the floor of this House against the ])rac- 
tice nr bombing which was being frequently resorted to by the British 
Government and the Indian Government as against the tribes inhabiting 
the North-West Frontier Province. I am glad that the Honourable Mr. 
Ogilvie is here, and to my repeated questions he used to inform the House, 
the rest of this country, and I believe the rest of the world, that it was 
more humane and that it was in the interests of the tribes themselves that 
they should be bombed because fewer people would be killed and more 
people would be saved. In fact he took great pains to assure this House 
that it was something like the humane killing of animals which had been 
recently introduced. It was a scientific invention. . . . 

(Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie rose in his scat.) 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: I am not giving w^ay. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): It is the etiquette 
to give way when personal explanations are sought to bo given. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: I shall never give way. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I cannot force 
the Honourable Member to give way. Mr. Ogilvie can give his explana¬ 
tion when the Honourable Member has flnished his speech. 

tMr. Abdul Qaiyum kept standing.) 

The Honourable Member ought to resume his seat when the President 
is speaking. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: I must apologise to the Chair. I am not giving 
way to any Member of this Government as the time at my disposal is very 
limited. 1 remember Mr. Ogilvie's words only too well, but the trouble 
that has now arisen is this. Britain still adheres to the principle laid 
down by the British Premier in the House of Commons when all the world 
was clamouring that the bombing of the civilian population should be 
stopped, it was the late lamented Mr. Chamberlain who stood up in the 
House of Commons and said that a certain exception should be made in 
the case of bombing which is resorted to for purely police purposes against 
the primitive tribes of the Frontier Province. Well, they are still adher¬ 
ing to those principles, but very unfortunately for them, that same prin¬ 
ciple has been adopted by Hitler’s air squadrons as against the great City 
of Ijondon, and now they realize that the boot is on the other leg and now 
they understand what the bombing of the civilian population means. But 
the British Government and the Indian Government as usual have learnt 
very little and haVe forgotten very little. I was travelling near Waziristan 
only last month and T was told by reliable persons that the British Gov¬ 
ernment still persisted in the bombing of those unfortunate people, and 
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that their air sciuadron liiwl only recently visited various parts of the area 
to bond) peop\e— o{ course, bent on this in’\ss\o\^ ol mercy as described by 
the Kowouruble Mr. Ogilvic. 

Mr. Manu Subedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau: Indian 
Conuneree): That may be training practice. 

Mi. Abdul Qaiyum: Of course, this is training practice as my Honour- 
able friend, Mr. Manu Subedar, states. 


Then, bir, we were told when Great Britain joined the war that they 
had been forced into tins war—"oh, Czecho-Slovalda has i.een over-run, 
ioland has been over-run, and Czecho-Siovakia and Poland were dear to 
the liearU of Great Bntain, and, therefore, they must joir^ this war; they 
had no alternative . lb seems that they were prepar'd in shed the blood 
of the youth of their country in order to save the libi rties of Czecho¬ 
slovakia and Poland. But I am amazed at this attitude of the British 
people and their Government! Why sh.oiild they have joined this war? 
They say they went to war in order to rc'store the equilibriinn which had 
been set up by that infamous Treaty of Versailles—which will go down in 
history as tlie greatest crime that has been committed against mankind; 
but may i ask from this Government and from the British Government 
under whom they function, “why go to war? You Inave got the four hundred 
million slaves in India under your own rule, and if your love for liberty is 
as genuine as you profess it to be, why not free these four hundred million 
Indians who are groaning under your yoke? This is a thing which you can 
<lo yourself without any war, without any bloodshed, witliout joining any 
conference of other nations But as T have stated time and again, this 
war is not being fought for the freedom of small nations but for other 
purposes wliieli are only too well-known to everybody in India. 


Now to come to their policy in this country. Becently, Sir, there have 
been negotiations between this Government and the Ijcader.s of tlie Congress 
Party and of the All-India Muslim League. People who had been follow¬ 
ing the course of those negotiations with great care have found out that 
the Ikitish policy aims at one thing and one thing only: it is to play off 
the Muslim against tlie Hindu and the Hindu against the Mcslim. Those 
negotiations have all proved uHcrly useless. The British Government has 
no use for Hindus or \ruslims as such hut they merely want to use them 
as pawns in their Imperial chess-board, in order to retain as much of their 
power as they can and to part with as little of their power as they can 
help. Nobody wlio negoti.ated with this Government has returned with 
anything in his hands; everyone has returned empty-handed. This is a 
lesson which should not be lost on the people of this country. But let 
me warn this Government that just as they found themselves utterly 
stranded and lielpless in the domain of international politics, similarly the 
time is not far off when they will find themselves friendless and utterly 
stranded in India. (Interruption.) The people standing by you will desert 
you^ (Interruption.) The people's eyes have been opened. Just as in 
Europe tiiis time you had to go to war alone, with all the blessings of 
America, of course, but with no active military help, similarly, in India 
you arc friendless and you will be utterly deserted. (Interrup¬ 

tion.) 

Sir, since the beginning of this w^ar, a vigorous propaganda has been 
launched by this Government and its satellites to create a sort of feeling 
amongst the Muslims in this country that the British Governments 
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existences was necessary in order to safeguard the liberties of the Islamic 
countries of Western Asia; that the British Government was the real 
friend of the Turks, the P]g\ ptians, the S^Tians, the people of Iraq, Iran 
and Palestine, and that once Great Britain goes under, all these States 
will lo.^e their liberty. Now, those wlio have been following the policy of 
successive British Governmemts as against Turkey during the last two or 
three centuries know, that the greatest enemy of the Islamic States is 
Great Britain, and that for generation after generation Great Britain has 
tried to stab Turkov in the back and to lop off as much of her territories 
as it was possible for them to do; in fact, the downfall, the dismemberment 
of the Great Turkish Bmpire for which Muslims cherished a religious 
regard is due to the work of successive British statesmen. Nobody can 
shut his eyes to the facts of history, but in this game the British Govern¬ 
ment went a little too far; they, in spite of their promise to the Muslims 
of India in the last War to enlist their support, started with the dis¬ 
memberment of the sacred land of Arabia into small, petty States which 
were parcelled out between Great Britain and France. But in this game, 
as I have stated, they went a little too far, viz., that they paved the way 
for the rise of the greater Italy in the Meditemincan, and that country 
is now proving a great menace to British Imperial interests there. We 
were told repeatedly that as soon as the first Italian soldier sets foot on 
the soil of Egypt, the Egyptian Government will declare war against 
Italy, but tlu*. Italians have advanced for about one hundred miles into- 
p]gyptian territory and in spite of the repeated visits of British statesman, 
in spite of the pressure and presence of Mr. Anthony Eden, the Egyptian 
Governmeiit lias refused to declare war against sucli an infamous country 
as the Eascist Italy of Signor Mussolini. Similarly, we were told—this 
was all of course propatranda broadcast by the All-India lladio—that as> 
soon as Greece was invaded, Turkey' would join headlong into this struggle, 

, but w'e have' seen that Greece has been invaded and Turkey is still 
ni'.utral; and now' another stunt has been started that if Bulgaria is in¬ 
vaded, Turkey will probably come in. But I hope and trust that Turkey 
will b'mefit from the last war and keep out of this dirty w^ar in which 
people are fighting people not for the sake of any principle but for mere 
laud-grabbing and other base motives w^hich are only too clear to every¬ 
body, and I hope they will keep out of the war and will not make the posi¬ 
tion of Mussalmans difficult. 

Sir, in this country there are people who are now^ engaged in propaganda 
that it is in the interest of Muslims that they should help the British 
Government. Now, those were the very people—I do not wish to name 
them—those wei’e the very people who supplied recruits to the British 
Government to bring about the dismemberment of Arabia and the down¬ 
fall of tlie Turkish Empire, those were the very people who supplied 
recruits to fight Afghanistan in 1919 when Amanullah struck out for ther 
independence of his country. Then they did not care for Islam, just 
because it suited their British masters. Those very people are now mak¬ 
ing out that in the interests of Muslims we should help the British Govern¬ 
ment. Sir, the Muslims know the British policy only too well. We know* 
what has happened in Palestine. In this twentieth century which is sup¬ 
posed to be a century of civilization—the British Government tried to- 
efface the Arab race out of its existence by bringing in Jews from all parts; 
of the world. I have got no hatred against Jews, I wish them well. But 
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why caiiDoi they be accornrnodated in some empty space such as are 
availub e m Soutl, America? Must they come there to squeeze out the 
Arabs fioin lalestine and to threaten their very existence? I think the 
British policy in Pahstine has been an eye-optmer for all thinking 
Mussalmans and nobody will be taken in by promises which are only kept 
in the breach rather than in the observance. The Indian Mnssalinans must 
remember that no country in this world contains as many Mussalmans as 
this country of ours, namely, India. I do not think that any (‘(aintry iu 
the world contains about ten crores of Mussalmans that we und in India 
and, if India is free, tlie greatest number of Mussalmans will derive benefit 
from the freedom of their country. It is our hounden duty to stand by 
our countrymen and fight with them shoulder to shoulder against this 
Imperialism which holds them and us under a cornu on subjection. Once 
we are free, then I think we can influence the policy *4 u free State in 
India. We can then be of real lielp to other Musliiii States who are 
threatened by any foreign aggression. But as long as we are slaves, no 
amount of prayers, no amount of protests, no amount of preunganda and 
no amount of request on our part arc going to help our Muslim brethren 
outside India. 


Now, I want to say something about the rep^’ession 'whicli is going on 
in this country. The llonouralfle the Finance M'. iiiber has declared to the 
world that 60,CX)0 stalwarts have left this country to defend the principles 
of liberty and the outer bastions of this country. Of course, we cannot 
be deceived. Wc know that these unfortunate people have been taken 
out of lhis*'country to help in an Imperialist war out of which India can 
derive no possible benefit. If we are to die for Britain, if wC are to shed 
our blood in the distant fields of the Middle East and the Far East, if we. 
are to make sacrifices for their cause, would it not be much better t(^ shed 
our blood for the freedom of our own country from the people who oppress 
us? Would it not be much more, nobler for us to undergo the flr.ry ordeal 
of sacrifice for the freedom of our own country? Why should we die for 
you in the distant fhdds of Middle East and the Far East? Wliat for? We 
know wliat happened at the end of last war. For a : imilar speech rmly ih'* 
other day an elected Member of the Frontier Assembly, Arbab Abdul 
Ghafur Khan, and an ex-Parliamentary Secretary was arrested. The 
Honourable Air. F. E. James remarked: “Oh, how can you make such a 
sf)ecch under Nazi domination?”. Let me tell the House and let me 
inform rny Honourable friend, Air. F. E. James, that Arbab Abdul Cxhafur 
Khan was arrested and marched off like a common felon in the streets of 
P('shawar. Is this the treatment that should be accorded to a patriot in 
his own country? Is this the way in which the representatives of people 
are to he treated? 1 think your Government is worse than any Nazi Gov¬ 
ernment or any Fascist Government can be. I think this Government 
should be ashamed of itself. 


Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney (Nominated Non-Official) : Wait till 
Hitler comes. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Hitler will knock your brains 1 Hitler, whom my 
Honourable friend, Sir Henry Gidney, seems to despise so much, and his 
people who have bombed innocent women and children in London, and 
Mussolini’s men, when they are brought out to India, are treated with 
greater respect than the representatives of Indians in their own country, 
do not think the Government which Sir Henry Gidney is prepared to 
support in season and out of season will handcuff a German prisoner o 
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war or a Fascist prisoner of war in the way in which they did a respectable 
patriot in the Frontier, a representative of the people. Something is terri¬ 
bly wrong with this system of Government. Mr. James tried to convince 
me that his system of Government was much better than any other system 
of Government that was likely to be set up in this country. We are sick 
and tired of all allien systems of Government and, if we can help it, we 
will not allow this system to he substituted by any other system. But I 
do want to know whether a Government which arrests a true patriot like 
Pandit Jawahar J.(al Nehru, a person who is respected all over India and 
who is loved by the millions in this counti*y, .and sends him to prison for 
four long years, has any moral right to exist? 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths (Assam : European): On a point of order, Sir. Is 
the Honourable Member entitled to criticise a sentence passed by a Judi¬ 
cial Court? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Bill before 
the House which the Honourable Member is now debating is a Finance 
Bill and it has always been the practice in this House, which I have got 
to follow and have been following, to allow discussion on various matters 
in which the Members of this House may feel that the public have a 
grievance. I cannot say that his reference in this connection to Pandit 
Jawahar Lai Nehru and the sentence that has been passed on him by the 
Provincial Government is out of order. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell (Home Member): On a point 
of explanation. I would like to point out that the sentence was passed by 
the Court and not by the Provincial Government and that it is open to 
•appeal in the ordinary course. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahirn): I accept the cor¬ 
rection. 1 meant that the sentence was passed by a Judicial Court. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: The Honourable Mr. Griffiths was a Magistrate 
at one time, and I feel for the wretched people wdio came under his sway. 
I am glad that his days as ;i Magistrate are over. 

Now, Sir, I was talking of the arrest of Pandit Jawahar Lai. I know 
it for a fact tliat he is held in the greatest esteem and regard by the 
Pathans of the North-West Frontier Province, because among the Indian 
leaders he pre-eminently stands out as a true patriot, who has understood 
the heart of the people of rny province, and the heart of the people of my 
province, goes out in sympathy to that brave man. The news of his arrest 
and liis brutal incarcjeration by a Magistrate, God knows where he hails 
from, has kindled a fire which, I think, it will be very difficult for this 
Government to suppress. 

Sir, the tale of the misdeeds of this Government is a long one, but I 
will just cite one more instance for the benefit of the Honourable the 
ioreigu Secretary before I sit down. A businessman of Peshawar, Syed 
Zaman Shah, who has trading connections with Afghanistan, was arrested 
on tlie 16th of July, 1040. His house was searched throughout the night. 
Nothing incriminating was found. At first, he was detained under rule 
129 of the Defence of India Rules for a period of two months. As was 
pointed out by my Honourable friend, Mr. Sri Prakasa, yesterday, the way 
in which this rule is interpreted by the police and the subordinate magis¬ 
tracy is this. The accused is not even brought before a Magistrate and he 
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is detained by the Provincial Government for two months. Syed Zaman 
Shah is still in detention and there is absolutely no proof against liim. He 
was merely susneeted, and inspite of repeated request.s on his part and on 
the part of his friends that he should be brought to trial before a court, of 
law, in spite of the fact that I received about two months ago a letter 
from the Chief Secretary to the Provincial Government that he would 
be soon brought before a court of law for trial, his trial has not begun so 
far. This unfortunate man and several others like him are being detained. 
He has a large family to support. 

As regards people who are utter strangers to this land and who are 
well to do, this callous Provincial Government of ours and the equally 
callous ^'entral Government are quite willing to make decent allowances 
for the upkeep of their families. In the case of Italian and German pri¬ 
soners of war, this Government have fixed allowance, but they have not 
thought it fit to fix an allowance for the family of Aga S^ed Zaman 
Shah, his sons are going without education, his family is in suspense and 
they have been altogether ignored. I want to show from tliis that the 
way in which this Defence of India Act and the infamous rules made 
thereunder are being administered in the country has really opened the 
eyes of all people, and a feeling of hatred has arisen against the Oovem- 
mont wliich thi?d<s tliat it is necessarv^ for its ('.xistence that such black 
laws and such infamous rules should be used to suppress the freedom of 
speech, the freedom of association and the freedom of movement of its own 
citizens. 

In conclusion, Sir, T want to say one thing. That far from supporting 
this Governm(‘nt by voting any of the supplies demanded from this side 
of the House I wish to state that we will not give a single pie to this 
Government. In fact we have decided to go out into this country to make 
a direct approach to the niassc's and tell them that this war is heitig fought 
not in the interests of India, nob for the defence of India hut for the 
defence of British imperialism, the infamous imperialism wliich we have 
learnt to hate after such a long period of closer association. It is o >* 
bouruhui dtity. as true patriots not to give a single ])ie, not to provide a 
single soldier to a Government which in spite of the wishe.'j of tlic people 
has decided to rule this country by means of ordinances and black laws 
which deny the jieople of this country their birthright of liaving a free 
national Government of their own. I assure this Government that it is not 
on the floor of this House only that those words have been uttered, the 
time is not very far off when we are going tn s])read over the length 
and breadth of the country, we will obstruct to the utmost of our capacitv 
your war efforts to extort money from this country, to exploit our man 
pow'er and to enslave our country. We will then see who wins in the 
long run. With these words, Sir, I oppose the Bill. 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie (Defence Secretary): Sir, on a point of personal 
explanation. I wish to say with regard to the speech of the Honourable 
Member who has just closed his oration that he has completely misrepre¬ 
sented the Government's position as any Honourable Member of the House 
will be able to ascertain if he looks u]i the records of the Assembly 
Debates in this House in the summer Session of 1937. The Honourable 
Member’s questions on this subject were, so far as I remember, asked 

answered in August, 1937, and the purport of the detailed replies was 
not to the effect that Goveipament considered bombing humane, but that 
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Government held that in the circumstances the warning of a village which 
had more than usually distinguished itself by kidnapj^ing, murder, plunder, 
and raiding that they would be bombed if they did not leave their village 
resulted, because of the fact that this warning was duly received and always 
obeyed, in the saving of life, both of our men and theirs, as otherwise 
punitive ex]ieditions would have to be undertaken tO' enforce compliance 
with our terms. 

Mr. F. J. Grifl&ths: Mr. 'J^resident, let me begin by confessing that 
notliing but the respect which L have for your high office and for the 
dignity of the parliamentary tradition, would have enabled me to listen 
with patience and restraint to the speeches of my Honourable friends, 
Mr. yatyamurti and Mr. Abdul Qaiyum. For throughout those speeches 
1 was conscious of the fact that at a time when many thousands of my 
countrymen and a considerable nuniber of Indians too, are facing the 
stern realities of death and destruction, at that time the Congress Party 
was living in a world of make-believe—a wholly imaginary universe 
in which they were gaily disportuig thnmscKa'.s, convinced that 

there existed no such things as foLahtariaii [)a\vers, tio greedv ami 

covetous f)eoplo and no predatory nations anxious for the first possible 
opportunity of sv’ooping down upon the weak and defenceless. And, 1 
was conscious too. as I listened to those speeches, of a very cuiious 
combination, a combination of on the one hand a complete lack of any 
sense of reality and on the other hand a cold-blooded spirit of bargaining, 
a determination to drive the hardest possible bargain with that country 
\\hif‘h is lighling not (uhy for ds f w’l life*, hut foi' flic hves ct those who 

seek to bargain with it. But whatever other deficiencies the Congress 

Party may suffer from, it has never been lacking in master tacticians 
and the master tacticians of the Congress Party have learnt from long 
experience that if a proposition on the face of it appears too sordid and 
too materialistic, it is to be wrapped up in line words. On the strength 
of that principle, it has long been their practice, when they intend to 
embark on some particularly materialistic or selfish policy to try to give 
that policy the cloak of idealism. So we have the Congress Party, in 
this House and out of it, trying to pretend that the attitude which they 
adopt is not the result of a spirit of bargaining, but proceeds from the 
dictates of some mysterious high principle. That claim, Sir, is a pre¬ 
tence and a hollow mockery which will deceive no one. Jt does not 
deceive us who have to listen to it, it does not deceive the people of 
this great country whose heart, whose instinct and whose judgment in 
those matters is sounder than that of the Congress Party. It will not 
deceive the future historian when he comes to write his Chapter on 
the political suicide of the Congress Party and I very much question 
whether it deceives any considerable proportion of the members of ihe 
Congress Party itself. Least of all does it deceive the practical-minded 
Mr. Satyamurti. But I will remind Honourable Members that for 15 
months, during a most critical period when deliberation and public 
counsel and widespread experience were more urgently needed than at 
any period of our history, that during this critical period, the great 
Congress Party has seen fit to absent itself from its post of duty in this 
House. T wonder what occurred to change that point of view. T wonder 
what has led them to abandon that great high principle which said that 
they must not be present in this House. (Interruptions.) 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member must be allowed to proceed with his speech without these 
interruptions. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: [ have not the least objection to those interrupt 
tions. I shall gladly answer them. I will repeat my question, I should 
like to know what change has justified this abandonment of the principle 
which was of such vital importance twelve months ago? 

An Honourable Member: To make you uncomfortable. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: 'riiat you will never be able to do. I will not be so 
uncharitable as to suggest that it is out of fear of extra taxation that the 
Congress Party have attended this Session. 1 suggest rather that some 
political wisdom has begun to dawn upon them, that they have begun 
to realise that if there is one thing which leads to the extinction of a 
great political party, it is any lengthy period of silence in the parlia¬ 
mentary Assemblies. 

Be that as it may. Far be it from me to hiteipret the tortuous 
motives which are responsible for the Congress policy. They have come 
here now, clamorous and clamant—they cry, '‘We are not ])repared to pay 
for this war, it is not onr war, let somebody else pay. We are prepared 
to sit bjK'k and lei Britain, Canada, Australia and anvbody else who likes 
to fight do so. This is not our war and we will not pay for it”. I want 
to suggest today, that of all the many injuries done to the name and 
reputation of India in the past by the Congress Party, there is none worse 
tlian this attempd to foist upon the people of India the pretence that this 
is not India’s war. So L take it that my mam duty in my speech to day 
is to try and satisfy you, or if f cannot satisfy you to try and satisfy 
those people whose minds an*, less made up than yours, that this is in 
fact India’s war. (Interruption from the Congress Benches.) The voice 
of India is to be heard from the lips of those 60,000 men who are fighti^or 
overseas and not from those gentlemen. 

It sometimes is not a bad thing in the sphere of politics to apply the 
same kind of test which one applies in ordinary practical life 
12 Noon, busine.ss. If a certain job has to be done and there 

begins to be a dispute as to whose job it is, there are several ways of 
settling that question. Of course, up will come the lawyers and they 
will devise many tests so that you can argue for years and years as to 
whose job it is. But the practical man will start off by asking one simple 
question, and that question will be, who stands to gain if this job is done 
well? Who stands to lose if it is done badly? I want every Honourable 
Member of this House to apply that test today to this issue of war and 
India’s part in the war. And I am going to assert that I do not believe 
there is a single Member of this House who can get up and say, seriously 
and sincerely, and not just as a debating point, that the issue of the 
present war is a matter of indifference to him, that he sincerely believes 
that victory for Germany or victory for Britain will make no difference 
to India’s position in the future. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Abdul Qaiyum, was anxious to give an 
impression of that kind, but in order to give that impression he had to 
go rather far a field, and so he told us very picturesque stories about 
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fiome of his Afridi friends; and he told us that some of them said that 
they did not really mind whether Germany won the war or not. 1 am not 
interested in the views of Mr. Abdul Qaiyuiri’s Afridi friends; T want to 
know Mr. Qaiyum’s own views, fs Mr. Abdul Qaiyurn prepared to say, 
on the floor of this House, that it is to him a matter of complete in¬ 
difference whether Germany wins or whether Britain wins? Is he pre¬ 
pared to assert that in his considered judgment the victory of Britain or 
the victory of Germany would make no difference to the future condition 
of India? 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyurn: Absolutely none. It is a matter of indifference to 
me as to who wins. As they say in Persian: 

“Ma ra che uz ein Qissa ke Gao dmud-o-Khur rvfty 

“Whether the cow comes or the donkey goes, it is a matter of complete indifference 
to me.” 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: I must congratulate my Honourable friend upon 
having given me yet another instance of the amazing disunion which 
prevails in the ranks over there. And I must remind my Honourable 
friend that in the extremely dangerous opinion to which he has just 
given utterance he finds himself completely at variance with Mr. Gandhi. 
May I remind him of that first pronouncement of Mr. Gandhi ni the 
beginning of the war, in which Mr. Gandhi said that independence for 
India would mean nothing if Britain and France were defeated in this 
struggle? 1 want to remind him that half of those apprehensions of 
Mr. Gandhi have already been fulfilled, that France has been defeated in 
this struggle and that if as a result of the attitude adopted by iny Honour¬ 
able friend and those with him, Britain were to follow suit Mr. Gandhi 
at least has no doubt in his own mind that the result would be a disaster 
for India. Has anything happened in the last J2 months to affect the 
statement made by Mr. Gandhi at that time? Have the totalitarian 
powers become less predatory? Is the danger from Germany or Italy 
less now than it was 12 rnontlis ago? If it was true 12 months ago that 
India dared not conleniplate the defeat of Britain and France, is it not 
doubly true now that India dare not contemplate the defeat of Britain? 
Let us get away from these debating pretences; let us get down to the 
bedrock fact that every FTononrable Member of this House knows in his 
t)wn heart that he would not sleeyi easily in his bed tonight, if he 
believed that a German victory lay ahead. After all what does this 
attitude of indifference mean? If yon say that it is a matter of indiffer¬ 
ence to yon as to who wins the war, you may mean one of two things. 
Honourable Members might mean that even after a German victory and 
an Italian victory there would be no danger whatsoever of India being 
attacked. They may believe it,—no one can compel the belief of any 
person, but I have yet to see any single vestige of fact which would 
justify any reasonable man in arriving at that conclusion. Can one really 
believe that those nations, who at the moment are displaying in the fullest 
possible way their greed and their desire for more territory, will stop 
short of the frontiers of India? Is there something sacrosanct about this 
country which makes the foreign invader cry halt before he crosses its 
frontiers? Is not the whole history of India in the p^st a Ipng record 
of foreign invaders tempted by the wealth of the country? 
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Several Honourable Members: “Which you have completely taken’\ 
“There is nothi)ig left”, etc. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: I do not mind if I am included myself in the cate¬ 
gory for the purpose's of this argument. Is it not a, liistorical fact that the 
wealth of India has been one of the greatest temptations in the world to 
any predatory foreign power which has happened to move towards its 
coniines? And is there any reasonable ground for supposing that Germany 
or Italy w’ould exercise some curious self-restraint once tiiev are nearer 
the borders of this great country? If then your indifference does not 
mean that you think it is impossible that India could ever bo attacked» 
what fan it mean ? If might of course mean that you were perfectly 
willing to come under the German or the Italian sway. 

An Honourable Member: No, not a bit of it. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: That is exactly my point. IF it were your view 
that you did not mind being ruled by Germany or Italy, there would be 
some sense m adopting this attitude of assumed indifference. Whatever 
Honourable Members may have to say on the floor of thi« Tlouse or in 
meetings outside this House they know perfecdlv well that the rule of 
(rermany or the rule of Italy would be harsher, more unroasonahle and 
less i!onsiderate than anything which they have experienced in the last 
150 years. of “No.“) 

Is there any Honourable Member of this House who believes that 
under German or Italian rule he would be allow^ed today to stand up in 
this Assembly and make a speech such as that made by Mr. Abdul 
Qaiyurri just now? But lot us get away fiom words; wo are lealing with 
stern realities. If you assert that it is a matter of indifference to you 
whether Germany wins this war or Britain wins this war, you are assert¬ 
ing your faith in the fact that you will be just as comfortable and have 
just- as much freedom as you have now\ You are asserting your faith 
in the fact that life would be no more uncomfortable and no less bear¬ 
able under the Nazi regime than it. is under the regime which exists 
today. I do not propose to labour that point because I know perfectl./ 
well that nothing but the exigencies of debate would force my Honourable 
friends to take up any such attitude. But there is one form in which 

this argument has been cast which is so subtle as to be dangerous and 

with which, therefore, I .shall try to deal briefly. It is an argument 
which was used in this House yesterday and it has been used in various 
parts of the couni ry a good deal lately,—the argument that the war is a 
long way off, that it is not very likely that the tide of war will reach 
these shores and that we really need not bother very much about it; 
that it would be good business for us to sit back and let the other 
nations light it out and then see what we can get in the scramble which 

we hope will take place at the end of the war. [ will try to analyse 

this argument and T want to suggest that it could be repudiated on either 
of two sets of considerations. 

Mr. M. A^af All (Delhi: General): Who is arguing that, may I know? 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: It was said yesterday by Maulana Zafrfr Ali Khan, 
besides tnany others in the country. 
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Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai (Bombay Northern Division: Non-Muhamma¬ 
dan Rural): You may imagine many things. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: If my Honourable friend proposes in due course 
to rise and deal with that argument and to demonstrate its hollowness, i 
shall accept his help with gratitude. It would not be difficult to dispose 
of the argument on purely materialistic grounds. It would not be diffi¬ 
cult Ix) suggest that when one talks about the war being a long way off, 
one has got to start first by analysing the meaning of one s words. You 
have to think not in terms of space but in terms of time. The question 
is not how many thousand miles from here the battle is taking place; 
the question that concerns us is, if that battle is lost how long is it going 
to take for the theatre of war to be transferred to this country. And, 
surely, if there is one lesson which emerges clearly from the history of 
the last 12 months it is of the e.ma/ingly rapid tempo of modern war. 
The war which, six months ago, was six thousand miles or five thousand 
miles away from us has now come to within two thousand miles, and 
if you will cast your minds back to the events of April, May and June 
of this year, you will not fail to remember the remarkable ra])idity witli 
which a successful army was able to over-run hundreds and hundreds of 
miles of not properly defended territory. When yon talk about distances, 
when you say tliat we are a long way away from tlie war—two thousand 
miles away—what does it mean. It is very difficult to get a clear con¬ 
ception in one’s own mind as to what distance really means in relation to 
war. We want a scale by which t<^ measure—I would like to suggest in 
the first place a scale of measurement—I would like to remind you that 
the length of territory over which Germany exercises virtual control in 
Europe today, from the North-West to the South-East, is about thirteen 
hundred miles. Of that 1,300 miles, only three hundred miles belong 
to Germany itself, and the control now exercised over another one 
thousand miles has been achieved in the course of a comparatively few 
months, and T would like to go on to suggest, that measured by that 
scale, there is not very much comfort to bo got from the thou"ht that 
the war is at present two thousand miles away. Do not take comfort 
from the idea of distance 

But then there is another aspect of the same question. While the 
tempo of modern war has increased, the length of time required for 
preparation for war has increased beyond measure. In the old days, even 
in the last war, it was a comparatively simple and quick business to turn 
out a large army. You needed a certain number of men, you needed a 
certain number of uniforms and you needed some rifles and a certain 
amount of artillery and you did not need very much else. I can say 
from my own experience that in the battalion in which I served in the 
last war we were turning out trained soldiers in ten weeks. Those days 
have gone. The modern soldier is an amateur technician in every one 
of half a dozen different branches of mechanics: he has got to be a gas 
expert, he has got to be a bomb expert and he has to learn a dozen 
things which were not thought of before the beginning of the present 
war; and the result of all that is, that it takes a very long time to train 
a modern soldier. Moreover, however long it takes to train a modern 
soldier, it takes very much longer to equip him. The preparation .... 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali; Was not all these foreseen five years ago when we 
were telling you all about it? 
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Mr. P. J. Griffiths: I am uot concerned to discuss the failures of policy 
of Government or of politicians or whether these things could have been 
foreseen. 1 am discussing the plain facts of the present, and 1 want 
to remind my Honourable friend ol the language used, 1 think, by Mr. 
Churchill, that if we go on thinking too much about the past, ^ve shall 
lose the present and the future. To continue: I was saying that how¬ 
ever long it may take to train a modern soldier it takes a very much 
longer time to equip him, and so in one way and another the preparation 
of a large modern mechanised army—the only kind of army which is of 
any use in these days—is a very lengthy business. It is no use waiting 
until the danger is imminent. My Honourable friend, Maulana Zafar 
Ali Khan, said yesterday, that as long as Turkey stands, we are all right, 
and there is no need for India to spend a pie on defence measures as long 
as Turkey stands. Does my Honourable friend seriously hiyieve tliat after 
the fall of Turkey there would still he time for India to prepare? Dr, ^ 
again, another Honourable Member, sjieakinL; yesterdav. said: “Let India 
first be free: when India has attained freedom, we v\i1l then start to pre¬ 
pare for war.” . . . . 

Mr. M, A. Jinnah (Bombay (hty: Miihammedan Urban): I do not think 
the Honourable Member is quite correct. I do not tliink the Maulana 
said so. What Maulana Zafar Ali Khan said was that we should be 
prepared to help the Moslem countries who form a sort of bulwark, and 
Turkey is the first, and, therefore, we should prepare ourselves to raise 
a large army in order to send them to the Moslem countries if necessary. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: Mr. Jinnah is naturally in a better position than 
I can be to interpret the workings of the minds of his followers .... 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: He said so. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: 1 assure the Honourable Member that T took down 
the words myself. 

Mbr. M, A. Jinnah: I would like you to see the official report. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: I am quite prepared to see it: but I can assurti 
Mr. Jinnah that I took down the actual words of Maulana Zafar Ali Khan 
at the time: his words are “We are not prepared to spend a single pie 
on the defence of India until Turkey is gone". 

Mr. M. A. -Jinnah: No; he never said that. 

Mr. P, J. Griffiths: If Mr. Jinnah on behalf of his Party repudiates 

that statement, I shall not press it. 

Mr, M. A. Jinnah: I am not repudiating any statement. The Honour¬ 
able Member is misrepresenting the speech of Maulana Zafar Ali Khan— 
he is not herfe—and if he will read the official report—let it he produced 
now—he will find that what I am saying is correct absolutely. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: I am not particularly concerned to bandy words, 

as to who said what. But I can assure my Honourable friend, Mr. 

Jinnah, that in Mr. Boyle’s presence yesterday I wrote down these'words 
as they were said. I do not want to bandy words. 
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Mr. M. A. Jinnah: I am not c])allenf^iiiK or doubting the bona fidea 
of tlie Honourable Member: it is possible that he took down what he 
says he did take down; but if you will kindly read ihe whole of the 
speech, what 1 am saying is correct. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: What Mr. Jinnah says is undoubtedly the correct 
report of what should have been said. However I do not wish to waste 
the time of the House further, arguing as to whether a certain incorrect 
meaningless statement was or was not made. I will take the plain fact 
that the tempo of modern war is quick, that the time required for the 
preparation of modern armios is long, that it is no use waiting till danger 
is upon you, because it is extremely unlikely that when that danger comes 
you will be abie to do anything about it at all. It is no use saying 
"‘when we are free we will start to prepare”. Do Honourable Members 
suppose that when India attains what they call her freedom, the totalita¬ 
rian powers will then kindly suspend operations to give India time to 
prepare? Or that they will have the sporting spirit to say: “These poor 
chaps have not had really a chance: they have just attained their freedom 
and we must allow them a reasonable time in which to get ready”. I do 
beg of Honourable Members to get rid of this idea that there will be 
some opportunity at some time in the remote future to prepare for what 
you hope will not happen. It is far better for us to assume that the 
worst might happen and it is far better for us to get ready for that 
worst now, while there is still time. And so I say that on the purely 
materialistic considerations of self-preservation India cannot afford to 
disclaim her responsibility for this war. It would not be difficult to argue 
the case, not from material considerations but from spiritual considera- 


An Honourable Member: The European Association is becoming spiri¬ 
tual now! 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: The Europeans have always played their part in 
the spiritual life of this country, and it would not be difficult to argue 
from spiritual considerations . . . (Interruptions.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member should not be interrupted. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: . . . that the whole outlook of the Indian people, 
the whole philosophy of India, whether you speak of Hindus or Muslims 
or C‘hristians or Parsis, is essentially reyiu^nant to the philosophv which 
stands at the root of the Nazi campaign in Europe today; that you have 
built up in this country a tradition, a philosophy, a way of life and a way 
of thought and that those who are in charge of Germany and Italy today 
are sworn to destroy everything upon which that wav of life and that wav 
of thought rests. If anv Honourable Member wants to be convinced of 
that, I would suggest, particularlv if he is a Hindu, that he should perform 
an experiment which I myself performed reosntly—I read or rather re¬ 
read—for T have read that liook of beautv and inspiration many times 
before—f re-read that great book, the Bhagavat Gitfei (interruption)—let 
Honourable INfembers listen—and I turned from that book to the sordid 
pages of Mein Kampf. Never in mv life have I been so conscious of a 
complete contrast between two different national philosophies. In the 
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one, I find the worship of the spirit, the belief that there are things in 
the world that matter more than purely material objects. In the other, 
I find the worship of force, I find praise given to everything material, 
and I find the apotheosis of the doctrine that unto the weak ones of the 
earth nothing shall be given. A more striking antithesis you cannot find. 
I do suggest, in all seriousness, that the whole soul of India is full of 
abhorrence for everything for which the Nazi and the Fascist regime 
stands. But abhorrence is not by itself of any practical use in this cold, 
hard world. You have here two conflicting philo 80 ])hie 8 ,—one is tolerant 
and the other is aggressive. If both philosophies were tolerant .... 

Mr, M^u Subedar: Have you read only the First Chapter? 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: I am not so dull of soul that I could stop at the 
first Chapter of so great a book. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisioiis: Non-lMuhammadan 
Hural): How many Chapters are there in the IBiagvai Gita? 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: I can reh*r him to one of his friends to tell him 
that. At any rate, there are many more words of wisdom in that book 
than any of us here could understand in a lifetime. But 1 want to 
emphasize the essential opposition between tlie outlook of India and the 
outlook of the Nazis and the Italians. It is no use just saying you abhor 
these things, because in this cold, hard world, abhorrence or sympathy 
are both worth exactly the same. They are worth nothing unless they are 
translated into some form of action, and if the attitude of the Congress 
Party really comes to this, that we do abhor the things of Hitler and 
Mussolini, that our full sympatiiy is with Britain in her attempt to win 
this war, but that in spite of this abhorrence and sympathy we are not 
prepared to do anything about it, we are not prepared to undergo any 
suffering, we are not prepared to give up any of our hard earned cash,—if 
that is their attitude,—then 1 say with confidence, it is an attitude of 
which my friends will be deeply ashamed in the years to come. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: Posterity will tell you. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: If this is so, if material considerations and spiritual 
considerations alike suggest that this is India s war, and that India must 
play its part in this war for the sake of its own safety, for the sake of its 
own soul—if that is indeed the fact, are not all the other questions which 
have been introduced either irrelevant or at any rate less urgent uhan the 
main issue of winning the war? 

Then, Sir, my friends liave made much of the fact tliat they were not 
consulted with regard to the declaration of the war, but it will not be 
tJifiScult to show them that there are very few countries in the world in 
which the ordinary man hag any practical say in the determining the 

issues . 4 . 

AH HonouraUe Member; What do you mean by ordinary man? 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: I mean a man like me. There are very few countries 
in which the ordinary man has any practical chance of determining the 
issues of war and peace. Very well, my friends, may say—it is quite true 



382 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[12th Nov. 1940 


[Mr. P. J. Griffiths.] 

that the ordinary man cannot do much about it, but at any rate the 
Parliaments, the Assemblies and similar bodies can deal with that matter. 
I am afraid the memory of my friends is very short. They seem to 
forget that when war broke out last year, the Congress Party was deli¬ 
berately abstaining from attendance at the Assembly. Do my friends 
think that the Assembly as it stood at the beginning of last September was 
representative of the country? Tf it was not representative of the 
country, then what was the use of consulting it? Of course, my friends 
might suggest that it was up to the Defence Department to wire to the 
Home Government and say—“We cannot send out troops; we must give 
time for Mr. Satyamurti to come dow’u from Madras or for my friend, 
Mr. Abdul Qaiyum, to come down from the North-West Frontier Province 
and give them time first to call a meeting of the Congress Working 
Committee and then to seek instructions of tliat body whether to attend 
the Assembly or not, and then after they have sought the permission of 
that body, we shall be prepared to tell you whether India proposes to 
assist in this war or not. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (B’erar; Non-MuhammadanV. Is the Honourable 
Member sure that the Government of India were at all consulted in this 
matter before taking all these steps? 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: I know no more than my friend, Mr. Aney, does. 
I have no access to the secret archives of the Home Government or of the 
Government of India. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): Then, 
why talk about it? 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: If the Government of India had been consulted, the 
only reasonable answer that could have been given would have been that 
in view of the attitude of the Congress Party—their refusal to attend the 
Assembly because troops had been sent to the outposts of India.—in 
view of that attitude, the Government of India would have had to say to 
the Home Government that it would he a meaningless mockery to summon 
the Assembly and to pretend to think that thereby you could get the 
views of India with regard to the prosecution of the war. 

Then, Sir, I come to the next question. It was said—we are not 
prepared to do anything about this war, because we have not got freedom 
nor a right constitution,—Britain ought to have done something better for 
us. Suppose for the sake of argument this is true,—I do not admit it.— 
but suppose for the sake of argument that Britain should have done 
something which she has not done. Does that alter the fact that the 
winning of this war is of vital interest to you? Will the fact that Britain 
did not do what she ought to have done avail you, if you have to face an 
attack from the totalitarian States? Do you imagine that if Germanv 
wins the war, she will have some kind of special sympathy with you 
merely because Britain had not done what she ought to have done? 
Surely, Sir, to argue that because Britain did not do what she ought to 
have done, we will not do what in our own interests we ought to do, is 
the essence of contradiction of logic. After all—and I must apologise for 
employing a metaphor which I have often used before and which perhaps 




THE INDIAN FINANCE (NO. 2) BILL 


383 


I shall use again,—if your house is being attacked by dacoits do you say— 
“I won’t help the police to repel the dacoits until we have reformed the 
criminal law, until we have passed one of my friends, Mr. Lalchand 
Navalrai’s Jiills to that effect?” Will you not first help the police to 
repel the attack of the dacoits? There is only reason which would.—1 
will not say justify,—but which would make it intelligent for the house¬ 
holder to refuse to help the police pending the reform of the criminal law, 
and that would be if he were convinced that tlie police by themselves 
were quite strong enough to repel the dacoits without any assistance from 
him. That, of course, is the crux of the matter today. The Congress 
Party takes up its present attitude because it believes, rightly or wrongly, 
that Britain is capable of winning this war whether Congn ss helps or does 
not help,—Is that a sporting attitude to take up? What would my 
friends have to say if any other Party in this country adopted an attitude 
like that? T venture to suggest that they would Ihcn y)er(*eive the nature 
of the action in its true ignobility. T repeat, because it. is of fundamental 
importance,—th^ question yon have to ask yourself is, docs it matter if 
Britain wins the war or not? Some Honourable IMernbers say that they 
want Dominion Status, others want independtmec,—and 1 put a question 
to those Honourable Members,—do they imagine that for some occult 
reason either Dominion Status or independence would he attained much 
more quickly under German or Italian douiinaiion? After all, whatever 
my friends may have to sjiy for purposes of debate, they know perfectly 
well that, as far as Britain is concerned, not only has the goal been 
declared, but considerable ynogress towards that goal has been made, '^ou 
may say that tlie progress has not been enough; you may say that it 
should have gone further; but you cannot deny the. fact that considerable 
progress has been made. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Supply Department particularly I 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths; I take it, it is at least a sign of progress that mv 
friend, Mr. Satyamurti, is able to criticise the Supply Department. I arn 
not trying to argue whether the present constitution is right or it is wrong 
I am maintaining one simple fact that under the regime which at present 
exists some progress has been made towards the achievement of what 
Britain lias declared to be the goal for India. 

An Honourable Member: No. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: Does the Honourable Member who says “No’’ think 
that he will achieve that goal under German rule? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Who wants German rule? Nobody wants it. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: My friend, Mr. Satyamurti, tells us that he does 
not want German rule. In. that phrase you have in a nutshell the whole 
mentality of the Congress Party. The fact that Mr. Satyamurti does not. 
want to be ruled by Germany and the fact that Maulana Zafar Ali Khan 
shares that view is not likely .... 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan (East Central Punjab: Muhammadan): We 
do not want German rule; we prefer British rule if it is just. 

Another Honourable Member: We do not want your rule either. 
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Mr. P. J. Oiiffltbs: The fact that both these ^<entlenien share that view 
will not seriously deter the totalitarian powers from taking whatever view 
they like despite the vociferously expressed wishes of iny friends, Mr. 
Satyamurti and Maulana /afar Ah Khan. 


Mr. S. Saty&murti If we can drive you out, we can drive them out 
also. 


Mr, President (The .tronourahle Sir Ahdur Kahirn): The Honourable 
Member (Mr. Satyamurti) has made his own .speech and he should allow 
the Honourable Member to go on with his speech. 

Mr. P, J. Griffiths: Ms Honourable friend }ia.s yet to learn the difference 
between practice and tlicory in many things. H is one tiling to talk 
easily and bravely about driving out the (Jermans when they came, but the 
experience of the last twelve mo.iths is that every nation which has 
adopted the attitude of the ('ongress Party Uiday, ever\y nation which has 
said. “This is no war of ours, it is a long way off, it does not ('One.ern us. 
let Britain, Germany and Italy fight it out'*—every nation which has 
adopted that attitude has suffered ruin in consequence. We do not want 
this country to suffer ruin. This country may suff(!r ruin, if it is not 
careful, because of the existence, of divided counsels in it. Let the lej^sons 
of the last year be a warning to this country. 

Let me finish In warning \oii against being led astray by the tyranny 
of speccfi. Indian politicians as a class have an arna/.ing gift for speech 
and we Europeans, who from time to time have to become amateur 
politicians, often wisli wc had their ea.se of expression. But there is a 
danger, their very fluency, their ease of expression leads them too often 
to set up shibboleths. 'J’hev are const anti v complaining of being slaves. 
As mv Honourable friend, Mr. James, said last >ear, they are slaves to 
the tyranny of their own words. One of those shibboleths which has 
exercised the worst dominion over them for some years is the shibboleth 
of Imperialism, and they have come to use the term Imperialism as if it 
were synonymous with something bad. (Laughter.) My Honourable 
friend may langh, hut for rnv own part I am proud to he an Imperialist. 

I am proud to he a small part of that great avstem which has enabled 
more hundreds and millions of people to live together in peace and anaity 
than any other political system yet devised. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: Ho says Hitler today about the rest of Europe. 

Mr. P. J. OrifflthB: I have yet to learn that Hitler talks of peace and 
amity . . (interruption by Mr. M. Asaf Ali.) If nay Honourable friend is 
going to interrupt me so often, it might be worth his while making a 
speech. 

Mr. M. Asai Ali: If you want one, you will get it. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur Bahim): The Honourable 
Member ought not to interrupt like that. 


Mr. P. J. Griffiths: I repeat.*! for one am proud to be a humble 
member of that imperialist system whiclx has provided the most practical 
approach to the League of Nations which the world has ever yet Iseen. 
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I am proud to be a member of that imperial system which alone ift respon¬ 
sible for the fact that we, in this country, are sitting here in peace and 
tranquillity, carrying on our discussions in freedom from the fear of bomb 
and the machine gun. I want to remind my Honourable Members that 
they are very fond of talki/ig about equal partnership in the fiimpire. 
They are very fond of saying. 

An Honourable Member: Xot in the Empire. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: [ am not thinking of the more extreme of rny 
Honourable friends. Some of my Honourable frienrls are \ery fond of 
saying that under certain eircum-tances they iniglit be eont<‘nt to come 
inlf> the Empire, but tlnit tiu -, want cijual pa»fnei*ship and that their 
position today is that thev are not willin'^ to put up with intajuality in 
tfu' hbnpiie. At pr(‘sent tlien' is mecpiabty In the r’mpire, and the 
incqiialitv is in favour of fnrlia. It is ine.(|uality of sidTering. In rny 
eonntrv there is sutTerbig, there is no peace, then* is no tranquillity. Tn 
this country, tlianks to that Inip(*nal Navv, try/anls whicli vou iiavc so 
often grudged eontrihutions,—thank.s to that Imperial Nav\, in this 
country there is peace .... 

Mr. M- Asal Ali: Peace of the grave. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: If my Honourable friend had perhaps more experi- 
eiK'C of the falling of bombs and the rattle of macdiine. guns . . . 

Mr. M. Asal Ali: That is better than this kind of no existence of 

freedom, ahsenee of freedom, 

Mr. President (Tlu^ Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): Order, order. 

Mr. P, J. Griffiths: My llonoimible friend deludes himself that people 
living in fear of bombs and of rattle of machine guns are free people. 
Docs my Honourable friend delude himself that if he were living in Britain 
today he would be allowed to n\ako arw of the speeches which my Honour- 
at)lc friends liave made in this House yesterday? Mv Honourable friend 
does not yet realise. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksana (Lucknow Dixdsions: Non-Muhammadan 
Dural): VV"e would have turned out Governments. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: My Honourable friend does not realise that freedom 
is a p<^ssession vvliich is only possible under certain circumstances, and 
that the fundamental condition, the pre-requisite condition to existence of 
freedom is tlie existence of safetv. Where there is no safety, there is no 
freedom. I want finally to enipfiasise tliig contrast between conditions in 
India today and condit'ons in England. In England hundreds and thou¬ 
sands of people are living lives of fear and because it is often said that the 
British people are a brave people, do not iifiagine that bmve people do not 
feel fear. Hundreds and thousands of people are livihg lives warped by 
fettt* of bohibs and mac^hine guns. The lives of out children are belnjj 
poisoned by that very same fear, and our wotnetifolk at^ living for a 
considerable portion of the day and night underground, llioke are tbU 
conditions that prevail in England. Whut are the Gonditiorts that prevail 
in this bbUnti^y? Doefe Uny one go In fear of th0 maebinii gun or thU 
botnb ? 
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Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena: The tribes of the Frontier Province. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: Ts that iminimitv from danger the result of any 
superior inherent virtue in India herself? Is it the result of soul force? 
Or is it not the result of the fact that, in spite of everything that has 
happened^ the British Navy is still the mistress of the seas—the Imperial 
Navy, (he main pivot of that Imperial system which my Honourable 
friends of this House profess to detest. It is that very Navy which makes 
it possible for us to be living here in safety. And for the maintenance of 
that system, for the maintenance of our safety, Britain is paying some 
Ks. 14 crores a day. When Britain is paying Rs. 14 crores a day for a 
safety, of which you at least share a part, is it unreasonable to suggest 
that India should be prepared to pay not six crores of rupees a day but six 
crores a year? 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Six crores in four months. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: IMy Honourable Cricnd is under a misapprehension, 
it is six crores in a full year. 1 sliall make no further appeal to the 
Members of the Congress Party, but my last sentence will be to address an 
appeal through this House to those in the country who arc following this 
debate today. 1 shall appeal to them, at a time like this, when civilisa¬ 
tion is falling around us, when no man can say what will be the outcome 
of this war,—that at such a lime they should not bo niggardly, they 
should not be grudging, they should not be finnicky about fine points, but 
they slioiild show a gladness and readiness to take tlieir part in bearing 
the burden of civilisation. Sir, I support the Bill. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Rural): 
There is a lot of difference in the ))oiicy and in the views of the Muslim 
League and the Congress Party in this House. We may be seeing eye to 
eye on certain points, but on many points we are vitally different. The 
Congress Party has come to this House with the avowed obiect of opposing 
the Bill. That position has not been taken by the Muslim League. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Hear, hear. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: Wait. Don’t say “Hear, hear.” We do 
not want to embarrass the Government in the prosecution of the war. That 
is not the policy of the Muslim League, but it is to help wherever reason¬ 
ably we can do,—to help the Government in the prosecution of the war. 
The Muslim League has declared this by their Resolutions passed on 
different occasions and the whole House and the country is m possession 
of the views as expressed by the Muslim League and the Muslim League 
Party in this House is bound to carry out that policy which has been laid 
down by the All-India Muslim League. 

Now, Sir, I find one thing which is not quite new. When the Congress 
Party criticise the Government they expect others to listen to them care¬ 
fully and quietly but they are not doing the same thing when they hear 
criticism of their own action. Members may have different views. After 
all it is an expression of views. You have put forward one view before the 
House and if you want to convince the other side you must in your turn 
be ready to be convinced by the opposite side. If you do not want to be 
convinced, you can at least show this much respect that you will not 
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interrupt. You should not go on interrupting simply for the sake of 
interruption. Patience ought to be shown. 

Sir, we have a lot of grievances against the Government and they 
cannot be minimised. We feel that the Government has not treated the 
Muslim League Party and the Muslim League and the Mussalmans of 
India in the manner in which they ought to be treated or, in the manner 
in which they expected to be treated. I do not want to develop this point 
or go into details because we will have some future occasions when we can 
give expression to our grievances in detail. I will first state what our 
grievances are as the Muslim League Party in the Central Legislature. 
We know that in the absence of the Congress Party, the Muslim League 
Party was in the Opposition, being the next biggest Party in the Legis¬ 
lature. This has been the Parliamentary practice that except in excep¬ 
tional cases the Government always tries to carry the opposition with them. 
The Muslim League Party has got the grievance that it was not treated 
with the respect with which it should have been treated as an opposition. 
They were shown the greatest contempt simply because they did not happen 
to possess the number of votes which would keep the Government in their 
proper place and contempt or scant regard in this country is the last thing 
that pays. Many things can be achieved by showing a proper regard and a 
friendly manner. By making friends many things can be achieved, 
instead of showing your strength. If anybody thinks that he has got the 
majority and treats the minority with contempt, he must remember what 
will be the attitude of the majority, when the majority is turned into a 
minority. 

The Congress Party has blamed the Government for not having the 
vision and for not having statesmen of the first class type. My friend, 
Mr. Satyamurti, laid great emphasis on this point when he said that Eng¬ 
land did not possess at this time a man with long vision and statesmanship 
who could have handled the situation properly and w'on over his Party to 
their side. That may be his view but I say, do not blame others when 
you lack in that respect yourself. Did you produce any men with long 
vision. Did you produce any statesman who could have produced circum¬ 
stances in such a way that you would have made them uneasy in their 
chairs. You have come merely to make speeches for one day or for one 
occasion and throw out one Bill. That will not affect the Government. 
Your speeches will not go out of this room. They cannot be reported. 
The public cannot know what your speeches have been, excepting those 
who have been in the Visitors’ Galleries. So, this does not serve you any 
purpose. Your object is to give vent to your feelings which has been sub¬ 
siding for the last two years and you are inclined to show' your anger and 
rage inspite af your non-violence. That does not help the country at all. 
Here the Govertiment have been creating circumstances in the country in 
such a way that they can get proper help for the prosecution of the war. 
Why should we blame them. Why should not we improve ourselves. We 
have to improve ourselves. Last time, was not an offer made that we 
should have coalition ministries in the provinces, so that everybody may 
be satisfied and feel that it is a national government? Complaints have 
been made by my friend, Mr. Satyamurti, against the British Government. 
Your offer made* by Mr. Bajagopalachari has not been accepted by the 
British Government. That offer was made to the correspondent of the 
Daily Herald and was probably meant for the Secretary of State. It was 
not taken up. 
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An Honourable Member: It was meant for Mr. Attlee. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: That may be. Has any serious attempt 
been made by the Congress which happens to be the biggest party in the 
country to bring about a national Government? An offer was made for a 
coalition ministry, as disclosed by the statement issued by Mr. Jinnah and 
this offer was renewed in February last but they did not accept this offer. 
Well, now to come forward and say that the British Government did not 
do this and did not do that and created the circumstances under which we 
find our country in the present state,—to throw the blame on others, I 
do not think that it is right. I, first of all, want to know' the defect in me 
and to remove the defect which is in me and then 1 can come and blame 
my doctor and say, “you did not properly diagnose it“, but first of all let 
me try to cure myself. What is the use now of saying .that the 
Defence of India Rules are working so hard? Of course, I have great 
sympathy for my friend, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and my friend, 
Mr. Paliwal, who comes from the same constituency as myself and 
who is my next door neighbour and my friend, Nawab Siddique Ali Khan, 
who is suffering, but whose fault is'^it that the Defence of India Act was 
passed in its present shape? Why did not the Congress Party come and 
give their help in not allowing the Defence of India Act to be passed as it 
has been passed? I know my friend, Mr. Satyamurti, through the columns 
of the Press has been pressing that the Congress Party should cOme in and 
must attend the meetings of the Legislature and I know that many friends 
of mine who are present here have been desiring that they should not shut 
their eyes to the responsibilities which they have taken upon themselves as 
the representatives of their constituencies, but their High Command did 
not think it proper to allow them to discharge their duties for Which indeed 
that High Command had sent them out to the voters and got their votes 
and they now let them be downed. The voters for w'hom you came as tha 
representatives in this Legislature, they, of course, cast a duty on the 
Members that they should be represented properly and that their rights 
should be safeguarded properly but that cannot be done by sitting inside 
your own bouse and not attending the Legislature. Naturally, the Govern¬ 
ment wanted all the powers they could get; naturally, they want to keep 
everybody gagged and to carry out the policy which they want, but if you 
did not want that the Government should have this power, it was for you 
to come up and attend the Legislature, It Was a Bill before this House 
and this could be improved or altered, and Government could not be so un¬ 
reasonable as to fight them and they could not certify the provisions of a 
Bill like that, which should have been passed with the common consent of 
all the Parties. The few people that were here put up the best fight they 
could and they did improve the Bill to the greatest possible extent but all 
that was ignored and we now see the present position m the country. What 
is the good of saying that Pandit Jawaharlal NehrU was sent up? Of 
course this House had to pass the Bill and it was for the GoVet*nment to 
make the rules. Now it is for the magistrates who are responsible for 
discharging their duties to administer tpe law. Now, may I ask—could the 
Magistrate of Gorakhpur pass this sentence on Jawaha,Hal Nehru if the 
Congress had agreed to have a coalition ministry iti.the United Provinces? 
If that ministry had been Working and carrying 6n the work, would the 
District Magistrate of Gorakhpur have taken up the attittide which he did 
when he passed that order, or the Magistrate of Purukkabad would have 
passed that order in the case of Mr. Paliwal which he did/ ' Certaifily nbt. 
The whole responsibility lies for the situation that has been created Only 
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on the Government but on the biggest party which could carry on the 
government. You neither carry on your own duties nor do you let others 
carry on their duties. If my friends had resigned their seats and said, “we 
non-co-operate, let somebody else be elected to our seats,” then the other 
people would have come and if they had behaved in such a way as not to 
carry out and safeguard their interests, then they would have been to blame, 
but certainly you are not making matters good for yourself nor making 
matters good for the country at large hut you come here and complain that 
the British Government is to be blamed. No. There are two parties 
which are to be blamed, one for taking all the advantage that they can take 
and one for giving all the advantage that they can give. The position 
which we take is this, that this situation is the creation of the biggest party 
in India in the different legislatures which ought to }\ave behaved quite 
differently and safeguarded their interests. Now, my friend, Mr. Satya- 
murti, says, that the Congress Party absented themselves. Then why did 
they absent themselves? What was the reason for their absence? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): The Honourable 
Member is dwelling too much on what the Congress Party did or did not do. 
He ought to address himself more to the Bill before the House. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: I am saying whether I agi*ee with those 
grievances put up by other Members or not. I am saying whether we are 
to accept those grievances as grievances of the coiintry or not. My 
grievances I will put up. 

Mr. Pr^sideht (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): But the grievances 
which the Honourable Member can discuss are grievances against the Gov¬ 
ernment—not against any particular party. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: I know that the Government is to be 
blamed on account of the circumstances which have been created by the 
other party .... 

Ml^. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): If the Honourable 
Member has any grievance against any political party, this is not the forum 
for ventilating it, and so far the speech of the Honourable Member has been 
devoted solely to that. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: But, unfortunately, the debate has been 
going on those lines. If you have allowed certain grievances to be put in 
and how it Is for the other side. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): If the Honourable 
Member has any grievance against the Government, he can ventilate it on 
the Supplementary Finance Bill. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: But I was taking only the example which 
was put up by Mr. Griffiths. He did not put up any grievance against the 
Government but he had all the grievance against the Congress Party. In 
any case I will not go too much in detail now. The only thing which I 
feel as a Member of this House is that if any Member absents himself 
from this House, whoeter may be the Member^ \<rhether he belongs to the 
Congress Party or to the Muslim League Party or to the European Group 
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or to the Nationalist Party, then he is at fault. Now, Sir, I shall only now 
express my last hope that no Member henceforth will absent himself from 
this House on any such flimsy grounds in future. 

Sir, my friend, the Finance Member, has come before us and is asking 
for money. We think that it is the duty of Government to convince the 
House that they have not squandered the money which was placed in their 
hands before. During the question time, Government have been repeatedly 
asked to satisfy this House that the money which has been spent so far 
has been spent properly. We, as the representatives of the people, have 
got certain knowledge as to how the money is being spent. We know the 
ways in which the money is being squandered. We come before the Gov¬ 
ernment and tell them that the money is not being properly spent. We 
find that enormous increments have been given in certain cases. In cer¬ 
tain cases, people who had been getting about Bs. 1,700 a month have been 
raised to Bs. 4,000 a month during this war period. 

The Honourable Sip Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Will the 
j Honourable Member kindly give me the information either now 

or otherwise of the case which he has just referred? 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: I do not think it will be fair to disclose 
the names. But if the Honourable Member wants to know the names, I 
can disclose them just now. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I am anxious in any way what¬ 
soever to obtain the information of the case mentioned by the Honourable 
Member. 

Sir Mu h am m ad Yamin Khan: What was the salary of Colonel Wood the 
Secretary of the Supply Department before the war started? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: If Colonel Wood’s was the case 
referred to, it was entirely misreprsented in the words used by the Honour¬ 
able Member. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: What was his salary before the war 

started and what is his salary now? Please tell me this. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I am not in a position to give 
the exact figures except that I do not know that Colonel Wood’s previous 
pay was under-represented and the pay which he received was over¬ 
represented. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Ts he not getting more now? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: He is getting more. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti: Why he is getting more ? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Because, having been a Lieut.- 
Colonel in a regiment, he is holding a j) 08 t of much greater responsibility 
and arduousness. 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti: Nonsense. 


Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: That is our grievance. The Honour¬ 
able Member wanted to know the names and 1 have given him one 
example. The Honourable Member is not in a position even to tell me 
what was Colonel Wood's previous salary although he had been receiving 
any number of questions about this matter. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: A statement was laid on the 
table of the House. 


Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: The Honourable Member was asked a 
supplementary question only two days ago as to what increments have 
been made in different Departments and the Honourable Member has not 
yet given that information. Of course, we, as the representatives of 
the people, get our information. We have to see that the money is not 
squandered in the manner in which it is being squandered. That is the 
charge which we have against the Government. We have seen that 
positions have been created which range between the Executive 
Councillor and the Secretary to the Government. An officer who was 
getting Its. 4,000 a month as Secretary has now been given Rs. 5,000 a 
month. May I ask with whose consent was this money given? Was 
this case brought before the Standing Finance Committee? 1 can under¬ 
stand the case of a man who has been serving for two or three years and 
then gets his regular promotion. If a Secretary to the Government 
becomes the Executive Councillor, we have no grievance against him. 
Nor have we a grievance against a Deputy Secretary who in course of 
time becomes an Additional Secretary or a Joint Secretary. But you 
have now created so many Additional Secretaries, Joint Secretaries and 
various kinds of Secretaries and Liaison Officers which were never heard 
of before. You have never taken sanction for these posts from this Hou'^e. 
Therefore, we say that you have been squandering the money. In fact, if 
Government had exercised proper control over their finances, this Bill 
would not have been before this House today. My Honourable friend 
would have found himself in a much happier position if he had not allowed 
these posts to be created. Then, we are told that a man is transferred 
as a patriot. Is this the patriotism? Your patriotism is to put in as 
much money in your pockets as you can. Sir, the House must be satis¬ 
fied by the Honourable Member on all these points. We do not want 
that people should double their pay when they are transferred from one 
Department to another. Our information may be incorrect, it may be 
defective. But when the Government do not supply us the necessary 
information, then the only conclusion that we can draw is that the 
information which we have been given is correct. We have been telling 
the Government to come before the Standing Finance Committee and 
obtain their sanction for all these additional posts but the Honourable 
Metnber did not show even this courtesy to the Standing Finance Com¬ 
mittee, It is likely that the Standing Finance Committee, com¬ 
posed as it is, would have given its sanction to all the proposals 
of the Government. Therefore, we say that you have failed in 
your duty to this House. You have been adopting this attitude 
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because you knew that the House was weak and that is the reason why I 
blame the Congress Party for having absented itself and thus creating 
disruption in the countiy. I would like to know why in the Supply 
Department and in other ^Departments people like retired Superintendents 
have been given the posts of Superintendents or Under-Secretaries? 
Why have they been taken back in Government service? The 
result has been that the right claimants for these posts have 
been deprived of their chances of earning promotion. These people were 
looking forward for promotion and you have deprived them of it. Has 
not my Honourable friend, when he started as an Assistant Collector 
somewhere on Ps. 400 a month, looking forward to becoming an Executive 
Councillor in the Government of India on Rs. 6,600? Would he not 
have resented if his promotion had been stopped just as the promotion of 
these persons has been stopped? You have brought in those people who 
ought to have gone on the retired list and you have stopped the promotion 
of these people who were legitimately looking forward to it. Therefore, wo, 
as the representatives of the people, think that in many cases a great 
injustice has been done to the Indian employees of the Government of India. 

In this connection, 1 should like to say that I do not agree with the 
proposal of my Honourable friend, Mr. Jiuss, when he says that so far 
the burdeji has been borne by a select few and that this burden should be 
spread over others, that is on the whole population of India. Ujifor- 
tunately, my Honourable friend is absent from the House just now and, 
therefore, it is not right that 1 should make any remarks in his absence. 

1 only disagree with his suggestion. It is well-known that during this war 
only a select few have gained lots of money and it is, therefore, right and 
proper that only those sehict few should pay. 1 do not agree that the 
Government should have chosen the other way. My policy is different. 
If there is genuine necessity for getting money, then this money should 
be got only from people who can afford to pay. What I submit is that I 
must be convinced of the genuine necessity for money and then I would 
have given full support to the measure which has been presented by my 
Honourable friend, the Finance Member. In that case I would not have 
characterised his policy as wrong. 1 would suggest that those people 
ought to pay first before the general public is asked to pay as has been 
suggested by my Honourable friend, the Leader of the European Group. 

Sif Oowagji Jahangir (Boihbay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): Who 
are the select few. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: My Honourable friend, Sir Cowasji 
Jehangir, wants to knew who are the select few. I may tell him they 
are the people who pay high rates of income-tax. Such people ought to 
be called upon to pay the surcharge and not the general public. It should 
not be something like the salt-tax which may affect everybody; the tax 
should be such as would affect only a select few. I would have gone one 
step further and suggested that those select few should be made to part 
with more money who have made a lot of profits on account of contracts 
received from the Government. They would not have benefited ordi¬ 
narily if the war had not come something like a boon to them and they 
have begun to roll into the money on account of war. They would not 
have found themselves in such a happy position if the war had not been 
there. It is these select few that are prospering and these persons ought 
to he tackled first. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); The Honourable 
Member can continue his speech after Lunch. ' 

CloJk ^ -Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) in the Chair. 


Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: Sir, when the House rose for Lunch, I 
was dealing with the point that we want to be convinced by the Pinaiice 
Member that he has ready done his best to effect economy and has not let 
any departnjent spend money unnecessarily in the name of war measures. 
Our altitude js not one of opposing or ernharassing (iovernment but before 
we go into the lobby with him we want to be convinced that he has left no 
stone unturned to secure economy. Those Members of the House who are 
always ready to co-operate and assist Government in legislative measures 
and in the prosecution of the war deserve on account ot their very presence 
here to be consulted from time to time. Eut, unfortunately, up till now 
we have not been in that happy position, and, of course, if Government 
can convince us w^e will be only too glad to support any measures that 
may be brought forward. But they cannot expect blind and unintelligent 
support from us, and for tlie friendship and co-operation that we give we 
expect the same co-operation from that side also. My Honourable friend, 
the Finance Member, asked me to give an example and I have given 
one. 1 have not investigated every case but many cases have come to the 
knowledge of Members of my Party and complaints have been received 
about the squandering of money. You may engage rooms in a hotel and 
pay Ps. 40 a day for a room instead of the usual Rs. 15, if it is for a 
special purpose. That of course is a trivJal matter. But there are other 
major questions which should not be ignored and we want that every time 
sanction is obtained for expenditure of the kind I have mentioned, in the 
name of war measures, the Defence Committee should be consulted if it 
involves a substantial amount. I am saying all this because there may 
otherwise be a wrong impression in this House or outside and in this 
country or outside it that we are endorsing the policy of Government. 

Some of my friends on that side said that they will not allow either 
money or men to help Great Britain in this war. I do not know whe¬ 
ther it is their partv creed or their individual opinion. But that is surely 
not our creed. The Muslim League permits people to join as recruits 
and the Muslim Leaguers have been supplying men and will continue 
to do so and they have given permission to co-operate in the prosecution 
of the war and to ^ve subscriptions, etc. So the views offered on the 
Congress side should not be taken to be the views of the whole of India, 
I am not a military expert and the views of those who are not military 
experts should not count in these matters; but we sincerely believe that 
for the safety of India it is essential that those countries which stand 
as bulwarks between India and the German aggression should be helped 
to prevent Germans coining to India. It may be a coincidence that they 
happen to be Muslim countries, but if it were the other way it would 
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make no difference to us. It increases our sympathy all the more because 
in the last 50 or 60 years these countries were not allowed breathing 
time to develop themselves; and one country has under its able leader 
been able to prove the best and strongest ally of Great Britain,—I mean 
Turkey. I vvill not refer to pass Turkish liistory because people have to 
carve out their destiny according to present circumstances and not their 
feelings for past history. My friend, Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, said some¬ 
thing yesterday which was misunderstood by Mr. Griffiths. He said quite 
plainly that among the countries which ca'h to a great extent resist the 
invasion of Germany towards India, Turkey is one and we should be allow¬ 
ed to enlist ourselves. We Muslims are next to none in our patriotism 
and we will defend our country and our shores and frontiers even if the 
aggression comes from Muslim states: we will fight for our land. But here 
our sympathies are with them in wishing they may not be over-run. This 
doubles our sympathy and we should, therefore, l)e allowed to develop a 
big army which may go and fight if necessity arises to defend them and 
ourselves. 

I hope T have made clear and plain to those Members who might 
have been led to think differently on account of Mr. Griffith s speech 
which was based, entirely on a misunderstanding. Our sympathy is with 
all the countries east of Suez: if any aggressive party comes east of Suez 
wc know our country will be in great danger; and though some of my 
friends might have been led in the heat of the moment and on account of 
some grievances to take an extreme attitude, they went t-o the very extreme 
in saying that they wanted a change of government in this 
country or involve the country in a war which will bring 
misery to us. Those of us who have read history know there was 
anarchism after the downfall of the Moghul Empire and people 
suffered terribly in those days and we know what war means just as the 
people in those countries involved in the present war know. I do not 
want my country to be involved in war. T do not want my country to be 
over-run by any country whatever; and I can assure this House that it 
was never the intention of the Congress Party either. Mr. Griffiths got 
an altogether wrong impression by the heat of the arguments adduced on 
this side or perhaps* some other thing gave rise to this impression—I do 
not know how he got it; hut when he said constantly: “Would you like 
Germans to come over here? Would you like to be governed by Germany 
rather than by England?”, of course, there is no question of that. T do 
not think that bv anv kind of implication any.one meant that kind of 
thing that he would like to be ruled bv Germany, except for one unfor¬ 
tunate Persian saying quoted by Mr. Abdul Oaiyiirn— 


**Ma ra che uz tin Qissa ke Gao amn^i-o-Khur ruff/* 

which moans “What does it matter to me that the cows come in and the 
donkeys go out?” Probably in reply to a certain question which was put 
from this side, he made this unfortunate assertion. But I do not think 
he meant seriously that Germans should come over as rulers of this 
country. H he did mean it, then I sincerely and thoroughlv differ from 
u twice, probably he would say he never meant it. That 

brought from Mr. Griffiths a retort: "Would you like Germans to come over 
I''™ I can assure everybody who wants to be as¬ 
sured that there is not a single Indian today who would like the Germans to 
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come and rule over us. Of course, there are many who do not like the 
English to remain here as rulers. 1 do not know if the Congress have 
changed their creed, but I think their creed is to remain within the 
British Empire. Even Mr. Gandhi says that; but 1 am not aware if 
they have changed their creed: independence has been visualised as 
remaining within the Empire but certainly managing our own affairs and 
having sovereign powers within our own country, the people having the 
full voice in all matters just as the people have in other countries; and 
after that we should of our own willingness join and become a part of the 
commonwealth of nations. That has been the Congress creed if I arn not 
mistaken. But if Mr. Griffiths is under any wrong impression I can tell 
him that that is not the view of India at present. It was unfortunate 
that my friend, Mr. Satyamurti, when he was trying to speak on behalf 
of the whole of India, should have dragged in controversial matter—when 
he said that this theory of martial and non-martial classes is still pre¬ 
dominant in India today. Unfortunately, martial and non-martial classes 
are the creation of the Indians themselves. My friend is a Brahmin, and 
there is the Brahmin—Non-Brahmin question. That is not the creation 
of the British Government. As long as there is the Brahmin—Non- 
Brahmin question, the high castes and the depressed classes question, 
and the Hindu Muslim question, in this coiintr\% as long as we have on 
railway platforms this cry of (Hindu Pant, Muslim Gha and so on and 
particular people cannot touch particular things, so long these things will 
contirlue and there will be this qi^estion of martial and non-martial 
classes. This distinction is due to the caste system and until and unless 
India gets rid of the caste system this question will not be solved properly. 
When the martial races begin to marry the non-martial races and mix 
together, then we will find that there is only one class. 


Whatever may be the ideals before my friends.—and I admit they have 
very high ideals before them,—one fact cannot be ignored, and that is that 
as long as India is divided into so many castes, creeds, and sects, as long 
as there is not one single nation in this country, as long as these distinc¬ 
tions remain, there can be no progress in the country, and, therefore, tho 
best thing to do would be to create one single solid nation. Unfortunately 
we are not one nation today; we are divided into so many nations, and 
as long as the question of castes and creeds remains, India will remain 
divided. Therefore, I think it should be the diitv of everv patriotic man 
and woman in this country to try and get rid of these divisions so that the 
country as a whole may progress on right lines without adhering to the 
old notions which, liowever good thev might have been in the past, are 
no longer suited to the present age. Sir, I do not want to take more time 
of the House .... 


An Honourable Member: Thank you. 


Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: T am glad somebody said “Thank you“. 
I hope, Sir, the Government will in future take this House or those who 
will remain here into confidence, and that those responsible to advise His 
Excellency on vital matters affecting the interests of this country 
will advise him in time placing before him all possible materials so as to 
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give him an opportunity to summon this House and take its advice on 
vital matters. If they find that His Excellency, in spite of their sinQere 
advice is not willing to accept such advice, then the most honourable and 
proper course for these advisers to do would be to resign their seats 
without caring much either for their position or salary. If such advice is 
not accepted by His Excellency, then he will get the badnami if he does 
not summon a meeting of the Assembly even for two or three days to 
consult non-official opinion. Sir, till now there has been no lack of co¬ 
operation, Government have been getting help from all quarters. When 
the Government find that there are so many friends ready to give them 
help to defend this country realising the great danger that lies ahead to 
the peace and tranquillity of this country, unfortunately Government is 
ignoring their help, it does not want to consult them; it only wants to 
consult people who wish to create impediments in the way,—in fact Gov¬ 
ernment enjoy when they have full opposition in this House, and not 
when they find a weak opposition. Probably they enjoy their time when 
they have a strong opposition in the House, and thev have got it now. 
These are the views, Sir, which I wish to express on this Bill. 

Mr. Govind V. Deghmiikh (Nagpur Division: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, 

T do not wish to enter into any theoretical discussion about the likes or 
dislikes of any particular rule. I will come straight to the point. The 
Honourable the Finance Member has given us a truism which reads thus: 
“It is a truism that in time of war Finance is the hand-maiden of De¬ 
fence”,—^but I shall present him with a better truism and that is, the 
contentment of a nation is the best hand-maiden of Defence. If the nation 
is contented, then only you can have a really efficient Army or Navy or 
Air Force. If the nation is discontented, then certainly you cannot have 
an efficient or reliable defence. It is not a question of pleasing any par¬ 
ticular community or party. The question is whether the whole nation 
is really go*ing to rally round you or not. 

Well, Sir, yesterday we all heard about the dee^p discontent that exists 
over the administration of the Defence of India Act. My friend, Mr. 
Sri Prakasa, told us in detail as to what happened to Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, how he was treated, and how other persons are being arrested and 
prosecuted under the Defence of India Act. I will leave that point aside 
for the moment, but the fact must be noted that there is grave discontent 
about the administration of the Defence of India Act. Is there 
any contentment either over tiie political status that has been conferred 
upon India? My friend, Mr. Griffiths, said this morning: *we have made 
some progress and we ought to be satisfied with it'. Sir, I want to tell 
him that there is deep discontent throughout the whole nation about the 
status of this country. The whole nation is aga/inst the status that has 
been conferred upon it, and it wants something more. In order that there 
may be no dispute, no misinterpretation, no misunderstanding about the 
wording of what a particular Kesolution is or what the Party intended 
to say, I am going to read some lines of portions of Besolutions that have 
been passed by several organizations, and I want to show that almost the 
whole of India is discontented over the political status of this country. 

Sir, on the 29th Decernb^, X939, there was a conference b^l4 t^t 
of the National Liberal Federation! under the presidency of 
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Pr. R. P. Paranjpye. His views are well known. He is a gentleman 
who wants to co-operate, and I suppose there are certain persons belong¬ 
ing to* this body in this House like my friend. Sir Cowasjd Jehangir, and 
if I mistake not, my friend, Mr. Joshi. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official): No. 

Mr. Oovind V. Deshmukh: Oh, you seem to ddsapprove of that Federa¬ 
tion. Anyhow, 1 will start with this body which is known for its modera¬ 
tion of views, I will specially read only a few lines of the Resolution 
which that body passed. Thds is what it says: 

“In order to enable India to give its wholehearted support the imagination of the 
whole people should be captured regarding the future status of India.” 

And then there is a definite Resolution about it, f.e., the Status of India 
which was moved by Mr. Chandavarkar. The Resolution runs thus: 

“That the Federation having fully considered the statements issued by His Excel¬ 
lency the Viceroy and subsequent official statements both in England and India, is 
strongly of opinion that they are quite unsatisfactory inasmuch as (a) do not go 
beyond the position taken up in 1917”,— Thii is what was stated in the month of 
December, 1939, mind you, —“and imply the postponement of the fidvent of Dominion 
Status to an indefinite and distant future, and do not envisage its achievement within 
a definite period in the near future.” 

So this body, as I stated in the very beginning, which holds very 
moderate views and which looks at things from all asj)ects, "is also 
thoroughly discontented about the jn-esent political status of this country. 

Then there is a resolution by the All-India Hindu Maha Sabha Work¬ 
ing Committee, which reads thus: 

“The Committee further reiterated its demand for a declaration by Govern¬ 
ment that Dominion Status under the Statute of Westminster will be granted to 
India immediately on the cessation of war, guaranteeing the indivisibility of India as 
a political unit.” 

After that, the Hindu League Conference also passed a resolution on 
the 27th July, 1940. 

“The League asks Britain immediately to declare India a Dominion based on the 
Statute of Westminster with a view to securing her maximum support and co-opera¬ 
tion in the task of defeating Nazism.” 

This body also wants the immediate declaration of India as a Domi¬ 
nion. After these resolutions which are really the expressions 
of the discontent that is amongst these bodies were passed, a 
statement was made by the Secretary of State, Colonel Amery, on the 8th 
August, 1940. His promise of Dominion Status is contained in these 
—I am reading his words so that there may be no misunderstanding. 

“We have repeatedly declared our resolve that India shall attain to the same 
freedom, to the same full and equal partnership in the Commonwealth as the other 
Dominions or for that matter as this country herself. There is no greater freedom, 
no higher status than that in the world today.” 

They say, India is to attain this freedom, such as England enjoys. 
But they themselves draw a distinction between the Dominion Status 
of other Dominions and England herself, and that of India. Colonel 
Amery proceeds: 

“The principles of equality and similarity appropriate to status do not universally 
extend to function. And in respect of these the position of India differs from that 
of the Dominions.” 
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That is the distinction drawn. So, it is never their intention fo give 
us Dominion Status of the Westminster type. After this statement was 
made the Congress Working Committee passed a resolution at Wardlia 
on the 22nd August. It says: 

“Th^ Working Committee read into the statements of the Viceroy and the report 
of the speech of the Secretary of State the emptiness of their own promise to recognise 
India at an early date as a free and equal unit within the British Commonwealth.” 

And who can say that the conclusion is incorrect? 

Tlien, I wish to read to the House a statement of the Council of the 
Western India Liberal Association which was issued on October 23rd, 
1940. It is a very long statement but this is the concluding portion of 
it, and it deserves to be remembered very well by everybody: 

“There is a widespread feeling all over the country even amongst those who do not 
approve of the Congress and the League attitude, that the Government have really no 
intention to part with power. In the interests of democracy itself and greater effort 
in the prosecution of the war it is essential to remove this impression.” 

Which has not been removed. I have quoted to you the resolutions 
which embody, as i said, the oj^inions of ilie several bodies in the country. 
There is also a statement of Mr. Arthur Moore who addressed a gathering 
at the Botary Club of Calcutta on the 18th June, 1940. Our country has 
got to be prepared for defence and w’e liave been told what is necessary 
for the defence. Mr. Arthur Moore says: 

“Now what is the first flaw in our armour which must be immediately mended to 
get us ready for battle? It is that India, the very centre of the Empire’s map, the 
home of four hundred million people, the potential source of unlimited supplies of 
men and materials is not in the British Commonwealth of Nations. She wants to 
help Britain, she wants to play her part along with others for the future of the 
whole world, and she wants to be able to defend herself. But she has not the statu.=i 
of a country, she has not the position of Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South 
Africa. She ranks as a dependency whom Hitler and Mussolini and other robber 

pirates, who might succeed in imposing their will on Britain. {that has also to 

he rememhered) .on Britain, will have a legal right to apportion amongst 

themselves.” 

So, we are going to be a. sort of prize. It is quite possible, accord¬ 
ing to him, that Britain may be influenced, and India may be divided 
among those pirates. Then these are remarkable words: 

“That is intolerable and should be ended forthwith. Which means that her 

Status as a dependency should be done away with immediately and she should be 

granted the status of Canada, Australia and New Zealand.” 

1 have said that immediately a declarutiou sliould be made and the 
least they can do according to the opinion of the moderate section in the 
country is to make a declaration tliat Dominion Status w'ill he immediately 
conferred after the cessation of the war. Now% 'some people advance 
arguments and ask “how . can this he done?”. Those who are not 
interested in conferring this Dominion Status of the Statute of West¬ 
minster variety say, “how can this be done? We are faced with the 

l^rohlem of our very existence, it is a question of life and death with 

us, how can we do all this now?” Now, let me remind them that when 
it comes to a person with the problem of life and death with him, it is 
then and then alone that he goes to the greatest length that is possible 
to save himself. You know that before France capitulated, the French 
Government became nervous. The British Government also became 
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nervous and in order to save Great Britain and strengthen the liands of 
the French Government, they made a declaration. This declaration was 
made when the British Government w^ere laced with tlie question of life 
and death. I am reading from the Times of India, dated the 19th June, 
1040: 

Mr. Churchill said that His Majesty’s Governmetib have ofTero I to conclude a 
solemn Act of Union between the two countries.” 

The Act could only he passed by the Parliament and thus they were 
prepared to modify tlieir constitution in the course of the war and when 
they wen? faced with the question of life and death. T will point out the 
terms in wdiich they were going to modify this constitution. This they 
were prepared to do when the war was being carried on. Why, then, 
can’t vou make some declaration ahou(, the status of this country (‘ven 
under similar ( 3 ircumstances? You have not ‘;ot to modify the consitii- 
tion to do this hut onlv to make a declaration. \h)W, what vas the Iraft 
declaration of this Act of luiion that was to be passed? 

“At this most fateful moment in the history of the modern world the Government 
of the United Kingdom and the French Republic make this declaration of indissoluble 
union and unyielding resolution in their common defence of justice and freedom 
against subje^'tion to a system which has reduced mankind to the life of robots and 
slave.s. 

The two Governments declare that France and Britain shall no longer be two 
but one Franco-British Union. The constitution of the Union will provide for 
joint orgnn^ of defence, foreign, financial and economic policy. 

Every citizen of E?’ance will enjoy immediately citizenship of Great Britain. 
Every British subject will become a citizen of France. 

Both countries will share the responsihilitv for the repair of the devastation of 
war wherever it oecurs in their territf>ries, and the resources of both shall be equally, 
and a.s one, applied to that purpose. 

During the war, there shall be a single war cabinet, and all the forces of Britain 
and France whether on land, sea or air will be placed under its direction. It will 
he formally associated.” 

The rest is about the army which I need not read. If somebody is to 
derive a lesson from it and I do not think there is nobody who will not 
derive this lesson from it, it is this that when Britain is faced with i 
question of life and death, then alone it surreiiders. If thei'e arc persons 
w'ho wish to create a situation like this, what is there to prevent it? This 
is the key to the Britisher’s temperament. I am simply telling the 
House that this infereneo can he drawn : [ do 7iot wish to prophesy aify- 
thing because one can never t('ll what is in store for ns in the future. 

I have stated that there is discontent in this country over the political 
status. Let ns not forget that if these bodies would have been satisiied 
by a satisfactory declaration conferring upon India political status of the 
type of Canada and Australia and New Zealand with no reservations as 
to functions, India would certainly have co-operated. Let me read to 
you certain passages and certain statements which prove this to the hilt. 
The Congress Working Committee passed a resolution on the 28th July, 
1940. It said; 

“The Working Committee are of opinion that unless the aforesaid declaration is 
made— {that is, about the acknowledgement by Great Britain of complete independence 
of India) —and a national Government is accordingly formed at the Centre without 
delay, all efforts at organising the material and moral resources of the country for 
defence cannot in any sense be voluntary or as from a free country, and will there¬ 
fore be ineffective. 

D 1 
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The Working Committee declare that if these measures are adopted, it will 
enable the Congress to throw in its full weight in the efforts for the effective organisa¬ 
tion of the defence of the country.” 

So, let it not be said that the Congress would not have co-operated in 
the defence of the country if there had been an immediate declaration 
acknowledging the independence of India by Great Britain. 

Sir, I have shown how we are treated at present in India. We are 
not comfortable with the status that we have been enjoying in our own 
country. How are our nationals treated abroad? How are the Indians 
overseas treated? The Department of Education, Health and Lands is 
entrusted with the duty of looking after Indian nationals in all the Colonies 
and the Dominions. Instead of narrating so many details, because the 
subject has been referred to several times, 1 will read a Resolution of a 
body, which is again a very moderate body, about the Indians overseas. 
It is the National Liberal Federation which passed that resolution 
on the 29th December, 1939. The following Resolutions were passed from 
the Chair about the Indians overseas: 

‘‘The Federation strongly protests against the Ceylon Government’s policy of dis¬ 
crimination against Indians and their decision to " dismiss and repatriate Indians 
employed in Government Departments since April 1, 1940, and to retrench Indian 
emploNees of more than five but leas than ten years of service on a racial basis, if they 
do not voluntarily retire by the end of 1939. 

The Federation fully supports the decision of the Government of India to prohibit 
the emigration of Indian labour to Ceylon and urges it to take necessary measures to 
secure justice to the Indian community. 

This Federation expresses its indignation and resentment at the continued ill- 
treatment of Indians in South Africa and the policy of segregation embodied in the 
Asiatic Land and Trading Act although there was no proof that Indians were violating 
existing Statutes or were resorting to illegal practices and although the 
Union Government have undertaken under the Cape Town Agreement to treat the 
Indian community as an integral part of the population of the Union of South Africa 
and to take steps to raise their position.” 

I have specially studied the subject and I have always spoken on this 
subject and I had also introduced a Bill called the ^ Reciprocity Bill. 
Unfortunately, not having attended the past Sessions of the House, it 
lapsed; but if it had been passed, the result would have been that those 
Colonials who are here today, Members of the Eastern Group conference 
could not have landed here. ^J'hose Colonials who deny us entry into their 
Colonies could not have landed here and also those who are against Indians 
carrying on thoir profession in their Colonies would not liave been able to 
carry on any profession. The disqualifications to whicli the Indian 

nationals are subjected would have been enforced upon them in this 

country. 

Sir, it was a very pathetic tale which a Member of this House told this 
House some time ago. I refer to Mrs. Subbarayan, a Member of this 

House. She told us that during the last war, when the war broke out, 

she was sailing in one of the ships and returning from England to India 
with her child. The ship touched the South African coast and every 
white person got out of the ship but she could not land on the shores. 
She wanted to get some milk for her child. The Captain said: ‘No, you 
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cannot land under any circumstances. If these Colonials give our nationals 
very inhuman treatment, certainly we could have reciprocated that treat¬ 
ment. That is the best way to bring the Colonials round. We should 
treat them in the same way in which they are treating us. Our grievances 
cannot be redressed unless we take very strong steps. This is not my 
own advice. There is another gentleman in this country who is known 
for his very moderate views and as a result of sore disappointment, he 
gave this advice. T refer to the advice given by the Right TConvOurable 
Srinivasa Sastri. When the White Paper on Kenya was published he 
said this: 

“Not justice or truth but the amount of trouble that a party is able to cause pre¬ 
vails with His Majesty’s Government today. Having had this lesson burnt into 
them Indians, let us hope, will not ever forget it again .”—and again —“But I will 
say this once more, which I have said before that India has lost many a time because 
she had never shown that she can resent indignities in the only way in which a 
strong Western power understands resentment.” 

This is what a very moderate man in his. old age has said. This is a 
very effective advice. I will say once again what 1 have said many times 
before that India has lost many a time because she had never shown that 
she can resent in the only way m which a Westerner will understand what 
resentment is. I want every Indian to express his resentment in the 
way in which the Westerner will understand what icscntment means. 
Over the question of the administration of the Defence of India Act, 
Members of this House have expressed their dissatisfaction. They have 
expressed their dissatisfaction over the political status of India. They have 
expressed tlieir dissatisfaction with the extravagant expenditure that is 
going on in the country, as was expressed by my friend, Sir Muhammad 
Yamin Khan. There is dissatisfaction all round. How can the Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member expect that he will get the money for the prose¬ 
cution of this war or that he will get men to prosecute this war in the most 
effective manner? He has brought this Bill—to secure funds for war—at 
a time when the country is not satisfied with the way in which the Govern¬ 
ment is carried on. An advice was given to a person in England as to 
what is to be done when he is stranded in hnancial difficulties. T am nor 
taking any responsibility about the morality or the immorality of it. This 
is the advice given by an Englishman to a friend of his who was stranded 
in difficulties. He said, “If you are stranded in financial difficulties, then 
beg, borrow or steal”. I do not know whether it is “beg, borrow or steal” 
or “beg, borrow and steal”, but I am going to put my case on this precept 
that was given, “beg, borrow or steal”. Now, of course, yin the case of a 
Government of a country it would not he a question of “beg, borrow and 
steal”, blit the same idea can be embodied in these words. First of all, 
appeal to the person from whom you want money; appeal to the country 
or the public from which you want money; appeal to their sentiments and 
emotions, the advantages that they are going to reap, so that they may 
part with their money. If that cannot be done, then the next step comes 
in. One has not to try all these steps together but step by step. One 
failing, then resort to the other measure. Supposing you are not in a 
position to appeal effectively to the nation to get money from it, then 
what will you do? You borrow loans. But even for that, you must put 
your case on a stronger basis. Failing strong appeals, you float war loans 
and then,—according to me, this is stealing, a legalized way of taking 
money out of the other people’s pockets in a statutory way without the 
consent of the representatives of the people; because stealing merely means 
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this that a person steals money witliont tlie ovvmcr’s consent. Well, the 
Government resorts to the slatutorv rncdhod of deprivinij; the people of 
their money aoeording to me at the last stage. The Honoinable the 
Finance Member has gone the wrong way round. He says at page 7 of 
his Statement: 

“But a. more important aspect of the matter is that we have entered into commit¬ 
ments.” 

With whose pe]‘mission we do not know; the house was not talum 
intp confidence, whom they had taken into confidence nobody knows, and 
they committed themselves to certain liabilities, and then they come 
before the House and say, “I have done this, please sanction the expenses 
for these commitments”; that certainly is not a business-like manner, T 
was going to say a gentleman-like manner—he says in his statement: 

“We have entered into commitments in regard to defence measures involving a 
recurring increase of B,s. 16 crores in a full year and non-recurring expenditure of 
well over Rs. 30 crores to be spread over the next year or two.” 

TJien, ‘‘while I do not propose that this should be mot entirely from 
taxation, it is obvious that wdth defence expenditure now rimning at lis. 20 
lakhs a day, we must begin at oiiee to raise extra revenue to cover a 
portion of the additional expenditure by means of doienee loans”. Why 
not try defence loans first before going to the stage of taxation? Do .)ou 
think that the country is not with you and that your loans will not be 
subscribed t()‘? What is the idea ot apjiroaclung the stage of taxation 
first? Why not first of all try to raise defem'O loans? If you lind—aiul 
you will find it to your cost—tliat the nation is not with you, if \()u find 
that the defence loans are not being subscribed, tluai you ma\ go to the 
stage of taxation. Hut, as I have said, the Finaiua'. Member has gone 
really to the last stag(‘ first, because he knows ver^ widl. and they have 
the means t-o know it very well, that the (‘Oimti \ is not with them. 'Phev 
know also that if this Hill is thrown out by the Houstg His Excelleru-v is 
there to certify it. That woidd bo another wav, as T said, of taking the 
money from the people without their consent. Taking the eonscnit (jf 
soipe part of the House has got at least some appearance of some consent 
but it is not of the whole House but still it is a part of the whole Housio 
but the eertificatiou procedure is, as T said, the last stave in th.e above 
precept for collecting money. T wish they would first of all ap])e'd the 
nation; we know that if the nation is on their side, they will find not (^uly 
that men will come forward but money will come forward to help them 
in prosecuting or furthering their war efforts; they will get men, mon(;\ 
and aeroplanes; and not oiilv will thev get all these l)ut they will find that 
they can ceftainly he popular with the coimtrv. There is another thing 
to wliich T would like to refer. They have said that thev have entered 
into commitments and in the House it was suggested that the war prepara¬ 
tions must he carried on quickly and enthnsinstically, but there is a 
section of opinion in this 'coimtrv which blames the Government for this 
that the war preparations are not up to their satisfaction and the procedure 
adopted in recruiting men is also not the proper procedure. Then certain 
references were made to martial and non-martia! races. T do not wish to 
go into that, but T would certainlv refer to what a European section says 
about the way the Government is preparing to carrv on the war and the 
way they are wasting the money of the country. They are ..wanting money 



THE INDIAN FINANCE (NO, 2 ) BILL 408 

but they have not done all, with the equipment tliey already possess, that 
they could have done. 

There is a certain section of Aiv/lo-Indians and Europeans who are 
dissatisfied. In this connection, I will quote from the letter to the Times 
of India Lieut.-Colonel Coote of Andheri, Bombay, dated the 28th August, 
1940. It is a long letter hut I will only quote a few passages. This is 
what he says : 

“Every kind of official di.scouragement has been given in the past few years to 
Indian youth to get air-minded, take out a pilot A Licence or make themselves fit for 
any job connected with flying. No training college for air force was started in India 
and only a couple of vacancies at Cranwell were reserved for Indian youths. 

The recent broadcast to Indian youths to come forward for the air force was to 
fill eight vacancies—after the war had been in progress eight months and India’s 
air force consisted of one squadron, with three more in existence on paper. I know 
that eighteen thousand young Indians s^t in their names in response to the call to 
expand, at long last, India’s air force, mi only by 350 pilots!” 

If you refer to the speech of the Honourable the Finance Member, the 
same nuinbei* still remains. No progre.ss has been made since Augiist tid 
the end 6f October. It is still the scheme to train 300 pilots. The Gov¬ 
ernment have not gone beyond the stag^ of schemes. To continue the 
letter: 

“Some of these get a reply after a month or more; many never get reply at all. 
The official expansion of India’s air force in the past year or so is about the 
slowest piece of work ever undertaken, even by the Government of India. You say 
‘Progress at present is hampered by insufficient equipment’. Whose fault is that? We 
should all like to know. Most of us do know, it is certainly not the fault of Indian 
politicians or Indian youths.” 

Another gentleman wrote in the Times of India saying that we really have 
facilities and equipments but we were not utilising them to the full. 
That was tlie purport of what he wrote and what he said was correct. 
As a matter of fact, he showed by calculation how many hours of training 
are lost. As the existing facilities were not utilised, nothing could be 
done. There were complaints about this. Sir^ I have referred to several 
complaints. But I base my case of opposition to the motion of consi¬ 
deration on the question of the treatment of Indians in the country itself. 
Consider it from the point of view of India's political status or from the 
point of vie^v of the ndministration of the several laws or from the point v’‘ew 
of the treatment Indians receive in other Dominions, you cannot but 
come to this conclusion. Apply your mind dispassionately to the facts, 
you will come to this conclusion. Sir, a contented country is the best 
hand-maid of war. You have to woo her, you have to win over this coun¬ 
try to your side; or else the prospects are not promising. 

Mr. K. Santhanam (Tanjore cum Trichinopoly: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): Sir, I rise to oppose the motion for the consideration of this Bill. 
Sir, my Honourable friend, Mr. Griffiths, was good enough to tell the House 
that it was due to the consideration of the dignity of the Chair and of the 
House that he listened to the speeches on our side with some calm and 
patience. I wish to tell him that I greatly enjoyed his speech. I enjoyed 
his speech especially when he professed to speak not only for himself or for 
his Group but, for the inmost thoughts of ours which he knew, but which 
we dared not express. I enjoyed his speech most when he began to lecture 
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UB on the Bhagavat Gita. I feel sure that by a happy substitution of tea 
for stronger spirits, Mr. Griffiths has become more spiritual and the 
transition from the magistrate to the missionary has been completed. 

Hr. P. J. Griffiths: Just the same thing. 

Mr. K. Santhanam: But he forgets one thing, that a missionary must be 
content to preach and he must not descend to arguments. But 
Mr. Griffiths indulged both in preaching as well as arguments. So far as 
his preaching is concerned, I shall be content to say that while he was 
willing to swallow a camel, he was straining at a gnat, while he was anxious 
to point to the mote in other eyes, he was forgetting the beam in his own 


Sir, I shall deal only with his arguments. He argued that because we 
had absented ourselves from the Assembly when we were not consulted on 
the despatch of troops abroad, it was not possible to consult us when the 
war was declared. Can fatuity go further? We absented ourselves from 
this House because we knew that we were being dragged into the war. 
We wanted to warn the Government that if they dragged us into the war, 
there will be trouble. Was it not then the duty of the Government to 
have taken the warning as soon as the war was about to be declared to have 
called the Assembly and consulted us? I am sure every one of us would 
have been present. But supposing we had not come, why did not the 
Government consult other Members of the Assembly? My Honourable 
friend, Mr. Griffiths, seemed to argue that once the Congress Party was 

absent, the Government had no other parties to consult. Sir, if that was 

so, he should have advised the Government to shut up this House and 
carry on as best as they may. He went on further and argued that war 
came all of a sudden, and that the Government could not wait to ask the 
verdict of the Assembly. T suppose he has read the newspapers. Canada, 
South Africa and New Zealand, every one of them took many days, some¬ 
times many weeks to call their parliaments, to discuss this question 
whether they should enter the war or not and then only they decided. I 
suppose. Sir, that it was only in the case of India that the declaration was 
urgent and that it could wait for all other countries except India. The 

House will judge the hollowness of this argument. I felt that he himself 

realised the weakness of his argument and went on to say: 

“Why are you botherine; about these procedural matters, go to the substance : is 
it India’s war or not? If it is right that India should fight this war, why bother 
about some procedure, let us get to realities.” 

I do agree that it is a more important question. I am willing to answer 
him as best as I can. A few days back the Prime Minister of England, 
Mr. Churchill, said that he wanted to save Greece from the war as long as 
possible, that they did not put any pressure on Greece to enter the war. 
I think it is on the same consideration that in spite of specific treaty 
obligations, they willingly agreed to the wisdom of the Turks in staying out 
of this War. I suggest that on the same humanitarian grounds, the British 
Government is not forcing Egypt into the war. Are we to understand that 
if it is right for Greece not to enter the war as long as possible, if it is right 
for Turkey not to enter the war as long as it can, if it is right for Egypt 
not to enter the war till now, it is not right for India to hesitate to enter 
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the war? Is it not because England had the political power to declare war 
for U8 that we have been dragged into this war? I put to him another 
question. Is it the duty of Indians any more than that of Americans to 
fight Fascism or Nazism and why are not Americans entering this war? 
I say, Sir, it was wrong it was foolish and, I regret to say, it was almost 
criminal to have dragged this land, this poor country of poor peasants into 
this war of mechanical monsters. It would have been wise on the part of 
England to have said: 

“Wc have power to declare war on behalf of India, but we shall not drag you 
into this war, but keep your benevolent neutrality and help us just as the United 
States of America is doing.” 

That would have been a proper and statesmanlike attitude. It would 
have saved this country from all troubles. Even now, as some of my 
Muslim friends have said, there are so many Islamic countries who will 
have to be crushed before any real danger can come to India and I hope 
they will keep out of this war, and that if they are forced into this war, 
they will all join together and fight it out with their customary bravery. 
If there is any chance of India being bombed or otherwise hurt in this war, 
then that is all due to one fact, that England in her own interests, without 
any foresight, without any wisdom or statesmanship dragged the poor 
people of India into the war which is waged far away from our land. 
There would have been some justification to say that we shall enter the 
Sino-Japanese war because it is near our doors, because China is an import¬ 
ant part of Asia, and because Japan's imperialism is a greater danger against 
which India should be safeguarded. I sav it was wise that England did not 
drag us into that war. But it was very foolish, it was wholly unstatesman- 
like to have dragged us into this war. 

Mr. Griffith’s went on to say “anyhow we are in this wai and so why 
not make the best of it? Why not get ready? This is a war of machines. 
It takes a long time to make machines and so let us get ready.” Well, Sir, 
on that gound also I am prepared to argue. If we are to fight, it is neces¬ 
sary to get machines ready. Has the British Government or the Govern¬ 
ment of India taken any steps to see that this country is equipped to 
manufacture machines to fight any possible future danger? What are the 
most important things in this war? First and foremost are ships. With¬ 
out ships you cannot get munitions, you cannot get any of our requirements 
from other countries. It has been one of our greatest complaints that 

India has never been allowed to build her own ships^ Here was a great 

opportunity, if England were sincere in her pretence. Britain's need 

coincided with India’s opportunity. Have the Government taken any 

single step to promote shipbuilding in this country? I understand that 
proposals were made that there should be shipbuilding industry in India and 
the Board of Trade in England have said definitely that they will not render 
any help in the promotion of shipbuilding in this country as a war effort. 
I ask the Honourable the Commerce Member who comes from my Province 
to stand up and say if this is not true. That is so far as ships are con¬ 
cerned. 

What is the next thing that is needed? It is transport industry. 
Without transport industries, no war can be fought. The Honourable the 
Finance Member with a good deal of pride said that last year we got 5,000 
motor vehicles, we will take 30,000 vehicles this year and next year we will 
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take 60,000 and so on. I have got in my hand a book let by Sir M. 
Visvesvarayya in which he traces the various efforts made in India for the 
automobile industry. He quotes some telegrams of August 20, 1940, of 
the Associated Press and concludes as follows: 

“This telegram says that Government have been placing two large orders with 
two prominent American Automobile companies, A request tor such orders was made 
to the Government of India four years ago l)ut there was no response. No reason, 
save their adherence to the old policy of discriminating protection, was given.” 

I would say this is discrimination in favour of white people and white 
people s industries, “for denying similar facilities to an indigenous enter¬ 
prise”. 

That is so far as the automobile industry is concerned. Then what 
about locomotives? Probably the House knows that all non-official sec¬ 
tions of the House have been crying hoarse about this manufacture of 
locomotives. Sir, in the Standing Pinance Committee for Eailways there 
was not one meeting in which we did not tight out this point, and at last 
by sheer dint of persistence and reasoning we brought the Government of 
India to a state in which they said that this was necessary, and they 
appointed a committee. Mr. Hunqffireys and Mr. K. C. Srinivasan were 
appointed and they have produced a report advocating the manufacture of 
locomotives in India and they have shown that for the next three years 
India requires 565 broad gauge locomotives and 306 metre gauge locomotives 
for our owji replacements excluding additions. But what is going to 
happen? They are not going to build locomotives; they cannot get them 
now; they are going to allow the existing locomotives to become more and 
more over-age so th;d as soon as the war ends tliey will say that they want 
one thousand or two thousand locomotives at once which cannot be built 
here soon and tlioy will j)lace an order abroad for one or two thousand 
locomotives. When they arrive, they will last for 35 years and so there 
will bo no need for an automobile industry. This is not a mere fancy; it 
is a trick which was played in the decade after the last war. Between 1924 
and 1930 tliey ordered so many locomotives that all of them have been 
allowed to become over-age at the same time. They would not allow India 
to build ships, to build automobiles and to build locomotives. It is said 
tliat they could not get the plant; they could get the plant whenever they 
wanted. And if tliey cannot get the plant now do yon think they will get 
it after the war? Wlien the work of munitions is over how can they supply 
the plant wliich will #ompcte with their own locomotive workshops? T am 
prepared to bet a hundred to one tliat they will not get the plant until some 
radical change happens in the Government of India and for the next 50 
years to come India will not be allowed to build a single locomotive or 
motor car. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow (Member for Railways and Commu¬ 
nications'): We are building locomotives just now. 

Mr. K. Santhanam: I know this joke. I know a little too much about 
this locomotive business. They have a small metre-gauge locomotive 
workshop at Ajmere where they simply assemble the parts after buying 
most things abroad and they call it locomotive building. I have not been a 
member of the tlailway Standing Finance Committee for nothing. Let the 
Honourable Members not try to humbug us or hoodwink us. Let him say 
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frankly that they do not want us to manufaclnre loroinotives. I .say they 
are trying to treat India just as Hitler would like to treat Europe; he wants 
to de-industrialise all the other parts of Europe except Germany so that the 
German industries might flourish, and our Government here would not like 
us to build up our industries. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: We shall soon build our own loco¬ 
motives. 

Mr. K. Santhanam *. Yes, yo\ir grandson will be asking for them. 


Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: I must hav^e a son first before I can 
have a grandson. But I arn with you absolutely. 


An Honourable Member: Half on that side and half on this. 


Mr. K. Santhanam: S^ir, the Honourable the Finance Member said 
that they are Still considering the manufacture of aeroplane^. While they 
are still considering, Australia is manufacturing them. 1 wish to refer to 
a statement made by one of tfie mendx'rs of the Eastern Grou]) Conference. 
Sir Walter Massoy-Grc'one, who said that one of the chief purposes of tlie 
Roger mission was to see that there was no duplication, that what one 
country was doing the other parts of this so-called Commonwealth should 
not do. T suppose that applies to the aircraft industry and because 
Australia is building aircraft India should not bother about it. She should 
only ])rodnce oil-seeds, jute hags etc, and must be content with such 
activities. 


So far for the basic industries wdiich are necessary for fighting the war, 
and now 1 will come to the financial measures. T will give tlie House 
certain facds. On the bOth August, 1939, the following were the assets 
in the issue department of the Reserve Bank, and I am also giving side 
by side the assets of tlie Reserve Bank according to the last weekly stat-^- 
meiil; 


Total 

Gold 

Sterling . 
Rupoe.‘< 

Rupee securities 


^>nth Aug'iist^ 
216 crores 
44 crores 
59'5 crores 
74*7 crores 
,*17*3 crores 


Ln^st week. 
267 crores. 

44 crores. 
131-5 crores. 
31*4 crores. 
49-6 crores. 


That is to say, on the eve of the war 45 per cent, w’ere in sterling se¬ 
curities and rupee securities which are naturally dependent n])on sterling 
securities so long as the rupee is linked to sterling. Now it is about 70 
per cent. Let us reflect on this position, I have no desire to question 
the solvency of the Biitish Government or c;ist anv doubts upon the 
soundness of sterling. But it will be easily admitted by any reasonable 
person that owing to the terrible strain caused by the war, even if Great 
Britain manages to get a complete victory, sterling will have to depreciate. 
It will be the only way by which Great Britain can pay her immense war 
debt. And why are the Government of India anxious that our- assets 
should he depreciated and wdiy should not some part of the immense gold 
reserve of the Bank of England be transferred as security with the Reserve 
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Bank of India? After all what is the meaning of this increase of note 
issue by 41 crores? It means that England has been buying Indian 
goods on pro-note; and not being content even with paying in pro-notes, 
she insists that she should give pro-notes in a unit which is not likely to 
remain the same. Is that fair? I ask, why should we not make certain 
of our currency position by seeing that at least 50 per cent of the payments 
are in gold? What is the difficulty? Why should the Bank of England 
shape our financial policy? They want our tinancial dependance on sterling 
to become so great that we may become insolvent unless we truckle to 
everything that the Bank of England says. They want to make use of 
the war for making the financial dependance of India utterly complete— 
in fact to bring about our financial prostration at the end of the war. 

I come from a rural constituency and for the past one year 1 have 
^ ^ been living in my own village and have almost forgotten the 

existence of the big cities. So far as the agriculturists are con¬ 
cerned the war is very remote: their own problem of bread is very near; 
and what have this Government done for the agriculturists ? We have heard 
that the British Government was good enough to buy up the entire crop of 
cotton in Egypt. I am glad of that, in the interests of the agriculturists 
of Egypt. I heard also in the case of some other colony they had bought 
up the whole crop of rubber or sugar. What is the position of Indian 
sugar? What is the position of Indian cotton and ground-nuts? Have 
the British Government undertaken to relieve us? By declaring us a 
belligerent country they have cut us off from the European countries. 
What have they given us in return? 1 say it is the duty of the Connnerce 
Member to stand up and reply. Has he been able to secure for the 
Indian agriculturist any relief, the kind of relief that the British Govern¬ 
ment has given to the Egyptian agriculturist, to the Argentine agricul¬ 
turist and to other agriculturists except those of India? Why this difference? 
Because India has no political status, because India is bound down to 
the chariot wheels of Britain, they do not care for our agriculturists; they 
will let our agriculturists die, they will let our industries die, but they 
come and say, “We want you to take part in the war.” 

I shall not go much into the question of economy. Sir Muhammad 
Yamin Khan has given some telling illustrations but he pointed out only 
a few cases: he said “Why should you pay people 4,000 and 5,000 who 
were getting only 1,500 and 2,000? I do suggest that it docs not look 
fair that when people are dying in millions, when the war effort is taking 
so much money, any one in this country should get 4,000 and 5,000 a 
month. No. They should take only maintenance allowance and hand 
over the rest, they have any decency in them, why should they draw 
these huge salaries? They disburse to themselves huge salaries but they 
want the poor agriculturist to pay a quarter anna more for his postal 
envelope. With the superfluous money they have been getting for genera¬ 
tions they can pay for this war effort. Their people are dying in thousands 
in London and being bombed, and yet they want to draw 5,000 rupees a 
month here. Why should you not be content with 500 or 1,000 rupees to 
spend upon yourself? If, after doing that, you still want money from 
us, then come and ask for it. We can understand that. But here you 
draw these huge salaries and there are these astounding scandals about 
what is going on in the Government of India. Apparently there is only 
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industry that is in boom in this country and that ‘is the Jobbery in the 
Oovernnient of India: officers are. it seems, created galore. For the 
Home Department they have got four secretaries: one secretary, one 
joint secretary and two on special duty: then you have four deputy secre¬ 
taries—all simply for putting us in jail. Why do you want to have so 
many officers for merely sending us to jail? Then, there is the Informa¬ 
tion Bureau. Numerous ])eople are appointed for what? To suppress 
information: that is the Public Information Bureau! Then to censor the 
press, every press must have a separate officer; and you go on creatang 
officers in the name of the war. In the name of war, all this loot is being 
carried on and I say this loot must slop before you can come with any 
face to this House and ask for money. 

I heard yesterday that in Madras you have raised 56 lakhs in the war 
fund and that a further two lakhs has been transmitted to London. I'he 
Finance Member has come down and said “We have no money for the 
war”; but he has never contended that England *is short of money for 
war. England may be short of shi])s: she may be short of mechanical 
transport; she may be short of other things, but she is not short of money. 
Why do the Government of India permit the collection ot money for the 
war funds to be transmitted to England? They say: “We have given 
the names of districts which have contributed to aeroplanes and fighters.'' 
Yes. That is wdiat you are out for: you want to give us names and to 
take away our money; you give us a name and you take away our men 
and take away everything ot substance. That is the way in which you 
want us to make a war effort. Was it not the proper thing to say: “We 
are lacking in defence, we are lacking in-.aeroplanes, we are lacking in 
other things; and let our provinces raise these stjuadrons of aeroplanes 
and anti-aircraft guns for ourselves." As my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Satyamurti, has said, they are spending huge amounts for air-raid pre¬ 
cautions in Madras: they say aeroplanes will come and bomb us; but as 
he has pointed out, no protection for the day time has been given: they 
may come in day time and bomb us. You say they should not come at 
night. I suggest it is a big huge waste that is going on. W'e do not 
want air raid protection. I am a student of mathematics and I can tell 
the Government that the chance of any Indian dying in an air raid in 
Madras is as much less than the chance of his dying in a railway accident or 
a motor accident or accident of any other kind. Is it proper that for 
just this stray chance huge amounts of lakhs of rupees should be spent 
on air raid precautions? No, Sir. Some officials have been appointed 
and they must justify their appointments and in order to justify their 
appointments on 2,0(X) a month they must spend another tw'o laldis on 
blacking out the city lights and coveriing up the motor car lights. They 
have blackened the Marina in Madras and shut off the lights in other places 
and this has led to a great number of motor accidents. I say it is ridiculous 
that because some foolish official has been posted on 2,000 or 3,000 rupees, 
and he must do something to justify his salary; he should be making 
things difficult for motorists and passengers. 

Then, in order to stimulate the war effort we are asked to pay a sur¬ 
charge of 25 per cent, on Income-tax and of a quarter of an anna on the 
postal envelope. Another point about this curious Finance Bill is this: I 
want to ask the Finance Member, who is a student of finance, whether it 
is proper to do what he is doing. He says the amount required is 14 crores 
but he wants a taxation of only two crores. Why does he want it? If it 
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5s a question of making both ends meet, it is ridiculous. But 1 imagine 
there is a reason behind his appeal. This is a mere feeler. He wants to 
bring in the big Finance Bill next March and he is merely preparing the 
ground. Probaldy he is going to heap taxes on us—increase the salt 
duties, alter further postage rates and probably raise the fundamental 
basic rates of income-tax, and so he wants to get tlie minor things off in 
this Session; otherwise I cannot possibly find any justification for this 
Finance Bill. So I say it 'is more or less a fraud upon this House to bring 
in this Finance Bill which does not meet the deficit and which does not 
provide for the whole of the money reipiired. But still he .proposes to 
tax this country. I shall not go further into details. 

We are not here to make minor criticisms about this Bill or about the 
activities of this Government of India. We are out only for the major 
issues and it will be time enough for us to look into details when wo have 
satisfactorily solved the major issues. The Honourable Mr. Griffiths said: 
“Do you want fascism or nazism? Tf you do not want them, do fight 
against it.” But why shoidd it he argued that that was the only alterna¬ 
tive? We could have been a benevolent non-belligerent like the United 
States or other nations. But even after G^reat Britain had dragged us, 
the Government of India could have taken steps to sec that the people of 
India were consulted. Our Leaders have been ))atient; they have 
offered to forgot the insult of being dragged into this war without their 
consent, if even at this stage a satisfactory solution of our political ques¬ 
tions can be found. Referring to the suggestion—it is not proper to call 
it an offer—made by the great leader of my province, that the Congress 
would he glad if a national government can he formed under the leader¬ 
ship of the Leader of the Muslim League, some friends have said “This 
offer should have been made to the Muslim Tjeagne.” Tf they consider it 
a little, th('y will soon see their m'isfake. If the (^ongress had the power 
to form a National Government, it wotdd have been proper to make the 
offer to oilier parties, but today neither the Indian National Congress nor 
the .\Tuslim League is in a position to form a national Government; it 
is in the .powder only of the British Government to constitute a national 
Government, and as my leader said, if the Government were prepared to 
form a national Government, the Congress would have been glad to take 
a subordinate position, if necessary, in the national interests. 


Sir Syed Raza Ali (Cities of the United Provinces: Muhammadan 
Urban); The offer was not made to the British Government; it was 
made to the Daily Hfrald. 


Sir JMCuhammad Yamin Khan; It was in the power of the (kingress to 
make this offer to the Muslim League, and it could have easily made it, 
and then both the Congress and the Muslim League could have made a 
demand for national Government jointly. 


Mr. K. Santhanam: Probably my friend has been only in the Assembly 
and has not been in outside politics, otherwise he would know that as 
long as we have no guarantee that our decisions will be carried out, it 
mil only be a bone of contention. Then, as regards the charge that the 
offer Tiot formally made to the British Government I may say that; 
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if that suggestion had been seriously considered, the formal offer both 
to the British Government, and if they had agreed, to the Muslim League, 
would naturally have followed. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: The Congress and the Government understand each 
other, but I cannot. 

Mr. K, Santhanam: However, as an individual Member I can say 
that if t<Klav the British Government decide to form a national Govern¬ 
ment and transfer real power over defence, over finance, iiaihvavs and 
other subjects, and if they also say they do not want congressmen in tliat 
Government, we are prepared to stand aside and assist the national Gov¬ 
ern! lunit, not as obstrnctors or critics hut as real helpers .... 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Would it in that 

ease be a national Government? 

Mr. K,. Santhanam: We wlio uill be in a majinitv would be quite 
prt'pared to accept their decision'^ Wt* alone can make it national, and 
nobody else. Sii*, tlie fndia}! National C'oagre^s has never asked for any¬ 
thing for itself. Jt has asked ever\thing for the country .... 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Ma\ 1 know. Sir, for whom is the Honourable 
Member speaking? 

Mr. K. Santhanam: 1 am speaking as a member of the Tamil Naidu 
Congress Committee, the All-India ('ongress Coimnittee and as a member of 
llie Congress Ihirty in the Assembly. * 

Sir Cowasji J)ehailgir: With the authority of the Working Committee? 

Mr. K. Santhanam: M\ iriend dues nut listen properly. I started by 
saying that 1 was speaking in my individual capacity. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Then, wdiat value should w'c attach to the 
opinions coming from an individual member sitting on the back benches of 
this House? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: For whom is the Honourable Sir Cow’asji Jehangir 
speaking? 

Mr. K. Santhanam: 1 suppose the value of my statement is not in any 
way less than the iinportanee that attaches to statements made by the 
Honourable Member. Hiis is my individual opinion, and 1 have no doubt 
that the congress (^pinion will also be to the same effect. Sir, we are not 
going to be put off l)y mere verbal phrases. We are prepared to fight 
for the freedom of this country. 

Now’, Sir, I will conclude by referring to a question which was asked 
by my friend, Mr. James. He asked whether if Hitler came to India we 
shall have the same freedom to speak as we do today. 

Mr. F. E. James (Madras: European): My friend, I am sure, does not 
quote me correctly. What I did ask was this. If Mr. Abdul Qaiyum 
had been in Denmark, Belgium or France under the domination of Hitler 
today, would he have had the freedom that he has been given here to ‘ 
speak as he did yesterday. 
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Mr. K. Santhanam: That is exactly what I am answering. All the 
time my friend forgot that l^andit Jawaharlal Nehru is in jail for making a 
speech which was probably more reasoned and much more considerate than 
those made here, that three Members of this Assembly are in jail for the 
same offence. I do not know if it would be much of a consolation to know 
that a few Members of the Assembly, on selected occasions, are allowed 
to speak, while if we speak in the same strain to our constituencies, we 
would be locked up. 1 will not be disclosing any secret if 1 say that we 
are all en route to the place where Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru is lodged 
today. 


Sir, I have tried not to hurt the feelings of anyone and I may tell my 
friend, Mr. James, that in spite of all our grievances, in spite of all our 
differences with the Government, 1 have nothing but goodwill for England. 
Sir, I admire the heroic manner in which the English nation is standing 
up to the dictators. I am, Sir, mu-h moved by the heroic response of 
the people of London against the baibarous acts of the enemy, but you 
cannot play Jekyll and Hyde, play the democratz at Horne and the 
dictator here. 1 suggest to Mr. James it is undignified, it is not worth 
the sacrifice they are making if they do not carry their principles abroad. 
If my friends over there feel that we being coloured people, we being 
Asmtic people, the same principles need not be alied here,'then they 
will know to their cost that ihc coloured people are prepared to show the 
same heroism and the same amount of sacrifice which is displaved by the 
English people. ' 


I am glad to hear that in aircraft production Great Britain is neurino 
panty with Germany, but there is another matter on which they are also 
tiding to get near Germany, and that is in the number of people who will 
be lodged in concentration camps in this country, and you should not be 
surprised if the British Government in India succeed in shutting up in con¬ 
centration camps a larger number of youngmen than Hitler has done, and 
that too much more quickly I do not know if it will be a consolation to 
my friend Mr. James, to know that thousands of people, includiiK? the 
representatives of the people, are shut up in jails today because they had 
th^ courage to express their opinions freely. If it is, I do not grudge it to 

make an appeal to the Government, to the European Members, 
not I JZ ih r reached, and that they should 

fhl A ^ because it does not matter whether 

this Assembly functions or other formalities are gone through T E 
as the mam problem before us is not solved. ^“rougn, so long 

is rnising in Franop^ Hitler 

jugate^ ’ other country he has sub- 


year^HHleFs sucwssots wm spmk”"n%®h another 100 

employ and display the same tv ^«nguage of courtesy which you 

all. he is in the Lys S ^^p? tisiay. After 

ays Which Chves and Warren Hastings were enjoying 
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here, when crude force was the rule, but we do not want mere manners. 
If you want to rule us by subjection, rule us like Hitler. The alternatives 
ior England are to convert herself, into a Hitler or to be a true democrat. 

I hope every well-wisher of Britain and of this country whether Indian 
or European, will help to persuade Britain to know her lot on the side of 
real democracy and real freedom. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Mu¬ 
hammadan Rural): Sir, I would like to divide my remarks into five partk. 
First, I will review the speech made by the Honourable the Finance 
Member which really forms part of the Finance Bill, and I will omit those 
portions which have already been reviewed b\ previous speakers; then I 
will come to the extravagance of the Government of India and make my 
own suggestions, and, later on, I will come to the wrong policy outlined in 
the Bill about taxation, and express my own opinion as to what the real 
policy ought to have been. Then I shall have some general observations 
about the financial arrangements between the Government of India and 
the Eritish Government, and, lastly, I will review the points made out by 
some of tlie speakers on the floor of this House. 

I^et me first take the speech of my Honourable friend, the Finance 
Member. Some of my Honourable friends have already spoken about 
the delay of six months in convening this particular meeting. I wrote to 
the Finance Member some time ago that a delay of six months was un¬ 
justifiable and that he ought to convene at least a meeting of the Standing 
Finance Committee in the month of September. I admit that he did 
convene a meeting of the Standing Finance Committee at my request but 
the things that were laid before the Committee, according to the past tradi¬ 
tions, were only the items included in votable expenditure. While we 
had discussions in the Finance Committee it really reminded me of a story 
of account keeping by an Oxford undergraduate. His father gave him 
£100, and after the term w’as over he asked his son to give an account of 
that amount. The son said a pair of socks 1«. 6d., tie Is., miscellaneous 
£99-17-6(7. We were asked in the Finance Committee to review and criti¬ 
cise the validity of the expenditure of 28. 6(7. but when I raised the questioi’. 
about the remaining £99-17-6(7. we were told that they were non-votable 
and that they did not come within the purvdew of the Finance Committee. 
N’o doubt, our votes were not required in the Standing Finance Committee 
but we can review them on this occasion when we have to vote the 
supplies. 

Mr. F. E. James. Then my Honourable friend should have voted in 
the last Session for the Estimates Committee, which he did not. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I mav tell him that I never opposed an Esti¬ 
mates Committee, but I said that it should not be in place of the Finance 
Committee. I said that we should have both. It was my opinion then, 
and it is my opinion now. 

The second point which I want to raise,—and perhaps I may require 
your ruling some day on this particular question—is this, namely, about 
the contribution from the railways to the general revenue. The Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member said that he has got Rs. 46B lakhs based on one 
per cent, of the capital at large and also a further 79 lakhs as one-third 
of the excess over the first Rs. three crores transferred to the Railway 
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Reserve Fund. I now remind him of the convention of which the 

Assembly sanctioned, and I think it is the duty of the Honourable the 
Finance Member as the custodian of the general revenues to see that the 
'convention is fulfilled. Article 1 of the convention says: 

which shall bo the first charge on the net receipts of the railways. 


Article 2 says: 

“The contribution.shall be a sum equal to one per cent, on the capital at 

charge. plus one-fifth of any surplus profits remaining after payment of this 

fixed return, subject to the condition that if in any year railway revenues are insuffi- 
cient to provide the percentage of one per cent, on the capital at charge surplus pronts 
ip the next or subsequent years will not be deemed to have accrued for purppses of 
division until such deficiency has been made good.” 

This is very important. Whenever there is a deficit, it ought to be 
made good. Article 3 says. 


‘‘Any surplus remaining after this pavment to general revenues shall be trans¬ 
ferred to a railway reserve; provided that if the amount available for transfer to 
the railway reserve exceeds in any year three crores of rupees only two-thirds of the 
excess over three crores shall be transferred to the railway reserve and the remaining 
one-third shall accrue to general revenue.” 


The point that I want to raise here is that the railways are in debt to 
the extent of 37*74 crores to general revenues. The first railway budget 
separated from the general budget was presented in 1925, and during the 
last 15 years the contribution to the general revenues under the convention 
amounted to Us. 108-49 crores of which Us. 41-8 crores was paid direct 
to the general revenue, Us. 28-94 crores on account of loss on 
strategic lines to the Military Department, and Es. 37-74 crores are in 
arrears. The railways have to pay Us. 37-74 crores to us and according to 
article 2 of the convention this amount must be paid first to the general 
revonucs before any amount can be put in the railway reserve fund. I 
do not want to raise it today on the floor of the House. Another dodge 
which the railway administration is playing, because, I will raise it on the 
occasion of the Uailway Budget, and that is. that we are treating the 
depreciation fund not purely as a depreciation fund but as a depreciation 
fund plus a reserve fund, so that this amount may be deposited"before 
the debt to the general revenues is paid. So by this indirect method 
they get something for their reserve fund. I do not raise this point now; 
I will raise it later, but the point that I want to raise now is this. Three 
crores were deposited in the railway reserve fund, as pointed out by the 
Honourable the Finance Member, and T ask him. and I will ask you as 
the custodian of the privileges of the House, whether according to the 
convention of 1924 which I have just read out to the House, the railway 
administration is entitled to take this three crores before they pay their 
arrears to the general revenues. The article clearly savs: ^ 


. . .in the next or subsequent years will not he, deeiped to have accrued for 
purpoee* of division until such deficiency has been made accruep lor 





THE INDIAN FINANCE (NO. 2) BILL 


416 


These arrears amount to Ka. 37*74 crores and until they are paid, the 
railways are not entitled to put down any sum in their reserve fund, 
and these three crores ought to have been appropriated by the Honourable 
the Finance Member from his colleague the Communications Member. 
If there be any other interpretation of the article, I hope, the Honourable 
the Finance Member will lay it before us, but as far as I can see, he 
has proved himself in this transaction a very bad advocate of the tax¬ 
payers of this country. He has let out these three crores and has given 
a donation to his colleague, the Member for Communications, which I 
think, as custodian of the general taxpayers’ money he should not have 
done. If there be any other interpretation of the article of the conven¬ 
tion, then I will ask your ruling as to how far a convention which we 
had solemnly made in 1924 was ignored. When we pass a Resolution 
in this House, not in the shape of a recommendation,—but a solemn 
pledge with the consent of all Parties in the House it ought to be observed. 
Ihcrelore, my first request to the Honoural)le the Finance MeiViher is, 
if these Rs. three crores were taken back to the general revenues, the 
Finance Bill would hardly be necessary. 

The next point that I want to raise is this. They raised the rates 
and fares—fares by one anna in the rupee and rates by two annas in 
the rupee. I thought that they were collecting this amount for general 
revenue in the same manner as they are collecting for the municipalities. 
The whole of this additional tax should be handed over to the general 
revenues to meet the war expenditure. No doubt there was no explicit 
mention in the budget about it. There was no definite understanding 
but it was a tacit understanding, though not explicitly said, that this 
additional sum was required to increase the revenue to meet the special 
emergencies that have arisen in connection with the war and, Uierefore, 
I concluded that the entire amount would be paid to the general revenues. 
To my great disappointment instead of paying this additional taxation 
to the general revenues they have not paid even the three crores of 
rupees which they ought to have paid and they really set it aside for 
the reserve fund against the article 2 of the Convention of 1924. Now, that 
was my first point in connection with the Honourable the Finance 
Member’s speech. 

My second point in connection with the speech of my friend is his 
statement that ‘the scheme for establishing aeroplane factories in this 
country is by no means abandoned’. This is really a very poor consola¬ 
tion. We are now at the beginning of a war which may last five years 
or more and they are still contemplating in this country whether there 
should be a factory for the manufacture of aeroplanes or not. (At this 
stage the Honourable Sir Andrew Clow got up to leave the House) I see 
the Member for Communications is going away. 1 have something to 
say about this Department and should like him to remain in the House. 
I.thought the easiest thing would have been instead of consulting 
Walchand Hirachand and others, to establish a pioneer factory in this 
country. 

Mr. F. E. James: Maj I ask the Honourable Member one question? 
Is he going to refer to me? If he is not going to, then I will go. 

Dt. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I will miss jokes of high order. Instead of 
negotiating with the business men, I think that the Government should 
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here started a pioneer factory of aeroplane manufacture in this country 
at their own expense and then leave to the business men to start aecona 
and third factory, if they choose to do so. We cant depend upon business 
men to start the pioneer factory, unless it is a business propositon, unless 
he sees sure income of ten per cent., a business man will not invest his 
money. We know that the first attempt may or may not be a business 
proposition and nobody will lend the money. Therefore Government- 
should come forward and start a pioneer factory of aeroplane manufacture 
in this country and leave the business men to follow. 

An Honourable Member: Where is the money? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: War loans. Now, the second point that was 
mentioned by my friend, Mr. Saiitli.inani, is connected with the inajiu- 
facture of locomotives. 1 quite admit that an attempt has been made 
to have locomotives of the metre gauge in the Ajmer workshop. They 
are practically ready to manufacture all the re(iuirernents of the metre 
gauge lines in this country but they are still far from manufacturing broad 
gauge locomotives. A number of patriotic arguments were advanced 
from this side of the House. 1 have got the practical argument and that 
is this. We do not know whether it will be possible for us during the 
war to import any engine from outside India, from America or England 
or any other country. So we have a great apprehension that our com¬ 
munications may be seriously interfered with if we do not take timely 
action and start the manufacture of locomotives. Now, my friend was 
saying that if we really want to have an army in 1942, we ought to make 
a beginning now. Otherwise wo will take a long time to train them. If 
the war really proves to be a long war, then there is a danger of our 
communications coining to a dead stop and it is, therefore, very desirable 
that action should be taken now. Therefore, I do beseech the Treasury 
Benches that the recommendations made by the Humphreys Committee 
be given effect to at an early date. In this connection, action should be 
taken, if not to manufacture engines of a very elaborate type, at least 
of simple type. 

Now, the third point to which I would like to draw the attention of 
the House is the amended Neimeyer s formula. I am one of those who 
agreed that the formula ought to have been amended, but it wa.s very 
desirable that the Finance Committee and the Assembly ought to have 
been taken into confidence about the amendments to that particular 
formula. May I remind the Honourable the Finance Member that when 
Burma was separated, then the whole question was referred to the 
Finance Committee which appointed a sub-committee to go into the 
details about the separation of the finances? Now in the question of a 
change in the allocations of grants to the Provincial Governments, it is 
but fair that at least the Finance Committee ought to have been takeiv 
into confidence and they ought to have been told the reasons on account, 
of which the Neimeyer’s award was amended. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: It has not been amended so far as I know. 

The ^nourable Sir Jeremy Eaisman: Not since there was a Standiiur 

finance Committee. ^ 
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Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: The Neirneyer award has been amended. I 
will quote the very words of the Finance Member. He says * 

“Our revised estimate on the basis of the amended Neirneyer formula.” 

This means that it has been amended. Tf Finance Committee did not 
exist at the time of amendment the House existed. So far I have s])oken: 
about the observations the Honourable Member made in his speech. 

Now, I take the second point and discuss the question of extravagance 
in the Supply Department. 1 start with this formula that all your 
services in the Supply Department should be considered to be services 
in connection with the war and we should set an example of self-sacrifice. 
We should really ask tliese people to show that they are patriotic and set 
a good example for the (country to follow. Those who work for the war 
will win our thanks. They will win our good opinion and they will be 
compensated wlien the war is over. Every one w'ho is doing work in 
the Supply Department should ho assumed to be doing some work in 
connection* with the war and should be ready to make some sacrifice. 
Now', this is tlTc tradition which we w'ant to establish in the Department 
of Supply. Mv friend, Mr. Santhanam. has referred to it as the depart¬ 
ment of loot. I leave Honourable Members to draw' then* own inferences 
from this but I will lay before you a fewv facts as to how far it is entitled 
to be called a department of loot. We ought to impress u])(m everv 
one who (‘omes to the Supply Department that he is doing nationaf 
service, that be is doinir service for the country, he is patriotic, he is 
willing to self-sacrifice, he is helping the prosecution of the war and wo 
expect them to make some kind of sacrifice. They ought not to demand 
a salary highei' than w'hat they were drawing. We should not expect 
them to be out of j)ooket. Every one cannot do it. But at the samo 
time they should not demand higher salaries that they were getting. 
Now as far as T can make out from the papers, Mr. Jenkins is the only 
olheer in the whole of the Supply Department wdio refused to take any 
extra allowance though it was offered to him, and we have great respect 
for his sacrifice. 

Mr. J. Ramsay Scott (United Provinces: European): I think Colonel 
Wo<xl also. 

Dt. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: .... and J wish to thank every oMieer in- 
that Department, if he followed the noble example of Mr. Jenkins. 1 
want tliat every oHieer, Indian and European, Hindu and Muhammadan^ 
should follow this example and should show some kind of sacrifice to win 
our gratitude and the thanks of the country and give up war increments. 
I am not going to say on the floor of the House what salaries they were^ 
getting before and what they are getting now^• the Honourable the Finance 
Member has got a very efficient Secretary and a very efficient Deputy 
Secretary, he has got very efficient staff under him and if he simply 
asks one of his subordinates to prepare a chart showing what salaries they 
were getting before they joined the Supply Department and what salaries 
they are getting now, he will judge for himself bow far their salaries have 
been put up on account of their services for the war and how many of 
them are away from self-sacrifice. This is a thing which I suggest only 
for the satisfaction of the Finance Member himself, but what we want 
to press on this occasion is that all those persons who do the w'ork of 
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the Supply Department and do not demand any increase in their old 
salaries should be thanked for their sacrifice and for the services to th«i 
country which they are making and this is the example which we want 
to establish. Now this is the first point I want to take up. 

The second point in connection with the war supply I want to take 
up is the manner of recruitment. I can understand that the Supply 
Department must have a very efficient .staff, but they ought not to have 
been recruited through the ‘National Service Committee’. We established 
a National Service Committee for an entirely different object in connec¬ 
tion with the rec.riiitinent of Anglo-Indian soldiers but this was not intended 
to recruit persons for the Supply Department. T think their recruitment 
ouglit to have been, like recruitment in other offices, thi’ough the Public 
Service Commission and that Commission is the proper body to recruit 
such men. if these recruiimentp were made through the Public Service 
Commission according to the requirements of the Supply Department 
then some of the complaints we now have and whicli I am goi-icr to ex¬ 
plain further later on in my speech could have been avoided. Evervthinff 
depends upon the SeJeetion Comn.ittee. Whonovor there is nny appoint^ 
menfc goins in the Supply Department, every Indian, every Briti^sher 

that these clianees are not of equivalent merit because the selection Com- 
miUoc IS so selected that non Aiiglo-In.lians here have little chance. Hence 

a good 

clJuLii/r;rrr tts <» 

was raised before the Standini/ PinA P coinnnttee. TJiis question 

the becrotury lor Comm 

the beiectiou Committerrd every el im^ 

Department other than thw <' . ^ ttiat is appointed by a 

Muslim on the Selection Commiul*"buriirthi always a 

was not a "single Muslim and i drew •.! J I Committee there 

the Leader oi the House b tbi f attention of the Honourable 

ment was made tho igh a pro 8PP°»l- 

It IS absolutely necessary that on tl,o « i equivalent value, 

.h.„ .h.„w L a'rr..£“"f r 'r" 

suggest, members of a cominittee will Ln , i ^ 

told by the pro-Vice-Chancellor of fh at impartial, but I was 

twelvelandLtes and on" l^^is out 

one of the best candidates. Sir, I see no iustificatlnT"®'^ he was not 
altogether. Now mv friend the Wol ^ ignoring this thing 

is anxious to attlnTl 

those points which concern him and then T ^ better take up 

Department lateror ^ ^ Supply 

*he1lut S.lTifolraTdy^Z'^^^^^^^ adjournment on the floor of 
other alternative’ burtfe^lt TuV mM"?- 
to the pointe which I intended to br°nT out 


of this motionlor''ad7o“uimmenr"si? llaveTot twlir 

Cue IS that the person who should be the iud|: ora%SX\e*;orrht 
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nOfW become a party to it. We know very well that the Governor General 
in Cou^icil really means, as far as railway matters are concerned, the 
Communications Member. So he will practically be the judge on the 
entire report, but when he commits himself to the issue, then T think it 
is not fair, lie is perfectly right to express his own opinion which he 
did express on the floor of the House but the point which I do object to— 
and this was not very clearly brought out in my wording of the adjourn¬ 
ment motion—is that he said, “and I feel sure that this Conference will 
agree with my view, etc. ” Now, there he is practically giving an order 
to his subordinates to express their opinion in the manner he likes. That 
is unfair. Sir, I believe that there the Honourable Sir Andrew Clow’s 
opinion is based on misunderstanding. What right has he got to influence 
his subordinates to convass and a.^^k them to vote for and agree with his 
view? Both of us should have equal chance. 

Mr. M. A. Jlnnah: Because they are his subordinates. 

Dt. Sir Ziauddin Alimad: But the. decision of the Government of 
India will he based on the opinion of these subordinates of his and there¬ 
fore he now asks his subordinates to express their opinion in this parti¬ 
cular way and on the opinion of the subordinates the Governor General 
in (Council will issue his orders in the manner in which he has already 
formed his opinion and in the manner in which he has given his orders to 
his subordinates . . . 

Mr, M. A. Jinnah: Whom do you want to decide? 

Dt. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Since the Communications Member is a 
party, I have no other alternative but to request the Goveniinent to 
appoint somebody else to review this particular report—say the Home 
Member, or the Finance Member or the Secretary for Defence but cer¬ 
tainly not a person who is already a party to it. 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) 
resumed the Chair.] 

My second grievance is that he has not correctly represented the views 
of the Muslims. We never wanted that incompetent Muslims should ever 
be promoted; all that we wanted was that the promotion of Muslims should 
not be stopped because he is a Muslim. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member is now discussing a motion for adjournment which has been dis¬ 
allowed. A great deal of latitude is allowed in discussing a Finance Bill 
but the topic which the Honourable Member is now discussing really goes 
outside the limits even of such latitude. 

Dr. Sir Ziduddin AJun&d: Now, I say that the promotions are given on 
the consideration of seniority or of efficiency, then this principle is selected 
in such a manner that it affects Muslims always. I once said on the floor 
of the House, “call a spade a spade*' and tell frankly that in promotion, 
the principles of seniority and efficiency are selected in a manner that 
Muslims may not be promoted. I said this on the floor of the House to his 
predecessor. However, I will ^eek aoipe Other opportwity to discuss this 
particular question. 

I now come back to the manner of recruitment in the Supply Depart¬ 
ment which I had taken up. As the recruitments are not made through 




420 


LBGISLATIVK ASSEMBLY 


[12th Nov. 1940 


[Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad.] 

the Public Service Commission, what is the result? The result is what it 
•ought to be. I have got before me a list of the officers of one section of 
this Department. There are 43 officers out of whom only five are Indians 
and the remaining 38 are Europeans. I think the manner of the recruit¬ 
ment in the Supply Department is chiefly responsible for it. They ought 
to recruit in the same manner as they recruit for the other Departments, 
namely, through the Public Service Commission. They should set forth 
lu ir requirements, ask the candidates to interview and select the best 
men who may be found to be suitable for their purpose. If they adopt this 
method, then the present complaints that exist will probably disappear. 

The next point that I wish to take up in this connection is the associa¬ 
tion of what we call the liiaison officer and the advisers. Now, this proce¬ 
dure is not very desirable and I am v«^.ry strong on these points. I pressed 
this point on the last occasion and I will always press it whenever an 
opportunity arises that we should not associate in the Supply Department 
any business men. One successful hiisiness man in the presence of several 
Members of this House said the other day that all business men are selfish. 
Perhaps he used a stronger word. I have got his own words with me. He 
said: “A business man is never honest." He is always for himself: he 
docs not care for war or peace or anything else. He really wants money 
for himself. Once T was travelling in a railway compartment and a business 
man from Cawnpore was telling in my presence: "Long live Hitler". T 
asked him: ‘Why are you saying this?’ He said: "T pray for Hitler’s life 
every day. Since he has started the war, our industries are flourishing 
and we are getting more and more money." T said that we are suffering 
from privations and more taxation, whereas these business men are getting 
more money on account of this war. So, these business men have a 
special mentality. They always care for themselves: they never care for 
anybody else. As long as their pockets arc full, they do not mind if the 
country goes- to dogs. That is not my view but that is the view of a 
business man. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: What is your view? 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I am coming to that. 

Now, Sir, business men say that they are doing a great service to the 
Supply Department because they give their time and are helping them in 
making their purchases. The facts are just the reverse. In fact, we are 
showing them a great favour by placing orders in their hands: they are 
doing no service to us. The Supply Department may shelter their mis¬ 
takes under the excuse: "We want the co-operation of the business men". 
The co-operation is always there. There is no dearth of co-operation. If 
you to place orders, every business man will begin to co-operate with 
you. There is no difficulty about that. But the dangers which I point 
out are these If you have a business man associated with the Supply 
Department, then he will know the secrets of the other factories and other 
business men and as soon as the war is over, he will be placed in a position 

If ^ ^ til'® discussed 

It at the time of the Finance. Bill and I then quoted from the paper 

If support of my argument. My second argument is that when¬ 
ever you ask a business man to give contracts, he is sure to give contracts 
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to all those firms in which ho is interested and from which he gets commis¬ 
sion eitlier officially or unofficially, either openly or secretly, and he will 
vote for no other person. On this matter I have got practical experience 
of my own which 1 do not want to relate on the floor of the House. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (I.eader of the House): 
None of tho alleged business men with the Supply Department have any¬ 
thing to do with the placing of contracts. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Then, what are these Liaison officers? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: 1 have explained 
several times on the floor of the ITouse what these Liaison officers arc. 

Dr. Sir Ziauudin Ahmad: Are you not purchasing your things on the 
advice of these Liaison oflicer^? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: T have said that no 
business man associated with the Supply Department has anything to do 
with the placing of contracts. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May T ask whether these Liaison officers and 
advisers arc business men or not? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: They are business 
men, and I pointed out that with the exception of two, who relate to indus¬ 
tries in a special position, all of them had been selected on the advice of 
the industries concerned. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: You go in a round about \^ay. Are they or 
are they not business men? 

The Honourable Sir Zafullah Edian: I have said they are. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: If they are business men, then you place your 
orders either on their advice or according to their choice, and this is just 
the thing to which I object. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Contracts are not 
placed under their advice. 

Dr. Sir Ziauudin Ahmad: That is absolutely trying to deceive the 
opposition. We were told on the floor of the House repeatedly by the 
Leader of tho House and in the other Chamber by ... . 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: May I ask the Honourable Member if he would 
rather have the advice of a Professor of Mathematics? 

Dt. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: T think a Professor of Mathematics will cer¬ 
tainly give an honest advice, but a business man will always give an inter¬ 
ested advice. I have no axe to grind but people like Sir Cowasji Jehangir 
and other business men have their personal interests to look after. Their 
advice is always for the industry in wLich they are interested. I can be 
exposed by any Member of the House. And I challenge any Member to 
tell me if I have ever derived any benefit in any transaction during the last 
ten years. 
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Sir Cowasji Jehangir: There was no insinuation of that sort at all. I 
simply asked whether the Honourable Member would rather prefer to have 
a Professor to advise on these matters. Instead of recruiting business men, 
would you recruit a Professor? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: My reply is that he may be a professor or a 
representative of labour or he may be a civilian or anybody else, he must 
be an honest man. That is my only condition. He must have no axe of 
his own to grind. You have got expert men associated with the Indian 
Stores Department and they can give you enough help in connection with 
the purchases, the quality of the materials and the place from which you 
should purchase them, it is not necessary for the Supply Department to 
add Liaison officers and advisers. 

As regards the point raised by the Leader of the House that these 
Liaison officers are selected or elected by the industries themselves, I have 
heard enough of it and I knov/ how they are selected. There is one parti¬ 
cular man who is already appointed and everybody knows that he will be 
the Liaison officer. So, everybody will have to bow before him in order to 
get orders in that particular industry. I know this definitely and if my 
friend will challenge me, T can even mention.such names on the floor of the 
House. But I think it is not desirable to di.scuss the personalities on the 
floor of the House. I wish to confine myself only to principles. 

The point which I wanted to press is that in the Supply Department for 
the purpose of purchases we should not have any Liaison officer; we should 
not have any adviser; and we should not have any representative of the 
industries whether elected or selected or nominated in any form whatso¬ 
ever. There ought to be a simple method and that simple method is that 
there should be a Supply Department consisting of honest Civilians. What¬ 
ever other persons may say about these Civilians, T can say this abo\it 
them that there is hardly a Civilian who does not jt'alonsly guard the good 
name of the brotherhood to which he belongs. They should emy)loy perma¬ 
nent officials who cannot afford to he dishonest. Thev cannot afford to do 
a thing which will really expose them and ruin their career for ever. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member can continue his speech tomorrow. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday 
the 13th November, 1940. 
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The Assoiubly met in (lie Assembly ('1)}mii)er of the Council House 
^it Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur 
Bahim) in the Chair. 


STARBEIJ QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
{a) Oral Answers 

Imports and Consumption of Indian Coffee in the United Kingdom 

61. ’•'Dr. F. X. D«Souza: Will the Honourable the Commerce Member 
’be pleased to place on the table of the House a statement showing : 

(a) imports, and 

(b) consumption in hundredweights of Indian coffee in the United 

Kingdom during the calendar years 1936, 1937, 1938, 1939, 

together with the percentage to total consumption? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: With 

your pei'iiiission, Sir, I ])roj)Ose to an<v\(‘r (pie^iions Nos. (d and 62 togetlv r, 

I lay on the table of the House statements containing the informa¬ 
tion required so far available. 


Statement showing the imports of Indian Coffee into the United Kingdom during the years 

1936 to 1939. 


Year. 


Cwts. 


1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 


78,670 

22,674 

32,808 

79,829 


.Home consumption of Indian coffer in the United Kingdom during the years 1936 to 1939. 


Year. 

1 

Per cent, of con¬ 
sumption of 
Indian Coffee to 
Cwts. total of coffee 

in United King¬ 
dom consump¬ 
tion. 

1936 . 

. 

37,689 11-5 

1937 . 

. 

34,746 10-9 

1938 . 

. 

30,021 9-6 

4939 (January to ►it'iJciuber) 

( 423 ) • 

. 38,680 Not av'ailable. 

A 
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atitement showing the expenditure incurred on the Mian Goffee Market Expansion Board. 
London, during 1936-37 to 1939-40. 



On 

salaries. 

Ou 

propaganda. 

On other 
items (such 
as contin¬ 
gencies, 
etc.). 

Total 

expenditure. 


1 

‘■i 

3 

4 

1936- 37 (Actuals) . 

1937- 38 (Actuals) . 

1938- 39 (Actuals) . 

1939- 40 (Estimates) 

297 ' 

711 1 

760 ! 

76r* 

220 i 
2,001 
1,876 ! 

2,925 ! 

1 

174 

420 

412 

410 

691 

3,132 

3,048 

4,100 


Ui, K. Santhanam: May I know if the stat-einent contains the pro¬ 
portion of Indian and non-Indian coffee consuTued in the United Kingdom? 

Tile Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: Yes, 
Sir, it does. 

Expenditure by the Indian Coffee Cess Committee on Salaries and* 
]^0PAGANDA Activities of the I^ondon Market Expansion Board. 

f62. *Dr. r. X. DeSouaa: Will the Honourable the Commerce 
Member be pleased to lay on the table of the House a statement showing 
the expenditure which was incurred by the Indian Coffee Cess Committee 
on: 

(a) salaries, and 

(b) the propaganda activities of the London Market Expansion 

Board during the calendar years 1936, 1937, 1938 and 1939? 


Rise in the Salary of the Director of the London Market Expansion 

Board. 


63. *Dr. P. X. DeSouza: Will tlie Honourable the Commerce Member 
be pleased to state the reasons why the (rovernment of India sanctioned 
a rise in the salary of the Director of the London Market Exprmsion Board 
from je450—500 in 1935-36 to £750-^00—850 from October 1030, in 
spite of decreasing sales and diminishing revenue and vastlv reduced 
propaganda activities? 


The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: The 

Honourable Member bases his question on certain assumptions which 
are really for the consideration of the Indian Coffee Cess Committee As 
hr as Government («ro awaiv the C.mmiittee have reviewed tin* position 

ffovernment sanctioned the appointment in 
1030 they were satisfied that the experience gained bv Mr. Oliver as 
Director and the contacts made hy him would be useful to the Indian 
Coffee Market Expansion Bo.ard, T.ondon, in its progr amme of activities. 

fFor answer to this question, see, answer to question No. 61. 
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and also that the revised scale of salary offered to him was not more than 
the salaries generally drawn by other officers having similar duties and 
responsibilities in the United Kingdom. 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza: Am T to understand that the decision arrived at 
by the Indian Coffee Cess Committee is not open to revision by this House 
or by Government? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: (lov- 
ernmeni sanction the recommendation, and, therefore, it is open to 
Government to review it. 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May 1 know whether the Coffee Cess Com¬ 
mittee sends its budget and any annual report to Government? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Yes. 
Sir, it does. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Are those accounts audited by Chartered 
Accountants? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: I think 
they are audited. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Will Government lay their report before 
the House or circulate it among the Members? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: I am 

prepared to have it either circulated or laid on the table. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: And also a report of the Tea Cess Committee? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: That 
does not arise out of this question. 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza: Are Government aware that at the present moment 
there is absolutely no propagnuda work to be done in London, and yet a 
high salary has been sanctioned and is being paid to the Dire(‘tor of the 
London Market Expansion Board? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: I am 

not aware that tliere i.s no j)ropaganda ^^•ork necessary. Gn the other 
hand, this question has been considered both by the London Committee 
and by the Indian Coffee Cess Committee, and they have, I believe 
with one exce])tion, come to the conclusion that the work is necessary. 
My Honourable friend knows who the exception is. And the matter has 
hecai further strengthened, I understand, by a communication from the 
High Commissioner who strongly recommended the continuance of this 
'vork in London. 


Mr. K. Santhanam: May I know if the office of the Coffee Expansion 
Board in London has escaped the bomba? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: So far 

I have no information to the contrary. 

A 1 
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Expbnditueb by the Indun Coffee Cess Committee on Propaganda 

Aotititibs in India. 

64. *Dr. F. X. DeSouaa: Will the Honourable the Commerce 
Member be pleased to state the expenditure which was incurred by the 
Indian Coffee Cess Committee on propaganda activities in India during the 
calendar years 1936, 1937, 1938 and 1939 and the resulting increase in 
consumption during those years? ^ 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

I lay a statement on the table of the House showing the expenditure^ 
inciured by tlie Indian Coffee Cess Committee on propaganda activities 
in India during the years 1936-37 to 1939-40. No authentic information 
is available regarding the total quantities of coffee consumed in India but 
the ;iUe iition nf the Honourable Meinher is invited to pages 61 and 108 of 
the Itoport on the Marketing of Coffee in India and Burma compiled by 
the Agricultural Marketing Advist r to the Covernment of India, copifs of 
whicli are available in tlie T/ibravv of the Ho\ise. 


Slatfmfnt showivq expenditure on promotion of sale and increase in consumption of coffee 

in India. 


Year. 

1936- 37 

1937- 38 

1938- 39 

1939- 40 


Rs. 

35,043 

45,453 

50,220 

95,830 


Mr. N, M. Joshi: Sir, in view of the fact that there are only four 
figures in the statement, may I request the Honourable Member to read 
out the figures instead of laying them on the table? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A, Ramaswami Mudaliar: I am 

perfectly willing to do so, if it will interest (he Honourable Member 


Statement showing expenditure on promotion of sale and increase in cons^tmption of coffee 

in I)idia, 


Year. 

1936- 37 

1937- 38 

1938- 39 

1939- 40 


Re. 

35.043 

46,453 

50,220 

96,830 


Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Do Covernment encourage the consump¬ 
tion of cotfee more than of tea? ' ^ 


The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar* I shall 

^ Honourable 

bund flKit tlie present Government is very much interested in the en- 
<*ouiagcmcut of the consumption of coffee. 




in the export 


The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A Ramaswan 

not got tlie figures, but probably not this vear. 


Mudaliar: I have 
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Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar: Of the expenditure incurred. n\\\y 
I know how much hn^ ))cen spent in foreign countries, and how inu(d\ in 
Tndiii? 

The Honourable Dlwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaawami Mudallar: The 

whole of this expenditure that \ read out was for pro[)aganda in India. 

Qaai Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: The Honourable Member did not 
read out the resulting increase. T heard only the expenditure. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: I have 
referred the Honourable Member to the report of the Agricullural Mar¬ 
keting Adviser. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: I’he Honourable Member Mar not 

laid liLinrc-, on llio l:d)Ic. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: They 
are not exactl\ in the for:n of figures. They an' reallv a statement of 
various increases in various fiarts, and the report wi>l contain a full state¬ 
ment on the subject. 

Mr. T S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar: Are (lovernment satistied that itie 
expoit of coffre* is coniincusurate with the expenses that we make in 
foreign countrios b\ way ('f propaganda? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: I'ri- 

uiarily it was left to the Coffee Cess Committee wliich contains all the 
planters and exporters interested in it and who are paying this cess out 
of tlieir exports to consider that, and Government on a review r'on.sidercd 
that tlieir recommendation was such that they should accept it. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar: Have Governmont considered this 
matter? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Most 
certainly; and correspondence has been exchanged between Government 
and tile Coffee Cess Committee, to justify every item of expenditure. And 
T ma\ say further that thi^ year the expenditun' has been reduced as a 
result of correspondence between Governrrient and the Committee. 

Creation of New Industries or Workshops on Permanent Basis and 
Government Subsidy thereon, 

05. ♦Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce 
Member be pleased to state if any new industries or workshops have been 
created by Government or private concerns for the permanent benefit of 
India (not for war purposes) after the war? If so, which and where? 

(b) What kind of help or subsidy is being given by Government to such 
private concerns, and what is the cost of those, if any, started by Govern¬ 
ment? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Six A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: My 

information as to industries started during the war otherwise thau for 
war purposes is necessarily incomplete since the subject of Industries is 
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a rrovincial one. I am making enquiries and will lay the result on the 
table of the House in due course. If the Honourable Member wishes to 
have information about the industries which liave been started for war 
purposes but wliich are e\j>eeted to hnd a market in India or abroad after 
the war, I would suggest that he should ])nt down a question on the 
subject to my Honourable colleague in charge of the Supply DepartTnent. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalral: Is it the present policy of (rovernment only 
to eneonragc these industries and create new industries for war only? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: The 

other dav, re])lving to a debate in this House on a Tlesolution moved by 
rny Honniirable friend. Sir Ra/a Ali, T explained at some length the 
policy of Government for the time being. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: May I know whether any industries 
have ap})liod for any subsidies to Gov-ernment? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: As I 

said, so far as industries vliieh relate to war purpose s aie concerned, the 
question should be addr(‘ss('d to my Honourable friend, the Supply 
Member. 

Mr. Manu Subedar; In vicsv oi the uncertainty in the minds of the 
business community as to the nature of the assistance which the Govern¬ 
ment of India will rcuulor to private enterprises not connected with the 
war, will Government make an effort to ennneiate. the kind of assistance 
wbieb the (Jovernnienl of India.—not the J’rovincial Goveniments,—are 
pre])ared to give? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Only 

the other day , in reply to a non-oiheial Resolution, 1 made a long state¬ 
ment on llie subject which 1 trust the Honourable Member will, if not 
already at loa.st hereatter, do me the courtesy of perusing from reports 
in newspapers. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: Is the matter of giving subsidies 
to industries a subject tor tin Conuneree Department or the Supply 
Department? ^ 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: That 
depends upon the nature of the industry for the time being. If it relates 
to a war purpose, it is the concern of rny Honourable colleague. If it 
relates to an ordinary purpose, it will come under the charge of the 
Commerce Department. 

-T* S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: Have Government divided the 
industries into those for war purposes and those for non-war purposes? 

IJresident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahun): The Honourable 
Member has said that there are industries relating to war purposes and 
some which do not refate to war purposes. 
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Personnel of the Roger Committee from Overseas Dominions and 
States and its Mission. 

66. *Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Ghaudhuiy: (a) Will the Honourable the 
Leader of the House please state the personnel of the Roger Committee from 
overseas dominions and Statres? 

(b) Do they all belong to permanent service of their respective 
dominions and States? 

(c) What are the names of India’s representatives on the Committee? 

(d) Do they all belong to Indian Civil Service? 

(e) What is the mission on which the committee has come? 

(f) What are the advantages India is going to derive from this 
Committee, and who is paying the expenses of the committee? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zairullah Khan: (a) A list of the per- 
eonnel of the Ministry of Supply Mission and of the delegations to the 
Eastern Croup ('onference is placed on the table of the House. 

(b) No. 

(c) Reference is invited to the list referred to in the reply to (a) above. 

(d) No. 

(e) The attention of the Honourable Member is drawn to the Prefes 
Note, dated 2nd September, a copy of which is in the Library of the House. 

(f) (i) The advantages are set out in the Press Note referred to above. 

(ii) Tlie expenses of tlie delegations and the Ministry of Supply Mission 
are being met in i)art by the Governments which they represent and in 
.part from Indian Revenues. 


Commonwealth of Australia Delegation. 


Leader — 

The 

Honourable Sir Walter 

Massy-Greene, 

{Delegates — 

Mr. 

N. 

K. S. Brodnbb. 



Mr. 

H. 

R. Gollan, D.S.O., 

M.C. 


Mr. 

A. 

V. Smith. 



Mr. 

T. 

Donaldson. 



K.C.M.G. 


^tertiary — 

Mr. J. L. Knott. 


(Ltaddr — 

The 

Ddegatti — 

The 

Mr. 


Burma Dbliqation. 

Honourable Sir Paw Tun, A.T.M., Bar-at-Law. 

Hon’ble Mr. J, Baxter. 

A. H. Seymour, I.C.S. 


Secretary Adviser — 

Professor C. G. Beasley, F.G.S., F.R.G.S. 


Ceylon Delegation. 


Joint Lead ere — 

The HonoutRble Mr. H. J. Haxham, C.M.G. 
The Honourable Mr. G. C. S. Corea. 


^ecfttory Adviser — 

Mr. D. H. Balfour, Ceylon Civil Service. 
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CiYLON Delegation— 


Assistant Secretary — 

Mr. N. U. Jayevvardena 


Leader — 

Delegate — 
Advisers — 


E\st Africa Dei.egation, 

Sir Philip Mitchell, K.C.M.G.. M.( . 

Major the Hon’ble F. W. Cavendish-Bentinck, M.L.C. 

The Honourable Mr. G. F. Clay. O.B.E.. M.C,. M.L*.0. 
The Honourable Mr. J. B. Pandya, M.L.C. 

The Honourable Mr. J. H. McQuade. M.L.C. 

The Honourable Mr. B. V. Stone, M.L.C. 


Secretary — 

Mr. 

Leader — 

Mr. 

Delegates — 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


Barclay Leech man. 

Hong Kong DEIEOAT^o^ 

D. J. Sloas, C.B.E. 

D. L. Newbigging, M.C. 

John Whyatt. 

K. Cock, M.B.E.. A.M.Iiist.C.E.. M.Inst.N.A. 


Personal Secretary to Ijeader — 

Misa. V. M. Witohell. 


Leader- 


Govkrnment of Tndt.a Delegation. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zaftullah Khan, K.C.S.L, Bar.-at-Law* 


Members — 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman, C’.S.I.. C.I.E., I.C 8 
The Honourable Diwan Rahadur Sic A. Rajnaswami Mudaliar 
The Honourable Mr. H. Dow. C.S.T., C I.E., I.C.S. 

General Sir Clement Armitage. K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O 

Advisers — 

Diwan Bahadur C. S. Ratnasabapathy Mudaliar. 

Mr. Frederic Stonei<, O.B.E., J.P., M.L.A. 

Sir Ness Wadia, K.B.E., C.I.E. 

Mr. R, Menzies, C.A. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Maratib Ali, C.B.E. 

La la Shri Ram. 

Mr. P. F. 8. Warren, A.M.I.C.E.. M.I.E. (Ind.). 

Mr. J. M. Smrth. 

Mr. Ainrit Lai Ojha, M.I.M.E., F.R.S.A. 

Mr, Biren Mukherjee. 

Mr. G. B. Morton, O.B.E., M.C. 

The Honourable Mr. J. H. S. Richardson. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi. 

Mr. J. J. Ghandy. 

Lt.-Col. E. W. Slaughter, M.I.Mech.E., F.R.S.A. 

Mr. M. Venkatanaranappa. 

Mr, Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtoolah. 
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481: 


Leader — 

Mr. 11. North Hunt, M.C.S. 

Delegatee — 

M*- W. A. Foil. f.H.K. 

1 he Hoii'hle Mr. Tay Lian Teck, M.L.C. 

Lady Secretary — 

Miss P. North-Hunt. 


Chairman — 


Mint.S lav of Supply Mission to India. 


Sir Alexantier Poxei 


Ai embers — 

Mr. H. Heath, M. 1.Prod.E., M.S.A.E 
Mr. H. \V. I.. Koains. 

Mr. O. W. Stickland. 

Mr. r. Lydall, M.l.C.F. 

Mr. G. H. [.ococ k, ( .M.G 
Mr. P. S. Macdonald. 


Technical Advieere — 

Brij?adier l». H. Ih‘nn. D.S.O., O.B.E.. M.l.Mech.E, 
Mr. F. W. Leake, A.M.l.E.E. 

Mr. H. J. E. Hewlett. 

Mr. S. Oldfield. 

Mr. D. McKenzie. 

Mr, D. Harrison. 

Mr. A. U. Tookov. 

Mr. F. H. Hai ■rison. 

Mr. S. V. Woollo.N, A.M.l.Mech.E., M.I.Prod.E. 

Mr. F. J. Hollies, M.f.M. 

Mr. J. Walkei’. 

Mr. 11. M. Malhevv.s, A.M.I.E., Assoc.E.I.C 

Sir William Burton, K.C.l E., C.S.l. 

Mr. K. C. P. Stuart. 

Secretary — 

Mr. W. D. Tomkins. O.B.E. 

Aeeietant Secretary — 

Mr. J. W. Nicholson. 

Personal Secretaries — 

Miss 0. Hurst. 

' Miss C. E. Chree. 

Assistant to Technical Assistant — 

Mr. A. S. Roger. 


Dominion of New Zealand Dei.eoation. 


R.A.O.C. 


Leader — 


Major-General Sir John Duigan, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O. 
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Delegates — 

Mr. F. R. Picot. 

Mr. J. R. Middleton. 
Major H. E. Erridg^. 
Mr. A. B, Taylor. 
Orderly Officer — 

Lieut. G. Crossley. 


Leader — 


Palbstini Obligation. 
Mr. G. Walsh, C.B.E. 


Secretary — 

Mr. Julius Jacobs. 


Union of South Afhica Delbgation. 


Leader — 
Delegates — 


Major-General F. R. G. Hoare, C.B.E. 

Mr. P. Furness, A.M.I.F.E., M.S.A.I.L.E. 
Major R. Stratford, K.C. 

Major R. Stuttaford. 

Mr. F. J. Fahey. 


General Secretary — 

Mr. C. R. Anderson. 


Lady Secretary— 

Miss Hoare. 


SoTTHEKN Rhodesia Delegation. 

Leader — 

Captain the Hon'lde F. E. Harris, D.S.O., M.P. 

Delegates — 

(Japtain H. Bertiii, K.C., M.P. 

Mr. G. Musgrave, M.I.M.M. 

Lieut.-Col. T. E. Robins, D.S.O., E.D. 

Secretary Adva^er — 

Mr. H. T. Maclachlan. 

( olonial Office Representative. 
Mr. T. W. Davies. 


Mid East Command Representative. 

Lt.-Col. E. G. Cook. 

Netherlands East Indies Rbpresintativis (ObBerveri). 
.Monsieur P. H. W. Sitsen. 

Monsieur H. A. Vreeburg-Burger. 

Monsieur A. Merens. 

Secretary — 

Monsieur C. H Schoch. 
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Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Chaudhury: May I know what is the expendi¬ 
ture which the Governnienl of India are going to incur in connection with 
this Conference? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan: While the Confer¬ 
ence is still sitting, how can J give any figure of expenditure? The 
•Governinenl of IndijC.s eontribution to the expenditure is mainly with 
regard to items of hospitalitx, and that cannot be estimated till the 
Conference lias concluded its work. 

Mr. K. Santhanam: With reference to part (cj, may I know if any 
member of any Delegation or an\ of their advisers have got any connections 
with business intcu’ests in India? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan: 1 am unable to say. 

1 have not made any inquiries. 

Mr. K. Santhanam: May 1 know if the leader of the Delegation has 
got any hnsinc'ss interests in India? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan: I am the leader of 
the Indian Delegation. I have got no business interests. 

Mr. K. Santhanam: The leader of the Dogei Mis'^ion, not you. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan: T do not know. I 
■ cannot say. 

Mr. K. Santhanam: Is he connected with the Callender Cable Com* 
pany, and bas that company any branch in India? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan: .\s 1 have said, I do 
not know. 

Mr. K. Santhanam: W ill the Leader of tlie House kindly inquire and 
let us know? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan: If the Honourable 
Member will put down a question to that effect. 

Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Chaudhury: May I know if there is any Indian 
in the Committee? ♦ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan: I have put a complete 
list on the table of the House. I do not know which ('oinmittee the 
Honourable Member means; but the list contains the names of the 
personnel of the Ministiy of Supply Mission and "of the Delegations to tin 
Eastern Gro\ip Conference including the Indian Delegation. 

Mr. Manu Subedax: May 1 know whether it is intended, and, if so, 
when, to ])lace the ])apers of the dtdiberations of this Eastern Group Con¬ 
ference generally and the activities of the lioger Mi.ssioii in particular 
before this House or before tlie public in the form of a press note? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan: That (piestion hardly 
arises out of this: it certainly does not arise at this stage. 
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Mr. Manu Subedar: ^lay i point out that there is the question—part 
(f;—“what are the advautai^es Jiidi^i is ^^oiiii,^ to derive from this Com- 
initit^c?” It is a specifie question, if th(‘ Honourable Member will look at 
it. I say, I am cmtitled to a re])l\. Tf (lovernmeiit have not made up 
their minds or if they have no intention of publishing these proceedings 
which are being carried on like a punhth hibi behind the scenes with so 
much mystery, then we will draw our own conclusions, but T am entitled 
to a reply. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur lh\him) ■- The Honourable 
Member is making a speech. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: I am pointing out that the question 1 have asked 
is implied in ])art (f) of the question. 

Mr. President (The Honourabh^ Sir Abdur Ixahim): The Honourable 
the Leader of the House has said that question does not arise. I think 
the Honourable .M('ml)t‘r wa?ited to know whether the report wdll be pub¬ 
lished or laid on the table of the House. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Whether any facts at any time will be given to us. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: And 1 added that 
the question w’as premature. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: May 1 know, with regard to part (c), what 
was the system and who w'er(‘ the p(‘opJe taken vas India’s representative's 
and who made that nomination or selection? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: The riovernment of 
India. 

Establishme^^t of a Paper Economy Department by the Government of 

India. 

67 . *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour 
Member please state whether it is a fact that the Government of India 
have appointed a Special Oflicer and a staff to look aft€'r the economy of 
paper used in the Civil Secretariat of the Government of India? 

(b) What is the cost of this paper economy department per annum? 

((^ Have Government calculated whether the economy in paper will be 
sufficient to meet the expenditure of this Department? 

(d) Plas this Department any control of the Supply Department? 

(e) Does tliis officer supervise the economy of paper in the military 
departments? 

171c Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

(a) ^ es; the Controller of Printing and Stiitionefy, India, lias been 

appointed, in addition to liis duties, as Paper hk*onomv Officer, with a 
staff of two clerks and one peon under him. 

(b) The paper economy organisation has been sanctioned for the present 
only up to the end of the current financial year, and its cost is Hs. 354 per 
mensem. 
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(c) The economy in paper is expected to be much more than the cost 
of the organisation. 

(d) 1 presume the Honourable Member refers to supervision in the use 
of paper in the Supply Department. Tf so, the reply is in the affirmative. 

(e) Yes. 

tjazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: With reference to part (c), has the 
Honourable Member calculated tlie exact amount of saving or approximate 
amount of saving that will be effected by this Department? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

There has been an estimate of the saving that can be effected as a result of 
recommendations made by that officer, and 1 may tell you that it is many 
scores of times more than the cost I liave indicated in the answer to part 
(b) of the question. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: Several times more does not mean 
anything specific. I want a specific answer whether it will be twice or 
thrice or ti-n times. Havt* \oii got any idea about it? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Six A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

Not in money, but 1 know it will be very much more than any money that 
lias been si)ent on this particular thing. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: What \\ill be the standard to judge 
by if it is not money? How else .shall we know^ how’ much is saved? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

My Honourable friend expects me to sit down and make a total of all the 
paper that may be saved. In that sense I have got neither an exact, nor 
.an approximate estimate, but I am perfectly certain, having perused the 
r( j)ort of this officer and knowing something of the economy that is being 
pursued at his instance and that of thi* Jjabour Department by the various 
other Departments of (iovernment that the saving must be considerable. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May we know if for this additional 
>duty any additional remuneration is being paid to this officer? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

I should like to have notice of that. 

Sir H. P. Mody: How much ])aper does this Department use in order 
to preacK to people not to usi* too much paper 

(No answer w’as given.) 

Complaints about the Treatment of Patients in the Irwin Hospital, 

New Delhi. 

68. ♦Dr, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Secretary for Education, 
Health and Lands please state whether the attention of Government has 
been drawn to the treatment which the patients receive in the Irwin 
Hospital, New Delhi? 

(b) How is the medical staff in the said hospital recruited? 

(c) Do Government propose to appoint a committee of special medical 
officers to look into the complaints against the said hospital? 
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Mr. J. Di Tyson: (a) and (c). Government have seen a reference in 
the press to coiunlaiiits of a general nature alleging unsatisfactory treat¬ 
ment of patients at the Irwin Hospital. The only specific case that seemed 
to call for investigation was made the subject of an inquiry by a Board 
consisting of a District Judge and a senior Indian Medical Service officer 
not connected with the Hospital. Their report is now under examination 
with a view to suitable action. Xo case for an inquiry by a committee of 
special medical officers has been established. 

(b) The information has been called for from tlie Chief Commissioper 
and a re])ly will be given as soon as the informal ion is received. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Mav I know whether the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber is aware that they have in this hospital a system of appointing, as> 
probationers for (raining, students direct from M(‘dical Colleges, and tiles'^ 
recruits are givm sometimes very important operations without proper 
supervision? 

Mr. J, D. Tyson: I was not aware of that. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Will he make inquiries about it, because this 
has led to some very serious cases—one in which a daughter of one of tli^ 
members of the Legislative Assembly Department was killed by wrong 
operation? 

Mr* J* D, Tyson: If the Honourable Member will give me any specific 
instance, I shall be able to have inquiry made. 

M|t«, li^cha^d Kavalrai: May 1 know whether this Irwin Hospital is a 
Government institution? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: Yes. 

Mjr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member tell me if 
there are any regulations for leave as in other Government Departments? 

Mr, J. D. Tyson: I hardly think that arises from the question. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): It does not. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Prohibition of Visitors from entering the Kiivber Pass. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I have received a 
notice of a motion for adjournment from Mr. Abdul Qaiyum, and he wishes 
to discuss today a matter of urgent public importance and of recent occur¬ 
rence, namely, “the order passed by the Governor of the North-West Fron¬ 
tier Province whereby visitors will not he allowed to enter the Khyber 
lass imless duly authorised to do so In the Chief Secretary to the North- 
West Frontier Province Government or the G. 0. C. Peshawar District. 
vide page 4, column 6 of today’s issue of the Hinduafan Times'' 



motion, foe adjournment 

Mas the Honourable Member obtained the consent of the Governor 
General ? 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum (North-West Frontier Province : General): I bave^ 
api)lied through you to the Governor General. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kaliini): I think I have 
made it perfectly clear that it is the duty of the Honourable Member who 
wishes t(j move a motion of adjournment like this to apply himself and 
obtain the consent of the Governor General. It is not my business. 

Mr, Abdul Qaiyum t Last time, Sir, when I was in this House I had 
moved similar motions of adjournment dealing with the tribal areas and 
on those occasions 1 had submitted my application for (‘onsent through 
the Chair, and this point was not at all raised then. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Lahim). I always laid it 
down, and 1 never. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: If the motion is in order, there* is amph^ time. 1 
can forward it myself, because it is hardly eleven now. 

3 

Mr. PresidBnt (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Well, the Honour¬ 
able Member ought tn have done it before 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Then, Sir. it should have been returned to me at 
once by the Secretary of the Assembly Department, if you did not think, 
it proper to forward it. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I have always, 
pointed out and the Honourable Member ought to know it,—it is nob a 
duty laid on the Chair. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan): May I point out in this 
connection that the application was made by the Honourable Membei*- 
himself. The only thing which the Legislative Department had to do is to 
forward that application to the Governor General. It is not that the 
Honourable the President is called upon to ask for permission on behalf 
of any particular Member. Should this little service be denied by the 
Legislative Office to the Members of this House? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahimj): It is not a question 
of a little service at all. The question is one of the proper interpretation, 
of the rules. The rule requires that he should obtain the consent of the 
Governor General. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: He lias applied for it. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): He has not applied. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: I have applied through the President. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: So it sliould be forwarded to the Governor General. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): , He cannot move 
a motion of adjournment unless he has himself ol'taiued the coi^sent of tho 
Governor General. That is quite enough. 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City: Noit-Muliaiumadan Crhan): The 
question of consent comes only when he has to move (lie inotion. He is 
•only asking for 2jermission to move it in tlie evening. ^ on Jiiay lu e ^ . 
out then. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur llabiin) : Has be applied to 
the Governor General ? 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Yes, Sir, through you. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I thought he had 
«applied to me. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): He has Jiot applie<i 
to the Governor General, but he lias .sent a notice to me and with it a re- 
<quest to me to obtain (he (consent ot the Governor General. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: [ can put in a direct application. 

•# 

Mr. President (TIk' Honourable Sir Abdur Itaiiim): Tht‘ Honourable 
Member ought to have done it before. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: I am sorry 1 misunderstood the wliole thing. [ 
Ihought there was an application made* by my friend and sent to the ofiBce. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: The motion just now of my friend is to ask for 
.leave of you to make (lie motion at 4 O’clock if it is in order, and if 26 
Members get iij) in support of it. Between now and tliat lime, he can get 
the consc'iit of the Governor General. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir .Xbdur Bahim): He cannot more 
the motion without previous consent ot the fjovernor General ajid I cannot 
•allow him to move it witliout such consent. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: lie is not moving it. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Jiahim): That is the preli¬ 
minary condition of the juotion . ... 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Sir, I liavc somctliing to say . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I do not want to 
hear anytln'ng more. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: It is a very important point .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): I have heard 
enough. The Honourable Meiuber ought to have liimself obtained the 
consent of the Governor General hefort* asking For leave of the House to 
move the motioji. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum. There was no time for me to do so. It was only 
a quarter to eleven. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Grder, order. 




COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur Kahiiii): I have to> 
announce that under sub-order (1) of Standing Order 80 of the Legislative 
Assejiibly Standing Ordera the following Honourable Members will form 
the Committee on Petitions, namely; 

(1) Syed (ihulam Bhik Nairang, 

(2) Mr. L. C. Buss, 

(3) Sir Abdul Halim Ghiiznavi, and 

(4) Sir H. P. Mody. 

Ac-cordiiM to tlie provision of the same Standing Order, the Leputy 

President will be the Chairman of the Commiltee. 


THE INDIAN SALE OF GOODS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar (Member 
for Commerce and Labour); Sir, 1 move for leave to introduce a Bill to- 
amend tlie Indian Sale of Goods Act, 193P. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur Bahirn): The (jucstion is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Rill to amend the Indian Sale of Goods 
Act, 1930.” 

The motion was ado[)tcd. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: Sir, I 
introduce the Bill. 


THE INDI.W FINANCE (No. 2) JHLL—coah/. 

;Mr. President (The Honourable Sir AMiir Rahim): The House will 
now resume consideration of the following motion moved by the Honour¬ 
able Sir Jeremy Raisman: 

“That the Bill to alter the maximum rates of postage under the Indian Post Ottice 
Act, ]R98, to increa.se the rates of the taxes on income imposed by the Indian Finance 
Act, 1940, by a surchiirgo for tlm piirpose.s of the Central Government, and to* 
increase the rate of super-t.ax payable by companies, be taken into consideration.” 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: AIu- 
hammadan Rural): Sir, yesterday I pointed out that I was going to raise 
five points on the floor of the House. I finished my first point in which 
1 drew attention to the fact that tlie Railways have to ]>ay 37’74 crores tO‘ 
us, and that the three crores now dejiosited in the reserve fund ought to» 
have been appropriated to the general revenues under art. 2 of the conven¬ 
tion of 1924. The second jioint I raised was that the Government should 
establish an aeroplane pioneer industry in this country. Then the next 
point to which I drew attention was the extravagance of the Supply 
Department, and the first question that I raised was about excessive 
salaries. Sir, I have got before me a list of the officers, as mentioned by 
the Honourable Mr. Dow in the other House, and in it be has given the 
salaries of a number of officers up to the 4th March, 1940. I wish the 
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Honourable Member, at least for his own satisfaction, may continue to 
keep up this list; we may probably ask a question later on on the same 
subject. He will be able to find out for himself that at least in some eases 
the salaries paid in the Sup])ly Department are very excessive, sometimes 

times and there are very few cases in which the salaries are reasonable. 
Then the other point I raised was that businessmen under no condition 
should be associated with this Department, and that the permanent staff 
should consist mostly of I. C. S.. officers and officers of the Indian Audit 
service. These men have no doubt got a high sense of morality, and in 
addition they jealously guard the integrity of the brotherhood to which 
they belong. Therefore, I trust that in future either businessmen or men 
who voluntarily offer their services will he kept away and the department 
should be manned by permanent staff now belonging to other departments. 

Then the other point I raised was that it was wrong to recruit men 
through the National Service Committee. In the office of the Director 
ileneral of Munitions (Production Department) out of 43 officers, there 
are only five Indians, and the rest are mostly Eur()])eans, Anglo-Indians 
and so on, and these five Indians bold subordinate positions. Will the 
Honourable Member in charge of the Department rt‘ply me why is it so? 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Dombay City: Non-MubamTnadan T'rhan): What 
is this National Service Committee? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: The National Service Committee w^as created 
i)y ourselves to help in the recruitnuait of Anglo-Indians for army pur¬ 
poses, and they are using this particular organization, w’hich w’as intended 
to recruit nie]i for the army, as Public Service Commission to recririt men 
J'o!‘ this Supply Deparlmenl. Sir, may 1 ask tin* Ilonoui’able the Supj'ly 
IMember whether his supervision is only nominal or real. Has ho e\'er 
looked into these matters as to why such a large number of Auglo-indians 
have been recruited? I think in matter of war supplies he can trust me 
just as he can trust my friend, Sir Henry Gidriey,—I think we are both 
trustworthy. The persons selected ought to be men of proved integrity. 
That I admit. But I think that a person of proved integrity can be found 
in every class of Indinns in this country. It 'is not tlie monopoly of one 
particular community. I hope my Honourable friend in charge of this 
Department wall look into this matter. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Leader of the House): 
What is the specific complaint? May I Jiave^it again from the Honourable 
Member ? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: The specific complaint is this, that in the 
Director General of Munitions Production Department there are 43 per¬ 
sons who liold important posts. Out of these 43 there are only five 
Indians,—two Mnssalrnans and three Hindus. If vou come to the clerical 
section you will find the position to be equally good 

An Honourable Member: Equally bad. 

'i Ziauddin Ahmad : ... equally good from the point of view of 

Anglo-Indians. I wish that this matter should be enquired into as to how 
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these recrmtnientR are made, and what 58 the cause of such enormous 
difference ,n the recruitment, and why this recruitment is made through 
the National Service Committee. 


I take u|t my next point, which is about open tender system. I feel 
Btronp^ly that m the Supply Department we should have open lender 
system. The present system leads to profiteering, wastage and favour¬ 
itism. Tn the case of the open tender system most of the troubles will 
be avoided. But one objection that may be raised is that it may lead to 
the system of combines. But I know there are many methods of meet¬ 
ing combines. You can meet it by ordinance or by other ways. There¬ 
fore, the objection is not a good one. The method I would suggest i.s 
this. Suppose Government wishes to buy one million pencils of this 

type. They should invite tenders, saying that they want one million 
pencils of a particular specification and that they should send their 
tenders. The minimum quantity which they w'ill accept, let us say, is 
50,000. The people have to tender and the tenders should be opened by 
some civilian or by some officer of the Supply Deiiartment and the orders 
should he distributed according to the rates offered in tenders and also 
according to the various nationalities. When these tirders are divided 
into smaller units it is quite ])Ossible to distribute them in a f.dr manner, 
and we \rill ask cpiestions on the floor of the House and the riovemrnent 
should keep a record to answer tlumi. One point is that all the orders 
should not be monopolised by Bombay and Calcutta, but we should 
certainly insist that tliey should be distributed fairly over all the ])ro- 
vinces and not merely restricted to one individual in Delhi who by 
sheer force of personal influence has managed to get some orders from 
the Supptly Department. Tf the system I hfive outlined is adopted, 

these orders will be f<airly distributed and most of the objections thnt- 
we have w’ill disa]qiear. This is my fourth point, that we simnid have 

tile open tetuler s_\<tem. We should not nsk businessmen to order all 

tliese tilings from tlieir friends from wliom tbey get commissitai. T.et 

the tilings be done publicly. Let every one have a chance, even the 
owners of small factories should have a chance to send tenders and get 
business, not in crores and lakhs but at least in thousands. Some per¬ 
son in the Supply Department should look into this matter and see that 
the orders are fairly well distributed both as regards the province and 
as regards the nationalities so that no objection may be raised. 

The next point that I would like to raise—and this is my fifth 
point—is about the development of smaller industries. Tf you adopt 
the system of open tender, then I arn sure that the smaller industries 
will be profited and I wish to ])ress that the Government should adopt 
a policy so that the cottage industries may be developed, and I will 
develop my argument in favour of this now. There are some evident 
advantages from the development of cottage industries. The first is, 
w'6 can get things made with the tools made in this country itself. 
It will relieve the common people wdio w'ill be interested in this war, and 
then it will give some work to those who will pay most for w'ar expendi¬ 
ture. This war is a long war, a war of five to seven years. 

Sir H. P. Mody (Bombay Mill-owmers’ Association: Indian Com¬ 
merce): How do you know? Have you calculated that mathematically? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: My Honourable friend, I assume, has com¬ 
mon sense. I tliiiik it is safer to make arrangements for a long war. 

B 1 



442 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[13TII Kov. 1940> 


[Dr. Sir Ziaiiddin Ahmad.] 

and if the war is finished earlier, we will be on the safe side. But if v^o 

make our arrangements for a short period and the war is prolonged we 

will be in a difficult position, in a position which was visualised on the 
floor of this House bv the principal speakers yesterday but wliieh I do 

not want to dwell upon today. It is very desirable that wo should make 

our plans on a long range basis. The other day I was talking to one of 
the delegates from the Empire countries to the Eastern Group Confer¬ 
ence. He said that it was remarkable how the industries developed in 
his country. T replied that it was equally remarkable that the Govern¬ 
ment had'not really mobilised the resources which we possess in this 
country. I continued that after 18 months all your business which is 
based on American niatdiiueries will cf)mc to a standstill after I'eaching its 
summit because no more machinery will be available to extend the 
business, but we will still contirme to expand and make these articles 
because we produce them by means of country made tools, and country 
made tools can always be produced. In the interests of the war itself 
it .is desirable that the Government should now marshal these cottage 
or small industries and put them on a proper footing so that at a time 
when more materials are required, at a time when these bigger factories 
will not be able to produce the articles because they cannot get more 
machineries to supply, these cottage industries will come to our rescue 
and continue to give us a supply of war materials not only fi>r India but 
for all fronts. It is to the interest of the Government that we should 
look long ahead. In tlvis connection, some persons here and also else¬ 
where raise the question, what is the use of looking far ahead? The 
war is far distant and we should not very much care about it and we are 
not very much intc^rested. This reminds me of a story, and if F ain 
permitted to relate it, F should do so with mv eyes fixed on my desk, 
because 'if T fix rny e^yes on any person, especially Sir Cowasji Jehangir. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: What have T done? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Because you 4iave asked me the question. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: I have never opened my mouth. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Then. F will leave you out. Ff T fix my 
eyes on any person, he will think that I am attacking him. So, I am 

going to fix my eyes on my desk. In the old days there was a town 

called Sahara near Khiva. The king was surrounded by eunuchs. One 
of the eunuchs who was very .popular with the king was made the com¬ 
mander-in-chief of the army. Then the eunuch said, ‘‘My king, what 
is this wrong theory advanced hy the Wa/ir to employ persons of the so- 
called martial classes, such as Kurds and Pathans, etc.? The eunuchs 
can do such a thing as much as anybody else if not better. 

The king agreed to the proposal and the cimuchs w'ere enlisted in the 

army in large number. The Wazir protested. The king of Khiva hearing 
that the army of Sahara consisted of eunuchs attacked them and the king 
asked the eommander-in-ebief as to liow he will fight the army. Ho said 
that they would all go and dance and sing before the army till they got ena¬ 
moured of them and then they would go back, and if they did not do so, 
they will curse them. Ultimately there was a war and the king altogether 
lost the battle. He went to the eunuch and told him; 

** Apka mulk gyn uska iman gya.'* 
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An Honourable Member: Translate it. 


Dr. Sir Zlauddin Mmad: It is not easy to translate the words. Jalul 
;,l,ali u.is ill kiii- uh.) attacked. J'crhaiis the Leader of the House will 
1 ) 1 . able to translate it. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan: The Hononrabb 
Meinher -tive tlie (inolation and he ought to he able to translate it 

Sir Syed Raza Ali (Cities ..1 the rniled-l-ro.lnees: Muhannnadan Cr- 
ball). It means. One does n()t realise one’s own virtue”. 

Zlauddin Ahmad: It Oieims: ‘Von lost y(jui- euunlrv and he lost 

his faith . 


President (llie lionourahle Sir Ahdur ItafniiU' Tlu* Jfoiitnirable 
MomiH-r had hetter on wiih bj.cetdi. !{<■ is ii<t. obikiiig tin* best 
use of his time. 1 he lJunourahle ]\leiiib. r reall\ (;n;^hl to i e more serious. 

Dr. Sir Zi^tuddin Ahm&d: Some [ycr.sons think iliat we should remain 
neutriil. Look at wliat lias happened to l^u lgium and to Holland. They 
were shouting at the top of their voice that they were neutral. Therefore, 

I say that you should not adopt a short-.-lighted policy. You sliould take 
a long view. Nhnv, [ would like to go outside the chain of my arguments. 
There is one important matter raised by the Honourable the Finance ^lem- 
ber in his Budget speech and that is the grant ot one crore of rupees for 
tlu' tiaining of ti'elmieians. I would draw the attention of tlie (.'oimnerce 
Member [lartieularly to this. T welcome tliis proposal to train teclmicians 
at a cost of one crore of rupees and I hiTve two suggestions to offer. One 
s\iggestion is tliat these technicians shoidd not concentrate their atten¬ 
tion on making joints anii hltings of articles of furniture. Tliese schools 
ought to he making all tlie articles which are required for war purposes. 
I approached the i)irector of Technology at Aligarh and asked him to 
draw up a scheme and he has promised to give it very sck^ii. When dis¬ 
cussing he said tliat if we adopted the system of making tools or other 
articles for war [uirposes we shall get at least dO lakhs out of tliis KlO 
lakhs back, in the way of tlie articles which they manufacture. These 
schools would become small centres of industry. To make my point quite 
clear, I would tell you tliat once I visited the Railway w’orkshops at Ajmer. 
Tliere they w ere making a large number of rnotallic circles forming part of 
bridles foi- the use of the cavalry and T thouglit that all those articles 
could ('onveniently be made in these training schools which will be opened 
for the training of technicians. Money should not be wasted. It should 
be utilised to the best advantage for w'ar purposes and you will be able to 
get these things rather cheap. These schools should guarantee to give a 
fixed niunher of technicians and a given number of articles. The second 
point in tliis connection is that permission may be given to these schools 
to admit m'n^tns even if they have not received regular schooling. 

The next point T would like to mention is the question of the division 
of labour. The Army people are perfectly right when they say th^rt they 
are the authority on munitions and if any one of us gets up and gives ad¬ 
vice about munitions then ihey should resent it- They will say that no 
non,-]nilitarv man has any right to give advice on this matter, which is 
their own business. I am prepared to consent to any proposal, which they 
can name, for the preparation of armaments and we will not negative 
their proposals. We will sanction any expenditure that they may incur 
in order to enlarge the production of munitions in this country. But when 
we come to the question of the purchase of civilian requirements, such 
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as food and clothing, then the army people should not consider that they 
are the only authorities on the subject. They have got this mentality 
that only they know everything. We did not object to this in peace time. 
All that they know is that they should purchase certain things to be 
delivered at a certain time and at a certain place, whatever the price they 
pay. Money is no consideration with tliem pi’ 0 \ ided the thing is done 
promptly and at the right moment and delivered at the right place. 1 quite 
appreciate that it is all right in peace time. It is quite i)Ossible that we 
fulfil all their requirements and purchase the things much cheaper than 
they can do. Take the case of ghee. They are purchasing what they 
call pure ghee. It may pass the anahtical test, the chemical test, but 
I can tell them and 1 know very well that what they call i)ure ghee 
is not pure ghee. It may satisfy the chemical conditions \\hen it is 
heated to a particular ttnnpeiaiure with certain chemicals but at the 
same time it is not i)ure ghee. The point I like to emphasise is that 
you can get the same ghee foi' neiirly Jialf the pric-e that they now 
pay, if only they will purchase it through the Civil authorities instead of 
through the Director of Contracts. Why not write to the Collectors of 
Aligarh, Bulandshahr, Etawah and other places and they wall be able to 
get all their ghee at half the price that they now pay. Bo, really you 
should not purchase the.se articles through the Dh-eetor of Contracts. If 
you write to the magistrates and Collectors, I am sure that tliey will pur¬ 
chase in a: much cheaper way than your military people can buy it, wiio 
have no real idea of tlie prices prevailing in the country. In this connec¬ 
tion I liave one more grouse and that is a personal one. By this wrong 
policy which the Government of India have adopted and to wiiich 1 re¬ 
peatedly drew attention, w’c people are suffering. They give the stamp 
of pure ghee to ghee which is really adulterated and what is called syn¬ 
thetic ghee and when we challenge that ghee, they ask: ‘What right have 
you to do so. Wo have got the stamp of pure ghee, and it has been certi¬ 
fied by the Government of India'. So, they cannot be prosecuted. So, 
w^e have to say good-bye to pure ghee and good-bye to all our delicious 
sweets and otlier dishes which we make wdth pure ghee alone. If that is- 
the policy of the Supply Department, tlien they are responsible for this- 
state of affairs. 


Now one more example I will give and that is about the grinding of 
Hour We know very well that we can get flour ground at two annas per 
maund but these army people hirve been giving 8^ annas from 1928 on¬ 
wards. Objection was raised in 1933 and the rate was reduced to 6i annas. 
If only they go through the civil authorities they can get it done at one half 
the price that they are now paying for it. 

An Honourable Member: One-third. 

don? fof reminds me that the thing can be- 

size is th^t if th! I "'““t to empha- 

which thev tt, ^ officers resent our interference in matters in 

the matter of artirW experts, we equally resent their interference in 
tfie inatter of articles m which we are supposed to be experts Thev are 

experts in heir own line, we are experts in our own line so that let us 
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tious Hiid not waste the money in the civil purchases which cun really be 
done for them inorc economically by others. We thus have double 
advantage. \ e leleuse military officers for training soldiers and we pur- 
chase more economically. ^ 

The next point which I should like to develop is that for all these pur¬ 
poses T think It IS very desirable that there ought to ho a Committee of the 
House associated with the bupply Department to give advice on all these 
matters. They are the people who can give advice. It is nothing new 
you hay(‘ got it t.ommittee of the House associated with every Depart- 
menl of tlm (..overnment of India, and why is a Committee not associated 
with the Supply Department, an,i such advi<-e on leclmica! matters and 
other inatti'rs lu which we hsive ^ot a rij.;ht to exvr^^ss our oyjinirm shouhl 
he givLMi, and F think w*f' will give them coniinonscnso o]'inion and will 
thus save tons of money for them. 


An HonOUrabl6 Meitlbdr: itju supyily conimon se nse to them. 

Dr. Sir ZiAUddin Ahmsdl Now [ hnisb this portion of my spf ocli about 
the Siip})ly Department and come to tliis conelusion: 

(1) That we should immediately appoint a ComiuiUee of the House 
to advise them on every thing eomieeted with the Si'o[)l_\ I )e[)arliiient. 


(2) That we should keep as at [iresent a De^iarlment of Supply, man¬ 
ned particularly by the otheers of the T. C. S. 4 Uil 1 the Audit and Accounts- 
Servicc because they are honest and they jealously guard the integrity 
and reputation of tlu' brotluudiood to whi(di they In^long; they should plan 
out the policy hut as regards the purchases themselves, they should all be 
done by the Indian Stores Department and any kind of interference what¬ 
soever of the military side should he dispensed with. The Director of 
Contracts should be sent hack to the military and all these military officers 
should concentrate their attention upon training our war recruits. We- 
do not want them to w'aste tludr time in purchasing gliee and dour. There 
are enough civilians for these purposes. Let them concentrate on the 
training of the soldiers; let them not waste their time on the directorate 
of purchases and over the contracts wdiich is really the work of civilians 
and not the work of military officers. Let everyone do his duty, let every¬ 
one do what he can best do, and by this division (d’ labour w^e can hope to go 
ahead and do something substantial in this direction. As regards the 
munitions, T think T am not an expert, but my (‘oumionseusc view^ is that 
your Director of Munitions should be an export in munitions and T ncvt*r 
thought that you w'ould [lul a railway engineer in charge of munitions, but 
still it is for those military ])co])lc to decide wdiether their work can best 
be done by putting a railway expert in charge of munitions work. It is not 
for me to give advice; it is for them to make np their minds for themselves. 

I have now fmislicd my second point. 

T now come to my third point and tliat is the finarncial control. Now 
the financial control should be in the hands of the Finance Department. 
The Honourable Mr. Dow in his speech in the other House admitted this^ 
fact very plainly wdien ho said on the 6th March, 1940: 

*T will now pass to tho subject of financial control. I have never worked under a 
closer and tighter financial control than I work under at present. I make no objection' 
to this. If financial control is a rod, I kiss it. In fact, I do not mind admitting 
that, if it were not for the closeness and directness of the financial control in the 
Supply Department, I could not possibly hav© got through the amount of work that 
has been got through in these last six months.*' 
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L , ] ,Ill-re is a ileiiuuul to lessen this hnancml control 

Now I of red tape and that it is quite impossi- 

-on the ground that orders through in time. Now 1 am 

ble oi, account ot he ^ 

i-athei' suiiuisrc .i Konourahle tlie Fiiiiiiice Member said that he was 
j'^LlLT/rresliousible for .-dl the e.xpendit.ure of the Supply Department, 
Old I hope hi will continue to he personally responsible for all the e.v- 
penditure of this Department; let him not leave it to any person except 
himself and iiersons belonging to this Department- Now m tact I aas 
thinking of iinikiiig another suggestion in the opposite diret'tion, that i^, 
in respect of lessening llie financial control, viz., that (unerninent ouglit 
to appoint a special C. L D. branch, to look after the working of those 
xilHcers who are not the T. C. S. and Accounts Department and see what 
kind of work they are doing. I have a great trust in these two particular. 
<jlasses of persons hut, certairdy, I think it would be very well if for his 
•own satisfaction at least if not for that of the House the Dinanee Meinher 
iip]ioints a sjieoial (3. 1. D. branch to look after what is happening in that 
particular Dc])artinent—whether it is justifiably called a Department of 
Hoot or whether it is really a J^ejiartment of. Supply. 


Now in the case of tlie Supply Department, it is noii-votable expendi¬ 
ture; tlie pooling of niilitary e.\|.)enditiir(; on the lines nunitioned by the 
Honourable the Financf^ Meinher may he intelligihlo and may he good hut 
there is one very important point to which I should like to draw attention 
nnd that is the system of purchases, that is, purcliases liy His Maj(.‘sty's 
Governinent are a coiiimer(*ial coiuanii and they sliould not be mixed up 
with the expenditure of the Defence Department. Whatever His Majesty’s 
Govenmient nia}' order fjoin Jndia, whatever other empire eonntries order 
from India, they should be supplied on a commission of tliree per cent, 
which we were charging; T do not know whether they are charging that 
.at jiresent, hut I think in last Marcli the Honourable Mr. Dow said in the 
other Chamber tlifrt they are charging a three per cent, commission on all 
(he articles ordered by His Majesty’s Government. I think it is desirable 
lliat we calculate our own costs and then charge them accordingly. It is 
not necessary that we should make a profit; we should supply them at the 
prices at which we purchase them but at the simie time it is not desirable 
that we should have losses. We render to them these services and it is 
but fair that they should give ns only the out-of-pocket expenditure and 
nothing more. I would reqin^st the Finance Member to let the Finance 
Oonnnittee of the House discuss the financial arrangements between the 
Fnited Kingdom and India over these matters. 

And now T shall just make a few general observations:- 

(a) The purchases by the United Kingdom should not be mixed np 
with the Defence Department. Articles may be purchased for them and 
a commission of three per cent., or whatever may come out, may be 
c larged in the same manner as in the case of the empire countries. The 
nr iclo-s should be supplied not as at present at pre-war prices but at the 
'em rent prices. These supplies should be taken as a commercial business. 

TT India should be borne by the 

United Kingdon, .and not by India. 
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) The .■xi-ciHliture iiuMiiv. rl l,y the war liabilities of India alone 
fxuiiiple, eoHstal defenn- or air raid deftaiee should be debited to 
jilonti. 


(d) A coiitribiilion ot one eron*, J 
eonlribnted one hundred crorr-i on tin; 
<■(1 soiin'tfiinj? iiKtiv. Xow tin* ) resent 
on the followin'^ ^m)iin(ls; 


tliink, is a very modest one; we 
f)eeasion of tlie lust \vi»r. T expect- 
Mr*-;in^renients an* open to objection 


(I) We should not b.-ar (ba <-ost due lo ihe lis,- in ,,ri<-as. 

,2) We >ho,ild iK.t mix up tli.- Ileteiia,. uifl, the eoumiei-dal inoldein 
of purehasmo artieles lor His Majesi.x's Coveniim ;it. 

O) The comiuissiou of thr. e per coni Haudd not i.e dispeus,,,! witb, 
12 XooN ^ ^"ab‘rst;mv\ Ibe'e is a pToo<)sal tft dispense 

with t)ns arvan'^enu'ot, ihoiejb no ini otion of it 
has i)een inafle otVicially. 

( tj \(dniile('rs from iMnjiirt* coi'iitric^s .,nd nllit r lomitilts v> ho are 
Mon-Iodiaiis sliould Ih- trained ai the ex^ieiise of llis Majesty’s 
tiovf'i nment and not at tin* exj <-*nst* of the Indian (^lovernment. 
(b) laistly, We slioiild see tliat in the lio\al Indian Navy Volunteer 
lleserve we ^(d a suflieienl number of Indians and not a very 
lar^^^e numlier of non-Indians. 

Now, Sir, 1 have finislnal with the third ])Oint al)ont the financial 
control and I now' take up my fourth point regarding the theory of taxa 
tion. namely, the present Hill. I think that the pireseiit .P>ill is contem- 
•pilating to get more income by means of an increase in the income-tax. 
Xow, this procedure is open to two objections. In the first place, Defence 
is an all-India problem and the people of British India aloni' are biing 
asked to pay for it. Why should not the pc'ople of Indian States also 
pay for it? If >ou collect money by mean.s of the iiv*ome-tax, tin n tlie 
p('Oj)lL* in the Indian States will not be afTeeled and tlie iieople in I^ritish 
India almie will bear the burden. The second objection is that this tax 
falls primarily on jiersons who aix* drawing tixed salaries and on husinf*<s- 
men according to the proportion of their honesty. \ow', here is my 
friend, Mr. Sheehy, wdio has got a long- experi(*nee of the Income-tax 
Department. We have discussed on the floor of the House that business¬ 
men have got three sets of registers, one for tlieniselvi";. one for share¬ 
holders and the third for the Income-tax Officers. 


Mr. J. F. Sheehy (Government of India: Nominated OfficialV. Not aM 
businessmen. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Yes, there are oxeeptiems. This was said 
on the floor of the House, T have got no p('rsonaI expetience of this 
because I am neither a businessman nor an Income-tax Officer. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J, Desai (Bombay Northern Divisions: Non-Mnbain- 
madan Rural): Don’t you think this is rather a sweeping accusation? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I do not knowy but it was said on the floor of 
the House. I said that the businessmen pay income-tax according to the 
■proportion of their honesty. Those who are honest pay the full amount. 
How^ever, these are, the tw^o objections against surcharge on income-tax. 
.Another objection to this proposal is that he has left all the sharks and 
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Why not have a sur- 
Why should >ou have a tax on poor 
Whv sliould you ieave out l)iKger people. Sir, the 


I Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad.] 

^ j • f,.villa to eiitch sinail fish only 

crocodiles and is ti.Mn^ to ^ ... 

charge on the rrohts tax. 

people like ”*.vse.f.' ,r; Jl gr person who is \erv unpopular among 

nmslcffie.euthuiance Men .er r a ! ,„|l,,,.„ea and with the 

nf.”™...,.. t,„.„.. ..... 

be able to earn tlie gratitude of tlie people of Indi. . 

Now Sir, .so far, I bave put down niy negative criticisms. I will 
now mention mv constructive sugge.stions. It is impossible now to get 
more income either from export or from import duties. On account of 
war conditions it is very diflieult to get an income from these two sources. 
But as tho indnstrios aru now developing, we ninst he able to more 
money from them. So. there are only two sources of income. One is 
that the Fiuaiu'e Member ought to nationalise some of the industries, 
the [irofits of wliich should go exclusively to the State. My TIonourable 
friend knows that in Atysore a verv large proportion of the ineome of the 
State is derived from the liydro-eleetrie scheme. The same thing should 
be done by tlie Government of India. They ought to nationalise certain 
industries in order to get more profit. Then, they may have more duties 
of the nature of excise duties. That is another wav by which they can 
get more money. Government always go to the milch cow, namely, the 
income-tax payers, because they have no ropresenti<atives. The only 
representative of the income-tax payers is my friend, the Finance Member, 
himself, because lie also pays the income-tax. We have got a very bad 
spokesman of the income-tax payers in the jierson of the Honourable 
the Finance Member because he never protects their interest because of 
his greed to get more monov for his exchequer: he neglects himself. So, 

I think these persons should not he taxed too much. Every person should' 
he taxed according to his capacitv to pay and not according to the ease 
with which tlie money is collected. T am now closing my remarks about 
tlie Supply Department. 


J now turn to one or two other matters. The first point that T would 
like to touch upon is the system of recruitment for the army. A Resolu¬ 
tion has been tabled on the subject but there is no chance of our reaching 
it. It says that tlie present system of double selection is not at alT 
desirable. At present, there is a selection by the Provincial Cbmmittee 
and later on there is a selection by the Gontral Committee. This is not 
at all desirable. There ought to be one Selection Committee for the whole 
of India. This Committee may tour over the whole of India and it may 
co-opt one or t-wo members in various provinces, although, speaking 
personally, tliere is no necessity for co-option at all. The drawbacks of 
the present system are that, in the first place, we have no homogeneity 
and no common standards. It is very often the case that the candidates 
who are rejected by the first Selection Committee might have been selected 
by the Central Committee. It may happen that one Selection Committee 
in a province may do away with the essential elements which are necessary 
for the recruitment to the army and may send persons who are no good 
for the army. When they come before the second Committee, they are 
rejected. Really speaking, by this double system we will not be able^- 
to get the right type of men. Therefore, this system of doub’e reemif— 
meiit ought to be dispensed with. 
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Ko\y, Sir, as 1 proiiimed to fiiiisli my speech by quarter past twelve 
1 luust bnuK my remarks to a dose. Hut I.eforJ l\ii doL I would 
jus, like to touch upon a few points raised by the different Mernberrof 

un l.cl.alf of the Muslim, hut 1 think I can express mv own personal 
op.iuon on the questions tliat l.ave been raised here. T' do not believe- 
m the diiuands that the (lovcrnrncnt. should eive this and that Hut 
1 honestly he leve that the moment we are fit" to .ovLn no fte can 
stop US. AtkI if wo aro not fit to ejovora, then verbal promises from any 
aulbonty are no «^oo<l to ns. Now, the grant of self-government does 
not dopond so mneh upon the Oov.'rnment as it depends upon my friends 
to luv light and to my left, Congress anti Nationalist (’ongrrss. Tt is 
for these ])ersons rcalK’ to settle Iho differences belween the Tlindus ;ind 


the Mubaminadaris. They can then come to sr>rne comnitm agreement 
and ‘^ay that wo can now govern ourselves. Then and t!,en alone we 
can have self-government. Bv talking alone, we ,*nn never get it. My 
friends of the Congress Party say: “Whv not pvit- this responsibility on 
the l\ruslim TiOagiie?” Sir, whenever there is a difference of opinion 
betWfHui the strong and the weak, the responsibility of non-settlement 
always falls on the strong. It never falls on the weak. Therefore, the 
responsibility of settlement is a]\vays on the strong and never on the weak. 
The question was also raised about the Constituent Assembly and Berno- 
craey. In this connection, T wall again mention tlie parallel example of 
Examinations, which T said on the floor of the House some time ago. 
Tlu' experiment that T am gofng to relate has been made' several 
tim(‘S. The same answer book was sent to different examiners and 
different examiners gave different marks, ranging from 30 to 100. There¬ 
fore, the number of marks, which a candidate .gets, depends upon luck 
as to whom his answer papers aro sent. Then somebody naturally drew 
the conclusion, why not do awav with these examiners altogether and 
give marks to candidates by drawing marks from a ballot box. We know 
that a Constituent Assembly on the principle of adult suffrage wall express 
the same opinion which Mahatma Gandhi will give. Then why not 
ask Mahatma Gandhi to draft the constitution for the whole of India 
and why have the farce of a Constituent Assembly? 


The next thing that I wish to say is this, that this democracy as 
practised l)y the Congress is entirely different from n\y notion of demo¬ 
cracy. I do not understand what kind of democracy the Congressmen 
are practising. They are elected by the voters, and therefore, they are 
primarily responsible to the electorates. But, as a mater of fact, they 
are responsible to another body of men, not a Bictator, but a Board of 
Dictators called the High Command. T can understand a Dictator, 
but I cannot understand a Board of Dictators. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member need not discuss the constitution of the Congress. I would ask 
the Honourable Member not to dwell upon extraneous matters. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I am reviewing only those points which are 
raised on the floor of the House. My idea is that we should have equal 
partnership. Until we have equal partnership, it is not possible to frame 
a constitution for India on Democracy basis. As you, Sir, ruled that 
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I should uot dilate on this point any further, I eoncliule iny speech l>y 
saying tliat our support to the war efforts is there, but our enthusiasm 
will depend upon how far our efforts are appreciated. With these words, 
I resinne my seat. 

Sir H. P. Mody: Mr. Presideul, my Honourable friend, Mr, Sat,\a“ 
murti, fresh from his Alavoral triuiuphs i^egan the debate in a Speech 
characterised by his usual vigoiii- hut liappiix devoid of tlu* passion which 
he often imports into his utterances. He showed a lofty contempt for 
things like the income-tax and su])er-tax In not reh'rring to thrun at all, 
and he put the debate oji a political plane from which subsequent speakers 
found it very difheuit to dislodge it. My Honourable friend began with 
a scathing denunciation of the foreign ])olicy of (Ireat Britain. Here, 
I find myself jnore or less m agreement wiih him. The )a)licy of 
appeasement which began with ]\fanchuria, followed its tortuous couise 
over Abyssinia and found its culmination at IMunich, has resulted in a 
disastrous blow to the power and prestige of Great Britain and to the 
cause of international order and eolleetive S('eurit.\. While the di> tators 
were arming themselves to the teeth, the democracies were bleating of 
peace. They niight as well have tried to preach to the tiger the virtues 
of a vegetarian diet. 

Now, Sir, liaving said that, 1 am afraid, my agreement with my 
Honourable friend, xMr. Satyainurti, ends. He went on to develop hi's 
theme, and that was that Jhigland is not fighting for democracy nor for 
the freedom of smaller nations but merel\ for her own survival, and 
m,\ Honourable friend graciously gave permission to Jhighmd .to tight 
if she wamted to. But he went on to say, if you are figl)ling for vour 
• own survival, why do you turn to us for assistance. T want to ask my 
Honourable friend whether he regards that as the vvi\] issue before the 
countiw today. Are we really being asked to get Great Britain out of 
the mess she has got into, or is it rather the ease that we are ourselves 
up against the international gangsters who in Poland, Denmark, Norway, 
Holland, Belgiimi, Albania, China, Greece and in other places have 
shoun us what sort of fate is in store for those who eorne under their 
domination. Sir, that is not a distant ywospeet which we can contem¬ 
plate with e(pianimity or with detachment. The war is verv near our 
door, and if we are not very careful and if some disaster were to overtake 
the British arms, the war would walk right through our door, and India 
would for ever lose all prospect of that frec'.dom which is within sight 
of her today. I am sure my Honourable friends on the Congress Benches 
realise all this, but they say, addressing England through the Goveriimcnt 
Benches, nou dragged us into this war, you never look our consent for 
it, we are not interested in it, India is not going to got her freedom out 
of it and, therefore, let whatever happen, happen. In other words, mv 
Honourable friends are saying, let the Dictators do their worst, we have 
nothing to lose. Sir, I cannot possiblv subserihe to such a doctrine. It 
does matter to me whether human libertv and the decencies of life are 
to survive in this world or are to be submerged beneath a wave of ruthless 
repression; and as man does not live bv bread alone, I am sure it must 
matter to millions of people in this country whether the dictatorships 
should he allowed to triumph. I am afraid my Honourable frifnd in a 
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burst of frankness /^^ave bis 
iiiis.-liniuje Japan or Jtal\ 
would a»I have to have our 


" hole case 
or liussia 
hands u[). 


iuvr.y when lie said that if by any 
l„ come to this country, we 


Mt. 8. Satyamurtl (Madras cit, 

elsii can yon do? ' ^ 


Non-.Muhaiiiniadan Uiban); What 


Mr. Sn Prakasa (Allahabad 
Rural); Thumbs down! 


and Jh ansi Divisions; 


Non-Muhammadan 


Sir H. P. Mody: it may suit my Honourable friend belon^<ing to the 
noii-mm-tial races to put his hands up. What ahout my Houourahle 
11 lend, Mr. Abdul (Jaiyum? He hails from the martial class, and he 
would be jiut to tlie imwoiit(‘d exercise of raisint; his h;inds instead of 
his \T)iee. It is just possible that with tbe (iesiapo aiitl the concentration 
camp at tlie back of his mind, he would pnjhablv do it much quicker than 
any of us. (Tnterru])tion.) Sir, we do not want to have either our hinds 
lip or our thumbs down. 

A ^reat deal has been heard about imperialism in this debate. I 
rei^ard imperialism as dead as Queen Anne. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti: Ask Mr. Griffiths. 


Sir H. P. Mody: 1 doubt very much whether any sensib.e Briton will. 
be found today shouting “Kule Britannia’' and slogans of that character. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Mr. Griffiths says so. 

Sir H. P. Mody: An Irislimun was told, and that with a good deal of 
pride, that the sun never sets on the ikitisli Empire and his reply was 
that it is so because God cannot trust the British iii the dark. 1 am 
as certain today as I can reasonably be of anything that ^hen this ghastly 
conflict is over, a new England will emerge with a new conception of 
Empire. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti: What about India? 


Sir H. P. Mody: My Honourable friend is not given to humour, not 
at any rate conscious humour, but he was in a light vein when he conjured 
up a vision of loyalists crowding upon the Gateway of India to greet the 
invading hordes. I believe he is right, but T would like to assure him 
that there will be a rush for tickets on the part of a few patriots as well. 
A patriot has been defined as a man who is prepared to lay down his life 
for his country; and I am sure, at any rate I know’ of a good many 
patriots who will be found lining up the streets in order they greet the 
vanguard of the invading hordes, if such a miscliance were ever to occur. 

Sir, from the point of view from which I sec the whole matter it is 
immaterial to me why or how India is in this war. We are in it, and 
being in it it is tlie boundeii duty of all of us to see that the war is 
vigorously prosecuted. Very recently we condemned the half-hearted 
and feeble effort which the Government were making in order to equip 
India for an adequate defence and for playing her part worthily in the 
great conflict which is raging between two opposing philosophies of life. 
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We lieard from verv high quarters that the Ind an Air horce had been 
quadrupled since the outbreak of liostilities. That sounded impressive 
until it was found out that that merely meant that instead of one 
equadron there were four squadrons. And when one considers that 
■Oermany during September every single day lost far more than the whole 
of this wonderful Air Force of India, one can av>preoiate the hopeless 
inadequacy of the effort of India in the matter of war preparation. It 
then really comes to this. 


Mr. M. Asaf Ali (Delhi: Cieneral): Sir, will Sir Huini Mocly correct 
himself? Did he say a sciuadron or flight? T am afraid it was a flight that 
was quadrupled. 


Sir H. P. Mody: That would make it still worse. 


Mr. M. Asal Ali: No, it does not. 

Sir H. P. Mody: 1 do not think even the army authorities are capable 
of such a performance. 

So it comes to this, viewing this war as I do, that as you cannot make 
bricks without straw or sweets without sugar, you cannot make war 
without money. The Finance Member, in his search for money, has 
pounced upon those edasses who are n'garded as fair game by (‘versbody. 
It does not require innch imagination to add a surcharge to the income-tax 
and the snper-tax. [ can, sitting in my (diair and without any effort, 
frame a budget like (hat every day of my life. My Honourable friend, 
Sir Ziauddin, spoke of the way in whicdi the burden should be distrilmted 
and how income-tax and super-tax should be levic^d. lie Laid (hwn 
certain (amons; I should like to lay down a nuieh fairer canon than what 
he has placed before us, and that is that i?ieom(‘-tax and su[)er-ta\' shenld 
be levied by weight: and if one happens to be a Member of the Legislature, 
by the length of his utterances. Sir, the Finance Member has threatened 
further exactions at biidget time, and T hope that when that time arrives 
he will show more ingenuity and enterprise than he has done on this 
occasion. 

I cannot conclude without referring to the widespread complaint of 
extravagance on the part of the various Government departments which 
have sprung into existence. Public opinion definitely thinks that this 
war has become a paradise for a few lucky individuals, and it is the 
business of Government to try and convince us, and to convince the 
public at large, that the work of the administration is carried on with as 
reasonable an economy as can be expected in a time of stress. I was 
told, T cannot say that it was on authority, that many of the new 
incumbents of offices have very little work. They must be finding them¬ 
selves in the position of the elderly General who whenever he returned 
Irom lunch met himself going out to tea. T do not know, Sir, liow manv 
appointments have been created and how manv departments, but T hope 
the new officers are not in the happv position of the occupants of a White¬ 
hall office which found itself grosslv overstaffed at the beginning of the 
war with a number of minor officials and stenographers, and so a notice 
had to be put up which said, ‘^Members of the sffiff, embracing ladies, 
-are asked not to loiter m the corridors’* 
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of hardsluD Indian war, and while it must mean a lot 

ot naraslup and suffering to a great number of people, T am sure it must 

«l 80 me.nn the preservation of our liberties and our emergence L aZu 
fledged partner in the newer and better commonwealth of nations which 
IS sure to arise out of this war. 


Mr, N, M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, we are discussing this 
week the motion for the consideration of the Finance Bill in a situation in 
this House vyhich is different from the situation that existed in April last. 
Moreover, bir, the political situation also in the country today is different 
from the political situation that existed when we discussed the general 
Budget in April. At that time, Sir, some talks regarding the political 
position of India were going on between the Vicero\ and the leaders of 
some of the jiolitical parties in the country. There was some ho])e of a 
settlement. Today, Sir, all the talks an* [iractically endt'd and there is 
hardly any hope of a settlement between the Indian political parties and 
the representatives of the British (lovernuH'ut. 11 is on ac(‘ount of this 
difference that my attitude towards the motion for the consideration of 
the Finance Bill is diffe:‘ent today from my attitude towards a similar 
iiiotion made in Apiil last. 

Sir, 1 shall make my attitude towards the war clear verv briefly and in 
very few w'ords. 1. assure my Honourable friend, the Member from the 
bairopean Oroui) wli,, spoke yesterday, that as T am not one of those Indians 
who are blessed with the accomplishment of a glib tongue I shall he very 
brief and try to put my attitude in as sim])le words as ])ossible. Sir, today 
I shall try, as I do generally, to place before the Assembly the attitude 
of llie working classes of this country towards this war. It is true tliat as 
among other sections of the population of this country there is a division 
-of opinion on this (pu'sj,ion, so among the organised labour movement in 
this cf)imtry also tliere is a divisioji of opinion. But it is not difficult, in 
^pite of this division, to ])bice before this Assembly tlie 'general attitude 
of the bulk of the labour movement in this country towards Indian' parti¬ 
cipation in this war. The attitude of the labour movement, generally 
speaking, towards this question is, the same as tlie attitude of an average 
ordinary Indian citizen. On this question there is hardly any difference 
between the various classes that exist in our society. Even in Great 
Britain today, in spite of the differences that had existed before the w'ar, 
the labour movement, is co-operating with the other sections of tlie popula¬ 
tion. So, in India too the attitude of the average Indian fs the 
same. In India, generally s])caking, among the masses and the working 
classes, as among many other sections of the population, there has been 
no approval, no liking, for the fascist system since it arose first in Europe. 
There are reasons why the labour movement in this country as in other 
countries should he specially against the fascist system. In the same way, 
we have no love for nazism. But at the same time not only the labour 
movement in this country hut almost all other sections of the population 
in this country do not like imperialism. My Honourable friend, from the 
European Group, who spoke yesterday said that he likes imperialism. We 
-do not like imperialism. Fascism and nazism and imperialism connote 
•one thing which w-e cannot like—it is the exploitation of the weaker people, 
•of the weaker nations by the stronger. These systems do not believe in 
giving the people freedom : they do not believe in the equality of people 
in the world. If there is any difference between fascism and nazism and 
imperialism, the difference is one of degree and not of kind. The impe- 
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rinlists who form wliat may be called the capitalist democracy may 

give some freedom to some people, but imperialism does not give 

freedom to all people over, whom the imperialism can rule safely. 

If they have given freedom to some peo])le, the freedom was^ 
taken from the imperialists rulers—freedom was never given. I, 

tlierefore, feel that the Indian working classes have not much to choose 
between nazism and imperialism. The Indian workers, like tlie workers of 
otlier countries, would certainly like to tight fascisin and nazism, but 
they cannot figlit fascism and nazism to support imperialism: they can- 
tight fascism and nazism in order that democracy should be establish¬ 
ed in all countries of the world, es])ecially in the subject countries of the 
world. If freedom is given to India and if democ’ticy is established in 
India, the Indian people including the Indian working classes will certainly 
fight against nazism and faeisin. Let Indians liave at least a guarantee- 
tliat there will he deinocracv establislual in this country and there will be 
freedom fo:* this country as a result of this war. Let ns, at least have 
some indications today that the war will be followed immediately by the 
establishment of democracy in this country and tliat this country will be- 
freed from im])erialist control. . . . 

Mr. F. E. James (Madras: Euro])enn): On condition Lritain wins of 
course. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Lerar: Non-Mubarnmadan): That is implied. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: If Indians g(d freedom, if they get at least a gua¬ 
rantee that freedom will follow and if there are indications today that the 
British ])eo])le are sinc('ro in the matter of giving freedom and estahlisli- 
ing democracy in this country, I have no doubt that all sections of the 
po])iilation of this country i)\»cluding the wo'd\ing classes will co-operate- 
with them. It is for the British j)e()p!e to make it V'Os.sil)le for tlu' Indians 
including the working classes to co-operate with them by giving them free¬ 
dom, by giving them at least a guarantee which they can accept, by giving 
them indications today that freedom will follow—if they do so I have no 
doubt that the British people will secure our co-operation. 

My Honourable friertd, the Member from the European Grou]), who 
spoke yesterday, Mr. Grifliths, told ns—and my Honourable friend. Sir 
TI. P. 4Iody, also told us: 

“What will happen if the fascist.^ and nazis or the Japanese come to India? You 
will worse rule. Imperialism may be bad. We may be tyrants, but you will get 
greater tyrants. Have you not got cornmonsense and self-interest to save yourselves 
from these greater tyrants than u.s?” 

Sir, this argument is not good enough to persuade ns to take part in 
this war enthusiastically. We shall trA’^ our very best first to see if there 
is no third and a better alternative to choose from than to choose between 
two kinds of tyrants. If the only alternative before the people of India 
is to have either the nazis or the British imperialists, we shall consider 
whom to choose; but we feel today that the alternatives are not only these; 
and there is a third alternative. If the British people would give us freedom,, 
then they can have our co-operation? and there will be a joint participation 
in this war in order that fascism and nazism should be destroyed and' 
wiped out of this world. My Honourable friend, from the European Group, 
did not speak about this third alternative: he only frightens us and terro¬ 
rises ns by telling ns that if we do not help British imperialism, how¬ 
ever bad it may be, we will have to live under a worse thing, Nazism. IL' 
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is truG we have to choorie between two devils. It is true that we have to 
choose between nazis and the British imperialists. But when these two 
devils are fighting, can we not have a little devilish spirit in our heart 
and say let us wait and see. The two devils may destroy each other, and 
democnxey and fr^jedorn may come into their own: this is nuite possible. 
I am not one of those people who will lightheartedly depend upon these 
uncertainties. If I have only to depend upon the policy of waiting and 
seeing that the devils destroy each other, I would take that as o chance 
for the establishment of democracy and freedom in India. A desperate 
man does take that chance. But if T had an assurance that by fighting 
Nazism and Fascism there will be freedom and democracy established 
in this country, I would not dcpf'^^l upon such a chance. I, therefore, 
feel that to ask Indians to take part in this war by terrorising them, by 
showing them the horrors of Nazism, is a wrong thing for the British 
people to do. There is a ])etl'n' and a third alternative for them. That 
alternative is to secure the willing co-operation of the Indian people in 
the participation of this war. 

Mr. President, there have been discussions between the political par¬ 
ties in this country and the British Government. I have no doubt in 
my mind that if the ]:Jritish people had shown goodwill and the desire for 
a settlement, there was a great opportunity for them to secure the settle¬ 
ment when Mr. C. Kajagopalachari placed his proposals before the Indian 
public. The proposal, in my judgment, for the establishment of a 
National Government within the framework of this Legislature was a 
very practical one. He did not ask for a new constitution. He only 
suggested that the Government that would govern India and conduct the 
operations of the war should he a Government in which this Legislature 
had the confidence. Where was the necessity for a change in the 
Constitution? What was necessary was that this Legislature should pass 
a Pesolution of confidence in the Government that would exist in the 
Government House and in the Secretariat. He did not ask for a consti¬ 
tutional change. He merely said that the people who would rule had 
the confidence of this Legislature. Sir, it was said that when we are in 
the midst of the war, how could such a change be made .... 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: Does my friend mean the confidence of the 
nominated Members of this House? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Well, Sir, if the nominated Members are Included 
in the Legislature, I would not exclude them, but if some people will 
insist upon the confidence of the elected Members only, I would not stand 
in the way of any settlement being reached. 

I feel, Sir, that the Government of India lost the best opportunity 
of securing the willing and enthusiastic co-operation of the Indian people 
by rejecting the proposal of Mr. C. Eajagopalachari. It is, Sir, under¬ 
standable to me why the Government of India should have rejected that 
proposal. The British Government were willing to form a Union with 
France, not in peace time, but during war time; not only during war 
time, but when the war had reached its most critical stage. If they 
could make that offer to France, which is outside the British Empire, 
why could they not make a similar offer to India? Sir, they offered equal 
citizenship to the French people even in the British Colonies. Whv don’t 
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they give equal citizenship to Indians who are within the P]nipire within 
the British Colonies? Sir, the rejection of Mr. Rajagopalachari’s pro¬ 
posal clearly shows one thing. It means that the British people would 
like to get the co-operation of the Indian people if only they agree 
to be a subject nation. They want Indian co-operation only on one 
condition, that the Indian people would be content to remain as a subject 
people. Sir, there is distrust in the minds of the British people for 
Indians. They are not quite sure as to what would happen if the Indians 
are made self-governing. 1 cannot really understand the attitude of the 
British people. In this war in the matter of securing the co-opemtion of 
the Indian people the only thing to do was to give them self-government. 
We are asked to trust the word of the British Government. We may do 
so, but are there any indications today that the British people are willing 
to give self-government and fr^^dom to India at least at the end of the 
war? I would. Sir, like to see some of those indications. Last year 
when the war broke out, we wore told that India must prepare herself to 
fight the enemy. The army was to be expanded. At that time, we 
thought, Sir, that as the British Government would like to have all the 
Britishers to defend their own country in Europe, the European recruit¬ 
ment for the army would be stopped. We naturalIv thought that Euro¬ 
peans would he needed in Europe, in Great Britain. I have no doubt in 
7ny mind that if the recruitment of British officers for the Indian army 
had been stopped immediately after the war broke out, there would 
have been enough Indian officers for the new Indian army. Did they 
do it ? 

Sir. the Honourable the Defence Secretary, the other day placed 
some figures before the table of the House regarding the proportion of 
officers, European and fndian, in the new armv. I think the figures are 
that the European offifjcrs are aboui a thousand and Indian officers are 
about 900. If they really want to give Dominion Status, leave aside 
inde])endeucc, to India inuncdiatelv after the war, why should not 
start stopping the entire reeruitTrient of British officers to the Indian 
army? The Indian army will not he Indianised for 25 or 80 years iiven 
if you stop the recruitment of British officers today. Was that done? 
But, Sir, the Government insist that the proportion of Indians to the 
British officers in the army must be kept intact. What about the Civil 
Services? Have they stopped reeruitment of Europeans to the Indian 
Civil Service? They need people in Great Britain. Don't they'^ 

An Honourable Member; No. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: But the reeruitment of British officers even in the 
civil service is maintained in the same proportion as it existed before the 
war. I need not go into the various details, but I have no doubt in my 
own mind that the administration as it is being conducted today does 
not give any indication that the British people propose to part with 
power even after the war. 

I would like now to say a word about the special position of the work¬ 
ing classes m this country regarding this war. We do not know what 
will happen after the war. India may get freedom, or India may not 
get freedom. But the working classes of India know one thing about the 
war, namely, that the prices have gone np. Their cost of living has gone 
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\ip and the wages have not vet risen to the same extent. The standard 
of life of the working classes is being lowered, that is what the 
working classes know about the war. They also know this 
that if they make efforts to secure a rise in wages, if there 
are sometimes strikes, the Defence of India Act is used 
against their leaders in order to break the strikes. Only the other day, 

I read in the papers that in Calcutta there was a municipal sweepers’ 
strike and even in that strike the Defence of India Act was used to break 
that strike. In Great Britain the labour movement is co-operating with 
the other sections, but the Government there has taken care that the 
standard of life of the working classes in Great Britain will not be low; 
not only that, those members of the labour movement in Great Britain 
who are taking part in the war have made it quite clear that, if they are 
taking part in tliis war, they are not going to allow the present order of 
things to continue. They are insisting that the present order will end 
with this war and a new social order will be establsihed in Great Britain. 

I have no doubt in my mind that, so long as freedom and democracy 
is not given to India so long as there is not at least a 
guarantee of freedom and democracy being given to India 

—qnd there are no indications of it today—Indians will not he willing to 
participate in this war and so long as there is no guarantee that the 
exploitation of the working classes will end and a new social order will 
be established, the working classes of India will not take part in this 
war. But, Sir, I have equally no doubt in ray mind, that, if freedom 
is given to Indians, if democracy is established, if at least there is a 
guarantee of freedom and democracy being given to India, and if there is 
a guarantee that the exploitation of the working classes will end witU 
the war, Indians, including the working classes of this countiy, will light 
against Fascism and Nazism as partners with the British peo})le. 1 hope 
it is not yet too late for the British people to change their policy. It is 
true that tliey rejected the offer made by Mr, Tiajtigopaiach.iri, But 
they can now renew the effort, make another I'ffort for a settleioent. If 
Indian co-operation is worth something, then those efforts should he con¬ 
tinued. It is not right to terrorise u.s, to frighion us to take part in this 
w'ar by telling ns about the liorrors of Nazism. Let them choose this 
better way of securing our willing and enthusiastic co-operation by sriving 
us our freedom and establishing democracy in India. Mr. President, 
under the present circumstances I propose to oppose the motion for 
consideration of the Bill. 

Mr, M. Asaf All: Mr. President, I am at a disadvantage after the 
humorous speeches of some of the previous speakers, particularly, Sir TTomi 
Mody, who created a different atmosphere in the House—an atmosphere 
which does not suit the grave occasion on which we are called upon to 
express our views with regard to the measure which the Honourable the 
Finance Member has brought betore the House. Sir, I fear I may have 
to go over some of the points which have already been raised during this 
debate. T shall try my best to avoid repetition, but I am afraid there 
are certain facts and certain truths which can never be repeated too often. 

' Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Anything can be 
repeated too often in this House. 

M. Asaf Ali; I assure you that I shall not offend against your ruling, 
I shall try my best not to do so. Having regard to the issues w^hich are 
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involved in this debate, I have not the slightest doubt that there is a certain 
degree of inevitability about importing passion and heat into the discussion, 
and this is what happened yesterday when, unfortunately, I interjected 
once or twice during the spirited speech of rny Plonourable friend, Mr. 
Griffiths. I give him the fullest possible liberty to double those interjec¬ 
tions if he so likes while I am speaking. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I hope the Honour¬ 
able Member (Mr. Grifhtlis) will not follow that advice. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: I was only being fair, Mr. President, nothing more 
than that, i do not wish to be provoked by any interjections which any 
Honourable Member may feel like resorting to. 

Befoi’e 1 proceed to the subject, 1 must express my fear of the kind of 
publicity which is being given to ocr spoecln's. Sentences are being torn out 
of their context and are being used for propagandist purposes. Perhaps, 
that is the way of statesmanship. Day after day, while we are listening to 
the radio, we find an interpretation of the speeches delivered here by the 
Opposition Benches which sounds extremely strange, because we have 
really said something quite different but the world is being told that we 
have raised issues which are really not of any great importance. For 
instance, after Mr. Satyamurti’s speech wdth his able exposition of the 
Congress case, the Radio announced that the main objection of the Congress 
to the Finance Bill was that the House was not consulted before India’s 
belligerency was declared. The Government can turn round now and say, 
forgive us for our past sins, wo have now sought an opportunity of consult¬ 
ing you, will you condone our error and vote this amount? 

Now, that is not the only issue, not the only objection. The Govern- 
j ment knew full well long before this war broke out what the 

attitude of the country was anjd, particularly, what the attitude 
.of the Congress was but before*I come to that point I rnay be permitted. 
Sir, to make a reference to the feeling appeal which Mr. Griffiths made 
yesterday. He gave us a vivid description of the great and fiery ordeal 
which the British people are undergoing today. There was no need for him 
to appeal to us on that ground. We are human enough to feel all that. 
We are not callous, we are not wooden as, unfortunately, the Government 
are, which faces us to day. Wc are fully alive to the sufferings of the 
British people aiid we are also fully alive to the sufferings of many otlicr 
people who are undergoing a terrible experience. We also recognise with ad¬ 
miration the courage with which they are fighting for their freedom but when 
we want to fight for our freedom they ought to sympathise with us too. 
We have the same feelings for our country and for the freedom of our 
country. I would beg them to pause for a moment and to feel the same as 
we feel about them. Mr. President, in so far as the attitude of the 
Congress is concerned, years and years ago it was made clear to the whole 
world. It was fully and clearly expressed here too from time to time on the 
floor of this House and as recently as March 1940, the present President 
of the Congress, Manlana Abul Kalam Azad expressed it in the following 
words: Referring to Facism, Nazism and Imperialism at the same time 
he said: 

“Whilo Avp werp oonsidprinpr thp dangers arising from Fascirsm anri Nazism, it was 
impossiblp for us to for^rot tVip older dancor, whinh has been nrovpd to bo infinitely 
more fatal to the peace and freedom of nations than these new dangers and wlneh ha.s 
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in fact supplied the basis for this reaction. I refer to British imperialism. We are 
not distant spectators of this imperialism, as we are of the new reactionary move¬ 
ments. It has taken possession of our homes and dominates over us. It wa.s for 
that reason that we stated in clear terms that if new entanglements in Europe brought 
about war, India, which has been debarred from exercising her will and making free 
decisions, will not take any part in it. She could only consider this question when 
she had acquired the right of coming to decisions according to her own free will and 
choice. If India remained deprived of her natural right to freedom, this would 
clearly mean that Briti.sh imperialism continued to flourish with all its traditional 
characteristics and under such conditions India would on no account be prepared to 
lend a helping hand for the triumph of British imperialism.” 

Mr President, this was nothing more than a repetition of what was 
expressed over and over again year after year by the Congrsss. It cannot 
be said that this Government was not aware of this fact. We are not 
taking up a new attitude. We have not come into this House today as was 
said by some one with our minds made up only to oppose the Finance Bill. 
We were bound to oppose every step taken by this Government in the name 
of Imperialism and in the absence of India’s freedom. 

Sir, in so far as the question of the competence of this Government is 
concerned, let us try and see whether they are competent to do anvthing 
in the name of the country. Mr. President, it is not my purpose—and I 
want to make it perfectly clear at the very outset—-to cast any aspersion 
on any individual member of the Government. They are only slaves to a 
system. All my criticism will be levelled against that system. That 
system has proved to be a dismal and bleak failure. If you look at the 
history of this system in this country, of which they are tlie creatures, of 
which they are the slaves, of which they may be the victims, it has nothing 
but a heart-rending tale of woe and misery to present to the country and 
to the world.. They have been here for the last 200 years and what have 
they to show as the result of their administration of tliis country durifig 
the last 200 years? Would my European friends, parlienlarly Mr. James 
and Mr. Griffiths who happen to be very proud Imperialists evm today, 
like me to givi^ tliem a review of tlie history of British Tm])erialism in India 
I assure you that if .T give them oven the bold outstanding points of that 
history not only they but all those who call themselves Englishmen will 
feel ashamed of themselves today and for all time to come. Does he want 
me to remind him of the fact that there was an old cheat called Clive? 
Does he want me to remind him of the fact that there was another old cheat 
called Napier? Does he want me to tell him that the entire history of 
India during the past 200 years is full of fraud and cheating and tyranny? 
We were prepared to forget all this, Mr. President. We were prepared to 
let the dead past bury its dead. We were prepared to make a new start. 
We were prepared to wipe this slate clean and say: ‘Now, let us come 
round and see whether we cannot co-operate.’ What is the answer. The 
answer is: ‘we do not want the co-operation of the people of India or their 
representatives. We only want their money and we can buy their men’. 
That is the answer. Well, you are free to do so. The army of occupation 
Is there. You can at the point of the bayonet, and by threats as usual, do 
whatever you like but you can never win the heart of India by these 
methods. Mr. Griffiths, as a proud imperialist, may like to know that there 
is not much difference between Imperialism, Fascism and Nazism or call it 
by any other name, say, totalitarianism. We have begun to know some¬ 
thing of Nazism, Facism and Totalitarianism recently. In fact, we do not 
know enough about them but as for Imperialism, we have known it for 200 
years. You have only to walk out of New Delhi or Old Delhi to the 
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nearest village and see the devastation, see the misery, see the wretched- 
ness of the people, see the dirty squalor, see the devastating diseases and 
see for yourself what kind of civilization you have brought into the lives 
of these people. And this is the history of two hundred years of 
imperialism! Is it in the name of this imperialism that you want us to 
lend support to England? Is it in the name of this kind of civilization 
that you want us to pay you a penny? Is it in the name of this kind of 
civilization which you have brought into this country that you ask us to 
stand by you? Sir, we will stand by the people of Britain as they will 
emerge out of this war, after this blood bath—which has also been brought 
about, by the ruling classes of England, not by the people themselves. It 
was the lust of the ruling classes of England, it was the far-flung empire 
which they were trying to build for themselves and for a few people at the 
cost of the people themselves that brought about this war. The last war, 
Mr. President, was fought to end war by these ruling classes of England. 
Instead of ending war, when they went to Versailles, a peace was concluded, 
which, in the words of someone else, ended peace. War has continued all 
this time, and by whom lias it been helped? Tt has been helped by ilie 
ambition of these ruling classes of England who are responsible for the 
present state of affairs. They turn to us, over and over again and they 
tell us, “oh, but what about your country? You have got differences in 
your country, you have got a fratricidal strife going on between Hindus 
and Muslims and so on and so forth.” Now this is exactly what Hitler is 
saying about Europe. He says, “these ])Oor countries cannot stand on their 
own legs without my help, they are at one another’s throat, I want to 
bring peace and unity in Europe, and I have done it.” Well, what is the 
difference, I ask? 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney (Nominated Non-Official): None at all I 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: These gentlemen tell us, “you are asking for freedom, 
but what is freedom worth for countries which cannot stand on their own 
legs?” Now, w'hose fault is it fiiat we ('aiinot stand on our own higs today? 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Your fault. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: T am sorry to say that even Colonel Gidney will not 
provoke me today. Whose fault is it that this country does not stand on 
its legs today? I say it is the fault of the Government. But what is their 
argument? Their argument is that freedom is not worth having. May I, 
ask them, “what then they are fighting for?” We were told right at the 
beginning of this war that they Were fighting to preserve the freedom of 
the smaller nations in Europe. They w^anted to restore the frcjedorn of (lie 
smaller countries of Europe. Now, if you are not prepared to recognize the 
freedom of a country which is under your domination today, why do you 
declare to the whole world that you are fighting to preserve the freedom 
of the smaller nations? You are in reality telling a lie, when you say that 
you are fighting for the freedom of the smaller countries in Europe for 
you are fighting only to preserve your empire and particularly your strangle¬ 
hold on India? 

Ml, Pt^sident (The Honobrable Sir Abdilr Rahim): The Tronourable 
Member can resume his speech after Lunch. 

, The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till ^Half Past Two of the 
Clock. 
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The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr. Deputy Pi-esident (Mr. Akhll Chandra Datta) in the Chair. 

Mr. Asal Ali: Mr. Deputy President, when the House rose for Lunch, 
I was dealing with the point which related to the patent hypocrisy of the 
British rulers of England and India. I was just saying tliat ’in the 
beginning of the war, an announcement was made on behalf of His 
Majesty’s Government in England that they were going to war with 
Germany, because Gennany was an aggressor, and they were fighting for 
the freedom of smaller countries of Europe. Almost about the same time, 
it was pointed out to them that there was another country, in fact a sub¬ 
continent called India whose freedom these very Britishers liad 
destroyed 200 years ago. Woutd they be prepared to restore to India her 
freedom? If tliey wore honest in their professions, the straight course for 
them was to declare to the whole world that while they were going to war 
with Germany in defence of the freedom of An^iria, C/eelio-Slovakia. 
Poland, Holland, Denmark, Norway, Belgium and finally France and 
Greece, they themselves were not playing the part of aggressors in any 
part of the world and at any rate whatever aggression they had been guilty 
of in respect of India they had made up their mind to go before the tribu¬ 
nal of world opinion with clean hands. The answer io thi.s qiu'stion, the 
answer to this demand is now a patent fact throughout the world. If any 
one has any doubt, the best course is to refer to American opinion and 
find out whether America is satisfied that England has done her duty by 
India so far. 

Germany, in fact every da> and every night is proclaiming to the 
whole world th.ai England is hypocritical, do not believe it. Do not believe 
a word of what the Britisher says. There is India, look at it They talk 
of the freedom of smalle.r nations in Europe. But what about this huge 
big country which they swallowed two centuries ago and which they are 
not prepared to disgorge. It is all very well for them to turn round to us 
now and say, “Oli ! hut we are fighting for the freedom of nations”. This 
is, I believe, tlie last of the announcements of Mr. Churchill. Is anybody 
now prepared on behalf of His Majesty’s Government to declare here and 
now thaf tlie nations for whose freedom Great Britain is fighting its battle 
with its back to the wall also include India? Are they prepared to say so? 
If they are not prepnred to say so, and I am afraid you will find nothing 
hut prevarication as far as this simple and straightfoiwvard issue is con- 
ef'rned, if they are not prepared to say so, I should like to know^ with what. 
fac*e they can come to us and say, will you please let us put our hands into 
your pockets. Their only right, their only claim is the claim of brigands 
robbers and da(?oits. Let them exercise that right. They have got the 
power to do so. Wo the poor people of India are here, their pockets are 
there, their coffers are there, of the rich as well as of the poor and the 
Britisher can put his hand into their pockets if necessary at the point ol 
the bayonet. They have been doing so for the last 200 years. \Vliy not 
continue to do it. Do not let it be said by posterity that w’e w^ere here 
and we did not tell them so to their face? That is why we are here todav 

Earlier in the day I happened to say that I might take an opportunity 
of examining the ti’tle deeds or rather the title of this Government to 
govern {his country at this critical juncture of world’s history. T believe 
even they cannot justify their existence even by the law’ which their 
country’s Parliament has passed and under which law they claim the right 
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to rule this country, not in the name of this country, but in the name of 
another country. Even they cannot fleny that this country is held in 
bondage as a conquered country by the ruling classes of another country. 
They cannot deny the fact that they are not here by the consent of the 
people, they cannot deny the fact that they do not derive their right, or 
title from a single voter oi* a single tax-payor in this country. Is there one 
man among these gentlemen who represent the Government of India, who 
can say that he obtained a single vote from any constituency created by 
their own hxw? Well, if they have not, with wliat right can they ask us 
tn entrust them with even a penny of our hard earned money and allow 
them to squander it whichever way they like. Is this the law of England, 
T ask? Is this the law' of any decent civilised country that a Government 
which does not derive its right from the votes of the people should be in 
pow'er and should tax the people. 1 ask you a simi)le question. Is this 
the kind of civilisation that you want us to fight for? Js this the kind of 
civilisation and freedom of which Mr. Grithths was talking yesterday? Sir, 
they have no title in law and no rights in law. Apart from that I ask 
them whether they have any other title. Have they won the hearts of 
the people, by their actions? Some one was talking about freedom in this 
House yesterday. 1 believe it was Mr. elames who interjected in the course 
of somebody’s speech and said, “Now, Mr. Abdul Qaiyum, could you have 
delivered this, speech in Denmark or Holland or any other country under 
Nazi rule?” Sir, I do not remcml)er what Mr. Abdul Qai\um said at that 
time, perhaps J w^as not in the House; but let me answ'er him. My 
answei’ is, yes, I could speak wdth the same fri'cdom even under Nazi rule 
anywhere if I did not mind the attentions of the G('Stapo. And let me tell 
you that we. are not out of the clutches of the Indian Gestapo here. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Oidney: Where? 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: Here, all around us. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali; Sir, it is not a matter of laughter, I assure you. It 
is all very well for any of us to make hold and courageous speeches here, 
but do you kjiow that our footsteps are dogged by t)ie sleuth-hounds of 
the C, I. D. Arc \ou aw'arc that our letters are oj^eued and read by 
them before they reach us? Are you aware of the fact that when we are 
travelling our fo(dstcps are doggcai by all tliCse men w'hom I do not wish 
to describe in hard terms? And ar(‘ you aware of the fact that not a man 
has spoken out his mind a& he knows it to be the mind of the people,— 
not a man has spoken out his mind but has been clapped into jail behind 
the prison bars? Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru is a good instance. Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru whose generosity of spirit and whose gentlemanlinesa 
was being praised by the B. B. G. the day he declared that he was not 
going to embarrass the British Government. I said almost that- very day 
that it was a very bad day for the B. B. C. to declare to the whole world 
that Paudit Jav/aharlal Nehru w'as such a noble soul because the time 
would bo fast coming when these very people would have to declare to 
the world that they had jailed him. And, fortunately, that day did come 
and when it (lid come that very B. B. C. had to declare to the whole world 
that Pandit Nehru liad been sentenced to four years’ rigorous imprison- 
ipent b(‘cause he was delivering speeches which were calculated to hamper 
the prosecution of the war effort in India. Now, will not the world begin 
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to wonder why a man of that intellectual calibre, a man of such trans¬ 
parent honesty, a man who had such close relations culturally and other¬ 
wise with the English people, a man who had so many friends in England 
and all over the world was jailed by this Government? Will they not 
begin to think and say to themselves that there must be really something 
definitely wrong with the Government of India and the way* they are deal¬ 
ing with the people of India? 

Sir, this is only one instance. I can assure you that these instances 
will be multiplied. Perhaps even for me it may be the last utterance here 
in this House, and it may be the last utterance for all these gentlemen 
here. And it is quite possible that within a calculable time you may find 
every child in India repeating word for word what Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru has been jailed for; and that will be the time for you to say for 
yourself whether this country has any freedom or not. Either we are with 
you or we are not with you. If we are with you, give us the freedom to 
tell the whole world that we are with you; but if you want to tell the world 
that we are with you whereas you have not even so much as allowed us 
to have our say, we shall see to it that the whole world knows that India 
is not with you. You may have to turn the whole of India into a huge big 
concentration camp,—in fact it is a concentration camp todav. It is no 
use saying that Indians enjoy freedom; there is no freedom in India. It 
is perfectly useless to talk of freedom in India. I remember a great 
Muslim leader once said when he was released from jail, “T have cmly 
come out of a smaller jail into a bigg(‘r one whicli is ca.lled India”. That 
holds true even today. I find my Honourable friend, ^Ir. Grilfitlis, very 
jubilant and he should be because he realises that a handful of people, 
about three thousand Englishmen, happen to be in places of power with 
all this vast army behind them for which we pay lie is able to shut 
anybody up; he is able to keep India in bondage hand he is able to exploit 
India to the fullest extent. He^is able to buy our'men; he is able to manu¬ 
facture bullets which may eventually find their way into our he ivts. He 
has every right to be jubilant and all the other gentlemen who feel like 
him liave every right to be happy. But, Sir, let mo tell them that there 
is such a thing as Nemesis in iliis W’orld ; tliere is such a thing as God’s 
own justice in this world. These things cannot go on and you are pavmg 
for these very things today. You are paying for tliose very deeds and mis¬ 
deeds today and, God knows, so long as yon do not purge your hearts and 
so long as you do not come to realise the truth of India’s right to bo free, 
you may have to suffer. I assure you that I shall not be happy to see yon 
suffer, but you cannot escape Nemesis; you cannot escape' the justice which 
God dispenses in his own inscrutable wisdom. 

Sir, in the earlier part of the day I said something about Nazism, 
Fasisrn and Imperialism being the product of the same poisonous weed; 
and later on perhaps I said that the very arguments which tlie British are 
using today to continue India’s slavery are being used by Hitler and the 
Nazis to subjugate the European countries. Wheii I said that I really laid 
myself open to a certain objection or rather I exposed myself to the charge 
that perhaps I was a friend of Nazism. Very far from it. I assure you 
that we are no friends of the Nazis; we are no friends of the Fascists; we 
are no friends of the Totalitarians; we hate them equally; but we hate 
Imperialism equally with Nazism. In fact, perhaps we hate Imperialism 
more profoundly because we have had enough taste of Imperialism in this 
country ourselves. The argument was used yesterday which to my mind 
appears to be infantile, and, unfortunately, it has found a good deal of 
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currency throughout the country. Everywhere you hear people saying: 
‘‘Oh, but will you by adopting this attitude not be helping the nazis to 
triumph?” I do not know whether we shall be helping nazism to triumph 
or not, blit we-are perfectly certain that we shall not be helping those who 
even today, at the time of their direst trial, are not prepared to say: “We 
have done wrong to you and we are prepared to undo that wrong today; 
and you are free as far as we are concerned.” It was said that the nazis 
are bigger bullies than the English are—not in these words perhaps; as a 
matter of fact it was said: “If the nazis win and if they invade India, you 
would be worse off. Cannot you realise this?” I assure them that we 
have fully weighed all the facts of the situation and we are perfectly clear 
in our mind what our attitude towards this question should be. It is a 
very strange argument One bully turns to the .weak and says: “Well, 
I am a bully, I cannot help it; but, unfortunately, there is a bigger bully; 
if you do not help me today, this other bully will come and bully you, and, 
therefore, I want you to help me.” But the actual words of Mr. Griffiths 
were slightly different. He said: “Surely this is not the time to think of 
the failure of this Government. I am not talking of the failure of this 
Government. I am only asking you to do one thing. Here wc are at war 
and you are practically in the position of a person whose house is being 

burgled; and you turn to your policeman and say: ‘I am not going to 

help you.’ ”. I am afraid that analogy i:^ perfectly fallacious and wrong. 
It is not a question of a policeman asking me to help him: it is a 
question of one burgler who is alri^ady in possession of my 
house saying to me: “Now, there is another burgler coming, he may 
dislodge me; will you help me, and help me by protecting me and coming 
between me and this other big burgler?” My answer will be: “Yes, I 
vvill help you, my friend,, but will you hand over the keys of my house? 
Ff you hand over the keys of my house, T will help you. There is not the 
slightest doubt about it; and then ,yoii and I both will heat this other 
burglar to pulp.” You cannot now turn round and say: “the keys of 3 ^our 
house are in my pocket; I have got all you valuables; I hold the power of 

the purse; I hold your lives in my power; and yet 1 ask you to help me 

because I happen to be in great distress.” I say I sympathise with you 
greatly sympathise with you in your distress, but, unfortunately, I realise 
that my own people have been in similar distress for the last two hundred 
years. I liave got to tliink of that.' Sir, they talk of India’s help and they 
want to make light of their own failures in the past. I ask you, did 
England turn out Mr. Chamberlain or did it not, when it felt that Mr. 
Chamberlain had not given a good account of his stewardsliip of the 
British Government, that he had not prepared the country against the nazi 
invasion? He was turned out. Mr. Hore-Belisha was also turned out: 
and all this was done while this war was going on. If we say today, 
“These gentlemen have failed in their duty; they have failed by every 
possible standard and they ought to be turned out of office and otheri 
ought to be there to manage the whole show as far as the defence of this 
country is concerned and if we can manage the defence of this country 
ourselves we shall also be helping you indirectly and possibly also 
directly,” why should they be kept in office? In 1935 this is what I said 
in this very House: 

“That policy —{the defence poilcy )—to sum it up in two words, is wholly and 
profoundly anti-national. The defence of the country has b6en organised along lines 
which run counter to my pride, which run cntintyer to my economic conditions, which 
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run counter to the actual demands of the defence of this country. They have followed 
a policy not of defending India but of defending the British Empire.” 

At the same time in the same speech I said while criticising the defence- 
policy of this Government: 

“Mechanise the Indian Army to the same extent as the British army and parti 
cularly, in so far as light artillery corps, tanks corps and air force are concerned.” 

Then, in 1936 I put the following question, and I want to repeat the 
answer I then received. The question was: 

“Will Government be pleaded to state if it is a fact that according to all competent 
authorities air warfare will be the predominant factor in any international war of the- 
future; and the comparative strength of the air armadas of each of the first-class 
powers within striking distance of India is at least fifty times greater than that of 
the air force in India? 

If the reply to the foregoing question i» in the affirmative or even partially so, 
will Government sUite what steps they have taken in the direction of anti-aircraft- 
preparations. particularly against Thermite and Lewisite incendiary and mustard gas 
liombs, underground or other shelters for the populations of crowded cities like 
Peshawar, Lahor,e, Delhi, J^ucknow in Northern India, gas mask drills, affording 
protection to mills, water supply reservoirs, bridges, power stations, railways etc. ?” 

I think it was Sir Henry Craik who answered on the occasion. He said 
—this was in 1937: 

“The part which aerial warfare will play in future wars is even among experts 
largely a matter of opinion.” 

I hope Sir Henry Craik and his compatriots have realised that the point 
of view of the questioner was valid and the point of view of tiie person who 
answered was wholly invalid. They realise today what has happened. 
We warned them. T warned tiiem three years ago in respect of India and' 
this is the answer which 1 received. Again he said : 


“Government have no detailed information —{with regard to the air forces of other 
countries )—but it must be realised that India’s main protection lies in the distance- 
which separates her from the first class powers to which the Honourable Member 
refers.” 

1 believe, Mr, Griffiths is fully answ^ered by Sir Henry Craik.. 

Mr. P. J. G-riffiths (Assam: European): He is answered by me. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: You are not the Government of India. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: I wish I w^ere. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: But you are not. 

Mr. M. Asal Ali: In spite of the fact that these people have failed, you 
^ ^ want to keep them there. Are these the people to whom 
you can entrust the defence of this land? They are not fit 
to stay where they are. They really ought to be in the place where* 
Pandit Jawarharlal Nehru is today. 

Again, Sir, in 1938, speaking from this very place I said: 

“By leaving the Indian army unmechanised, the Indian Government is really 
reducing the efficiency of the Indian army. We are for efficiency, not for reducing it. 
By adopting this policy of discrimination between thS Indian artel British wings of the 
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Indian army, they are not merely reducing the efficiency of the Indian side but they 
^re also trying to weaken the ultimate defence of India and it is on that ground th*t 
the Government deserves to be censured." 

This was two years ago, and what have they done all this time? If 
they were not competent enough, why did they not get out? This is 
exactly where we come in. You are talking of the danger of Nazism, but 
the danger of Imperiarlism is even greater in India today than the danger 
of Nazism. In 1938 again, I said: 

"We do want to have the most efficient army that anybody can ever think of for 
India and India's defence. But that army must be our army and not an army 
which is working like automata at the sweet will of somebody over whom neither 
yrou nor we have got any control. If ever war breaks out, it will be declared not by 
trhe Government of India, but it will be declared by His Majesty’s Government." 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: May I know from my friend. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: I do not want to answer any question now. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: I was only asking you whether you were non¬ 
violent. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali; I shall answer you mid don’t worry. The whole 
trouble is when we point out your mistakes, you ask us: ‘Are you non¬ 
violent’, We are non-violent in this sense that, we do not want this 
world to consume itself in fire and blood. We want to see this world throw 
away its arms. When India is free, we shall certainly be pre])arcd to 
lead the whole world to adopt a policy of disarmament, if possible. If 
the rest of the world does not throw away her arms, the whole of India 
will defend herself with all the weapons that may be available to her, but 
that will be when she is free. They have had a taste of terrorism. Do 
they want it now? If they so desire, we shall step aside, and let them 
have a taste of it again. It is not only today that we are saying that in 
our struggle against you we arc not going to use arms. There are two 
schools of thought in the country. There is Mahatma (landhi’s school 
■of thought. We recognise the fact that Mahatma Gandhi’s non-violence 
is an ideal. We certainly think it is an ideal to which the whole world 
ought to aspire, but we also recognise that we are human beings. We 
have got our short-comings, and as human beings, we can only go so far 
as we can, but I may assure my friends that so long as this struggle of 
India’s independence is going on under the present circumstances, and 
so long as Mahatma Gandhi is there to control the movement, we shall 
not adopt any method other than non-violence This is the answer. 
Don’t imagine for a single moment that we are for disarming the whole 
of India so that anybody may walk in and say: ‘Now I am the ruler of 
India’. That is not what v/e want. All that we are saying is, until we 
have won India’s freedom, we do not wish to resort to violence, and vio¬ 
lence only in self-defence, when India is free,—it will not be violence,—it 
will be force used by the state in self-defence. (Laughter from some 
European Members). I find Mr. Griffiths laughs, and I am very glad 
that he is in a cheerful mood today. 


Mr. P. J. Griffiths: Thank you. 
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Mr. M. Asaf All: Because yesterday he wars telling the House that he 
was extremely depressed on account of the miseries which his people were 
undergoing in England and needed solace. I am glad I have cheered him 
up. You cannot laugh away a country’s freedom. Before long you will 
find that all these laughs will be turned against you. Perhaps he who 
laughs last will laugh best. 

Now, Sir, I was on the point of making a quotation from my speech 
in 1938. I said on that occasions 

“We do waul to lia\e the most efficient army that anybody can ever think of for 
India’s defence. But that army must be our army and not an army which is working 
like automata at the .sweet will of somebody over whom neither you nor wc have got 
any control. If over war breaks out, it will be declared not by the Government of 
India, but it will be declared by His Majesty’s Government. Who will come to His 
Majesty’s Government’s h^lp? The Dominions’ V"es, the Dominions are today 
complete masters of their own foreign policy and also of their rlefencc; why could 
not we be the same, and if we are, wc shall decide the case on i<.s own merits when 
the occasion arise.s. Every recruit that now enlists for war will ha\c to be paid for 
by us, not by you. Can you realise it, and what do we g( I in return? We get in 
return an irresponsible and unresponsive executive .‘fitting opposite us, and we also 
get kicks throughout the Empire. They talk of the Empire Which Empire do they 
\yant us to fight for? The Empire in which we aie triMted as helots? Is there a 
s.ngle Dominion where Indians have .any rights of (itizeiiship? Leave alone the 
Dominions,—-liavG we got full rights in our own rountrv? If \ve have none, thej 
have no right to ask us, they have no right to ask anv Indian not to preach according 
to his conscience oil her to rebel or to mutiny or to do mnthing else; he would be 
fully justified if he did it.” 

Then again T said at that time: 

“What o.xaitly do we mean l>y an Imperialistic w.^r? I>\ an Imperialistic war, 

we moan a war whicii may rc'sult in more or less the same kind of morass in which 
we fiml our.'selves today, that i.s to sa,Y. our freedom or want of freedom loft where it i» 
or perhaps curtailed a little more, because the so-called Empire may merge victorious 
out of this great war and become stronger. That w'ould be an Tmfierinli.stjc war 
from my point of view' • • . . It is only intended for an Imperialistic war obvion.sly^ 
and therefore we are definitely opposed to it. In these circumstarn es, how’ can any¬ 
body come here and .say 'Will you kindlv «ign your death warrant?’ We lefuse to 
sign our death warrant and the death warrant of humanity, and w^e oppose the Bill 
on these three grounds that I have jilaced before the House.” 

Mr. Deputy Presidoiit, They arc talking of India’s help. Did India 
help them in the last war or did it not? The Congress at that time was 
not opposed to the British (lovernment. What was our contrihution? Our 
contribution at that time amounted to one and half million men (15 lakhs 
of men), nearly two laklis of animals, and more than four hundred crores of 
rupees. The war budget of those days went up from 33 crores to 80 crores 
a year, and this state of affairs continued for about five or six years. That 
was our contribution. And what was the return? What w'as the result? 
We got in return, Mr. Deputy President, a blood bath in Jallianwalla 
Bagh, another blood bath at Peshawar, and a blood bath all over. We got 
lathi charges. We got broken limbs, and lakhs of people who wanted 
India’s freedom were sent to jail. That is what we got. And the 
Mussalm.ms in those days were agitating for the freedom of Jazirat-ul- 
Arab. What did they get? They got the slavery of Palestine, which con¬ 
tinues up to this day. Mr. Deputy President, it is all very well to turn round 
and say, will you help us? Time and again we have helped you willingly, 
voluntarily and gladly, and what have we got in return ? Therefore, we 
are not wrong when we ask you today to tell us here and now what it is 
that India is going to get. If* you want India’s help of the people of 
India—-of course, you will get your help from the Princes, and from other 
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j)eople of that type, and God help you- If you want India s enthusiasm, 
tell India that India is free and then we shall be fighting both for our 
freedom and for your freedom as well as the freedom of those nations on 

whose behalf you say you have been fighting. But before that, you have 

no right to come to us either for a penny or for a man. 

I do not wish to recall the past history of the British rule in India. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: You began with Clive. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: [ began with Clive, that is true. If you like, I can 
give you just a few i)oints, but I hope it is realised by Englishmen them¬ 
selves that their past history is not a very brilliant record. 1 liope they rea¬ 
lise that they cheated Nawab Sirajjudaiilah in Bengal. 

Mr. F. E. James: He was a nice fellow. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: He was a nice fellow certainly because he wanted 

his country’s frt'edom and you would not lot hiin have it. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: He did not want it for democracy. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: Bead Vansittart’s minute. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: I have done it. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: If you have done it, you ought to be ashamed of those 
against whom Vansittart was writing at the time. You ought to he ashamr 
ed of your Judge Tmpey and the whole blessed lot of those people who 
were cheating and tyrannising over those free people of Bengal. 

An Honourable Member from the European Group: Free? (Laughter). 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: You will have some fi’eedom before long. Go on 
laughing at our freedom of the past and you will have some freedom left for 
you in a short time I Oct rid of that mentality. 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande (Bolhlkhund and Kurnaon Divisions:: Non- 
Muharnmadan, Bural): Mr. Molotov is deciding at present. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: They are only inviting it. I am only giving them wdiat 
they want. They are laughing away. When I mentioned Napier, I had 
the Amirs of Sind in rny mind, and the way in which they were cheated. 
Even your own historian tells us that it was the biggest piece of rascality 
that could ever be thought of in the history of the building up of the British 
Empire. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: Sec what is happening in Sind now. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: Mr. Grifftihs will not take very long to take a few 
lessons: I hope, but let him keep quiet now. Mr. Deputy President, 
they are asking me to repeat their history. Let them go into Old Delhi 
here. Have they seen the Champs-des-Mars? Those were the houses 
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ol the elite of Delhi. One-third of Delhi after 
grouml -razed to the giotind deliberately Thr.,.o7 i ’ ‘he 

innocent of any eriine were lum-re,! k„ ; •‘“^usanas of young men 

The old house in which I live today happlM^to^h! ® I>elhi’. 

once the \)est locality, but todav {\ \a * quarter which was 

own house there were 200 conileR r>f • * lu my 

corpses of innocent people slain in 1857. 

An Honourable Hexnbet -itom the European aroup: They are still there I 


Ab. M. Asftl Ali. Mr. Deputy President, don’t let them provoke us. 
Do they want to awaken those memories in us? We want to wipe out 
those memories. Why do they wish to provoke us and ask us to revive 
those memories? (Inlerru])tion.) And if Mr. (iriffiths and otliers of his 
ilk desire to read something from the pen of tiicir own historian, I shall 
recommend to them a very simple, straightforward b.Kik. they can buy it 
anywhere, they will find it at the Oxford J3ook Dejidt, bv Edward Thom¬ 
son, “The Other Side of the Medal”. Bead it and yon will realise the 
extent of the oppression, the extent of the tyranny, the extent of the 
cruelty to which your people went against my peoj>le. You are talking 
of Nazism Can Nazism bo very much worse than that? Once again 
I say, we have over and over again asked you to be reasonable. Let ns 
wipe out all those old memories, we do not want them, they are good nei¬ 
ther for you nor for us. It is possible, even now it is not too late, even 
now tlie entliusiasrn of India could be called forth if only the pef)pl(‘ find 
that India is a free country. Then it is perfectly obvious that every man, 
woinan and child will fool that if they do anything they will bo doing 
to protect their own freedom and they will also be helping those who want 
to get theirs. 


Talking of the record of this Government, even today India finds her¬ 
self saddled with huge debts. I believe the extent of our debts is about 
£900 millions or so. 


The Honourable Sir Jeremy Rairman (Finance Member): Including the 
whole of] the railway capital. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: Well, you call it capital. I say it is a question of 
one cousin selling to another cousin at a very high price. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: But the assets are there. 

Mr. M. Asaf All: I know the assets are there, but they are not worth 
the money which has been debited to our account. 

Mr. P. E. James: Yon have the Grand Trunk Express! 

Mr. M. Asaf All: And thereby they have reduced India to the position 
of a debt slave. They ask over and over again, “What about these debts? 
We cannot leave India until these debts have been paid off.” After the 
Great war, throughout the world, there was a scaling down of debts, in 
fact, some people went even the length of repudiating the debts, and even 
Great Britain was asking favours of its cousins in America. Did anybody 
lift his little finger to reduce the debts of India, debts which were not 
incurred in the interets of Indiar at all, because some of these debts relate 
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to wars, aggressive wars against Burma, Abyssinia, Afghanistan and other 
expeditions here there and everywhere. Four hundred crores have been 
spent during the last 90 years in an effort to subjugate Pathans. Money has 
been spent on bombing those poor Waziris, bee.ause they-must have a snoot¬ 
ing range somewhere for the practice of their young men.^ All these things 
have happened. Well, Sir, if that is the record of this Government, are 
they entitled to remain here any longer, partcularly at a time when India 
has got to put her own house in order. We are perfectly aware that the 
old order is crumbling. Wo arci perfectly aware of the fact that the old 
order is in its death pangs. We are also perfectly aware that by the time 
this war is over, a new world will emerge from the debris of the structure 
of the old world. Fjven Great Britain, I am absolutely certain, will not 
be the same (treat Britain. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: It will be Greater. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: Sir Henry Gidney says it will be a greater one. A 
great revolution is going on even today. I also hope that Great Britain 
will emerge stronger than it is today from (he present v ar and J have 
nothing against them. I have no ill-will against them. If T criticise, I 
criticise those rulers of Great Britain and the rulers of India. 

An Honourable Member; . and their ancestors. 

Mr, M. Asaf Ali: Yes, and thidr ancestors as well. We are perfectly 
aware of the fact lliat even Nazism during this war will exhaust itself. 
Wci know })erfeetly well that Imperialism will also exhaust itself. We want 
to make it perfeclly clc'ar that Fndia must stand on her own legs. India 
must organise her own resources. India’s people must he in power. 
India must evoke the spontaia'ous enthusiasm of its people in defence of 
its own freedom and of the principle of freedom for the whole of Innnanity. 

The Honourable Diwan .Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Memher 
for Commerce and Labour); Sir, I have listened to the speeeli of the 
Honourable and learned Memher who has just coneluded his statement, 
with interest, but not with surprise. I have listened to that kind of 
speech times without number in this House. There have been occasions 
in this House in the past when exactly the same kind of speech, exactly 
the same kind of adjectives and exactly the same kind of historic 
narration was made, and, therefore, it was not with any surprise that 
I listened to most of what the Honourable Member had to say. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: Neither does your speech surprise us 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar; I am 

quite certain that my speech will not surprise the Honourable Members, 
because if it did, then I must have been saying something to which I have 
not been accustomed during the last 25 years of my political life. T must 
have gone bads on all the traditions that I valued. I must have gone 
back on all the teachings that I had learnt, I must have gone back on 
all the principles on which my political education had been based. 
(Interruptions.) T hope that in what T am going to say, there will be 




TUe INDIAN FINANOB (NO. 2) BILL 


471 

aotliing which will surprise uiiv Hououral.lo \r l 

iide, particularly Honourable llembers who come Tom oJJ'® opp^ite 
Mr. S. satyamurtl.. a leopard never changes Us 

not^Te^TTafu oW Mudaliat; it does 

■Opposition Benches) to >*uother ‘ spot' 

(Interruption.) 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): There should not 
be too many interruptions. 


The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Mv 

friend, Mr. Asaf Aii, apologised to my friend, Mr. Griffiths, for the 
interruptions that he was subjected to. 1 shall not make an appeal that 
I should not be interrupted, beeaitsc I have been accustomed to interrup¬ 
tions l)efore. It will onlv take more time, but T would appeal to my 
friends opposite not to clap and shout, because thereby I mav not be 
heard. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : You will he heard all right. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: I know 
that T shall make myself heard in spite of your shouting. You will be 
only wasting time. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: You are a brave man I Go on. 


The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: I said 
that it was not with surprise that I heard the speech of my Honourable 
friend, but there was one element in that speech, one characteristic 
which did, to some extent, surprise me. The speeches that I referred 
to in the past were made at a time when there was peace in the land. 
Those speeches were made on occasions when no person thought that the 
dangers to which the world is exposed today would ever arise. Those 
speeches were made as debating points sometimes, as spicy anecdotes on 
other occasions, as fair good chafing by one side of the House or the 
other. But it did surprise me to find that at a time like the present a 
speech of that kind and, in fact some speeches, to which I had the 
opportunity of listening during the last two days, should have been made 
at all. Let me say at once that the Honourable Member’s narration of 
British history is one to which most of us are accustomed. Most of us 
have learnt these from various books of Indian history. My Honourable 
friend, T find, has got that characteristic of oratory which has been handed 
down from the days when Shakespeare put into the mouth of Mark Antony 
those famous lines : 

,‘T do not want to go into the past. I should like to bury the past. I do not 
want to re-open old sores. We want goodwill We do not want to raise all these 
past issues. Let the. dead past bury its dead.” 

And so saying, he raked up all the grizzly old bones of the dead past 
i\nd exposed all the so-called skeletons, some real, some unreal, some 
•completely artificial, to the gaze of the public. Now, Sir, that I do feel 
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is not the wav in which a gentleman who wants to -forget the past, who 
wants to promote goodwill and ask for such assurances ^ yj® 

goodwill, tLt is not the wav in which any gentleman who desires goodwill 
would go about his task, and in that statement of history, is there nob 
occasionally another side of the picture also? My Honourable fnend 
spoke of Clive, he hinted at Hastings, lie spoke of various potentates and 
he spoke of the Mayfair Delhi and all that. But he ought to realise that, 
occasionally even in those days, there were Englishmen who pleaded t 
cause of the other side, much more freely, much more eloquently and 
much more fairly than many of our own countrymen are prepared to do. . . 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: It is a shame that you are pleading their cause. 


The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: My 

friends may say that it is a matter for shame. (Interruptions.) I Bee 
my -Honourable friends are indulging in their old game. They are the 
perfect paragons of all that is beautiful in political life. I do not want 
to go into that. I shall give them my own opinion certainly. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Do. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: I shall 

not flinch from that; T have done it for twenty years, and just ])ecause 
I happen to be on the Government Benches, it will not make any difference 
and will not make me say. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Of course not! 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: But I 

was telling them that, if there were these things done, hd us also 
remember that there was a Vansittart who y)ut that minute e.xposing hi.s 
own countrymen, there was a Burke who pic'aded for those very Indian 
rulers who had been robbed. Today my Honourable friends have not got 
a good word for anv Indian ruler whatsoever and “that kind of men** 
is the description which rny Honourable friend gave to his own country¬ 
men—all of the same class, all tarred bv the same brusli, the same 
paint. There is nobody outside that Valhalla who has got any right. . . . 

Mr. S. Sartyamurti: For Gc/d’s sake do not say that; we are living. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: T am 

questioning that, because in a few days you sav you will disappear. . . . 

Mr. S. Satyamurti; To come back again on your bead I 

The^ Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Whai; 

is the complaint of mv Honourable friends? Their complaints seem to 
be two. First, that this war was declared without this House having 
been consulted. They know the position very well. They know that 
His Majesty’s Government declares war. and when His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment declares war, it virtually binds all the dominions. 

1&. S* Satyamurti: Xo, no. Go and read some books. 
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Mr. Deputy President (Mr Xkliii 

Member proceed witliout iiiiy interruptions.*^*' Ji^'dtu) : Let the Honourable 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: He is wrr.r,,, u- l • 

^ l^>r. he IS absolutely wron- 

The Honourable Diwan BahA.Hiip qu a ■» ^ 

when His Majesty’s Oovernment Mudaliar: And 

Iliads the dominions. virtually that declaration 


some Honourable Members: No, no. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Can’t 
you listen? 

Bir Sy^d Raza Ali: l have no desire to interrupt, nn a pr.int of consti¬ 
tutional law. May I just point out that the uonstitutioual position is 
that the declaration of war by Flis Majesty’s (loveruiuent does not bring 
in dominions automatically; those dcrninioii GoveriiTncnts have got to 
take proceedings of their own. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Does 
rny Honourable friend really think that I did not know that constitutional 
position? Could he not have waited for me to finis!• my sentence before 
he found fault witli me? I can understand mv Honourable friends over 
there: thcv are out merely to see that some sort of disturbance is created, 

T said that when His Majesty’s Government declares war. virtually it 
binds the dominions also; T said “virtually”, not “legally”. What) 
happens is that dominion after dominion goes through the formality of 
summoning its parliament, but it is a formality. 

Mr. S. Satysimurti: Nothing of the kind. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: domi¬ 
nion after dominion calls its parliament and goes through the formality 
of reiterating that declaration. 

Mr. K. Santhanam (T.injure ciiin Trichinopoly: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) ; Does my Hono\irable friend not know that Ireland is still neutral ? 

Lieut.-Ck>lonel Sir Henry Gidney: Ireland is not a dominion. 

The Hbnourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Sir, 

there was a conference, called the British Commonwealth Relations 
Conference, the first British Commonw’ealth Relations Conference which 
was held at Toronto which was attended by various delegates from 
various countries. They did consider this question of whether the King 
could wage war on behalf of one dominion and not wage war on behalf 
of another dominion. The whole constitutional position was then review¬ 
ed. Constitutionallv. there was little indication in that group of countries 
of the British Commonwealth of Nations which could crive any help to 
decide an issue of that kind. I happened to be the Chairman of the 
Comniittee which considered this whole question, and it was then found 
that it was merdy a matter of adjustment. 

Mr. 9^ Satyamurti! It is a dead thing now. 

Thi Btinourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: How- 

ever, that is a point on which we need'not dwell. My friends by shout¬ 
ing have gained their point, and T give them the credit for it. I was on 

D 1 
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the point that with reference to dominions, though every dominion may 
have tfie power to declare war, once His Majesty 3 Government has 
declared war or the King has declared war on behalf of the United 
Kingdom, it virtually becomes a pro forma declaration on behalf of the 
other dominions aiul that really speaking, in essence, in practice, there 
is really no such thing as a real attempt at weighing the proa and cons 
before a dominion declares war. 

Now, lot me come to the next point. My Honourable friends then 
'Say: ‘‘You state that you have got into the war and that India is behind 
this war” and the speeches of my Honourable friends seem to be for the 
purpose of proving that India is not behind this war effort. The whole 
point of the attendance of the Congress Party at this Session of the 
Legislative Assembly appears to mo to make out that Indians are not 
behind this war effort, that India is an unwilling party to tliis war 
effort, and that speaking cm behalf of the whole nation they are entitled 
to sav that no section of the Indian people is really behind Great Britain 
in this war effort. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: I am afraid the Honourable Member is misquoting 
me. I never said ”no S('ction”. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: I was 

not quotiiig tbe Honourable Member at all. I was not quoting anybody. 
My Honourable friends want to make out by their speeches that India 
is not behind this war effort and by India they mean virtually, excepting 
a man who lias sold his soul to the Government like mvself, everybody 
else is against this war effort,—that we who are slaves, that we who are 
the chaliels, that we who are the creatures, that we who are the victims of 
this s\stern—I am now quoting the Honourable gentleman opposite—are 
alone behind this war effort because of our very nature and because of our 
very position, but that all other gentlemen, free and fine gentlemen all 
over India, and particularly among the ranks of the Congress Opposition, 
were not behind this war effort and will not help in this war. 

Mr, M. Asaf Ali: Sir, while I was making that point, I made it 
perfectly clear that 1 was casting no aspersion on any individual Member 
of the Government. My criticism related to the system. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar; Let me 

say something about this system. My Honourable friend says that 
under this system, we are not condemned individually, but we are 
condemned by the lot. 

An Honourable Member; Unfortunately 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: We are 

fold that we are not individually slaves, but the whole group of us are 
slaves, and we are all victims. ,May I remind*- my Honourable friend 
that thore'is another system also which does not give the right of individual 
liberty, which subjects individuals to as much slavery as any system to 
which I have subjected myself at present, and pioreV May I tell them 
that today I have got more freedom to speak out my mind though I am 
a member of the Government of India. 
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and tell this House what my grievances are about the constitution at 
present prevailing in this country, and tell India and tell my friends 
that I am not satisfied with the present constitution, that T should like 
to be what others are in their countries, and that immediately after the 
war, I hope to be able to demand that we shall be free citizens, with 
all rights, and with no kind of control from above. 


Sir, I was referring to the system which is different from the system 
to which I am a party, a system which does not give any liberty whatso¬ 
ever, a system which dare not allow any individual to speak out his 
mind, a system under whicdi the law is all-embracing, more vigorous and 
more shattering in the doom that it convexs to the individual a system 
under which Queen Aliae’s sentence ‘off with his head“ was a very kind 
and good thing compared to the sentencer which havtt been passed and 
are being passed day [ifter day 


Mr. F. £. James: That is the Congress theory of democracy. 


The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: 

. a system under which you walk in and walk out, you open 
your mouth to the extent you are permitted, you close it the next moment, 
—till Monday we give you a chance to speak, and on Tuesday you must 
be off—well, Sir, that is not the system under which I am working. That 
is not the system under which I, at any rate, am working, That is so 
far as the system and the victim and the slavery and all the rest of it are 
concerned. 

Frankly stated, my Honourable friends’ desire is to have their views 
conveyed to the outside world, the whole purpose of this debate, the 
whole object of the attendance of my Honourable friends is to convey to 
the whole world, -to America in particular, that they represent everybody 
in India, and that, in the name of India, they will tell the world that 
India and Indians are not behind this war effort. 


Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division: Non-Muhammadan 
Kural): Whom do you represent*? Why don’t you face an election? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar* 

I represent Indians. I am going to tell you whom I represent. Let us 
not talk too much about votes and elections. We know where it has led 
us, and we know what the result of the last election was. The result of 
the last election, the result of the working of the democracy has been 
to make many men who were the most acute advocates of democracy, 
to make men who were the staunchest supporters of the democratic 
system, to make men who for 30 years and 35 years have been continuously 
in Legislatures and outside Legislatures pleading for democracy and demo¬ 
cratic rights to make them say today, we, in India whatever other system 
may suit us, are not suited to democracy; the democratic system is not 
suited to us. That is the result of the votes at the last election. That 
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is the result of the ballot box, that is the result of Honourable gentlernen 
having been returned by the ballot box, and that is the challenge tl^t 
the Honourable Member has put to me, that I should go and stand by 
the test of the ballot. I have stood by the strength of votes, I have 
stood for election, I have tested the ballot box, but verily verily today 
there is not much chance, there is not the consciousness that the man who 
deserves it will be returned and can face the ballot box. You have 
reduced it to that impotency, you have made the ballot box a hollow 
mockery, a delusion, and a snare. Talk of the ballot box indeed 1 You 
take pride in the fact that you have been returned by majorities. No, 
Sir; I am not like the gentlemen next to me on either side who have put 
in years of service in the Indian Civil Service, who have not had the 
opportunity of facing the public, who have not had the oj)portunitie8 of 
testing public opinion. I have gone through the same mill as any of the 
Honourable Members opposite, and 1 know that ballot boxes there are, and 
ballot boxes there are, some are green, some are yellow, and some even 
red. 

I was saying, that my Honourable friends wanted to make out that 
there was hardly anybody worth the name, hardly any one worth con¬ 
sidering, hardly any one who, if he be not merely a loyalist of loyalists, a 
man as I said who had sold his soul would be behind this war effort. I 
want to tell this House that there are millions of people who are for this 
war effort, that there are millions of people, as good patriots as any that 
can be found in the whole of India from Cape Comorin to the Himalayas 
who are for this war effort. 

An Honourable Member: Your speech will go to America all right. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

No, Sir, my speech will not go to America, nor have I such a desire! I 
am perfectly certain that their contribution to the war, tlnar desire to 
make this war effort a success is not due to the fact that the;\ are enamour¬ 
ed of this constitution, is not du(‘ to the fact that they are not conscious 
of .past British liistory, is not due to the fact that tliey think that the 
present Government can continue for ever or ought to continue for ever, 
but it is due to the fact that at tliis time they realise as clearly as some 
at least of the Honourable Members opposite do, more clearly than most 
of them do, that this war is a war which concerns India as much as any one 
else, that on the result of this war depends all the hopes that Indians 
have for generations built up for the independence of their country and 
tliat if in this Wfir thinsfs do not "o straight, if by any chance the Allies-- 
I shall not say the Allies, because it looks as if there are very few Allies 
Cow—if by any chance the British are defeated, then all our hopes will be 
turned to ashes and dust and there will be neither democracy nor Domi¬ 
nion status, nor independence, but the peace of the grave which my Hon¬ 
ourable friend referred to will prevail. That is the reason why vast sections 
of my countrymen are in this war effort. I shall not refer to those sections 
of Indians because speakers have already referred to them and speakers 
will refer hereafter to them; I shall not refer to the various sections of 
people that the^ represent. 

Then, Sir, my Honourable friend tries to make out that all this 
money which the Honournble the P'inance Member is collecting has been 
got by nefarious methods, robbery, dacoity, picking from the ‘pockets of 
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others by that nothin'^ is coming forward willinglv. No, Sir; those 

who have I’ealised that this war effort is as much India’s duty as any- 
•bodyelse, that the danger is there, very near to India and that this danger 
must be averted at all costs, they have been coming fcjrward sometimes 
through taxation and sometimes through voluntary effort to meet this 
huge expenditure which has been incurred. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Santhanam, referred to tlie funds that 
were raised in Madras. Fifty-eight lakhs have been contributed so far by 
the Presidency of Madras, not by taxation, but by voluntary effort. I 
know that I shall be told that this was not voluntary effort, that this was 
mere zahiirdasti and zulum and force—all those atrocities which Govern¬ 
ment servant can and will perpetrate, and that notwithstanding what the 
Governor has been going about sa\ing, these atrocities have gone on and 
the result is 58 lakhs. (Interruption.) IMy Honourable friends will have 
the patience to listen to me for a moment. Let me give the House if it is 
prepared to listen, if it is prepared to have an open mind .... 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) 
Te&umed the Chair.] 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Yes. we have an open mind, we are prepared 
to listen. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

if it is prepared to have an open mind, let me give the House 

some facts. 

Then, I shell come to tliis 58 lakh^. As soon as the war broke out, a 
newspaper in Madi-as opened a fund, which was the first fund that was 
started even before the Governor's War Purposes Fund was started, for 
sending some aeroplanes to England. The Madras Mail opened a fund, 
and, within tlu'ee weeks three lakhs of rupees were collected. Who were 
the Government servants that went about crushing the poor, annoying the 
rich, treading on the toes of Congress middlemen and collecting this 
amount? Does my Honourable friend want an inquiry^ ns to how that 
amount was collected, who gave that amount, and whether it was volun¬ 
tary or involuntary? 

An Honourable Member: Europeans gave it. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

My Honourable friend must traduce his countrymen; that is the whole 
trouble of it. In their anxiety to show that without their help nothing 
can be done, without their co-operation no money will be coming, without 
their being in office not a single soldier will be recruited,—in their anxiety 
to prove and establish that fact they are going to any lengths and fouling 
their own nest. And when people are coming forward readily with 
volimitary contributions because they are self-interested, because they 
oan see things farther than some of my Honourable friends opposite, this 
charge must be made against them that they are only giving it because 
there is pressure in the land and official zoolum is there. Nothing of the 
kind. I will give you another instance. The other day,—and my Hon¬ 
ourable friend knows it,—a Resolution came up before the Corporation 
of Madras with my Honourable friend, the Mayor, in the Chair, suggest¬ 
ing that a sum of Rs. 10,000 may be given to the City of London for the 
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I.,d Fund i,; ,h. “riS/wtct 

”hr:"Xiiorori «„d 

was wholly and totally responsible.—that Resolution ^^^s 
The Madras Mail again came on the scene, raised a fund, and wi m on 
week, not Rs. 10,(KX), but Rs. 15,000, was collected, and Unit arnoun 
was sent to the Lord ^Mayor’s Fund. 


Mr. M. Asaf Ali: How long will that last? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

My Honourable fnend is going off the track; I do not propose to follow 
him. Tt is not a question of bow long it will last. This sum of 58 lakhs, 
is not a minute’s expenditure foi Kis Mafosty's Government. This sum. 
of Rs. 10,(X)0 will not even t^uild half a dozen shutters. But the point 
is that the people of India are behind this war effort and are showing by 
their contribution that tbev are with Great Britain in this war, that their 
interests are identical with those of Great Britain and that they stand 
or fall together by the result of that war. Tt is a conclusion most incon¬ 
venient to mv Honourable friends opposite which they dare not accept and 
which therefore they can only fight by suggesting that all this contribu¬ 
tion is raised by coercion, fraud and oppression and all those things which 
during their 2 or 2| vears of responsibilitv in the Provincial Grovernments 
they must have realised whether their Government servants are capable 
of. ‘ 


Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena: How much have you contributed? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: 

Does my Honourable friend really want to ask that personal question? 

I am perfectly willing to satisfy him in the lobby. 

Now, Sir, the trouble is that niy Honourable friends do not know their 
own minds. When you have your mind made up by somebody else, I do 
believe it is very difficult to know what your mind is. That is the whole 
trouble. That is the tragedy of the party opposite, the tragedy of my 
Honourable friends. 

(Interruptions from the Congress Benches.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member should be listened to with patience; they were themselves heard 
with patience. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: 

I have heard in history of a place called Babel and of the many voices, 
that were heard in the city of Babel; but the historian does not say that if 
all those languages had been translated whether the purport of it would 
have been the same. It was perhaps only the language that was 

different, and it is quite possible that all of them intended to say the same 
thing but in different languages. Here I do not know what city it can be 
named, but while the language is the same the purport of what differ¬ 
ent speakers say is entirely different, and each person seems to have hia 
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n idea of whnt exactly he Ib standing for and what v 

„,ivo..ai.inL. at the present time One “ 


o\vr 

m;;: Er.hrwi«"‘„ri;r” r* 

,i, ,.Uta.te tlimg that wil ,a,e mmliil . ? ,” 

... .,w„j 1“* « 

single man, not nierely m India but anywhere, in the world Except o! 
course those who are out like Hitler and his myrmidons to destroy'-Lm 

\a not a R\n”\(A a aing\e man who is inspired hy any 

spintnal motives, who dt>es not iiehevo that tho best tiling tor this world 
would be the goal to which we slaaild all attain, the ^'oal wlheh has been 
mentioned many manv ye'ars ago, the Parliament of Man and the Federa¬ 
tion of the World,—that the goal must he a peaeefid SfitUed, contented 
family of nations where violence is a thing of the past. In that sense I 
entirely agree but that is not the sense in whieh some (f the ITononrable 
Members opposite use this phrase of non-violenee. They talk of ahimsa. 
**Ahimsa'' does not mean non-violence; it means no provoked violence, no 

violence which is provocative in its nature, and let me say. (^A 

Voice'. “How do you know?") I say this because I am a Hindu and I 
know the meaning of that word. But let me say this that there is so 
much talk of non-violence th.at people are very often misled when it is 
made into a religious theme almost. I say this not because I want to 
detract from anything that any other person says or because I venture to 
enter into any controversies over religion because I am singularly incom¬ 
petent to do so, but because I feel that there is a danger that if this 
creed of non-violence, as it is now explained, prevails and if this creed is 
accepted by wider and wider circles of Indians, it will indeed be a tragedy 
for this country. Hindu religion does not, I say emphatically, preach 
non-violence. Either you take the Dravidian scriptures, the Tirukkural 
and other books, or you take that book which most Hindus are proud of, 
believe in and read almost every day if they have any faith in Hinduism 
at all and which is best known to the outside world,—I refer to the 
Gita. How can any Hindu who says that he is a true Hindu, who 
reads his Bhagwat Gita and who understands it, for a moment 
suggest that non-violence is the creed of the Hindu religion? There on 
the battle-field of Kurukshetra the Lord Sree Krishna addressing hia 
favourite disciple Arjuna tells him in verse after verse and in dialogue after 
dialogue that the duty of Arjuna is to fight— {A voice : “To resist")— 
yes, to resist certainly. “Victorious thou wilt rule the world, slain thou 
wilt attain Heaven”. There is no question of non-violence. You may 
give this creed of non-violence any name you like, you may give 
any “ism” to it you like, but do not call it Hinduism and do not mislead 
the Hindu public by saying that non-violence is the creed of the Hindu 
religion. Sir, my Honourable friends opposite sometimes talk of non¬ 
violence, sometimes, as may naturally be expected from my Honourable 
friend opposite, Mr. Asaf Ali , . . . 


Sir Oowasjl Jehangir: He did not talk of non-violence; he gave it a- 
very wide berth. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliarr 

They say that that kind of non-violence is a thing that they do not believe- 
in. That is the difficulty with my Honourable friends. Some talk of one- 




^0 


LKGiaLATiVE ASSEMBLY 


[13Tii Nov. 1940 


riSir A. Ramaswarni Mudaliar.] 

thing some talk of annther, so.ne talk of nothing; and in that conglo- 
V- , ..mer.'vs Muist be a niystilying thing to evory one of us 

who hove t( ‘deal with .luse speeches. Mv Honourable friends as 1 said, 
rilt nf „ new Nation.! (.overmnent and 1 was not 8uri>rised when my 
Somable friend Mr. Satvainurti, said.—it is a sort of thing that he has 

IlK will cMt» . Govern. 

Lent; cLgiess will s.w so ami it will be a National Government. 

Mi:. S. Satyamurti: I said, the people of India. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Eamaswami Mudaliar: 

My Honourable friend, J distinctly remember, talked of the Congress. 


'Mr. S. Satyamurti: I said, the people of India. I know you are out 
i;o create mischief; I did not say that. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Eamaswami Mudaliar: 

I have a better appreciation of the Honourable Members whom my Hon¬ 
ourable friend has referred to than to think for a moment that I could 
create any mischief. The mischief is there: it has been created for 
the last three years: it has been created by the somewhat unfortunate and 
indiscreet speeches of my Honourable friend. No, Sir. I want to throw 
oil on troubled waters. My Honourable friend may not like to believe it; 
in his heaid of liearts he knows it. T am not the person to create mis- 
•chief. I have done everything I possibly could to avoid the mischief 
growing, to see to it that it is nipped in the hud, to see to it that by all 
these indiscreet speeches and more indiscreet actions this trouble does not 
•grow. Really, it is my Honourable friend wlio has to reconsider his own 
position . 


Mr. M. A. Jinnah (Bombay v^ity: Muiiammadaii Urban;: 1 would like 
you to go on with this point. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Eamaswami Mudaliar: 

p ^ I have got a sheaf of .speeches here on my table, from which I 
can read mischievous statements which were calculated to and 
certainly did create all the mischief that my Honourable friend is now 
•complaining of or is afraid of ... . 

✓ 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Or is capable of: 


The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Eamaswami Mudaliar: 

I shall not read them. But, why is this party coming now and creating 
this atmosphere, telling the public that this war is a W'ar only of imperial¬ 
ism, that this war is a war in which only imperial interests are concerned 
that this is a war for which they can have no sympathy. That was not 
the attitude of my Honourable friends when the war first broke out, when 
provincial governments were functioning all over India, when responsible 
ministers were making statements about the war. That was not the atti¬ 
tude that my Honourable friends then took up. Let me read a statement. 
My Honourable friends want to know the purposes for which the war is 
lieing waged. My Honourable friend, Mr. Abdul Qaiyum, said ‘'What 
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^oes it matter wliothor Hitler rules or whether ,1„ i> * u , 
rules? We are perfectly williuir and happv J, 1, ,. Imperinli.e 

cannot 1)6 independent ' eiiher of them if v 

Mr. Abdul Qalyum (North West Frontier Province- (hn n r. 
point, of perKonal explanatioi), Sir . 0,, a 

Member mu»t jo beek to hie sMt'il h?'''' 
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tt. Pr«£U«l (The nono.it,il,I- Sir Itehim,, Tlie Honobtrble 

Mernhnr ih not givintr way. lAjuounoie 

Mr. Abdul Qalyum: Can I have an opportunity altit he ftnishea Vua 

Bpeei'.u: 


Mr. President (Tlu* Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Yes. 

TIYie Honouxable Di^wan ’HaYvadut Six A.. ■R.a.maa'wamV 'M.xxeLaWat*. 

My Honourable friend said “We want to be independent: we wWl have 
neither the Germans, nor the llussians, nor the British; Init we do not 
see any dilTerence between Hitler and the British, between the Italians 
and the British” That was not the attitude of Honourable Memliers at 
the beginning of the war, when the war was first deolared. w’hen provincial 
governments were still functioning, when responsible minister, w’ere 
making their >^ratements after the outbreak of the war. Tict me read one 
quotation: 

“Hitler’s war i.s a w.ir a^ain.st smaller and helpless nationalities. It is a wap of 
racial arrogance against humanity. It is a war of ruthless desU’CiCtion carried on 
against civilised nataions and international relations. It is violence pirripd to perfec¬ 
tion, seeking to destroy peace Above all it is a war against the dignity of human 
personality; it is a war against non-violence which we hold sacred. It is an 
irreligious attempt to affront (he sanctity of the moral law.’ 

An Honourable Member: Who said that? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: My 

Honourable fiiend, Mr. Munslii, has said in better ivords, expressed in 
far sweeter language, gone into flights of oratory of which I am incapable, 
in this passage that I have just read .... 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai: Who denies it today? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: I did 

not say that. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai: Then why read it? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Will 
the Honourable Member wait? He will see the point. Time after time 
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such statements were made for some months after the war. My 
Honourable friend, Mr. Asaf Ali, talked of the British nation, of their* 
iniquities, of their ruthlessness, of the essential indistinguishability 
between tlie J3ritish and the German. Here is wduit another friend of 
mine from the sacred ranks opposite has said: 

“I know that Britain with all her faults is a decent nation.” 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: The British people are, but not the rulers. 


The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Eamaswami Mudaliar: Yoit 
will find in the course of his speech that he was referring to the British 
Government and not to the British people. Now, Sir, what has come 
over these gentlemen, that from the statements they were making then, 
they are now making these statements such as we have heard in the 
course of this debate? It seems to me that the reason is clear. At that 
time they were in office; at that time they hoped that certain suggestions 
of theirs will be accepted. Some were accepted; others were about to 
be accepted. The trouble is that the moment a suggestion is accepted 
there is somebody there who puts forward a more extreme suggestion 
with the purpose of seeing to it that that suggestion is not considered or 
accepted. There were offers made; there were pourparlers; there were- 
talks; some gentlemen were here in Delhi in September and October of 
last year; it is an open secret that suggestions then made v/ould have 
been accepted, suggestions were forthcoming from some members, very 
important members of the party; but the moment that suggestion was 
made there was somebody with the ruthlessness of Hitler who said “This 
is all twaddle; we shall not accept it“, and put in a clause here and a 
clause there which made it impossible, as they knew, for the British 
Government to accept it. Having come to that position stage by stage 
and step by step, fiaving w’orsened your own situation, having got out of 
office with no tangible reason wffiaiever, and with no prospect at the 
present time of going back to office, you become bitter; ana if vou become 
bitter and \vant to indulge in this language, then I do not see how any¬ 
body can help you. The fact is that they know that in this war the 
great majority of the people are with the war effort; some -.if the foremost 
patriots are with them in this war effort; they do not take the stand that 
Honourable Members have been compelled to take at the present time 

of the British Government, n.en who 
ant as niuch as Honourable Members opposite want, to put an end 

be ® different kind of rule, feel that this is not 

mfotlTi! all those changes need necessarilv be made. T need not 

hav?been”dk7 'TT gentlemen. They are all known-some of them 

themselves, a*-presidents of the 
selvf^—mar^rs°^lo^^7 been what Honourable Members call them- 
MemLrl 7 ^ perhaps one or two of the Honourable 

cherry feels that^hi^^ "^ho is in Bondi- 

erry teets that this is a war in which he must interest himself. 

An Honourable Member: How do you know it? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A, Ramaswami MudaUar: 

and he sends a contribution to the Governor’s War Purposes Fund. A more 
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tangible evidence of his interest in the war and oi hia deaixe that the AWiea 
^oula win 1 cannot see iorthcoming myself. Mr. S. Srinivas Iyengar, once 
President of the Indian National Congress, a Deputy Leader of the Party 
opposite, occupying the very seat that my friend from the Madras City 
today occupies, has been making speech after speech saying that it is the 
•duty of India now to rally round the cause of Great Britain and to fight 
along with the Britishers in this cause. He is not a patriot. He is a 
paid toady; he is a man who has sold his soul. That is the sort of 
totalitarian destructive criticism which you are prepared to apply to any¬ 
body who may by even a hair’s breadth happen to differ from your views, 
your nostrums, and your dogmas. Tn the old days there were a 
flet of people who went about with phylacteries on their foreheads in 
the streets of a famous city crying ‘Lord be praised tliat we are not as 
other men’. T^et us not repeat that mistake again. Let us all realise 
that Indians do feel for their country, whether they are on Government 
benches or elsewhere, that it is not community that decides who a patriot 
is, that it is not religion that decides who a patriot is, that the fact that 
one is born in this country is a child of India, is an Indian, that that is 
the fact that decides what patriotism is. Let us also realise that in 

methods there may be differences. I am perfectly certain, many of my 

own countrymen are perfectly certain, that at this time anybody who 
does not stand by the war effort, anybody who does not join in this war 

effort, is a traitor to the country ... 

Several Congress Members: Oh, oh. You are a traitor! 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: My 

friends opposite .... 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: On a point of order, Sir, Can the Honourable 
Member call us traitors? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): He has not done 
so. He has expressed a certain opinion about a certain attitude. 

An Honourable Member: We are traitors to British Iniperialism. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: My 

friend, Mr. Sri Prakasa talked of Arcot. He said that the people of 
Areot drank the gruel and gave the rice to the Englishmen. I know that 
the English historian has referred to that, and T do not quite appreciate 
his intelligence. My friend, Mr. Sri Prakasa, must know at least now that 
all the best stuff, the vitamins of which Doctors speak, the most subs¬ 
tantial thing, is in the gruel, and not in the rice. The people of Arcot 
have been for generations accustomed to know where the real substance 
18 , and they know how to separate the chaff from the grain, and, there¬ 
fore, it is no wonder that even today we are able to appreciate what is 
grain and what is chaff. I am perfectly convinced myself that at the 
•end of this war, whether it be short or whether it be long, a new order 
and a new world must come into existence. I am perfectly certain that 
nowhere in this world, in no country, will there be the same old social 
system, the same old economic system or the same old .administrative 
system as prevails today. My friends think of only administrative 
changes. T am a radical and 1 go further. I see ahead social changes 
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also, for which soirie of iiiy friends are not as prepared as I arn. I see 
economic changes ahead of me, and I am perfectly certain that at the 
end of this war, those who are now making sacrifices, those who are 
suffering, those who are giving of their best, will have stretched a hand 
through time to catch the far off interest of tears. Let me again remind 
my friends of what is happening today. There was a reference to the 
army and navy. My friends say there is nobody who is helping in this 
war. Day after day I have seen youngnien, it has been a pleasure to 
me, men who would never have dreamt of such a career, coming and 
asking for Commissions in the Army, Commissions in the Navy and in 
the Air Force—in fact, in any position which gives them a chance for a 
military career. You have only to put in an advertisement to see that 
these men by their thousands are forthcoming, and the complaint ought 
to be not that they are not willing to come forward and share risks and 
shed their blood, but that so few are being chosen. 

An Honourable Member: Poverty. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: My 

friends talk of poverty. T heard a reference also to mercenary troops. I 
venture to state here and now that there can be no greater calumny on 
the Indian soldiers and the sepoys and all the fighting people of India 
than that calumnous statement from whatsoever high quarter it may have 
come. Mercenaries indeed, poverty forsooth; my friend talks of shedding 
blood,—where, how and what kind of blood has he shed at any time*^ 
Here are men as air pilots, here are yoiingmen as naval officers, belonging 
to middle class and high class families, Brahmins who can trace their 
origin to the Aryan days, from Madras, people who never thought of a 
fighting career, coming by their scores, to have a Commission in the Navy 
or the Air Force. I have seen these individuals myself; some of them have 
got a big bank balance, and my friends say that poverty and mercenary 
motives have attracted them to this career—the flower of my country¬ 
men. You do not want to recognise that youngmen are now w'^anting to 
take all the chances available so that they may equip themselves in this 
war, so that they may get training for the army and all the fighting forces, 
so that when this country shall be free as any other dominion, they will 
have the right and the duty of defending that independence w’hioh they 
hope to get at the end of the war. It is an inconvenient fact, you do 
not want to recognise it,—and you say that the whole of India is not 
behind this war. Intellectual youngnien to wLom the political idea makes 
an appeal have been more far-sighted than yourself. They see the advan¬ 
tages and the opportunities open to them, they want to avail themselves 
of those opportunities, so that in the time to come, which is not far off, 
they will do their full share oF service by this country and bv their 
countrymen. 


Mr, S. Satyamurti: Why not order some election? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: My 

friend has got in his brains elections and elections. He has been returned. 
On one occasion he defeated me. That was many years ago, and as he- 
said the other day, it is a forgotten chapter almost, because he haa 
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iilled h.8 Y expected to fill it, but that sweet 

memory when he hud defea^l me, lingers on and is still alive He is 
therefore, dreaming of elections again, and is ihinkimr r.( ;J ! ’ 

,md freedom. 1 am tliiukiim of war and tl e u! i i f ! 
m thinking of the danger, nof ^ 

ton U„ nn.l. M. LW ZuL Ti n V't’,“'S?' 

n,,d ,. 8 hUj that thn S;, \?i 

111. ontpont. wlanh l.n.e u, b« dnl.nded J nt Stv. 1 

entirely and respectfully agi-ee with him It is now iurther 

away tnan it was a few mouths ago. We thought that the outposts of 
tlie Indian Linpire were Kgypt on one side and Singapore on the other. 
We now realise that is not so, mol if those (*ountries i.oiild he saveu, if 
their liberty could he maintained, if their nulcptinbenee efiuh] he guaranleed 
if in the fight they put forward w'e go and join, then w(^ shall be saved 
also and we shall he equally strong. It is an old ohl story of the- 
fagget—the bundle cannot be broken if all the sticks are tied together 
When rny friends say the danger is not here, it is a thousand miles away, 
the danger will never come, Turkey, Afghanistan, Iraq wall come to our 
rescue, Iran will be our saviour, Egypt is there which may not have, to 
join the war,—when they say all this, do th(‘v forget that virtually Egypt' 
is giving all the help that she can? Is any man in Egypt allowed to talk 
outside—except perhaps in their Parliament,—in the manner in which 
people talk here? Let some of my friends try to speak hi Egypt, not in 
the United Kingdom. But there is one other thing. I agree Turkey and 
all the Muslim countries are the butTer states for India and any help to 
them is help to ourselves. But let us east our eyi‘s eastward. I shall 
not go into what may possibly happen, l>ut I think as an individual, as 
a private member, I should have the prescience to see that in the East 
also there is danger. And here when w’e are surrounded by dangers of 
this kind, when w'e kno^v the serious consequences that will ensue if 
any policy is pursued wdiich does not meet these aggressive elements—is 
this the time when we can have this leisurely debate, revioAV the past 200 
years of British history in this country, apportion blame to this or that 
person. 

Mr. M. Asa! Ali: That was a'^ked for, and T had to do it. 


The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: .... 

talk of the unconcern w'hich ive may feel whether one kind of rule exists 
or another kind of rule prevail.*? so long as we are not independent. No, 
Sir. Let us all remember, the great truth, T hope the (lerman hordes 
will be made to realise that truth of the saying of the poet which in my 
owm life T have often remembered and to a certain extent realised tho 
verity of, 

“Though the mills of God grind slowly, 

Yet they grind exceeding small 
Though with patience He be waiting 
With exactness, grinds He all.” 

Sir Abdul Halim Ohuznavl (Dacca cum Mymensingh: Muhammadair 
Rural): Sir, after the two speeches which we have heard, one from my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Asaf Ali, and the other from my Honourable 
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friend, the Commerce Member, I feel very great difficulty in expressing 
what I want to say in connection with this motion. Before 1 go into the 
merits of this supplementary Budget that was presented to us a weeh 
ago, I want to say a few words in connection with the speech of my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Asaf Ali, which he delivered this afternoon. In 
answer to a remark of Mr. Griffiths to Mr. Abdul Qaiyum, could you have 
made that speech anywhere else excepting India—the speech that Mr. 
Abdul Qaiyum made yesterday. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Could you have made such a speech, were India 
free? 


Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Sir, look at the sample of freedom of 
speech, look at the sample of the National Government they ask for? 
They cannot tolerate even live minutes to hear the truth which is unpalat- 
.able. Mr. Asaf Ali, in answer to that question which was put to my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Abdul Qaiyum, in a shouting voice, said ‘Yes, 
^11 the countries, yes.” T say with the same shouting voice, “No, not 
<even in the free countries.” 


An Honourable Member: He was not as loud as you are. 

(At this stage, Mr. Asaf Ali rose in his seat.) 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: I am not giving way. 

(Mr. Asaf Ali again rose in his seat.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Order, order. The 
Honourable Member is not giving w^av. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: You may make another speech, you will 
have ample time. A foreigner,—who was listening to Mr. Abdul Qaiyum’s 
speech yesterday from the Gallery, a friend of mine, whose country was 
a free country before the invasion by the Nazis,—said that he was shocked 
to hear the speeches that were made, and particularly the speech of Mr 
Abdul Qaiyum. In his own country, he said, that speech would have 
cost him, not freedom of movement, but he would have been shot down 
straightaway. 


An Honourable Member: Was he a German? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Not German. From a free country. 
An Honourable Member: Poland? 


the kind of .freedom, it is just as well 

that such freedom is gone. 

nil Halim Ghuznavi: My Honourable friend, Mr. Asaf Ali, with 

British peopTe"charged this Satanic aovernment, the 


1ft. M. 8. Aney: He did not use the word “Satanic”. 
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Sir Abdul Halim Ohuznavi: lie did not use the word "SataIlic’^ 1 
am using it. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: That is your qualification. 

Sir Abdul H a li m Ghuznavi: . . . the Satanic Crovernment, the suc¬ 
cessors of Clive. 

Mr. M. Asat AIL: Are they not? 

Another Honourable Member: Are you satisfied with Clive? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); The Honourable 
Member should be allowed to make his own speech. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: My Honourable friend shouted that Clive 
was a cheat .... 

An Honourable Member: What do vou think of him? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: My friend was referring perhaps to the 
Battle of Plnssey. That battle was fouglit in my province, and not in 
his. I have read more ]>ooks about the Battle of Plassev. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Question. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: The usual interruption. Has he foreotten 
his own countrymen who sold Bem^al to Clive? Tt is his own country¬ 
men, not Clive. It was Mir Kasim and his ilk and Raja Kishen C’liand. 
These two are responsible for the loss of the Eini)ire. which was a ^[u.slim 
Empire ? 

The Honourable the Financ.e Member has introduced a suppleanentary 
budget and a Finance Bill—for the money required for conducting the 
war. (Tnterru])tion by Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Chaudhury.) Don’t inter¬ 
rupt me. 

Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Chaudhury (Assam : Muhammadans): On a point 
of information. There is no supplementary budget liere. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: All right. Supplementary Finance Bill. 
Will that satisfy you? We. as elected Members, want to put it to a few 
tests, and if we feel satisfied that those tests have been answered, T shall, 
so far as I am concerned, have no hesitation in supporting the motion. 

Now, what are these tests? First—is the amount really required? T 
have read his speech over and over again. I am satisfied that the 
amount is required. What is the nature of the expenditure? That is 
the next test. The nature of the expenditure he has explained fully, and 
I am satisfied it.is a pressing one, and that this expenditure has to be 
met. Why was it not visualised when the budget estimates were 
made? He has explained fully why he could not visualise at the time 
the budget estimates were made, practically last October or November, 
but which came before tMs Honourable House in February. Was the 
reason for the fall of revenue justifiable? He has said that that is so. 
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Is raising money by taxation justified? He has not explained that, but 
I will explain here. At the time of the last Budget, I opposed the 
imposition of the Excess Profits Tax on the ground that the money 
should be found by borrowing and not by taxation as was done in 1914 
by the then Finance Member. Looking at this longish War, I consider 
it \vill only mean postponing the evil day and putting burden on our suc¬ 
cessors. Furthermore, one has to consider what is the nature of the tax¬ 
ation. Does it hurt, the poor mari or does it not, or it hurts those who 
are able to pay? Considering the stupendous sacrifice of the mother 
country, I do not think the Finance Member asked us to sacrifice any¬ 
thing like that. But, Sir, before I go into that Bill, I want to place 
before this House my picture of my Honourable friends sittiiig over 
there, and then T shall take up tlu'. Finance Bill. Honourable Mtunbers 
sitting opposite complained that the Government, the Satanic Govern¬ 
ment, did not sound the Assembly and consult them before the declara¬ 
tion of war. The Assembly was in Session last Sc'ptember and Honour¬ 
able Members would not attend,—and why? The objection was that 
His Excellency the Governor General had given an assurance to the 
Leaders of the various Groups in this House that he would not send out 
the Indian army outside India without taking the House into confidence 
and without taking the leaders into confidence, hi case the House was 
not sitting. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: That was a statement njadc on tVie Moor of the 
House. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: He has' consulted the lenders. The 
Governor of Bombay sent for the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Bhnla- 
bhai Desai. and consulted him about the sending of this army, and there 
are letters to show that he had acquiesced in. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: How do you say he acquiesced? 

An Honourable Member: Llave you got a photograph of that letter? 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai: In reference to the supposition which my 
Honourable friend is talking about, I tell him that he is entirely misin¬ 
formed. On the assumption that he has seen any letter, all I can tell 
this House is that he has no right to say what he does say in reference 
to that supposed letter. When I do speak, I will tell him more about 
that letter. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: My Honourable friends did not attend 
the Assembly in the last Session. Let me tell the House and my Con¬ 
gress friends what Mr. Nariman said in his statement to the Press. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Rural): 
Louder please. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: I cannot shout like Mr, Asaf Ali. This 
is what it says: 

“The dreaded bomb turns out to be a toy balloon. There is an old saying in. 
vernacular 'Dug a Hill to trace a mouse’. The last Working Committee’s Resolution 
is even worse than that; after exploring a huge mountain for months, the Working 
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^ declaration of war over a year 

go, t e country is ringing with the militant cries of approaching Satyagraha. The 

itru^^X ^ - announcing in prominent headlines the coming 

struggle The Gonoralissimo was duly appointed with Distatorial powers and with 
full military and civil control Months ago, he gave the signal, the clarion call to be 
prepared for the epic onslaught the last and conclusive War for Indian rndependence 
Death or victory was Jawaharlal’a latest heroic slogan. ‘Pandit Jawaharlal Mehru’— 
/ am not rendmg the. whole stnfeinent; / am only giving a few extraefa —for the time 
being discarded the saintly and simple attire of ‘Pyran’ and ‘Dhoti’ and donned on a 
more fighting uniform of Sliorts and Shirts’ ; they inspected the camps and exhorted 
the brave soldiers to be ready for the final sacrifice . . . 


Mr. 


Badrj. Dutt Pandoi Is it Shakespeare you are quoting? 


Sir Abdul Halim Ohuznavi: 1 am quoting one of the Congress rnem-' 
bers who was in the Congress Party, quoting what he h.is said I am 
not reading an Arabian Nights tale which my friend, INIr. Sri Prakasa, 
read the other day. Sir, the only point I want to make before this House 
is this, how unreal is tlie position of my friends sitting on tlie other 
side I 

“Much to the relief of most of the members of the ‘Star Chamber’ the ‘Gene¬ 
ralissimo’ ha.s to sceure their safety further decreed that j'ePhcr lu' oc hi.s ‘trusted 
lieutenants’ should bo in tho front fighting rank, they should watch the fray from 
the safe distanee. Their personal liberty is much more pieoious than llio ‘liberty df 
speech’. The Leaders arc rescrve<l for Ministerial ‘Oadis’ and pompous seat's of 
Fascist Power. So Sirdar’s pathetic farewell to Guzerath turns out to bo a hoax 
and Srijut Bhulabhai’s j'reteiidcd disappointment for missing Bannu Jail was a 
similar eye-wash . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Pahim): The Honourable 
Member knows already that to read out long extracts like that is not fair 
to the House. 


Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai; Written oratory has that effect—wliat can I 
do? 


Sir Abdul Halim Gbuznavi: 

“Now that the ‘oracle’ has decided, the iron-willed and stcel-homted British 
Premier Mr. Churchill will begin to tremble. The tragic but ridiculous sight of 
Vinoba Bhave and his revered train of monastic Friars, entering the gates of Gandhian 
Monsteries, i.e., the Indian Jails will surely make even the Churchillian heart to 
quail ....’’ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kah'im): The Honourable 
Member is expected to make his own speech, and not merely to read 
out extracts from others’ speeches at length. 

Sir Abdul Halim Gbuznavi: Sir, this is how my Honourable friends 
sitting on the opposite side are described by one of them. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: We neither know the name of the paper from which 
you are quoting, nor the name of the author. 

Sir Abdul Halim Gbuz^^: The Star of India. (Interruptions.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member had better address the Cha‘ir. 
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Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Sir, “India is not in this war” is the 
cry. “We will not support Britain until and unless independence is 
granted”. Sir, that independence will not last five minutes if it is given 
to us now. Unfortunately, that cannot be given. If they gave us that, 
I assure you it would not last twenty-four hours and we would be no¬ 
where. Mr. President, you. Sir, come from Bengal, and so do I. That 
great m^n was born in Bengal, that saintly man, a great Saint, not a 
political saint, but a Saint. 

An Honourable Member: Who is that? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Will you have a little patience?—who 
gives Darshan to people from the whole of India only once a year. 
(Interruption.) I knew his late father. ITis father was our family 
doctor, and I know the family, i.nd they were treated as members of our 
families, not mere fbiends. 

An Honourable Member: Why did you not go to Pondicherry'-^ 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: That Saint has taken up his residence in 
Pondicherry.. 

An Honourable Member: Why, why? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi .... and he is Shri Aurobinda Oliose. I 
will read out io this House wliat he has said about this war. 

“Sri Aurobindo of the Aurobindo Ashram, Pondicherry, has made a contri¬ 

bution of Ks. 500 to H. E. the Oovrrnor’s War Fund. This is announeed in a press 
note i.s.sued from the Coverrior'a Secretariat today. Sri Aurobindo accompanied his 
generous gift with the following letter : * 

‘To tlio Pi’ivate SecTetary to II. E. the Governor of Madra.s. 

Sir, we are placing herewith at the dhsposal of 11. E. the Governor of Madras a 
.sum of Ks, 500 as our joint contribution to the Madras War Fund. ^ This 
donation, which i.s in continuation of previous sums given by us for the 
cause of the Allies (10,000 fra.ncs to the French Cai.sse de Defence National© 
before the unhappy collapse of France and Rs. 1,000 to the Viceroy’s 
War Fund immediately after the armistice) is sent as an ex})rcssion of our 
entire support’ mark' the. words —‘for the British people and the Empire in 
their struggle against the aggressions of the Nazi Reich and our complete 
sympathy with the cause for which they arc fighting. We feel that not 
only this is a battle waged in just self-defence and in defence of the 
nations, threatened with the world domination of Germany and the Nazi 
system of Hfe, hut that it is a defence of civilisation and its highest 
attained social, cultural and spiritual values and of the whole future of 
humanity. To this can.'^e our support and sympathy will he unswerving 
whatever may happen; we look forward to the victory of Britain, and as 
the eventual result, an era of peace and union among the nations and a 
better and more secure world order. 


Yours Sincerely, 

(Sd.) SRI AUROBINDO’.” 

Sir, that Saint is respected from one end of India to the other, and that 
18 the spirit in wh5ch he looks at the situation; not only that he contri¬ 
butes from his personal fund, which shows the spirit of his Association, 
but he says that it is 'in order to carry on the fight against the domina¬ 
tion of Nazism which should be destroyed. Sir, if he appeals like that, 
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I am as certain as I am standing here today that he will be heard, and 
not Mahatma Gandhi. That is the reverence which Indians have for 
that Saint whose Darshan they can have only once a year. 

An Honourable Member: Are you his chela? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Now, Sir, coming back to the Finance 
Bill, I will refer to the few speeches that I have been able to listen to. 

I regret, Sir, that I have not had the honour of listening to the speech 
of my TTonourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti, but T have read extracts of 
his speech in the Hindustan Times. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Sri Prakasa, entertained us as usual 
with his Arabian Nights tales, and when T heard his speech, it was a re¬ 
creation for some of us from our daily labours. He was talking of inde¬ 
pendence and nothing else, and he said that until and unless independ¬ 
ence is won, he won’t have any sympathy for the Tlrilishers. Inde¬ 
pendence 1 But what does he mean by independence? They have fail¬ 
ed to reconcile even the two major communities in India. What a 
shame? They could not bring about reconciliation between the two com¬ 
munities, Hindus and Muslims, at the Pound Table Conference. Mahat¬ 
ma Gandhi failed at the Pound Table Conference to reconcile these two 
communities. They sny that Hindustan is for the Hindus only and 
not for the Muslims. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Who says so? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Dr. Moonjee says so at the top of his 
voice. 

Mr. N. M. Joshl: He is not India. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: He is not India, but the Congress claims 
that they are India. I should say that the Congress is not India as well. 
(Laughter.) I say that my friends will only enrage me by their laughter. 
I will give them a bitter pill to swallow. Day in and day out the one 
story that we hear is ‘‘National Government." To whom to give this 
National Government? 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande: We are giving it to you. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: I wish they would give me. Then, I 
would exclude my Honourable friend, Mr. Pande, the moment I get 
that power. Compose the differences, do not be childish, do not be blind 
when you possess eyes to see, do not pretend to be deaf when you can 
hear. See facts and do not be dreaming. How do you expect to get 
independence until and unless you settle the differences? There was 
an opportunity ,at the Round Table Conference in 1930, and today it 'is 
1940. Ten years have elapsed. We were in England for four years, we 
could not do anything to reconcile the two communities. Six years have 
since passed and nothing has happened. Before you compose your 
differences with all the communities who call India their home, no Gov¬ 
ernment can accede to any request of the kind that you ask for. We 
will refuse to allow this Government to give you a National Government 
as we have tasted what it will be. We had had a fore-taste of your 
National Government when the Congress Ministries were !n power. 
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Mr. N. M. Joshi: We will make you the head of that National Gov¬ 
ernment. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Yes, we know, we have tasted what a 
National Government means. My Honourable friend, Mr. Asaf Ali, in 
his exuberance said, “come now with me to Old Delhi and see the 
atrocities, the wretchedness of the condition of the poor people, see how 
millions of them are dying”, and I say the same thing to him. If he 
will please come with me to Bihar, to U. P. and C. P. and in all other 
provinces where the so-called National Government was ruling .... 


Mr, M. S. Aney: Except Bengal. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: That waa not a Congress Government. 

The Muslims have tasted the quinine pill that was administered to them 
by your Congress Ministers. What a shame! Even the Congress 
members have conceded that so far as the men of the 1. C. S. are con¬ 
cerned, they are above corrupMon. They are not dishonest as Dr. Zia- 
uddin Ahmad described us businessmen. We all belong to that cate¬ 
gory of dishonest men. Only Professors of Economics or Professors of 
Mathematics could be above dishonesty. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin AJhmad: Certainly more than businessmen. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Such a wholesale condemnation of busi¬ 
nessmen was not warranted. It did not lie in the mouth of my Hon¬ 
ourable friend, Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad, to say so. What was the posi¬ 
tion in the Ministries in the Congress Provinces? Bribery, corruption 
and jobbery from top to bottom. It was stinking in the nostrils, the 
manner in which the administrations was conducted by the Congress. 
There is positive proof of that in the possession of people who know the 
real facts. That is the sample of Congress Government we had !n seven 
provinces. They want the Government to accede once more to this 
mockery of National Government before they will accede to Govern¬ 
ment's demands for money, before they will take any efforts to get money 
for war purposes to conduct it to a successful ending. They say, it is 
not India’s war. I say, it is India's war. My Honourable friend, Mr. 
Sri Prakasa, is not here. He said: “We Indians have learnt English 
but you, Britishers, have not cared to learn our language though you 
have been ruling here for such a long time. What does it matter if the 
Germans come in or if the Japanese come in? We will learn their 
language as we learn the English language”. That is what he said, not by 
way of a joke, but seriously. Another Honourable friend sitting oppo¬ 
site, Mr. Abdul Qaiyum, said that so far as he is concerned, he does not 
care a tuppence whether Germany comes, or Japan comes. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member can continue his speech on the next day. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 
15th November, 1940. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Friday, 15th November, 1940, 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Counoil House? 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) 
in the Chair. 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

{a) Oral Answers. 

Taking on Lease of a Roller Flouk Mill at Lyallptjr and Tenders for 
Grinding Wheat for Use of Military Forces. 

69. *Klian Bahadur Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha: (a) Will the Defence 

Secretarv pleasf?. state whether it is a fact that Coveinment, since the year 
1922, abolished the system of purchasing wheat products from Various- 
flour mills for the use of military forces, and took on lease a Roller Flour 
Mill at Lyallpur, and since then Government wheat is ground only in that 
mill? 

(b) Is it a fact that the period of the lease of the said mill was originally 
three years only, but that it was extended till the year 1933, without 
inviting tenders from other flour mills? Is it a fact that it was only after 
representations that tenders were invited in the year 1933? If so, will 
Government please state the different rates quoted by the tenderers and 
the one accepted? Was the lowest tender accepted? If not, why not? 

(c) Will Government please state the difference of grinding cost 
annually paid by Government to the mill, in excess of the lowest tender 
received by them? 

(d) Will Government please state if they are prepared to consider the* 
question of inviting fresh tenders for grinding flour for military forces, in* 
the present high and urgent demands for war supplies, and save a large- 
amount of money by accepting the lowest tender? 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie: (a) No. The system of obtaining wheat products 
on contract from flour mills was discontinued in March 1918 when it was- 
replaced by controlled flour mills. The roller flour mill at Lyallpur was 
first taken under control in December, 1923, in addition to two other mills 
doing part time grinding, and it was not till two years later that the grinding- 
of Government wheat was confined to the mill at Lyallpur. 

(b) The first agreement was not for three years but for two. The second 
agreement was reached as a result of selection by open tender and was for 
five years. Ttf was extended for three more years (i.e., till 1933) without 
calling |or tenders because the service rendered was satisfactory and because 
Government were satisfied that the rates were reasonable. Government 
are not prepared to disclose the rates tendered either in 1925 or in 1933. 
Of the tenders which could be regarded as likely to prove satisfactory, the 
cost of supply from these Mills was the lowest. 

( 493.) ^ 
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(c) No; and in any case the information would be misleading because 
the standard of service must be taken into account. 

(d) The contract with this flour mill is still valid; but Government have 
already called for fresh tenders from owners of Flour Mills to meet their 
increased demand. 

Jh, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad; With reference to part (d) Of the question, 
may I ask, will the Government now, leaving out the past, adopt aS a’ 
measure of economy the cheapest rate for giving the contract and find out 
whether they cannot get the wheat ground at cheaper rates? 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie: No, Sir. The work at present is being done 
satisfactorily having regard to the standard, and is supplied at economical 
rates. On the question of economy, it should be noticed that the process 
of grinding is one only of the processes and that the finished product 
compares favourably as a general rule in price with articles of similar 
quality in the open market. 

Dr.^Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: It may be satisfactory as far as the work is 
concerned; but from the point of view of the taxpayers I think, if you 
inquire, you will find that this thing can be done with equal efficiency at 
two-thirds of the price, if not half. 

Mr. O. M. O. Ogilvie: Government at present are of the opinion that it 
cannot be done at a cheaper rate, but the rates of grinding are subject to 
periodical revision, and if it were found to be excessive they wo\ild certainly 
be reduced. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Has the Honourable Member made any attempt 
to find out by inquiry whether the others also will give satisfaction as much 
as this mill gives? 


Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: Now that the demand has increased owing to the 
rise in the number of troops, more tenders have been put out and we shall 
see whether other firms can do the work cheaper and better. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I am not concerned with any firm—^X, Y or Z. 
I am concerned with the rate, and I think, if the Honourable gentleman 
made an inquiry, he will find that it can be done at two-thirds of the price 
and this thing can be done even today; and even the same contractor will 
take on the work at two-thirds of the present cost if he sees there is 
competition. 

Mr. l^esident {'The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The Honourable 
Member is not asking any question. 


Extension of the Duration op the Simla Season,*^ 1940. 

+70. «Saidu Sant Singh; (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member 
please state whether an announcement was made that the duration of the 
■Simla season 19W would be from 4 to 4^ months? If so, will he please 
-state whether it is a fact that Government’s stay in Simla was for practi- 
tcally the same period as heretofore? 


tAnswer to thi. question laid on the table, the qnertioner being abrent. 
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(b) What expenditure was anticipated on the basis of 4 to months* 
^stay at Simla? 

(o) What has been the extra expenditure involved as a result of the 

■ extended stay? 

The Honourable Sir He^nald Maxwell: (a) Yes, it was announced that, 
as the annual second Session of the Central Legislature would be held in 
Delhi between the middle of September and the first part of November, 
tile stay of the (Government of India at Simla would be reduced from 6 to 
4 or 4j months. As, however, it was decided not to convene the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly before the 5th November, 1940, it was found to be un¬ 
necessary for (Government to return to Delhi before the 13th October, and 
the stay in Simla was in effect just under six months. 

(b) and (c). The duration of the Government of India's stay at Simla 
affects only a few items of expenditure connected with the exodus, for 
example, telephone trunk calls, carriage of dak bags, house-rent allowances 
and compensatory allowances. The estimated expenditure on trunk calls 
and carriage of dak was Rs. 1,00,900 and Rs. 66,744, whereas the actual 

■ expenditure was approximately Rs 45,000 and Rs. 53,000 respectively. 
The extra expenditure involved in these items on account of the larger stay 
was roughly Rs. 21,000. The corresponding figures for the allowances, 
which are granted only to the members of the staff, are not available. 

Unduly Large Number of Officers moving up to Simla. 

f71. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member 
please state the reasons for which nearly all officers—about 90 per cent.— 
in the Secretariat moved to Simla, when the major portion of the work 
was done by 80 per cent, of the clerical staff stationed at Delhi? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member please state the reasons for not keep¬ 
ing a larger number of officers at Delhi when about 80 per cent, of the 
ministerial establishment was detained here during the hot weather? 

(c) Ts it a fact that most of the Indian Civil Service officers up to the 
rank of Deputy Secretary have had to work in the plains as district 
authorities in all weathers, including summer? 

(d) Will the Honourable Member please state whether there would be a 
saving in expenditure on account of movement of files, etc., if, during 
summer, officers are kept at Delhi in proportion to the ministerial establish¬ 
ment? 

(e) Is it a fact that everybody in India is expected to help in the 

prosecution of war by making monetary and other sacrifices? If so, are 
Government prepared to give a lead in this direction by stopping Simla 
exodus and by utilising the savings, if any, towards war purposes? If not, 
why not? i 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) and (b). •Important as it is 
for Officers to be in touch with their clerks, it is much more important for 
them to be in touch with each other; and as it was not poeeible to keep both 
officers and clerks together if the volume of the Simla exOdus were to be 
reduced, the system actually adopted was considered the most advantageous 
in the circumstances. 

f Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 

A 2 
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(c) Yes. 

(d) I cannot say without a detailed scheme. In any case the proposal 
is not regarded as feasible. 

(c) While Government are fully alive to the necessity of economy, 
they must also take into account the necessity of maintaining t^e efficiency 
of the administration. 


Contributions by Officers of the Army and Air Forces Headquarters ^ 
TOWARDS the DEFENCE SAVINGS FrOVIDENT FuND AND DEFENCE SAV¬ 
INGS Certificates. 

172. ^Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Defence Secretary please state if the 
military and other officers employed in the different Branches of the Army 
and Air Forces Headquarters are contributing sums of money towards 
(a) donation to Defence Savings Provident Fund, and (b) Defence Savings 
Certificates? If so, will he please lay on the table a statement showing 
the amounts contributed? 

Mr. 0. M. a. Ogilvie: Government have no information on this subject, 
which is the private concern of the officers themselves. 


Officers and Ministerial Staff of the Home Department and its Attach¬ 
ed AND Subordinate Ofitces who moved up to Simla last Summer 
AND Expenditure incurred in the Move. 

f73. ^Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member 
please state: 

(i) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks of his 

Department and attached and subordinate offices who moved 
up to Simla with the Government of India camp offices in 
April 1940; 

(ii) the number of officers who accompanied the camp office to 

Simla; 

(iii) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks who were 

called up in each month during last summer to Simla and the 
period for which they were called and why; 

(iv) the number of staff and the officers, separately;* who were re¬ 

quired to attend duties at Simla and New Delhi, and how 
many times each went to Simla, and what was the period of 
his stay on 6ach occasion; and ' 

(vl the total cost on account of the last move from Snd to New* 
Delhi of his Department undet the following heads: 


fAnswer to Ahio question laid on tho table, the queetioner being absent. 


A 
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(1) travelling allowance, etc.; 

(2) liouse rent allowance; 

(8) daily allowance; and 

(4) all other expenditure in this connection? 

(b) What efforts do Government propose to make to curtail the expen¬ 
diture on account of the move of the camp office of this Department? 

The Honouiable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a), (i). Four Superintendents, 
20 Assistants and 34 clerks. 


(ii) Thirty four officers of whom six were recessing at Simla. 

(iii) and (iv). Ten clerks in all were called to Simla at different times 
during the summer owing to the pressure of urgent work connected mainly 
with the war. They remained there until the end of the season as the work 
for which they were called up continued. One cashier went to Simla at 
the beginning of every month to disburse pay. A statement giving the 
information as regards staff called to Simla temporarily is laid on the table. 


(v) Information with 

followi: 


regard to the Home Department proper is as 

Rb. 


(1) Travelling allowance ....... 14,930 

(2) House rent and compensatory allowances . . . 14,700 


(3) Daily allowance ........ <‘*7/8 


As regards other expenditure such infckmation as is available relates to 
all Departments and has been given in reply to question No. 70 which 1 
have just answered^ 

(b) The requirements of the Department will be reviewed afresh before 
the next season with every regard for economy. 


Statement showing {%) the number of officers and staff of the Home^ Department and its 
attached oj^es who were required to attend duties at Simla and Delhi, (it) the number of 
times each went to Simla and the period of his stay on each occasion. 


(t) At Sjnila~" 

No. of Oflacert 





38 


No. of staff . 




. 

103 

(moved with 

At Delhi— 

No. of Officers 




• 

11 

Government 
of India.) 


JNio. of staff . 


218 
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{it) Number of Officers and staff going 

No. of times 

Period of stay 

to Simla from Delhi in addition 

each went 

on each 

to those shown above. 

to Simla. 

occasion. 

Officers. 

1 

1 

About a month. 

1 

6 

For periods varying" 
from 6 to 19 days. 

1 

2 

About a week each 
time. 

Staff. 

One Superintendent. 

1 

About a week. 

One Stenographer. 

3 

About a week each 
time* 

One Stenographer. 

1 

About a week. 

Three clerks. 

2 

About a week. 


Conferences, Committees or Sub-Committees held at Simla last Summer 

UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE HoME DEPARTMENT. 

174. *Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Honourable the Home Member 
please state: 

(a) the names of the different conferences, committees or sub¬ 

committees held at Simla during the last summer season 
under the control of his Department; 

(b) the name of the chairman or presidents of each of such 

committee^ etc.; 

(c) the names of Government Members stationed at Simla and who 

were required to attend such conferences, etc.; 

(d) the number of members who came to Simla from outside to 

attend the meetings of such conferences, etc., and the total 
cost on account of their travelling and other charges paid by 
Government; 

(e) the number of ministerial staff sent for from New Delhi to attend* 

to the requirements of such conferences, etc., and the expen¬ 
diture on their travelling, etc., and other charges; 

(f) the savings in each case if the meetings of these conferences, etc.,. 

had been held at New Delhi; 

(g) the reasons for holding each of-these conferences, etc., at Simla 

and for incurring expenditure on account of payment of 
travelling allowance and other charges to the members who 
came to attend from outside; and 

(h) whether he proposes to curtail the expenditure on account of all 

of these conferences, etc., by holding their meetings at New. 
Delhi instead of Simla in future; if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) A meeting of Provincial 
Bepresentatives was held in Simla for the purpose of confidential and 
informal consultations with the Home Department on a number of quesr- 
tions of common concern including various aspects of internal defence.. 

(b) I was the chairman. 

t Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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(c) The Secretary, Additional Secretary and a Deputy Secretary of the 
Home Department also attended. 

(d) , (f) and (g). The meeting was attended by 14 Provincial Repre¬ 
sentatives including five from the Punjab who were in Simla. No expendi¬ 
ture beyond that referred to in the reply to part (e) was incurred by the- 
Central Government on this account. Some Provincial Governments may 
have incurred an additional expenditure of a few hundred rupees on 
account of the conference being held in Simla but it would not have been 
administratively convenient to hold it in New Delhi. 

(e) One. lla. 200 approximately. 

(h) Whether future conferences are held in Simla or New Delhi must 
depend on the circumstances of the case and the urgency of the questions 
under consideration. 

OmoBRs AND Ministerial Staff of the Finance Department and its 

Attached and Subordinate Offices who moved up to Simla last 

Summer and Expenditure incurred in the Move. 

176. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance- 
Member please state: 

(i) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks of his- 

Department and attached and subordinate offices who 
inoved up to Simla with the Government of India camp* 
offices in April 1940; 

(ii) the number of officers who accompanied the camp office to* 

Simla; 

(iii) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks who 

were called up in each month during last summer to Simla 
and the period for which they were called and why; 

(iv) the number of staff and the officers, separately, who were- 

required to attend duties at Simla and New Delhi, and 
how many times each went to Simla, and what was the- 
period of his stay on each occasion; and 

(v) the total cost on account of the last move from and to New 

Delhi of his Department under the following heads; 

(1) travelling allowance, etc.; 

(2) house rent allowance; 

(3) daily allowance; and 

(4) all other expenditure in this connection? 

(b) What efforts do Government propose to make to curtail the ex¬ 
penditure on account of the move of the camp office of this Department ?“ 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: (a) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(b) The strength of the camp office moving to Simla has been kept at 
the minimum, and no further curtailment is feasible. 


I Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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CONFERKNCES, COMMITTEES OR SuB-COMMITTEBS HELD AT SiMLA LAST SuMMEB 
UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT. 

176. ''^'Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
please state : 

ta) the names of the different conferences, committees or sub¬ 
committees held at Simla durinp; the last summer season’ 
under the control of his Department; 

(b) the name of the chairman or presidents of each of such com¬ 

mittees, etc.; 

(c) the names of Government: Members stationed at Simla and 

who were required to attend such conferences, etc.; 

(d) the number of members who came to Simla from outside to 

attend the meetings of such conferences, etc., and the total 
cost on account of their travelling and other charges paid' 
by Government; 

(e) the number of ministerial staff sent for from New Delhi tO' 

attend to the requirements of such conferences, etc., and 
the expenditure on their travelling, etc., and other charges; 

(f) the savings in each case if the meetings of these conferences,. 

etc., had been held at New Delhi; 

(g) the reason.s for holding each of these conferences, etc., at 

Simla and for incurring expenditure on account of payment 
of travelling allowance and other charges to the members 
who came to attend from outside; and 

(h) whether he proposes to curtail the expenditure on account of 

all of these conferences, etc., by holding their meetings 
at New Delhi instead of Simla in future; if not, why not? 


The Honourable Sir Jeremy Eaisman: (a) to (g). A statement is laid 

on the table. 

(h) From the information given in the statement it will be clear that 
no curtailment of expenditure would result from the change suggested. 


t Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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practicable to pofitpone 
the meetings till after 
Government’s return to 
Delhi. 
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OriioERS AND Ministerial Staff of the Defence Department who moved 
UP TO Simla last Summer and Expenditure incurred in the Move. 

177. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Defence Secretary please state: 

(i) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks ot his , 

Department who moved up to Simla with the Government 
of India camp offices in April 1940; 

(ii) the number of officers who accompanied the camp office to 

Simla; 

(iii) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks who 

were called up in each month during last summer to Simla 

and the period for which they were called and why; 

(iv) the number of staff and the officers, separately, who were 

required to attend duties at Simla and New Delhi, and how 
many times each went to Simla, and what was the period 
of his stay on each occasion; and 

(v) the total cost on account of the last move from and to New 

Delhi of his Department under the following heads: 

(1) travelling allowance, etc.; 

(2) house rent allowance: 

(3) daily allowance; and 

(4) all other expenditure in this connection? 

(b) What efforts do Government propose to make to curtail the 
expenditure on account of the move of the camp office of this Depart¬ 
ment? 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie: (a) (i). 56. 

(ii) 9. 

(iii) April— Nil, 

May—One Superintendent for three days. 

June, August and September.—One clerk in each month for five, six 
and three days respectively. 

They were required in Simla for duties connected with accommodation 
and establishment. 

(iv) One officer proceeded to Simla from New Delhi five times during 
the season. His stay amounted to from three to six days. With regard 
to.staff, the infoi-nuijiuu is contained in t^ie reply just given to clause. (a)’ 

(iii)- , ‘a 

(v) (1) Its. 24,509-4. : ' > ' . 

(2) Its. 4,984-14. ■ 

(3) 11s. 288-0. *• . ' 

(4) Its. 5,256-9. 

(b) Every effort possible, , , 

t Anawer ip this question l^id on the tal)^e, the questioner beiqig absent. 
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CONFBBBNOBS, COMMITTBBS OB SUB-COMMITTEES HELD AT SIMLA LAST SUMMBB 
UNDBB THE CONTBOL OF THE DEFENCE DeFABTMBNT. 

j78, *Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Defence Secretary please state: 

(a) the names of the different conferences, committees or sub¬ 

committees held at Simla during the last summer season 
under the control of his Department; 

(b) the name of the chairman or presidents of each of such com¬ 

mittees, etc.; 

(c) the names of Government Members stationed at Simla and 

who were required to attend such conferences, etc.; 

' (d) the number of members who came to Simla from outside to 

attend the meetings of such conferences, etc., and the 
total cost on account of their travelling and other charges 
paid by Government ; 

(e) the number of ministerial staff sent for from New Delhi to 
attend to the requirements of such conferences, etc., and 
the expenditure on their travelling, etc., and other charges; 
^f) the savings in each case if the meetings of these conferences, 
etc., had been held at New Delhi; 

(g) the reasons for holding each of these conferences, etc., at 

Simla and for incurring expenditure on account of payment 
of travelling allowance and other charges to the members 
who came to attend from outside; and 

(h) whether he proposes to curtail the expenditure on account of 

all of these conferences, etc., by holding their meetings at 
New Delhi instead of Simla in future; if not, why not? 

Mr. 0. M. G*. Ogilvie; (a), (b) and (c). No formal conferences or 
' committees were held by the Defence Department during the last summer 
season. 

(d) None. 

(e) None. 

(f) , (g) and (h). Do not arise. 

79. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, question No. 79 is now unneces¬ 
sary. We have got our grievances redressed, and so I am not putting this 
question. 


BESOLUTION RE APPOINTMENT OF A PEEMANENT MUSLIM 
PILGKIM OFFICER IN THE SECRETARIAT OF THE GOVERN¬ 
MENT OF INDIA.—confd. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The House will 
now resume consideration of the following Resolution moved by Mr. H. M. 
Abdullah on the 6th November, 1940: 

“That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that a suit¬ 
able Muslim be appointed as permanent Pilgrim Officer in the Secretariat of the 
-Government of India to be in charge of the work connected with pilgrimage to the 
Holy places in the Hejas, Iraq and Iran and all matters connected with pilgrims.” 


f Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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Mftulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani (Tirhut Division: Muhammadan): 
"Sir, the other day I was submitting. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); I may remind the 
Honourable Member that he has got eight minutes to finish his speech. 

Maulyi Muhamn^ad Abdul Ghani: Sir, I was submitting to you the 
other day the necessiljy of having a Muslim officer to look into the'grievances 
of the pilgrims. In that connection I was submitting that their grievances 
are not put properly, simply because the non-Muslim officers are not so 
sympathetic and so conversant with the grievances of the Haj pilgrims. If 
there is a Muslim officer, on account of his knowledge and also his instinct, 
he will go into the grievances, make proper representations to the Govern¬ 
ment and then get all those grievances redressed. The other day I said 
that ^or want of a Muslim Officer the construction of the pilgrims' camp 
at Karachi which was most needed was stopped during the year 1938-39 
although provision was made in the Budget. It was not a question of 
economy because ample money was then^ at the disposal of the Govern¬ 
ment out of the quarantine fund. That day I felt that some list of grie¬ 
vances is necessary to impress the Government that a whole time officer is 
needed. It has been said in reply to a question—unstarred question No. 28 
—that every year almost about one hundred Amir-ul-haj are appointed and 
they submit various reports; and so it is necessary to analyse their reports. 
Besides proceedings and reports of various provincial and central Haj Com¬ 
mittees, suggestions and inquiries made by other persons and bodies are 
ample to take up the time of a Muslim Officer. Besides we know that the 
poor Indian Hajis are robbed not in one place but in various places. Had 
there been a Musljm officer lie would have shown to the Government and 
invited their attention that they are needlessly harassed and taxed. You 
know that the Government of India charges per pilgrim Rs. 3 as Kamaran 
‘Quarantine fee. Just a day or two when these very iHajis after making 
• quarantine there reach Jeddah, they have to pay Rs. 25 per head; and if 
you will inquire, the various reports say that there is no arrangement for 
any medical relief for the Hajis except a few by the British Consul there. 

Why is such a thing allowed? Is it not desirable that tlie Government 
'of India should press in their international relationship with the Hedjaz 
Government and; tell them that either they should make proper arrange- 
•ments to justify the levy of Rs. 25 per pilgrim or put a stop to imposing 
such a levy on them. Besides that, Sir, Rs. 66^6-0 per head is charged for 
various other things, and thus about Rs. 18 lakhs are paid by the Indian pil¬ 
grims only to the Hedjaz Government. Over and above again they have to 
pay about 1 lakh and 16 thousand rupees more for things already included in 
Rs. 66-6-0 per pilgrim. I do not like to go into the details of all the items. 
I am in possession of a copy of a Report of the Chairman of the Karachi 
Port Haj Committee. He personally went there and saw all the com¬ 
plaints of the poor Hajis with his own eyes in 1939. Although each Haji 
has tordeposit Rs. 66-6-0, even then no care is taken of him, and the same- 
charges are levied again and again. If they do not pay a second, quaran¬ 
tine fee of Rs. 25 at Jeddah, they are detained and are not allowed to 
-perform their Haj. What kind of a zuloom is this? TJie poor Hajis go 
there to perform their Haj and other religious ceremonies once in their 
lifetime, and if they fail to pay this sum of Rs. 25, they are stopped 
.altogether from performing their iHaj, and thus they have to waste all their 
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money and energy. When they reach Minu, there are no proper sanitary 
arraiigeinents made. They have to pay heavy fees to several personalities. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Itahiin): The Honourable 
Member's time is up. 

Maulvi^ Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Alright, Sir. These are the things 
which necessitate the appointment of a Muslim Officer so that he may 
draw the attention of the Government of India to the complaints of the 
Hajis, and there is ample money at the disposal of the Government of 
India. No money need be paid out of the public exchequer if objected 
on grounds of economy. The poor Hajis pay amply. The Govern¬ 
ment of India charge Es. 57,000 from Hajis of India alone, say Es. 3 
per head as quarantine fee there, and the Government of India can very 
well spend and find the money out of that amount for the appointment of 
a Muslim Officer. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eaiiim); The Honourable 
Member has said that already. There is no more time left. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Very well, Sir, with these words, I. 
support the Kesolutiop, 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, as this is a question 
affecting one of the religious and sacred duties of the people wlio want 
to perform BLaj, 1 have full sympathy for the particular grievance, for 
the redress of which thi.s llesolution has been moved today. I am not 
a Haji myself and cannot become a Haji. I can become a Haji if I 
cease to be a Hindu, which 1 don 't want to. Now, Sir, in this Eesolution 
there are only two points of importance,—the first is whether there is 
any need for a permanent officer, and, secondly, whether the duties 
connected with this kind of work should necessarily be entrusted to a 
Muslim officer. The Honourable the Secretary for Education has in 
his speech tried to make out a case that the work is not sufficient for a 
wholetime officer to keep him engaged throughout the whole year. As 
against that, my Muslim friends say that enough work is not being done 
because there is not a man to look after this worlv properly, and if there 
was a wholetime Muslim officer he would be able to devote his attention 
exclusively to the Haj pilgrim work and there will be enough and more 
work for him to do. On that point, I am not going to say mucji, because^ 

I do not know what kind of grievances there are, to which he will have 
to pay attention. Then the second point is, are those duties of such a 
nature that they must necessarily be performed by a Muslim officer? 

I believe having heard the grievances of the Hajis and having listened 
to the speech of the Honourable the Education Secretary, if there is 
a competent officer, no matter to what race or religion he belongs, he 
will be able to discharge that duty, and I do not think it is necessary 
to have a Muslim officer duly. Of course, a Muslim Officer will perhaps 
be able to appreciate the difficulties of the Hajis better, but looking to the 
nature of the duties, I do not think that necessarily the officer must be 
a Muslim onlv. I may say that in appointing an officer, preferably a 
Muslim may be selected, but to pin do'Wn the choice to Muslims only.' 
ip the Eesolution itself is, in my opinion, not correct. Of course, as *r 
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if a Muslim could preferably be appointed for the purpose, it would 
be better, but that condition need not be rigidly laid down in the Resolu- 
ivion itself, and there should be some latitude for the appointment of any 
•officer of any race or religion if, in the opinion of the Government, he is 
competent and sufficiently alert to take prompt steps for the redress of 
grievances of the Hajis. This is the only observation I wish to make. 
I have, otherwise, full s.vmpathy for the grievances referred to in the 
Resolution. 


The Honourable Sir Oir]a Shankar Bajpai (Member for Education, 
Health and Lands): Sir, this is the first occasion when I address the 
House, not as a Member, but as a stranger, with merely the right of 
-audience; but that makes no difference either to my old associations or 
’to my own old loyalty, and I hope that my colleagues will continue to 
•extend to me in full and generous measure the indulgence that they 
^ave extended to me in the past. 


Sir, coming to the Resolution, there is one observation made by my 
:friend, Mr. Ghulam Bhik Nairang, whom 1 do not see in his seat today, 
i;hat I should like to touch upon. There was a suggestion from him that 
we probably looked upon this llesolution as having been framed in a 
•spirit of levity. Tt will be improper for us to draw any sucdi inference 
•considering the religious implications of the subject. It would have been 
equally improper, considering the earnestness and the sincerity with 
•<which Mr. Ghulam Bhik Nairang approaches ail public questions. I can 
assure him, and those who have spoken in support of this Resolution, 
‘that there is no such suspicion in our minds at all. The question at 
nssue is a very simple one. Do we need a wholetime officer, all the 
year round, in order to look after the difficulties of the Hajis, or do we 
not? Now. Sir, I have had some experience of this denartment. I 
have served in every capacity in it. My association with it goes back 
17 years, and, therefore, perhaps Honourable Members will give me 
credit for speaking with some knowledge of what the requirements arc. 
'The work itself falls chronologically into two seasons. There is the off 
season, when there is no Haj. Then the work is fitful; it is mereiy 
limited to an examination of reports that come from Jeddah, that come 
from Haj Committees, that come from individuals. That, on my exreri- 
•^ence so far as it goes, can easily be dealt with by the department as it is 
at present constituted. Then, you come to the season immediately 
preceding the Haj and the Haj season itself. Undoubtedly, the work 
"then is heavy, but I do not for a moment plead guilty to the charge that 
there has been anv casualness so far in the disposal of the work, even 
during the heavy season. My officers, the Secretary, the Deputy Secre- 
'tary and the Under Secretary concerned, have done their best. And 
I would remind mv Honourable, friends that the Hai Enquiry Committee 
which went into this question parefiillv,—T am speaking from memory, 
hut I think I am correc^did not itself mak^^ anv recommendaMon to t^e 
effect that a wholetime officer was necessary all the year round for the 
"purpose of looking after the Hajis. ^ 

Mr. M. S. Aney; What w^is the year of the report? 
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The Honourable Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai: That report is, I think, about 
ten years old. But the Question asked by iny Honourable friend. Mr. 
Aney, has an implication of importance, namely, that times change and 
with that, needs change too. Tt is because of our realisation of the possi¬ 
bility of a change and the desirability of a change that we have decided 
to take this step. We have decided to put an officer on special duty this 
year, in order to see whether the existing arrangements are in any way 
inadequate during the Haj season in so far as looking after the comforts 
and the needs of the pilgrims is concerned. That is the reason why we: 
have made this experiment. 

Honourable Members may have drawm from the s])eech of my Hon¬ 
ourable friend, the Education Secretary; the conclusion that we have set 
in our minds some rigid limit as to the duration of this experiment, that 
we propose to try this experiment only for tins year, that we have already 
made up our minds that the experiment will he a failure and that, there¬ 
fore, for the future we do not consider the possibility of repeating this- 
arrangement either on a seasonal basis or on an annual basis. I can assure 
my Honourable friends that we have not closed our mind in any such 
way at all. This is essentially an experimental arrangement and it is our 
intention when we get the report of the officer—and the instructions to 
the officer will ho to make a report on this aspect of the 
matter—we propose to see for ourselves, in the light of the report, whether- 
a seasonal repetition of this is necessary or whether something more en¬ 
during is needed in the best interests of the Hajis. 

Now, Sir, Tdhink that Honourable Members who have spoken' in sup¬ 
port of this Resolution are Mussalmans. My Honourable friend, Mr.' 
Aney, has also supported them, but the majority are Mussalmans. They 
approach this question as a question of faith. T submit for their consi¬ 
deration that they are equally the custodians of the taxpayers’ money, 
and it is for them to consider, in the light of the report of the officer wliom 
we have put on special duty, as to whether a permanent arrangement is 
necessary or whether seasonal repetition would suffice. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Would the report come up for consideration here? 

Th© Honourable Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai: T was just going to add that 
when that report comes, it is my intention to place it before the Standing 
Haj Committee of this Legislature. They will have the fullest possible 
onportunity of examining it and tendering advice to Government. I am 
also prepared to put a copy of the report op the table of this House so^ 
that the House may have an opportunity of discussing it. 

In brief, the position is this. So far, we have not felt from experience 
the need of a permanent officer. Now, we feel that Mussalman sentiment 
is in favour of a permanent officer. Ten years^ have elapsed since the Haj 
Enquiry Committee reported, and it seems desirable to review the \vorking 
of the existing arrangements in: the light of the experience gained. Would 
anything be fairer than the offer which I. have made to the Hopse today, 
namelv, that we shall; give instructions to this officer to report as to whe¬ 
ther this arrangement is necessarv on a permanent basis or on a seasonal 
basis, or whether the enquiry that he would make would^ be sufficient 
really to adjust matters for the future. These three questions are open 
for examination) and they will be dealt with in the report. ; The report 
will be in the hands of the Standing Haj Committee which is representative* 
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of the Muslim Members of this House. Subsequently, it will be before 
the House itself. In other words, Government will not only be guided by 
their own individual and independent judgment, but will have before them 
the advice of the Standing Haj Committee and this House. I submit that, 
in the light of the considerations which I have now j)laced before the 
House, it is not necessary to press this Resolution to a division {ind T hope 
that my Honourable friend will be agreeable to withdraw it on tlie assurance 
that I have now given. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh FazM-Haq Piracha (^North-West runjab: 
Muhammadan); What are the terms of reference which the* Honourable 
the Education Member has given to the officer who would make the 
enquiry? What are the points on which the en(|uiry is to be made by the 
officer appointed? 

The Honourable Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai: Tt is rafla r difficult, on the 
spur of the moment, to repeat the instructions which ha\o boon given to 
this officer. Priwa facie they deal with the actual working of the existing 
arrangements at the ports for the Hajis. but I am going to go further than 
that. 1 am going to ask this officer to report upon the desirability or 
otherwise of more permanent arrangements in order to ensure tliat the 
Hajis perform their religious duty as befits the subjects of an enlightened 
Muslim State. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan Rural): I do not take the Government of India in' water¬ 
tight compartments, T consider the problems as a whole. I do not believe 
in the argument that this subject forms part of the Education Department, 
that subject, of the Defence Department, a third, of the Foreign Depart¬ 
ment. and so on. In addition to the work that has been outlined by the 
nrevious speakers and also sympathetically considered by the Honourable 
Member in charge, there are two'other points which we have also to fake 
into consideration in taking a final decision on this particular question, 
though my Honourable friend may say that it does not legitimately come 
under the jurisdiction of his department. One thing is that we have got a 
large number of houses and other property built up by the Indians for the 
benefit of Indians. These houses have been takem by persons who have 
no right to take possession of them. They let them out for their own 
advantage. I think some of my Honourable friends know definitely about 
some of these houses. It is necessary that there should be an enquiry as 
to the houses belonging legitimately to Indians and then we can think over 
the method of taking possession of them. 

Jfr. liftlchand Navalrai (Sind; Non-Muhammadan Rural): Where are 
those houses:? i 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad; In Mecca. Several Indians built houses in 
Mecca for the benefit of Indians'who go there for pilgrimage. These houses 
baVe been misappropriated by certain "J)ersons there and the Indians are 
not allowed to stay there and thev are given to people of other natiohalities 
who derive benefits, but the Indiains who go there derive no bfenefit even 
as regards the rent charged. ■ 

Mr. ^L,^cliao4 Navalrai; Arp other nationalities allowed to go .therej? 

B 2 
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Dt. Sir Ziftuddin Ahmad: A large number of Mussalmans, that is. from 
Java and other places. 

Mr. Lalchand Kavalrai: I would like to go there. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Do go. You will probably become a better 
man after your return from there. 

As I was saying, Sir, there is one more important thing to which I 
would like to draw the attention of the House. And for saying this, I 
have now got authoritative reasons. T was told by a reliable person that 
there is a good deal of propaganda which is being carried on in Mecca by 
the Italians. The Italians arc now preparing a certain number of Mussal¬ 
mans coming from the Italian territories to perform their Haj and to carry 
on their propaganda among the Hajis during the Haj season. If that is a 
fact, then I think it is very desirable that the officer whom the Govern¬ 
ment may choose should also look after this particular tiling. We should 
not devide ourselves into watertight comnartments. If it is not the business 
of the Education Department, let the Foreign Secretary or somebody else 
look after it. I think it is very desirable that a person who has got some 
'Sympathy with the Mussalmans should be appointed to do this work so that 
the Indian Mussalmans may not incorrectly become the victim of the propa¬ 
ganda from our enemies. [ know it also tliat the Nazis wanted to do their 
propaganda but they were not allowed to have any access there hut the 
Italians have got some access there and there is reason to believe that they 
may carry on some kind of propaganda there during the Haj season. So, 
your officer will be able to do some exceedingly good work if he is properly 
selected and will be able to do some counter-propaganda and thus the effect 
of the Italian propaganda will be lost. These are the points which we 
may consider in connection with the ensuing Haj. You have already got 
your officer there but, you have to consider that he has got to perform not 
only his ordinary duties but also the other duties which I have mentioned. 
With these words, I support the motion. 

Haulvi Syed Murtuza Sahib Bahadur (South Madras: Muhammadan): 
Mr. President, I am a member of the Standing Haj Committee and was 
also a member of the now defunct Haj Inquiry Committee, and, therefore, 
T must have my say on this subject. All the speakers on this side have 
made out a fairly good case in favour of the Eesoliition moved by my Hon¬ 
ourable friend, Haji Abdullah Sahib. I am glad to say that from the 
Government side there was no opposition, nor was there any lack of sym¬ 
pathy on their part. The only thing that the Secretary of the Education 
Department saiej the other day was that if such an appointment is to be 
made, the officer would not have full time work. If at all, there would be 
work for him for about six months, three months before and three months 
.after the Haj pilgrimage. 

Sir, so far as I can make out, there will be tight work for Six months 
1)0 this officer and light work for the remaining period of six months. 
This, 1 do not think, Government will mind. So far as the quarantine 
fetation at Kamaran is concernedv the Hohsel may not be alive to the fact 
that the sum spent for the upkeep of that establishment exceeds one lakh 
of rupees. This expenditure is not met from the Cental r^venjues hut is 
jTi^t, so far as I know, out of the fund of th6 pilgrims. Though we were 
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not in favour of having a quarantine station at Kamaran, we were bound 
to accept it simply because of the International Law. There are about 45 
officers and subordinates attached to the Kamaran quarantine station. If 
I am wrong, the Secretary of the Education Department will correct me. 

I am open to correction. I arn saying this from the reply given by the 
same officer in answer to a question put to him the other day by my Hon¬ 
ourable friend, Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad. Now, what is the work that they 
do? They do only 50 hours work during the whole year. They spend only 
two hours for every ship. The number of ships that, sail from India as 
well as Java comes to nearly 25 and so, in all, the establishment has to 
spend only 50 hours. And yet the money spent on the maintenance of 
this establishment, as I have said, exceeds a lakh of riij)ee8. Now, so far 
as this Resolution is concerned, the sum involved is very small as compared 
to that amount. It is only a few thousand rupees. If you appoint an‘ 
officer oh, say, Rs. 600 to Rs. 1,000 or, say, Rs. 800 to Rs. 1,200, the 
total amount will come to Rs. 12,000 or Rs. 15,000 per year. I do not' 
think the Government will grudge paying this amount for the sake of an' 
important duty which is incumbent on every Mussalman who is financially 
and physically in a position to do. Such a function is being looked after 
by the Government, and I am the last man to level any charge against 
them by saying that they have not done their duty properly. 1 am not the 
man to say that. I have been in the Assembly for the last 18 years and 
I have never said anything against Government when they were doing 
their work properly. At first, we had Sir Mian Muhammad Shaft and Sir 
Fazl-i-Hussain in charge of this Department but now we have been having 
non-Muslim Members in charge of this portfolio. We do not grudge it^ 
since they have been doing their duties in a manner which the departmental 
officers who have to attend to multifarious engagements can be expected 
to do. So, our request is that a special officer should be appointed to- 
attend particularly to these duties which are conducive to the Haj pilgrim* 
age. It has been stated in the Resolution) that a Muslim special officer 
should be appointed. There is much significance in saying this. The 
House is fully aware of the fact that the Government have got the Eccle¬ 
siastical Department under their management, and what do they do? 
They are always cautious enough to have that portfolio under a Christian 
Member and not a Hindu or a Muslim Member. Do we grudge it? Cer¬ 
tainly not, because they have every reason to think that a Christian Member 
is expected to evince much more interest than a non-Christian Member. 
The same argument holds good with regard to this Resolution. We say that 
a Muslim special officer should be appointed not because non-Muslim offi¬ 
cers do not do their duty properly but because a Muslim is expected to do 
it more interestedly, more promptly and more efficiently. 

This is our case. Sir, our case is that this should not be opposed by 
the Department; on the other hand, I expect that my Honourable friend 
in charge of this portfolio and also his Secretary would lend their support 
and see that this paltry sum of a few thousand rupees is sanctioned. So 
I would request Government on behalf of all Muslim Members that they 
would support this Resolution without any opposition whatsoever. With 
Ihese few remarks, I resume my seat. 

Some Honourable Members: I move: 

“That the question be now put.**. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 
"‘Th^t the question be now put.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. H. M. Abdullah (West Central Punjab: Muhammadan): Sir, in 
view of the speech made by the Honourable the Education Member and 
sympathy shown by him in favour of the Resolution, I beg leave of the 
House to withdraw the Resolution for the present. 

The Resolution was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 


RESOLUTION RE SCRAPPING OF THE LONDON COFFEE MARKET 
EXPANSION BOARD BY THE INDIAN COFFEE CESS COM¬ 
MITTEE. 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza (Nominated Non-Official): Mr. President, I rise to 
move the Resolution which stands in my name which is as follows : 

“That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that the 
Indian Coffee Cess Committee be in.srtructed to scrap the London (’offee Market 
Expansion Board, at any rate while the war lasts and divert the fund.s .so released to 
further develop the Inaian market as the activities of the London Board during the 
last four years have not resulted in the slightest improvement either in sales or in 
consumption of Indian Coffee in the United Kingdom and the Indian market has 
proved more responsive and is capable of vastly increased development.” 

The Resolution com(\s up for discussion at a very opportune moment. 
The Indian colfco industry is passing through a most acute crisis due to 
the closing of the traditional export markets on the Continent of Europe 
caused by Nazi aggression. Unless an outlet is found for the surplus crop 
in the immediate future, there will necessarily he a collapse of prices in the 
internal market, and the industry will be irretrievably ruined. Any disaster 
to the industry will have far-reaching effects. The capital sunk is over ten 
crores of rupees. The area under cultivation exceeds two hundred thousand 
acres giving employment to nearly 2,00,000 labourers. The industry pro¬ 
vides more than a crore of rui)eeK to the balance of trade in favour of India 
so that the importance of the industry to the internal economy, no less 
than to the foreign trade of India, cannot be exaggerated. I may add. 
Indian planters are as vitally interested in the industry as Europeans as 
they own five-eighths of the acreage under coffee'and pay about thcj same 
proportion of cess. For these reasons I regret to see that my Honour¬ 
able friends on the Congress Benches are not here to assist in the delibera¬ 
tions as they profess to take a keen interest in Indian agriculture. 

Mr. F. E. James (Madras: European): They are celebrating the 
Italian victory. 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza: So great is the concern of the Government of 
India in the fate of the industry that I understand emergent legislation for 
inaugurating a control scheme is on the anvil, and I take this opportunity 
to give expression to the gratitude of all the coffee planters in Southern 
India to the Government of India for the promptness with which they have 
come to our rescue. I have special pleasure in paying a tribute to the 
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^Commerce Member, my Honourable friend, Sir Ramaswami Mudaliar, for 
the great assistance wliich he rendered while presiding the other day at 
the Merchants’ and Planters’ Conference at Madras, and for the expedi¬ 
tion with which he is preparing emergent legislation for being placed before 
this Honourable House. He is a great coffee drinker, I may say. 

Apart from stabilising the prices in the internal market, the Control 
Board will have to find new markets for the export of the surplus. And 
my intention in moving this Resolution is partly to place certain aspects 
before the Government of India in the hope that they will take them into 
consideration in their search for new markets. The most obvious market 
for Indian coffee is the market a;t our very doors, viz., the home market. 

It is a vast market not subject to disturbances by war or rumours of war 
tor dislocation by economic foroes, such as economic nationalism, tariff 
vralls, quotas, exchange restrictions, etc., and as J shall presently show, 
lit has proved a most responsive market and will be capable of absorbing 
the entire produce of coffee in the country. 

Althouudi the coffee grown in India is amongst the finest grown in the 
world, it is a curious circumstance that the per capita consumption in 
India is about the lowest in the world. It appears from the latest report 
on the marketin'JT of (ioffc.e by the Agricultund Marketing Officer to the 
<}overnment of India that in 1932-S3 the per capita consumption per 
annum was five cups. To promote sales of Tinlian coffee in India and 
abroad this House by Act XIV of 1035 established a (’offee Cess Com¬ 
mittee to be financed by levying a cess on all exports. The Committee 
began its propaganda in India in 1935 and in 1936-37 the per capita con¬ 
sumption rose to seven cups or 0»136 pounds. If tlie rate of coiisunqition 
increases by another seven cups, or 0*15 pounds per head, all 
the coffee grown in India would be absorbed, and there would be no need 
to search for fresh markets. 

It is a strange circumstance that no planter has yet made an attempt 
to tap the Indian market. 96 per cent, of the coffee consumed in India 
iis consumed in Madras. Travancore, Mysore and Coorg, the home of its 
growth, and only four per cent, outside. It is an unknown drink in Sind, 
TSlorth-West Frontier, Punjab and Northern India, where there is an 
abundant milk-supply, and where, therefore, conditions are most favour¬ 
able for spreading a coffee habit. How popular the habit can become even 
in the short space of two years is proved by the phenomenal suci'css of 
India Coffee House opened by the Coffee Cess Committee on Queens Road, 
Ne.w Delhi. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Member 
for Commerce and Labour) : Opened by me. 


Dr 7 X DeSouza; .opened bv the Honourable the Commerce 

Member, ’as'he says, and I would ask Honourable Members to pay a 
•visit to this Coffee House and see for themselves what excellent results 
the propaganda of the Coffee Cess Committee has achieved. 

It would be a moat hygienic habit if India adopts coffee as a national 
bevemse Coffee is both a food and a stimulant. It promotes the drinking 
■of mUk on a large scale in a most palatable form. Under Prohibition it 
Sias been found to be an excellent substitute for alcoholic drinks and it is 
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staple drink in Islamic countries. -\s an intellectual stimulant its action* 
is well known. It is, I think, the poet Pope, who in depcribing the efFectsi 
of coffee just then introduced into England on the politicians of his day,, 
says: 


“Coffee, which makes the politician wise, 

And makes him seo all things through his half-shut eyes.” 

Perhaps the most intellectually alert people in tlu' world are the French¬ 
men, the Yankees and the Madrassees. All of them are coffee addicts ^ 
their per capita consumption per annum exceeds twa pounds. Who knows 
whether the Madrassee politician excels because of the quantities of cups- 
of coffee which he quaffs? 

Perhaps the politicians from other provinces will give it a trial. Ini 
any case I think coffee drinking is a habit which d ,'serves encouragement 
at the hands of the national legislature. 

Owing to very restricted finances, the Coffee Cess Committee has not 
been able to open more than 14 coffee houses in India by way of propa¬ 
ganda. A programme for further expanding coffee houses in the most 
promising parts of India, namely, at Calcutta,. Agra, Lucknow and 
Peshawar or Pawalpindi at a modest total cost of rupees twenty-five 
thousand per annum was under consideration when the amount was 
suddenly diverted to London under what I consider to be an unjustifiablb' 
demand. 

The United Kingdom market has not been* a responsive market to 
Indian coffee. England is not a coffee drinking country. The total annual 
consumption does not exceed eighteen thousand tons. Between the years 
1921 and 1935 her annual consumption of Indian coffee steadily fell from 
2,400 tons to about 1,800 tons. The London Market Expansion Board 
commenced its propaganda in London under the auspices of the Indian 
(Joffee Cess ('oininittee in the year 1936. The Director of the Boards 
Mr. Oliver, has displayed wonderful technique in advertising” Indian Coffee, 
but notwithstanding all hig efforts the sale of Indian coffee in Tjondon has. 
steadily fallen both absolutely and relatively. In 1936, Hie sales amounted 
to 1,879 tons or 11*5 per cent, of the total consumption, in 1937 to 1,737 
tons, or 10-9 of the total consumption, and in 1938, to 1,501 tons or 
9«6 per cent, of the total consumption. The reason for this fall was.the 
emergence as producers of mild coffee of Costa Pica and Kenya, in both 
of which countries British peojile had financial interests, and it is not 
likely that they would sacrifice their dividend's for the blandishments oi 
Indian coffee. 

It is a curious circumstance that the decline m consumption of Indianr 
coffee in the United Kingdom synchronised with a similar decline in the* 
British Dominions. In the quinquennium ending 1934-35—I am quoting 
these figures from the Report on Coffee Marketing by the Agricultural 
Marketing Officer to the Government of India, the Gommonwealth share 
of exports of Indian coffee fell from 56 per cent, to 34 per cent, and m 
1936-37 they reached the lowest figure of 23 per cent, while exports to 
foreign countries increased from 44 per cent, to 66 per cent, during the 
same period This decline coincided with the coming into operation of the* 
Ottaw’a Trade Agreement between the United Kingdom and India. I made 
bold to prophesy at the time that Ottawa wousfdi rinsg Hie death kiaisil oi 
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Indian coffee within the Empire. But whether it is a case of cause and 
effect or of a mere coincidence it is for political economists to say. All that 
I am concerned with is that not even the vigorous campaign of Mr. Oliver 
has been able to arrest the decline. But he is no more to blame for the 
failure than Mrs. Partington for her failure to stop the waves of the Atlantic 
Ocean with her mop. Only few people will be found to finance Mrs. 
Partington in her operations. 

I am a firm believer in promoting trade within the Empire, in streng¬ 
thening the silken ties of loyalty to the Throne with the golden 
bonds of commerce. If, as I have shown, the Ottawa policy of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India has completely failed in promoting inter-ernpire trade, 
so far at least as Indian coffee is concerned, may I respectfully ask them 
to press for an increased preference? My Honourable friend, Sir 
Muhammad Zafrullah Khan, on the last occasion, ns licader of the Indian 
Delegation, vigorously pressed for preference at the rate of 2d. per pound, 
and we are grateful to him; but, unfortunately, he failed. Now that the 
results of Ottawa are manifest, another representation may be more 
successful. 

Under present conditions is there any justificat’on for the Indian Coffee 
Cess Committee for remitting any portion of their dwindling income from 
India to London? Between the years 1936-40, a total sum of Es. 1,77,496^ 
has been spent on the liOndon Board; but the results are like Dead Sea 
fruit. The sales have steadily fallen. The London merchant will not buy 
any more Indian coffee than is absolutely necessary for blending purposes. 

Meanwhile, the income of the Coffee Cess Committee is steadily falling 
owing to the fall in exports. The receipts in 1040-41 amounted to 
Es. 1,89,620; during the year 1941-42 they are estimated to be Es. 86,980. 
On the other hand, while the war lasts all propaganda on the Continent 
will have to be necessanly stopped and in England enonnously curtailed. 
And now that His Majesty’s Government has granted a quota of 2,000 tons 
to Indian Coffee further propaganda will be useless. Nevertheless, this is 
the time selected by the Coffee Cess Committee to grant a spectacular 
increase in the salary of the Director from £450—500 to £800—850. This 
increase has been sanctioned by the Government of India inspite of protests 
from Indian Planters’ Associations throughout the country. And last 
month a remittance of £2,100 was made to London of which 66 per cent, 
was to cover the salaries of the Director and his Assistant and 33 per cent, 
to cover their expenses for the only form of propaganda possible viz.,. 
selling Indian coffee to persons taking refuge in air raid shelters. The 
situation would be comic if the interests of Indian planters were not so 
deeply affected. Kenya under similar circumstances has disbanded their 
London Board. The Indian Coffee Cess Committee insists on retaining 
theirs. People are asking in all seriou.sness whether the Indian Board is 
a Board for the expanding of the market for Indian coffee in London or 
for maintaining the London Director and his Assistant in a Khuahi job* 
while the war lasts. 

Who stands to benefit by this expenditure of Indian money on the 
London Board ? Not certainly the planters who pay the cess; they are 
financing a losing market. Mr. Clement Lake, the representative of 
Mysore planters on the London Board, was outspoken in his criticism. He 
said he did not think much good could he done by carrying on f)ropaganda 
in the United Kingdom under war condition whereas he felt there was a 
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tremendous scope for coffee market expansion in India. He doubted 
whether the Board’s efforts had succeeded in increasing the consumption 
of Indian coffee. It was said that if the propaganda is interrupted now, 
much ground would be lost. But admittedly all the ground previously 
held for propaganda purposes has been abandoned owing to the war. The 
only ground now held are the canteens in air raid shelters. It is hoped 
that it wall not be necessary to retain these when peace is restored. 

The parties who really benefit are the European trading and shipping 
firms. They have their representatives on the Committee who have 
managed to obtain a predominant voice in the management of the Com¬ 
mittee’s affairs both in London and here. They have vested interests in 
the London trade. When primary producers and middlemen work together 
the former invariably go to the wall. Incidentally the shippers and 
traders seem to have obtained the ear of the High Commissioner. But 
I maintain that to divert the money paid by the impoverished Indian 
planter to finance the London Board to benefit the European Shipper and 
European trader is a grievous wrong done to the Indian planter. The 
Committee is the trustee appointed by the Government to administer the 
funds for the benefit of the planter. And if the funds are diverted to other 
purposes or there is a suspicion to that effect, it becomes the duty of the 
Government as the author of the trust to intervene. It is not open to 
them to shelter themselves, as the Honourable the Commerce Member 
seemed inclined to do the other day behind the plea that these matters are 
really for the consideration of the Indian Coffee Cess Committee. The 
wrong becomes all the more grievous if propaganda in India which is far 
more fruitful is starved for the purposes of financing London. 

This brings me to a point which was raised by my Honourable friend. 
12 Noon Ziauddin Ahmad, the other day. He asked 

why it was that when this Honourable House imposes 
a tax by way of a cess, as for example, cess on cotton, 
cess on lac, ce.ss on ('offee, no facilities are given to this 
House to examine whether the money so collected is properly spent. The 
various committees appointed to administer the cesses behave virtually 
like a Star Chamber. They e?(clude the press and the public from their 
deliberations. This is not a healthy state of things, especially when as in 
the present case, there are representatives of conflicting interests on the 
Committee. I venture to submit that to prevent one set of interests 
obtaining a predominant voice in the management to the prejudice of 
other interests, it is advisable to appoint an independent Government 
officer of sufficient status to be able to hold the balance even. T am glad 
to find that Government propose to appoint a Government officer of high 
status as executive officer of the Central Board to be soon constituted for 
'Coffee. 

In conclusion, I shall advert to a very interesting question that will 
arise. Shall we be able to regain the markets which we have lost for our 
coffee when peace is restored? That is on the lap of the Gods. It would 
depend upon what would be the new order to be established in Europe. 
Whether it is going to be a federation of semi-sovereign States with 
custom’s unions controlled by the League of Nations, or whether it is 
going to be, as at present, a conglomeration of sovereign States, each 
striving for economic self-sufficiency with all the paraphernalia of tariff 
•walls, import quotas and exchange restrictions, no one can say. In any 
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oase, I feel certain that even without the war we would have, by the 
play of economic forces, lost the markets in England and on the Continent 
of Europe, to which we have been so fondly clinging, and the war perhaps 
from that point of view was a blessing in disguise. I conclude, therefore, 
with the obsers^\tion with which I began and that is that the most stable, 
the most certain and the most ample market for the Indian coffee is our 
own internal market and we need cultivate no other. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Resolution moved: 

Governor General in Council that the 
ilnaian Coffee Cess Committee be instructed to scrap the London Coffee Market Expan* 
fiion Board, at any rate while the war lasts and divert the funds s<^) released to further 
■develop the Indian market as the activities of the I^ndon Board during the last four 
yeai^ nave not resulted in the slightest improvement either in sales or in consumption 
•of Indian Coffee in the United Kingdom and the Indian market has proved more 
'.responsive and is capable of vastly increased development.” 

Hr. P. E. James: Mr. President, as the only other Member of the Coffee 
Cess Committee in this House, I feel it right that I should make the House 
ftware of the precise position. My Honourable friend, Dr. DcSouza, has 
been diverting as usual, he has diverted from his own proposition, and in 
fact T think he is so lukewarm about his own Resolution that he forgot to 
move it! 

First of all, let me say that T repudiate very strongly indeed the sug¬ 
gestion made by Dr. DeSouza that the expenditure on the coffee propa¬ 
ganda in the London market is incurred for the benefit of European 
shippers and traders. The attempt to drag in a racial issue in a matter 
which is not in the least racial is one of which Dr. DeSouza ought to bo 
thoroughly ashamed. 


Dr. P. X. DdSouza: Not at all; I assert it with all the earnestness at 
my command. 

Mr. F. E. James: That makes things worse. 

Dr. P. X. DeSouza: Your proposition is absolutely absurd. 

Mr. P. E. James: T will not say thoroughly ashamed, hut I will say 
that I hope he will in future regret. 

Dr, P. X. DeSouza: I shall never regret it. 

Mr. P. E. James: What is the Indian Coffee Cess Committee? First 
of all what is its composition? Its composition is such that it is quite im¬ 
possible for what Dr. DeSouza calls the European shippers and traders 
ever to have a predominant voice. My Honourable friend has forgotten the 
composition of this committee. I do not want to weary the House, but I 
may observe that apart from the fact that eleven persons represent the 
ooffee growing industry iteelf, a big majority are Indians. There are five 
persons representing the agricultural departments of the various Glovem- 
nients in the South, there is one representing the Imperial Council of Agri- 
-cultiiral Research and there are three persons only, representing what are 
ilescribed as “trade interests” and of these one is an' Indian. Therefore, 
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under any combination which is conceivable in any circumstances whatso¬ 
ever, the European shippers and traders, as the Honourable Member has 
described them, can never secure anything approaching a preponderance of' 
influence on the committee. 

The other point is this. Under the Coffee Cess Act of 1985 which this 
House passed, an export cess is leviable upon tlie exports of coffee and 
so the money for propaganda is derived from the ])roceods of this export 
cess. Presumably, therefore, those who are financially interested in this 
matter may be trusted to see that the money which is collected is spent 
in the way in which they wish it to be spent. The expenditu'-e of the 
money is in the hands of this Indian Coffee Cess Committee, subject, of 
course, to the review of the Central Government. The budget which is^ 
estimated year by year is carefully examined, first of all, by an executive 
committee and then further by the meeting of the Coffee Cess Committee 
which all mend)ers are invited to attend. This is the Committee which 
decides on policy with regard to the relative amount to be spent on propa¬ 
ganda in India and abroad. It is, of course, unfortunate, that on this^ 
committee, in this particular instance, Dr. DeSouza constantly finds him¬ 
self in a minority of one. 

Dr. P. X. DeSouza: I have been excluded deliberately. 

Mr. F. E. James: My Honourable friend has not been excluded. The 
persons who are on that committee are the persons who are returned by 
the trade itself. At the last meeting of this committee, I well remember 
my Honourable friend making his ca.se either for reduction of the amount 
spent in London or for the abolition of the Coffee Market Expansion Board; 
but he did not secure one single vote in his favour at that meeting. 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza; I was in a minority, it is true and, therefore, I 
have come here. 


Mr, F. E. James: I am glad my PTonourable friend represents a mino¬ 
rity community in this House. But he carries it to an absurd length 
when he represents himself as a minority in this House from the Coffee* 
Cess Committee. 

Sir, it is true that the position' with regard to propaganda outside India 
is difficult, owing to the events of the last summer. The Committee had 
this matter of the money which is spent on propaganda in London very 
carefully under examination. As a matter of fact the grant for expenditure 
in London has been reduced by over 25 per cent, and furthe'*'* reductions 
have been requested of the London Foard during the present year. It 
also true,—no one makes any attempt to dispute the figures that my 
Honourable friend has quoted,—rthat both the volume and the percentage 
of Indian coffee consumed in the United Kingdom declined between the 
years 1936 and 1938. He will, of course, remember that the Coffee Market 
Expansion Board,.in the origination of which I had a large part, only began 
its work towards the end of 1936, and naturally, the first stages of 
its work were mainly in the direction of investigation,’so that results could 
not be expected quickly. Actually that Board has not been working fully 
for more than three years, and my Honourable friend surely cannot expect 
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•quick results. (However, there is one encouraging statement. The war 
has, as I have said, had a disastrous effect upon the European markets. On 
the other hand in a circular issued on the 10th September by the Ministry 
%)f Food we learn that His Majesty's Government have granted quotas for 
the import of coffee into the United Kingdom during the season 1940-41. 
India is granted a quota of 2,000 tons which is a 17 pet cent, increase upon 
the average consumption in the London market during the previous three 
years. On the other hand East Africa is granted a quota of 7,500 tons 
which is an increase of only eight per cent, over the previous average. 
Thus, even so far as His Majesty’s Government is concerned, India has 
gained in the quota fixed.- It is certainly a matter of consideration as to 
whether that gain would have been agreed to by His Majesty’s Government 
had there been in London no coffee market propaganda work. Now the 
matter was referred to the Committee in London and I want to read a 
telegram which was sent by the High (Commissioner for India after con¬ 
sidering the communication from India requesting a curtailment of activi 
iries. This telegram reads as follows: 

“Board considered your letter in all its aspects. They strongly express the extreme 
'desirability of continued publicity in view of the vital importance of the United 
Kigdom market to Indian producers and the opportunity created by tea rationitig and 
probable restriction of foreign coffee imports and the presence of large dominion 
forces and refugees. Board strongly believe that any serious curtailment of its 
activities in the United Kingdom which is the Largest market for Indian coffee would 
undo most of the good work already done and make it extremely difficult to reorganise 
■propaganda after the war.” 

My Honourable friend suggests that the only work which the propa¬ 
ganda board in London is doing was the encouraging of the drinking of 
coffee in air raid shelters. He has not even read his own reports. The 
telegram goes on to say: 

“The introduction of Indian coffee to National Service canteens has been extended 
to industrial canteens thus providing vast scope for expansion." 

The Board then goes on to say that they appreciate the difficulties of 
the Coffee Cess Committee in this country which is faced with a curtail¬ 
ment of available funds. The Board agreed to a reduction of the grant 
and goes on to say that the Board’s recommendations are fully supported 
hy the Indian High Commissioner. 

This is dated the 12th September, 1940. It seems to me, Sir, that 
in view of the almost unanimous recommendation of the representatives 
of the coffee industry it would be unwise for this House to entertain a 
proposal which would, in spite of their declared wishes, abolish an insti¬ 
tution,in London which has done good work and which is capable of doing 
extremely good work even during war time. 

There is one observation which my Honourable friend made to which 
1 should reply. He referred to the money which is spent in the United 
Kingdom and to the percentage of it which is spent upon salaries. Well, 
Sir, the success of a propaganda board largely depends upon the success 
of the propaganda officer; and if my Honourable friend chose to turn to 
the figures as to the money spent in India upon propaganda he would find 
that: an eyen larger percentage of that is represented in the salary bill. One 
cannjqt dp 'propagt^nda without propagandists and, therefore, if the salary 

prcpag^u^dipts Is a reasonable percentage my Honourable friend cannot 
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complain. Sixty-six per cent, on salaries is not an unduly high proportion 
in view of the excellent work of this propagandist. 1 may say that, al-^ 
tliough my FTonourable friend speaks of protests being received from asso¬ 
ciations of coffee producers in different parts of the country against the 
increase of salary which was granted to the propagandist last year on the 
expiry of his first term, he has not quoted those paiiicular associations 
by name nor does he reveal the fact that this increase in salary was ap- 
j^roved by the ('ommittee of which he is a member. I believe at that 
particular time he was not present and in his absence the recommenda¬ 
tion was accepted unanimously. 

I have no further comment to make on this proposal of my Honourable 
friend, Dr. DeSouza, excef)t to express to the House the hope that it will 
not entertain it for one single moment. As 1 said at the beginning, the 
money conics out of the ])Ockets of the exporters and it is administered by 
a committee representing Indian growe.rs who in themselves and through 
provincial representatives of Governments are in a majority on that com¬ 
mittee. If, therefore, the industry itself wants this work to be carried on 
I do not see why the House should interfere wdth that decision. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan); May i ask one question? 

Is there a progressive increase in the consumption of coffee, since the 
establishment of that Board in London, during the last three years, leaving 
aside this quota of 2.000 tons this year? 

Mr, F, E. James: No. T explained to the House that T accepted my 
Honourable friend’s figures which do actually show for the three years,— 
the last available figures being for 1938,—that there was a decrease in 
volume and a decrease in the relative percentage of consumption of coffee 
in the United Kingdom. There are a great many reasons for that and we 
are satisfied that had there not been a Coffee Market Expansion Board in 
I^ondon that decrease would probably have been very much more. And 
that is the considered view of the representatives of the industry. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Mr. 

President, the purport of the Pesolutlon which my Honourable friend. Dr. 
DeSouza, has moved is merely to scrap the Tjondon Board which is in 
charge of the expanding of coffee cons\imption in the United Kingdom. 
Various other matters have been raised in the course of the discussion; 
and another member of the Indian Coffee Ce.ss Committee, my Honourable 
friend, Mr. James, has controverted some of those issues. I shall briefly 
deal with the issues that have been raised by my Honourable friend, Dr. 
DeSouza. 1 am thankful to him for the compliment he paid me lor the 
interest I have taken in the work of the Tpdian Coffee Cess Cemmittee 
and in the problems of the planters of coffee in this country. CfDming 
from the South, I have a personal interest in this matter, as a coffee 
addict myself; and I should like to see this habit growing in Nbrthem 
India. 

My Honourable friend referred to the fact that very recently T had 
the honour of presiding over a conference df planters ahd industrialists 
and businessmen dealing with coffee in Madras. The recommendations 
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of tbut conference are now under active consideration in the Commerce 
Department, and I hope in the course of this Session to introduce a Bill 
very much on the lines that liave been recommended by that confereni^e 
and by the Indian Coffee Cess Committee, lines which 1 understand have 
been generally approved by the trade and business interests engaged in 
coffee. Two questions have been raised by niv friend, Dr. DcSouza: one- 
relate.s to the utility of the work that is now being carried on by the 

Coffee Board in London and the second relates to the salaries paid to the 

staff; and let me say here that it is not quite accurate in describing the- 
salaries as being 66 per cent, of the present expenditure. The salary of 
Mr. Oliver is £7o0 and of the lady assistant £300, making a total of 

£1,050 as against £2,400 which has been sanctioned for 
the next year for the total expenditure on this business. (A Voice: 
“£2,100”). Even so, it is not 66 per cent. My Honourable friend objected 
to the rise in the salary of Mr. Oliver in London. I happen to know 
Mr. Oliver myself. T met him in London; T bad opp(jrturiitIcs of watch¬ 
ing the work that was being done by the Board in England and particu¬ 
larly of the work done by Mr. Oliver. But there is no need to go into 
the merits of that work, because my friend, Dr. DeSouza, paid a hand¬ 
some com])]iment to the work of Mr. Oliver. The question that he raised 
was whether the increase of that salary was justified. Wheir 
the Indian Coffee (IJess Committee sent up its recommenda¬ 
tion to the Government that the salary of Mr. Oliver should 
be increased and asked the Government to sanction its re¬ 
commendation for such increase, 1 was not personally haj)py over the 
proposition at all. The Government of India asked for specific reasons 
why that salary should be increased; and here let me tell my Honourable- 
friend, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad, that in these matters while we do pay the 
greatest attention naturally to the recommendations of a committee such 
as the Indian Coffee Cess Committee constituted for the purpose of orga¬ 
nising its own industry and spending the proceeds of the cess in a way 
most beneficial to the industry; and while from the very nature of the- 
constitution of that committee we are bound to give the highest value- 
to any recommendation that comes from that organisation, Government 
still do reserve to themselves the right of questioning any particular 
recommendation and of modifying anv particular budget proposal that they 
may send up or of regulating in other ways, as the Government may 
think fit from time to time, the expenditure of that Board. Let there be- 
no misunderstanding on that point whatever. Tt is in pursuance of that 
f)olicy that when the recommendation came up from this Board, the 
Government, not feeling quite happy that there was even a prima facie' 
ease made out for the increase, asked the Coffee Cess Committee toi 
justify in greater detail why this increase was called for 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Bouthern Divisions r 
Muhammadan Bural): May T ask one question? Has this House alsa 
got the right to criticise these reports and if so, will he supply the 
reports of the Coffee and Tea Cess Committees to the Merhbers of the- 
Assembly ? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswaml MudaHar: If 

the Government; have got the power to consider the recommendations of 
this committee and to sanction or to refuse, a fortiori the House has got a 
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right to do so, because the House can criticise every action of the Gov¬ 
ernment. As far as the reports of the Committee are concerned, the 
other day in answer to my Honourable friend’s question I said I would 
consider whether the report should be circulated. As a matter of fact, 
since then I have ascertained that copies of this report are regularly 
kept in the Library of the House and are available to Members of the 
House; and if any particular Member is so interested in coffee—and I 
hope every one of them will be interested—I shall be very happy to 
supply copies to all the Members. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: In order to interest the Members more in coffee, 
they should be supplied with a copy of the reports. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Kamaswami Mudaliar: I shall 
accept the suggestion. The Indian Toffee Cess C’oinrnittee. in reply to the 
Government’s questionnaire, stated: 

“Tho Board strongly recommend that Mr. Oliver, the present Directi^r, whose 
term of appointment will expire on the 30th September, should be asked to continue 
in the same post for another three years on the salary suggested.” 

And, in justification of that, they say: 

“The suggested inercn.se might appear to he rather high. Tho position, however, 
tippearod tn he that if the proposal were not agreed to by my Committee, our \^ork 
in the United Kingdom might seriously suffer, as the experience gained by Mr. 
Oliver during the past three years would he lost to the Board, who would conse¬ 
quently he hard put (o it to find a .suitiible substitute for Mr. Oliver As the 
Board had felt that Mr. Oliver, its chief executive officer, was indispensable to carry 
on its work, my Committee h^id necessarily to accept its strong recommendation.” 

This is the rcc()»tiineiKlati(ui made unanimously by the London Board 
and accepted nnanimously by the Indian Coffee Cess Cornntittee the 
constitution of which my Honourable friend, Mr. James, has already re¬ 
ferred to ... 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Was lie offered some other more remunorativo job 
T^ornewhere ? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: That 

is so. As a matter of fact, he was offered another job and they were about 
to lose him. In the face of that justification T felt that it was not fair, 
it was not possible for the Government to suggest that the increase in 
snlary should not be granted. 

Tict me now come to the question of whether the work of tluj Lnndon 
Board should he scrapped. Here, again, as soon as the war broke out— 
and in fairness to the Coffee Cess Committee my Honourable friend, Dr. 
BeRouza, may have recognised it—the Board itself set up an inquiry 
whether the work of the Ijondon Board should be scrapped and whether 
the time had not come, owing to the circumstances that have supervened 
since the outbreak of the war, for that work to be arrested during the 
period of the war. This is Ihe letter that the Indian Coffee Cess Com¬ 
mittee addressed to the Coffee Market . Expansion Boarf in Ldh dori J 

“It does not how appear to my Committee that these hop^ will 'materialize, and 
any iCommIttee shall be able to get much by way of: cess reotfipts • for some time to* 
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come, or, to continue for long to finance coffee propaganda activities in the United 
Kingdom and in India, on the scale hitherto done. 

Further so far as propaganda work in the United Kingdom and on the Continent is 
concerned, exhibitions and fairs, participation in which is an important item of work 
of the Board, are unlikely to be held during the period of the war, and the oppor¬ 
tunities for making fresh personal contacts with the trade may become few .... 

In the circumstances explained above, my Committee is anxiously awaiting the 
proposals the Board wo.uld like to make regarding its future programme of work. 

In this connection, my Committee is anxious to develop the nearer outlets for 
Indian coffee . . . .” 

It was in reply to that that the I.(Onclon Committee met again, consi¬ 
dered the whole position and stressed the fact that at this time it would 
be disastrous if the work of the board were arrested, though they were 
willing to consider the suggestion of continuing the work of this Board 
on a less grandiose scale. Accordingly, from an expenditure of €4,500 
they have reduced it to £2,400 in the current year and to £2,100 in the 
next year.' These propositions again were put before the Government: 
they had been considered both by the London Board and by the Indian 
Coifee Cess Committee. The executive had strongly recommended it. 
The Coffee Cess Committee unanimously supported that recommendation* 
and Government felt again that, in those circumstances, it was not for 
them to question ihe wisdom of an organization which was primarily 
intended to look after the interests of every one, coffee growers, coffee 
sellers, in this country, shippers and all, that it was not for them to ques¬ 
tion the wisdom of that unanimous decision, and the Budget has been 
accepted. I only wish to stress the fact that Government do not auto¬ 
matically accept the recommendations of these Committees, hut they 
do weigh these recommendations and give that weight which is due to 
them, specially when they are adequately supported. 

My friend, Mr. James, has already referred to the composition of the 
Indian Coffee Cess Committee. It is true that one or two organizations 
representing ihemselves to be organizations of Indian planters in certain 
localities protested against the increase of salary given to a particular 
Director, but on the Coffee Cess Committee are represented all organized 
Indian associations separately from the European, and among thoso 
nominated by the Government, most of them are Indians, and the 
Chairman himself is my esteemed friend, Baja Praveena Mr. Madhava 
Bao, the First Member of the Council of the Mysore Government, and 
therefore it is impossible for me to accept the position that all aspects 
of the question were not considered, and that all interests did not liave 
their say in the matter especially when a unanimous recommendation was 
presented to it. My friend referred to the fact that proposals are now 
afoct for a coffee control scheme. In that connection T hope to haVe 
the composition of this Committee slightly altered, and I can assure my 
friend that he need have no hesitation at all in thinking that any sort 
of racial majority will prevail, or that the interests of the Indian planters 
will not be adequately safeguarded. I would like him to wait and see 
the composition of that new Board. As it is, in the present Coffee Cess 
Committee the representation is adequate, hut he will find that in the 
new Control Board the same caution has been observed', and that the 
interests of the Indians and Europeans alike, are safeguar’ded. Sir, that 
is what I have to say on behalf of the Government. I regret it will not 
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be possible for me to go against the recommendations of these various 
(;ommittee and J3oards and to advise the scrapping of the London Market¬ 
ing Hoard. And may 1 say thi^.? Ueference has been made to the 
lae.t that the total qmmlity of (^olfee consumed is at present small iu- 
.spite of the existence of a Cotfee Propaganda (kjnnmittee, but the Propa¬ 
ganda Committee is conc'cnied with many more things than merely with 
the extent of cons\imption for the time being. At tlie present time it is 
small, because shipping facilities are not readily available. There are also 
other reasons why the (jiiantily has to be resti-ieted, and J ndia has not 
suffered very badly by the quantitative restriction, tlioiigli I am hoping, 
and the (Jovernmeiit of India is using its best efforts to see that the 
United Kingdom takes even larger quantities of Indian coffee than they 
liuve so far done, fncidentally, may 1 say that my I'lhaul Mr. James, 
while he was a(;enrate in the ae. wir he gave to m> friend, Mr. A>iey, 
as to tile extent of coffee consumption nj) \o (he year did not g,iv<? 

tlie cotfee eonsumptiou in 1930, for tlu' simple reason that tile figures were 
kept secret after th(‘ war. As a matter of fact, in eight months of 1989 
iiiore coffe(' was eonsunn'd than in any one of tlie ]wions yi'nrs, 1089 
was in faet a record year, the perceiilage having goiu‘ np to 14-h per cent, 
of thc‘ total coffee drunk in (he United Kmg<lom as compared with 11 
per ccail. in any of the previous years. The propaganda tfiat is now being 
done is of this kind. There are variL'us cantiams, to wlheh this c'offf'O is 
suj>p!ied, the industrial eantceus, army eanti^ens, the ('anteen at Ch(4sea 
and so forth. If you cam got tlu'se j^eople to interest themselves in ('ofTee 
at the present time, I .im perfectly certain that once that habit is caught 
on, tlie habit will stay on, and that is tin* value of the prO])aganda at 
the present time. For all these la aN»)ns, T hopi', my friend, Dr. DoS.on/.a, 
will consider the advisability of withdrawing his Pesoluiion. 

Mr. Husenbhai Abdullabhai Laljee (Bombay Central Division: 
Muhammadan lUiral): Sir, 1 had no intention to intervene in this 
debate as 1 liav(‘. no practical ex])erienco of coffee planting or coffee in¬ 
dustry. But wlion T heard that Past Afri(*a lias scrapped the London 
Office of the CMffeo Cess Oommitiee, then as a business man with some 
connection with East Africa, it struck me that the coffee ])raduction of 
that counlry is much more than ours, that planters of East Africa had 
naturally been interested in the expamion of their coffee market not only 
to J^lngland but to all places in Europe, that the Government of East 
Afi’ica always ]jaid much greater attention to the interests of their coffee 
))lanlers and gave them all facilities to develop their coffee industry in 
East Africa. Tn fact the coffee trade of East Africa has been developed 
at the cost of tlie interests of Arabia and other countries. Therefore, 1 
do feel that when East Africa decided to do away with this Cess Com¬ 
mittee, our coffee planters in this country should have woke up and 
realised tlie position much earlier. My friend, Mr. James, pointed out 
that had it not been for our officers there, we would not have got the 
quota of even two thousand tons. That ])ring 9 me. Sir, to a most 
important question, and that is, until and unless we have a special 
officer in England, in the heart of London, this country will not get any 
quota uffialsoever in Great Britain, leave alone the world market. This 
is the nientality of my English brethern even today, and it is a thing 
foi which w'e ought to feel very sorry. In season and out of season we 
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have always found that a great deal has been done to send European 
exports to various countries,—I do not want to mention the special 
encouragement given for the purpose i\y way of export credit, special 
banking facilities, shipping facilities, insurance, subsidies, protection and 
what not, bnt so far as our poor country is concerned, nothing has been 
done by our Govemnient .... 

The Honourable Biwan Bahadur Sir A. Eamaswami Mudaliar: 

Nothing} ?- 


Mr. Husenbhai Abdullabhai Laljee: Nothing really. It really pains us 
to SCO that when a lar<£(' pof)nlation of India, nearly 00 j>er cent ot it, is 
dependent on agriculture, we have got no shipi)ing facilities; we have to 
depend on foreign (Companies, we have to go to foreign syndicates, to get 
shipping orders,--not only to llritish, but lo Italian, tierrnan and others. 
We were (dton told by our Foreign shipping pc^ople in Bombay and Cal¬ 
cutta that they had to g!o by the International and other shipping confer¬ 
ence rules, and pnderence would l^e given to those people who have their 
flags running on their sliips, and not to us. This, Sir, is a fact. I wish 
my friend, Diwan Bahadur Sir liauiaswamy Mudaliar, had not interrupt¬ 
ed me. Sir. w^e have no banking facilities; no bank will accept our 
shipping documents as they do of European, and this is a w^ell-known 
fact. Then the same complaint applies to insurance com])anies. My 
fi’i^nds here have been representing many insurance', companies. Even 
after the Insurance Act w'as passed, they took up the agencies of Italian, 
American and German companies, hut little did they care to co-operate 
with the Indian companies, and what do we find? We find that the 
importers insist n]:on sending the goods insmeal through fortdgn com¬ 
panies, not only British, but any foreign company, but not Indian. These 
are the handicaps under which we are working. The agriculturist has to 
pay for it very heavily, and this is the interest evinced by our Govern¬ 
ment in 90 per cent, of our agriculturists. 


My friend, Mr. Janies, says: ‘Oh, the cess has been realised from 
the exporters and tliey ought to have the voice’. 1 may say that 
because the salt tax is realised from the salt importers like myself, there¬ 
fore it is not paid liy the poor Indians. The Export duty on grains and 
other things is certainly realised from the exporters. But who really 
pays? The Agriculturist pays. It is the tenant who pays the revenue 
of the Government, not the landlord, though it is the hand of the 
landlord that pays it. Everything that is paid as cess or duty or other¬ 
wise is, it is common knowledge, paid by the producer and not by the 
exporter. These exporters like myself, f am one—if I find a better 
market I will buy from there, I will not buy Indian coffee for the sake of 
paying the cess. We are business men. Dr. Sir Ziauddin knows the 
business man very well. He knows what he means by a businessman, 
I also know very veil. A large portion of the exploitation of the country’s 
prosperity is by the hands of. the European businessmen. It is on 
account of these businessmen' that this Empire is kept going on, world 
wars are being waged for the purpose of exports, and that export is 
carried on all over by these businessmen. Nobody wants to come to mv 
poor country. Nobody wants to remain in this country but for the 

c 1 
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exports. I am really sorry that the poor people are being exploited so 
very much. I strongly feel that the real voice ought to be of the agri¬ 
culturist, it i^ his shoe that pinches. For goodness sake, do not think 
about others doing your propaganda outside, do not consider anything else 
than this, namely, you must hnd out the view of the person who pays 
it, the person who feels it, the person who has to bear it. It is his point 
of view and nothing else that should weigh with the Government. With 
these few words I do urge that the views of the planters, as has been 
represented by my Honourable friend, Dr. DeSouza, must be respected 
and looked into. 


Dr. F. X. DeSouza: I am indebted to my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Huseiibliai Laljee, for bringing it prominently to the notice of the House 
that one of the countries most vitally interested in propaganda for their 
produce, namely. East Africa, has withdrawn its London office as soon 
as the war wAs declared. Thiey thought that it is useless spending money 
on a very large scale on maintaining their Board in London while the 
war lasts, and for obvious reasons. What propaganda is possible there 
during war? While in liondon bombs are bursting over you, are you 
going to participate in exhibitions, or are you going to go and say to 
people wdio have taken refuge in canteens, please take this cup of coffee 
because it is a very much better coffee than Kenya coffee? The whole 
proposition is ridiculous. Kenya is wise and we are foolish. We are 
spending £1,200 a year on the London Board, which is a very large slice 
of our income. We are maintaining an office for a director and a lady 
assistant and just going round a canteen and saying, well, will you take 
this cup of Indian coffee? It is much better than any other coffee in the 
market. It is ridiculous. If anybody else had done it, T would have 
laughed at it; but, unfortunately, I as a planter feel hurt, that mv money 
is spent in a manner from which no benefit can be derived. T feel that 
that n)oney has boem scandalously wasted over a pampered director and 
his assistant. For whose benefit? My Honourable friend, Mr. James, 
got wild. He said that I raised racial prejudice. It was not my intention 
to raise any racial prejudice. T respect Englishmen, I love them even. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Don’t respect them more. 

Dr. F. X. D^Souza: All that I said was that the shippers and traders 
and not planters, benefit from the London Board. Many an English 
planter lias told me the same. I am more in touch with the majority 
of the English planters in Mysore than my Honourable friend is, and 
they have asked, “what are you doing in London? We are wasting our 
money there. Oliver and his friends get high prices for their coffee. That 
is all”. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Today being Friday, 
the House has got to rise now. But if the Honourable Member wishes 
to finish now, I can put the question. 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza: No, Sir. I would like to resume my speech. 
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Mr. Prasident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member can resume l>is speech at 2-15 p.m. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter Past Two of 
the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) in the Chair. 


Dr. P. X. DdSouza: Mr. Deputy President, my Honourable friend, 
Mr. James, is a doughty fighter. He has an iron liand and he conceals 
it in a velvet glove but I assure you that 1 would not feel the weight of 
it. Like a lawyer who has a bad casb, he resorted to the plan of abusing 
the advocate of the opposite side. 

When the House adjourned for Lunch, I was talking about Kenya 
withdrawing her supply board in London. If Kenya did that with its 
vast resources and large interests, why should we, who are far more 
insignificant in the London market, continue our board at such a large 
expense? I could not get an answer to this question. The obvious 
reasoJi why Kenya wdthdrew her Board was because propaganda under 
war conditions is impossible and His Majesty’s Government have granted 
a quota of 7,000 tons to Kenya. In these circumstances the quantity 
imported can neither be increased nor reduced. To Indian coffee they 
have allowed a quota of 2,000 tons. In these circumstances, I really do 
not understand what is the work the Director can do during war time. 
I do not know whether the Honourable the Commerce Member is in a 
position to say anything about the propaganda that the Director is carrying 
on now. I am sure he would like to call for a further report and then 
decide whether he is worth keeping during war time at ruinous expense. 
I ask him to exercise his independent judgment and not 
blindly accept the view of the Board. I do not deny that the Director 
is an exceedingly able man. He is a very capable organiser and has 
fully realised the meaning of the saying '‘It pays to advertise". No doubt 
he might have deserved his salary before the war. But now, during the 
war, what is the work that he is doing. The entire propaganda on the 

continent haS been stopped. Is he going to take coffee by aeroplanes to 

Norway, Holland and Switzerland and other countries? He might say: 
‘Oh, we display Indian coffee at all exhibitions but now they are closed’. 
Does he expect to have exhibitions while bombs are crashing over peoples’ 
heads. On top of that, he is keeping a lady assistant, on £300 a year. 
I say that the whole thing is absurd. The Director has a comfortable 
job and his friends on the Board who are interested parties want to keep 
him. 

The next point is about the decline of the imports in the London 
market. My friend, Mr. James, said that this expansion board has been 
working in London for just three years, that it is too short a period and 
there has not been sufficient time for any improvement to declare itself. 

May I point out some figures to him. I quoted them this morning, 

^rom 1921 down to .this day, the imports Indian .coffee in London have 
been steadily falling and today they are the lowest figure. From 2,400 



53J 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[15th Nov. 1940 


[Dr. F. X. DeSouza.] . 

tons ten years ago, today it is 1,500 tons and why? For the obvious 
reason, that John Bull is wise in his generation. He will not trade except 
with those with whom it profits him to trade. He is the embodiment of 
the economic man. Why should he trade with us when it is mofe' ad¬ 
vantageous to him to trade with Kenva and Costa liica. in both countries 
he has invested money and looks for dividends. From Costa Rica he 
obtains exchange. I had the pleasiire of meeting and dining with Mr. 
WluM'lor Williams, the other day, a most esteena'd broker in the London 
market. He said: “Why are you planters wasting your money? We 
admire your coffee but we do iH)t want your cofh'c in the Loud m Market.” 
(Interruptions.) Inategul of wasting our inoney to injprove our sales in 
the Fjnglish market, I say that we have a splendid mark^ t at our very 
doors. Here in India we can expand our sales almost without any limit, 
If w'e expand our activities here, I am sure we can command better 
prices. It is true that at the mecHings of the Committee, I find myself in 
a minority. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-oflffcial); I am with you. 

Br. F. X. BeSouza: But I have been an official and I have been a 
non-official and my friend, Mr. James, also knows what Indirm Commit¬ 
tees, especiidly those appointed or nominated under official auspices or 
the auspices of persons who have patronage in their liands count for and 
wha'i their votes are worth. Tlioy are generally “yes” men. 

Mr. F, E. James; Doctor, you are not. 

Br. F. X. BeSouza: It is not a wonder if you get unanimous decisions 
in Bangalore or in London. In London you have got the authority of the 
High Commissioner, behind whom the Commerce Member shelters him¬ 
self. I have the privilege of knowing the High Commissioner. I have 
the highest n'spect for his considered opinion. But do you mean to say 
he can have studied all the statistics? He is simply guided by the opinion 
of the few men who are in the forefront and who are interested. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Just as these men are guided here. 

Mr. F. E. James: Dr. DeSouza is a “no” man. 

Br. F. X. BeSouza: One more point and I have done. As for Mr. 
Oliver, as I have said, I have got the highest respect and regard for 
him: he would be an acquisition in anv job; in fact one of h’s admirers 
on the Coffee (''ess Committee said that he was a live wire, but although 
he is a live wire, I regret to sav that he has not set the Thames on fire 
yet. And another thing he said was that he could cleverlv tie up the 
“elephant boy Sabu” and the “drummer boy”. But that would qualify 
him to be a cinema organizer, not a coffee salesman. 

As for giving him an enhanced salary, it was said that he threatened 
to take another job, if he w'as not given an increase. 

the Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Olivrr asked 
for more. 
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Dr. F. X. DoSouza: Next year he will ask for a further increase under 
a similar threat. Is the Committee going to sanction it? Mr. Deputy 
President, T do not wish to press the matter any further. I am very 
glad to find that my Honourable friend, the Commerce Member, has 
given an assurance that the considerations which I have urged before 
him will receive due attention at his hands and that he will a^^t ns far 
as possible in conformity with my representation. Having that assurance 
and having the hope of ATr. James’ support, who in his salmer moments 
will realize tb.e f'wee of my arguments, T beg leave of the House to with¬ 
draw ]ny Resolution. 

The Resolution was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 


RilSOLUTTON RE APPOINTMENT OF A 
(RlVrRAP PEOTSLATTMIE RECARDINb 
PENDITERE. 


(OMMTTTEE OF 
ECONOMY IN WAR 


THE 

EX- 


Mr. Muhammad Nauman (pMtun and Chota Nagpur ci(m Orissa: 
Muluumnachm): Air. Deputy President, Sir, T move: 

“That this i\ssombly recoinmenda to the Governor General in Council to appoint a 
committee of the (Vnlral Legislature to advise the Government so as to secure reason¬ 
able erenorny in the expenditure connected with the war.” 


Sir, the p'ir])f)se of the Resolution is very simple, and it tl(3('s not re- 
quii’c much of ehuadatioji. I do not want to indulge in any discussion on 
the merits of tlic ])rcs(‘nt war, hut T want to face realities. The war is 
there, and India has l)ee]i dragged into it,—how and wliy, is no concern 
of mine to discuss when cojnmending this Resolution to the House. India 
i.s at ^v,•lr witli Cermany a?ul Italy and has to ])laco her resources at the 
disposal of Mis Alajesty’s Coverimamt and her allies and to equip herself 
for meeting siieli eontingencies as may eventuate in the extension of the 
war to tlie shores of India- Sir, nothing is impossible under the sun. 
Sir, some, liiends in this House feel that that is still too far. Ent we do 
)i()t know what might hap))en tomorroxv. Probably, in England, people 
used to feel in 1937 that any vyar like that was not possible on the part 
of Cermany wliose resources were very limited, but we have seen what 
has lia[)]Teued. So we eanuot ])(‘lieve for a moment that the Axis Powers 
with tlieir becstly designs have not got an eye on India and we ca])n(>t by 
only a pious lupx* try to divert them from India, and we must, therefore, 
witbuot a)iv (Uiestioii, be(‘p ourselves in the best i)Osi(ion to challenge them 
if at all wo are compelled to meet that position We have got to equip 
ourselves in the shortest pcxssible time in the little interval tliat we have 
as yet got to fight any battle that is th.rust on our heads. 

This being tlie position, w^e have got to meet the evil in a way which 
will least disturb the people of this country. If it is an evil, it has to be 
combated w’ith the evil pow’cr which is required in a war. Now, I want 
to staf(‘ that when I say “with the least disturbance to the people of this 
country”, I mean “in full consultation with the people of this country 
and with their rej)resentatives. ” It lias been an old theory of economics 
that there sliould he no taxation without representation; and as we have 
to pay in money, in men and in resources, and everything else, I think 
it is the just right of this House, which is the representative of this 
country, to ask this Government to make them acquainted with the entire 
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position in which they are and to receive their advice in the matter of the 
immediate expenditure to he met with the greatest possible care in eco¬ 
nomy, especially in the case of a country of poor people, more than 25 
per cent, of whose people cannot afford two square meals a day, a country 
over 70 per cent, of whose people are engaged in agriculture, which is 
carried on with great disadvantage and by means of uneconomic, small 
holdings which barely leave the agriculturist in a position to have any¬ 
thing appreciable in their hands, and w’hich only reduces the agricultmist 
to the position of the Labourer, wiio only toils on the land and gets just 
one square meal just to live up to that particular day. I want to impress 

this fa(d because we have got to he exceedingly cautious about the ex¬ 

penditure in this country. Also because w'e have got the extreme and 
acute unemployment. Most of the people are not able to find jobs. There 
is no industrial developnamt w'liatsoever, and naturally the necessity of 
economy is more acute w'ith us than with any other country of the world. 
Our resources of industrial develo])ment have had not much support from 
the Government. I am sorry for it. We are mostly exploited by the 

foreigners, including the Germans and the Italians who w^ere till late the 

members of the commercial community and the members of the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce and similar other organisations which are responsi¬ 
ble for the exploitation of this country- 

Now’, Sir, 1 have been trying to stress the question of the poverty and 
the incapacity of affording a very big fund for any war. But if the war 
has come, there is not much of a choice, but we should act with as much 
alacrity and with as much economy as it is witliin our pow'er to do- 
We have got to realise that w^e are equipping a countj^y w’hose per capitn 
wealth is about Ils. 2 and w^ho is being prepared to take cliallenge witli 
those belligerent pow'ers who claim the highest seientiffe equipment and w'lio 
claim probably bigger resources at the moment. TTitler can finance his 
war by turning out a community like the jews. On some pretext or 
other, he took their wealth for tlie war and turned them out. But w’e 
cannot do that sort of thing. We have got to look to our limitations and 
we have got to look to our resources. We have got to see that we make 
the best of the w^orst bargain in wliich we iiave been placed. It is for this 
reason that we warn the Government that they should be careful. We 
want them, therefore, to spend money with economy and in consultation 
with the representatives of the people who will be the best persons to 
give their consent or to minimise the expenditure in the best possible 
manner in tlie circumstances. I liave said that we have got to face the 
realities, and a poor country like ours has to make the use of economy as 
a matter of necessity as we cannot afford extravagance. 

Having said this much, 1 now come to concrete facts. Immediately 
after the declaration of the war, a Supply Department was organised by 
this Government. T wish the Honourable Member in charge of that De¬ 
partment, Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan, was in his seat to hear me on 
this particular point. This Department was organised to- control pur¬ 
chases in this country for her own use, for His Majesty’s Government, 
■and for her Allies. We expected that the Government of India would rea¬ 
lise the position of this country and the extremely poor circumstances of 
the people to finance the war, but our experience has all along been con¬ 
trary to this expectation. The Supply Department became the dumping 
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ground for all sorts of people and all sorts of commodities, and the luxury 
of extravagance made everybody jubilant about his own prospects. In¬ 
stead of a feeling of depression and a feeling of horror which this war was 
bringing to the human kind in another part of the world, here w'e saw shin¬ 
ing faces because peof)le were anxious to make hay while the sun was 
shining- There was no spirit of sacrifice on the part of the people wdio 
came to support the w'ar or who joined the War Supply Department or 
who came to offer their goods and commodities for the Supply Depart¬ 
ment. The real spirit was that of bargaining and profiteering. I do not 
want to stress this question very much, but from the reply which the 
Honourable Sir Hugh Dow gave in the other House on the 4th of March 
last, it is self-evident how they have proceeded in the matter of recruit¬ 
ment to this Department. We have known since wdiat the situation now^ 
is. It is unparliamentary and also distasteful that 1 should give the 
names of those individuals who have received the favours of the Supply 
Department. I think it is most unpalatable that T should come out with 
the names of the firms wdio have Vieen shown favourable treatment. At 
the same time, if the Honourable Member w^ants to challenge me, then 
I have got with me the list of some names wdiich wall show that the Gov¬ 
ernment have not been behaving in the way in wdiich they ought ot have 
done. We teel that w^e have got to proceed very cautiously. Naturally, 
we expected that the people will come forward with a sense of sacrifice. 
We had thought that the Government officials, both Europeans and 
Indians, wdio were getting such pay and allowances as were more than 
their w'ork justiiied, would not expect anything more in the Supply De¬ 
partment. We had expected that the big firms, both Europeans and 
Indian, would come forw^ard and say that they were prepared to give at 
the cost price. We had expected that they would take just a little pro¬ 
fit to kee]) the firms and industries going. But instead of that, the spirit 
of bargaining and profiteernig is going on. When the w^orld is burning, 
they want to make as much profit as they can. Is that the spirit which 
will help us? It is very nice to talk. I am sorry my friends of the 
European Grouj) wdll not appreciate my talk, but they know in their heart 
of hearts that they have not behaved properly and they have not done 
what they should have done. They should take a lesson from the mercan¬ 
tile community of England. They are showing great self-sacrifice. Look 
to the position to which they have been reduced- Here in India a parti¬ 
cular piece of skin which could be bought for eight annas was tendered 
to the (iovernment for Ks. 3/8. I do not want to name the firm. Gov¬ 
ernment cannot come forward and say that they did not know the market 
rate or tiiat the skin was of an exceptional quality. Not at all; Govern¬ 
ment know all that. When I spoke to my Honourable friend. Sir 
Muhammad Zafrullah Khan, and said that there^was the feeling in the 
country that the Supply Department has become a dumping ground for 
all sorts of people, do you know, what he said? He said: “Give me the 
concrete cases." Have we got any such organisation, have we got the 
one-hundredth part of the office which my friend has, to supply him with 
all these concrete examples? Are we going to sit as C. I. D. on all the 
tenders that they are sending out? Are we going to sit as C- I. D. on all 
tlie employments that they are giving to different people? We have got 
no facilities to know what is going on. If we ask a question in this House, 
the reply is always evasive. We are always told that they do not know 
anything about the matter inquired into and want us to let them knqw 
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the f.icls. If you want our support, is that the way to treat us? We 
are treated just like depressed classes who have got their limitations and 
v iio eauiiot eJit(‘r into eertain teuipl»‘s because of tlieir particular caste. 
We arc, tliend’ore, now asking you hy means of lliis Resolution to take us in 
voiir confidenc'', i<> lake this House in your contidence, and to take such 
Memhei’s of tliis House in your conridence as ai’e pre])ared to co-o})erat('. 
with you. I aju not going to behe\e in tlie argument which Mr. (irifliihs 
advanced the other day in (his House. We are not asking for tliese com- 
mittee.s because the Hongrc'ss is absent* 1 am sori’y, IMr. (Iriftiths is not 
in In’s plac(*. now. Hov\'('ver., lie is not a Member of (lie (lovernment, and 
T do not take liis arginnents sc'riously. If you cannot get the entire popu¬ 
lation to suhscrilx'. to your view, can you not allow tliose peo])le, who are 
prepared to subscribe to your view, to lo(;k into things and help you with 
as much sincerity as possible in their power to do. 

1 do not wjtiit to dilaie on this subjt'et any furtluT. As l^have said, 
w('. ar (3 only anxious to see tliat a gestui'e is made from the (loverument 
and that a. definite undertaking is given that we will he given all the infor¬ 
mation. We should also be assured (hat all tlu; ex])enses ineurred by the 
Goverumeut in (lonneeiion with the war are all legitimately spent and 
that (lovernment arii getting the full worth for their money. 

In this connection, f want to give some, concrete suggestions. The 
War Supply Hoiird should act in consultation with the Gommittc'c in all 
matters eouceruing (h ‘ ap])()intment of oilicers whose* salary is above Rs. 
300. 1 do not want (bat tlu* (k.^minittee slujiild be consnlt('d foi’ petty 

appointments of cZ/a/nas/.s or of clerks Secondly, (here sliould be* a strict 
watch on (la* fnethod of op(*n lenders, and avemu'S should 1)0 explored lo 
buy commodities at the cheapest rates, and tlu* conti'acts sliould he split 
up into j't'asonahle divisions. What I mean is this. Su‘j)])Osing tlu^ Gov- 
ernuu*nt of India waul, ‘2,(j0,000 tons of rice*. Why sh(')ulcl Ralli Brotlu*rs 
alone he considered to he fit to undertake this contract? If no 
other single firm is willing to undertake this contract wliy 
^houl(l you not sjdit up the, contract into, say, 100 or 200 tons, 
and say that, any merchant wlio wishes to supply 100 or 200 tons 
is (]iiite welconie. d’hat will the ehca})est way of gelling supplies, 

and, a< the same time, more pt'ojile will he henefiled, instead of a 
single largo firm. There will be competition, a healthy conpu'tition; tliere 
might he unlu'allhy com])etition also; but it will all he to the good of the 
Gova'i-nmont. As the House is aware, owing to the war, most of the jive- 
nnes of trade*, export and im])ort trade, are* limited. There is no reason 
why the Gov(*rnment should not allow a largo nmnher of ])eo]de to take 
advantage of the (Tovernnjcnt requirements, and snp|dy them. Why 
should you give the privilege, or saerifiee, as it is soineiimos said, to a 
favnur(*d few to get all the* contracts of tlie Government? T know the 
Government of India are fully equipped with information about the prevail- 
inc: market rate of each and evu’ry commodity- They know the price of 
all sorts of commodities in the world. Tf the Government should say that 
th(*y have no means of knowing the ])rice of ail commodities, then they 
stand self-condemned. What I am submitting is this. When a com¬ 
modity s(*lls in the open market, say, at Rs. 20, why should the Director 
of Gontraets accept tenders for the same commodity at Rs. 40, simply 
because a particular firm has greater access to the Supply Department? 1 
dp not want to cast any aspersions on anybody. But, I am sure, every- 
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body here knows the notorious AJLiinilions lio.'ird case in which even an 
officei: oi the standing of Sir Thomas Holland was considered to be very 
Uineh different from whaL he appeared to be. As it is said in Julius (i)aeser 
“Brutus is an homnirable man", we cannot say anything against any 
body, but there is a feeling that tlu^re must b(i something, otherwise there 
cannot be such a’ feeling in the minds of people. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member); If the Hon¬ 
ourable Member would permit me to intervene, L should say that it is 
not fair for him to cast reilec-tions on an individual who was (mce a Member 
of the. Govei-nment of India and who is not here to defend himself. 
Everybody knows the cirenmslane('s of Sir Thomas Holland's ease, and 
he left the Government, heeanse, h.aviipj lannclu'd a e(;rlain prosecution, he 
withdrew it. But I am not aware that it has ever heem suggested that 
he was, iT> the words of the Honourable M(unber. soTuething very different 
from what he. appeared to be or-was siip[)ose() to he. It secuns to me 
that that is a very unfair rcutiark to make ir\ this House of an individual 
wTio rendered great service to India and wiio is not ])resent lave to defend 
himself. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: I am very sorry. I never meant any 
reflection on Sir Thomas Holland s e.haractc'r. Wliat I metmt was this, 
that rliere were wdld allegations made against him. Tf the Honourable 
Member would care to read the pjoceedings of the Munitions Board Case, 
ti lot of allegations were' made and, since the case \vas dropped, nobody 
know’s what was the real truth. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The only public griev^pice that 
arose from the facts of that cJise was that 8ir Thomas Holhind, having 
hiuiiehed a prosecution against an individual alleged to have been guilty 
of dishonc'sty subsequently, without the full eonenrrenee of all Members 
of the Government, and |)artieulfn-l> of the then Viceroy, withdrew that 
prosecution. That is the only matter wdiich stood against Sir Thomas 
Holland. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Dattaj: i.et not the Hon- 
ourahle Membt'.r go into all those controversal imitters. The. Honour¬ 
able Member will do well to avoid them. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Wliat 1 meant to convey was that the 
Government of India should, try to pureliase in the cheapest market \vitli 
as much economy as possible, and that they should adopt a policy w'hich 
will not give room to say that they are pnrchasijig in a deare,]- market 
simply to favour certain individuals. I personally feel that an open tender 
would he the best system. 

The next suggestion that I wish to make is this; that a committee 
of experts should be appointed to watch the trend of })rice6 and examine 
the accepted tenders in the light of the cheapest prevailing rate for that 
particular commodity. All the dTfrerent Chambers of Commerce and the 
Trade Associations would be i)reparcd to co-operate W'ith the Government 
in this matter and send daily list of prices of various commodities. As 
a matter of fact, I kno^v that my Chamber has been sending snclT lists, 
if not daily, at least Weekly. As President of my Association, I have 
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ordered my Secretary to send such weekly reports to the Government, 
both to the Supply Department and to the Director of Contracts. My 
purpose in doing so was to enable the Government to know' the prevailing 
price of commodities, and that would help them in accepting the lowest 
tenders. 

The next suggestion is that a committee of experts should be associated 
with a committee of this House to advise Government on the possibi¬ 
lities of industrial evolution and subsidiary questions of subsidies, and 
protection to cottage industries, and so on. At a time when we require 
the maximum industrial development in this country for war purposes, 
we have to adopt a long range policy. We should not be thinking only 
of the present and thus allow an industry to languish as soon as the war 
is over. We have got to take all possible precautions to see that every 
industry that is developed on account of the war survives after the war 
is over, so that it may be useful to the country for all times. Even in 
the matter of giving subsidies, the Government of India should be guided 
by the advice of the Committee. They should see the possibility of the 
development of the industry, what is the best machinery to be adopted for 
such development, w^hether the machinery should bo imported from 
America or fro,m any otlier country, whether such industry, if given 
the subsidy, will be able to develop in such a way as to be able to 
survive after the war and stand on their owm legs, and so on. All these 
points have to be considered with the help of that Committee. But what¬ 
ever industries are there at the moment, the Government of India must 
see that these industries survive after the war as well. It is no use 
helping or subsidising an industry wdiich will only serve the purpose of 
the war.. Of course, if it is necessary, you have got to do it, but if, by 
better financial backing and other arrangements, you can make it a per¬ 
manent thing, that would be something most desirable for this country. 

Last of all, this Committee should examine the financial adjustments 
with His Majesty’s Government, and through this Government examine 
a workable basis and what results were expected to be got after the war. 
On this question Sir Ziauddin Ahmad made some remarks the other day, 
and also, by means of questions, we asked Government to let us know 
what were the settlements with His Majesty’s Government on the financial 
adjustments. But we have not been given this information yet. It may 
be a secret for w^ar purposes,—1 do not deny that,—but why not take a 
committee of a few j^eople on whom you can rely and convince them that 
whatever arrangement has been made is for the best interests of the 
country and in the interests of the country which is co-operating with us? 
This is the only other concrete suggestion which I have to make, and I 
hope the Government of India wall accept the Eesolution and appoint a 
Committee that I have asked for. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): Resolution moved: 

“That this Assembly recommends to the Gk)vemor General in Council to appoint a 
committee of the Central I.»egislature to advise the Government so as to secure reason¬ 
able economy in the expenditure connected with the war.” 

Mr. O. P. Lawson (Bengal: European): Sir, I have listened with con- 

3 p.m. siderable interest to the speech of the Honourable the Mover 
and also with a certain amount of sympathy to the views that 
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he expressed, more especially over the question of economy. It is, how¬ 
ever, one thing to suspect a complaint and quite another to point to an 
adequate remedy. The circumstances which attend a matter must receive 
very considerable attention at the present time. The policy of this Group 
has been made clear from time to time on previous occasions. In March 
last, although I was not present myself, this Group advocated the forma¬ 
tion of an Estimates Committee as an alternative to the Standing 
Finance Committee, and showed thereby that they were anxious for a 
continuous and careful survey of normal expenditure. I submit, however, 
that the present case is somewhat different; and I will not conceal from 
Government that the community that 1 represent are anxious certainly 
for economy and still more for efficiency but, at the j)resent moment 
above all, for speed. It is on the last point that my community are 
perhaps most apprehensive. We would like to be certain that there is all 
possible speed in the defence of this country and that, Sir, is my main 
point. 

The Honourable the Finance Member in a recent speech, which I may 
say, we welcomed very considerably, stated that Finance was the hand¬ 
maiden of Defence. I am glad, Sir, that he used that particular 
metaphor, because a handmaiden is a servant and Finance must be the 
servant of Defence and not the master. In normal times it may be 
necessary to cut tlie coat according to the cloth but in a question of 
defence if the coat is not big enough you must get more cloth and more 
cloth still if you want it. 

Now, Sir, what does this Resolution demand? It demands another 
committee drawn from political parties to “assist”—if you wish—the 
Government in its purchases of war materials and in the equipment of 
its forces. I am in considerable doubt whether a political committee 
drawn irom all parties is the best method of effecting this. One must 
consider the political aspect of such a committee, the political pressure that 
w6uld be produced and the delays. I believe that at one time, Sir, 
Nero fiddled while Rome burnt. I suggest that this House avoids fiddling 
until Rome really is burnt. 

Sir, the Honourable the Mover has produced considerable criticism 
of the Supply Department, and such criticism is not new. He appears 
to have, although he disclaimed any such possibility, a C. I. D. of his 
own and he knows a lot that I do not knoiv. But, Sir, I propose to 
deal with the matter from a totally different standpoint. The Supply 
Department has to deal with new problems and with new organisations 
and if mistakes do occur it surely is not surprising. They are bound to 
occur when a revolution is taking place in production and in organisation. 
Sir, this is a war of machines and with machines of equipment, and as 
long as you admit that you must admit the necessity of taking commerce 
and industry to a large extent into your counsels. You cannot expect 
Any official, a man who has probably spent his life dealing with official 
channels, to know as much about industry and the various departments 
of industry and commerce, as the people in industry and commerce knew 
themselves. And if you go to the United Kingdom and to the Dominions 
you will find that those Governments have already recruited the best 
brains in commerce and the best brains in industry to help them in this 
revolution in army equipment development. 
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I suggest to tli(; (xovernnient that they move oji equivalent lines, that 
they consider tapping the best coninn'rcial and industrial brains of this 
countr.N and for once turn them from sellers into buyers. 1 think the 
time has come for them to say: “(’ome over unto Macedonia and help 
us", like another country which has recently J^aid. I intend to produce no 
dogma or sucrgcstion as to liow this should be do)ie. J am all too aware 
of tlu' difficulties tlial such a proposal must ])roduce; but what L do know 
Is that the peoj)le from the iuilustrial and commercial ('omrnunity are 
anxious to lielp and I can “issure the (iovtaairnenl that whenever they 
call upon this iiel}), it ^^'ill be fortlicoming. T would repeat that the most 
enormous firolilems ar(* facing thc' KSu])ply Department, and J do suggest 
that till' Su])plv Departmc'ut shoidd not att(‘nint to face these problems 
alone. Tin’s conn fry is nossiblv not comf)letcly industrially developed, 
but t)i(‘re are in tliis country industrialists wlio would b(‘ ghid t(^ help, 
and T do not think that ii]) to now their iielp has laam called u))on as 
it should have h(‘en. J eamiot' suj)[>ort this UesoJiitjou as it stands, but 
[ Irusl that the Dovernnunt will give lull considi'ration to the ])oints 1 
have, raised and I can assure theun that if such consideration is givem 
tliey ^\■iIl I’cc'eive the lu'arliest ('o-(»pcralion Irom Members on this side 
of the House. 

Mr. Umar Aly Shah (North Madras: Muhammadan): Sir, I rise to 
support this Resolution moved by my friend, Mr. Nauman. It looks an 
ordinary Resolution lint lliere are many important jioints in it. The 
Honourable the Finance Member has told us liiat the war costs us Rs. 20 
lakhs per day. No doui)t tlu' war is coming to the door-step of India .and 
India is in danger; and we are ready to supply men and money for the 
sake of defending the Indian ])eiisaiit and the Indian taxpayer. But these 
big amounts are being spent like water and we do not know if they are 
spent reasonably or iKjt. We are not in touch with the officers, who cannot 
say liow they are sjiending the money. Government may say the Auditor 
General and the Accountants General are there to check expenditoure, but 
ih-'t'e are rc])orts ('irculaling in tlie ('onntry lliat there is no previous sanction 
of the Finance Department for this expenditure, to see if it is properly spent 
for war purposes. This habit is spreading everywhere. It may be said 
that we are merely criticising as politicians, but nobody gives us the truth 
about these tilings. Tlierc is nothing wrong in our demand and I think the 
situation shoidd be faced. The war has increased our defence expenditure 
from 50. to 80 crores a year, and expenditure on Civil Departments also has 
mounted up. If fbere is not an advisory committee there is bound to 
be much waste. The Honourable Sir James Grigg abolished the Standing 
Finance Committee and wished to put an Estimates Comigiittee in its place. 
Owing, however, to the opposition to this proposal in the country, the 
Standing Finance Committee has been restored. But even this committee 
cannot possibly help in this direction since it is created to meet the needs 
of norrnal peace times and is not designed to face up to the strain of war 
conditions. People have been agitating everywhere, but Government has 
not taken any step to meet them. 

Another thing is that many poor people have been giving donations and 
other forms of subscriptions; but government officers do not show any 
gratitude or appreciation: they are drawing thousands of rupees as salary 
in this time of war but they do not give adequate support in the war effort, 
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and this advisory board may be able to take some action to check unneces¬ 
sary expenditure. This board is intended to help the Goverinnent, bu’i 
liot to hinder its activities. For all these reasons, I support this 
Kesolution. 


Dt. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan Rural): Sir, I congratulate my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Lawson, on his maiden speech, which he delivered in a very lucid 
manner. But I differ from him on two small points. One is that he 
thought that a committee of this tyr^e would very nuich .lelay the working 
of the Supply Department. Tlje (’ommittee which we tire suggesting is 
only an advisory committee which is not .-.u executive bofly; and since it 
is not an exi'ciiiivc body the work need not he dchiyed (^^uostions of 
policy only will have to bo referred to it ued not flu* (piestions of dtiy to 
day administration. 

The second point he raised was about tidvice from huaincssrnen about 
tlie manner of purchase. This is just thv point I icive been hammering 
at in tile course of rny spt'Cches on the Finance Bill tmd 1 should like to 
point out to him just to think for himself—I do not Kmow what business he 
represents unfortunately—but suppose he represents jute for the time being: 
if his opinion is invited as to how to ])iuchase jute and which are the best 
firms from which jute can be purchased, he will, with perfect honesty, only 
recommend those firms whom he knows; and the persons who are minor 
people and wlio probably are not in intimate toucli with the Honourable 
Member will not have any chance. This is just the point we are fighting 
for and when my friend, Mr. Xaurnnn, suggested tliat W(‘ slmiihl liave a 
system of open tender, I also laid stress upon tliis ])artieular point and T 
suggested that if we have any order, then that order sliould be split up into 
smaller orders, that we sliould invite tenders from different places, fixing 
tire minimum quantity which a particular individual or firm should offer, 
and, afterwards, we should try to distribute the orders among the various 
provinces and among the various interests—Englishmen, Hindus, Muham¬ 
madans and so on. The price will be fixed by the quotations from various 
firms. This is the way in which distribution ought to be made, and this 
committee will be of very great Iielp in this way—it will exajnine periodically 
once a month liovv orders were received and how they were distributed. 
In this way it will help the Supply Department in the matter of distri¬ 
bution of orders. It will also help enormously in the fixation of prices 
because some of these members will know what the real prices are, and 
they will be able to judge for themsejves whether the prices are fair and 
reasonable. In that way a Committee of this kind will be of the greatest 
assistance, and with the adoption of an open system of tendering advocated 
today by my Honourable friend, a good deal of economy can be effected, 
and the stigma that now attaches to the Supply Department as it is now 
constituted will disappear. Sir, it is rather unfortunate that the Supply 
Department is liow popularly known as the Department of Loot. I take it 
as a personal stigma that it should be called a department of loot, because 
I, as a legislator, am as much responsible for the proper expenditure of the 
taxpayer’s nloney as anybody else, and I am very anxio-us that this stigma 
ought to disappear. Then I should be able to defend in public that the 
Supply Department is as well administered as any other department of the 
Government, and the system which now prevails will disappear. 
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There are, Sir, certain suggestions which I should like to make in order 
to remove this stigma of extravagance, and I am sure when a CJommittee of 
this type is appointed it will go a long way to bring about the much needed 
reforms in this department. We should no doubt have a Supply Depart¬ 
ment, and I suggest that with it we should associate the Department of 
Co-ordination, because these two things must go together, but when we 
come to the question of purchases, then the Indian Stores Department 
alone should be empowered to order the things. This is a department which 
we built up under the pressure of the Legislature; we paid a good deal of 
attention, to it in its earlier stages, and it has now developed into jo, good 
position, and we should not allow this department to be killed. We should 
see that during the war it assumes such importance that when the war is 
over it should continue to maintain its importance and position. What I 
want to abolish is the neighbouring military department, what is called the 
Office of the Director of Contracts: that should be merged into the Indian 
Stores Departn\ent. One of the reasons is that at present we have got 
very few officers in the army to train a large number of recruits. There¬ 
fore, every British officer in the army ought to be set free to devote his 
attention to the training of soldiers, and he should not be allowed to waste 
his time in purchasing ordinary things which a civilian officer can do much 
better. We want to relieve all these military officers from the Supply De¬ 
partment and we want them to do their legitimate work. In this manner 
there should be one department called the Indian Stores Department to 
be run as at present. 

Sir, I find very great difficulty to find out who is in charge of the Supply 
Department. I call it an Orphan Department, because I do not know 
who is in real charge of this department. If we say that the Leader of 
the House is in charge of this department, the question is whether he is so 
on paper or in reality. I cannot say how far he is responsible for extra¬ 
vagance and loot. People say that the Finance Member has a great deal 
to do with the Supply Department, but I am not sure how far he is 
responsible either. Then, it is said that the Commerce Member is also in 
charge of this Department, because he is really in charge of the Indian 
Stores Department which forms a fundamental part of the Supply Depart¬ 
ment. I do not know how far he is responsible for the loot. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Leader of the House): 

I should not go by what people say. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I do not go by what people say; I only go by 
what I see. 

Unfortunately, the real man in charge of this department is the man 
who is not before us. He is really the power behind the throne. Who 
that person is I have not been able to find out, otherwise I would have en¬ 
treated him to carry out the changes which T am advocating here almost 
vainly, because the gentlemen sitting before us have not got the power; 
they are not really the power behind the throne; they cannot carry out any 
changes, but real power rests somewhere else; who they are, I do not know. 
My friend opposite will help me enormously if in the course of his reply 
he will let me know who is the person responsible for the policy of this 
particular department, whom we may approach and prevail upon to d6‘ 
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■^’hat we consider to be the right thing. This person should sit before us 
iand reply to our difliculties, so that we convince the public. 

Sir, I said very clearly that this Committee which we are advocating 
should have nothing to do with munitions. I would like to leave the ques¬ 
tion of munitions entirely to the army people. It is they and they alone 
who ought to be made responsible for it. We will give them free and com¬ 
plete latitude; let them do wdiatever they like; let them requisition any 
factory in this country that they want to. Let them have anything they 
want so far as munitions are concernedi Then we will be able to give them 
every help they would ask for. But if we give them the f''Hest latitude in 
regard to munitions, they should not interfere with the legitimate duty of 
civilians, duties which really can be much better doii‘i bv civilians than by 
the military people. F want the Leader of rhe House to exjunino and 
satisfy us as to why he could not follow oiu advice. 

Sir, a (h)mmittee of the House will also be of \u i V grta. u^e in l.eeping 
an eye on the money which wv, are d(tvotiiig for ilu; training of technicians. 

I suggested on the last occasion, and I repe-d it today, that though we are 
\()tiu.g ab(mt a crort 'h iuf)ees for the trainin'.; of teeluhcuins, a great portion 
of it onglit to be recovered in tlie sba])p of hnislied goods. Things of a 
minor nature the Army Department may want, wlucli need not be made in 
large factories, can be made by the students of these technical schools who 
will be under training at Government expense. T have g(')t a scheme 
practically ready whicli I shall be laying before,—1 do not know,—whom, 
because I do not understand whether it is the Labour or the Finance Depart¬ 
ment or whether it is the Munitions Department or what dcpartnunit it is 
before whom I should place this scheme, but I shall place it before the 
Government of India, whoever that Government of India may be. By my 
scheme a certain ])ortion of the money which we are spending for the 
training of these students can be recovered. 

There is another direction in which the y^roposed Committee can be 
useful. W(‘ have repeatedly pointed out on the floor of the House about the 
extravagant salaries paid to offleers, about the number of men employed 
and so forth. This^ Committee will be able to give very good advice as to 
what kind of persons should be recruited, what the scale of salaries sliould 
be and in what mnTuu>r they should be recruite^l; and if the members of 
the Committee succeed in creating such an atmosphere that the w'ork in 
the Supply Department should be regarded as work of sacrifice, tlnm w’c 
shall he able to induce a number of men to accept posts in this department 
without any surcharge, and accept the salaries wLich they w^ere getting 
before they joined this department. I do not want that the men employed 
in this department should he out of pocket, hut I do think that they should 
not transform the service to a lucrative profession. Sir, w'e are all making 
sacrifices, w’c are ready to contribute as much as possible for the successful 
prosecution of the war, and we naturally expect that those people wLom 
we are employing should also make similar sacrifices to carry out our pro¬ 
gramme, they should show^ a spirit of self-sacrifice, by contributing their 
quota, for the successful prosecution of the war. We can compensate them 
after the war is over either in the shape of titles or some kind of special 
pensions or in some other way. But I wont that people employed in this 
department should be an embodiment of self-sacrifice and they should set 
an example to others, and thus remove the stigma w^hich attaches to this 
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department now, because tbe people call this department as the depart-^ 
ment of loot, and every one there is a Haji Baba, f am quite certain every¬ 
body there is not a Haji Baba; we have got there very honest people also, 
but I am anxious that this general stigma should be removed. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The Honourable 
Member has got two minutes more. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Thank you, Sir. 

I am very keen on this point, and 1 am sure that when a committee of 
the type we are suggesting is formed, that committee will fight the battle 
on behalf of the Supply Dcqjartment before the public. If any one will say 
anything about that department, then every member of the committee will 
challenge the statement made by any person either in this House or outside 
this House. He shall say, *‘No, we know very well that everything is 
right in the department. Your impiessions are wrong, all the rumours that 
are being circulated are not perfectly correct.” T think it is in the interests 
of the Supply Department for the maintenance of the honour and the 
prestige of the department—it is necessary that we should have a body of 
men who, in the first place, should be satisfied that everything is right, 
and once they are satisfied, I am sure ihey will fight on behalf of the 
department people outside who arc now freely talking about the loot of this 
department. 

Mr. N. M. Josh! (Nominated Non-Official): Let the question be now 
put. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan (En.st Central Ihmjab: Muhammadan): The 
liesolution moved by my Honourable friend, Mr. Nauruan, is a very 
modest one, and if my Honourable friend of the European Group over 
th( re v\]io lias ju.st crilicdsed Mr Nariman’s motion had gone carefully 
through the wording of the Besolution. he would have jumped at it and 
congratulated him on putting forward such a motion. The Resolution 
simply says that a committee of the Central Legislature may he appointed 
to advise the Goverirment so as to secure reasonable economy in the 
expenditure connnected with the war. It does not say tliat the committee 
shall consist of at least three-fourths of the elected Members of the Legis¬ 
lature. As the Resolution goes, the Government may very well appoint a 
committee presided over by the Honourable the Finance Member and 
consisting of three members of the European Group and three members 
on the back benches on the other s^de—seven members of such a character. 
Let them do what they like, and Mr. Muhammad Nauman will have to be 
satisfied with it because he himself says that a committee of the Central 
Legislature may be appointed It seems to me, however, that Govern¬ 
ment are very much afraid of the bold and frank criticism of the elected 
Members of the Legislature and they ought to do something to satisfy 
them that the money which is being spent upon the war is spent appro¬ 
priately. We have a complaint that the Government do not trust us, 
and that the Honourable the Finance Member does not trust us. And 
there is a talk abroad—I am referring to the man in the street, not to the 
higher upper circles—that everything the Government do, they do it behind 
the veil, behind the curtain. They do not allow a corner of that curtain. 
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to bo lifted up so us to enable the public to see what sort of thing is going 
on. Mr. Muhammad Nauman, when he referred to Sir Thomas Holland— 
unfortunately he went into personalities— gave Sir Jeremy Itaisnian 
an occasion to be very much annoyed and he resented the reference. 
But 1 may tell my Honourable friend, the Finance Member, that human 
nature is human nature all over the world whether the skin is white 
or dark. Don't you remember Ihe great scandal that rang in the world 
during the South African war wlien millions and millions of pounds which 
were eontributf'd by the Riitish public went into ihe pockets ot certain 
trad(!rs and tlieir supporters among the upper ten of England, the officials. 
Then there was the Munition Board scandal. We do not sav that so and 
so were responsible for it, but there was a scandal. Sn, if on want to 
avoid ibis stigma,—if you want to remove the stigma in the v\'ords of my 
Honourable iriend, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad, you ought to take ns into >our 
confidence by appointing a cominitte(‘. Ha\e your men as well, but have 
a few from this side also. They would advis(' you as to tlio best way in 
whi('h the money should be spent. Tlu‘ other dav, when sp('aking on the 
Finance Bill T was saying that if we were only assured that the money 
was being spent' actually on Uie defence of India we should be prepared 
to discuss th(‘ Bill on its merits. But we do not know wbero it goes, 
and we do not know whether the money spent on the obtaining of war 
materials goes really into the pockets of certain army contractors whom 
the Government appoints, wliich enables them to indulge in corruption 
and invite corruption from a section of the lower kind of officials. Of 
course, Sir Jeremy Bnisman like Caesar’s wife is above roproacb. But 
does he think that there are others also of the same character, of the 
same sterling worth, of Ihe same strength of character? Certainly, they 
are, after all, human. So, to avoid that and to inspire confidence in 
us, a])])oint a committee. With these words T strongly support the 
Resolution. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani (Tirhut Division: Muhammadan): 
The Besolution puts forward a very modest proposal, and 1 fail to under¬ 
stand why unnecessary heat has been created on the suggestion or the 
remarks made by the Honourable the Mover. It is still fresh in our 
memory that there was a proposal for the expansion of the Executive 
Cuuiicil to take advice in matters of war, and now, here it is a question of a 
mere committee to advise on the purchase of war materials. This should 
not be resented I think. My Honourable friend, Mr. Nauman, has sug¬ 
gested the system of open tender. That system will in my opinion 
create a spirit of self-sacrifice. There are people in the country who, 
seeing the oiler of others, will come forward saying, this is not the time 
to make profits, or to make bargains, this is the time to help the State 
with all the power that thev can. Thev might come forward with a lower 
tender. They mav be readv to sell their material at a lower rate. There¬ 
fore, the system of open tender will, instead of doing harm, be beneficial 
in the interests of the country. Mv Rlonourable friend, from the European 
Group, said, that it is not desirable to have suspicion. There is no' ques¬ 
tion of suspicion at all. If we advise, if we give proper instructions to 
any department, it does not amount to any suspicion. If so, then the 
whole audit department will amount to a suspecting body. 

As regards appointments another procedure is being followed here. No 
higher appointment is referred to the Public Service Commission. I see 
that in all departments of the Government of India the higher appoint- 
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merits are referred to the Public Service Commission, but here the case is 
quite the reverse. With one exception I find from the statement laid 
before the Council of State on the 4th March, 1940—that leads us to 
believe that there is a system of loot as just pointed out by Dr. Sir Ziauddin 
Ahmad, because if he will compare the very first item of the list placed 
before the Council of State, he will come to know that the recipient instead 
of getting Us. 4,(XK1 as is the usual case in peace time is getting Us. 5,000. 
Is this the way to help the successful prosecution of the war? Is this the 
way in which when his countrymen are in distress he should be benefited? 
He should hi*ve followed the example of the Chief Commissioner of Delhi. 
He is an exception and everybody should have followed his example at 
least, becMuse this is the time to help the Government out of their own 
salaries. Here funds have V)een started at the instance of the depart¬ 
mental heads and poor clerks are making contributions and these people 
having a long list ivhich T am in possession of, are making profits. I do 
not like to take the lime of the House by enumerating all the names. I 
liave made a reference lo the proceedin^rs of the Council of State of the 
4th !\Iarch and that is enough. The poor people are making contribution 
and persons alreadv drawing high salaries are out to make more and more 
mone\. Is this the way to help the Government in the successful prosecu¬ 
tion of the war? T fail to understand it. The sooner wc put a stop to 
this the better. I think the Government should seriously (consider these 
things and accepi Ihe modest suggestion contained in the Uesolution of 
7ny Honourable fric'ud, Mr. Naintinn With these words T strongly support 
the Uesolution. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (llerar: Non-Muhammadan): I had no mind at first to 
intervene in this debate, not because the Uesolution is not an important 
one but in my opinion it is a self-evident one. It does not require in 
my opinion an additional speech to demonstrate the necessity of the recom¬ 
mendation contained in the Uesolution. Sir. during the course of the 
debate on the emergency Financci Bill, various speakers have made refer¬ 
ences to what they consider as almost colossal mismanagement of affairs 
in the Supply Department. Many questions were asked which also implied 
that there was something suspicious about the working of that Depart¬ 
ment. In fact, the Department is actually charged with indulging in 
extravagant expenditure wlien theie is great need for economy. These 
references arc frequently made on the floor of the House. It is really diffi¬ 
cult for non-ofiicial members on this side of the House to prove these 
tilings with facts and figures, but someliow or other information leaks out 
which makes them highly suspicious: and they entertain serious doubts 
as to whether the things ai*c running in a proper manner in that Depart¬ 
ment. This is the most important Department connected with the pro¬ 
secution of the war at the present time. When the Government are 
anxious to secure the co-operation of the people in the raising of the 
funds th;it they require either in the form of taxation or in the form of 
voluntary donations, it is necessary that the Government should be in a 
position to explain very clearly to the House that the funds already avail¬ 
able to them have been spent with due caution and due regard to economy 
and the financial exigencies of the situation. Nowq Sir, if the Govern¬ 
ment actually see that there is a suspicion lurking in the minds of so 
many Honourable Members on this side of the House, who of course 
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take their inforj7h(tion from people w ho are more or less remotely or inti¬ 
mately connected with some activities connected with the Supply Depart¬ 
ment, Government themselves should cotne forward and welcome a sug¬ 
gestion of that kind, which is contained in this Kesolution. Now, what is 
the suggestion made in this llesolntion. The suggestion does not mean 
that the Supply De])arlment should stop its work. It only reqinres that 
the Department should have l)\ its side a standing committee of advisers; 
the committee proposed is a mixed committee, if T mistake not, and, of 
course, not a committee of purely nominated members. It is bound to be 
a mixed committee at any rate, to say the least of it. Tlaa’e is a com¬ 
mittee (d advisers assoelated with almost ever\ department of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India and almost all dc'partments luive appreciated the utility 
of having Standing Advisory (’ommittc'os bv their side to help them. 
Then, wdiv should this new born child he allowed to plav free and unrestrict¬ 
ed, unaided and unassisted hy some elders from this House. This new 
child if it is not pro])erl\' c-ontrolled In time promises to be a source of 
trouble and mischief. It is a kind (d imp which requires to be properly 
disciplined and rdiecked. We are ashing for nothing else. With these 
words, I support the 'Resolution. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisinant Sir, I have listened 'vith great 
interest to the remarks which have been made by various Honourable 
Members wlio have taken part in this dcl)ate and I would like to say tliat 
I liave a veiy open mind on tins question, because it is a matter to winch 
for a very long time I have given considerable thought. As my Honoiir- 
nhle friend, Mr. Ane\, said just now', it is desirable in the interests of 
Government as well as of the LeLUslature that manv of these vague, un¬ 
savoury reports and rumours should bt‘ dispelled. The question is what 
is the best w’ay to tackh' this sort of thing. N(>w, I did, in the course of 
the last S'^ssion when certain questions were asked on this subject, try to 
indicate to this House the extraordinary difficulties with which the Gov¬ 
ernment and particularly my departntent were faced in devising and ensur¬ 
ing proper control over the vast number of new' transactions w'hieli bad 
come within the scope of Government's duties owu’ng to the outbreak of 
w'ar. The position is that in addilion io all the other forms of financial 
fontrol w'hich it w'as necessary to exercise before* it has now' become neces¬ 
sary io exercise control ovei' a linger number of business transactions. In 
fact. Government have become one of the largest, in fact ihe very largest 
business concern in the country. 

a 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: The very largest purchasing authority. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: .... the very largest pur¬ 
chasing authority. We have had business interests in the past. After 
all, we"^run the Railways, w'e run the Post Office and w’e run various other 
lesser commercial concerns, but for those a regular form of financial advice 
and control had already been created in times of peace and no special 
problem arose; and I am free to admit to the House that we were not 
very well equipped to do this sort of thing. As 1 pointed out last Session, 
a very great strain indeed was placed on my Department and on all the 
reserves of officers who possessed any kind of financial and accounting 
experience. It became necessary to allot men to this Branch and men 
to that Branch and thus a very large proportion of my qualified officei's 
had to be taken off their ordinary duties and placed in these new positions 
in order to control these new activities on the financial side. Now, Sir, it 
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is suggested by the Mover of this fiesolution and by some of the Meinl)ers 
who supported liiui that that control may not be as <‘ffective as it sliould 
liave been. On the other hand, it is now strongly advocated on tx'half 
of the business community wdth w’hom the Supply Dc'partincut has to deal 
that tliere is far too mucli control, that there is wliat tliey call “red tape” 
and that it is impossible to get anything done in reasonable time .... 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: M .13 [ say that tlie complaint is that it ]8 
late payment, not tliat it is one rupee instead of lour rupees. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: My friend knows that the stage 
at which Government endeavour to exercise cuiitiol is before the money is 
paid out: and, therefore, whereas the executive othcers may complete 
transactions and bills may be presenled to Government, it is precisely at 
tliat stage that delay is liable to occur, because it is before the money 
goes out that we liave to be satistiial that everything is in oi'der and that 
the money is really due. 1 was merel\ pointing out that you have these 
two entirely opposite and eondicting points of view. On the one hand, it 
is eomplained that there is extravagance, lack of control, that excessive 
prices are paid, ami so on. On the othei iiand. there is a giiwving feeling 
and it has been voict'd in authoritative cireles that the pnrcliasing machi¬ 
nery of Government is lied hand and foot by linancial control and financial 
I'egnlations and that it is innx),ssible to get ai\vthing done in reasonable 
lime and in a business-like way. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Yon might consult the Finance Committee. 
Hn ve you done that‘^ 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: My Honourable hiend. Sir 
Ziauddin Aliinad, suggests that his Committee might be able to solve all 
those difficulties. Well, Sir, I have very great respect tor t lie mathe¬ 
matical and other attainments of my Honour.able friend, but I do suggest 
that the iiroblems w’hich arise in this s])here are much more difficult than 
he imagines. 

Now, 1 will give the Assembly an example of the sort of thing that 
occurs. Government desire sonie entirely new article which has never 
been made in India to be made. They approach certain firms who are 
making something which is similai’ to that or at any rate who possess 
machinery which is capable of being used for this new- product. You have 
this curious position that Government approach the firm,—not that the 
firm comes to Government. Now the representative of the Government 
says, “can you make a thousand of these articles?’’, and the firm says, 
“well, w^e wall try, we have never made anything like that, but w’e wall 
try”. Then they say, “what will you pay?”. “Well,” the Government 
official points out, “we are making it in our Ordnance factories at Ifs. 2-8-0 
T suppose" but the business man says, “Well, I am not interested”, 
ddien the Governnj.ent say to him, “How much do you think yon would 
inak(' it for?” The business man miglit say, “I calculate it wmuld cost me 
Us. 20 U) urake this thing”. Now this is the type of problem you have 
got. It is entirelv different from anything which is ever encountered in 
ordinary purchasiuo. You have a demand and no supply, you have a 
demand which has to be met and it is essentially, obviously, in the interest 
of the tax-payer .... 
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Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Such occasions must be rare? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: On the contrary, the purchase 
of ordinary merchandise in the country is a thing which can be done by 
anybody and there financial control merely consists in verifying what is 
the market price, and that is simple, but the problem is different when 
you ask people who have never made or supplied a kind of article to' supply 
it now and possibly to supply it in large quantities. I merely give that 
as an instance. The Honourable Member is entirely wrong in thinking 
that it is an uncommon type of case; on the contrary, it is a common 
type and one which is becoming increasingly common; in ou." efforts to 
explore and expand the pi“odyctive resources of this country, we are 
constantly up against that particular type of problem—how much we 
should pay for this new type of product, and what is the Tnetho<l by which 
we can ascertain what is a fair price to pay the purchaser. Now in 
England and I understand in some of the Dominions they have very large 
nurnOers of professional men, known as '‘Cost accountants”. Cost account¬ 
ing is a highly specialized form of accountancy; it is not like the usual 
accountancy with which we are familiar in this country. We have a 
few cost accountants and Government employs a few, hut in order to 
complete this kind of transaction on a really scientific basis you may have 
to set a man down to do cost accountancy in that particular concern for 
weeks on end. It may be a very difficult calculation and until the thing 
has been done in that scientific way, neither Government nor the pro¬ 
ducer knows what the price should be or what it would cost him, and of 
course, obviously the price varies with the outturn or the output; it depends 
on the number of units which has to be purchased and there again a diffi¬ 
culty arises because until the producer can be assured of a certain quan¬ 
tity, it is not w'orth his while to organize his factory and his plant in 
order to produce the thing at all. Well, Sir that is merely by way of 
illustration. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May I just interrupt the Honourable Member? 
My Honourable friend is confusing between the development of new 
industries and ordinary purchases. Whenever a thing is entirely new and 
it was never manufactured before and he wants it to be maniifacdured, 
that comes under the category of the development of new industries for 
which we are prepared to pay the money. But it is quite different from 
ordinary purchases. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: 1 do not know what are the 
difficulties which the Honourable Member has in mind in relation to the 
purchase of ordinary commercial commodities which are regularly bought 
and sold in this country. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I mean commodities which are not already 
manufactured in this country. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: May I also interrupt the Honourable 
Member? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The Honourable Member will 
have a chance of making his own speech. 

I have been on the look-out for concrete suggestions as to how a 
Committee of this Legislature could help with the kind of difficulties with 
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which I am familiar because, after all, 1 ait inside this machine and cases 
come up to me and 1 realise the sort of difficulty which m\ officers are 
encountering. I find it very difficult myself to give the answ'er. I have 
been trying to visualise in what concrete way a Committee of this Legis¬ 
lature could assist in controlling war expenditure of this kind and in ensur¬ 
ing economy in the interests of the tax-payer. Now, one of the suggestions^ 
which the Honourable IVrember made was that open tenders should be 
insisterl on in all cases. Well, Sir, in the conditions of war and in dealing 
with the kind of problem with which the Supply department is oiten faced, 
it may liappen that tlie open-tender system may be a very bad one. If 
you know that an article which you requife is only produced by A or by 
A and B or by A, H and 0 and \ou know that lhe\ have already got 
together on this matter, then what is the use of your issuing an open 
tender? You will get a price which you may not be prepared to accept. 
Tile open tender can obviously be useful or desirable onl\ in conditions of 
effective competition, and in purchasing or in obtaining the requirements 
of war you cannot always be sure that you will have effective competition. 
Now, again, the Mover of this Ih'solution said that all Chambers and 
commercial organisations would be prepared to send reports to the Supply 
Department. AVell, Sii‘, I realise that there may be some value in a 
suggestion of that kind. As regards the market prices of ordinarv goods^ 
in commercial use, 1 do not think that there is any difficulty either, on 
the one hand, in the Execuitive officer finding out wiiat the price should 
be or, on the other, in the audit or financial control vi'rifving yvhat the 
price should have been on that day. But the difficulty arises in deciding 
on the prices at which large contracts should be made. There, it is often 
exceedingly diffiendt to get expert financial advice or business experience 
without going to the very people who are interested in what you aie 
doing. The ([uestion is: how are we to get objective and disinterested 
adydee? Tt has been suggested that these large contracts should he split 
lip and when you want 100,000 tons, you should put it out in lots of a 
thousand tons a time. Well, Sir, that may on occasions be possible but it 
may also have the effect that vou derive the worst bargain yon could 
because obviously a supplier of 100,000 tons ought to be able to quote you 
a better price than a supplier of 1.000 tons. Although it may be desiralde 
on other grounds that the economic advantage of contracts should be 
widely spread, it certainly is not in the best interests of the tax-payer, 
because from his point of view wliat you want is to get the goods at the 
loyvest possible price. 

Well, Sir, I have merely tried to indicate some of the difficulties with 
4 p.M. "l^loh we are faced in controlling this type of activity from the 
financial point of view. But there is one thing which has been 
bandied about very freely and on which I myself feel quite strongly. . That 
is the question of appointments in the Supply Department. Now^ Sir, T 
said in this House the other day that these appointments had been made 
\vitb the concurrence of the Finance Department and I entirely deny that 
there are any such monstrous scandals as are regularly alluded to and 
darkly hinted at by everybody who speaks on this subject. I am prepared 
to lay before the Standing Finance Committee the details of the pay and 
the previous pay and the status of all the officers who have been appointed 
to the Supply Department. T am prepared to sit round the table with the 
Standing Finance Committee and go through all these cases with them and 
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explain why these salaries were fixed. I am prepared to invite the com¬ 
ment of the Standing Finance C’oiinnittee on the principles on which the 
salaries of these appointments were fixed and I should welcome their 
observations and their re(‘onimendations as to how lliese matters should, 
be regulated in 1‘uture. I am confident that I shall be able to dispose of 
the greater pait of these ill-founded rumours and misapprehensions which 
have talveii root in the minds of Members. L cnUirely agree with my 
Honoui’ahle friemi, Mr. Auey, that it is Jiighly desirable that this should 
be done both irom the point of view of Government and from the point 
of view of ^Icnibers of tliis ITouse. T do r.ot l)elieve it is desirable or 
possible to call into existence another Coinmiftoc in order to dc:d witli this 
particular matter. But there does remain tli(‘ otlna* (piestion wliich was 
touched on by my Honourable friend, Mr Anev. That does not concern 
me directly : it is th(‘ concern of the Supply Dt^partment Ihit I under¬ 
stand fiom m\ Hnnonrahle (’olleagiie, the Lofider of tlie House, that he 
a]re;idy has under consideration tlie question of associating a Standiiig 
Committee wdth the 8nppl\ Department. His object is that it. should 
be an elected Committee of tbe Legislature. This Committee would advise 
in tlie same waiv as tbe otlKw Advisory Committees of this Honse. have 
been appointed to advise regular Departments of the Government. 

Sir, t think that these two offers should covei* the whole ground which 
the Jtononralde Meinl)cr has in mind and should enahie this House wdthoiit 
setting up nundiinery which would actually interfere with the executive 
processes of Government in relation to whiidq as the Honourable speaker 
from the European (.rronp rightly pointed out, speed is of the utmost 
irnportaiK'e. ^\'e cannot f)()ssil)l\ set up an\thing wliicdi will delay the 
M’ork of Departments which are concerned witli the day-to-day prosecution 
of the w'ar. 1 say leaving aside that possibility as quite impracticable, the 
two offers whicdi the Government now make, mameh, the (jiu'stion of 
appointments made and the salaries paid shall be laid before the Standing 
Finance Committee and that an Advisory C(.*minitiee shall bei set up to 
advise the Deiiartment of Supply—these tw'o offers, it seems to me cover 
everything which this Honse can legitimately expect the Government to 
do. In view of these proposals. I trust the Honoiiralile Member will with¬ 
draw' his Eesolntion. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, in view of the fact that things aie moving 
very fast now-a-days on account of the war, tliat the Finance (’ommittee 
holds its sittings once or twice a year, will the Honourable the Finance 
Member consider the advisahilitv of convening the meeting of the Finance 
Committee oftencr t(^ deal with this question so that we mnv discuss all 
matters expeditiously and the objection of dehiy raised by rny Honourable 
friend will lie avoided. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: T shall take as early an oppor-^ 
tunitv as T can to put the matters which T have mentioned before the 
Standing Finance Committee. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: When will this Advisory Committee for the 
Supply Department be formed? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafniUah Khan: I shall be able to 
inform the House either tomorrow or on Monday with regard to the setting 
up of the Advisory Committee for the Supply Department, 
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Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Sir. I luive lieard the lUniourable the 
Inuaiice Member with all possible attention, and, as regards the remarks 
which he made n'garding lli(‘ Itesolutirai. 1 v\ish to express ni} thanks to 
him that he has been giving this mattei- his attention, and 1 am thankful 
for the definite statement which he made that an Advisory Committee 
Would l)e set u]) for tlie Snj)pl\ Department. Wi‘- a}*e satisfied with that. 

I would just make oiu‘ })ersonjd cxplanaticm to the Jlonourahle the 
Finance Member. W’liat 1 meant was this. In the matter of purcdiase, 
the articles (jf dailv use were probably of much larger volume tlian tliose 
-articles which are not of daily use. I gathered that impression. 1 do 
nut know the real state of affairs. For instance, the i)nrcliase of ghee, 
grain, wcjol, teiits, and so oji. are piohably much more in volnmig probably 
80 per cent, of all the purcdiases made by the Supply Di ])artment, whereas 
those things to wliicli the I lononrable the Finance .Member referred in 
wliich he tinds dilficnlties, and {ian.' are cei-tfdnl\ dinicnlties because of 
Ihe ne\v arraTig(;nicnts being made in tins conntr'., probably those commo¬ 
dities are less. We have got to evolve certain formwlac as regards these 
industrial enterprises where the volima' is (*ertainlv less. 1 may be wrong. 
I ho|)e tile Honourable IVrembei will coriect me if 1 am wu'ong. With these 
words, I beg leave of tlie House to withdraw my Resolution. 

The Ih'.solution was, by leave of the Assemhh, withdrawn. 

RESOLirriON RE APPOINTMENT OF A COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE 
THF (’ONDTTIONS OF DETENFS CNDER ^fHE DEFF.NCE OF 
INDIA ACT. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (X ominated : Non-Official): Sir. I beg to liiovc : 

“That this Assembly recoinmonds to the (Governor (Jeiieral in ('oiincil that he 
fihould take immediate steps to appoint a committee to examine and re{)Oit without 
delay ; 

{a) wliethcr conditions under which the detenii.s under the Defeiiee of India Act 
have to live in prisons are suitable and adequate; and sufficient privileges 
are granted to them for communication outside by way of letters and inter¬ 
view's; and, if not, what improvements should be made therein; 

{b) whether their families arc provided with suitable maintenance or not; and, 
if not, what assistance Government should give them ; 

(c) whether those who are interned or externed under the Defence of India Act 
have difficulty in maintaining themselves or their families, and whether 
it is necessary to give them any assistance from Government; and in 
ca.se, it is necessary, what should he the amount of such assistance.” 

Mr. Deputy President, the rccommeiulation w Inch my Resoluiicm makes 
is a very modest one. As the House is aware, immediately after the 
declaration of the war, the Covernmeut of India passed the Defence of 
India Act. During the discussion on that legislation, L had stated as my 
-view that legislation was unnccessan’ and too drastic. But, Sir, on'this 
occasion, I do not wish to discuss that ])omt. I do not even wish to discuss 
th(‘ (|nestion whether the legislation has been applied fairly and justly. 
Ill in\ view , the application has been too st‘vere, if the legislation itself 
w^as too drastic. But ] do not wish to discuss that question. The only 
question which I want to discuss on this occasion is whether the detenus 
or the people to whom the Defence of India Act has been applied and their 
movernents restricted were getting fair, just and liumane treatment. Sir, 
it is difficult to make an estimate of the number of people whose move¬ 
ments have been restricted, to whom the Defence of India Act has been 
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applied in one \vay or another. In my view the movements of more than 
3,000 people ])erbaps more, and inanv more have been restricted under the 
Defence of India Act. If the Honourable Member has ^ot figures, I am 
sure he will correct me. 

Sir, tliere are vaiious kinds of restrictions phu'cd upon the movements 
of persons who come under the Defence ot India' Act. Some people are 
sent to jail with trial and in their case they liave at least an indication as 
to the reason for which the Government of India have applied the Defenc(i 
of India Act. Hut there are people whose movements are restricted and 
who are sent to jail without trial. 'Then there are cei'tain other people who 
are not sent to jail, but who are. what I may call ext(*rned and not permitted 
do go to certain places. 

[At this stage Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur Pahim) resum¬ 
ed the Cdiair.] 

There are scjine people who are, I may say intend'd and \\hose move¬ 
ments are restri(*ted witliin certain area. Kven with the restriction of living 
in a certain area, the movements ol some ot these are still further 
restricted by being asked not to take part in certain movements. 

Then there are certain classes oi people who hold (certain political 
opinions and who .are described as eonirnunists uhom the Government have 
practically declared as outlaws. Idie Government have declared it as their 
policy to restrict the movements oi people who are regarded as communists 
as well as of those whom the Government suspect to be eonmiunists. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan liural): Are \ou one of them? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: This is not the oeeasioii to discuss that question. I 
have already said, Air. President, that T do not wisli to discuss whether 
these restrictions are justifiable or not justifiable. But in order to avoid 
any misunderstanding i mast state that T do not admit that the applica¬ 
tion of this Act has been fair and just. 

Now, Sir, coming to tlie treatment given to the detenus, the first 
point which 1 should like to make is that in the ease of those people 
^v'ho have been detained without giving them any reason and without 
any trial Government have no right to deprive them of their means of 
livelihood. If Government put certain people in jail without trial they 
feed them wiien they are in jail, but they do not take the responsibility 
upon themselves to feed and maintain tlieir families when they deprive 
the breadwinner of the family by his detention in jail. Similarly, when 
people are exteriied or interned they very often lose their jobs in those 
circumstances. I think it is the duty of Government to maintain them 
and maintain their families. The Government of India and the Local 
Governments do not take this responsibility which I think is very unfair 
and unjust. Sir, before the Defence of India Act was passed there were 
some movements during which the Government of India resorted to 
.sonit- emergency powers in oi-der to detain jieople without trial. And 
on former occasions, vv^hen people were detained, the Government of 
India in many cases took upon themselves the, responsibility of maintain¬ 
ing these people and also their families. But the Government of India 
have now changed theii policy. I should like the Government of India 
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to cousidur this question very seriously, u liether they sliould detain people 
without trial and not leave them the means of live.ihuod and maintain 
their families. 

Then, Sir, there is the question of people who are already in jail. The 
Government of India feed them in some way and 1 have not heard many 
coni[)laints about the food. Perhaps tliese people are too shy to complain 
about tlieii- food; but 1 have heard very many eoniplaiiits from some 
ot the detenus whom 1 know, that the Government do not give them 
some very oi'dinary and reasonable comforts. For instance, people are 
not supplied at Government expense vvkh soap and they are not supplied 
with material for shaving;. In some jails the detenus are allowed to 
pnrhcase Gu'se artich's at tlieir own (*ost but I do not Know why they 
should do so, and in many cases the detenus have not got money. 1 know 
of some cases f)f people who are pul in jail under the Defence of India 
Act and who had asked me to send them some mone\ for soaj) and 
siicli oMier small comforts. Then, Sir, the\ ai-e not allowed t(^ smoke. 
Smoking is a very ordinary comfort and if you detain people in jfiils without 
trial you should at least give them the ordintiry comfort of a smoke. 
Then there are other matters also. Take for instance the question of 
newspapoj’s and books. Tlu; Go\ernment of India, in the ease of those 
'vho are giv(*n “JF' class, give some newspa})ers bnt they give them 
newspapiTs eondneted by Plnrope.an publishers. In Pond.)ay. they give 
lh(' 7’//ac,s of Jtjdia. 1 do not know wind papers they give in other 
piovlnees; but if tbey ask for llu^ Roinhoii (Rnoyiiclr they will not get it. 
And if fliey give it at all lluo. will ask the detenus to pay for it. T think 
tlu‘ ^h^vertmami of India should leave it to the detenus to say which 
paper tiiey^ would like to have. Then, Sir, there is the question of 
commnnif'ation with their friends by interviews and by letters. In this 
matter also I have heard seve!*al complaints. Tn the first place the 
detenus, at least in Bombay, are allowed to have rally one interview in 
a month if they are given “B” class. If they are given “C” class, 1 
think they get an interview once in three months. Similarly , tliey are 
allowed to liave' two letters in a month. I think. Sir, this facility should 
be extended. Tn the case of letters they have got other complaints, that 
when any letter is sent to them, it must of course he sent through the 
Siifierintendent of the prison; but the Superintendent of tlie prison is 
not trusted by Government. The letter is first sent to the C. I. D. and 
if they permit then only can the letter be sent to the Superintendent. 
This causes delay and I have heard complaints from the detenus that 
many times they did not receive their letters at all. I should like the 
Government of India to have this question examined. 

Tlien, Sir. there is the question of detenus in jail communicating with 
ea(*h other. Tn some cases the detenus are allowed to stay together in 
one block, but in some cases they are not allowed to live together. I 
think if Government detain people in jail there is no harm in putting them 
in one ward so that they can live together and have the company of 
one another. Then there is the complaint that they do not get medical 
treatment free. T have got a letter here from one gentleman who writes 
to me that four of his teeth wore aching and he wanted to have them 
extracted, and Government told him that he must find the money for 
it. He had no money and so the poor man was permitted to suffer from* 
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toothache. This is not only not lair but it is not even humane. Then, Sir, 
they have a complaint that they are not allowed any means of recreation 
in the jail. The detenus are Generally given simple imprisonment 
they are allowed some books but they also want some kind of recreation. 

T have got complaints in letters from detenus that in many prisons they 
are not allowed to have any kind of recreation. Sir, the detenus are 
people who do not complain about* being detained if they have done 
something for which they deserve to be detained. But as regards their 
treatment the Grovemment of India themselves, should consider the ques¬ 
tion of giving them fair and just treatment very seriously. Many of 
the letters that I have received from the detenus complain about one 
point. They say that the Oovernment of India are looking after the 
German and Italian detenus with greater care than thev give to Indian 
detenus. These Italians and Germans are fighting them with guns and 
other weapons while these poor Indian hoys may have made speeehes at 
the most. I cannot understand why the tJovernment of India should 
give greater comforts and facilities to the Germans and Italians detained 
in India than they are giving to Tnd’an detenus. I think. Sir, this 
is a point which will appeal to the House. Sir. I have pointed out some 
of the complaints which I have received from the detenus and I myself 
feel that tin* Government of India ^dmuld investivato into the e complaints 
and effect improvements. 

Mv Eosolution is a very modest one, as I have said. I have asked 
the Government of India to appoint a committee. I do not w%ant a very 
large committee: a large committee will delay matters. I shall be quite 
content with a small committee of three persons: let one of them be an 
officer and two non-officials who would have some sympathy with these 
people. 

Mr. M. S, Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan): Including the Mover. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: If the Mover is asked to help the committee, he 
will be very glad to do so. But 1 would like the Government of India 
to apj)oint a committee because I have heard these complaints from 
n;any detenus. I liave got here so many letto's from them and 1 au- 
quite sure in my mind—they are most of them people ordinarily who 
would not complain about treatment in jails. A few of them are accustom¬ 
ed to stay in jails and I am quite sure ordinarily they will not make 
comnlaints; Inii thev fee] that in some matters the treatinenf given 
to them is not humaTic. I would therefore like the Government of India 
to accept mv suggestion to appoint a small committee of three persons 
who should visit the prisons in which these people are detained: they 
should also interview some of the externees and internees and find out 
what their grievances are and also find out and report to the Government 
how the treatuHUit given to tlv* detenus of all kinds should he improved. T 
hope that this modest request of mine will be accepted by the House and 
also will be accepted by the Government. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): Besolution moved: 

“That this Assembly recommemls to the Governor General in Council that he 
should take immediate steps to appoint a committee to examine and report without 
delay : 

(a) whether conditions under which the detenus under the Defence of India Act 
have to live in prisons are suitable and adequate; and sufficient privileges 
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are granted to them for communication outside by way of letters and inter¬ 
views; and, if not, what improvements should be made therein; 

{b) whether their families are provided with suitable maintenance or not; and, 
if not, what assistance Government should give them; 

(c) whether those who are interned or externed under the Defence of India Act 
have difficulty in inaintaniing thrmselvea or their families, and whether 
it is necessary to give them any assistance from Government; and in 
case, it is necessary, what should be the amount of such assistance.” 

There is an amendment to this Jiesolution of which notice has been 
given by Dr. Banerjea. It seems to tlie Chair that it extends tlie scope 
of the Resolution and, in fact, deals with a dilTcrcnt subject. 

Dr. P. N. .Banerjea (Calcutta Suburbs: Non-iMuhammadan Crban): 
May J make a submission? My amendment relates to the Defence of 
India Act and the rules framed thereunder. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Enhim): Mr. Josbi’s Re¬ 
solution relates purely to jail administration. There is notliing in it about 
the merits of the Defence of India Act and its effects. I rule the amend¬ 
ment out of order. 

Dr. P, N. Ban6r]ea: May T s])eak on the main Resolution? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Ccrtainl\. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Sir, I rise to support the Rt.'solutiun moved by my 
Honourable “friend, Mr, Joshi. When the Defence (d' India Act wns 
passed, some of us expressed tht' vienv that its provisions were in many 
res})eets very stringent; and it is the belief of nian\ persons, inelnding 
myself, that the rules which have been framed undo’ that Act ]ia\e 
made the provisions still more, stringent. But 1 sball not discuss this 
question just at the present moment, because I may be ruled out of order. 
Mr. Joslii’s Resolution is a very modest one aiul it is divided into Ibi’ec 
parts I will deal witli these tbr(*e parts seriafi^u. 

The first part deals with detenus. Detention wdtbout trial has been in 
vogue, pjarticularly in Bengal, for a long time past,—for over tliirty 
years. But in recent years, specially since tbe commencement of the 
present wuir, the number of detenus has been very large. Nov'. coming to 
the treatment of these detenus, it is the general opinion that that treat- 
incMil has never been wdiolly satisfaetnrv. But in recent tiinc^ (be treat¬ 
ment. lias been too siwerc and extremelv unjust. I confine my remarks 
mainly to Bengal because I am not aecjiiainted with the details of 
treatment in other provinces. In Beii-jal, formery the daily diet allow¬ 
ance of dettmus used to be at least 14 annas. 

Mr. N. M. JosM: In Bombay there is no allow^ance. 

Dr. P. N. Banerifta: “Used to be”, T say; and rupees ten a month w^as 
given as an allowamce for clothing, books, papers, etc. In addition, 
an initial aUow\ance of Rs, 60 was given for bedding, etc. Now, at tbe 
present moment, things have changed very drastically. No initial allow¬ 
ance is made; anv monthly allowance for clothing, books and papers is 
not made in all cose'^. and the dailv diet allowance is much less—it is 
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only 9 as. 6 p. per day. Each detenu is supplied with a few pieces of 
cloth and a few shirts; he is not allowed any allowance for washing, 
but he has to do his own washing with a few pieces^ of soap supplied to 
him. Besides these, there are many other discomforts and when these 
matters are placed before the authorities, these complaints almost always 
go unheeded. 

'Che medical aid that is supplied to these detenus is generally very 
deficient. Doctors are not always available, with the result that the 
health of many of these detenus breaks down while they are under deten¬ 
tion. 1 can cite many instances where this has happened. I can cite 
the instance of one gentleman—Mr. Satya Eanjan Bakshi—who is a 
highly educated man and was connected with several newspapers as editor. 
This gentleman has now been released, but he is in a very bad state of 
health, even at the present moment and it is not known whether he will 
survive the ordeal. 

Then, again, interviews are not allowed regularly; they are 
granted very infrequently. It sometimes happens thht even when these 
detenus become ill, their nearest relations and friends are not 
allowed to visit them. Again, when visits are allowed, the interviews taka 
place in the presence of police officers. The detenus would not have 
complained if the interviews took place in the presence oi the Superintend¬ 
ent; and the result is that they are prevented from acquainting their 
relations or friends with their actual needs, their physical condition, their 
inconveniences, their discomforts, and their grievances. 

So the treatment meted out to these detenus is very harsh. The time 
has come when these complaints should be regularly considered and 
proper remedies applied. There is no reason why these detenus should 
be subjected to various sorts of pin-pricks, humiliation, and harsh treat¬ 
ment by the jail authorities. They are, as a rule, respectable men ; they 
are not convicted prisoners, and they have been detained only on sus¬ 
picion. When that is so, it is not at all desirable to adopt a viudielive 
attitude tow'ards them and treat them badly. 

Sir, 1 come next to the qu(‘stion of family allowances. In most cases 
the families of these detenus do not get any allowainces. The detenus 
are in some cases the sole bread-winners of their families, and if no pro¬ 
vision is made for the maintenance of their families, voii can easily 
imagine to what straits their families w'ould be reduced. I have received 
here numerous complaints from the relations and friends of many of the 
detenus, but time wall not permit me go into all these complaints. 
But I would request the Government to consider this matter with that 
amount of fairness and sympathy with which the question should be dis¬ 
cussed and looked at. 

Coming to the third part, the internees and externees, their position 
is much worse than that of the detenus, because the detenus, while 
they are detained in jail, have their food supplied to them, w'hile the 
internees and the externees do not get their food. It becomes practically 
impossible for them to earn their livelihood. When a person, for in¬ 
stance, from Bengal, is externed to Bihar or the United Brovinces. it 
is very difficult for him to maintain himself. Besides, when no mainten¬ 
ance allowance is given, his family suffers untold hardship. 



m 


LEGlSLAflVK ASSEMBLY. 


[16th Nov. 1940. 


[Dr. P. N. Banerjea.] 

Sir, thesQ are cases which should be s^^mpathetically considered. On 
principle, detention <Vithout trial is bad. but it becomes necessary for the 
State to put persons in detention in abnormal circumstances, the detenus, 
the externees, and internees should be given fair, just and luimane treat¬ 
ment. 

My friend, Mr. Joshi, has asked far a committee. It would be a 
very good thing for the Government to accede to the request. If tliat 
is done, a great deal of misapprehension will disappear, and it will be 
possible to remedy the grievances—if grievances are real. If these griev¬ 
ances are not real. Government will be able to say ‘we have a committee 
here, the committee has gone into the grievances, and our conduct is 
irreproachable ’. 

Sir, repeated representations, I find, have been made to the Provincial 
Governmc‘i]t, but the Provincial Government have not listened to them, 
they have not even acknowledged these representations. This is very 
wrong, and if such treatment is continued, then what will be the result? 
Many ])C()[)le will be driven to desperation. VVonld that be a desirable 
thing from the Government/’s own point of view? T say ‘no’. I thirrk, 
therefore, if a Committee of this kind is appointed, it can go into 
all these jnatters thoroughly, it can do justice to the detenus by remedy¬ 
ing their grievances and lessening their sufferings. 

Maulana Zaiar All Khan (East Central Punjab : Muhammadan): Sir, 

1 only \\'ant to say just two words in support of the Pesolution that has 
just been moved by my friend, Mr. doslii. The Treasury Benches seem 
to be today in an accommodating mood and the very jnodest Resolution 
of iiiv friend, iMr. Joshi, should have a claim on their acce])tance, and 
I do think that it will be accepted without demur. Sir, there were times 
wlien jail life was very hard,—I am speaking of the past when T was 
also a pi’isoner about 20 years ago. In those days the ordinaix criminals 
who had committed offences involving moral turpitude were treated better 
than the political ])risoners. Any man who made a speech against the 
(io\erniiient Mas ela]q)ed into jail, and the Governmeiit officials in charge 
of the Jail De])artment M^cre so vindictive that they used to put him ijito 
all sorts of trouhk' and indict u])on him tin* greatest of pimislnnents that 
they could possibly conceive of. Mell, siiice tboi conditions have changed 
and certain reforms have been brought about in the working of rlie jail 
department, hut the same ideology of the upper ton among the officials 
remains unchanged. Under the I)(‘fen(*e of India Act the Government 
officials are empowered to ])onnce ii])on any man against whom they have 
any suspicion whatsoever on the })lea that he is a man who belongs to 
the Fifth Column such a man is at once clapped into jail. Now', there 
are many cases in which a person who is the sole bread-wnnner of the 
family is sent to jail. His wife, his mother and his children are all left 
r.nprovided for. It is manifestly the solemn duty of the Government 
which places a restraint upon the freedom of sucli a man to provide for 
his family, but the Government don’t care. Then certain people who 
have not committed any offence wdiatsoever are suddenly arrested, and 
no information is conveyed even to their relatives to tell them that they 
have been aiTested. They are interned or externed, and kept under con¬ 
ditions which are not favourable to their health, nor to the growth of 
their moral and intellectual needs. Such people are kept out of the 
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world; they are not allowed newspapers, and you know how very agonis¬ 
ing^ it is for a man who lias been aeeiistojiied to ha>?e his morning news¬ 
paper to go without it for a year altogether. Then again interviews arc 
not granted, and if they are granted at all, they are granted at hmg 
intervals, t'ood is not provided of the sort to which these people were 
accustomed while living in thchr own homes, h] tlie case of Europeans, 
of course, an exception is made as 1 pointed out the other day. 'i’ake 
the case of Mr. Abdul Sattar Khairi. The only charge against him is 
that he had gone to Germany, that he could read and write tiie German 
language as well as any German could do and ttiat Lc; mairied a German 
lady. Under the Defence of India Act one line morning we carae to know 
that the ])()lice had come overnight and raided his house, eanght hold of 
him and conveyed him to the Jluinsi Jail. He has man^ children and 
they arc all left unprovided for. llis wife of course, because she is a 
German lady, has been provided for,—while the daiightois and ehildrcn— 
because the texture of their skin is brownish, because they are darkies, 
are not provided for. The mother of the children, because she happens 
to be German although belonging to a race of scientific savages and 
barbarians, is sent to Debra Dim where all lier Imiropeaii needs are 
su[)plied. IShe lives according to (ho status ol a Guroja'ai' but poor 
Abdiis Sattar Khairi is m Jhansi jail and his children are unprovided for. 

An Honourable Member: Jlc is now in Debra Dun. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: Afler wc raised a ime ami cry. Tlun there 
was another gentleman, by naini', Sharaf Atliar Ali. He is a young man, 
nobody knew anything about his whereabouts, even his father did not 
know anything. He was shut up in Nainital. He did not make a 
s))eeeh and foj- aught we know h(^ was (juite innocent, hut tlu' hefence 
of India Act was all powerful, all embracing. \\ lum thi' ('ondilinns are 
such, I think, Mr. Joshi’s Itesolution asking tlie Government to appoint 
a committee to go into eaeli ease, find out what s<n*t of Ireatmeiit is 
being meted out to the externee or the iiiterneo or Ihc prisoner as the 
^ast' may he, to look afU'r his material welfare, after his intt'lleetual 
needs, giant him interviews with his relatives, give him ne\'.s})apers to 
read, to let him have his letters. These are the ordinal_v amenities of 
life to which every man is entitled, and especially political prisoners 
who have committed no other offence except that occasionally they 
have given vent to the sentiments that wmre nurtured in their heart 
of hearts. The country has bowed down its head liefove the Defence of 
India Act although occasionally when the conditions have become very 
unbearable it raises its bead. So, I tliink t am luslihial in aiipealing to 
the good sense of the Treasury Denches to accept Mr, Joshi’s Kesolu- 
tion and give us some satisfaction. Willi these words 1 support the 
Eesolution. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: The Eesolution which Mr. eloslii lias moved, ought 
to appeal to everybody who has some sense of fairness and justice left 
in him. Here the Eesolulion deals with tlie cases of persons against 
whom the Government are not preijared to make any definite charges 
and whom they are not prepared to bring up for trial before a tribunal 
to prove the charges against them. Government may have very good 
reasons for entertaining suspicions and for proceeding under the powers 
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conferred upon them hy the Defenc*e of India Act to keep the person 
out of tile way lor the time heiiig. it becomes a matter of administra¬ 
tive necessity. Wlierher they are justiliod in doing lluit or not is a point 
into which it is needless to go when we are considering the particular 
Kesolution before tJa? House. J^ut. il can be conceded that in times of 
emergency even tlie civilised Governments claim certain powers of tliat 
kind and llii'v have to use those* powers against })ersons about whom 
they have got certiiin misgiving or suspicions. That may be necessary in the 
int( 3 rests (d the State in general, but this Ih'sedution wants to point out 
that in the discharge of then duties towards the State the Government 
ongi't not to forget their obligations lo\vard.s their sniyjeets or the indivi¬ 
duals with wdiom lh('\ deal. And what are the obligations on whieli this 
].’e.solution particularly lays (‘m})liasisV The obligation is this. A man 
wdio is dealt with niuler tie I'efence of India Act is not a solitary 
individual living in this woild isolated from the whole world and with 
whoi.u noliody has anything to do at all. He is a memher of a ('crtain 
family and many times he is (he onl\ nuunlxu' ot the family on whom 
the family depends lor its maintenance, and therefore tiie proposition on 
which Mr. Joslii lays on a. good deal of emphasis in pai’agraphs (b) and 
(c) of his Itesolntion is that Govormnent must assume the responsiliility 
ol providing for lliosi* who .na* iiiaiiily deyieiulent upon tiie person whom 
Gii'y liav(' to remove owing (o the exigeneic's of the Stale and for tlu'ir 
own reasons. They must step into (he place of the jierson whom tliey 
remove from (lie s('eiie; that is, in laid, the pi’inciple whieli Mi. Joslii 
lays down. And it is not a new principle at- all. Jn the case of [ler- 
sons (hailt with iiiah'r Da* o'd Ih'gulations of lSb7 and 1818 whieli were 
Jiot wa^irse than 1l:e Hefeiua* i.f India .\cl, so far as I know there was a 
statiifcry obligation ])iil n[)on the Governnu'iit to provide for those per¬ 
sons and their families left Ix'liindp suitable allowances had to be given 
to them, and until recently (iovernment adhered to that practice. Bub 
M'heii drastic law's, no less d'-asr'c than the Itegnlatinns to which I have 
just reiem'd, weie made*, thi* GoverimK'iit took jolly good can* to absolve 
th('ms(‘lv('s of any sneli }’(?sp(»n,;ii)ili(\ . Win ? ddu* practice that was in 
vogiug the method that exir^bal in India some time before the Defence 
of India Act was passed, was more humane in its ciperation and in its 
outlook than (he one wliieh the Government wants to pursue in the year 
of gi’aee 1940. Arc* we marching towards progress and evolution, or are 
we going hack? What are doing? in fact, it is a retrograde step 
tliat the G(.>vcrnment have taken, and T Ixdieve that Mr. Joshi has really 
done a great sinwice to the Goveinnient itself hy drawing pointed aiten- 
tion to the fact that tin* nix scnt administration of the Dtdenee of India 
Act lacks in one essential feature to make it an administration a bit 
amenable to civilised people. 'Jliat when you for your own interests, for 
your ow'u reasons, wdiich yon are not prepared io dis(*lose to tiie v.mrld 
and which von cannot probably disclose to the world, have to remove a 
man from his family, you must at the same time assume responsibility 
for seeing that the family is not unnecessarily inconvenienced by bis 
absence or by yonr arbitrary removal of that man from them. You mnst 
take that responsibility. 

After doing that, there is anotlier responsibility also which Mr. Josbi 
wants to Ihrow^ upon the Government and that is contained in para, (a) 
of his Besolntion. When you take a man inside a jail and detain him 



CONDITIONS OF DETENUS UNDER THE DEFENCE OF INDIA ACT. 


559 


and call him a detenu, you think that all your resi^onsibility is at an 
end and the man should remain there for such iudetinite period as the 
Government may seem proper in his case. Mr. Joshi says as there is 
responsibility on the Government to provide for the members of the 
family who are made helpless on account of the removal of this man, 
there is also the responsibility of seeing that he can live the life of a 
man and not be reduced to the life of a l)east inside Uie jail. That i» 
anothei thing which Mr. Joshi wants to urge on tiiis House and what 
are the amenities which he is asking for. Any ordinary man who wauls 
to call luinself a decent man of society requires all these things. He 
must have suitable opijortunities for communication witli uis own men 
living outside. He must live comfortably inside the jail, not a life of 
luxury but he must get at least the bare necessities life. iTovisions 
have to be made for these. T’la^se who have been in jail know' how' at 
times the jail authorities tliemselves become (allous. 'hlie rules do not 
mal e any generous provision at all and when there is no provision at all 
under the ruh'S, then tlie position becomes still worse. Oiu' or two letters 
1 have received from detenus show^ that ordinary comforts are denied to 
tliein. For exainjile, a man has t(^ live without a shave for montlis toge¬ 
ther Wiry should that happen. Where is the ditlicultv lor the Govern¬ 
ment to jrrovifle a little apparatus for shaving. If they think it is 
dangerous to provide the man with a razor, you can arrange for your 
own hat her to shave and enable the man to live a clean life. 

An Honourable Member: It is five o’clock now. 

Mr, M. S. Aney: If it is 5, tlierr I shall have to stop at this stage. 
But 1 need not look a( the clock. The Honoiirahle the Presideni is doing 
it for me. Mv jrniut is this. There are ciu'lain maiieis wliicdr it i’- 
nocessaiy that a man should have, to wlricdi the Goverumenl must give 
due attention, if llu' poi’son ('onc(‘rned has to live a decent life. Nf'W, 
take the question of the provision of papers to read. I do not make am 
rel'e/’enc(‘ to personal matters. I have taioii a-vo\v not to relcr to mv 
own case or make any complaint about it. So, f shall not refer to it 
hut I am told that generally tlu' demand for some kind of pa])er to read 
go(‘S unlieeded. For months togetlier the man makes a demand. Ife 
sc'iids chits to the Suporintimdent and nobodv tak(‘s aiu notiee. 'When 
notic'* is takc'H. he is asked to prodiiee a list of what pa])e‘rs he wants. 
Tlien the Gov(*rnment shows him the approved list of papers. Those ai’e 
papers wliich he would not liki* to i-ead. Tliat is tlu' tronhic. if the 
matter is left to the discretion of tlie Superintendent or the Inspector 
OeiK'ral of Brisons then the man wall oidy get such papers as the Fauji 
AhJtboi and papers of that kind. Some people are supposed to read 
nothing else but that in the world. If thc.y are supplied with this kind 
of paper, then it is as good as not supplying any paper at all. That 
is a matter in which the taste of the man ought to be consulted. I do 
not mean to suggest that Government should supply him with revolu¬ 
tionary papers hut short of that, you should allow him to road [papers 
which any gentleman will be allowed to read without censorshij) outside 
jail. Why should there he unnecessary restriction in this matter? Why 
should there be one law' of censorsln'p for a man outside the jail and another 
for a man inside the jail, where the discretion of the iail authorities will 
dominate more? That is another matter which the Government have to 
take into consideration. I do not want to say more. I will only say 
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that Mr. Joshi has put down a Resolution which is not to iny taste. I 
do not think it is a satisfactory one. Where is the need for an inquiry. 
These are grievances which exist and I would ask him to make a recom¬ 
mendation to the Governor General in Council to proceed at once to 
remo\o all these disabilities. If you ask for an inquiry, you only ])ost- 
pone action to a distant day and as there is going to be no non-oflicial 
day (hie Session, this will be postponed to the next Session. 1 do not 
want to prolong the agonies of this House by making a long speech. My 
friend wants the appointment of a committee. The disabilities of which 
he has made a complaint are real but if the Government has any doubt, 
this Resolution gives them a cJiance of looking into the rnattia* for them¬ 
selves through tlic accredited representatives who will sit on the' com¬ 
mittee to be appointed. Sir, I commend the Resolution for the accept¬ 
ance of Government. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May 1 suggest, Sir, that (he House may sit a litde 

5pm. longer and finish this Resolution? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim): Ts that the general 
desire of the House? 


(There was no response.) 

.\s there is no such general desire, I shall adjourn (he House. 

The Assembly (hen adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Saturday, 
the Kifh November, 1940. 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir 
Bahim) in the Chair. 


STABBED QUESTIONS AND ANSWEBS. 

(a) Oral Answers. 

Rborthtment of Indian Christians to the Subordinate and Superior 
Services op the State and Company-managed Railways. 

80. *Dr. F. X. DeSonza: Will the Honourable the Railway Member 
please place on the table a statement showing: 

(a) the percentage of Indian Christians in the Subordinate Services 

in the State and Company-managed Railways to the total 
strength as it stood on the Slat March, 1938, the 31st March, 
1989 and the Slst March, 1940 respectively; 

(b) the total number of direct recruits to the Subordinate Railway 

Service during the period 1st April, 1938 to Slst March, 1939 
and the percentage of Indian Christian recniits to the total 
number so recruited; 

(c) the percentage of Indian Christians in the Superior Railway 

Services to the ’ total strength as it stood on the Slst 
March, 1938, the 31st March, 1939 and the Slst March, 1940 
in the State-managed and Company-managed Railways, 
respectively; and 

(d) the total number of direct recruits to the Superior Railway 

Services and the percentage of Indian Christians so recruit¬ 
ed during the period 1st April, 1938 to 31st March, 1939 in 
the State and Company-managed Railways, respectively? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) and (c). I lay on the table a 
statement giving the particulars required. 

(b) The numbers are 6,419 on the State-managed Railways and 3,692 
on the Company-managed Railways. The percentages of Indian Christians 
are 2*01 and 5*88 respectively. 

(d) The numbers are 14 on the State-managed Railways and 29 on the 
Company-managed Railways and the percentages of Indian Christians are 
7‘14 and nil respectively. 

( 661 ) A 
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Statement showing the percentage of Indian Christians in the service of State and Company- 
m<inaged Railways on the 31st March, 1938, 1939 and 1940. 


Year. 

Superior Services. 

Subordinate Services. 

State- 

managed 

Railways. 

Company- 

managed 

Railways. 

1 State- 
managed 
Railways. 

Company- 

managed 

Railways. 

1938 .... 

1*75 

2*00 

i 

2*48 

4*14 

1939 .... 

1*93 

2*13 

2*42 

4*38 

1940 .... 

2*24 

2-05* 

2*39 

4*44* 


* Excluding Rohiikund and Kumaon Figures. 


Mr. K. Santhanam: May 1 know if Anglo-Indians are included in the 
term “Christians”? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: No, Sir, not in this connection, 

Mr. K. Santhanam: May T know what sort of Christians they are? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Indian Christians. 

Mr, K. Santhanam: Are the Anglo-Indians also not Indian Christians? 

Mr. President (The Honourable S5r Abdur Bahim): The Honourable 
Member need not discuss that; they are not so included. 

Rboettitmbnt of Indian Christians to the Subordinate and Superior 
Serviobs of the State and Company-managed Railways. 

61* *Dr. P. X* HeSouza: Will the Honourable the Railway Member 
be pleased to state whether in fixing the unreserved posts, selection is 
made by competition or by nomination, and, if the latter, what is the 
constitution of the Selection Board and whether there is any Indian 
Christian on the Board? 

TOe HOttOuraMe Sir Andrew Glow: Unreserved vacancies in subordinate 
services are filled by Selection Boards which make use of examinations or 
other methods of selection. This work is not entrusted to a single Board 
but to a large number. Thera are no fixed rules for tbe/br constitution, 
but efforts are made to nominate officers belonging to minority commun¬ 
ities to all Boards. This, however, is not always possible in practice and 
It is impossible in any case to include officers of all communities in every 
Board. ^ 


Dr, y, X. DeSouia: Is it not a f6M5t, then, that Indian Christians, if 
they are not represented on the Selection Board, have very little chance 
of getting in if there is no examination held? 
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The HonouzaUe Sir Andrew Glow: No, Sir. I think that would be an 
aspersion on officers; they are not supposed to be swayed by communal 
considerations. 

Mr. N. M. Joflhi: Why then in that case do they try to make the Board 
representative of the various communities? 

Ths Honour&blo Sir Andrew Glow: Because a Board consisting of 
various communities is on the whole better able to judge than a Board 
confined to men of one community. 

Mr. Lalcliand K&valrslt Who constitutes this Selection Board,—whe¬ 
ther it is the Bail way Board, or if not, then, who? 

The Hoiioursibld Sir Andrew Glow: It is not a question of a single Selec¬ 
tion Board; as I have said, there is a large number of these Boards. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: How constituted?—by different Departments? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Yes, Sir, by different authorities. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Of the Kail way Administration? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Normaliy. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai; By the Railway Board? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Not as a rule. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Then, who constitute them? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: They are constituted within the 
Administration. 


Distances of Indo-China from: Bengal and Assam. 

S2. *Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Ghaudhury: (a) Will the Foreign 

becretary please state the distance of eastern borders of Bengal and 
Assam from the western borders of Indo-China? 

(b) Is the border of Indo-China contiguous to that of Burma? 


Mr. O. K, Garoe: (a) The Honourable Member can obtain the informa¬ 
tion from any map of India and adjacent countries. 

(b) Yes. 

Maulvi Abdur Basheed Ghaudhury: May I know if Burma is within the 
bombing range of Japanese aeroplanes? 

(No answer.) 


Maulvi Abdur Basheed Ghaudhury: May I know whether Calcutta is 
within the bombing range of Japanese aeroplanes? 


(No answer.) 
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Mr. Kuladhar Ohaliha: May I know if there are anti-aircraft guns on the 
Eastern Frontier ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): All that does not 
arise. 

Mr. Euladhar Ghaliha: There are anti-aircraft guns in Peshawar^ 
and. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): That question does 
not arise. 

Averted Accident at Salap Railway Station. 

83. *Maulvi Abdur Rasheed Ohaudhury: (a) Will the Honourable the 
Eaihvay Member please state whether his attention has been drawn to 
the report that a railway accident was averted near Salap, as published 
in the Amritabazar Patrika of the 19th September, 1940? 

(b) By what time was 27 Up Calcutta-Serajganj passenger train de¬ 
tained at Salap? 

(c) Has any enquiry been made as to who removed nuts and bolts- 
from rails, as reported by one intending passenger? Has the culpri!: 
been punished and has any reward been given to the informers? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) I have seen a copy of the report.. 

(b) Ten minutes. 

(c) I am informed that preliminary police investigations indicate that 
this was not a genuine case of attempted derailment and that the polico 
enquiry is being continued. 

Re-Classification of Works Mistribs as “ Labourers on the Nortel 

Western Railway. 

84. ♦Mr. Lalchand Navalrai; (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Eailways be pleased to state whether it is a fact that prior to 1934, 
Works Mis tries employed on the North Western Railway were classed 
as members of ‘subordinate staff’ and used to sign an agreement with 
the railway administration, as is done by other members of subordinate 
staff ? 

(b) What were the circumstances brought to light in 1935 which 
necessitated their re-classification as ‘Labourers’? 

(c) Is it a !faot that the works mistries are entitled to Provident 
Fund benefits and till 1934-35, were entitled to leavte privileges ad¬ 
missible to members of the subordinate staff? 

Is there any of the conditions besides those mentioned in part (c) 
above, which determine classification of staff as ‘subordinate’ or ‘labour’ 
service employees? 

(e) Is it a fact that several other classes of inferior and labour seivice 
employees, such as Block Maintainers, Journeymen, Electricians and 
Firemen, have lately been classed as members of subordinate staff by 
the Railway Board? 

^ work mistries are not manual workers imder 

down in rule 2 (24) of the State Railway Establishment 
. If so, why are they classed as ‘labourers’? 
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(g) Is ifc a^fact that the power to classify staff as members of subordi¬ 
nate inferior or labour services, is vested in the Eailway Board? If so, 
was the case of Works Mistries ever referred to the Bail way Board by 
the North Western Bailway administration, either on their relegation as 
labourers in 1934-35, or when they memorialized the local railway autho¬ 
rities? If not, why not? 

(h) Is it proposed to reconsider their case? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) The answer to the first part is in 
the negative and to the latter part in the affirmative. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative and the latter in the 
negative. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Yes, literate Journeymen, Block Maint.ainers and Electricians 
(grades I and II), but not Firemen. 

(f) The reply to the first part is in the negative; the latter part does 
not arise. 

(g) As General Managers are also empowered to classify staff on the 
Bail way 8, the case of Works Mistries was not referred to the Bailway 
Board; the latter part does not arise. 

(h) Their re-classification has been considered on more than one occa¬ 
sion, but has been held to be unjustifiable. * 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member if 
these Works Mistries do manual work? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: They certainly supervise manual 
work. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know if it is the criterion that the infe¬ 
rior services are those the members of which work with their own hands 
and do manual work, and that clerks and the others are subordinates? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: It is not possible to draw any hard 
and fast line, but the division does correspond roughly with what the Hon¬ 
ourable Member suggests. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member 
that other inferior services also—those who only supervise—are considered 
to be only labourers? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I am not prepared to say that these 
men only supervise. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Will the Honourable Member 
inform this House whether or not it is a fact that these Works Mistries 
were at one time considered as upper subordinates? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I do not think they were ever con¬ 
sidered to be upper subordinates. 
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Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Will the Honourable Member 
please inquire linto the records of the Railways concerned, where I 
believe they will find that they were treated as subordinates as compared 
with inferior servants? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The Honourable Member’s first 
question related to “upper” subordinates. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: That was a mistake, and 1 with¬ 
draw it, Sir. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The Honourable Member will have 
t^o table a question about that. I have no information with me now about 
it. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Next question. 

Sinking of the Steamer Kemendine. 

85. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Secretary for External Affairs 
be pleased to state if the steamer Kemendine was sunk? If so, where 
and how? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Government of India issued a notific^tioji by 
about 30th August, 1940, giving the names of some of the Sindhies who 
were on board the vessel, •having got on from Gibraltar? 

(c) Have Government since then got further information about this 
steamer and the casualties, and will the Honourable Member be pleased 
to place a statement on the table giving the names of all Indians, 
including Sindhies, who were on board and who were saved, also giving 
their present whereabouts? 

Mr. O. K. Caroe: The question should have been addressed to the 
Honourable the Home Member, 

Promotion of Traffic “ Pupils as Traffic Inspectors on the North 

Western Railway. 

86. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member please refer to tfte answer to starred question No. 181, asked by 
Dewan Chaman Lai in this House on the 5th September, 1929, in which 
it was admitted that the Traffic “Pupils” working in the North Western 
Railway, “were recruited with a view to eventual advancement to the 
posts of Traffic Inspectors if qualified”, and state how many of them 
have been promoted as Traffic Inspectors during the last fourteen years? 

(b) Is it a fact that these Traffic “Pupils” had received satisifactory 
reports from the officers under whom they worked? 

(c) Is it a fact that these men possess educational and departmental 
qualifications equivalent to those recruited for the superior service of 
Transportation and Commercial branches? 

(d) Is it a fact that some of them have been recommended by their 
Divisional Officers for the posts of Assistant Officers? 
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(e) Is it a fact that only the Muhammadan Traffic '‘Pupils” have 
been promoted as Traffic Inspectors, although the work of others wa» 
stated to be “Uniformly satisfactory” by the Agent? 

(f) If the answer to part (e) above be in the affirmative, will Gov> 
ernment be pleased to state the reasons for this discrimination which 
is against their policy that promotions are not to be effected on a 
communal basis? 

(g) Will Government be pleased to state the number of Traffic Ins¬ 
pectors in the North Western Railway, community-wise 7 

(h) Is it a fact that certain communities are very much under¬ 
represented as compared to the Anglo-Indians and the Europeans? 

(i) What steps do Government propose to take in the matter in order 
to redress communal inequalities? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Two -one pi rmanent and one 
officiating. 

(b) and (d). T reg»et 1 caniioi give any information regarding reports 
about individual members of the staff hut I would refer the Honoui’ahle- 
Member to paragraph 118 of Air D'Koir/a’s report. 

(c) Four of the staff concerned are graduates and tlie fifth has under¬ 
gone training in England on the London, Midland and Scottish Railway for 
tw'o years and a half. The departmental qualifications required of Superior 
Service Officers and Senior Subordinates are not comparable. 

(e) The two Muslims among the candidates have been promoted as 
Traffic Inspectors, one permanent and the other officiating. Promotions to 
posts of Traffic Inspectors are made by selection of the most suitable staff 
and not on communal considerations. 

(f) Does not arise. 

(g) Europeans 23, Anglo-Indians five, Hindus four, Muslims six, Sikh 
one, Parsee oine. 

(h) Yes. 

(i) None; promotion is not regulated by communal considerations. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member 
whether when these two appointments were made, they superseded the 
others ? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: They may have. Sir; promotion i^ 
by selection, and not by seniority. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May hknow if any of them has risen to assistant 
officer’s place? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: No, I do not know their subsequent 
career. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: With reference to part (h) of the question, 
certain communities are mentioned there. What are the communities? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: That surely is a matter for the 
Honourable Member asking the question, and not for me to explain. 
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Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: The Honourable Member has replied to this 
question, and he must have understood what the question is, and what did 
he understand by ‘'certain communities”? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I assumed that my Honourable 

friend was disturbed about the small proporlion of Muslims! 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: T know the mentality of Mr. Lalchand 
Navalrai very well: I ask, what did you understand by that? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): Next question. 

Permission to Boy Messengers acting as Packers in the Sind and 

Baluchistan Postal Circle to appear for Clerical Examina¬ 
tions. 

87. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Communications he pleased to shite whether it is a fact that some Boy 
Messengers, acting as Packers in the Sind and Baluchistan Circle of the 
Posts and Telegraphs Department, were permitted to sit for a clerical exa¬ 
mination? If so, whiit are the rules regarding admission of such low- 
paid employees for recruitment or promotion as clerks? 

(o) Is it a fact that, in the first result, they were declared to have 
failed? 

(c) Is it a fact that a supplementary result was declared for these 
men and they were passed? If so, why? 

(d) What is the provision in the rules for declaring a supplementary 
result? If there is no provision in the rules, do Government propose to 
declare the supplementary results as null and void? If not, is it pro¬ 
posed to take action for wrong declaration of the results in the first 
instance? If not, why not? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: (a) One Boy-messenger was permitted to sit for 
the examination held on fhe 3rd December, 1939. The rules regarding 
admission to the examination provide that departmental employees with 
five years’ substative and unblemished service may appear at the examina¬ 
tion., 

(b) Tlie departmental employee referred to above was in the first 
instance not declared to have passed. 

(c) On a rt'.view of the results of the examination held on the 3rd 
December, 1939, Government came to the conclusion that the question 
papers were of a somewhat stiffer character and the standard for marking 
adopted was stricter than usual and they, therefore, decided to lower for 
this particular examination the percentage of marks required for passing. 
Consequently, a supplementary result was declared and a number of candi¬ 
dates including the departmental employee mentioned in part (a) of the 
question, who in the first instance had not been declared to have been 
successful, were declared to have passed. 

(d) The reply to the first three parts of the question is in the negative; 
as regards the last part I refer the Honourable Member to the reply I have 
given to part (c) of his question. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know if these supplementary examina¬ 
tions are held as a general rule, or it was only done in this particular case? 
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Sir Gurunath Bewoor: It was not a supplementary examination: it was 
a supplementary result. 

Mr. Lalchaild Navalrai: But the result must have been arrived at by 
holding another examination, or was the result declared without any 
further examination? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: The result was declared without any further 
examination. As I have explained, the percentage of marks required for 
passing was reduced in this particular case as an exception for the reasons 
which I have mentioned in the reply. 

Appointment of Unqualified Persons in the Sind and Baluchistan 

Postal Circle. 

88. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
•Communications be pleased to state whether it is a faet that some un¬ 
qualified persons not having passed the req\iisite departmental examina¬ 
tion, have been appointed in the Sind and Baluchistan Circle of the 
Posts and Telegraphs since 1937? If so, will the Honourable Member 
please place a complete list of such persons on the table of the House? 

(b) Is it a fact that some of them have also been confirmed in their 
appointments? If so, will the Honourable Alember please state the cir¬ 
cumstances under which they were confirmed? 

(c) Is it a fact that some candidates who passed the Departmental 
examination for recruitment in 1937 and 1938, are still awaiting appoint¬ 
ments? If so, will the Honourable Member please refer to the office 
memorandum No. B-29, dated the 23rd July, 1940. issued by the Post¬ 
master, Karachi, with the approval of the Director, Sind and Balu- 
chisttin Circle, and the Director-Gener.al, New Delhi, and state why 
candidates who qualified themselves before 15th September, 1939, have 
been ignored in the matter of appointment and new recruils givem prefer¬ 
ence, in spite of definite orders to the contrary in the Post Master, 
Karachi's memorandum referred to above? 

(d) Do Government f}ropose that the orders mentioned in part (c) be 
carried out? If not, why not? 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: (a) Yes. Their names are (1) Fida Hussain, 
(2) Ali Ashgar, (3) Habib A. Pahman, (4) Ashgar Hussein Sherwani, 
(5) Jiand Lalbux and (0) S. C. Alridge. 

(h) Yes; three of these officials have been provided permanently. 
Orders were issued last year tliat permanent provision should be made for 
all these six unqualified candidates, as a special case, in vacancies reserved 
for the communities to which they belong in consideration of the fact that 
they had been acting in the appointments allotted to them before the 
examination system was introduced. 

(c) All candidates who passed the departmental examinatlions for 
recruitment held in 1937 and 1938 are now employed but some are still on 
a temporary basis. Candidates who qualified prioi* to the 15th of Septem¬ 
ber, 1939, remain wfithout permanent appointments only in the Karachi 
Genera] Post Office and in the Circle Office. The reason is that in certain 
recruiting units candidates of minority communities who qualified in the 
examination held after the 15th of September, 1939, were appointed prior 
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to those who had qualified before that date in vacancies reserved for those 
communities. Orders were, however, issued in July Iftst to ensure that all 
candidates who qualified in the 1937 and 1938 examinations should receive 
appointments before those who qualified in the 1939 examination.^ The 
letter of the Postmaster, Karachi, dated the 23rd of July, 1940, was issued 
in pursuance of those orders and since their issue no candidate approved 
after the 15th of September, 1939. has been given preference over those 
who qualified earlier, whether for a permanent or a temporary vacancy. 

(d) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative and the latter part 
does not arise. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: When these six unqualified persons were given 
appointments, may 1 ask whether at that time there was a rule or not 
that only qualified candidates will be taken? 

Sir Ourunath Bewoor: There was such a rule at that time, but this is an 
exception, and I have given the rensons for it. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Was there* an\ exce])tion made in the case of 
the Hindus also? Practically, all the names mentioned by the Honourable 
Member are of Muhammadans. 

Sir Gurunath Bewoor: As 1 have* mentioned in the reply, these men 
were provided in the vacancies reservc'd for these communities. 


Officers and Ministerial Staff of the External Affairs Department 

WHO MOVED UP TO SiMLA LAST SUMMER AND ExPENDixurB INCURRED- 

m THE Move. 

89. ’^Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Secretary for External Affairs 
please state: 

fi) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks of his 
Department who moved up to Simla with the Government of 
India camp offices in April 1940; 

(ji) the number of officers who accompanied the camp office to 
Simla; 

(iii) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks who were 

called up in each month dining last summer to Simla and the 
period for which they were called and why; 

(iv) the number of staff and tlie officers, separately, who were 

required to attend duties at Simla and New Delhi, and how 
many times each w^ent to Simla, and what was the period of 
his stay on each occasion; and 

(v) the total cost on account of the last move from and to New 
Delhi of his Department under the following heads : 

(1) travelling allowance, etc.; 

(2) house-ient allowance; 

(3) daily allowance; and 

(4) all other expenditure in this connection? 

(b) What efforts do Government propose to make to curtail the expen¬ 
diture on account of the move of the camp office of this Department? 
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O. K. Oaroe: (a) (i). The following number of Superintendents, 
AssistMiits and cderks of the External Affairs Department moved to Simla 
with the Government of India c^amp offices in April 1940: 

Superintendents 3 

Assistants 20 

Clerks .19 

These figures included the (.entral C^^pher Bureau, 17 strong, which works 
day and night and caters for eleven Departments of the Government of 
India. It cannot he split up, as telegrams have to be encoded and decoded 
at headquarters. 

The following ISupei’intendent, Assistants and clerks were also ordered 
to move to Simla during July 1040 with the concurrence of the Governor 
General in Council: 

Superintendent 1 

Assistants . . ....... 2 

Clerks .......... 3 

(ii) Five officers of the External Affairs Department accompanied the 
camp office to Simla. 

(iii) Gn two occasions two Assistants were called up during last summer 
to Simla for a period of 16 and eight days only. An Assistant who was 
dealing with the Tibet heading was called up when the Political Officer in 
Sikkim visited Simla. An Assistant was sent to Simla to attend to cere¬ 
monial work in connection witli the Thailand Goodwill Mission’s visit to 
Simla. 

(iv) The Cashier of this Department was sent to Simla on duty on three 
occasions viz., August, September and October in order to disburse pay 
to the staff in the Camp office. 

(v) The total cost on account of the last move from and to New Delhi 
of the External Affairs Department is as given below: 

(1) Bs. 16,340. 

(2) Rs. .18,100 
(.3) Rs. 250. 

(4) Rs. 3,200. 

(b) The expenditure incurred b.\ the External Affairs Department is 
within the limits of the orders of the Government of India in the Home 
Department who deal with the curtailment of the exodus to Simla. The 
staff sent to Simla for the Summer Season, 1940, was the barest possible 
minimum required for the efficient performance of work in the camp office. 
No further reduction will, therefore, be possible on the occasion of the next 
move. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I know what was the saving of the move in 
April, 1940, as compared to that of April, 1939? 

Mr. 0. K. Oaroe: T am afraid T have not got the figures in my head. If 
the Honourable Member will table a question, I will give him the answer; 
or I will ascertain the facts and speak to him in the lobby. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Can the Honourable Member say approximately 
If a substantial saving has been made, or was it only a nominal saving? 

Mr. 0. K. Oaroe: A substantial saving has certainly been made. 






^72 LBGISLATIVB ASSEMBLY [16TH NoV. 1940 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: What is the amount of the saving? 

Mr. O. K. Garoe: I am afraid I have not got the figures in my head. 

‘Conferences, Committees or Sub-Committees held at Simla last 
Summer under the control of the External Affairs Depart¬ 
ment. 

90. ’'‘Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Secretary for External Affairs please 
state :• 

(a) the names of the different conferences, committees or sub¬ 

committees held at Simla during the last summer season 
under the control of his Dcpaitment; 

(b) the name of the chairman or presidents of each of such com¬ 

mittees, etc.; 

(c) the names of Government Members stationed at Simla and who 

were required to attend sih'Ii conferences, etc.; 

(d) the number of members who came to Simla from outside to 

attend the meetings of such conferences, etc., and the total 
cost on account of their travelling and other charges paid by 
Government; 

(e) the number of ministerial staff sent for from New Delhi to 

attend to the requirements ot such conferences, etc., and the 
expenditure on their travelling, etc., and other charges; 

(f) the savings in eacli case if the meetings of these conferences, 

etc., had been held at New Delhi; 

(g) the reasons for holding each of these conferences, etc., at Simla 

and for incurring expenditure on account of payment of 
travelling allowance and other charges to the members who 
came to attend froiu outside; and 

(h) whether he proposes to curtail the expenditure on account of 

all of these conferences, etc., by holding their meetings at 
New Delhi instead of Simla in future; if not, why not? 

Mr. 0. K. Garoe: (a) No conference, committees, or sub-committees 
were held at Simla during the last summer season under the control of the 
External Affairs Department. 

(b) to (h). Do not, therefore, arise. 

Officers and Ministerial Staff of the Railway Department who 
MOVED UP TO Simla last Summer and Expenditure incurred in the 
Move. 

91. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
pier, so state ; 

(i) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks of his 
Department who moved up to Simla with the Government 
of India camp offices in April 1940; 
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(ii) the number of officers who accompanied the camp office to 

Simla; 

(iii) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks who were 

called up in each month during last summer to Simla and 
the period for which they were called and why; 

(iv) the number of staff and the officers, separately, who were 

required to attend duties at Simla and New Delhi, and how 
many times each went to Simla, and what was the period of 
his stay on each occasion; and 

(v) the total cost on account of the last move from and to New 
Delhi of his Department under the following heads: 

(1) travelling allowance, etc.; 

(2) house-rent allowance; 

(3) daily allowance; and 

(4) all other expenditure in this connection? 

(b) What efforts do Government propose to make to curtail the 
ex]>enditure on account of the move of the camp office of this Department? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a), (i)—(v). I lay on the table of 
the House a statement giving the information required by the Honourable 
Member. 

(b) The expenditure ^vill continue to be restricted to the minimum 
necessary for the efficient performance of the work of the Board. 


Statement. 


{%) Railway Board—■ 

Superintendents ......... Nil. 

Assistants . 8 

Clerks ........... 6 

Stenographers . . ....... 18 

Central Standards Office for Railways— 

Superintendents ......... Nil. 

Assistants .......... Nil. 

Clerks. 2 

Stenographers ......... 3 

Drawing Office Staff . . . . . . . . 20 

(ii) Railway Board. 17 

Central Standards Office for Railways.5 
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{Hi) BaUway Board— 


Month. 

No. 

Designation. 

Period. 

Reason. 

May 1940 . 

1 

Assistant 

Day(8). 

20 

To prepare Rolling Stock 

June 1940 . 

1 

Ditto 

26 

programme. 

Ditto. 

1 

Clerk 

4 

Checking of Office fiirni 

July 1«40 . 

1 

Superintendent . 

9 

ture. 

Discussion of cases with 

1 

Assistant 

10 

the Director of establish¬ 
ment. 

In connection with war 


1 

Senior Accountant 

7 

work. 

Discussion of cases with 


1 

Cashier 

3 

Deputy Director of 

Finance. 

Discussion of case regard- 


1 

Clerk . . i 

4 

ing reorganisation in the 
Railway Board's office 
with Secretary. 

Payment of bills. 


1 

Ditto 

2 

With urgent papers. 


1 

Ditto 

2 

Ditto. 


1 

Stenographer 

1 

With confidential papers. 

Augoit 1940 

1 

Superintendent . 

1 

Disoussion of cosea with 

1 

Assistant . 

6 

Director of Traffic. 
Discussion of recruitment 


1 

Ditto 

3 

rules with Director of 
Establishment. 

To obtain urgent informa¬ 


1 

Ditto 

7 

tion from Army Head¬ 
quarters. 

Discussion of C€i.ses with 


1 

Clerk 

4 

Deputy Director of 

Finance. 

Payment of bills. 


1 

Ditto 

2 

With immediate papers. 


1 

Ditto 

10 

Work in connection with 

September 1940 . 

1 

Superintendent . 

3 

the Public Accounts Com¬ 
mittee meeting. 

To discuss Revi.sed Estab¬ 

1 

Assistant 

6 

lishment Code with Officer 
on Special Duty. 
Discussion of cases with 


1 

Clerk 

3 

the Director of Estab¬ 
lishment. 

Payment of bills. 


1 

Stenographer 

2 

To attend departmental en¬ 

October 1940 

1 

Clerk 

4 

quiry. 

Arrangements for move of 





office. 


June 1940 . 
September 1940 . 


Central Standards Office for Railways. 

1 Inspector . . 1 Discussion of cases. 

1 Assistant ... 4‘ In connection with the 

meeting of Indian Railway 
Conference Association. 
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(iv) Railway Board-— 

Simla . .17 ofiScera and 32 members of the staff. 

New Delhi • . .4 officers and 122 members of the staff. 

Central standard office for Railways— 

Simla . . .5 officers and 25 members of the staff. 

New Delhi . . .4 officers and 43 members of the staff. 

With regard to non-gazetted staff, the Honourable Member is referred 
to the reply given to part (a) (iii) above. The information regarding gazetted 
officers is as follows: 

Railway Board— 

One officer thrice for 5, 2 and 4 days respectively. 

One officer once for 2 days. 

One officer twice for 2 days and 1 day respectively. 

One officer once for 1 day. 

Central Standards Office for Railways— 

One officer four times for 4, 3, 5 and 3 days respectively. 

One officer eight times for 10, 12, 10, 6, 21, 2, 7 and 3 days 

respectively. 

One officer four times for 1, 5, 1 and 7 days respectively. 

One officer twice for 7 days and 1 day respectively. 

(v) 

Central 

Standaxds 

Railway Board. Office 
for 

Railways. 


Rs. Rs. 


(1) Travelling allowance . 


13,485 

8,057 

(2) House Rent allowance 


9,486 

8,250 

(3) Daily allowance 


824 

650 

(4) Carriage of Records . 


1,966 

1,107 

♦(5) Transit charges of daily dak 


5,154 

1,400 

(6) Rent of telephones 


3,292 

810 

♦(7) Telephone Trunk calls 


2,958 

420 

•(8) Rent of office accommodation 

. 

12,000 

7,000 


Total 

49,165 

27,694 


•Amounts shown against these items are approximate, as final bills have not yet been 
received. 
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Sardax Sant Singh : May 1 ask whether there was any saving in the new 
departure from the old practice of moving the whole staff to Simla? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Yes, Sir. 

Sardar Sant Singh: What was the saving as compared to the previous 
year? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I am afraid the Honourable Member 
will have to table a question. I cannot give him reliable figures. 

Conferences, Committees or Sub-Committees held at Simla last 
Summer under the control of the Railway Department. 

92. *Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
pleasf. state: 

(a) the names of the different conferences, committees or sub¬ 

committees held at Simla during the last summer season 
under the control of his Department; 

(b) the name of the chairman or presidents of each of such 

committees, etc.; 

(c) the names of (rovernment Members stationed at Simla and who* 

were required to attend such conferences, etc.; 

(d) the number of members who came to Simla from outside to 

attend the meetings of such conferences, etc., and the total 
cost on account of their travelling and other charges paid by 
Government; 

(e) the number of ministerial staff sent for from New Delhi to attend 

to the requirements of such conferences, etc., and the expen¬ 
diture on their travelling, etc., and other charges; 

(f) the savings in each case if the meetings of these conferences, 

etc., had been held at New Delhi; 

(g) the reasons for holding each of these conferences, etc., at Simla 

and tor incurring expenditure on account of payment of 
travelling allowance and other charges to the members who 
came to attend from outside; and 

(h) whether he proposes to curtail the expenditure on account of all 

of these conferences, etc., by holding their meetings at New 
Delhi instead of Simla in future; if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) to (g). I place a statement on 

the table giving the information required by tlie Honourable Member. 

(h) No. The Government servants concerned with such meetings have 
other duties also to attend to, and in the absence of special reasons to the 
contrary in connection with any particular meeting, it is lin the public- 
interest that such meeting should ordinarily be held at the headquarters of 
Government. 



committees or sub¬ 
committees lield 
at Simla during 
toe last summer 
season under the 
control of the 
Railway Department. 

Name of the 
chairman or 
presidents of 
each of .such 
coiiiniittees, etc, 

Names of Government 
members stationed at 
^imlaaiidwhow'ere 
required to attend 
such conferenci'S, etc. 

Number of 
meml)er8 
who came 
from outside 
to attend. 

Total cost of T. A. 
and other charges 
paid by 
Government. 

k sent for 
from 

New Delhi 
to attend 
to the 
requirements 
of such 
conferences. 

Cost on 
account of 
their T. .A. 
and other 
cliarges. 

Saving in each case 
if the meetings of 
these conferences, etc., 
had been held in 
New Delhi. 

conferences, etc., at 
Simla and for incur¬ 
ring expenditure on 
account of payment 
of T. .4; and other 
charges to the 
members who canleto 
attend from outside. 

Standing Finance 
CommitRcfor Rail¬ 
ways. 

Mr.B.M. Staig, 
C.S.I., I.C.S., 
Financial Com- 
iiiLssioiier, Rail¬ 
ways. 

There are no Gov¬ 
ernment members 
c.\cept the Chair¬ 
man, but the Secre¬ 
tary was theOffi- 

T«ii, . 

Rs, A. f 

6,e» 12 0 

None . 

Nil. 

There would liave 
been a reduction in 
Travelling e.xpeDses 
of RvS. 1,2;I3 ap¬ 
proximately. 

The meeting was held 
at Simla as the 
headqilarters of 
Ooveriimelil. 


ciating Director of 
Finance in the Rail* 
way Board, and 


nioiiticrvante, Mr. 
LH. Swain, Direc¬ 
tor, Civil Engineer¬ 
ing, Mr J. Humph- 
ries, Director, 


giiieering and Mr. 
S. I I West, 
Diii'ctor, Traffic, in 


and Financial 
CommiMioiier, Rail¬ 
ways, with Chief 
Mechanical En¬ 
gineers, E. I., E.B. 
and B.Jf. Railways 


of the Sir Guthrie 
lissioner RusselU.C.I. 
inancial E., Chief Com- 


were present for at 
least part of the 
time. 

Gnthrie Mr. B. M, Staig, 
I, K.C.I. Financial Coniiiiis- 
iefCoiii- sioner, Railways; 


Information is not None 


bnlng of loco- 
motivo in India. 


iiiisMoner of Mr. 6. A. R. Trim- 

Railways. ming, Chief Con- 

trollerofStanikrdi- 
zatioii; Mr. J. 

Humphries, Direc¬ 

tor, Mecliaiiical En¬ 
gineering; Mr. K.C. 
Srlniva.saii. Officer- 


Government but 
all iiieinbers wiio 
attended from 
outside travelled 


expenditure was 
liniitod to daily 
allowance. 


None. There would The meeting was held 
have been an addi- at !>imla as the 
tional expenditure headquarters of the 

on daily allowance Railway Board, 

of Government offi¬ 
cials who would 
have lieen required 
to go to New Delhi, 
while the allow¬ 
ances paid to rail¬ 
way officers going 
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Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Oliettiar: Afay 1 ask if the answei’ to clause (a) 
is very and, therefore, it cannot be read? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: U is rather coinplicated and has too 
many columns. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ghettiar: How man\ eolumns are there?' 
How many Conferences were held? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Two Conferences were held. One 
was the meeting of the Standing Finance Committee for Railways, and the 
other was a meeting of certain Engineers. 

Officers and Ministerial Staff of the Department of Communica¬ 
tions AND its Attached and Subordinate Offices who moved up- 
TO Simla last Summer and Expenditure incurred in the Move. 

93. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Commin 
nications please state: 

(i) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks of his 
Department and attached or subordinate offices who moved' 
up to Simla with the Government of India camp offices in^ 
April 1940; 

(ii) the number of officers who accompanied the camp office to 

Simla; 

(iii) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks who were- 

called up in each month during last summer to Simla and the- 
period for which the\ were called and why; 

(iv) the number of staff and the officers, separately, who were' 

required to attend duties at Simla and New Delhi, and how 
many times each went to Simla, and what was the period of 
his stay on each occasion; and 

(v) the total cost on account of the last move from and to New 
Delhi of his Depaiiment under the following heads: 

(1) travelling allowance, etc.; 

(2) house-rent allowance; 

(8) daily allowance; and * 

(4) all other expenditure iu this counection? 

(b) What efforts do Government propose to make to curtail the expen¬ 
diture on account of the move of the camp office of this Department? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) (i) Two Superintendents, 

seven Assistants, 16 clerks and 11 stenographers. 

(ii) Ten. 

(iii) , (iv) and (v). Information is being collected and will be laid on the- 
table shortly. 

(b) The expenditure will continue to be restricted to the minimum- 
necessary for the efficient performance of the work of the department. 
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Conferences, CoMKitiTTEEs or Sob-Committees held at Simla last Summer 

UNDER TftE CbNTROt OF IT^E DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS. 

f94. *Sardar Sant Singh: Will the TTonourahle Member for Communi¬ 
cations please state: 

(a) the names ol the different eonlerences, committees or sub¬ 

committees held at Simla during the last summer season 
under the control of his Depnitrnent; 

(b) the name of the chairman or presidents of each of such 

committees, etc.; 

(c) the names of Government Members stationed at Simla and who 

were required to attend such conferences, etc.; 

(d) the number of members who came to Simla from outside to 

attend the meetings of such conferences, etc., and the total 
cost on account of their travelling and other charges paid by 
Government; 

(e) the number of ministerial staff sent for from New Delhi to 

attend to the requirements of such conferences, etc., and the 
expenditure on their travelling, etc., and other charges; 

(f) the savings in each case if the meetings of these (‘onferences. 

etc., had been held at New Delhi; 

(g) the reasons for holding each on these conferences, etc., at 

Simla and for incurring expenditure on account of payment 
of travelling allowance and other charges to the members 
who came to attend from outside; and 

(h) whether h(' proj>oses to curtail the expenditure on account of 

all of these conferences, etc., bv holding their meetincfs at 
New D(dhi instead of Simla in future; if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) One. for considering wartime 
meteorological facilities. 

(h) and (c). The (’f)nfercncc was conducted by tlu' Secretary, Depart¬ 
ment of Communications and was attended by the Financial Adviser and 
Assistant Financial Advisej-, Communications, the Director of Civil 
Aviation, (he Tbidcr Secrclarv, Department of Coinmnnications, and four 
officers from Air Hcadquai tors. 

(d) Two officers w]u.).s<‘ hcad(pjarters are at Poona. The expfmditure 
on account of their travelling allowance was approximately Rs. 650. 

(e) Nil. ^ 

(f) and (g). There would have been no saving but additional expendi¬ 
ture if the Confeieiice liad been held at New Delhi at the time it wa« 
required. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Pkovtsion of a Channel for Promotion of Markers to Subordinate 
Service Post.s on the North Western Railway. 

195. '*'Ehan Bahadur Mian Ghulam Kadir Muhammad Shahban: (a) 

Will the Honourable Member for Railways be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that a channel for promotion is provided for inferior and labour 

t Answei’ to this question laid on the table, the questioner havina exhausted his 
riuota. 

t Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent, 

2 1 
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Btaft on the North Western Eailway in the categoric of Shed Gleaners. 
Works Mistries and other Mistries to subordinate service posts as Firemen, 
Sub-inspectors of Works and Journeymen, respectively? 

(b) Is it a fact that direct recruitment is also made in subordinate 
service posts referred to in part (a) above? 

(c) Is jt a fact that no channel for direct promotion is provided for 
Markers as Goods Clerks to which posts direct recruitment is made? If 
so. what is the reason for this differential treatment for categories of stair 
referred to in part (a) and the Markers? 

(d) Is it a fact' that in the matter of promotion of Markers as Goods 
Clerks, etc., 60 per cent, of such promotions would go to Muslims? 

(e) What steps do Government propose to take to provide some 
channel for promotion of Markers to subordinate service posts? If not, 
why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes, in most of them. 

(c) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative, as regards the latter 
part, I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given to part (b) 
of Kunwar Hajee Tsmaiel Ali Khan’s question No. 106 on the 15th 
February, 1940. 

(d) Not necessarily. 

(e) None. I would refer the Honourable Member to the latter part of 
part (c) of the question. 

Steps for Relieving the Hardships due to Block on Grade I on the 
North Western Railway. 

196. *Khan Bahadur Mian Ghulam Kadir Muhammad Shahban: (a) 

With reference to the Honourable Member’s assurance given in his speech¬ 
es on the 24th and 26th February, 1940, to take steps to relieve hardship 
due to block on grade I, on the North Western Railway, will the Honour¬ 
able Member for Railways be pleased to state what steps have since been 
taken to achieve this? 

(b) Tf some orders were issued by the Railway Board, will the Honour¬ 
able Member please lay a copy of the same on the table of the House? 

(c) If no orders have been issued, what steps are being taken to 
expedite their issue? Tf none, wjiy not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) T assume that the question 
relates to clerks in Divisional and tither offices. If so, the answer is 
that the matter is still under examination. 

(b) and (c). Do not arise. 

Muslims selected for Direct Recruitment to certain Categories of 
Appointments on the North Western Railway. 

197. *Khan Bahadur Mian Ghulam Kadir Muhammad Shahban; (a) 

Will the Honourable Member for Railways be pleased to state the number 


t Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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of Muslims selected on the North Western Railway in 1940, by direct re¬ 
cruitment in the following categories: 

(i) Permanent Way Inspectors, 

(ii) Inspectors of Works, 

(iii) Sub-Inspectors of Works, 

(iv) Assistant Way Inspectors, 

(v) Station Masters’ Group Students, and 

(vi) Commercial Group students? 

(b) How many of the candidates so selected were Sindhis? If tiie num¬ 
ber was insignificant, w'hat steps do Government propose to take to ensure 
recruitment of Sindhi Muslims to railway service? If none, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) A statemem is laid on the 
table giving the required information. 

(b) Government have no particulars of the province of origin of these 
men. Recruitmcmt is not made on a territorial basis, and Government 
do not contemplate the introduction of such a system as they dc^ not 
believe it would be in the public interest. 


Statement showing the number of Muslim employees recruited direct on the North Western 
Railway in the various categories shown below during J940. 


Serial 

No. 

Category of Staff. 

No. of Muslim 
employees 
recruited. 

1 

Permanent Waj' Inspectors ...... 

Nil. 

2 

Inspectors of Works ....... 

2 

3 

* As.sistant Inspertors of Works ..... 

Nil. 

4 

As.sistant Way Inspectors ...... 

4 

5 

Station Masters Group Student.s ..... 

130 

6 

Commercial Group Students ...... 

79 


* The correct deHignation is A.s.siHtant Insp4ctors of Works and not Sub-Inspectois 
of Works. 


Muslims in certain Categories of Appointments Officiating against 
Permanent Vacancies on. the North Western Railway. 
f98. *Khan Bahadur Mian Ghulam Kadir Muhammad Shahban: (a) 

Will the Honourable Member for Railways be pleased to state how many 
(i) Assistant Station Masters, grade IV or V, (ii) Assistant Controllers, and 
(iii) Loco. Inspectors, are officiating against permanent vacancies on the 
North Western Railway, and how many of them in each category are 
Muslims? 

(b) Why are they not being confirmed? , 

t Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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(c) Is it a fact that officiating service, if continuous in the grade, counts 
towards probationary period of twelve months? If so, will the persons 
referred to in part (a), who have put in twelve months’ continuous officiat¬ 
ing service, be confirmed? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Five men in each of the cate- 
gcales of Assistant Station Master, Orade IV, Assistant Controller and 
Loco. Ins})ector ani at present officiating against permanent vacancies. 
One of these, an Assistant Station Master, is a Muslim. 

(b) The (‘ontirniation of these Assistant Station Masters, Grade IV 
and Assistant Controller is under consideration. It is not proposed to fill 
tile five vacancies of Loco. Inspectors permanently for the present. 

(c) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. As regards the 
second part, I would refer the Honourable Member to my reply to part 
(b). The last part does not arise 

Muslim Officers employed by the Calcutta Port Trust. 

99. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (on behalf of Mr. H. A. Sathar IT. Essak 
Sait): (a) Will the Honourable MeTiiber for Connniinications be pleased to 
state the number of officers enpiloyed by the Calcutta Port Trust? How 
many of them arc Mussalmans? 

(b) How many recruitments were made in the officers’ grade from 1924? 
Flow many of them were Muslims? 

(c) Did Government fix any quota fo’ Muslims? If not, why not? 

(d) Wliat percentage have Government fixed for Bengal where the 
Muslim pojnilation is about o4 per cent.? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow; (a) and (b). I'he information is 
being collected and will be laid on the table in dne course. 

(c) N/). Th{! power to fill appointments under the Calcutta Port 
Commissioners, except in the case of a small number of high posts, vests 
by law in the Commissioners thcmiselves, their Chairman or Deputy 
(?h a inn an. 

(d) The percentages fixed for the central services in Bengal which are 
under the control of the Government of India are not uniform but differ 
for the different services. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: With reference to part (a), since the appoint¬ 
ments are very few, it should not take a long time to colleet the informii- 
tion ? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I have not yet received the 
information from the Calcutta Port Trust. I am getting it. I have 
got to refer to Calcutta for this; the other answers could be collected 
here. 

Scholarships for Special Training given by the Government of India 
OR THE Calcutta Port Trust. 

100. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (on behalf of Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak 
Sait): (a) Will the Honourable Member for Communications please state 
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whether it ie a fact ^that the Govemiwent of India or the Calcutta Port 
TTrust help some candidates for a special training giving them scholar* 
ships? 

(b) Was any -scholarship ever given to a Muslim? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew C^ow: (a) and (b). The information asked 
for by the Honourable Member so far as it relates to the Calcutta Port 
Commissioners has been called for and will be laid on the table when 
received. As far as the Covermneni of India are concerned, the latter 
part of the question should have been addressed to the Secretary in the 
Deparfiiicnt of Kdueation, Health and Lands, but 1 believe that the 
ausv\cr tu both parts is in the affirmative. 

t 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: With reference to part (b), the Honourable 
Member says he believes the answer is in the affirmative. Put T can 
assure him, it is in the negative. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The Hououiable Member had 
better table a (question directly to the Secretary of the Department of 
Education, Health and Lands. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: He believes that it is in the affirmative, but 
I am sure it is in the negative. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: 1 have given this reply after 
a reference to the Secevlarv of the Department of Ikliieation, Health 
and r.ands. If llie Honourable Member wants a more detailed reply, 
he must table a question. 

Allkoeo Pude Behaviour of the Quetta Railway Station Officials 

AT the Welcome to the President-Et.ect of the Baluchistan 

Muslim League Session. 

101. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (on behalf of Mr. H. A. Sathar II. Essak 
Sait): (a) Will the Honourable Member for Railways he pleased to state 
whether he received a resolution passed by the annual session of the 
Baluchistan Muslim League held a1 Quetta on 2Gth/28th July. 104O‘^ 

(b) Has the Honourable Member made enquiries in regard to the com¬ 
plaint made therein that the Railway officials behaved very rudely towards 
the gentlemen gathered at the Quetta Railway station to welcome the 
President-elect, Nawabzada Liyaqat Ali Khan? 

(e) Is it a fact that on the previous day, i.e., the 25th July, there was 
a big gathering at the Quetta Station to welcome Lala Klnisalchand, an 
Arya Samajist leader, when thousands of persons were allowed to enter 
the platform without platform tickets, and that even volunteers with lathta 
were freely allowed on the idatfonn, while the very next day, /.e., the 26th, 
not only were no such facilities given to the Muslim Leaguers but they were 
Rct\ially insulted by Railway officials and by Police officials to such an 
extent that they had to retire from the platform and, when the PTesident- 
;^ect arrived at the station, there was none to receive him? 

(d) What action did the Honourable Member take in this matter? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) Yes. 

•,(b) Yes. 
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(c) I am informed that no limitation was placed on the sale of platform 
tickets to a large number of people admitted to the platform on the 25th. 
July. It is not a fact that thousands of persons were allowed to enter 
without platform tickets. 


On the 26th, at the request of the PoHce, the sale of platform tickets 
to the Keception Oommittee was limited to 30 and, when informed of 
this, the Committee decided that no one should go to the platform. 


(d) The General Manager, North Western Kailway, has been asked 
to issue instructions to Divisions to give Keception Committees prior 
notice of any intention to limit the sale of platform tickels. 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Why was this differentmtion made as- mention¬ 
ed in parts (b) and (c), that no persons were allowed to receive the 
President of the Muslim League, whereas nobody was prevented from 
entering the platform to receive Lala Khusalchand? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: It is not the case that no one was 
allowed to receive the President of the Muslim League. A limited number 
of persons was allowed. A change was made at the request of the Police, 
possibly as a result of the experience gained on the first occasion. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: May I know the number of platform 

tickets that were sold on the first occasion when Lala Khusalchand was 
received at the station? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I have not got the figures here. 

Desirability of Uniformity as to the Indian Catering System on all 

Indian Railways. 

102. * Shaikh Rafluddin Ahmad Siddiquee: (a) Will the Honourable 
Member for Railways please state if the Indian catering system and the 
rules ill respect of it are uniform on all the Indian Railways, including the 
Company-managed ones? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) above be in the negative, will the Hon¬ 
ourable Member please state whether Government are prepared to take 
steps to make the Indian catering system uniform on all the Indian Rail¬ 
ways, including the Assam Bengal Railway? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) No. 

(b) No. Apart from the fact that it is very doubtful whether one 
uniform catering system is desirable throughout India, Government are 
not in a position to issue instructions to Coinpan\-managed Railways 
reji;arding their catering systems. 

Mr. Kuladhar Ohaliha: Is it a fact that one has to deposit the price 
of the bottle with the stall vendor before one can get an aerated water 
bottle? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow; I am not aware of that,^ but I am 
willing to take it from the Honourable Member. 
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Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Obsttiar: Does the Honourable Member 
mean that the rules in respect of catering arrangements are not uniform 
on all the Indian Railways? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Yes, Sir. One railway, for 
example, does its own catering arrangements. 

Mr. T, S. Avinashilingam Ohottiar: In cases in which contracts are 
given for catering, may I know if the catering rules are uniform for all 
the railways? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I do not think they are uniform. 

Mr. T. S. Avinasbilingam Ohettiar: Will Government consider the 
advisability of putting catering and other things on a uniform basis over 
all the railways? 

The Honourable Sir Andraw Clow: If the Honourable Member had’ 
listened to the reply T gave to part (b) of the question, ho would hav^ 
found an answer to that. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: May T know if the Railway Board 
does not cxereise any (‘ontrol over the Company-managed Railways in 
respect of catering? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: No, Sir. 

Pandit Itakshmi Kanta Maitra: What, no control? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: That is a matter for the railway 
administration concerned. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: May T know why uniformity is 
not advisable? 

The Honourable Sir Andrev/ Clow: T do not think in a great country 
like India, in this and many other matters, uniformity is at all desirable. 
By having certain varieties, yon gain experience and thus meet the 
dififering needs of different parts of the country. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: I want uniformity of rules of 
catering, that is rules and regulations should be uniform, T do not mean- 
uniformity of food. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: T do not think uniformity of any 
system is desirable. One company manages its own catering. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it nob a fact that the rules framed by 
the Centrfd Advisory Committee are binding on the State Railways as 
also on the Company-managed Railways? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: It is the other way about. Th© 
recommendations made by that Committee were embodied in the instruc¬ 
tions issued by the Railway Board, which have to be followed by the 
State Railways. The Company-managed Railways are not obliged to- 
follow those rules. 
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Rent received from Indian Stalls by the Assam Bengal Railway. 

103. ^Shaikh Bafiuddin Ahmad Siddiquee: Will the Iloiiourabln the 
Railway Member be pleased to lay on the table of this House a statement 
showing the amounts received by the Assam Bengal Railway Company as 
rent from the Indian stalls from the year 1930 up to 31st March, 1940? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Contracts for vending at stations 'on 
the Assam Bengal Railway do not specify the amount of rent separately. 
But as I^issume that the Honourable Member desires to know the total 
receipts from the vending contracts for stalls, f shall endeavour to secure 
this information for tlie three \ears onding the 31st i\Ja?*eh, BMO. 

Indian Caterinc; made a source of Iniome on the Assam Bengal 

Raitavav. 

104. ’"Shaikh Rafiuddin Ahmad Siddiquee: (a) Will tho Honourable 
tlie Railway Member be pleased to state Ihe object or objects for which 
Indian catering is maintained by the Assam Bengal Railway Company? 

(b) Is the Indian catering on the Assam liengal Railway looked upon 
and treated as a source of income to the Assam Bengal Railway Company? 

(c) If the answer to part (b) above he in the alhrmative, will the Hon¬ 
ourable Member please state whether (lovermncait are prepared to take 
necessary steps in the interest of the ti’avclling public to allow the Inditin 
catering system on the Assam Bengal Railway the same privileges and 
advantages as are enjoyed by the European refreshment rooms? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) The main object of providing 

Indian catering is to meet needs of Indian passengers. 

(b) J understand that some income is derived from it. 

(c) This is a matter within the comjxitene.e of the (Company; it is not 
always ])ossible to secure suitable contract(a*s for the two tyj)es of catering 
on identical terms. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Is the Honourable Meudier aware that, on the 
•Company-managed Railways there is a licence fee .md there is also a stall 
fee? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 am not familiar with the details of 
the contract for catering on (kirnpany-managcd Railways. 

Improvement tn the Indian Catering System of the Assam Bengal 

Railway. 

105. * Shaikh Bafiuddin Ahmad Siddiquee: (a) Will the Honourable 
the Railway Member please state whether the Assam Bengal Railway 
Conpumv has effected any change or improvement in the Indian catering 
system of that Railway according to the advice of the Central Advisory 
Council for Railways or otherwise after the meeting of this Assemhlv in 
April, 1930? 

(h) If the answer to part (a) above be in the affirmative, will the Hon¬ 
ourable Member please state what those changes and improvements are? 

T^e Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I have called for the information and 
will lay a reply on the table of the House. 
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Exclusion ok Non-Muslims kuom Psomotions as .rouuNEVMEN 
.MADE ON THE NoRTH WeSTERN RAILWAY. 

43. Mr Lalchand Navalrai: (n) Will the Honourable Member for 
Rai Mays, be pleased t<) state whether some promotions were lately made 
on the North Western Railway to the Journeymen’s posts? ^ 

, TV ^ North Western Railwav Headquarters ottiee 

asked Divisions to recommend only Muslims? If 'so, whv were other 
communities exeinded from promotion to these posts? 

(c) What is the total iiumht i' of promotions made to jonnieymen from 
Ist January, 19B9, to date and how mnn\ belon^^ed to each commnnity? 

(d) What steps does the iionoiirable Member propose to take to ensure 
that members of eommimities (dher than the .Muslim commimity are not 
debarred from promotion in tlie manner referred to in pait (b) above? If 
none, why not? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes, but this was done in order to make up the Muslim quota; the 
other communities iiave not been excluded. 

(c) 16; nine Muslims, two Hindus, thi'ee Anglo-Indians and Domiciled 
Europeans, two Indian Christians. 

(d) As no community is debarred from recruitment this does not arise. 


Filling up of certain Vacancies of Clerks recently occurring in the 
Karachi Divisional Office of the North Western Railway. 

44. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways be pleased to slate whether it is a fact that a Division on the North 
Western Railway forms an independent circle or unit for recruitment of 
clerical staff in the Divisional offices, especially in grade I, for which no 
second or final Selection Board is held at the North Western Railway 
Headquarters office, Lahore? 

(b) Is it a fact that recently certain vacancies of clerks in the Karachi 
Divisional office were advertised and applications from suitable candidates 
of the community for which the vacancies were reserved were not received? 

(c) Is it a fact that some persons belonging to the unreserved com¬ 
munities were appointed to these posts, but they w ere soon discharged and 
candidates selected by other Divisions and also the North Western Rail¬ 
way Headquarters office, were appointed to these posts? If so, why? 

(d) Why were the provisions of the Government of India, Home Depart¬ 
ment Office Memorandum bearing No. 14/13/38-Ests.(S), dated 15th July, 
1938, not applied in this case? 

(e) Have the provisions of the order referred to in part (d) ever been 
applied on the Noidh Western Railway? If so, when and in which cases? 

(f) Is it a fact that candidates are taken from anywhere to a circle? 
If so, why? Is the Honourable Member prepared to take steps to stop 
importations and to ensure the strict observance of the Office Memo¬ 
randum referred to in part (d)? If not, why not? 

( 587 ) 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Yes, ordinarily. There is, how¬ 
ever, no prohibition against a vacancy being filled up by a Divisional 
Superintendent by taking a clerk from another division or the Headquarters. 
Office if available. 

(b) I understand that this is not the case. 

(c) I am informed that the answer to the first part is in the negative; 
the second part does not arise. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) Yes, in cases such as Journe\men. Station Masters, Coiniiiereial 
Group Students, Guards. Sub-Assist ant Surgeons, etc. I have no parti¬ 
culars of the dates. 

(f) Yes, if the circumstances so warrant. Kecniitment is not conducted 
on a territorial basis, and there is nothing in th(‘ orders to which the Hon¬ 
ourable Member lias referred which requires that it should be so conducted. 

Educational Assistance to the Children of Employees on the North 

Western Railway. 

46. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) With reference to the Honourable the 
Railway Member’s answer to parts (c) and (e) of starred question No. 54, 
asked on 9th February, 1940, stating that in the matter of grant of 
educational assistance* to children of railway employees, there was no 
question of distance but convenience, will the Honourable Member be, 
pleased to state whether orders have been issued on the subject of inter¬ 
pretation of the relevant rule i-egarding conditions of distance and con¬ 
venience? If so, from which date do they come in force? 

(b) Is it a fact that some of the railways propose to apply this amplified 
interpretation to cases of educational assistance, occurring after 16th Feb¬ 
ruary, 1940? Tf so, why? 

fe) Is it a fact that several emplo\ees were told on the Nortli Western 
Railway that the matter referred to in part (b) was under correspondence 
and their bills would be pending till the disposal of the reference*? Do- 
Government propose to give relief in regard to their pending claims? If 
not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) and (b). Orders on the subject 
were issued on the 16th February, 1940. Those orders did not involve a 
mere interpretation of the previous orders on the point, but their revision. 
They, therefore, came into force from the date of issue in accordance with 
para. 2045 (2) of State Railway General Code, a copy of which is in the 
Library of the House. 

(c) Government have no information but the claims of staff will be dealt 
with in accordance with the answer to parts (a) and (b) of the question. 

Publication of a CiAssiFiEi) List of a certain Class of Subordinate 
Staff of all Branches of Railway Services on the North Western 
Railway. 

48. Mr, Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways be pleased to state whether a classified list of the subordinate staff 
of all branches of railway service on the North Western Railway in receipt 
of Es. 260 and over or in the scale of pay rising to Rs. 250 and over, is- 
published annually? 



UNSTARBKD QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


589 


(b) If the reply to part (a) above be in the affirmative, is the book on 
sale? If so, what is its price and from where is it obtainable? 

(c) If the classified list is not on sale, do Government propose to issue 
instructions that these books should be put on sale to the employees at 
least? If not, why not? 

(d) Is the seniority of each category of staff whose names and parti¬ 
culars of service are published in the classified list of the subordinate staff 
given therein? If not, why not? 

(e) Do Government propose to issue instructions that the information 
referred to in part (d'j above be given in the classified list? If not, why 
not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) Yes. 

(b) The answer to the first part is in the negative, the latter part does 
not arise. 

(c) The question of discontinuing the printing of these lists is under 
examination; if they continue to be printed, the question of permitting the 
staff to ])urchase copies will be considered. 

(d) and (e). No; because the list is not drawn up for the purpose of 
-exhibiting seniority and seniority lists aie separately maintained. 

Discharge of certain Works Mistries in the Rawalpindi Division 
OF THE North Western Railway on Communal Grounds. 

47. Mr. Nalchand Kavalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways be pleased to state whether Works Mistries are appointed on the 
North W^estern Railway in officiating capacity or against temporary vacan- 
<iies or on special works? 

(b) Is it a fact that for the purpose of reckoning seniority for confirma¬ 
tion, the total officiating service is the determining factor? 

(c) Is it a fact that some Works Mistries appointed in 1932 and after 
in the Rawalpindi division, in capacities mentioned in part (a) have now 
been discharged, on the ground that communal reservation had to be 
applied to their posts? 

(d) Since the Government of India, Home Department Resolution, 
dated 4th July, 1934, on the reservation of appointments for minonty com¬ 
munities was issued after the appointment of the Works Mistries referred 
to in part (c), can it have retrospective effect? If so, will the Honourable 
Member please refer to specific provision on the point in the Resolution? 
If there is no specific provision to give it retrospective effect, why have 
the Works Mistries with long terms of service been discharged on com¬ 
munal grounds to make room for short-term employees? 

(e) Does the Honourable Member propose to review such cases? If 
not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) This depends on the nature of 

the vacancy against which the appointment is made. 

(b) No. 

(c) No person holding any such permanent appointment was discharged 
on this ground. 
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(d) The answer to the first pnvt is in the negative; the latter part does 
not arise. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Transfers of Non-gazettkd Railway Servants in the Moradabad 
Division of the PUst Indian Railway and the Delhi Division or 
THE North Western Railway. 

48. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways please refer to Rule 125 of the State Railway Establislnnent Code 
and lay on the table of this House a statement showing: 

(a) the number of non-gazetted railway servants transferred since 

1st Januarv, 1988, from one post to aiiotlier otherwise than 
on account of ineHiciency, misbehaviour or on a written 
request on Moradabad Division of the East Indian Railway 
and the Dellii DivisVai of the Norlli Western Railway, sepa¬ 
rately ; 

(b) designation of the odicer who has exercised ttu* powers of the 

Railway Board delegated to heads of departments (Appendix 
XXXIH of the said Code) in respect of those transfers; 

(c) non-gazetted railway servants transferred since 1st January, 

1988, from one post to another on account of inefficiency, 
misbehaviour and on a written request separately on those 
Divisions; and 

(d) the rule and procedure adopted in respect of transfers made 

under part (c) of the question and the authority wlu^ ordered 
the said transfers? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a), {!)), (c) and (d). I regret that 1 
cannot undertake the research necessary to secure these particulars. 
Transfers are matters of day to day administration of which statistics are 
not maintained. It sliould he point(‘(l out, howevcT. that paragrapli 125 
of the Code did not correctly represent the ])Osition, and was to some ex¬ 
tent inconsistent with paragraph 721. This inconsistency is being removed 
in the revised Code, which will make it, clear that tlh* power to transfer 
officials can he re-delegated. 

Prior Sanctions by the Railway Board to Revisions of Scales of Pays 
affecting a whole Class or (Jrade of PImployees on Certain State 
Railways. 

49. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways please refer to Rule 168 (2) (a) of the State Railway Establishment 
Code and lay on the table of this House a statement of the prior sanctions 
given by the Railway Board on the revisions in the scales of pay which 
have affected a whole class or grade of employees, since 1st January, 1938, 
on the Eastern Bengal, East Indian, Great’Indian Peninsula and’North 
Western Railways? 

* Sir Andrew Clow: No revisions of scales of pay affect- 

mg a who e class or grade of non-gpzetted employees on State-managed 
Railways have been sanctioned by the Railway Board since the 1st Janu¬ 
ary, 1938. 
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I)6cuments for Verification of Leave Accounts maintained on State 

Railways. 

60. Mr* Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways please refer to Rule 422 of the State Railway Establishment Code 
and state the documents from which the accuracy of the leave account is 
verified and also the duration for which those documents are maintained.* 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The accuracy of a leave account 
maintained under rule 422 of the State Railway Establishment Code can 
be verified from the records of service prescribed in Chapter XIX of the 
State Railway General Code, a copy of which is in the Library of the House. 
Where in any case a record of leave is not maintained in the service record, 
the leave account itself constitutes an n\ithoritative record of leave as the 
entries are duly attested by an officer and test checked by Accounts and/or 
Audit staff with the initial documents. 

Service records and leave accounts are preserved as long as a person 
remains in service, the period for which they may be preserved thereafter 
has been left to the discretion of General Managers. 

Rules in respect of Pay and Allowances, Provident Fund, etc., on the 

OUDH AND RoHILKHAND RaILWAY BEFORE AND AFTER AMALGAMA¬ 
TION. 

51. Mr. Muhflimmad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for Rail- 
ivays please state the rules (Oudh and Rohilkhand State Railway or East 
Indian Company Railways'; in respect of (i) pay and allowances (scales or 
grades); (ii) Provident Fund and Gratuity; (hi) Leave; (iv) House 
rent; (v) Transfer; (vi) Medical attendance; (vii) Clothing; (viii) School 
fees, applicable to the staff appointed (a) between Ist January, 1925 
and 30th June, 1925; and (b) on and after Ist July, 1925 but before Ist 
April, 1931, on the old Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway and on the amalga¬ 
mated East Indian Railway? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: 1 have called for information and a 
reply will be laid on the table in due course. 

(^viL Suit by an Employee Decreed against thk North Western 

Railway. 

52. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 

ways please refer to column 6 of page 8 of the Hindustan Times, Delhi 
Edition, dated Saturday, Se])tember 28. 1940, under the Caption 

“Employees suit against North Western Railway—Claim Decreed by 
Couii” and to state; 

fa) whether the North Western Railway Administration preferred an 
appeal against the Decree; if not, wdiy not; and 
(b) whether Government propose in terms of Rule 20 (iv) of Appen¬ 
dix 1 of State Railway Establishment Code to recover the 
decretal amount from the pay of the Gazetted Railway ser¬ 
vants who neglected in observing the rules and wdiose order 
is held by Court as ultra vires; if no recovery from the pay 
is to be made, the reasons therefor? 
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The Bonourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) I have called for the information 
and a reply will be laid on the table in due course. 

(b) Government have no such step in contemplation as the case was 
not reported to them, but a copy of this question and the answer will be 
forwarded to the General Manager for such action as he considers neces- 
rsary. 


Alleged Sale of Used Railway Tickets. 

53. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways please refer to column 2 of page 4 of the Hindustan Times, dated 
May 3, 1940, under the Caption “Used Tickets—Charge of selling fails'' 
and state: 

(a) the officer of the Railway Administration who inquired into the 

alleged selling of used Tickets; 

(b) whether the enquiring Railway officer was ignorant of the fact 

that “The tickets produced in the court were such as were 
already clipped and checked'’; 

(c) who conducted the ease in the Court on behalf of the Railway 

Administration; and 

(d) who was in possession of the tickets between the recovery from 

the accused persons and the production in Court? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I have called for information and a 
ireply will be laid on the table in due course. 

Report of the Railway Enquiry Committee on Corruption in 

Railways. 

54. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways please refer to column 6 of page 4 of the Hindustan Times, dated 
August 21. 1940, under the Caption “Alleged corruption—Railway Inquiry 
concludes” and lay on the table of this House the report of Railway 
Inquiry Committee together with the actions taken thereon; if no action 
has been taken, the reasons therefor? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: A departmental inquiry committee 
which met at Multan has submitted several reports on serious irregularities 
in connection with the execution of work in that division. As these reports 
are confidential ones relating to individual cases, I am unable to comply 
with the request to lay them on the table of the House. The action taken 
by Government so far has involved the discharge of three officers. The 
cases of two more officers are under consideration and 1 understand that 
action was taken by the administration against'certain subordinates. 

"North Western Railway Ban on Hats against certain Employees. 

55. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please refer to column 4, page 2 of the Hindustan Times of 
November 21, 1939, under the Caption “North Western Railway Ban—Hat 
not for those drawing less than 150” and state: 

(a) whether Government are aware that educated Indians are using 
European Head dress in daily life even with Dhotis and 
Sahvars; and 
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(b) whether Government propose to remove the racial distinction, 

II not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) I am prepared to take the 
Honourable Member’s word that some do, but it is not usual. 

(b) Necessary action has been taken. 

Proceedings of the Selection Board held at the Divisional Office, 

Howrah, East Indian Railway fob filling Vacancies of Luggage 

AND Parcel Supervisors. 

66. Mt. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please refer to the proceedings of the Selection Board held at 
Divisional oliice, Howrah, East Indian Railway in April and May 1940, 
on the vacancies in the cadre of Luggage and Parcel Supervisors, and 
state: 

(a) if it is a fact that the Selection Board on the 29th April, 1940, 

interviewed seven persons out of eleven called for those 
vacancies; 

(b) if it is a fact that the Selection Board submitted its result on 

the 3rd May, 1940; 

(c) if it is a fact that that result was subsequently modified on 

9th May, 1940; and 

(d) if it is a fact that the remainder four were presented to the 

Selection Board on the 11th May, 1940? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: These proceedings are not submitted 
to Government so that I have been unable to refer to them, and cannot 
furnish particulars of the procedure followed. I have, however, no reason 
for supposing that the dates and numbers mentioned by the Honourable 
Member are incorrect. 

Quarters Committee, Moradabad Division, East Indian Railway. 

57. Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please lay on the table of this House a copy of the: 

(a) order constituting the Quarters Committee, Moradabad Division, 

East Indian Railway; 

(b) rule or regulation made by the Governor General for the consti¬ 

tution of that committee; and 

(c) constitution rules, regulations or bye-laws of that committee 

for allotment of quarters, for vacation of quarters, for 
shifting from one quarter to another in the same station, 
for transfer in quarters of the same type or in the same unit 
and for appeals against the committees’ orders, resolutions, 
findings, rules, etc.? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) and (c). Government do not get 
information on these matters of detailed administration which are within 
the competence of local railway authorities. 

(b) The Governor General has not made any rules or regulations for this 
purpose. 
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Allotment op Quabtebs to obbtain Classes of Non-Gazbttbd Railway 
Sebvants on State Railways. 

68. Mr,' Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please state the order of priority amongst the Non-Gazetted 
Railway servants of the following classes, and the criterion required for 
allotment of quarters with the minimum and maximum distances from 
the sphere of work required for occupation of a quarter on the Eastern* 
Bengal, East Indian, Great Indian Peninsula and North Western 
Railways: 

(a) Signallers, Assistant Station Masters, Assistant Yard Masters or 

Foremen, Station Masters, Yard Masters or Firemen, Ticket 
Collectors, Gunners, Shunting Porters, Number Takers, 
Booking and Goods clerks, Station Masters’ clerks. Cabin 
Signalmen and Pointsmen; 

(b) Guards, Cleaners, Shunters, Drivers, Running Shed Foremen, 

Travelling Ticket Examiners, Electricians, and Train Ex¬ 
aminers ; and 

(c) Assistant or Section Controllers, Controllers, Transportation 

Inspectors (Traffic, Commercial, Tickets and power)? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: With your permission. Sir, I shall 
reply to questions Nos. 58 and 60 together. 

The allotment of quarters^.to non-gazetted railway servants is a matter 
which is left to individual railway administrations. It may safely be pre¬ 
sumed that in making it, the primary consideration is administrative re¬ 
quirements. Government have no detailed information regarding it. The 
collection of the information the Honourable Member desires would involve 
much labour and expense which I do not consider would be justified. I 
regret, therefore, I am unable to undertake it. 

Detention of Vehicles at Stations in the Moralabad Division, East 

Indian Railway. 

59. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways please lay on the table a comparative statement of the total deten¬ 
tions of vehicles at Moradabad and at stations on the Moradabad Division, 
East Indian Railway, during the period from 1st October to 31st October, 
1939 and 1940? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Particulars of detentions to goods 
stock are not compiled for each individual station and T regret that T can¬ 
not supply these. In the marshalling yard at Moradabad the average 
detention to through loaded wagons in October, 1939 was 11-7 hours. 
Figures for October, 1940 are not yet available, but the figures for Sep¬ 
tember, 1940 was 8-6 hours against 11-5 hours in September. 1939. The 
reduction in delay, which appears in every month of this year up to Sep¬ 
tember, is due partly to improvement in the facilities available and partly 
to improved operating conditions and methods. 

Railway Quai^ters at Moradabad and Staff occupying them. 

160. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please lay a statement on the table of this House in respect of 

f For answer to this question, see answer to question No. .58. 
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th© positfions of the Quarters at Moradabad in the Moradabad Division on 
the East Indian Bailway on Slst October, 1940, showing: 

(a) number in each type of quarters along with the description of 

types; 

(b) number of units of each type and how the units are formed; 

(c) number of staff entitled to railway quarters (to be divided 

according to types and units, respectively); 

(d) number of staff in occupation of railway quarters (to be shown, 

as free of rent, or on payment of rent against each type and 
unit respectively, along with the total amount of rent re¬ 
covered for quarters allotted against payment of rent); 

(e) number of staff occupying quarters of a higher type and unit, 

respectively, than entitled to; 

(f) number of staff disbursed with amount of rent in lieu of rent- 

free quarters along with the total amount of such disburse¬ 
ment; and 

(g) the reasons for allotting quarters to staff on payment of rent 

against the staff entitled to rent free qiiarters? 

Prevalence of Tuberculosis amongst the Staff of the Railway 
Clearing Accounts Office. 

61. Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: (a) With reference to the reply to 
starred question No. 475 given on the 20th March, 1940, will the lionour- 
able the Railway Member kindly state whether medical authorities have 
been consulted regarding the question of the desirability of having a medical 
examination of the staff of the Railway Clearing Office employed in the 
Clive Building? If so, what conclusions have been arrived at? 

(b) Have Government examined the question of the prevalence of tuber¬ 
culosis amongst the staff not from the point of view of deaths alone, but 
from the incidence thereof amongst the staff? 

(c) Are Government aware that the disease is carried by tubercular 
bacilli through the medium of air? 

(d) Are Government aw^are that the patients attending the tuberculosis 
clinic next door to the Clive Building furnish a cause for the prevalence of 
the disease amongst the staff? 

(e) Is there any legislation to the effect that patients attending the 
clinic must not spit in the surrounding area outside the Clinic? If not, 
how such spitting is checked? 

(f) Are Government aware that vendors who sell sweets, etc., to the 
staff, are in close proximity to the clinic? 

(g) Are Government aware that such sweets, etc., are susceptible to 
infection from the spittings in the surroundings? 

(h) With reference to the answer to .part (c) of the above mentioned ques¬ 
tion, will Government state what steps are actually taken by the clinic 
to educate the public, apart from the patients who attended the clinic, in 
tlie methods of prevention of tuberculosis, or the steps the clinic has taken 
to educate the staff of the office or the public so far? 

o 1 
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(i) Have Government considered whether the activities of the clinic 
cannot be carried out by its location in a place just outside the town, say, 
at a distance of 1,000 yards or more from the nearest habitation? 

(j) If not, do Government propose to do so now? If not, are Govern¬ 
ment prepared to remove the Railway Clearing Accounts Office from the 
Clive Building? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) Yes. I understand that the 
medical authority lias been consulted and considers that the incidence 
of tuberculosis of all kinds among the staff is not so great as to call for 
a general medical examination of all the staff employed in the building. 

(b) dliis was considered by the medical officer. 

(d) No. 

(t) No; but I am willing to take this from the Honourable Member. 

(c) , (e), (g), (h), (i). These questions and the first part of (j) should 
have l) 0 en addressed to tlie Honourable Member representing the Depart¬ 
ment of Education, Health and Lands. The latter part of (j) does not 
at present arise. 

Railway Prosecution Case in the Court of the Resident Magistrate, 

Delhi. 

62. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please refer to the proceedings at serial No. 166 of Register of 
Mr. K. L. Kapur, P.C.S., Resident Magistrate, First Class, exercising 
summary powers in Delhi Province announced on 28th November, 1939, 
in Crinjinal C'a.se No. 804-A.;3 of 1939, viz.: 

“Before I close this judgment I deem it my duty to point out that 
this case does not appear to have been properly investigated 
before a complaint was filed in Court. It was obviously the 
duty of the prosecution to thoroughly satisfy themselves 
regarding tlie identity of the offender before prosecuting 
against a gentleman of the position and respectability of ." 

and state if it is a fact that the complainant has styled himself as Ticket 
Court Inspector in a petition, dated 18th May, 1939? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, what action has been 
taken against him against the information given on 6th February, 1940 to 
iinstarred question No. 8 asked on the 22nd September, 1939? If no action 
has been taken, why not? 

(c) Who investigated the case, and have rules 1 and 18 of Part II of 
General Rules for Railways been observed and followed? If not, why not? 

(d) Will the Honourable Member please state the steps taken against 
the Ticket Court Inspector and for safeguarding the position and respect¬ 
ability of travelling public? If no steps have been taken, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) The complainant in this case 
was the Crown and the Crown was represented by the Divisional Inspec¬ 
tor of Special Ticket Examiners who used the designation “Ticket Court 
Inspector". 

(b) None; as it was not considered necessary. 
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(c) The case was investigated by the Divisional Inspector, Special 
Ticket Examiners under instructions from a Divisional Commercial OjQBcer, 
now deceased. The answer to the second part is in the negative; an 
authority higher than the Station Master directed the investigation. 

(d) No action lias been taken against the Eailway official concerned as 
it was considered that there were no sufficient grounds for doing so. 

Contract for Book Stalls given to Messrs. Wheeler and Company 
BY THE General Manager, North Western Railway. 

63. Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please refer to the reply given to starred question No. 522, ask -d 
on the 19th September, 1935, viz. “Contracts on State-managed Railways 
have been given for a period of five years and were placed after calling for 
tenders. The dates on which the existing contracts expire vary, but Ageiits 
will no doubt call for fresh tenders in due course”; and stale why the 
General Manager, North Western Railway, has not called for tenders for 
book stalls and has given contract to Messrs. Wheeler and Company at his 
own option? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Because the General Manager, vho 
was under no obligation to call for tenders, did not consider it necessary 
to test the market on this occasion. 

Recruitment of Temporary Clerks in the Office of the Chief Operating 
Superintendent, East Indian Railway. 

64. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be^leased to state whether he has seen the advertisement publish¬ 
ed in the Statesman for the recruitment of temporary clerks in the office 
of the Chief Operating Superintendent, East Indian Railway? 

(b) Is it a fact that candidates are required to be graduates in Mathe¬ 
matics? 

(c) Is this restriction newly imposed or was it in existence previously? 

(d) If newly imposed, was the sanction of Railway Board necessary? 
If so, was it obtained? 

(e) What are the duties of the clerks for which Higher Mathematics^ is 
necessary? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) Yes. 

(h) Candidates were required to be graduates with Mathematics as 
one (»f the subjects in the Degree Examination. 

(c) 1 have been unable to trace previous occasions on which this quali¬ 
fication was demanded from clerks. 

(d) The answer to the first part is in the negative, and the latter part 
does not arise. 

(e) The clerks in question were required for the time-table and goods 
sections of the Chief Operating Superintendent’s Office. 
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Officbbs and Clerks in the Railway Board graduated in 
Mathematics. 

65. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: (a) Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member please state whether there is any clerk in tho Railway Board who 
is a graduate in Mathematics? 

(b) How many officers in the Railway Board have taken degrees in 
Mathematics? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: It is presumed that in both parts 
of this question the Honourable Member is referring to degrees in which 
mathematics was one of the subjects taken. If so. the replies are: 

(a) Yes. 

(b) Ten. 

Collective Assessment of Water Rates on Postal and Telegraph 
Officials occupying Government Quarters in Simla. 

66. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Communications please state whether +he various classes of Postal and 
Telegraph officials in Simla, quartered separately and independently of each 
other, have to pay collective assessment for their water rates? If so, 
is this due to lack of independent metering facilities? 

(b) Are the Telegraph officials in the said quarters usually debited with 
excess water charges that exceed in a single month the assessed water rate 
for the whole twelve months? If so, how are the charges computed? 

(c) What is the assessed value of the Posts and Telegraphs estate and 
on what actual figure is the free allowance of water made? 

(d) What is the composition of the said estate and what classes of 
officials are housed thereon? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Posts and Telegraphs authorities act as agents 
for the Simla Municipality in the matter of assessing and collecting their 
water rates? If so, on whose authority? 

(f) Is it true that the said estate is assessed collectively, whereas, if 
separately assessed in independent, block units, the tenants would be 
eligible to a far greater allowance of free water? If so, why is this privilege 
denied to the staff? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) The facts are not exactly as 
stated by the Honourable Member. A number of blocks of buildings 
occupied by offices as well as by various classes of postal and telegraph 
officials in Simla are assessed to water tax by the Municipality as units. 
The amount on each such unit is paid by the Department and the due 
share of each occupant of the quarters is recovered from him. Separate 
water meters are not provided for each quarter. 

fb) The Honourable Member has not indicated which block he has 
in view and Government have not got particulars of the sums paid as 
excess water charges; but particulars are being collected for the Central 
Telegraph Office and these will be laid on the table of the House. The 
water tax is assessed by the Municipality at per cent, on the rental 
value of the building and against this tax the Municipality allows a certain 
quantity of water per day. Any water consumed in a month in excess 
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of the free allowance for that month is charged for and this amount is 
■distributed among the different occupants of the quarters in proportion 
to the door area occupied by each of them. 

(c) The rental value of the Post and Telegraph Buildings in Simla, 

assessed by the Municipality, is Rs. 70,465. The free allowance of 

water i.s based on this rental value. 

(d) The Post and Telegraph estate in Simla is composed of Post and 
Telegrapli Offices and quarters for the following classes of officials: 

Superintendent of the Central Telegraph Office. 

Deputy Assistant Engineer, Telephones. 

Head Postmaster. 

Telegraph Masters. 

Engineering Supervisors. 

Telegraphists, bachelor and married. 

Sub-postmasters. 

Linemen. 

Postmen. 

Delivery Peons. 

Mail Peons. 

Other inferior servants. 

(e) As a large portion of the Post and Telegraph estate is utilised 
for office purposes for which the Department has to pay water tax and 
as the Municipality assesses water tax on whole blocks occupied by offices 
as well as by a number of officials, the tax is paid by the Department 
in the first instance and thereafter the due shares of officials are reco¬ 
vered from them as provided by departmental rules. 

ff) The reply to the first part of the question is in the negative; the 
latter part does not arise. 

Extension of Messrs. Wheeler and Company’s Contract for Book 
Stalls on the North Western Railway. 

67. Mr. Muhammad Azhai Ali: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways- kindly state whether it is a fact that Messrs. A. H. Wheeler and 
tlompany were given the contract for bookstalls on the North Western 
Railway for five years from the oOth June, 1930, with the option of renewal 
ior a further five years? 

(b) Is it a fact that this contract was given to Messrs. A. H. Wheeler 
and Company after tenders had been called for, and though their tender 
was far less than Rs. 8,000 and the tenders of other were for over Rs. 
^0,000, their tender was accepted? 

(c) Is it a fact that without calling for tenders, the North Western 
Railway administration have extended Messrs. A. H. Wheeler and Com¬ 
pany’s contract for a further period? 

(d) If the answers to parts (a), (b) and (c) be in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state the reasons (i) for the consideration shown 
to Messrs. A. H. Wheeler and Company, (ii) for accepting less than 
Rs. 8,000 instead of over Rs. 20,000, and (iii) for extending the period of 
-contract without calling for tenders? 
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(e) Is it a fact that the contract with Messrs. A. H. Wheeler and Com¬ 
pany can be terminated by giving three or six months’ notice on either side? 
If so, are Government prepared to serve the required notice on Messrs. A. 
H. Wheeler and Company and instruct the North Western Eailway admi¬ 
nistration to call for tenders ? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a), (b) and (c). Yes. 

(d) The action taken in 1930 had regard to the considerable experience 
and past good service of Messrs. A. H. Wheeler and (Jompany. It was 
considered that those who had tendered for over Rs. 20,000 could have 
little or no realisation of their obligations under the contract, and 
enquiries showed that other tenderers had had no experience in thia 
particular line. 

(e) No. The contract can only be terminated at the end of the first 
period of three years by either party giving six months’ prior notice. 
The second part of the question dues not arise at present but the Railway 
Boiid iiave asked the General Manager to call for tenders in 1942. 

Withholding of Applications of Muslim Clerks of the Railway 

Clearing Accounts Office for Posts of Guards on the North 

Western Railway. 

68. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that some Muslim clerks of Goods ‘B’ Section 

of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi, applied for 
posts of Guards on the North Western Railway last month; 

(b) whether it is a fact that their applications were not forwarded; 

(c) whether it is a fact that sometime back an application of a more 

experienced Hindu clerk was forwarded to the Divisional 
Superintendent’s Office, Delhi, with recommendations; and 

(d) if so, what are the reasons for this discrimination? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) As this question was originally 
tabled in March I presume that by “last month” the Honourable 
Meinboi means February. H so, the answer is that only one Muslim 
clerk in tbis section applied for such a post during that month. 

(b) His application, along with others received from Hindu clerks, 
about the same time for transfer to other offices, was withheld. 

(c) Yes, along with five others (one from a Hindu, two from Muslims, 
one from an Anglo-Indian and one from a Sikh). 

(d) There has been no discrimination. 

Expenditure incurred by the Government on the Indian Listener, 

69. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: (a) Will the Honourable the Communi¬ 
cations Member please state whether it is a fact that the Indian Listener 
is the property of Government? 

(b) How much have Government spent on its upkeep annually? 

(c) Have Government considered whether it will not be better for Gov¬ 
ernment to utilise the ordinary press to fulfil the object which this paper ia 
supposed to serve? 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) Yes. 

(b) The annual expenditure during the financial years 1936-37, 1937- 
88, 1938-39 and 1939-40 was Bs. 1,12,517, Bs. 1,39,116, Bs. 2,00,m 
and Ba. 1,76,696 respectively, the net loss for these years being 
Rs. 12,958, Rs. 33,489, Rs. 91,287 and Rs. 6,045. 

(c) Yes. The publication of programme journals is part of the normal 
activities of a broadcasting organisation and cannot be adequately per¬ 
formed by newspapers. 

Names submitted by the Divisional Superintendent, MoradabaD' 

Division, for Promotion op Non-Gazetted Railway Servants to 

THE Lower Gazetted Service. 

70. Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please state if it is a fact that a Selection Board was held to select non- 
gazetted railway servants for vacancies in the lower gazetted services in 
May and June, 1940, on the East Indian Railway? 

(b) Is it a fact that the following classes of the non-gazetted services- 
are eligible for vacancies in the lower gazetted services (i) Office Superin¬ 
tendents (ii) Transportation Inspectors (Traffic, Commercial, Power, Tickets)* 
(iii) Mechanics in supervisory grades; and (iv) Controllers other than- 
Deputy, Section or Assistant Controllers? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Divisional Superintendent, Moradabad Division, 
submitted names of the staff other than belonging to said classes; if so, 
why; and will Government lay on the table of the House the authority in 
writing of the General Manager provided in rule 64 of Appendix XXII of 
the State Railway Establishment Code, modifying or deviating from the 
principle of normal channel of promotion? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Government do not receive 
reports of the meetings of these Boards, but 1 am willing to take it from 
the Honourable Member. 

(b) Yes, among others. 

(c) T have not seen the recommendations of the Divisional Superin¬ 
tendent, but there is nothing in the rule cited by the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber which requires the General Manager to give written authority 
regarding the character of recommendations that can be made. 

Holders op the Appointments op Transportation Inspectors in thb: 

Moradabad Division, East Indian Railway. 

71. Bbal Parma Band: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please state if it is a fact that the following classes of the non-gazetted 
services are eligible for vacancies in the Transportation Inspectors (Traffic 
and Commercial); (i) Controllers other than Deputy, Section or Assistant. 
Controllers, (ii) Station Masters (Higher Grades); (iii) Yard Masters or 
Firemen; and (iv) Chief Goods and Coaching Clerks? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member please lay on the table of the House 
a statement of the holders of the appointments of Transportation Inspectors 
(Traffic and Commercial, separately) in Moradabad Division, East Indian 
Railway, in any capacity (permanent, substantive, officiating, temporary 
or otherwise, separately) on the 31st October, 1940, showing the class^ 
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(permanent substantive) from which he or they have been appointed to the 
vacancy in the Transportation Inspector? 

Tile Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) These categories are all eligible. 

rb) Government are not in possession of these particulars, but a list 
of tne persons holding appointments of Transportation Inspectors with 
thoir distribution by Divisions on Slst March of this year will be found 
in the Classified List of Senior Subordinates for the East Indian Eail* 
way, a copy of which is in the Library of the House. 

Sanctioned Strength of the Transportation Inspectors in the 
Moradabad Division, East Indian Railway. 

72. Bbai Parma Kand: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please state; 

(a) the sanctioned strength of Transportation Inspectors (Traffic add 

Commercial, separately) for the Moradabad Division, East 
Indian Railway; 

(b) the actual strength on the 31st October, 1940, of those Trans¬ 

portation Inspectors; 

(c) the duties distributed amongst those Trans,portation Inspectors; 

and 

(d) the difference between the sanctioned and the actual strength, 

of those Transportation Inspectors on 30th April, 1938, and 
on 31st October, 1940, separately, together with the reasons 
for that difference, if any? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Information has been called for 

and a reply will be laid on the table in due course. 

Expenditure on the Appointments of Non-Gazetted Railway Servants 
in the Moradabad Division, East Indian Railway. 

73. Bhai Parma Hand: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please lay a comparative statement on the table of the House, showing 
'expenditure on the Slst October, 1940, on the appointments of non- 
gazetted railway servants in Moradabad Division, East Indian Railway, 
made through the normal channel of promotion and otherwise? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 am not entirely dear as to the 
meaning of the question. If the Honourable Member wishes to know 
how jnuch aggregate pay was drawn on the dates specified by all the 
non-gazetted staff in the division who have secured their promotion in 
one way and by all those promoted in another way, I regret that T can¬ 
not undertake the extensive research which would be involved. 

Introduction of Senior Refresher Course for Assistant Station 
Masters on the East Indian Railway. 

74. Bhai Parma Nand: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please state: 

(a) the date of introduction of the senior refresher course for 
Assistant Station Masters, East Indian Railway, -iji 
Howrah, Asansol, Dinapore, Allahabad, Lucknow and 
Moradabad Divisions, separately; 
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(b) the date and the place of holding the said senior refresher 

course since the introduction; 

(c) the books, rules and regulations taught in the said senior 

refresher course; 

(d) the academic and railway qualifications of the instructors in the 

said senior refresher course; 

(e) the category of the non-gazetted railway servants required to 

undergo rhe said senior refresher course; and 

(f) whether non-gazetted railway servants after the age of 45 

are required to undergo the said senior refresher course? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) to (e). Such information as 
is readily available will be laid on the table in due course. 

(f) They can be. 

Disqualifying Non-Gazetted Railway Servants for Promotion on 
Failure to pass the Senior Refresher Course. 

76. Bhai Parma Nand; Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please state the intention of the rules (Appendix XXII of State Railway 
Establishment Code) to disqualify or to debar a non-gazetted railway 
servant from promotion in the normal channel on failure to pass this kind 
of refresher course after the age of 45 though a non-gazetted railway 
servant was successful in a refresher course just previous to attaining 
the age of 45? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: There is nothing in the rules to 

prevent the administration from allowing a man to be promoted despite 
failure to pass, if they consider that there are circumstances justifying 
that step. 

Preference given to Non-eligible Muslims for Promotion to the 
Lower Gazetted Services on the East Indian Railway. 

76. Bhai Parma Nand: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please state: 

(a) if it IS a fact that during the preceding two years or so the 

Railway Board instructed the General Manager, East Indian 
Railway, to select Muslims amongst those non-eligible for 
vacancies in the lower gazetted services in preference to 
those non-Muslims who are eligible and qualified for those 
vacancies; 

(b) if it is a fact that appointments to lower gazetted services are 

made by the promotion of specially selected subordinates 
and there is no reservation on a communal basis; and 

(c) if the reply to part (a) be in the negative, whether Government 

are prepared to lay on the table of the House a statement 
of Muslims appointed to the lower gazetted services during 
the preceding two years? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) No. 

(b) Yes. 
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(c) Such information as is available with Government will be found 
at page 43 of Mr. D'Souza's Report. 

Scales of Pay of certain Non-Gazetted Railway Servants in the 
Moradabad Division of the East Indian Railway. 

77. Bhai Parma Kand: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to Divisional Superintendent, East Indian Railway, Morada¬ 
bad, communications, No. E. T.-6/31 Sigr., dated 13th May, 1931, No. 
E1./31-T.T.E., dated 5th December, 1931. and E1./32-T.C., dated 12th 
November, 1934, and state the scales of pay admissible to non-gazetted 
railway servants appointed under those communications which do not 
state that revised scales of pay shall be applicable on introduction to 
those railway servants appointed in 1931 or indicate any term that 
their pay shall be subject to revision? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: As I have not seen the circulars 
mentioned, I have been unable to refer to them, but T would observe 
that the question whether employees come under the old or new scales 
of pay depends on the orders of Government and not on any circulars 
issued by any Divisional Superintendent. A warning was issued on 14tb 
July, 1931 that the scales of pay were under revision. 

Cadres of Guards on certain State Railways. 

78. Bhai Parma Nand: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please lay on the table of the House a comparative statement of the 
cadre of guards on the Eastern Bengal, the East Indian, the Great 
Indian Peninsula and the North Western Railways, showing: 

(a) the number of posts in each grade or scale of pay (sanctioned 

and actual on 31st October, 1940, may be shown separately^ 
officiating or temporary should not be included); 

(b) scales of pay (old and revised) in each grade, separately; 

(c) conditions or terms of promotion from grade to grade; and 

(d) minimum and maximum hours of work in a week? . 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow; I have called for information and 
a reply will be laid on the table in due course. 

Extra Expenditure incurred by not appointing an Assistant Train 

Examiner to officiate as Head Train Examiner, Bareilly. 

79, Bhai Parma Nand; Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to the Divisional Superintendent, East Indian Railway, 
Moradabad, order No. E.R.S./2/40, dated the 28th May, 1940, and 
jJdte the amount of the extra expenditure incurred in appointing the 
Transportation Inspector, Stock, to officiate as Head Train Examiner, 
Bareihy, (a post in lower grade) and in appointing the Head Train Exami- 

fc) officiate as Transportation Inspector, Stock, 
Moradabad,^ against the amount permissible through normal channel of 
prom^ion in an officiating capacity of an Assistant Train Examiner 
vicfi Head Tram Examiner, Bareilly, and the reasons therefor? 
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IRie Honourable Sir Andrew Clow; Government have not received a 
<3opy of the order in question or particulars of the appointments 
made. But it may be pointed out that the selection of officials 
to fill officiating vacancies is not regulated by considerations of cost 
but by the desirability of securing the best men available for the sanc¬ 
tioned pay, and that the selection of one official rather than another 
does not normally involve much difference in cost when consequent 
appointments are taken into consideration in each case. 

Option to State Railway Employees to elect Old or Revised Rent 

Rules. 

80. Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please state if it is a fact that, before the introduction of the revised 
rent rules for State-managed Railways, the quarters were allotted accord¬ 
ing to the category of employees and pay was not taken into consideration? 

(b) Is it a fact that after the introduction of those rules the qaarters 
are allotted on the consideration of pay and not of position? 

(c) Have the staff been asked to give their option to elect the old 
or the new rules in accordance with Resolution, No. 1483, dated the 
4th December, 1891, of the Government of India, which provides a 
statutory protection to the staff for any disadvantage arising out of the 
new rules; if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) and (b). Except in regard to 
the scope of the rent-free concession which they substantially curtailed, 
the revised rent rules did not deal with the basis of allotment of quarters, 
and I am not aware of any change of practice in consequence of their 
introduction. 

(c) I presume the Honourable Member is referring to the Government 
of India Resolution No. 4863, dated the 4th December, 1891, reproduced 
in Article 4 of the Civil Service Regulations. No option was given to 
the staff but on this point, the attention of the Honourable Member is 
invited to paragraph 1904 of the State Railway Code for the Engineering 
Department which indicates the measures taken to avoid hardship to 
persons who had already enjoyed the concessTbh of rent-free quarters 
or an allowance in lieu thereof. 

Policy observed by the General Manager, East Indian Railway, in 
the matter of Catering Contracts. 

81. Bhai Parma Nand: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to the principles laid down by the Central Advisory Council 
for Railways in March 1940, in the matter of granting catering contracts, 
**(i) Further contracts for Indian catering should not be given to any 
firm which holds area contracts extending over two divisions on the same 
railway of an equivalent area; (ii) where new contractors or vending 
licences have to be selected, a preference should be shown to those resident 
within the area to which the contract relates”; and to state: 

(a) if it is a fact that the General Manager, East Indian Railway, 
distributed a note regarding those principles amongst the 
members of the Local Advisory Committee and in that note 
^ said “he feels it difficult to accept a policy against his 
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judgment largely dictated by outside influence; and* proposes 
to consolidate the contracts at certain stations by combining 
refreshment rooms, tea stalls, sweet-meat, etc.’’; 

(b) if it is a fact that the contract to sell jhatka meat at Lucknow 

Railway Station accordingly was given to Messrs. Ballabdas 
Ishwardass; if so, what are the reasons for not giving that 
contract to a Sikh; 

(c) whether Government are prepared to lay on the table a list of 

contracts given to Messrs. Ballabdas Ishwardass on the East 
Indian Railway since March 1940, stating the reasons 
therefor; and 

(d) if it is a fact that the catering of Hindu students at Railway 

School of Transportation, Chandausi, is performed by a 
Muslim contractor; if so, why? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I have called for the information 
and a reply will be laid on the table of the House in due course. 


Fruit Vending Contract at Amritsar Railway Station. 

82. Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please state if it is a fact that the fruit vending contract at Amritsar 
railway station, North Western'Railway, !s held by Muhammad Salim? 

(b) Is it a fact that the contract was divided at this station against the 
assurances given in reply to questions Nos. 53 and 354 asked in this House 
on the 27th February» 1940, and 12th March, 1940, respectively? 

(c) Do Government propose to stop such division of contracts; if not, 
why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) No. The fruit vending con¬ 
tracts are held by (i) Mehta Bishen Dass and Sons and (ii) Mr. Moham¬ 
mad Salim. 

(b) As the answers to the questions quoted by the Honourable Member 
did not contain any assurances, the question does not arise. 

(c) State-managed Railways have been advised that, as far as practi¬ 
cable, they should refrain from sub-dividing existing contracts of satis¬ 
factory contractors on a communal basis. 

Telegraph Offices in the Delhi Province making Deliveries op 

Messages. 

83. Bhai Parma Nand: Will the Honourable Member for Communica¬ 
tions please state: 

(a) the Telegraph offices within Delhi Province from which 

messages are delivered; 

(b) the minimum and maximum distances from those offices for 

delivery of messages; 

(c) the working hours of those offices; and 

(d) the reasons for the delay in delivering messages from Shahdara^ 

North Western Railway? 
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Ste Gurunatli Bewoor: (a) The names of Government Telegraph offices 
within Delhi Province from which telegrams are delivered are: 

(i) New Delhi (Central Telegraph Office). 

(ii) Delhi (General Post Office). 

(iii) Delhi Cantonment. 

(iv) Delhi Agricultural "Research Institute. 

(v) Mahrauli. 

(b) There is no minimum. The maximum distance for delivery is fivo 
miles, except in the case of Delhi Cantonment which is four miles and 
Delhi Agricultural Research Institute which is one mile. 


(e) The working hours of the offices named in (a) above are as follows: 


Name of Office 


Working hours. 

Ordinaiy days. Sundays £«id 

Holidays. 


New Delhi (Central Telegraph Office) 
Delhi (Oeneral Post Office) 

Delhi Cantonment 


0 to 24 
0 to 24 

7 to 8 and 11 to 18 


0 to 24. 

0 to 11 and 16 to ld» 

8-30 to 9-30 and 16-30 
to 17-30. 


Delhi Agricultural Research Institute . 10 to 17 Closed. 

Mahrauli.7 to 8 and 12 to 17 8-30 to 9-30. 


(d) Messages from Delhi-Shahdara, North Western Railway office, are 
delivered by hand within station limits only. They are delivered through 
the post beyond those limits. In this connection, the attention of tho 
Honourable Member is invited to clause 401 of the Post and Telegraph 
Guide, current edition. 


Scales op Pay and Seniority or Senior Subordinates in Non-Gazettbd 
Services op the Old East Indian Railway and the old Oudh and 
Rohilkhand Railway. 

84. Bhai Parma Kand: Will the Honourable Member for Railways please 
state 

(a) the posts with scales of pay of senior subordinates in Non- 

Gazetted services on the old East Indian Railway and the 

old Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway systems separately on the 

1st January, 1925, on the 1st Julv, 1925, and on 31st October. 

1940; 

(b) how the seniority of those subordinates on those systems was 

reckoned on those dates; 

(c) the principles for reckoning a combined seniority of those subor¬ 

dinates after amalgamation of those two systems; and 

(d) whether pay or length of service in a grade or scales of pay 

was taken into consideration in fixing the seniority? 

« 

The Honourable Sir Andrew (Mow: Government have no information 
regarding the remuneration and the determination of seniority of subordi¬ 
nate officials 15 years ago and regret that they cannot undertake to institute 
the investigation necessary to secure it. 
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Ag regards scales of pay now the Honourable Member is referred to 
the classified list for the East Indian Kailway, a copy of which is in the 
Library of the House. 

Relieving Guards in certain Divisions of the East Indian Railway. 

86. Bhai Parma Nand: Will the Honourable Member for Railways please 
•state: 

(a) the number of posts (sanctioned) of Relieving Guards in Howrah, 

Asansol, Dinapore, Allahabad, Lucknow and Moradabad 
Divisions on the East Indian Railway; 

(b) the number of posts (actual) of Relieving Guards on tliose 

Divisions on 31st October, 1940; 

(c) the nature of posts in which Relieving Guards ordinarily officiate; 

and 

(d) how the Relieving Guards are utilised when not officiating in 

any post? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I have called for information and 
a reply will be laid on the table in due course. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Fall in Prices of Ground-nuts. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I have received 
notice of a motion for adjournment from Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty 
to this effect, that he wants to discuss a matter of urgent public 
importance, viz., the failure of the Government to take adequate steps 
to maintain a proper level of prices of chief agricultural commodities 
contrary to the assurances given by the Central Government and the 
consequent catastrophic fall in prices and immeasurable loss sustained 
with respect to ground-nuts from the commencement of this week. 

When was this assurance given? 

Mr. Sami V®ncatachaiam Ohetty (Madras: Indian Commerce): About 
the 10th or 12th September last. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): We are now in 
November. Why could he not have brought this motion before? 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty: The prices came down only at the 
beginning of this week. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): They gave the 
assurance in September that it would obtain proper level of price? 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty: We thought that the assurance held 
good till about the be^nning of this week, now we see they have failed 
in giving effect to their assurance. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): If prices began to 
fall from the beginning of this week, even then the Honourable Member 
could have brought it up earlier. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty: It is only just now that we have got 
specific information that the prices have fallen. It is not a temporary 
weakening of the market. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Member 
for Commerce and Labour): Sir, I submit tliis is not a specific matter of 
recent occurrence. The question of falling prices has been before Govern¬ 
ment for the last six months, and from time to time various statements 
have been made in connection with that. The Honourable Member 
referred to an assurance given by me on the l‘2th September. The 
assurance was merely to this eiTect that His Majesty’s Government would 
buy ground-nuts. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty: Sir, is not the Honourable Member 
going into the merits of the question? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: I am 

only saying that there was no assurance given by Government that prices 
would be kept at any particular level at all. There was no such assurance. 
The assurance that was given was that His Majesty’s Government would 
purchase, whenever they wanted, ground-nuts at £10 per ton F. O. B. 
The Honourable Member referred to the fall in prices since the beginning 
of this week. I have got here the latest Bombay market report of Novem¬ 
ber 13, with regard to ground-nuts. The heading is “Ground-nuts Up*b 
It says: 

“It is reported that the Ministry of Food have purchased about 4,000 tons 
although offers have been submitted by shippers for a very large quantity and ship¬ 
ments are to be made from Mannagoa, Calicut, Cochin and Madras coast. The local 
market opened today at Bs. 27/2 but it declined to Rs, 27/1. The market however 
improved” etc. 

I have no information at all so far that it has fallen. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty: I submit, Sir, that as against the 
information which the Honourable Member has. 

Mr. President (The Ifonourablc Sir Abdur Rajiim): Anyway, the matter 
is not urgent, and no assurance was given of the kind stated by the PTonour- 
able Member. The motion is, therefore, disallowed. 


PRP^SENTATION OF THE REPORT OP THE PTJBLK". AC(X)XTNTS 

(M3i\rM]TTEE. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Sir, T beg to 
present the Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the a^-counts of 
1938-89—Volume T—Report. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions r 
Muhammadan Rural): Sir, will the Honourable Member give an opportu¬ 
nity to this House to discuss this report this Session? 

>! D 
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The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Yes, Sir; that is my intention. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: But shall we have time to discuss it this 
Session ? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: That I cannot say. 

THE INDIAN FINANCE (No. 2) BILL—conid. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The House will now 
resume discussion of the following motion moved by the Honourable Sir 
Jeremy Raisman : 

‘‘That the Bill to alter the maximum rates of postage under the Indian Post 
Office Act, 1898, to increase the rates of the taxes on income imposed by the Indian 
Finance Act, 1940, by a surcharge for the purposes of the Central Government, and 
to increa.se the rate of super-tax payrible by companies, be taken into consideration.” 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi (Dacca cum Mymensingh: Muhammadan 
Rural): Sir, last Wednesday afternoon 1 was discussing why the Honour¬ 
able Members opposite oppose this Supplementary Finance Bill. My 
Honourable friends represent the Congress, and they say that the Congress 
wants freedom. 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande (Rohilkund and Kiimaon Divisions: Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural): You want slavery. 

Sir Abdur Halim Ghuzuavi: The Congress wants freedom, as if we do 

not want freedom, as if the Muslim Longue does not want freedom and the 
Hindu Mahasabha does not want freedom. It is not their monopoly; we 
all want freedom. 


Mr. Badri Dutt Pande: What a beautiful idea of freedom you havel 

Mr. President (Tlie Honournbie Sir Abdur Bahim): Let the Honourable 
]\Iember proceed without interruption. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: We have in a certain measure obtained the 
largest amount of freedom. And from whom are we to gdt this freedom 
for India? Not from Germany, but from Britain and the Britishers. 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande : From the Supply Department. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Sir, I appeal to you against these unneces¬ 
sary interruptions. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Really, the Honour¬ 
able Member must exercise some self-restraint. If he has anything to 
say, he can rise in his seat afterwards, and if he is called, then he can 
speak. 


Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: From whom do we want to get this 
freedom? From Britain and the British. My Congress friends say that 
they will, by non-co-operation, force them to give this freedom, while we 
on this side say that we will get this freedom by co-operation. So we all 



611 


THE INDIAN FINANCE (nO. 2) BILL 

■want this freedom, but the process is different; they, by non-co-operation,— 
we, by co-operation. It is also agreed that we want it from Great Britain 
-aiid the Britishers. Now, this war is going on, and my friends there say 
-that they will not co-operate to win this war until they give us freedom. 
What is the result? Supposing the British go in consequence of this non- 
co-operation, from whom are you goii]g to get independence? 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member need not repeat all that. This sort of thing has neen said very 
;often in this House. 

Sir Abdul Halim Obuznavi: Take the Hindu-Muslim question. They 
have not yet come to any agreement and have hitherto failed to bring 
about a settlement. I am giving one specific instance. The Muslims in 
the minority provinces say that Congress has not given them freedom, and 
that is a fact. Now, suppose Japan invades Madras or Orissa, and suppose 
tljo Muslims say to the Congn.'ss or the Hindus: “Givi' us uur freedom 
first, and then only we will help you against the invader.” If anybody 
says: ”I am not going to help you against the Invader till you have given 
me freedom,” he will be a traitor to his country. Equally are those trai¬ 
tors to India who say “We shall not lend any help till Britain gives us our 
freedom.” I will give another illustration, a simple one. Two brothers 
ar(' rjuaiTolling over their shares in a house : the elder wants a larger share 
while the younger wants his half share. Some daeoits come near the 
house and want to set fire to the house when the dispute is going on. Are 
the brothers going to say—the elder to the younger, or the younger to the 
elder—“Agree to give me my share and then I shall help you in stopping 
the daeoits from setting-fire to the house,” or should they say “Let us 
save the house first, and we shall settle our dispute afterwards.” I say. 
save India first; realise the danger which is at the door of India; and settle 
your disputes amongst yourselves later. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member must not go on repeating himself so often. 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande: He is provoking us, Sir. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Do they not realise it that a great free 
country like the United States of America has come to the assistance of 
England? What is the reason? They are one of the biggest powers in the 
world,—a free country. Why are they resolved to help another free country? 
They realised the danger of Nazi domination, that if they withheld help, 
as all the countries, which have fallen, did, by remaining neutral, it would 
be a menace which it would be impossible afterwards to overcome. The 
■Congress, if I may say so, has become a menace to the peace, prosperity 
and progress of India, and it has, by its action, convinced many of us that 
democracy is unsuitable to India. May I request Mahatma Gandhi to 
read over and over again the great message of that great saint, Bhri 
Aurobindo, and then lead the Congress? 

I raised certain points on the last occasion—about the tests that I 
want to be satisfied before I give my vote for this Supplementary Finance 
Bill. I specified five tests the other day. 

3ffr. Presid^t (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): If the Honourable 
Member has mentioned them already, he need not repeat them. 


x> 2 
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Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: I am not repeating a word of what I said 
the other day. In the 'Hindustan Times I have seen a criticism of the ex- 
Finance Minister of Bengal, Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkar. He says: 

“The Finance Member owes it to the public to explain the unusual procedur# 
which he has adopted on the present occasion for the Supplementary Finance Bill. 
In any case, the Finance Member has yet to make out a case for the imperative 
urgency of the present taxation proposals.” 

I am sure, he never read the speech of the Honourable the Finance 
Member when he presented the Supplementary Finance Bill before this 
House. With your permission, I will read one extract from Cnpifal. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Provided it is not 
a long one. 


Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: It is a very short one—giving what the- 
^nourable the Finance Member stated in presenting his Finance Bill on 
the last occasion. These are his words: 

"The war has been in progress now for fairly six months, and no man can say what 
the coming year has in store for us. It has no doubt been possible at this particular 
juncture of time to base a fairly encouraging view of our actual recent experience, 
but the plain fact which we have to recognise is that all changes in our position are 
more likely to be for the worse than for the better.” 

Mr. Sarkar says that there has been a precedent in bringing Supple¬ 
mentary Finance Bills, and he refers to Sir George Schuster when he 
brought the Supplementary Finance Bill in September, 1931 and he says: 

Schuster presented it as a full-fledged Budget. All the data and in- 
formation necessary before the tax-payers can agree to any taxation can be disclosed 

absence of such a data, the Legislature 

IS placed in an awkward position.” 

But, Sir, today the situation is different. The Supplementary Budget 
wnicR was presented then was due to economic depression througdiout the 
world. The Fmance Member then knew that things could not be restored 
to normal condition m the course of a year or two. Could the Honourable 
the Finance Member, when he presented his Finance Bill in February,. 
l.MO, visualise that France would fall in ten days' time?. 

An Honourable Member: Don’t shout. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Because you are deaf. 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur R-ihiml • T i n 

a full A;d nftGr «n x,:LTV.. 

fs w..u.lca for the tr^inin,: of Ind 

for training centres purchase of mechanics, the, eqmpirrent 

ueors,~hy the end of the next year 15,000 Indians 
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Avill have been trained or will be under training,—grants-in-aid for air raid 
precaution amounting to 25 lakhs, maintaining additional police force in 
the provinces, the cost of training civic guards, purchase of quinine, and so 
on and so forth. Sir, we agree that the Finance Member will have to 
.spend money for the above purposes. At the same time, as my friend, 
Mr. Buss, has sounded a word of caution. I will also give him certain facts 
in that connection. We are supporting you,—I am addressing the Honour- 
.^ble the Finance Member. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The Honourable 
Member should not address others. He must address the Chair. 

Sir Abdul Halim Gbuznavi: Sir, we support the Finance Member in the 
Finance Bill he has presented. But we want him to take note of the fact 
that there shall be no extravagance in the Hepartmente concerned. 


Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab: Sikh): Who is to judge that? 

;Sir Abdul Halim Ghuanavi: You yourself. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Very kind of you. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Mr. Buss said: “If in the sphere of all 
war activities we should not be prepared to acquiesce in the excess of 
expenditure which could be avoided,—and I particularly refer to the expan¬ 
sion of the establishment and the creation of highly paid posts to which 
criticism has frequently been directed. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member must not repeat Mr. Buss’s speech. It was heard by the whole 
House the other day. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: 1 only quoted one paragraph. 

Now, what is the position? We have the Indian Stores Department 
which has been in existence for some time now. In the last war, a 
Department, called the Indian Munitions Board, was created, and, after 
the war was over, that Munitions Board was converted into the Indian 
^Stores Department. That was tFie origin of the Indian Stores Department. 
Recently another Department, called the Defence Co-ordination Depart¬ 
ment, has been created. When war began in September, 1939, the first 
mentioned two Departments were considered sufficient to meet the supplies 
of war materials. What was the necessity, T ask, of having another huge 
Supply Department? I will give an illustration to show how the Supply 
Department is working. I am speaking of wliat has passed, because public 
criticism has rectified matters to some extent. A huge Department is 
created and the staff from beginning to end is composed of non-Indians, 
except in the case of one or two who are Indians. What did they do first? 
The doors were closed against everybody who wanted to enter its sacred 
precincts; nobody is allowed to enter it ... . 

JSr. Badri Dutt Pande: Not even you? 
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Sir Abdul Halim dhuznavi: True, it is correct, not even myself, because 

^ it is a secret Department for War Supplies. But what is the 
public opinion? What is the hush hush business? Why all 
this secrecy is observed? The Department has been created to buy goods, 
and we are here to sell them. But why all the secrecy? The secrecy ia*- 
because they have not much to do. There are too many men, and too- 
little work. Not being contented with that, one of the Deparments, the 
Munitions Manufacture and the Munitions Supply, was transferred bodily 
from Delhi and Simla to Calcutta. Hundreds of houses had to be rented 
to give accommodation to thousands of men who have gone there. May 
I ask, what was the necessity to have that huge office with a complete 
secretariat at Calcutta w'ith complete freedom and severed from the 
Centre? They want complete independence to do just as they like, with 
the board at the door: “No admission without previous engagement’'. 
That makes people suspicious, and that is where criticism comes in. There 
was no necessity for it. Everything was going on smoothly in Delhi and 
Simla. But there was some difficini-y. The check of the Government of 
India was unsuitable, was not liked. The check was too critical, so they 
wanted a move, a complete move of the Secretariat with its auditors and 
accountants, a complete Government in itself of a particular Department 
of Supply. Sir, if a business man went and asked, what is the thing that 
you want, the answer would be, that is not your business. A secret! 
When Sir Alexander lioger \vent 1o (Calcutta, that was the first time that 
the commercial business men in Calcutta knew that 8,000 different kinds 
of goods were required, of which 4.000 could be made in India, and of which 
400 were principal goods. Sir Alexander Boger told us so when we met 
him there. That was the first time that we knew about this, and that, 
was in October last. I will come to that later on. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: (Leader of the 
House): Why not finish at one stretch? 


Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Because I want to attack my Honourable 
friend first. That I want to finish first. My Honourable friend. Dr. Sir 
Ziauddin, while making his speech—the first statement that he made was 
that all businessmen were dishonest. Then, he said that he profested 
against the Controllers, liaison officers and the advisers of the Govern¬ 
ment who were not chosen from Jndians or Indian businessmen and so on 
and so forth. But he has not been able to develop his point. He him¬ 
self could not understand what he was talking. (Interruption.) The Hon¬ 
ourable Supply Member replied to him that he had repeatedly stated on 
the floor of the House that they had appointed every liaison officer, every 
controller, after consulting the particular trade and industry concerned" 
and the associations concerned. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Mu¬ 
hammadan Bural): If it is so, it is adding insult to injury. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Will you allow me to give him an answer?’ 
My Honourable friend, the Supply Member, said the other day that they 
had appointed the liaison officers for the particular trade after consulting" 
the association which deals with that particular trade, they had appointed! 
controllers on the same basis also, after consulting the particular tradfe 
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and the particular association. I will give him my reply. Take, for 
instance, Jute. There is the Indian Jute Mill Association. The Chairman 
of that Association is a European gentleman. Naturally because there 
are so many European-managed jute mills. If the Government write to 
that Association, “will you please let us know who should be the controller 
of jute", will the answer bo\ not the Chairman, but somebody else? The 
members who are there,—do they not know, that if they raised any objec¬ 
tion now, what would be their fate when he will be appointed controller 
and when he will exercise restrictions which will perhaps injure their 
business? Even assuming that that is not so, what has happened in 
Calcutta I want to state here on the floor of the House. I do not say 
that that particular gentleman has done anything wrong himself, but, 
after all, we are all human. There arises a suspicion in one’s mind. The 
Supply Member says: “Oh, no.” The Controllers do not buy. It is we 
who buy from, here.” But who is their buyer? The Department here acts 
only as a post office. They get the buying orders from His Majesty’s 
Government which they pass on to the controller to buy. They do not 
buy themselves. Take, for instance, an order is received in India, a huge 
order for, say, hessian. That order is communicated to the controller who 
owns Jute mills in India—that His Majesty’s Government require 500- 
million yards of hessian. What is there to prevent that gentleman before 
placing that information before the Jute Mills Association, from taking 
up his telephone and asking his broker to buy five crores hessian for him- 
self. After that ho goes with the telegram to the Association and 'saysr 
“Gentlemen, we have got an order from His Majesty’s Government for 50 
orores yards, of hessian. Any Member willing to supply at this price? 
It will be distributed to them according to the capacity of their looms.” 
Fair distribution! “If you don't want, say so. If you want to supply, 
it will be distributed on the basis of—loomage.” Sir, what is the posi¬ 
tion? By that time the market has flared up. The result is that busi¬ 
nessmen lose their profit except those who knew the information first. 
Why could not this business of informing the Jute Mill Association have 
been done by an I. C. S. officer in Calcutta? He could have himself taken 
the telegram which was sent from Delhi and informed the members of 
the Association at their meeting, so that the information would have been 
simultaneously disclosed to all. 

Mr. J. D. Boyle (Bombay: European): Has that been done? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi; It has not been done. 

Mr. J. D. Boyle: Then, how is it that you say it has been done. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: I am saying that after all we are all 
human. Is it fair that one in the trade should have the privilege of 
knowing it first? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member must know how to address the Chair. 

Mr, Sri Prakasa (Allahabad and Jhansi: Divisions: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): He has learnt nothing all these days. 

Hr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Is that man a liaison officer or adviser^ 
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Sir Abdul Halim Ohuznavi: Controller I make no insinuation whatso¬ 
ever. As my Congress friends say, we do not attack the Honourable 
members personally. I am attacking the system. I am only showing to 
the House that it is the system which is wrong and it has been condemned 
in England as well. The Government have no business to appoint Con¬ 
trollers from the trade, and besides that the controller learns all about my 
business and he may turn it to profit after the war is over. That is the 
grievance—not only with Indians but with every one in the trade. Take 
for instance the Controller of Shipping. He is a very particular friend 
of mine but who was he? He was the head of Mackinnon Mackenzie and 
Co., the firm which is the great enemy of Scindia. Would he, as a Con¬ 
troller, do equal justice to Indian shipping with which he has been com¬ 
peting all the time? We may say that he will, but after all he is human. 
What will be the position of the Indian Shipping firm which has been 
fighting him all these years? Mv friend, the Honourable the Commerce 
Member, is not here. T believe he would have jumped up straight away 
and said ‘Indian shipping has nothing to do with the foreign shipping*. 
It is not under Sir George Campbell. He has been appointed by the 
Board of Trade Ministry' of Shipping in London. He has nothing to do 
with the shipping on Indian "Register. 


Mr. Sri Prakasa: Who is your Controller? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: If he, Sir, makes that statement in reply 
to the statement that I have made, then I have got an answer which I 
shall not give now. but at a later stage when my Honourable friend makes 
his speech. 


Then, I come to the Liaison Officers and Advisers. I know a specific 
instance of an Indian wool merchant, shipping wool—a very big merchant 
too. He shipped Tibetan wool. He sold it to Graham and Co., Calcutta 
-—^Tibetan wool, packed in Calcutta. Graham and Co. shipped it after 
it was passed by the Custom Officer. But unfortunately that boat was 
requisitioned. The whole of the consignments on that boat had to be 
unloaded. Thereafter, a charge was made by Customs that it contained 
mixture of Indian wool. They had passed that in the beginning as 
'Tibetan wool. OrMhain and Co. receives a letter from the Customs Autho¬ 
rities saying that it contains Indian wool also—a mixture which 
cannot be exported. The result is that he goes to the seller and says: 
“Take back your goods and give us back the money. We do not want 
to g(‘t into this trouble". The seller had to do that and then samples 
were taken from this shipment and sent to the Adviser, who is his oppo¬ 
nent in the trade, giving him the Shippers’ name and address and 
stating that those samples were drawn for examination from the shippers 
Wo bales. The authorities ask the Adviser’s opinion. Experienced 
Government custom official had already passed it. But no. It had to go 
back again to Cawnpore, and what happened. The Adviser finds 
IS rival s goods and says ‘In mv opinion there may be a mixture of 
Indian wool’. The result is confiscation, fine and so'on, on the advice 
of the adviser who is his opponent in the trade as the head of the f^awn- 
pore Wooilen M,lk, That k so far as the adviser is concerned. 
Take the haison officers. Take the leather trade. Honourable 
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Members are aware that it is entirely in the hands of the 
Mussahnans. I will correct myself—it is not the leather trade 
as a whole but all the hide trade. Who is the liaison officer? He 
is my rival in Cawnpore. What is the Supply Member’s answer? He 
was approved by the Association. But could they not associate an Indian 
with him ? Could there not be two liaison officers or one joint liais(jn officer 
or one assistant—an Indian, a Muslim who knew the trade? A very big 
non-Muslim leather merchant told me his grievances that he does not get 
orders. The liaison officer is in the trade—represents a big English ffim 
—and he takes the lion’s share of the order himself first before he distri¬ 
butes to others. If others dare say anything, against him, they will not 
get even what little they were getting. That is the position. I w^anted to 
bring home these facts to the Honourable the Finance Member. Some¬ 
thing has to be done to change the situation as it exists. Now, Sir, Sir 
Alexander Roger visited Calcutta. He honoured me by accepting a garden 
party. (Afi Honourable Member: ‘Important information I’). When he 
went there, I was asked to get the different Indian Chambers to meet him 
and discuss with him informally how there could be co-ordination between 
the Supply Department and the commercial community. I arranged a 
meeting of the various Chambers and met him. I will not take much of 
the time of the House but I will read a few lines to inform the House 
what was the gist of the talk we had with Sir Alexander Roger. I said in 
my speech: 

“Some industrialists and business men representing the various Indian Chambers 
of Commerce in this Province met you at an informal conference on Tuesday when 
you were pleased to explain to them the purpose of your Mission’s visit. If I have 
understood you rightly, the purpose of your Mission’s visit is to advise the Govern¬ 
ment of India and the British Government as to the best way of co-ordinating and 
•utilizing Indian industries in the production of munitions and war supplies.” 


Then, Sir, I said: 


“At the conference to which I referred I hinted at certain difficulties experienced 
ty Indian industrialists in the matter of munitions production. We hope that the 
points raised by us will receive your sympathetic consideration.” 

Certain points were raised and I will give the House his reply and 
then I will discuss them. He said: 

“We know in England and you know here that the enemy is knocking at our 
gates and we have no time to 'spare and no time to lose. I therefore accept your 
-assurance that in this war India stands along with Britain. Britain, too, stands 
.along with India and we are going to fight this fight to a great victory. But only by 
CO operation, only by full co-operation between Indians and Europeans will we achieve 
the maximum production of munitions in India; and only by full co-operation and 
•enthusiasm will you be able to make the dominions of the British Empire and of the 
British Commonwealth free from Nazi domination east of Suez. You hold the key 
of the Empire in your hands; it is safe in your hands and we want you to use that 
key.” 

Now, Sir, The Hindustan Times has made a caricature of that 
statement. “The key is in my hands and in the hands of my Honourable 
friend. Sir Homi Mody, but Sir Alexander Roger is going away with the 
unlocked box”. The idea is that we are holding the key but the box is 
;open and no key is necessary to unlock the box. There has been such a 
Reeling in this country; it is not my feeling at all. What I say, is what 
the commercial magnates apprehend and I am here expressing the views 
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of the commercial magnates. In their industrial number of The Hindusidn 
Times. I gave a short statement about the apprehension that was in the 
mind of Indian businessmen. I shall read a few words therefrom. I said, 
therein: 

“Unfortunately, however, it is also too true that industrial magnates and leading, 
business men in India are divided in their opinion regarding the results to be expected 
from the Conference. While the declared object of the Mission is to advise the 
Government of India and His Majesty’s Government on the best way of co-ordinating 
and utilizing Indian industries in the production of munitions and war supplies, an 
important section of public and industrial opinion is frankly suspicious about it inas¬ 
much as it feels that the net effect of the activities of the Mission will be simply to- 
exploit India’s raw materials and India’s labour to the advantage of others.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member is ranging over a wide field .... 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi; Even the Chet wood Comn.ittee—I will 
read only one line, and with that I shall finish—even the Chetwood Com¬ 
mittee Report,—which revealed the deplorable condition of the Indian 
Army in the matter of the poverty of its mechanized arm—failed to bring 
about a new orientation in the attitude of Army Headquarters and the 
Government. The present war has brought about some change in this 
regrettable state of nffairs but it is hardly commensurate with the gravity 
of the situation. Sir, tiie war is at our gate. What has been done to* 
save India? 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande: What have you done? 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: His Excellency the Commimder-in-Chief 
should have taken an early opportunity of giving effect to the Chetwood 
Report. Has ho armed India to the extent that he should have done^’ 
Has lie made India air-minded? 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney (Nominated Non-Oflficial): “Never- 
minded” and “air-])linded’’. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Sir, he has done nothing of the kind. We 
have been erving hoarse: “Give us arms, trust us, take us into your 
confidence. Arm India, trust India, and then give your ultimatum to th^. 
Nazi and the Axis Powers. Take us into your confidence. You will find 
that India stands by you as a whole.” Sir, I conclude my speech by 
appealing to the Plonourable the Defence Member to look into the matters. 
I have brought in here. Sir, I support the motion. 

M. Akhil Chandra Datta (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions: Nbn- 
Muhammadan Rural): Sir, I rise to oppose this motion. The question is 
this. Is it in the interest, or is it the duty of India to finance this war? 
Sir, conceivably there are two grounds upon which India can be asked to 
finance the war effort: duty and interest, or duty or interest. Now, so far 
as that is concerned, the real question, the real issue, is,—is it India’s 
war? ^ If it is India’s war, we have got to support and to finance the war. 
That is, in fact, the fundamental issue over this Bill. That issue can be- 
approached from different standpoints. There are several side-issues but 
they are all subordinate to this main issue, namely, whether it is India’s: 
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war? I shall examine this question and give my grounds in favour of my 
contention that it is not India’s war. The first and foremost ground is that 
India was never a willing party to this war. The war has been imposed 
upon her. It is not a war of our own choice. My impression was that 
it was not necessary to labour thi.s point. I thought it is an admitted fact 
that India was never consulted before the declaration of this war. But F 
find that attempts have been made, even during this Session, by two- 
Honourable Members to support the view that, thoiigh not formally, India 
was virtually consulted. T refer to the speeches of the Honourable the 
Commerce Member nnH of the Honourable Mr. Griffiths. .>o frr as the 
attempt of the Honourable the Commerce Member is cone* med, I should 
think that his defence really an-ounted to a confessioji tliat India was 
never consulted, lie said that if India was not consulted legally or- 
actually, she was consulted virtually. And, accor * ng to ]i;s bU'us of the 
Constitutional law, ho said that it was a 'jno forum d'ctnation by His 
Majesty’s Government on belialf of India So, l.e admits that India was 
not a(,*tually consulted. Tfut he take.s shelb under a su|'])o.sed fiction of 
the Constitutional Haw. His idea is that when war H declared by His 
Majesty’s Government, it binds all tiio Dominions. He further said that 
the Dominions never cared to ;:o into the pros and cons of this declaration 

of war and they ueccfiied, as a matter of cours'', that it was binding on 

them. India, however, is not prepared to take that view of the ConstitU' 
tional Law from the Honourable the Commerce Member. 

As regards the defence of the Honourable Mr. Griffiths, bis main con¬ 
tention comes to this. It is true that India was not consulted and this 

Assembly was not consulted, but his anewer is that the Congress Party 
was absent. Is that an answer at all? It is tantamount to a confession 
that Congress Party is India. Is that the position of the Honourable IMr. 
Griffiths? Does he admit it? In the same breath he said: “Oh, the 
Congress does not represent India.’’ 

Mr. J. D. Boyle: Mr. Griffiths is not here, but he did not make that' 
statement. 

Mr. Akhil Ohandra Dsitta: If he did not make this statement on the 
present occasion, he certainly made it on a previous occasionT I have con¬ 
sulted the Debates and 1 can assure the Honourable Member on that point. 
Apart from that statement, does he admit that Congress is India? I am not 
discussing whether the Congress represents India or not but I am only 
examining the contention of the Honourable Mr. Griffiths that India was 
not consulted because the Coiigi-ess Party was not in the Assembly. He 
said that as the Congress Party was absent, consultation was unnecessary. 
Is it an honest statement? 

Mr. J. D. Boyle: What he said was that the Congress had forfeited' 
their right to complain because they were not present in the House. 

Mr, K. Santhanam (Tanjore cum Trichinopoly: Non-Muhammadan 
Bural): If he made that statement, then he made the reply also to that, 
particular point. 


Mr. Akhil Oliandia Datta: It is no use making a statement and theiv 
trying to wriggle out of it. You ought to know your own mind. My answer 
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to Mr. Griffiths is that his is not an honest plea. Does he mean to say 
that it was the intention of the Government to consult India but because 
the Congress Party was absent, they did not do so? Was that the position? 
Does the Honourable Mr. Griffiths sincerely believe this? We shall, there¬ 
fore, conclude that India was never consulted. That is my first ground for 
my answer in the negative to the issue whether it is India’s war or not. 

My second ground is that as India was not 'consulted before the decla¬ 
ration of the war, so during the prosecution of the war India is also not 
being consulted. On that point, even the Europeans in this country have 
got a grievance. I hope there will be no contradiction on that point. 1 
have heard the Leader of the European Group in this House complaining 
about th;8 the other day. He said that the information given to us is not 
sufficient as to what is going on. We do not know how the war is being 
conducted and what steps are being taken. That is our grievance—that is 
also the grievance of the European Group in this House. Shall I place 
before the House the opinion of the Statesman ? This is what it said: 

“There ia dissatisfaction with the antiquated Gk)vermn6nt departmental system of 
prosecuting the war.“ 

So, the people have never been taken into the confidence of the Gov¬ 
ernment with regard either to the policy or the details of the administra¬ 
tion of this war. 

Now, that the Honourable Mr. Griffiths has come, I would like to say 
this. ^ His case was that on grounds both materialistic and spiritual, it is 
India s war and Indians ought to fight this war. I am glad he is now a 
.humble student of the Gita. 

Mr. P. J, Griffiths (Assam: European). I have always been. 

Mr. Akhil Ohandra Datta: He has had a chequered career. He has 

transferred his seat from the Treasury Benches to that other Bench which 
is nearest to the Treasury Bench. I congratulate him on that transforma¬ 
tion. Now, that he has become a student of Gita, I hope some day he will 
embrace Hinduism also. 

Now, Sir, I was going to say that my next ground for saying that it is 
not India s war is that there is no popular control over the expenditure of 
the money that is sought to be raised for the prosecution of the war. We 
have got no control whatsoever either in the raising of the money or in the 
spending of it. We have got no control over the spending department. 
Another very important ground on which 1 say that it is not India’s war 

is that we do not know the aim and object of this w'ar. What is the aim 

of tin's war? We are already familiar with the slogans that the war is being 
fought in tlie interests of self-determination, and for saving the small 
nations froni the aggression of Germany and all that sort of thing. But 
the question is, does that apply to India? The question of freedom and 
(lernocraey and self-determination, does it apply to India? That is the 
so e point so far as we are concerned. Is it necessary for England to fight 
rermany for obtaining the freedom of India? I ask that question. In 
OK er to win freedom for India, or in order to retain the freedom for India 
IS 1 necessary for England to fight Germany? If you are really sincere in 
your promssions, how does Germany stand in the way of the freedom of 
India? Has Germany destroyed the freedom of India? If you want to 



621 


THE INDIAN FINANCE (NO. 2) BILL 

talk of freedom and democracy and self-determination sincerely, then we 
have to fight not Germany for obtaining that freedom, but you have to* 
fight Churchill and Ainery, you have to fight the British capitalists, you 
have to fight Downing street you have to fight the Government of India 
and not Germany. It is all raising absolutely false issues when you speak 
of these things so far as India is concerned. Even in the matter of fight¬ 
ing tlie British Parliament, the British cabinet for the freeTlom of India, 
it is said that we cannot carry on this fight during the period of the war. 
Why not? Why can't we fight the British cabinet during the war? What 
is the trouble? England was prepared for the most revolutionary change, 
a radical change in lier own constitution on the eve of the downfall of 
France. The Indian Constitution Act of 1919, when was that prepared? 
Was it not during the last War? Was not the Government ot India Act 
amended on some matters even during the present war? So that there is 
no substance in that contention that nothing can be done during the 
pendency of the war. When there is peace, if you ask for freedom, you are 
told: “Ohl no, this is not the time, the time is not yet because there is- 
Hindu-Muslirn quarrel and ail that”. That is the reply uuimg peace time. 
If you ask for it, during the war, it is said “Ohl this is war time”. I do 
not know when to ask for the freedom of India. There is no other 
time. Either there is peace or there is war. So that is the position. 

As the House is aware, nobody demanded in India that there should be 
an immediate change of constitution. No to .speak of the other parties, 
even the Congress did not demand an immediate change of constitution. 
What does the Congress demand? An earnest declaration, and nothing 
else. That is wanh-d and something more be(!aiise the history of British 
India is a history of broken pledges and, therefore, it is too fate to have 
mere assurances. They want as an earnest some practical advance in that 
direction and they proposed a national Government. That proposal was 
turned down. That was a golden opportunity, as my Honourable friend, 
Maulans Zafar Ali Khan, said, for settlement and for obtaining the co- 
opLAitiuii ui Liie people of India lor war erforts. On this question whether’ 
it is India's war, may I ask one question? Is it not a fact that during ail 
the pronouncement.s made on this question of war aims in Europe, all res¬ 
ponsible statements, including those of the Prime Minister no men- 
lion is made ul‘ India. I'ivon the latest proncuncemont of Mr. Churchill 
does not malce any mention of India. We find mention made of all 
countries in Europe, but no reference is made to India. It is said that- 
cliarity begins at home, and, therefore, no mention is made of India. 
There is talk of freedom of all other countries, except India. 


There is still another ground urged for asking our support. It is said, 
never mind whether you get freedom or not after the war is over. Don’t 
W'orry yourself about that. Now^ you have got to make your choice between 
Germany and England, if Germanv comes, do you know what will 
happen to you? It would he a liellish thing and, therefore, between 
Germany and England, you must choose the latter. That is the doctrine 
of choosing the lesser of the two evils. That argument was elaborated by 
my Plonourable friend, Mr. Griffiths. Germany is bad, hut England may 
not be so bad as that, but England is also bad as you think, therefore, as 
between the two, you have to choose England and not Germany. I would 
ask my Honourable friend, Mr. Griffiths, this simple question. Supposing. 
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one gets 20 stripes from a certain magistrate; does one like it because lie 
might get 25 stripes from another magistrate? 

Mr, P. J. Griflaths: Docs my Honourable friend want 
The difference is between 20 stripes from the one magistrate and hakshtah 
from another magistrate. 

Mr Akhil Chandra Datta: I do not know what the Midnapore magi^ 
trate would have done. T think even Mr. Griffiths will not tolerate -.0 
stripes because somebody (dse would have given 25 stripes. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths: He must take the bakshish from the other magis¬ 

trate and not take the stripes. 

Mr Akhil Chandra Datta: The real position, Sir, is this. We hate 
Nazism and we hate Fascism but does the hatred of Nazism generate ove 
for imperialism? One point was made by the Commerce Member that 
when this war broke out the Congress people denounced Nazism and 
Fascism but now there is a change of attitude on that point. But 1ms any¬ 
body sung Halleluja to Hiller and Nazism even today? Can the ilon^ 
able Member cite one single instance in which any Indian has said that 
Nazism is all right and is better than (be nniierialism of India? bo the 
fact is that there has been no change in the attitude of India with regard 
to Nazism. We hate it now as we hated it when war broke out. It is not 
a question of choosing between two evils; it is not a question of weighing 
in the homoeopathic balance whether Nazism is good or it is bad as 
imperialism. That is raising an altogether false issue Mr Gnmhs 
raised a specious dictum of the instinct of self-control. ^he 
instinct of self-preservation is certainly the most important l^hing 
but so far as this question is concerned, wliose instinct is it. 
Is it India's instinct of sclt-preservation tliat we should support 
this war or is the English instinct of self-preservation? What is 
the object? Survival. It is no longer the creed of self-determination; it 
has now come to the question of survival. 

Then the Honourable the Commerce Member declared that the country 
as a whole is behind the war efforts of Government as against our asser¬ 
tion to the contrary. If there is a controversy on that question of fact, 
why did you not test it? Why did you not dissolve this House and have 
a general election on that particular issue? Dots the Commerce Member 
sincerelv believe that that attitude of not supporting the war efforts is 
confined to these genthunen here and there is nobody outside this House 
who is ag^nst these efforts? Does he mean to say that these gentlemen 
have got no following in the country? I shall say, therefore, that this 
statement of the Commerce Member cannot be taken seriously. There is 
one special reason why his statement on this point cannot be taken 
seriously. He has said that whoever is against these war efforts is a 
traitor to India. I think that is too strong and too sweeping a remark for 
him to make, and the language of exaggeration cannot go further. I shall 
not follow him and say that that is an inspired statement or that it is a 
statement to order. I shall not say that it is a deliberate self-deception. 
But I do submit. Sir, that it only proves that he is absolutely out of touch 
with the currents of thought in this country. Remembering that Mahatma 
<jandhi is himself against these war efforts, remembering that so many of 
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our respected leaders are sailing in the same boat with Mahatma Gandhi, 
apart from the question of the merits of that opinion, I am really sorry 
that he made that statement. I am not angry with him but I am sorry 
because he wronged himself more than he wronged anybody else. I should 
say that he has been guilty of the grossest and blackest defamation and 
calumny that one can think of. 

I shall now examine this question from another standpoint. Are these 
war efforts, so far as the industrial activities are concerned, really for the 
benefit of India? On this question T shall not give my own opinion but 
read just one small paragraph from a leader in the Statesman of yesterday 
which says thus: 

“India must do three things which at present she cannot do. She must be able to 
produce motor engines for all purposes, to build aircraft and to build ocean-going 
ahips. These three things are fundamental and inescapable. Britain holds the key 
to these things; and if for any reason.—inability to see beyond her own air battle, 
inability to put out of her mind considerations of post-war tiade or the pressure of 
vested interest,—slie fails, she will do so at her own peril.” 

T !im anxious to draw the attention of this House to the three possible 
grounds on which England may not do her duly in this connection. These 
grounds are,—inability to see beyond her own air battle, considerations of 
post-war trade and the pressure of vested interests. Then the Statesman 
goes on to say; 

“At present the Ministry of Aircraft Production ia a stubborn obstacle to aircraft 
jnanufacture in India. It will neither help India in any way, nor, in so far as it 
lies in its power, will it allow America to do so.” 

Sir, I will not take up any more time of the House as there are many 
other Members desiring to speak but I shall conclude my short speech with 
a quotation from a book recently published by an eminent Member of 
Parliament. I read this because it exactly represents my views. Tri that 
book that INI. P. says. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan); What is the name of 
that M. P. ? 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta: The name of that book is Unser Kampf and 

1 p.M. it is by Sir Bichard Acland, M.P. He says; 

“For what are we a.sked to make these sacrifices? What is the moral stimulus which 
is to drive our people on to bear these sacrifices? We are fighting against something 
which is hellish enough in all conscience and that will carry us a long way. To oppose 
this thing our people will suffer much, but is this enough? What after all are we 
fighting and sacrificing for? If we could be quite certain that all this suffering 
would bring us something which will be worth-while and if there was no other 
alternative but to endure it, then there is no doubt that as a people we should face 
it. Nobody has yet had given us any sort of assurance that all this suffering is 
going to lead to anything better than we know today.” 

He said all this, of course, with reference to England, but I find this 
still more appropriate from the point of view of India. Sir, I oppose this 
motion. 

Mr. r. K. James (Madras: European): Sir, I do not propose in the 
course of my speech to refer to the Bhagavad Gita. After Mr. Griffiths* 
speech the other day, I went into the Library for a copy, but found there 
had been a run on the book and a copy was not available; the librarian 
also told me that he had received a large number of questions from 
Honourable Members as to number of chapters in that book. But I want 
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first of ail to make one or two references to the speech of the Honourable 
the Finance Member. 

May I say at once that I agree with the Leader of my Tarty, ,Mi'- 
Buss, that this speech was most 'welcome, in that it was some departure 
from previous speeches and announcements to which we have listened 
in this House and elsewhere? The Honourable Member said that he 
was quite willing, subject of course to the over-riding interests cf public 
security, to lift the veil. We are accustomed to seeing the Honourable 
the Defence Secretary present in this Jfouse dressed in a burqa. I do* 
hope tiiat the fact liiat the Honourable the Finance Member has lifted 
the veil a little bit means that the Defence Secretary and the Finance 
Member and all the Members of the Treasury Benches have decided to 
come out of purdah. We have during the recess, since the last Session— 
and I would remind the Leader of the House and his colleagues .... 

An Honourable Member*. He is not here. 


Mr. F. E. James: .... that that recess was a particularly long one— 
during the recess we suffered a great deal of uneasiness and distress in 
our own community. After all, there were the dark days of summer and 
there was a strong feeling, which here and there threatened to break out^ 
into active revolt, that in the conduct of affairs in the Central Govern* 
rnent there was lack of drive, there was lack of co-ordination, there was 
certainly lack of information, and most tragic of all there was lack of 
unity in the country. I may say here that 1 welcome the broadcasts 
which have been given in recent months by Brigadier Molesworth • that 
18 an example which [ think might be duplicated and followed in'other 
departments. Jhcrefore it is not surprising that the Finance Members 
speech, in which he lifted the veil to a very small extent, should strike 
us as a welcome departure from the comparative silence of past months 


Mr. 

boon I 


M. 


A. JinnaU (Bombay City: Muhammadan Urban): A great 


--Pt -7 Honourable 

forerunner of sinuLar boon« The fL'C “fiber 

os a Kreat deal of eneonrasernent in a positive l/e HrSu fW 

there were to be within a measurable time h«df a ur ^ 

arms, properly trained nrnnnr-] • million men of all 

for the defence of this coun^frv^^ available 

which have been 

Mr. M. S. Aney: What, do you understand by "measurable time"? 

to when wm'be“eom2rd“ "" « the speech as 

between the lines in that speel 1 But reading 

has not made tm his mind Lforehand any one who 

aeb.evement of that programmeT^SL^ ^'i^hin sight of the 

that although in the last war the .^^"’hRra must remember 

the expansion of the army did not begin 
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until 1917, and although it may have expanded much more rapidly then 
than it appears to lo expanding now, the organisation and equipment of 
a modern mechanised force is a far different thing from the organisation 
ai>d equipment of a force even in the years 1916 and 1917. Burely, my 
Honourable friends remember also the course of events during the 
summer and the difficulties with which even the United Kingdom was 
faced in regard to the supplying and equipping and training of its forces. 
I am quite prepared to admit that they may then turn to me and say 
that dll that should have been done before the war. That is a criticism 
which His Majesty’s Government has to face at home and the answer 
to that is, in the words of. the present Prime Minister, that it is no use 
wasting time over criticising the past, lest vve should miss the oppor¬ 
tunities of the present and lose the war in the future. I was then going 
to say that in addition to the army expansion there is the expansion of 
the Iloyal Indian Navy with the promise of almost immediate accession 
of strength in sloops, mine-sweepers and anti-submarine patrol boats. 
I would point out to the Honourable the Defence Secretary that there is still 
a great deal to be done, more especially v;ith regard to the proper equip¬ 
ping of coastal defences at vital points and that is a matter in which 
my own community has taken a particular interest. 


Then, as far as the Air Force is concerned, we are glad to note the 
expansion in the Flying Schools and the training of the necessary tech¬ 
nical ground staff. That staff, even in the United Kingdom was short at 
the beginning of the war, and on its strength depends the expansion of 
any force. Here, may 1 say, that a word of tribute is due, to the work 
of the Flying Clubs in the various parts of the country who, with Gov¬ 
ernment assistance, have been doing all they possibly can to accelerate 
the first stages of the training of suitable Indian pilots. Now, Sir, when 
I say that, I do not for a moment suggest that we are satisfied or that 
we do not realise that there is a great deal more yet to be accomplished. 
My friend, the Deputy President, drew attention to an article which 
appeared in the Statesman, of yesterday, in which the writer pointed out 
that although much had been done, three fundamental things were still 
lacking in the organization of India’s war economy,—^motor engines, 
tanks, construction of ocean going ships and air craft manufacture. It 
w^as probably unfair of the Deputy President to put his interpretation upon 
the reference in the article to the attitude of the Ministry of Pi:oduction 
in the United Kingdom. It. is quite natural that the Ministry' of Pro¬ 
duction in the United Kingdom should want to obtain the rhaxirntim 
output from those factories which are available today both in the United 
Kingdom and in America, and it would not be surprising, therefore., if^ 
the British Government hesitated to take a step with regard to the* 
transfer of equipment to this country, which might result in diminishing 
production near' at Home, without any corresponding benefit to produc¬ 
tion in this country. But, Sir, we are entitled to join the editor of the 
Statesman in pinning some hope to the work of the Soger Commission 
and the Eastern Supply Conference. I hope that the Honourable the 
Leader of the House will one of these days be able to tell us that the 
work of the Mission and the work of the Conference has resulted, not in 
a struggle between competing interests for pride of place in production, 
hut in a pooling of co-operative effort out .of which India's defences will 
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be 8trengthene<i and her vast reserves of tlf^ 

to fortify and supply the great, armies in the Middle East and their 

li’ienclU* allies. 

yir, this IS an interim finance measure, and as such one admit 

thcit it IS not severe in character though the taxation proposed bears upon 
■ a strictly limited class of taxpayers. I would remind the House that^ in¬ 
come-tax payers alone represent less than 1 per cent, of the population. 
The (hfiiculties ot the ILoiiuiirable the Finance Member which are aound 
■to arise out of a rapidly expanding expenditure on defence forces have yet 
really to be faced. There are, I suggest, two conditions which have all 
the time to be borne -in and which perhaps are most dithcult to 

fulfil in war time. The first is that all extravagant expenditure, whether 
by the State or by the individual, should be discouraged. 1 should like 
to see some emphasis on extravagant expenditure by the individual re¬ 
ferred to by the Honourable thf^ Finance Member,—in my view that is 
a very important factor . . . 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Tlahim): Perhajig at this 
stage the Honourable Member would like to stop. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half P.ast Two of the 
Clbck. 


•The Assembly re-assembled aft<5r Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) in the Chair. 


F. £. James: When the House adjourned for lunch I was sug¬ 
gesting that in regard to the policy of the future in connection with 
the financing of the war, two things should be borne in mind, which 
perhaps are extremely difficult to bear in mind under war conditions. 
The first is, that extravagant expenditure should be discouraged licdli I).y 
the State and by the individual, and I may say here that we were very 
glad to hear from the Honourable the Finance Member bis si ilomcnt 
yesterday with regard to the scrutiny of expenditure in the Supply und 
other Departments. It would be helpful also to hear from him something 
the control which is now exercised by his Department over the 
grpat spending departments of the Statp,/ , That js the first poii t. The 
second point is that, so far as possible, ftl^e standard of life of , he [)oor 
should not be lowered and that the bar^, pecessities of life should'remain 
untouched. I know that this is a tall order in a country in which indirect 
taxation plays such , a large part in finanqing even the ore,finery ad¬ 
ministrative services of jt'be land. But to my, mind, .particularly in \'icw 
of the fall in prices to which reference has already. been made, as,,^f:ir 
as the agriculturist in many parts of the country, is epneerned, la" a 
factor that will probably require not only negatiye but also jiositiv,* ^ct‘on. 
And I welcome the,^statements made ,bv the Honourable tho Oornmoroe 
Member, particularly the statement he made to the Export \dvisory 
(mined m Bombay regarding measures to deal with siirplu‘=! and imsale- 
able crops in the hands of the producers. 

Sir, let me, if I may, give, first of all a vrord of encouragement to my 
friends on the Treasury Benches and then a word of warning. Perhaps 
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they dd hot heed encouragement, but I hope they wi4 apprecii^to it. ^iay 
1 tell them, so far as mv own community is concerned, they will have 
its full and enthusiastic support in all measures which they take for 
the effective prosecution of the war. The word of warning is this. That 
enthusiastic ■ support -cannot i be forthcoming fron> any community spon¬ 
taneously unless the Government are {)repared to a greater extent than 
in the past, to take the cduntry into its confidence. Much of the public 
criti(*ism which has been directed against Government Departments in 
past months, certainly as far as my own comniunitv is concerned—much 
of that criticism has been due to lack of information. I know that there 
are a great many things that cannot he divulged in time of war, but 
there is fiiiich that can be told the j)ublic and should be ioM the public. 

I have noted in recent months that th'^re have been increasing authori¬ 
ties in charge of information, and yet there still seems to he a lack of 
co-ordination between these authorities. I v^ould put it <o my friends 
that this matter of information and publicity is perhaps one of the most 
important aspects of all war effort, and it is not a coincidence that in 
the great countries which are now engaged in this war their governments 
regard this as one of their most important departments. I suggest that 
III is would merit the undivided attention of a Member of the Executive 
Gouncil with full power over all branches disseminating information to the 
public. Sir, while I am m this subject, may T soy one word about the 
press? I should like if I may,—and I think in what I say I am supported 
by my colleagues—I should like to pay a tribute to the attitude of the 
press in this country since the war began. I share the relief of many at 
the recent withdrawal of the order under the Defence of India Regula¬ 
tions which were announced in the press on Monday. I take it that that 
was a result of consultation and co-operation and an agreement to trust 
each other. I only hope that that experience will extend to a wider 
sphere. 

When I turn to the political scene. I am confronted with a much less 
happy and more sombre situation. I was glad when my Honourable 
friends the Members of the Congress Party decided, in the customary 
words of invitations in this country, to ‘‘grace the occasion with their 
presence'’. I am sorry, of course, that they probably are not going to 
stay very long; at any rate, T welcome the return of the parliamentary 
mentality. This debate has been conducted in an gtmosphere of extreme 
passion and to my mind unreality. 

An Honourable Member: For which Mr. Griffiths is responsible. 

Mr. P. E, James: We are, of coui’se, accustomed to hard words. 
After all,!(hai^d words break no bones and, except’under certain circums¬ 
tances, they do not sow the seeds of hatred. I must say I found it diffi- 
. cult to helieye t/hat some of niv Honourable friends on the other Benches 
could be capable of so much bitterness and I could not help thinking, as 
I heard the first two days of the debate, that some bt them at any rate 
were disregarding their master’s doctrine of non-violence in thought, word 
or deed. My Honourable friend, Mr, Satyamurti ... 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali (Delhi: General); Just as.vou disregard the doctrine 
of Chrifiif ‘ h 
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Mr. F. E. James; 1 shall come to storm-trooper Asaf 
My Honourably*, friend, Mr. Satyamurti, in^Ms speech^emed to glo^ m 
Britain's discomfitures and did all he could <^0 
And as I listened to him I remembered how strange it was 
had so latel)i.^'pinclaimed the Europeans as his friends 
Corporation' when he was^ Mayor, to take that point of view. 


'Mr. S. Sj»ty4murtl (Madras City; Non-Muhammadan Urban): Why 
not? ‘ 

j Mr. rA.rB>! James: As Mayor, of course, he is .supposed to be above 
r all parties. . i 


Mr. S. Sktyamurti: Yes. 

Mr. P. E. James: And yet I noticed wlien he was Mayor he lifted no 
finger to alleviate the sufferings of those in the United Kingdom who 
some years ago gave him such a hospitable welcome. That, I 
him q'uite franldy, is an attitude which has surprised many of his oldest 
friends. Of course. T realise that ho is not his own master. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti: Nor are you your own master. 

Mr. P. E. James: As Mayor 1 thought that as one above party his 
humanitarian instincts would have asserted themselves. 


Mr. S, Satyamurti: Mayors do not vote. Do tliey vote in Britain? 

Mr. P. E. James: Having been elected the first citizen of Madras, I 
should have thought that Mr. Satyamurti would have have started a 
Mayor’s Fund untrammelled by orders from above. Mr. Abdul Qaiyum 
is a Frontierrnan, bulky in form, loud in speech. 

When I listened to his vain boastings, I seemed to think that I 
detected something familiar in those words. Then I remembered that 
I had heard those identical words from the Berlin broadcasts and I con¬ 
gratulate my Honourable friend on having learnt them by heart I I 
think he will now be appointed the Lord Haw Haw of the Congress 
Party. 

Tt was a relief, I am bound to say, to listen to my friend, Mr. 
Santhapam, because while unyielding in his matter he was gracious in 
his tribute, and the first tribute, of its kipd—which he paid to my own 
countrymen. I thank him for it. , 

As for Mr. Sri Prakasa, we all miss his revered father who had, I 
believe, a restraining hand upon him while he was here. I feel sorry 
for him, because he can scarcely conceal his chagrin at the way in which 
his Party is leading him. He hides it under a cloak of"comic history and 
T feel all the time that that 'strange cloak he Wears reallv hides a most 
uncomfortable mind . . . 

Then T come to my friend, Mr. Joshi—Mr. N. Molotov Joshi—the 
democratic nominee of a bureaucratic Government. He is a great 
for^Th^^^ freedom and democracy if he can have thehi without fighting 

Now, these are I hope little quips which will not be taken amiss by 
any friends. They have spoken in diverse tongues on much the 

same theme: We are the Violent Boys of the Non-Violent Army. 
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I hu.y€^ been iiupresscct by the restraint of rny friend, the header of 
tlie Opposition. He must have a very difRcult task in keeping in check 
the ebullience ^nd ^the indiscretions, of his followers. Of course, he is 
aided and: abetted by his Gestapo in Chief, tSardar Jogindei: kiinih. 1 have 
noticed from time to time when a Member of the Party lias b(;en a little 
indiscreet jii answering in mierruption from my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Jinnah or in overstepping the bounds of pari;-, discipline, ihe Sardar goes 
to that recalcilrunt Mem’ner {ind after a short interview T ha\ : that 

Member automatically salute the t with the pluase; 'Heil Himmler’. 

Now, the.sc arc rdl in jest and i *i:n not going to talk at length about 
some of the arguments that have been mentioned in this House today and 
on previous days. There is only one point I want to mention, a point 
that has been referred to incidentally by several speakers and that is the 
Provincial Governor’s War Funds and the suggestion that coercion has 
been used. Now, I can only speak of Madras. I do know this; that 
every possible step has been taken again and aizain both by His Excel¬ 
lency the Governor and the Advisers and all. Collectors to prevent ttie 
kitid of persuasion which has been referred to. On the other hand 1 do 
complain and 1 have a right to complain of the coercion which is exer¬ 
cised by the Congress Party over its members. I myself have been the 
recipient of subscriptions frorti Oongrefis Members. I have known of 
other subscriptions which have been given in strict secrecy. These 
men are not free to follow the dictates of their hearts and I think that is 
wrong. Tf my Honourable friends complain of coercion owing to collec¬ 
tions through the officiaC machine, I am equally justified in claiming that 
there is coercion by the leaders of the Congress Party over their followers. 

An Honourable Member: Not a bit. 

' ‘ Mr. F. E. James: Surely in a matter like this, it is not right for a 
policy of rigid negation aud discipline to be followed^ Men shouli give 
thei^’mouey where they think it ought to go. Don’t put them in the 
po’sition of having to give it clandestinely, under cover of secrecy. Ijct 
them give according to their heart’s dictates. 

Now, Sir, I will turn to some of the political issues which have been 
raised during the past months and have been referred to in this House. 
It is true that the war caught India in the midstream of fresh constitu¬ 
tional developments. That is a fact which, though one may regret it, is 
true. In the provinces the Congress had accepted responsibilitx and were 
working the constitution and working the Act according to their lights, 
with, I may claim, tlie uvhole-hearted co-operation, in most respects, of 
the members of the permanent civil services. On the day after the 
declaration of wur,' Mr. Gandhi made a statement which has been often 
quoted to me in letters from my" own home. He said: 

'■? ’ . r 

^“My sympathies are with England and France from the purely humanitarian 
standpoint. I am not, therefore, just now thinking of Indians deliverance. It will 
come, but what will it be worth if England and France fall, or if they come out 
victorious over Germany ruined and humbled.” 

Knowing the atmosphere at that time I hope I am not making an 
over-statement when I say that T and many of my friends felt that in 
those words he was voicing the opinion of India. But it appears he was 
alone, for the Congress did not support him in that line. They decided, 
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to put it plainly, to bargain for power and during t^e year that has 
elapsed since then, they passed Kesolution after Uesolution. y 
f)ut forward various considerations which have been .* 

What are Britain's war aims? What is Britain s 

to democracy? Britain should not have dragged India into ^ar 

without her consent. Give us a declaration as to India s independent 
status. Define and re-alfirm your faith in democracy. Give us a 
constituent assembly elected on the basis of adult franchise. Give us 
a national government at the Centre. Let us occupy seats of power. 
Finally give us freedom of .speech to prosecute the doctrine of non¬ 
violence even if it involves even to a limited extent, asking people to 
take no part in India’s war effort. In the process of this bargaining and 
a( the earlier stages the Congress surrendered their power in the Provinc^. 
Looking over the diary of those days, one is struck with a note to the 
effect that, not long after that, the Muslim League had a thanksgiving 
dav for deliverance from the “tyranny, oppression and the injustice” of 
Congress rule. Now, Sir. during this period His Majesty ’s Government 
made, various declarations and there were from time to time in the House 
of Commons debates which I think well repay reading. The last of 
those declarations through the mouthpiece of His Fjxcellency the Viceroy 
made three definite points. First of all, that His Majesty’s Government 
w.as prepared to agree to the immediate expansion of the Executive 
Council and the formation of a War .\dvisory Council, representative not 
only of British India but also of the Indian States, which would meet 
from time to,time, consult with the Viceroy and give its opinion on the 
various aspects of India’s war effort. The second point was that His 
Majesty's Government were prepared to do all in their power to make 
possible the framing of a new constitution covering all the field covered 
by the Government of India Act of 1935, after the war with the least 
po.ssible delay, through machinery to consist of representatives of India's 
national life. In the meantime they went on to say that they would 
be glad sin cere! v to help, even during the war, to get an agreement on 
the form and the methods of the machinery and even on the principles 
and outlines of the constitution itself. And in the third place, they said 
that they re-affirmed the goal of Dominion Status for India, that is, the 
status of free and equal partnership in the Commonwealth. That is now 
proclaimed and accepted ryice more as Britain's goal. Now, Sir, we 
may not always look into the precise meaning of the words; in nolitica 
we must also look into the circumstances in which those words were 
uttered and the atmosphere to whieh they gave rise. The debates in 
both Houses of Parliament on the Inst oceasion were most friendly and 
most earnest in tone and T do not think thev merited the abuse which 
hns been heaped upon them. The offer which is n6w made is a generous 
offer, (though I cannot expect my Indian friends W look unori it as an 
act of generositvV T do snv that this offer hns very far-reaching implica¬ 
tions, and let the House not forcet that it was made by His Majesty's 
frovpninient on tbo evo of that concorted far-flntiK and lon^-planned 
artacK which the German war machine was to make on Great Britain. 

ffiis offer has been rejected by the Congress 
count, and in place of it a proposal was put forward, T think .at Poona, 
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for a national government in this country—a substitution of the present 
personnel of the Executive Council by representatives of Indian parties 
who were to be responsible to the elected Members of this House. On 
the fact of it that offer appeared to merit very careful consideration. I 
know that we examined it in South India with great care because it 
largely was made possible by the skill in debate and persistence of a dis¬ 
tinguished South Indian Leader. Unfortunately, from our point of view, 
although the offer was exphuned to us as not involving any serious 
constitutional changes but merely a substitution of personnel, I found, 
when I read the speeches on the debate at Poona, that quite a different 
impression was given. In fact it has been made perfectly clear not only 
then but aince that one of the reasons, in fact the main reason for the 
disappointment of the Congress Party that this proposal has not been 
accepted is that what they intended was a cc.rnplete transfer of power 
at the Centre, and when my friends tell me that that certainly involves no 
great constitutional changes, I must beg to differ from them. The 
profound constitutional change that remains in the constitutional machi¬ 
nery of this country is this question of the transfer of y)ower at the Centre. 
We also found that no other party appeared to support the claim for a 
national government on those lines. Wo went into the matter further: 
we realized that in fact the main essential for any national Government 
in any country was missing here. In any country^, a national Govern¬ 
ment is the expression of a national union, a united national will. I 
have been told that there is in the United Kingdom a parallel. If the 
United Kih^dom can have a united Government, a national Government 
for the prosecution of the war, then why not this country? Well, no 
doubt if in this country there were the pre-requisites of a national union, 
even a national Government might possible. But that is not there. 
In my case what is being asked in this instance is, not what has happened 
in the United Kingdom, viz,, the formation of a national Government 
within the stnicture of the present constitution, but \Vhat is demanded 
in this country is the formation of a national Government to which, power 
may be transferred for the first time in the constitutional history of India. 
Now, I do not for a moment say that such a desire is not a perfectly 
legitimate desire. But I do suggest that, first of all, it is asking—whether 
Members may say it or not, deny it or not—it is asking for a profound 
constitutional change during war time involving very wide implications. 
Secondly, it is asking us to believe that there does at present exist in 
India the basis for a national Government. Unfortunately we cannot 
believe that at the present moment. And, thirdly, there is no indication, 
at any rate, from the Congress side, in clear and unmistakable fashion 
as to what ^ey, intend such a National Government shoqld . dp ih regard 
to this war if tHfey 4id secure power at the Centre through the formation of 
a National Government. It is, frankly, a puzzle to many people. On the 
one hand, we have the declaration that the Congress is a non-violent 
and that it is wedded to that principle, not only as, an ideal hut 
als(^ as a method of approach to the political freedom of this country. 
Well, if that is the case, what happens, when thev achieve a Naticnai 
Government on the lines that thev ^yant? What are they going to do 
with the armed forces which will then be under th(‘ir control? "is there 
any oafegorical assurance anywhere that if power passed during war time, 
P ni would still be dsed fPr the effective’defence of this coimtry 

a d f '• fhe prosecution of the war abroad? ' ’ 
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Mr. M. S. Aney: I think in that llesolution itself there is a clausa 
3 p. M. which is being overlooked by the Honourable speaker. 

Mr. F. E. James I I know the clause to which my Honourable friend 
refers, but that was hastily withdrawn. 

Some Honourable Members: No, no. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: It was withdrawn after the Resolution had been 
withdrawn; not till then. 

Mr. P. E. James: Very well. 1 certainly do not want to misrepresent 
anybody. That is the last thing ^ would like to do. I certainly remember 
a clause w^hich referred to the dt feiice of India and there was a certain 
amount of aiiibigfuity about that phrase which some members endeavoured 
to clear it up afterwards. But there is still a more fatal objection. The 
Congress Party have turned dowm the offer of the Viceroy and His 
^liajesty’s Government for some of the reasons I have mentioned. 

, As I understand the attitude of the Muslim League, in the Resolutions 
that have been passed and in the correspondence that has been exchanged 
between the Leader and the Viceroy, they moved very close to aqceptance^ 
in principle of the statement made by His Majesty's Government, subject 
pf course, to various reservations in regard to representation and in regard 
t(jt,0(^}]er platters which formed the subject of that correspondence. J would, 
not detail them all. I should like to know, whether that is final on their 
part. Is it possible that they are throwing away ap important principle 
for the sake.of the details of its application? Is it possible that they feared 
that if they accepted this and the Congress did not, the Congress might 
subsequently come in and upset the balance of power on th© expanded 
Council? T know that the Hindu Mahasabha, the Ijiberals and the other 
minority groups have criticised what they call the vagueness of the state¬ 
ments issued by. His Majesty’s Government, but I have always understood 
that they would be prepared to enter an expanded Executive Council if 
certain conditions were fulfilled. In other w'ords, they have not as yet 
committed themselves to demanding the kind of National Government to 
which the Congress have committed themselves. 

N^ow, Sir, one other important factor is this. The Congress is asking 
His Majesty's .(|rovemment to transfer power from themselves to a National 
Government in;the country. Obviously, they cannot transfer that power to 
the pqngress ajlpn^^ Obviously, they cannot transfer that power even to 
the Muslim League alone even if they were prepared to agree to such a 
constitutional change in the structure of this Government during the war 
time. His Majesty’s Government have themselves said—%nd these are 
important words—that they cannot contemplate transfer of responsibility 
to any system of Government whose authority is directly denied by a large 
or powerful elements in India's national life. 

An Honourable Member from Congress Benches: What about this 
system of Government? 

Mr. P, E. James: It is not merely a transfer from these gentlemen- to 
Congress gentlemen but it is a complete transfer of power from London. 
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This announcement of His Majesty’s Government ii;r i ;n welcomed by 
every'Uiinoriiy, in this country. Yet it ne.(id be and should be no hindrance 
tip, constitutional development either now or after the war unless, as a, 
nVittcr fact, ariy one community is seekinfT to dominate or to coerce. 

; r.fThei^fore, we are unfortunately back again at a deadlock. There was 
at 6he time a co-operative spirit^ about but much of that has disappeared. 
The Mufilim Heag\ie have not heen abb' to accept the offer in the terms in 
which it has boen^ made. On the other hand, they have made tlieir position 
clea'* as' far as the war effort is concerned. This I noticed in an address 
^ven At' an" Id celebration recently. My Honourable friend, the Leader 
of the Muslim League, said, that- he was convinced th.at \.hatcver the 
miscTeelds of the British Government .in the oast in the int( rests of India it 
'w'As their duty to support' and co-operate with them now in nrder to protect 
their own homes and hearths. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Oo on further. 

Mr. F. E..James: T have not got the further portion of the speech. 

Mr. M. A. Jlmi^: L may inform the Honourable Member that that 
speech of mine has been thoroughly nii^tilated and T have not yet been 
able to find out who the culprit is. 

Mr. F. E, James: Naturally, ,T accept my Honourable friend’s word 
that his speech heen mutilated, but there seems.to be an epidemic of 
mutilation of speeches ont that particular side of ^he House. T copied this 
speech, I think, from an article published in the Tiimes of India, Bombay. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnali: Then, I may inforna the Honourable Member that he 
has only got the first part completely out of its contents. T will read to 
the House my speech from the Times of India. 

Mr. F. E. James: In that case, it only makes what T was about to say 
ve w much more pertinent. I was about to say that if this was true, then 
we will listen with more interest than usual to the speech that my Hon¬ 
ourable friend is going to deliver on the Finance Bill. We hope that in 
that speech he will touch upon this subject not in its narrow sense but 
in the broader sense of policy. 

Now. Sir, I am left with one unfortunate impression as a result of the 
study of the position taken up by the Congress from the beginning of the 
war. I am left with this question ini my mind. Ehd they ever really mean 
co-'operation? Was it ever their will to assist the Government? 

Mr. S. Satyamiirti: Did' you ever want India’s real co-operation? 

■ ’ r . 

Mr. F. E. James: Was^ it that 'they wanted constitutional power? If 
they got it, what were thfey goihg to do with it? There is no doubt—and 
here I am not arguing a-case, I arti'stating a fact—that there was wide¬ 
spread and profound distrust as to their intentions if they captured power 
at the Centre on the part of practically every other Party in the country. 
Now, Sir, the position is that we have a deadlock and the Congress Party 
have handed the baby to the Mahatma, whose words are inscrutable and 
very difficult sometimes for the outsider to follow. 
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• ^Mr. F. E. James.] • r u a* 

I myself have held the view and have expressed it, th-. ivil haobedi- 
ence as such is not and cannot be a non-violent movement wheth.'f •« 
expressed through one person or through mass movements. 1 have aiv 
felt that it is a cloak for coercion and for violence. I 
reading a story told by Sir K. V. Eeddy in South India m one ..t ^ee^ 
ings which is reported in the Press about ^ sadhu and a turtle^ I think th s 
story is known to some of my Honourable friends in South India 1 he 
sadhu was sitting by the road side meditating upon ahimsa m the 
course of his meditaLns he became aware that 

villagers who had captured a turtle and they v anted to ^‘spose o^t but 

did Lt know how to kill it. So they got h I of * 

were beating the turtle on its shell. When he sadhu ^ 

‘•my dear friends, as a disciple of aMm^, T must ask 

that cruel practice”. Then in an aside he -id, "if you really want to Ml 

it turn it upside down”. That has a mor.al, I think ^ {f®' 

the attitude of the Congress Party and its present leader is p p: 

disappointing. 


Mr, K. santlianam (Taniore cum Trichinopoly: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): May I know if the Honourable Member will give the same advice 
that civil disobedience is wrong on the part of the Belgians, the Danes, 
the Dutch and other people who have been conquered by Germany? 


Mr. F. E. James! My Honourable friend has fallen into a trap. They 
never claimed that it is non-violent. It is the claim that civil disobedience 
is; fion-violenjfc that XtJhaHeupfP* It cannot be. Tho^e brave men in' Belsrium 
and Holland know what they are in for. They do not talk nonsense about 
non-violence. 


Mr. M. Asaf All: Will my Honourable friend, M'r. James, advise the 
Congress to turn violent? 


Mr. F. E. James: T should of course hesitate to give even my Honoui*- 
able friend any advice, let alone the Congress itself. T know that if I 
gave any advice, they would not take. it. 

My point is this and I return to it, My Hpnoiirable frjends cannot 
get awny from it. Civil disobedience is not and cannot be a non-violent 
movement. To call it nonf-violent is to deceive yourself and to deciove 
the country. Now, Sir, I do not want to get CiHoited in these matters as 
have some of my Honourable friends in the past. I want to ref?*ain from 
bitterness of speech. One of the most magnificent passages in the speeches 
of that incomparable leader of men, Mr. Churchill, was that passage 
(h^nlintr with his attitude towards the French nation, after the French 
had been beaten to their knees. There was an attitude of generosity to 
a prpvious Allv who might at that time have been regarded almost as a 
traitor. He aiid in that speech of his that we should not accuse as traitors 
those who hnd fallen hv the wayside through weakness. Far be it from me 
to emulate Mr. Churchill, although Mr. Satyamurti called me a pocket 
Churchill. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: You will try, if you can! 



*•. j»““; I would rather be a pocket (Jh 

Q^lsl^lg. This war is going to be won by pf w^kf|^| |L-^__ ^ 

German cominentators recently expressed a ©^^ffipSou^of^ra 
at. the strength of the defence of Britain. he exolaime^^^ 

not only one Churchill; there must be about 46 million Churchills dexencnp^ 
their country, and things are going to be very difficult. Therefore, Ivhen 
my Honourable friend called me a pocket Churchill, I took it as a com¬ 
pliment. 

Nathrally, there is not anybody in this House who does not regret the 
iibsenee of what one may call full political'co-operation in the prosecution 
of the war. If that is not possible, then the preparations must go on 
without that co-operation, because the danger to my country, the danger 
to the Commonwealth, the danger to the countries in the Middle East 
arid the dangers to the interests of this country, are one and indivisible. I 
have been asked Iw many Honourable friends of mine, what after all are 
you fighting for. Well, anything that I say to some of my Indian friends 
will be suspect. I cannot hope to persuade them to helit'.vo what I believe. 
But let them not ask me or any members of my cranTuunitv. them 

ask the Labour party in England. They know that .they Inol no share in 
the foreign policy which immediately led un to this war. They had prac¬ 
tically no responsibility for the defc'cts in the preparations for the defence 
in the United Kingdom before the war or even during the early days of the 
war. Yet they are now the spear head in a national government in the 
United Kingdom which represents the national will and which T predict 
will he unshakable. I need not ask any one in my country. Go to 
America. President Boosovelt knows what the war is about. He said it is 
for freedom of speech, freedom of thought, freedom of movement, freedom 
of religion, for the decencies of life, the right of nations to live and develop 
into increasing freedom. He was re-elected. America is helping today 
to the fullest extent in her power. She had no reason to love Britain; she 
had no reason to love what is called British imperialism. Yet even Mr. 
Willkie after his defeat said to the press, “All of us, Bepublicans and 
Democrats and Independents believe in ^ving aid to the heroic British 
people'’. , Sir, I believe this is one of the classic struggles in the history 
of the w'orld for freedom, for the right to be free and to achieve freedom. 
Everywhere, even in the occupied countries, there are free peoples co¬ 
operating. No man in this country is coerced into co-operation. He is 
invited to co-operate. He may stand aside and say, “This ha.s nothing to 
do with me. This is not my war.” As long as he does not definitely and 
deliberately endeavour to impede war efforts, he is left alone. Even with¬ 
out him, there is no lack of men, money and munitions. 


Sir. T am afraid this war looka as though it is going to extend. Almost 
every hour brings news of further extensions and those extensions are in 
this, direction. I do not say that in order to terrorise any one. Of course, 
there is no one in this House who would be terrorised even by the threats T>f 
Germany and Bussia combined. But I say that there is a case for the 
people of this country to extend not onlv their material assistance bnt also 
their moral and political assistance, T believe that those who stand aside 
from that will one day regret that they did not share to the fullest in- our 
present trials and in the certain victory in which every man of my race has 
unbounded comfidence. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [16TH NoV. 1940 

Lala Sham Lai (Aiubala ^Division : Non-MuhamTnadan); Sir, on account 
of ail infirroit' in ]ii\ rifjfht Icij:. 1 cannot keep' standing for long and I 
request \(>nr permission to'speaking sitting. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Ak'hil ('handui Datta): Yes, certainly. 

Lala Sham Lai: Phank \on. Sir 

Sir, 1 spc'ak to oppose the proposed t'^uianee Mill, and 1 do so on broad 
genc-ral gTodhtls. I do not pro])(>se to ri'qieat any of the arguments that 
have already been advanced on the floor of this House in opposing this 
Bill. This F^ill is stated to he a wa*' nieasnre, a irieasnre for the due 
fi'rbsticutibA ^f 'the u’’ar,‘ar*id it is stated that clearly this is not t]*e last but 
more of ,it^ kind has yet to come ifHpdia^ is to play a worthy part in 
securing'The victory of civilislition. Which war, I ask? A war which 
originally broke out between a few Christian countries of Europe and for 
the purposes of those (countries only, a war which has by now knocked down 
several peaceful and inoffensive countries and lias destroyed their liberty, 
a war in which weapons of destruction of every kind, mostly iinnioral which 
science and wealth can possibly invent, are being employed. It is a pity 
that science and wealth which ought to have gone for the betterment of 
mankind is being utilised for desirnction. VVealtli is being consigned either 
to the bottom of the sea or conscnicd to fire. Evidently there must be 
something wrong with this wealth. It must have been acquired through 
bad liarmas. The misdeeds are apparent in the exploitation of people and 
that ‘fs why this wealth is being dissipated in this tnanner. , Then, Sir, 
it IS k'war in which lives of men, women and children are hein*^ destroyed 
indiscriminately and ruthlessly and for no fault or offence of theirs; and 
fastlv, it is a <var in which all laws of morality and rules of Ood fire being 
set at naught aqd a war which must be described as a Satanic war. ft is 
for this war,. Sir, tKat India is being asked to make a contribution both in 
men and ip monev. India is being asked only to make a contribution; 
she is not f.o sav or to exercise her will as to whether or not 

she is to make any contribution,—a strange thing indeed' A person is 
asked to make payment and be is not allowed to say whether ho should 
mak(‘ the ])avment or not. Ts not this the methofl usually emploved by a 
robber or a dacoit? I should ask all Honourable Members to think upon 
this for themselves. 

Then, Sir, India is being given an insult and. an indignil .. And which 
India is it, I ask again. India, a veritable ethnological representative of 
tht' whole world, India which dOO million people of all castes and creeds in 
the world are inhabiting, which contains one-hfth of the human race and is 
the largest single populated country in the world, tlie Queen of Asia and the 
home of the civilisation of tlie East. It,js<an-irony of fate that this India 
by the happening of strange events.iConstitutd'Ug a ,miracle has fallen a slave 
to a small island in the Atlantic Ocean. This In^kir says in reply that she 
cannot participate in this nglv, inhuman and, Gpdless war. It js not 
worthy of her to plav any part in this war. She cannot,, for fear of God, 
make anv contribution either in men or in monev for^this war or in further¬ 
ance of this war. Now, Sir, it may be asked,—le ntimate qyestioi;i 
indeed, that war is raging in all its f6*,rocity, a 4 n^r,it,is carrying, devastation, 
all around it, and how are you going to stem the .tider of the coming 
devastation? In reply to this India savs that it is not worth-while to 
become a rogue with a rogue, it is not worth-while to follow the doctrine 
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of Shathe ahathyam as we say in India; it is no good following the principle 
of an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, but to meet this war and not 
only to meet this war but also to meet the future time in a befitting manner 
you should adopt the doctrine of truth and non-violence. It is only 
through truth and non-violence that the victory of civilisation can be 
secured; it is only through truth and non-violence that peace and prosperity 
can come to mankind; it is only by following this doctrine that the world 
and mankind can be free. Sir, the^greatest leader of Indian thought today 
prescribes this doctrine for the Indian people and for the people of the world 
at large. It may be said that this is a novel doctrine and 1 will deal with 
it presently. But Mahatma Gandlii, the great leader, sa>s that not only 
freedom but peace can come to mankind through this doctrine alone. He 
says that the freedom of India is nothing if it does not come through this; 
he says that the freedom oi India alone is nothing if it does not come to the 
world at large. India does not exist for herself, she has got a mission to 
perform for the whole world. This doctrine is mocked in some quarters and 
it is said that it is a novel doctrine devised h v ^lahatmir Gandhi for the 
present time and only to suit the present time and to (tonceal the weak¬ 
ness of India. I say to such friends that it is not tin* ca.se. It is a doctrine 
which originated at the time when humanity first got it; it is a doctrine 
which has been handed down to us from age to age on the basis of which 
the seers and sages of the world have been giving great warnings to 
mankind. Sir, if I were to mention these sages in detail I am afraid 
there will be lU)-time but T would like to place a few instances in support of 
what I am stating, from India alone. So far hack as 1894, 46 years ago, 
a seer of India stated in empliatic and prophetic words, “We have to teach 
the world what it is waiting for. Europe, the centre of material energy, 
will crumble into pieces within the next fifty years.” 

An Honourable Member: That is what is happening. 

Lala Sham Lai: Yes. She will crumble to dust within the next fifty 
years if slie does not change her position, shift her ground and make 
spirituality the basis of her life. And what will save Europe then will be 
the soul of India. These are the vrords uttered by a saint of India in 1894, 
when there was no war, when there were no prospects for a war; and if my 
friends would like to see this utterance, they may find it in Swami 
Vivekananda s works, Vol. Ill, page 159. This Swami Vivekananda was a 
seer of India, a sage of India. He made extensive tours in America and in 
Europe: he made disciples there and his disciples are still working; he 
died in 1003. Now, what did he say in those utterances? He said we are 
to teach what the world is waiting for. He was lecturing on vedanta at 
that time, and vedanta is the highest scripture for soul elevatipn. He was 
telling the people that we will teach soul elevation for the world—what it 
is waiting folr. He said these words to me6t the material energy of Europe. 
He said these words to save Europe at the time of the crisis. These are 
words which must he considered in a serious mood. 

Another sage of India, whose name has been often rnentioned bv some 
Honourable friends—I mean Sri Aurobindo Ghosh—shortly, after the last 
war—perhaps a few months after the armistice and the treaty of Versailles 
and the constitution of the league of nations, he wrote a book called: 
“War and Self-Determination”. Therein he stated' that this Treaty of 
Versailles and the League of Nations shall only ^ prelude for another 



638 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [16TH NoV. 1940 

[Laki Sham LaL] 

war in the near tuture, severer in magnitude than the one which had just 
finished; and then he said that so long as war cannot be made psychologi¬ 
cally impossible, it must remain and if banished for a while it must return. 
This is the statement of another seer of India, to wljiom referenee has been 
made by many Honourable friends today on the floor of the House. 

This is the position which India takes today. This is the attitude which 
India takes today and this is the attitude which has been advised for India 
today by that great leader of Indian thought. 

Let me keep aside this attitude and this position for a while and let me 
turn to Europe —'.vl’af has tin* civilisation of JCurope and the creed of 
Europe to say in this matter. Let me take the case of Britain first. 
13ritaij;i is represented by a King. It is the law that the King can do no 
wrong. Just as God can do no wrong, his representative on earth, the 
King, also can do no wrong. Whon we keep in view the history of the 
divine right of kings, and also tlu' fact that the King of England holds the 
title “Defender of the Faith ’—what faith? “Whoever raises the sword 
shall perish by the sword”—what faith? “Blessed are the poor in heart 
for they shall inherit the (‘irth” what faith? “If one smites you on the 
right cheek give him the left also”. This is the faith of the whole of 
cMstiandom and more so for Gennany which country has produced many 
high thinkers in the past and still more for Italy where the representative 
of Jesus Christ, His Holiness the Pope resides. We ought to take it that 
this is civilisation and this is the creed which Britain professes and Britain 
holds dear. This is the creed—not for Sunday use only but—one—for 
which Britain has to live and for which Britain has to die. In face of this 
can it be denied that the position that India is taking up today in- respect 
of this war is correct position? Can Britain in view of its own civilisation 
contradict this positon? I should say it cannot. 

It is being stated in some quarters that this is the creed no doubt, a high 
ideal no doubt, but it is not possible to follow it. It is an impossible and 
an impractical creed. But let me take an instance from the history of 
England itself. The history of India is full of such instances, but I am 
not referring to them at the present time—I am only taking an instance 
from the history of England itself. In the time of Queen Mary, the 
des])otic Queen Mary, Proh'stants were being perseiuitcd and were being 
thrown alive into the fire and heint^ burnt, how did the victims behave? 
They cried aloud cheerfully “We will play the man; we shall light such 
a candle in England which bv the ':rar*c of God shall never be put out.” 
As ;i result of this (‘heerfid suffering, we see that the papist-rule in England 
was removed for ever. . Jn tlie fa.ee of ,this, e.an any one deny that thjs is a 
doctrin(^ that cannot be acted upon?- 

That is the position that India is taking. India says that civilisation 
will not be secured bv becoming violent, bv answerin" tb - sword with the 
sword ; it will rather he seemred hv following the doctrines which God has 
commanded, and which is embodied in the doctrine of truth and non¬ 
violence. When makin<T^ this statement I want to refer to an important 
thing, which after all T consider to be important. T invite the attention 
of tlio, ITononrahle Members of the European Group, particularly, to that 
statement. Th.ejrr^port of this war is not.beine^ realised properlv It is not 
beine realised in Europe, and it is not beip" realised; tiere now bv the 
Members of the Government which is established m India..’ It is not a 
war between one coiintrv and another. Tt is a mistake to think that this 
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is a war between one country and another. It will be a mistake to suppose 
that this is a war between one set of countries and anotlier set of countries. 
1 would like to point out to Honourable Members that this is a war between 
one civilization and another. This is a war between one force and another 
force. , ’It may not be visible today, but it will come into the limelight at 
no distant, tiihe. Sir, tliis w'ar, as 1 have, stated, is a war really between 
tw^Q'great fo^'ces. If an^bod^ can exercise his powers of introspection, if 
anybody has got the slightest intuition, he will find that it is really a war 
between two great forces, not between one country and another. Now^ 
what are these two forces? 1 want to explain to Honourable Members of 
this House. One is the force of material energy, the brute force, prevail¬ 
ing in Europe today, and tlie other, of the spirit, the fontc of the command 
of God. Of these two forces, one is given biith to by the queen of Asia, 
the India, and both these two forces came into evolution at tlic snrne time, 
developed side by side together, and they arc coming into conflict at no 
distant time. Now, is it not patent that after the close of the last war 
there have Ijeen llesolutions passed by the League of Nations Assembly 
demanding a restriction in the increase of armaments? In spite of that, 
the nations of Europe went on increasing their arms. At the same time, 
look at the state of affairs in this country? The doctrine of truth and non¬ 
violence began to be preached from India in about 1919 or 1920. Now, 
these two forces came into existence about the same time. They have 
been developing closely since 1919 up to the present time,—^and God knows 
up to what time they may go on developing—until they come into conflict 
against each other. Now, Sir, this is the position, this is the attitude 
whiuh India has taken. India has foreseen this conflict, this clash between 
these two forces, and has prescribed the doctrine of truth and non-violence, 
not merely to meet this ugly and inhuman war but to receive the coming 
times also. Therefore, Sir, I do appeal to Honourable Members of the 
European Gi^up to please allow India to remain sensible. If the whole 
of Europe has gone mad, please do not drag India also into madness. 
Leave India alone; let her remain so that she may be able to save 

th(' flyiirr IGnvyic' \v)-(>n the cns!.'^ coTnes That i'^ the' position India-has 
taken today, and that is the reason why I am going to oppose the Finance 
Bill. 

N'rjVv'. Si’’, ! ‘ lid like t(.. -eply to cerlair crit'cisn's which fell from 
my iTieiid, Sir Abdul Halim Ghiiznavi. on the floor of this House. In the 
[list nbic''. in wl' 'Ic of 1 is speecli T find thinv Is only one question 

wbii b calls for i iv'pb . and I ic. l t is m\ part to make :i reply. I do not 

kro".' Ikpn' other tlononi a l)!e .M'mix'rs of tills i louse will reply to him, but 
f rdiab ;vf‘ him a veplv a- ornGiri ■ (o nr' best knnwled enL Sir Abdul Halim 
leicro’d (o tli(' '-i\iir/s oi Shvi Aur. (Bir dn a.nd be referred to the 

MI irr’ made hv Sliri Anrobindo the Sa e of Pondicherry, to the war 

fiii f]. M\ fiimvi has made mia h of this T 'o' (o support thfe argument 
wliiidi ha placed bef tha Housa. Xown 1 m* • tall my friend that 

Ilia aoiitribiitioii mada ]r Sh*'i Vmobii-do is i )t at all i^aonsistent with the 
posiiion. anid attitnd - lak-ni up b^' the ('opo' ss :oid onunciated in this 
Rons''. If in- friend Sir Ahdnl Tbib'at G'm.vn'avi, had stoldied'Maha- 
hharat and otlen* scriptines which Hi-elMs hoki ^lear, he 'would have known 
the philosophy I'f combesv and manners which a Rirdu is required to 
ohservi' in his eapacit, as an individual. Sir, wKen' Shri'A;CiTobindo was 
arrested for a ])olitical offence in 1007. when hei 'was kept in confinement in 
the Alipore Jail, he saw the imaGre of I.ord Krishna in every jail authority, 
in every jail warder, in fact, in every jail official, and also in the Magistrate 
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who tried him. Now, at that time, as a human being, he saw the image of 
Lord Krishna in the jail authority, but today he is something more than a 
human being. I regard him as a trau.scendental existence today. I do 
not know how other Honourable Mimibers m;iy be regarding him, but I 
for one do regard him as a transcendental existence. Such an existence 
sees the image of God even in a Satan. Hut there is a difference between 
the duties of a man as an individual and between a man belonging to a 
particular political association. That is a distinction to which I should like 
to draw the attention of my friend, Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi. If my 
friend hud known this distinction, he would not have referred to the contri¬ 
bution wliich the Sage of Pondicherry is supposed to have made. Now, 
Sir, I would like to invite the attention of my friend, Sir Abdul Halim, 
to one or two instances to support my plea, and these instances 1 have 
taken from the Mahabharat itself. Was it not thatr Lord Krishna in his 
individual capacity who gave help to Duryodhana, the Satan when such 
help was demanded of him, but this he did in his individual capacity; but 
in the capacity of a political leader he came forward in the same breatli 
to destroy Duryodhana and fdl Ids suppoitcrs .... 

Mr. TTmar Aly Shah (North Mc.dras: Muhummadun): That is not 
correct. What is the ust' of importing wrong things and wrong points? 
People who have read and understood the Mahabharat in its Sanscrit 
original would not give such wrong interpretations to its text. 

Lala Sham Lai: That is correct and that is the position; that * he did 
in his individual capacity. Then T want to draw attention to another 
matter. Did not Bhishma Piihamaha bless the Pandavas in his private 
capacity, while, as leader of a political partv, he sided with the Kauravas? 
Is not Mahatma Gandhi makin?? the same distinction? In his personal 
capacity, he is blessing Britain. He savs that he does not want Britain to 
be defeated, he says that he does not want Britain to be 
humiliated. Yet, in his capacity as the leader of a National Party, he 
is at war with Britain, a non-violent war, for the freedom of his country 
with the Government that is appointed hv Britain in this country. That 
is the difference. If Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi had said that Shri 
Aurobindo Ghosh had directed the nation to contribute at the same time as 
he contributed himself, then I would have thought seriously before contra¬ 
dicting my Honourable friend. Let me give a little replv to mv Honour¬ 
able friend, the Commerce Member, who has eharaoterised the Gita as 
one which teaches violence. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Member 
for Commerce and Labour): No, no. 

Lala Sham Lai: If my Honourable friend denies that the Gita teaches 
violence, T will keep silent, but he did say, so far as T remember, that the 
Gita teaches violence. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaawami Mudaliar: Active 
resistance to violence. 

Lala Sham Lai: Nothing can be so incorrect as a statement like this 
characterising that the Gita teaches violence. 
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^r, N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official): Does it teach non-violence? 

Lala Sham Lai: Yes, it does. That is what I am going to tell you. 
Dn the one hand, vou have Mahatma Gandhi who is a scholar in Gita, 
who has written manv pain))hlets on the Gita, wlio has translated the 
■Oita. 

Mr. Umar Aly Shah: Mahatma Gandhi is not a scholar in Gita. 
Were he so, he would not have called his commentary ‘"Anasaktiyoga”, 
which only shows his ignorance of the profound meaning and import of 
the Gita. 

Lala Sham Lai: He has written pamphlets on Gita, he has taken out 
verses from Gita which he is daily reciting in his prayers. On the other 
side, there is Sir Mudaliar who says that Gita teaches violence. (Inter¬ 
ruption.) 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) resumed 

the Chair.] 

Then, Sir, the Gita is being read in ev^ry house, and it is being 
preached in all large gatherings. How many of the readers realise the 
■Gita? So, it is very easy to read, hut it is very difficult to realise the 
spirit of the Gita. This Gita teaches the doctrine of truth and non¬ 
violence, and if I were to cite verses from the Gita and discourse upon 
those verses, I shall make Sir Mudaliar know that the Gita does not teach 
violence or violence in action. It teaches non-violence for a human being. 
If my Honourable friend had carefully read the two Chapters of the Gita, 
namely, the one on the duties of a human disciple and the other on the 
duties of a Divine Teacher, he would have come to know that the Gita 
■does not teach violence at all for a human being. It may be anything for 
a divine force .... 

Mr. Umar Aly Shah: You are wrong Vinasayacha Dushkrutam. 

what does it mean? 

Lala Sham Lai 

“ Paritranaya Sadhunam 
V inasa/yacha Dunhhritam 
Dhanna SatnMhdpanarthaya 
Sambhavami yugi yugi etc. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I must tell the 
Honourable Member that this is no occasion for delivering a lecture on 
Gita. The Honourable Member must deal with the Bill before the House. 

Lala Sham Lai: I am giving a reply to Sir Ramaswami Mudaliar. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Yes, but the Hon¬ 
ourable Member has said quite enough on that subject. 

Lala Sham Lai: On these grounds, I oppose the Finance Bill and 
finish my speech. 

Sardar Sant Singh: We are very much indebted to the last speaker 
for the powerful discourse that he has given us on truth and non-violence. 

n 
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but 1 wish that he had chosen another forum tlian this House. Here we 
deal with hard realities of lite and we have to face facts as they are. 
Our complaint against the present system of Government in India is that 
it ignores the realities of life and enters into that state of mind which does- 
not go to make empires, hut rath«‘r goes to destroy the empire tl\at has 
been made by its predecessors. In tliis case the debate on the Finance 
Bill has been going on for a much longer period than the ordinary budget 
discussion does, and tli.e reason is obvious to all. Because the issues 
involved today are of a far-reaching importance, are of a more lasting 
nature, than a mere increase in taxation or throwing economic burdens 
upon the people. Here questions of high policy as well as how that policy 
is to be worked in practice are before us. This to me is the real signi> 
ficance of the debate on the Supplementary Finance Bill. 

Sir. the confusion that is re.sponsible for the great deal of difference 
of views between those who sit on my left and those of us who sit on 
this side of the House is that, whib^ the Government, the Fjuropean ]\Iem- 
bers and those who are supporting the Government have been stressing 
the need for the successful prosecution of the war, they ignore that India 
does not feel, rather can not feel, much interested in the result of the war 
BO long as the war aims are not clearlv defined hy the British Government 
regarding India's position during the war as we\\ as after the war. The 
confusion is between what is called the aim of the war as distinguished 
from war aims. The aim of the war has never been in doubt. If any 
country is at war with another country, whether the cause he a good one or 
an indifferent one or even an immoral one, the aim has always been one 
ami that is the single aim of winning the war and defeating its opponeht 
whatever the means employed. The means may be fair or foul. The 
war must be won. 


Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Oidney: Everything is fair in love and war. 


Sarddr Sant SiHgh: Very often, it is the former rather than the latter 
4 p. M. >f^ur case. So far as tlie aim of war is concet^ied, there can 
he no two opinions. The aim is that the war must be won. 

As regards the question of non-violence as a creed and non-violence as 
a policy, there have been serious difference of opinion even in Congress 
circle.s. We believe non-violence to be good as a policy and not as a 
creed. I refer here to my own community^ the Sikh community. We 
believe non-violence to be a good policy for the time being but we are not 
believers in non-violence as a creed. I make bold to say this. Situated 
as India is, is it not a good policy for her to follow the path of non-violence? 

be question was put to the Honourable Mr. James by the Deputy Leader 
m the Congress Party whether he wants the country to take to violence. 
Ho avoided answering this question for it is difficulj) to answer and that too 
foi the obvious reason that if We turn to violence, he knOws and everybody 
^ situated as India is, Indians are not able to resist the violence 
Of the Government as against the violence of the peo|de. I again declare 
T a policy is an entirely different thing from non- 
clearlv tt” h'story, the aims of our Gurus were 

life and^siifferPif” Bahadilr who gave his 

r.fe and suffered martyrdom in this Vety city of Delhi, the creed was one 
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of non-violence. But Guru Govind Singh when (ompelled, b\ the con¬ 
tinuous mis-deeds and mis-government of the then Government of the 
time, to raise the standard of revolt sent an ultimatum to Aurangzeb. 
The first couplet that he wrote before taking to violence was this: 

Ohin kar col Haman Hilale bi-g^nzaaht^ 

Halal (\9i griftan ahamsher daat. 

It means: “When things become intolerable and all other policies have 
failed, it becomes lawful to draw the sword When the circumstances 
have developed to such an extent that no other policy can help the nation, 
then it becomes lawful to take the sword in hand. That was the first 
sentence of the ultimatum that he gave to Aurangzeb, who was the head 
of the then Government of India. The same teaching is to be found in 
the jurisprudence of England. I have quoted that, times without number 
on the floor of this House. In the jurisprudence it is laid down that when 
the evils of the Government become so intolerable that the evils of a 
revolution are less than the evils of the established Government, then it 
becomes lawful to rebel. Thus similar conceptions run through two 
different systems of thought. But however, this is not the time to go into 
these principles. I only wanted to explain our attitude towards non¬ 
violence and to emphasise that war cannot be won throu^ non-violence* 

Here we are faced with a serious dilemma at this time of war. Our 
friends on the European Benches as w'ell as the Government cannot deny 
this fact that India has been forced into a not by their own consent 
but bv the consent of others whose possession India is claimed to be. 
What we want you to answer is this. Do you regard India as a valuable 
possession of England or do you want to treat Indians as human beinga 
are treated in any country which is their own. That is the question which 
has been asked so often both on the platform as well as the Press. That 
question has not been answered so far and that question is contained in 
our demand for the war aims. You say that war aims are not defined in 
the middle of the war. Well, may I ask you whether it is not^ a fact 
that the declaration of 1917 was made when the last war was at its height. 
Then we were told that the goal of the British Government in India is the 
gradual realisation of self-government in India. The distance between 
1917 and 1940 is a long one. 

An Honourable Member; Much water has flown down the Jumna since 
then. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Much water has flown down the Jumna, as my 
friend reminds me. 

During the last war, Mr. Lloyd George, the then Premier of England, 
told a Ptess representative in an interview while talking of war aims, 
when he was questioned as to what he proposed to do about India: **If we 
have brains enough to conquer Germany and to establish self-determina¬ 
tion for the smaller nations of the world,’* replied the Prime Minister, 

*‘surely we shall have brains enough to find a solution of India’s difficul¬ 
ties”. Twenty-three years have gone by since then and England has not 
found a solution. 


G 1 
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My friend, the Honourable Mr. F. E. James, told us in his beautifiJ 
and eloquent way that India has been caught in the midstream of consti¬ 
tutional reform. The war has come at such a time when the constitu¬ 
tional theories were being discussed and agitated upon. May I ask him 
why these constitutional theories did not find an answer during the last 
23 years which have elapsed since the termination of the last war. Was 
not that war a war for establishing self-determination for the nations. Why 
was not that principle applied so far as India is concerned and why has 
it been delayed for such a long time, lleally it is a question for serious 
thought. It is true that there should be no embarrassment in your war 
effort when you are fighting for your existence. There is force in that 
argument but will you give us an answer to this. If we listen to this 
argument of yours and go ahead in helping you in the realisation of your 
aim, will it follow that after the war you will do something for India. 
To that question, I do not want to give a reply myself. I will give a 
reply from a hook written by an Englishman and the name of this book 
is *‘0ur War Aims'\ Here he savs: 

“This record is one of our liabilities today. If we are fighting to defend the 
freedom and “peaceful existence” of small nations and of “all freedom loving 
countries”, including our own; if we say, with the Prime Minister, that we are not. 
aiming only at victory “but rather looking beyond it to the laying of a foundation of 
a better international system which will mean that war is not to be the inevitable 
lot of every succeeding generation” how are we to persuade the world that we mean 
business this time when we did not mean business last time ? What chance will 
there be of founding “a better international system” on the morrow of victory 
unless we ourselves make up our minds in advance that it shall he founded and what 
'wc shall do to make sure that its foundations are well and truly laid.” 


An Honourable Member: Who is tlie author^ 

Sardar Sant Singh: Wickham Steed. That is the question. And one 
important question we ask the (rovernment of India; we ask the Govern¬ 
ment of India to make a statement at the end of the Finance Bill that 
'"we have heard the voice of the elected representatives of the country. We 
now realize that the musses do not go with us. We now realize that the 
masses are feeling very much disturbed on account of this war, and we 
want to make this statement and assure Indians that it will be implemented 
after the war." Is such a statement forthcoming? If such a statement 
Is not forthcoming, certainly it is but human for us that we should pause 
^ind consider our position, realize what happened after the last war and 
then frame our policy in accordance with facts as they have already hap¬ 
pened. What would you do if you were Indians and if Indians had the 
'^Gnvernment in their hands? Put yourselves in our position and then 
tell us, phraseology apart—let us stick to the truth, tell the plain truth 
more crudely than you want to at this stage and then decide what is to be 
done. Here again Mr. P. E, James fell into an error when he said, “Could 
we hand over the Government and the pow'er at this time when the majo¬ 
rity is not with the Congress?" All right. Let us take that to be the 
criterion. I accept this as a test. I say, let the same criterion be applied 
so far as the present Government is concerned. Who is with the present 
Govemrnent? Are they willing to take a referendum of Muslims, Hindus 
and Sikhs together, and then, if the referendum results in an over¬ 
whelming majority that this Government does not represent India, will 
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the Government then resign and give place to a national Government? 
So far as your position is concerned, it is hopeless. This Government is an 
out-of-date and obsolete institution and it must be scrapped off. That i& 
the verdict pf all Indians. Today Indians have shown by their attitude 
that they do not like the policy and the programme ot this Government. 
Does the Government, present Government, regard itself as the wisest Gov¬ 
ernment of the age? Wiser than those wdio have been in charge of Hi.s 
Majesty's Government in England? During the last year, how many 
Cabinet changes have taken place? How many Governments have fallen? 
How many new ministers have been taktn in and replaced and win V 
Simply because the country realised the urgent necessity for a change., 
The war cannot be prosecuted unless new and fresh blood is brought into- 
the Cabinet and a new turn and impetus is given to the policy of the Gov¬ 
ernment. Is it not so? But why do you stick to this place when you 
have no policy? You cannot govern the country without the will of the 
people. 

What is the position today. Sir? What has been the consequence of 
the operation of the Defence of India Act? It has meiely forcefully silenc¬ 
ed the Indians. I will like to put it in a more charitable way. The posi¬ 
tion is that Indians have become quite sullen today, they are quite indiffer¬ 
ent. That is the result of the Defence of India Act. Do you like that 
India should remain sullen? Do you think that the war and other speeches 
of those who are habitually with you who generally are known by the 
name of “Toadies’ in this country, do you think their speeches and out¬ 
bursts of steam stir the imagination of the masses? You are mistaken if 
you do so. 

An Honourable Member: Who are you referring to? 

Sardar Sant Singh: 1 am referring to the Government. While the 
Sikhs are with the Government that the war must be prosecuted to its 
successful end, we do want, so far as the ISikh community is concerned 
they have made it clear, that we do want to co-operate with the Govern¬ 
ment in the successful prosecution of the war. We have issued state¬ 
ments, we have told our men in the army that the Sikh community shall 
not tolerate indiscipline in the army, and we have advised them to keep 
to the rules and regulations. But that does not mean that we are satis¬ 
fied with the status of Indians in the country. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: What is wrong with the status of 
Sikhs? 

Sardar Sant Singh: I am telling my friend that this is no time for 
light talk. If you really want to win the moral support of the country, 
then this deadlock in the country must be ended, and the sooner it is- 
done, the better. 

Major Kawab Sir Ahmad Kawaz Khan: How? 

Sardar Sant Singh: That is a question which can be settled by a bold 
statesmanship, by imagination, bv vision, not by tinkering with the pro¬ 
blem here and tinkering with the problem there. If I was sitting on those* 
Benches, I would have told you how to solve it but it is not my business 
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at present to tell you the solution. Even, if I tell you, wiial is the 
guarantee that you will accept it? Sir, the agency that accepts 
this advice lies beyond you and beyond me and beyond even 
the present Government as constituted today. My proposition is 
this, that we must know and we are determined to know, 
whether we be Hindus, Muslims or Sikhs, what shall be the position of 
India. Well, one of my HonoumhU^ friends mildly says, “after the war . 
If I am left to myself, I will say, “No, Sir, today—^not tomorrow, what is 
my position today?*’ This question disturbs me—it haunts me—well 
if I know my today, I wull make my tomorrow^ according to my wishes. 
India wants to develop according to our own wishes. We Nsant to develop 
this country in the manner best suited to the interests of India. We 
therefore, ask the Government and we ask His MMiesty’s Government, 
^‘What is there that prevents you from parting with the real power?" You 
sav. “there are differences in tlie various communities; there are differences 
between the Congress, the Muslim League, the Sikhs and the other minority 
communities'’; It may be so. But curiously enough, all sec^tions are at one 
on this point that the last declaration of His Excellenc'v the Viceroy did 
not contemplate the parting of real power. This runs through the verdicd 
of all three communities. May I ask, “Are you willing to part with that 
power or not?’" You say you cannot unless there is agreement betw'een 
the minorities. Y^et that is a problem which can safely he left to the 
future Government if you really part wdth power. 

Then you describe your war aim at present to be winning of war. 
YY)ur war aim nicons, in effect, the continuance of your present policy by 
means other than negotiations; that is, by the arbitration of force. That is 
your w^ar aim. If that is the meaning of tlte war aim, then yo.ur aim is to 
win this ^var and then to carry on the British Imperialistic policy in India. 
We refuse to subscribe to this war aim. When you say you are fighting 
for democracy, well I believe you. I trust that you are fighting for the 
democracy. But for what democracy? You may be fighting for the demo- 
crncv of Poland, Norway, Holland, Belgium, Denmark and even France. I 
have no quarrel with you. Go on fighting for that democracy. But when 
you ask us to believe that you are fighting for the democracy in India, we 
are entitled to know^ where is the democracy in India? There is none. 
Therefore, you are not fighting for the democracy of India. Had there 
been democracy in India, you could easily have said that you were fighting 
for the democracy in India. But there is no democracy in India and, 
therefore, you are not fighting for the democracy in India. Then, you 
say that you are fighting to bring about a now order in Europe. Well, Sir, 
if y(ni want to draw a new map of Europe, use vour own dra\ving set, pen 
And pencil. I refuse to grant you my drawing set, pen and pencil for 
(Ira wing a new’ map in Europe. There, again. T have no quarrel with you. 
But T would not fight for you. If you wish, T w^ould sympathise with 
>on. What 1 w^ant is this. If you w'ant my set, my pen, my pencil and 
my coloured ink for drawing that map .... 


Mr. Badri Dutt Fande: And my beard. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Please shut up. You are so flippant that you are 
everywhere. If you want to use my set, my pen and 
im mk, then you must have a new order in India as well You want 
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jmoney from me. 1 will give you the money and 1 vyill help you in the 
successful prosecution of the war, but at the same time 1 will ask you 
about myself. Where do 1 stand? The reply comes in two ways. One 
way is that you decline to give your war aim qua India. You refuse to 
tell us what your aim is regarding India. The second reply comes from 
what I see in your day-to-day administration. As soon as the war was 
declared, you created panic in this country, and you are continuing to 
create that panic. The situation tljat you have ci’eated is that because 
of this war we will all be overwhelmed with the advancing forces of Hitler¬ 
ism, Fascism, Bolshevism and what not. India will be involved in this 
war’. 1 say, all right. But look at the way in which you aie utilising 
that panic today. You have created new Departments; >ou have created 
new posts and von have filled them with your own kith and kin. \ou 
have given hiigker salaries and your men have accepted them when their 
relations are fighting for their very existence in Furope. There is only 
one noble exception and that is the Honourable Mr. Jenkins v\ho refused 
to accept a higher salary and who refused to go to a hill station to enjoy 
the cold climate. Barring his case, every one of you has been selfish. 
The (lovernment comes forward and tells us that we must win the war. 
I welcome it. Win the war and I will help you in winning it. But what 
about India’s share in that effort? Is it not a fact that the Siipply Depart¬ 
ment and the Defence Department, where new posts have been created, 
have mostlv filled those posts with English and Anglo-Indian hoys and 
girls when Indians are suffering from starvation owing to acute unemploy¬ 
ment? I put a question to this effect and the information has been denied 
to me. This is the working of the w^ar. You can win our sympathy for 
the prosecution of the war only when you can show that your heart has 
been changed or when you can show by the working of the day-to-day 
.administration that Indians are getting their due share in this effort. 

Sir, ( am oot a htusiuessman but of one thing I am certain and, that 
this that even those who have been your habitual supporters feel that you 
Iwve not phu'/ed your orders with Indians and a racial discriiuuudion is in 
full swing. Is that the way of winning the love of the country? Is that 
the way in which yon can ask us to co-operate if co-operation has any 
dictionary meaning. But what .you mean by co-oj)eration is this: “You 
shall do my will and not your will, and if you carry out my will, I shall 
regard it as co-operation.” If that is the meaning of co-operation, T thiok 
we must hesitate to offer such a co-operatioi>. 

Then, there is the further question: how have you treated this House? 
How' have you treated the Members of the Central Legislature? While in 
other countries, in England, for instance, the Legislatures have been 
freely consulted, members are given infonnation, are invited to secret 
sessions to impart the most secret and important information, we are 
simply ignored. We are not even invited to share your confidence, much 
less deliberation. We have noticed that during the last few years the 
^position of the Central Legislature has been deteriorating from day-to-day. 
There is not a single elected Member who does not feel it. ft should have 
been the business of the Leader of the House to enhance the dignitv of 
this House. His pride should have laid in the fact that he has succeeded 
in enhancing the value, the dignity and the respect of the Members of this 
House. But things are just the reverse. The pride now is in curtailing 
iithe privileges and the rights of this House. 
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Dr. Sir ZiAuddin Ahmad: They have also confiscated our houses in 
Simla. 

Sardar Sant Singh: That is a very minor matter. [ am talking of a 
major issue. I am talking about matters of policy. Why has he done so? 
Because he knows that his leadership does not depend upon his followers. 
His leadership does not depend upon tlie vote of tins House but his leader¬ 
ship continues from an order which comes from a different source. He* 
draws his breath and inspiration from lhat source and that is why lie is not 
interested in the enhancement of the privileges or the reputation of this • 
House. Is it the sort of thing? It reminds me of the story which I was* 
told today. It is a very good lesson for us. One of the Members from 
South Africa in the Eastern Group Conference told a couple of Indians who 
were working in that Conference: “You complain that Indians are being, 
badly treated in Africa, but I find tliut you are treated worse in India 
itself”. That is the impression that iie is taking awuiy from the confer¬ 
ences w’hich are going on in Delhi at this time. Is that the sort of co¬ 
operation which my Honourable friend, Mr. James, wtmts from us? Some 
of us may be willing to co-oi)crate with the Government. Some of us may 
be able to influence a community here or a community there to help the- 
Government in the successful prosecution of the war, but at every step,. 
at every corner you disable such people. You put us in the vvrong. If 
we enter into discussion or argument with a person to persuade him to 
help in the successful prosecution of the war, he turns up and says, “We 
know what your position in the Legislature is. We know what your status* 
and dignity is in the Legislature. You talk of helping this Government". 
That is the position. 

Will not the Government of India open their eyes and change their* 
policy? Here on the floor of the House a definite assurance was extorted 
from the Leader of the House about tlie working of the Defence of Lidia 
Act. During September, 1939, when the Defence of India Act was intro¬ 
duced, T persisted in getting an assurance from the Leader of the House 
who was then piloting the Defence of India Bill that the Act, if passed, will’ 
not he woiked in a tyrannous manner or in a high handed manner. But 
wdiat do I find? In the last Budget Session when I put the question as 
to liow many prosecutions h.*ive taken place under the Defence of India 
Act or action taken under the Defence of India .Vet, he gave me the 
figures only for tlje C’entrally Administered Areas. He refused to give me' 
tin* Hgiires for the [irovinces. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: T have now' obtained 
the figures in answea* to a question which the Honourable Member has put 
down, during this Session. 

Sardar Sant Singh: I am very glad about tlie change that has come • 
over the Honouiuble Member. I w*elcome that change. Under the Defence - 
ot India Act some members of the Provincial Legislature have been 
dt'tained without trial. Their number also 1 expect the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber to give us next lime wdien he answers my question. There is not a- 
single province where the members of the Provincial Legislature have not* 
been proceeded iigainst under the Defence of India Act. Apart Irorii that 
us many as four Members of the ('entral Legislature have been proceeded 
against under the Defence of India Act. It may be more^ (Interruption)- 
My Honourable friend, Mr. Griffiths, says that probably more are coming: 
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in. I£ they go they will go by their own act, not by any action taken by 
the executive authority. That will be the difference. They will go as 
satyagrahis. But the other members have been proceeded against under 
the orders of the executive authorities of the various provinces. 

An Honourable Member; They will not walk into the jail. 

Sardar Sant Singh; Probably they will. It is left to the Leader of the 
Opposition to define their attitude and policy at a suitable time. However, 
the Defence of India Act came out in that light. I think if I mistake not 
the total number of prosecutions and the proceedings taken in India during 
the last six months probably have exceeded similar figures if we turn to 
the Defence of the llealm Act and its working. Why, Sir? What does it 
indicate? The indications and inferences that one is forced to draw from 
this is that the successful prosecution of the war is only possible if the 
per)ple are taken into confidence and the people are made to realise that 
this war is their own war. Without that, any co-operation is impossible. 
The Government did not hesitate to take action against the most respected 
son of India, Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru, against whom a thundering 
sentence of four years has been pronounced and that sentence still remains 
and though its echo has gone beyond the shores of India and have found 
place in the responsible press of Great Britain, yet no action seems to have- 
been taken by this Government. Therefore, Sir, one is at a consideraKTe 
loss to understand what to do with this Government. 

An Honourable Member: Destroy. 

Sardar Sant Singh; .How? That is the trouble. How to destroy this 
Government? However, if the power is transferred and the tables are 
turned the Defence of India Act will be more appropriately applied to that 
side than to this side. The position would not be illogical. Even Sir Arthur 
Moore, the Editor of the Statesman had written a number of articles telling 
us what culpable negligence was shown by the Defence Department and by 
the Government of India in not making preparations for the war. We were 
laughed at when 1 sponsored a liesolution here that motor vehicles and 
mechanical equipments, air force and other things should be manufactured 
in India and India must be made self-sufficient in the matter of defence. 
As the Statesman has said, it is no good being wise after the event. The 
debates show that even the Opposition Members wanted to make India 
self-sufficient in the matter of armaments and defence. But this Govern¬ 
ment disregarded all advice of prudence. Those at whose bidding this 
Government did so, have been turned out of office but this Govern¬ 
ment remains. Is it not a serious change under which Governments in 
other countries have been upset and Governments must have been replaced 
by other more imaginative Governments? This would have happened in 
a country where the executive is responsible to the legislature. We are 
here paying princely salaries to our services and yet the services men are 
most unimaginative. 

Here again, in the matter of this Supplementary Budget, we are asked 
to make sacrifices, we are asked to contribute in the interest of financing 
this war. Quite right. I am one of those who would like to see the suc¬ 
cessful prosecution of the war. Therefore, it is implied that the finances 
must be given for the war if it is to be successfully prosecuted. But what 
about the princely salaries? The budget does not contain a single word' 
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that there will be a cut in salaries. A cut of ten per cent, was decided 
upon during the depression period. In a state of such an acute emergency 
when this war, if my Honourable friend, Mr. James, is coi*rect, is extend¬ 
ing towards India, greater sacrifices are called for in the matter of defence. 
There can be no two opinions about it. But has any indication been given 
that this highly paid bureaucracy and the Civil Servants shall be called 
upon to make a sacrifice of even teji per cent. ? I think it will be perfectly 
justifiabl'e on your part to say, as sonic friends behind me are saying, that 
a cut of 20 or 25 or even 50 per cent, should he imposed in order to defend 
India. We, surely, expected the Honourable Member to tell us what the 
estimated expenditure towards this war is, or what is the total amount 
that it wijl come to when the full force of the war has come. If is no 
doubt very difficult, but as a far-seeing Finance Member he has to look 
ahead and give us some estimate as to what he proposes to do. 

There is one more point that I wish to deal with before I conclude and 
that is that Government probably refuse to transfer any powder to the 
elected representatives of the people on account of the mistrust that has 
been given vent to in some quarters, namely, that they do not know how 
the peojile who come into power will utilise their position so far as the 
prosecution of the war is concerned. 1 think the answer is wTitten in the 
Delhi liesolution of the Congress Committee. They did not stick to the 
principle of non-violence then; they gave an indication that they would 
defend India and defence of India does not mean non-violence and allow¬ 
ing Hitlerism and Fascism a free passage through the Khyber or Baluchis¬ 
tan. A wise statesman would luive at once grasped that opportunity and 
WQuld have made the Congress to stick to its Resolution and defend India. 
Tlfi/ey should have tbrown the responsibility upon the people's repi'esenta- 
tives; they would not only have created a sense of responsibility in the 
persons who- batd come to use their power but would have electrified the 
atmosphere of India for the defence of India. The difficulty in the present 
day relationship is that there is a lack of trust in the Government and in 
the people. That is the real truth. Englishmen do not trust Indians and 
Indians do not trust Englishmen. The deadlock is due to that; the rest is 
mere excuse and pretence. 

Dr. Ziauddfrlk AhmOid: And Indians do not trust each other. 

Sardar Sant Singh: That is wrong, with due deference to Sir Ziauddin. 
These qiiariels will continue so long as real power is not given. Once the 
power is given, it does not need a prophet to foretell that our friends, Mr. 
Jinnah and Mr. Desai will work as smoothly as tw^o bulls yoked together to 
drive a carl. The difficulty is the lack of coniidence among those who 
are in positions of })ower and those wdio want to come in. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Who will drive these two bulls? 

Sardar Sant Singh: The Sikhs. 

Sir, the ])osition is that Government must come forward with a bold 
statement of policy,—no half measures will do,—and that policy is to 
grant India full freedom within the country and trust Indians to defend 
their country to tlie best of their power. So long as a policy of trust does 
cot replace the policy of mistrust, 1 am afraid the differences between the 
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*wo will go on increasing day by day. Philosophical and logical arguments 
of one minority suffering at the hands of other minorities are only there 
•because real power has not been given. Give us real power and we wiU 
.allow you that there is no minority problem in India. 


^ Mr. N. V. OadgU (Bombay Central Division: Non-Muliammadan llural): 
bzr, I rise to oppose this finance Bill. In the course of these four days, 
a number of speeches have been delivered, but I will single out two, be¬ 
cause, in my opinion, they are very remarkable. The first speech is that 
of my Honourable friend, Mr. Griffiths, and the other, that of my Hon- 
*ourable friend, Sir Bamaswami Mudaliar. Mr. Griffiths, if he really under¬ 
stood what the war actually meant to him and to his country, would nob 
have spoken in the manner and in the words in which he spoke here two 
days ago. Tf he were really anxious that India should participate in this 
war, if be vveie really anxious that India should wholeheartedly co-operate, 
the manner in wiiicli he delivered his .speech and the way in which he 
attacked the CVingress Party was the least calculated to achieve that result. 
Instead of trying to convince us and undertaking the discipline and res¬ 
ponsibility of intellectiinl thinking, he went on emotionally and tried to 
approach the problem from the wrong point of view. He told us that in 
-case India did not pai“tiei])ate, Hitler would come; instead of convincing 
us that it was a war wliich would result, not only in the maintenance of 
peace in th^ world, but also result in India’s freedom, he held up a 
gloomy picture and tried to terrorise. T^^t me tell him very freely that 
India has long ago outlived that stage when by terrorising you could get 
help and co-operation from her. He should have been truthhil, he should 
have been intellectual, he should have been honest in a way, and should 
have stated the problem as it was. Instead of doing all that, he, as I 
said, approached the problem from an altogether wrong point of view. 
But he was just like one of those critics who have been very aptly described 
by Sir Norman Angell as emotional—he says: 

“In tlie early slap's of a war, it generally seems to most of as self-evident that 
the only public opinion which matters is the public determination to go through ta 
victory. To be convinced of the justice of our cause, to feel so intensely about 
that there shall be no danger of any failure of national unity, these are assumed to 
be the moral essentials of success. You are for your country, or you are against it. 
As to war aims, the easiest definition is M, Clemenceau’s : Victory. “Realizing the 
isMes of the war*’ means understanding fully the perfidy of the enemy and the 
rightTCousness of our own rouse. Patriotic piopaganda is conceived in those terms. 
Intellectual qualifications of any kind, or any attitude of inquiry, are taken as clear 
in^cation of defective patriotism. It is felt that the surest foundations of national 
flolidarity and the safest guide to policy are to be found, not in discussion and 
argument, but in inten.se feeling; not in comjdex ideas but in simple emotions. Aa 
the movie advertisement of the war play says : “You can’t put up a good fight until 
your blood boils. This film will make it boil.” We feel that boiling blood is the 
b(Bt moral assurance of success.” 


That is the type to which my Houourable friend, Mr. Griffiths, belongs. 
But let me assure him that this eiiiotionalisiii will have no effect so far as 
the Congress Party and the country at large is concerned. Let me remind 
him, and also let me remind the Commerce Member, that it is a fact that 
we do represent here the majority of the Indian people. According to 
the Commerce Member, it may be a forgotten chapter—for the memories 
of the last elections may not be exactly sweet for him. But democratically 
speaking, accepting the democratic standard, so long as we are here and 
«o long as our election stands and our challenge to dissolve the House and 
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order fresh elections is not accepted, the representative character of this 
House, so far as it is available under the present Constitution, cannot be 
challenged; and when we oppose this, we oppose it not individually, not 
merely as a party 47 strong, but we oppose it as representing several cons¬ 
tituencies, and we oppose it as representing a majority in this country. 
Mr. Griffiths said that it is the peculiar habit of the Congress people and 
the Congress leadership that they try to clothe their mundane motives with 
the garb of idealism. 1 do not agree wuth him. But if this description is 
really suitable to any person or any country, I think he may not like it, 
but the fact is that it is bis country which is known all over the world as 
a country, and as a nation which has excelled in the art of hypocrisy. Sir, 
it is not for the first time that the Congress is opposing any participation 
in the w'ar. As early as 1927, in the Madras Session of the Indian National 
Congress, the following Resolution wars passed: Referring to the war pre¬ 
parations, the Resolution said; 


“These preparations for war are not only calculated to strengthen the hold of 
British Imperialism in India, in order to strangle all attempts at freedom, but must 
result in hastening a disastrous war, in which an attempt will be made to make 
India again a tool in the hands of foreign imperialists. 

The Congress demands that these preparations be put an end to: and further 
declares that m the event of the British (Jovernmeiit embarking on any warlike 
adventure and endeavouring to exploit India in it for the furtherance of their 

imperialist aims, it will (>« the duty of the people of India to refuse to take any 

pait in such a war or to co-operate with them in any way whatsoever.*’ 

That was in 1927. Year alter year, this Besolution lias been reiterated 

ruiziiur, the Congress laid down 
charly that no credits must be voted for such a war, and voluntnrv subs¬ 
criptions and war loans must not t)e supported, and all other war' prepa¬ 
rations resisted. It is, therefore, clear that for the last thirteen years 
the Congress has taken a definite attitude, knowing full well the interna¬ 
tional situation, that a disastrous war, practically a world war, was bound 
to come; and in that war the issues involved would not he the freedom 
of India, but that would be a war between the haves and the have-nots. 

Knowing this fill well, the Indian National Congress warned the people 

and warned the Cxovernment also that, when it did materialise, the Indian 
National Congress would take the stand of non-participation and would 
leluse to vote credits. Not only in 19.%, but even in the years lO.??, 1938 
and up to 1939, the Indian National Congress and the All India Congress 
Committee, fnom time to time, pas.sed resolutions in the same or similar 
terms. It is, therefore, not a sni^prise. and it should not be a surprise to 
any one that today, in the month of November, 1940, that the Congress 
for the first time is taking up this attitude of disassociation with war or- 
non-participation. It has a history; and, instead of opposing the Congress, 
when you really want its help, it is much better—statesmanship lies not 
in abuse, but in trying to understand and diagnose the eauses, and, if 
possible, and, if it is in their interest, to remove them. Mr. Griffiths went 
on to say that the Congress pretends to be sometimes violent and some- 
imes non-yiolcnt. That is not really the issue. Violence or non-violence 
18 not the issue; the simple issue which he should have formulated should 
nave been, whether, in the interests of India, the participation of the Indiaa, 
people m this war wholeheartedly will be to their benefit ultimately. If 
ilot, then we have nothing to do with tliat war. That should have been, 
the question formulated. But, as I said, he assumed that it was in the^ 
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interests of India. I propose to analyse later on how this war is not only 
not in the interests of India, but certainly it is not even in the interests 
of the British proletariat and the real British people. Today 1 want to 
answer another objection raised by Mr. Griffiths, that the Congress is try¬ 
ing to take undue advantage of the situation. I want to remind him that 
an Secretary of Stale for India, Lord Zetland said some months ago, 
immediately after the declaration of the war, that the English people are 
susceptible to any honourable and appropriate treatment, and they react 
favourably. This virtue is not peculiarly British. We too are susceptible, 
and if an honourable and appropriate treatment is meted out to us, we 
too will react favourably. But in this country, partic\ilarly even without 
any response from you, the Congress, under the leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi, who is our strength and our pride, has saved you from embarrass¬ 
ment. You complain of embarrassment. I will read just one extract from 
the latest book of Mr. Edward Thompson—“Enlist India for Freedom”. 
Ite says; 

‘Tf Congress had wanted to embarrass iia, they held all the cards, as they well 
knew. They could have ravaged our relations with the United States of America; 
and they could have split our war effort in India from top to bottom. The point is, 
we are in the wrong over this declaring India a belligerent. But the Congress have 
not exploited their chance against us. Not only have Congress leaders treated us 
better than we deserve. India as a whole has been magnanimous towards us. We 
are very lucky to have had at the head of the Congress men who cared .supremely for 
ethical issues and put them above patriotism. There has been statesmanship there 
all along, waiting until we could produce statesmanship here to answer it and work 
with it. What about the Army? I have said that if Congress wanted to embarrass 
us it could have done this here.” 

That was the attitude of the Congress these fourteoi months, and, even 
now, after fourteen months’ deliberation and thinking and waiting, if the 
Congress has taken a further step, it has been so hedged and circumscribed 
as not to embarrass the British Goveniment in their war efforts for their 
existence. Many of us don’t agree with this, because such treatment, such 
magnanimity the English people, anyway the governing class in England 
and their representatives here, do not deserve. . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member can continue his speech on Monday. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Monday, the 
t8th November, 1940. 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur 
Rahim) in the Chair. 

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

(a) Oral Answers. 

Steps for Increase and Distribution of the Shipping Accommodation. 

106. ♦Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce 
Member please state whether Government are aware that the export trade 
is at present hampered for want of shipping accommodation? 

(b) If so, what action have Government taken to increase the 
shipping accommodation for the service of private exporters? 

(c) Are Government aware that the distribution of shipping accommo¬ 
dation is controlled? If so, by whom it is controlled? 

(d) On what principles is this accommodation allotted? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table of this House, or 
send to Members when the Legislative Assembly is not in Session, a 
monthly statement showing tlie total accommodation allotted to each 
group of articles and to exporters? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: (a) Yes. 

(b) The Government are keeping a close watch over the position, so as 
to satisfy themselves, as far as possible, that the available shipping space is 
utilised to the best advantage. 

(c) and (d). Shipping accommodation, so far as British Registered 
shipping is concerned, is controlled by His Majesty's Government. All 
ships on the British Register are being run on account of His Majesty's 
Government's Ministry of Shipping, whose representative in India is 
responsible for the best possible despatch of the vessels and their most eco¬ 
nomical use on the basis of instructions received from the Ministry them¬ 
selves. 

(e) No, as the Government of India do not maintain any statistics of 
accommodation allotted to each group of articles and to exporters. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May^ I know if the Shipping Controller appointed 
by the Government of India is the same person as the SI lipping Controller 
appointed by His Majesty's Government? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: No. 

There is no Shipping Controller appointed by the Government of India. 
There is a Shipping Adviser appointed by the Government of India to ad¬ 
vise the Commerce Department and he is an officer of the Government of 
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India and is different from the Controller of Shipping who is operating on 
behalf of His Majesty's Government. 

Mr T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar: May I know whether Government 
have made any attempt to expand the shipping accommodation? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. E^aewami Mudaliar: I do not 

know what attempt the Government of India are expected to make, Sir, 
but at this time it is not possible to get any additional shipping tonnage. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar: May I know whether any attempts 
have been made to build further ship])ing accommodation and whether the 
Board of Trade at home have opposed such proposals.? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: The 

Government of India have recently come to an agreement with one of the 
companies to afford facilities for laying a ship building yard at Vizagapatarn, 
and to the extent that it is within the power of the Government of India 
they are affording over\ facility for the purpose. 

Mr. K. Santhanam: May I know if Japanese and other foreign shipping 
is taking advantage of this scarcity of accommodation? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: No, un¬ 
fortunately not. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: What happened to the share of the Government of 
India in the enemv sliips captured in the Dutch Bast Indies, and to what 
use they are being put now^^ 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: The 

Government of India have no share in the enemy ships captured in the 
Dutch Bast Indies. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Is it a fact that since April there has 
been a growing diminution in the accommodation of shipping? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: It is a 

fact that accommodation for privafe car"o. apart from what is termed as 
priority or Governmental carcfo, to the United Kingdom, is not as satisfac¬ 
tory since April as W’e hoped that it would be. 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: With regard to part (d) of the question, may 
I know wdiether the Government of India have got information, as to on 
what principles this accommodation is allotted? 


The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: T Under¬ 
stand the first basic nrinciple is the question of priority for Governmental 
^cargo which is dictated by the Ministry of ShJ'pping. 


Sir H. P. Mody: Has anv attemntibeen madenbo eciavure (shipping 'from 
meutral countries like the Dutch Ea^t iMdies? T understand that there is a 
pos8i|)ility of acquiring ships. 
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Hr. E. James: The Dutch East Indies is not neutral. 

Sir H. P. Mody: If it is not neutral, so much the worse for it, but the 
Dutch East Indies are specifically mentioned as a possible source of supply 
of ships. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaawami Mudaliar: Those 
ships are operated by the present Dutch Government. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Have tlie Government of India re})resented to His 
Majesty's Government that in the enemy ships which they captured in the 
Dutch East Indies and whicli were workinj^ in the eastern waters, the 
Government of India should liave some share owing to tlie general shortage 
of shipping? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: No ship 
has been captured by His Majesty’s Government from the Dutch East 
Indies. Those ships which operate in the Dutcli East Indies come under 
tlie control of tlie Dutch Government and it is possible that by some 
arrangement between His Majesty’s Government and the present Dutch 
Government those ships are being operated. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Is it not a fact that a considerable 
tonnage of shipping from Norway and Denmark has come into the hands of 
the British Government? Have the Government of India tried to avail 
themselves of the opport^unity of increasing their shipping accommodation 
in this? Have they been in communication with the Home Government 
In that respect? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Kamaswami Mudaliar: I am not 

aware of what neutral tonnage has come to the possession of His Majesty's 
Government, hut that is obviously by arrangement with neutral countries. 

Steps for Increasing the Export Trade of India. 

107. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: fa) Will the Honourable the Commerce 
Mendier be pleased to lay on tlic table a statement describing the action 
he has taken to increase the export .trivle in view of the cessation of Indian 
exports to European countries? 

(b) Have Government got any organisation competent to initiate pro¬ 
posals for inaugurating trade agreements with other countries? 

(c) Have Government studied the problem in the light of similar 
organisations e^^isting in other countries? 

fd) Is there any agreement made by the Government of India at their 
own initiation 7 

(e) Have Ggyernment got any organisation to examine the effect of 
existing agreements and the need for their revision? 

The,Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir,A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: (a) I lay 

on the table a statement giving a summary of the aotiori taken. 

(b) and (e). Yes, Sir. The Commerce Department off the Government 

-of India. . , . . 

(c) The f^^uestion has bepn |^Q^eraUy J^;j^arnined-in the past. 

(d) Yes. 
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Statement of action taken mitk a view to stimulating Ii*dia*8 export trade. 

(1) Constitution of an Export Advisory Council, one of whose functions is to make 
recommendations regarding the methods of expanding the export trade of this country. 

(2) Deputation of Dr. Gregory and Sir David Meek to America to study the prospect* 
of increasing Indian Trade with that country. 

(3) Appointment of an Indian Government Trade Commissioner in Australia. 

The question of appointing Trade Commissioners in some other countries is als(> 
under consideration. The Government of India are also utilising the opportunity of 
having exploratory talks with some of the delegations attending the Eastern Group 
Conference as regards new opportunities for mutual trade. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar: Is it a very long statement? Can it 
not be read? 

o 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: I have no 
objection to reading the statement. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Unless it is a long 
one. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: It covers 

a full page. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ghettiar: It is an important question, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Then the Honour¬ 
able Member can read it out. 


The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Very 
well, Sir, 

(Bends the Statement.) 


Mr. K. Santhanam: May I know if the mission headed by Dr. Gregory 
and somebody else has resulted in the prospect of having negotiations for a 
trade treaty between the United States and India? 


The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: The 

report of Dr. Gregory and Sir David Meek is being considered by the 
Government of India and I hope to place that report before the Export 
Advisorv Council which meets at Calcutta in January next year. As a 
result of discussions in that Council the question of whether a trade mission 
should go or a trade agreement should be entered into will arise. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar: Mav I know whether the Govern¬ 
ment of India have anv communications with the Provincial Governments 
on the subject of curtailment of acreage areas under commercial crops? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: I have 

circulated to Provincial Governments and to commercial bodies a statement! 
that T made to the Export Advisory Council at the last meeting in Bombay, 
wherein the question of the curtailment of acreage of commercial crops 
comes in incidentally as one of the possible means by which a fall in prices 
of these commodities may be averted. 

Mr. Manu SubMar: Mav I know whether any attempt is being made by 
the Government, either in the Commerce Department or in the Finance 
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Department, to induce the Keserve Bank of India to put up a few crores of 
rupees free of interest to those holders of commodities where the commodity 
prices have fallen very low, in order that the prices may be sustained and 
there may not be any furthe*r Ifall? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: As 1 

said, the question of the prices of those commodities which have suffered 
owing to the loss of export markets is under consideration. I cannot now 
say what positive steps the Government of India may take in this matter. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Have His Majesty’s Government offered to purchase 
the whole of the jute crop of India as they have offered to purchase the 
whole cotton crop of Egypt? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: No, Sir. 

Mr. K. Santhanam: Have any steps been taken to have a trade mission 
to South America? Now that a British trade mission has already gone 
there, does it contain any representatives from India? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: The 

question of promoting trade with both parts of America will arise on a 
consideration of the report of Dr. Gregory and Sir David Meek. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: May I know if the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber IS aware that staple crop such as jute of the quantity of one crore 
and forty lakhs of bales now awaits disposal, and will Government take 
any steps to find a market for it as European markets are now practi¬ 
cally closed against it? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar; We 

have been very actively considering this question and I had the privilege 
of more than one talk with the Ministers from Bengal who have just 
now come over here and possibly we m.ay be in a position to issue a 
communique on the subject this afternoon. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: What will be the line that the Honourable Member is 
likely to pursue to see that the prices of cotton do not go down much 
below the ordinary level? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: I have 
indicated in the extract which was circulated to various Provincial Gov¬ 
ernments and commercial organisations that the four commodities on 
which primary consideration will be bestowed by the Government of India 
are jute, cotton, ground-nuts and wheat. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: With reference to part (d) of the question, 
whet are the countries with which the Government of India carried on 
trade agreements on their own Initiation? 

The Honourable Diwan Bidiadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Greece 
in 1926, Poland in 1931, Brazil in 1932, Burma in 1937, the Union of 
Bonth Africa in 1938, Japan in 1934 and as my Honourable friend knows 
•bf present trade negotiations are pending with Japan and with Burma 
even now, I hope, with Ceylon. 
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Officebs aud Ministerial Staff of the Labour Department who movbid 
UP TO Simla last Summer and Expenditure incubred in the Move. 
108. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable t^ie Ijabour Member 

please state: 

(i) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks of his 

Department who moved up to Simla with the (joverninent 
of India camp othces in April 1940; 

(ii) the number of officers who accompanied the camp office to 

Simla ; 

(lii) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks who 
were called up in each month during last summer to Simla 
and the perio<l for which they were called and why; 

(iv) the number of staff and the officers, separately, who were, re¬ 

quired to attend duties at Simla and New Delhi, and how 
many times each went to Simla, and what was the period of 
his stay on each occasion; and 

(v) the total cost on account of the last move from and to New 

Delhi of his Department under the following heads: 

(1) travelling allowance, etc.; 

(2) house rent allowance; 

(il) daily allowance; 

(4) all other expenditure m this connection ? 

(b) What efforts do Government propose to make to curtail the expendi¬ 
ture on account of the move of the camp office of this Department? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Hamaswami Mudaliai: (a) A 

statement giving the required information is laid on the table. 

(b) The expenditure incurred in connection with the move of the 
camp office of this Department is the minimum and no reduction is 
practicable. ^ 


iStatement. 


(o).— 

(i) The number of Superintendents, 
Assistants and clerks of the Deport¬ 
ment of Labour who moved up to 
Simla with the Government of India 
camp offices in April 1940. 

(it) The number of officers who accom¬ 
panied the camp office to Simla. 

(tit) The number of Superintendents, 
Assistants and clerks who were called 
up in each month during last sum- 
mer to Simla and the period for 
which they were cedled and why. 


Two clerks. 


Four. In addition, one officer was appoint¬ 
ed in Simla in June 1940. 

April.— 1 Assistant for three weeks in order 
to facilitate the disposal of certain imme¬ 
diate work; 

May.—Nil; 

June.—Five. One Assistant and two clerks 
for the rest of the season to deal with the* 
now work which devolved on this Depart¬ 
ment in consequence of the war ; 

1 Assistant for 8 days and 1 Assistant for 
1 day, in order to facilitate the disposal of 
certain immediate work; 

•^uly.—1 Assistant for 1 day for the reason^ 
stated above; 
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(iv) The number of staff and the officers, 
separately, who were required to 
attend duties at Simla and New 
Delhi, and how many times each 
went to Simla, and what was the 
period of his stay on each occasion. 


(v) The total cost on account of the 
last move from and to New Delhi of 
the Department of Labour under the 
following heads :— 

(1) travelling allowance, etc. 

(2) house rent allowance 


August.—Four, One Assistant and one 
clerk for the rest of the season to deal with 
the increased volume of work connected 
with war; 

1 Assistant for 4 days and 1 clerk for 2 days 
in connection with the formation of the 
Court of Enquiry constituted under the 
Trade Disputes Act, 1929. 

September and October.—Nil. 

Officers.—Nil. 


Staff.—The required information is shown in 
the preceding part. One person went 
to Simla twice for one day on each oecav 
sion, and the rest went only once, except 
a person who was called to Simla a 
second time for the rest of the season. 


Rs. 5,90a 
Rs. 1,260 
Rs. 400 
Rs. 2,660 


(3) daily allowance .... 

(4) all other expenditure in this connection 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know if this list shows how much 
saving was made on account of the Superintendents, Assistants and 
clerks not being taken to Simla? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: This 

statement will show the expenditure incurred in the last year. 

Conferences, Committees or Sub-Committees held at Simla last Summer 

UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT. 

109. *Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
please state; 

(a) the names of the different conferences, committees or sub¬ 

committees held at Simla during the last summer season 
under the control of his Department; 

(b) the name of the chairman or presidents of each of such com¬ 

mittees, etc.; 

(c) the names of Government Members stationed at Simla and who 

were required to attend such conferences, etc.; 

(d) the number of members who came to Simla from outside to 

attend the meetings of such conferences, etc., and the total 
cost on account of their travelling and other charges paid 
by Government; 

(e) the number of ministeriar staff sent for from New Delhi to 

attend to the requirements^ of such conferences, etc., and the 
expenditure on their travelling, eto., and other charges; 

, (f) the savings in each case if'the mei^tings of these conferences, 
etc., had been held at New Dfelhi; 


1 
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[g) the reasons for holding each of these conferences, etc., at Simla 

and for incurring expenditure on account of payment of 
travelling allowance and other charges to the members who 
came to attend from outside; and 

(h) whether he proposes to curtail the expenditure on account of 

all of these conferences, etc., by holding their meetings at 
New Delhi instead of Simla in future; if not, why not? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: (a) to 

(c). A statement is laid on the table. 

(d) and (e). A member of the Technical Training Enquiry Committee, 
accompanied by his stenographer, went from New Delhi. His tours to 
Simla were not how'cver solely connected with the work of the Com¬ 
mittee. He had also to attend to other departmental work in Simla. 
The travelling allowance, etc., of this member and his stenographer 
amounted to Rs. 562 and Rs. 45 respectively. 

(f) and (g). Nil. As all the members of both Committees except 
one were stationed at Simla, it would have been more expensive if the 
meetings had been held at New Delhi. 

(h) Does not, therefore, arise. 


Name of Committee. 


1. Committee appointed to 
investigate the need 
for the compulsory 
recruitment of skilled 
personnel in India. 


Statement, 


Names of persoimel. 


Chairman, 

The Honourable Mr. M. S. A. Hydari, 

C. I.E., I.C.S., Secretary, Department 
of Labour. 

Members. 

General Sir Koger C. Wilson, K.C.B., 

D. S.O., M.C., Adjutant General in 
India. 

The Honourable Sir Alan Lloyd, C.S.I., 
C.I.E., I.C.S., Secretary, Department 
of Commerce. 

A representative of the Air Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief in India. 

A representative of the Railway Board. 
Mr. C. K. Rhodes, C.t.E., I.C.S., Estab¬ 
lishment Officer to the Government 
of India. 

Commander J. Ryland, R.T.N., Naval 
Liaison Officer. 


Officers stationed 
at Simla who were 
required to attend 
meetings of the 
Committee. 


All. 


2. The Technical Training 
Enquiry Committee. 


Chairman. 

1. The Educational Commissioner with 
the Government of India. 


Members. 

2. A representative of the Director of ^ 

Civil Aviation in India. j 

.3. A representative of the Master 
General of Ordnance. , 

4. A representative of the Railway All except No.'2. 
Board. 

6. A representative of the Air Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief in India. 

6. A representative of the Adjutant- 
General in India. 
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Sardar Sant Singh: I do not want to ask questions Nos. 110 to 114, 
but 1 want to ask No. 116. 

^ The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: May 

1 make a submission. I am quite prepared to answer all the questions 
of the Honourable Member as put down in the list, but I understand 
that according to a ruling of yours, only the first five questions can be 
answered. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): That is so. The 
Honourable Member must ask the questions in the order in which they 
have been put down. 

Additions and Alterations carried out in Perfunctory Manner in 
Certain “ D ” Type Orthodox Quarters in New Delhi. 

110. * Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
please state whether an inspection was made by any officer or officers of 
the Central Public Works Department of the additions and alterations 
carried out last summer in D type of orthodox clerks* quarters in the 
D. I. Z. area of New Delhi? If so, what rank did the officer hold? 

(b) Did this officer inspect each quarter? If not, what was the 
method of inspection adopted by him? 

(c) Is the Honourable Member aware that the said alteration work 
was done very hastily and crudely, for example: 

(i) the kutcha floor of the courtyards w^as not properly levelled 

and pressed before bricks were laid on, which have sunk and 
are sinking in places in most of the courtyards and water 
remains standing and can only be cleared off with consider¬ 
able difficulty; 

(ii) the plaster of the roofs laid over the galleries in these quarters 

has not been properly levelled and shows very rough sur¬ 
face; ar^ 

(iii) the stone slabs placed over the drains which pass through 

these galleries have not been properly fitted and cause in¬ 
convenience when anybody walks on them? 

(d) Were any complaints made to the Executive Engineer, ‘B’ Divi¬ 
sion, either verbally or in writing, about the state of the work done? 
If so, was any action taken by him in the matter? If so, what? If not, 
why not? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: (a) 

Yes. The work was inspected by the Chief Engineer, the Superintend¬ 
ing Engineer, II Circle, and the Executive Engineer, New Delhi ‘B’ 
Division. 

(b) No. The last mentioned officer inspected the majority of the 
quarters and the other officers inspected some of them at reasonable in¬ 
tervals. 

(e) No, but I will call for a report. 

(d) I understand that the complaints received were attended to. 
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Use of Government Furniture by Certain Chowkidars engaged by 
THE Central Public Works Department. 

111. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
please state whether he is aware that during last summer the Central^ 
Public Works Department engaged a number of chowkidars and lodged 
them in certain D type of orthodox clerks’ quarters in the D. 1. Z. area 
of New Delhi, in order to look after Government furniture, etc., lying, 
in unoccupied quarters? 

(b) Were any of these chowkidars allow'ed to use Government 

furniture, chairs, cots, etc.? If so, under whose orders? Is thi» 

use permissible? 

(c) If these chowkidars were not allowed the use of Government 
furniture officially, will the Honourable Member please state whether any 
reports were made in writing to the Executive Engineer, ‘B’ Division, 
that some of these chowkidars were making use of Government furni¬ 
ture? If so, did the Executive Engineer take any action in the matter?* 

If 90, with what results? 

(d) If any chowkidar contravened Government orders in this respect,, 
w’as any of them punished, and if so, in what manner? 

(e) Were any complaints made against any chowkidar for misbehaviour 
towards tenants living in the area? If so, was any action taken in the 
matter? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: (a) 

Yes. 

(b), (c) and (e). No. 

(dj Does not arise. 

Neglect of Planted Trees and Maintained Lawns in the D. I. Z. Area 

OP New Delhi. 

112. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour 
Member please state the year or years in which the planting of trees 
took place in front of the D type of orthodox clerks’ quarters in the 
different squares in the D. I. Z. area of New Delhi, along the roads 
running through these squares and on the lawns there, e.g., Ibbetson 
Road, Maud Road, Market Road, etc.? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member please state the year in which trees 
were planted along Market Road, Reading Road, Talkatora Road, Baird 
Road, etc.? 

(c) Is the Honourable Member aware that in most of the squares, either 
there are no trees, or the trees that are there, are of a stunted growth? 

(d) What was the object of planting trees on the roadsides and 
squares, and is that object fulfilled without any trees or with trees of 
stunted growth? 

(e) Is the Honourable Member aware that the lawns in these squares 
are not properly maintained? 

(f) Will the Honourable Member please state the number of various 
grades of outdoor employees of the Horticulture Division, e.^., Sub- 
Divisional Officers, overseers, malis, etc.? 
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The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A* Bamaawami Mudaliar: (a) 

Prior to and during 1921-22. 

(b) Prior to 1916-17. 

(c) I am informed that this is not a fact. 

(d) lo provide shade and for aesthetic reasons. In view of my r<?ply 
to part (c) the latter part of this question does not arise. 

(e) I am also informed that this is not a fact. 

(f) A Statement giving the information is laid on the table. 


Statement. 


Dosignation. 

Sub-Divisional Officers 
Executive Subordinates 
Horticultural Subordinates 
Supervisor, Irrigation Water Supply 
Labour Verifier 
Garden Chowdhried 
Mistries, fitters, etc. 

Malin ..... 


Number. Remarks. 

2 

2 

6 

1 

1 

12 

139 

1,600 The number varies 
to with the season. 

1,800 


Mr. M. S. Aney: With reference to the reply to part (c), may T know 
if the Honourable Member himself is aware of the fact that there are 
no trees or the trees there are in some of these squares are of stunted 
growth. Is he himself aware of this fact? He said ‘I am told’. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: I 

framed my reply deliberately in that form, as 1 have not myself made 
sure of this fact by going round these places, as soon as 1 received 
notice of this question. I am informed that this is not a fact. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: May 1 ask if the Honourable Member will himself 
make an inquiry and give a better reply later on? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: I 

shall certainly make an inquiry but I cannot guarantee a better reply. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Pahim): The answers to 
the rest of Sardar Sant Singh’s questions will be laid on the table. 

Delay in the Annual Repairs of Certain “ D ” Type Orthodox Quarters 

IN New Delhi. 

fll3. ^Sardai' Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
please state whether it is a fact that in previous years, all the D type of 
orthodox quarters in the D. T. Z. area of New Delhi used to be kept ready 


to tfhir question laid on the table, the questioner having exhausted hia- 

qnotak. 
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for occupation before the Government of India staff moved down from 

Simla? 

(b) Is the Honourable Member aware that this year, a large number of 

quarters permanently occupied in the said area remains without complete 

whitewashing, etc. ? 

(c) Is the Honourable ^leinber aware that in a number of quarters, 

whitewashing has not been done completely, or if whitewashing has been 

<}onipleted, the other cleaning work of the woodwork etc., has not been 
carried out? 

(d) Will the Honourable Member please state the reasons for this 
inordinate delay in annual repairs of the said quarters? 

(e) What was tlie method of giving out contract for whitew'ashing, etc., 
in previous years? Was it that the contract was given out to a number of 
contractors ? 

(f) Is it a fact that the contract has this year been given to one big 
contractor? 

(g) Is the Honourable Meml>cr aware that whitewashing is being 
carried out in a very unsatisfactory manner, e.q., patches, etc., on the waHs 
are not cleaned, lime used is very thin which easily and quickly dis¬ 
appears ? 

(h) Is the Honourable Member aware that the soorkhi spread on the 
footpaths in front of quarters is very thinly laid and has not been properly 
pressed ? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: (a) 
Tea. 

(b) All the quarters have been white-vv^ishcd except a few where the 
tenants would not allow the work to be (‘arried out for one reason or 
the other. 

(c) I understand that all tlie work has been completed. 

(d) There has been no delay. 

(e) Contracts were awarded to contractors after inviting tenders. 
The contract for repairs to one class of residences was always given to 
one contractor. 

(f) Yes. 

(g) and (h). I am not aware that the work has been indifferently 
performed but I will look into the Honourable Member’s allegation. 

Hedges planted on the Lawns pacing the Orthodox Quarters on the 
Irwin Road in New Delhi. 

fll4. *Saxdar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
please state whether he is aware that in. front of the C type of orthodox 
quarters on Irwin Road there was only a narrow strip of lawn for the 
convenience of the tenants? 

(b) Is he further aware that recently hedges have been planted on 
these lawns? 

(c) Is he aware that objection was raised by some of the tenants to the 
effect that the hedges should be planted at the edge of the lawn towards 

t Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner having exhausted hU 
. quota,, 
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the road, leaving the whole of the lawn free, but this was not done and a« 
fairly wide portion of the lawn facing the road has been left beyond the- 
hedges and the lawn has thus been further narrowed? 

(d) Is the Honourable Member prepared to take action in the matter* 
and have the hedges placed at the edge of the lawn, just as has been done 
in Telegraph Square, Telegraph Place, Diaz Square, Baird Boad, Minto^ 
Eoad Area, etc. ? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Eamaswami Mudaliar: (a> 

The lawns are not as wide as others. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) and (d). No. The hedges have been planted aloiig the road side 
drains and in line with the boundaries of the quarters mid the same 
principle has been followed in the case of the Squares ineriti< 3 ned by tha- 
Honourable Member. 

Officers and Ministerial Stafe op the Defence Co-ordination Depart¬ 
ment WHO MOVED UP TO SiMLA LAST SuMMER AND EXPENDITURE IN¬ 
CURRED IN THE Move. 

1115. ♦Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Leader of the 
House please state: 

(i) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks of Defence 
Co-ordination lDcf)artment who moved up to Simla with the 
Government of India camp offices in April 1940; 

(ii) the number of officers who accompanied the camp office to 
Simla; 

(iii) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks who were 

called up in each month during last summer to Simla and the 
period for which they were called and why; 

(iv) the number of staff and the officers, separately, who were 

required to attend duties at Simla and New Delhi, and how 
many times each went to Simla, and what was the period of 
his stay on each occasion; and 

(v) the total cost on account of the last move from and to New Delhi 

of his Department under the following heads: 

(1) travelling allowance, etc.; 

(2) house-rent allowance; 

(3) daily allowance; and 

(4) all other expenditure in this connection? 

(b) What efforts do Government propose to make to curtail the expendi¬ 
ture on account of the move of the camp office of this Department? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: (a) (i) One Super¬ 
intendent, three assistants and four clerks. 

(ii) Two. 

(iii) and (iv). None. 

t Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner having exhausted his^ 
quota. 
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(y) (1) Bs. 4,023-15-0. 

(2) Ks. 4,203-9-0. 

(3) Nil. 

(4) Bs. 1,196-5-0. 

(b) In considering the requirements of the Department before the next 
Simla season every regard will be had for economy. 

' Coneerenoes, Committees or Sub-Committees held at Simla last Summer 
UNDER the Control of the Defence Co-ordination Department. 

tll6« *Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Honourable the Leader of the 
House please state: 

(a) the names of the different conferences, committees or sub¬ 

committees held at Simla during the last summer season 
under tlie {‘ontrcl the Defence Co-ordination Department; 

(b) the name of the chairman or presidents of each of such coir)- 

mittees, etc.; 

(c) the names of Government Members stationed at Simla and who 

were required to attend such conferences, etc.; 

(d) the number of members who came to Simla from outside to 

attend the iiieetings of such conferences, etc., and the total 
cost on account of their travelling and other charges paid h\ 
Government; 

(e) the number of mitiisterial staff sent for from New Dellii ti; 

attend to the requirements of such conferences, etc., and 
the expenditure on their travelling, etc., and other charges; 

(f) the savings in each case if the meetings of these conferences, 

etc, had been held at New Delhi; 

(g) the reasons for holding each of these conferences, etc., at Simla 

and for incurring expenditure on account of payment ot 
travelling allowance and other charges to the members who 
came to attend from outside; and 

(h) whether he proposes to curtail the expenditure on account of all 

of these conferences, etc., by holding their meetings at Nh.^w 
Delhi instead of Simla in future; if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: (a) None. 

(b) to (h). Do not arise. 

' Officers and Ministerial Staff op the Department of Education, Heai.th 
AND Lands and its Attached and Subordinate Offices who moved 
UP to Simla last Summer and Expenditure incurred in the Move. 

1117. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Secretary for Education, Health 
and Lands please state: 

(i) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks of his 

Department and attached or subordinate offices who moved 
up to Simla with the Government of India camp offices in 
April 1940; 

t Answer to this question laid on the table, the qtiestioner haring exhausted his 
quot 0 „ ® 
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(ii) the number of officers who accompanied the camp c^ije to 

Simla; 

(iii) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks who were 

called up in each month during last summer to Simla and the 
period for which they were called and why; 

(iv) the number of staff and the officers, separately, who were 

required to attend duties at Simla and New Delhi, and hou ' 
many times each went to Simla, and what was the period oi 
his stay on each occasion ; and 

(v) the total cost on account of the last move from and to New 
Delhi of his Department under the followin',' heads : 

(1) travelling allowance, etc.; 

(2) house-rent allowance; 

(3) daily allowance; tind 

(4) all other expendituie in this connection? 

(b) What efforts do Government propose to make to curtail the expen- 
xditure on account of the move of the camp office of this Department? 


• 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) (i). Three Superintendents, 12 Assistants and 
9 clerks moved up to Simla with tlie Government of India Camp Offices 
in April 1940. I would add that during June and July further staff total¬ 
ling 2 Superintendents, 10 Assistants and 15 clerks had to be transfeiTed 
to Simla for work in the Department and attached and subordinate 
offices. 

(ii) Ten officers accompanied the camp office to Simla in April. Four 
officers moved to Simla in June and July and seven officers were per¬ 
mitted to recess in Simla for varying periods. One officer joined in Simla 
in August. 

(iii) and (iv). The information is being compiled and will be supplied 
when ready. 

(v) The total cost is as follows: 

Rs. 

(1) Travelling Allowance ... ... 26,613 

(2) House-rent and compensatory allow'ances ... 9»780 

(6) Daily allowance ... ... ... 4,848 

(4) Other Expenditure ... ... ... 13,454 

(b) Th^ requiirelnents of the Departittent will be reviewed afresh before 
next season with due reard to economy. 
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CONFBBBNOBS, COMMITTBBS OB SUB-COMMITTBBS HELD AT SIMLA LAST SUMMBB 

UHDBB THB CONTROL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, HbaLTH AND> 

Lands. 

f 118. *Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Secretary for Education, Health and 
Lands please state: 

(a) the names of the different conferences, committees or sub¬ 

committees held at Simla during the last summer seasoni 
under the control of his Department; 

(b) the name of the chairman or presidents of each of such 

committees, etc.; 

(c) the names of Government Members stationed at Simla and who 

were required to attend such conferences, etc.; 

(d) the number of members who came to Simla from outside to 

attend the meetings of such conferences, etc., and the total 
cost on account of their travelling and other charges paid by 
Government; 

(e) the number of ministerial staff sent for from New Delhi to 

attend to the requirements of such conferences, etc., and the 
expenditure on their travelling, etc., and other charges; 

(f) the savings in each case if the meetings of these conferences, etc., 

had been held at New Delhi? , 

(g) the reasons for holding each of these conferences, etc., at Simla 

and for incurring expenditure on account of payment of 
travelling allowance and other charges to the members who 
came to attend from outside; and 

(h) whether he proposes to curtail the expenditure on account of all 

of these conferences, etc., by holding their meetings at New 
Delhi instead of Simla in future; if not, why not? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson; (a) to (f). A statement giving the information 
available is laid on the table. 

(g) and (h). Almost all these meetings were held under the aegis 
of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Kesearch and of the Director 
General, Indian Medical Service. 

The meetings convened by the Imperial Council of Agricultural 
Research were held at the Headquarters of Government in accordance 
with the standing practice. In future, meetings of the Advisory Board and 
committees will, as far as convenience permits, be held at Delhi. 

The meetings convened by the Director General, Indian Medical Ser¬ 
vice, were held at Simla because most of the officers concerned were 
already there. Extra expense would be incurred for no countervailing 
advantage if these meetings were held away from the Headquarters of 
Government. 


t Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner having exhausted hi» 
guotew 
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Ofbiobes AND Ministerial Staff of the Legislative Department who 
MOVED UP TO Simla last Summer and Expenditure incurred in thb 
Move. 

fll9. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Leader of the 
House please state: 

(i) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks of the Legis¬ 

lative Department who moved up to Simla with the 
Government of India camp offices in April 1940; 

(ii) the number of officers who accompanied the camp office to Simla; 

(iii) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks who were 

called up in each month during last summer to Simla and the 
period for which they were called and wEy; 

(iv) the number of staff and the officers, separately, who were re¬ 

quired to attend duties at Simla and New Delhi, and how 
many times each went to Simla, and what was the period of 
his stay on each occasion; and 

(v) the total cost on account of the last move from and to New Delhi 

of his Department under the following heads: 

(1) travelling allowance, etc.; 

(2) house-rent allowance; 

(3) daily allowance; and 

(4) all other expenditure in this connection? 

(b) What efforts do Government propose to make to curtail the expem- 
diture on account of the move of the camp office of this Department? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan: 


(a) (i) Superintendents ... ... ... 1 

Assistants ... ... ... ... 6 

Clerks ... ... ... ... 6 

Total ... 32 


In addition to the above, 5 Personal Assistants and Stenographers 
moved up to Simla. 

(ii) 7 (excluding the Honourable Member). 

(iii) Nil. 

(iv) Nil. 

(v) (1) Rs. 9,371 approximately. 

(2) Rs. 2,537 approximately. 

(3) Nil. 

(4) Rs. 5,338 approximately 
Total Rs. 17,246 approximately. 

(b) No reduction in the expenditure relatable specifically to the move 
of the camp office of the Legislative Department is feasible. 

Conferences, Committees or Sub-Committees held at Simla last 
Summer under the Control of the Legislative Department. 
fl20. ♦Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Honourable the Leader of the 
House please state: 

(a) the names of the different conferences, comrhittees or sub¬ 
committees held at Simla during the last summer season 
under the control of the Legislative Department; 

fAnswer to this question laid on the table, the questioner having exliausted hi« 
quota 
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(b) the name of the chairman or presidents of each of such 

committees, etc.; 

(c) the names of Government Members stationed at Simla and who 

were required to attend such conferences, etc.; 

(d) the number of members who came to Simla from outside to 

attend the meetings of such conferences, etc., and the total 
cost on account of their travelling and other charges paid by 
Government; 

(e) the number of ministerial staff sent for from New Delhi to attend 

to the requirements of such conferences, etc., and the expen¬ 
diture on their travelling, etc., and other charges; 

(f) the savings in each case if the meetings of these conferences, etc., 

had been held at New Delhi; 

(g) the reasons for holding each of these conferences, etc., at Simla 

and for incurring expenditure on account of payment of 
travelling allowance and other charges to the members who 
came to attend from outside; and 

(h) whether he proposes to curtail the expenditure on account of all 

of these conferences, etc., by holding their meetings at New 
Delhi instead of Simla in future; if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: (a) No conferences 
or committees with which the Legislative Department was concerned 
were held at Simla during the last summer season. 

(b) to (h). Do not arise. 

Officers and Ministerial Staff of the Political Department who moved 
DP TO Simla last Summer and Expenditure incurred in the Move. 

tl21. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Leader of the 
House please state: 

(i) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks of the Poli¬ 

tical Department who moved up to Simla with the Government 
of India camp offices in April 1940; 

(ii) the number of officers who accompanied the camp office to 

Simla; 

(iii) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks who were 

called up in each month during last summer to Simla and tte 
period for which they were called and why; 

(iv) the number of staff and the officers, separately, who were re¬ 

quired to attend duties at Simla and New Delhi, and how 
many times each went to Simla, and what was the period of 
his stay on each occasion; and 

(v) the total cost on account of the last move from and to New Delhi 

of his Department under the following heads: 

(1) travelling allowance, etc.; 

(2) house-rent allowance; 

(3) daily allowance; and 

(4) all other expenditure in this connection? 

question laid on the table, the questioner having exhausted his 
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(b) What efforts do Government propose to make to curtail the expen¬ 
diture on account of the move of the camp office of this Department? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan: 

(a) (i) Superintendents ... ... ... B 

Assistants ... ... ... ... 11 

Clerks ... ... ... ... ... 9 

(ii) Officer's ... ... ... ... 5 

(ii^ Only one additional clerk was called up to Simla and this was in 
connection with the war work. His period of stay was from 10th July 
to 15th July, 1940. 

(iv) (31erk ... ... ... ... 1 vide (iii) 

Officer ... ... ... ... } 

Under Secretary came down to Delhi to inspect the <'ffice and his 
period of stay was from 9th July, 1940 to 12th July, 1940 

Us. 

^v) (1) Travelling allowance ... ... 12,(147 

(2) House-rent allowance ... ... ... 5,109 

(3) Daily allowance ... ... ... 51 

(4) All other expenditure in this connection ... 8,429 

(b) Further curtailment of expenditure on account of the move of the 
camp office is not feasible. 

Conferences, Committees or Sxjb-CoMmittees held at Simla last Summer 

UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. 

tl22. *Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Honourable the Leader of the 
House please state: 

(a) the names of the different conferences, committees or sub¬ 

committees held at Simla during the last summer season 
under the control of the Political Department; 

(b) the name of the chairman or presidents of each of such 

committees, etc.; 

(c) the names of Government Members stationed at Simla and who 

were required to attend such conferences, etc.; 

(d) the number of members who came to Simla from outside to 

attend the meetings of such conferences, etc., and the total 
cost on account of their travelling and other charges paid by 
Government; 

(e) the number of ministerial staff sent for from New Delhi to 

attend to the requirements of such conferences, etc., and the 
expenditure on their travelling, etc., and other charges; 

(f) the savings in each case if the meetings of these conferences, etc., 

had been held at New Delhi; 

(g) the reasons^for holding each of these conferences, etc., at Simla 

and for incurring expenditure on account of payment of 
travelling allowance and other charges to the members who 
* came to attend from outside; and 

tAnswer to this question laid on the table, the questioner having exhausted hia 
quota. 
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(h) whether he proposes to curtail the expenditure on accent 

of these conferences, etc., by holding their meetings at New 
Delhi instead of Simla in future; if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan: (a) No Conference, 
Committee, or Sub-Committee was held at Simla during the last summer 
season under the control of the Political Department. 

(b) to (h). The questions do not arise. 

Officers and Ministerial Staff of the Commerce Department who moved* 
‘UP to Simla last Summer and Expenditure incurred in the Move. 

1123. ♦Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Commerce please state: 

(i) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks of his De¬ 

partment who moved up to Simla with the Government of 
India camp offices in April, 1940; 

(ii) the number of officers who accompanied the camp office to Simla; 

(iii) the number of Superintendents, Assistants and clerks who were 

called up in each month during last summer to Simla and the 
period for which they were called and why; 

(iv) the number of staff and the officers, separately, who were re¬ 

quired to attend duties at Simla and New Delhi, and how 
many times each went to Simla, and what was the period of 
his stay on each occasion; and 

(v) the total cost on acco\mt of the last move from and to New 

Delhi of his Department under the following heads: 

(1) travelling allowance, etc.; 

(2) house rent allowance; 

(3) daily allowance; and 

(4) all other expenditure in this connection? 

(b) What efforts do Government propose to make to curtail the expen¬ 
diture on account of the move of the camp office of this Department? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaawami Mudaliar: 

(a) (i) Superintendents... ... ... 4 

Assistants ... ... ... ... 13 

Clerks ... ... ... ... 8 

(ii) ... ... ... 10 

(iii) Superintendent 1 from the 20th September, 1940 to the 5th Octo¬ 
ber, 1940. He was required to proceed to Simla to replace another Super¬ 
intendent who was promoted as Assistant Secretary. 

Assistants 2—1 from the 26th August, 1940 to 10th October, 1940. He 
was called up to cope with additional War work for which inter alia an 
additional post of Assistant was sanctioned on the migratory staff. 

1 from the 22nd August, 1940 to 10th October, 1940. He was re¬ 
quired to replace another Assistant who was transferred to another office 
at Bombay. 


t Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner having exhausted his. 
quota. 
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(iv) Four officers and two stenographers were required on duty at Simla, 
as follows: 

1 Officer from the 25th June, 1940 to 27th June, 1940. 

1 Officer (twice) from the 12ih to 16th July, 1940 and from the 26th 
August, 1940 to 4th September, 1940. 

1 Officer with a stenographer from the 19th to 23rd August, 1940. 

1 Officer with a stenographer from the 26th August 1940 to the 1st- 
September 1940. 

Of the migratory staff at Simla no officer or clerk, etc., was required 
on duty at New Delhi. 

(v) (1) Bs. 15,100. 

(2) Bs. 5,616. 

(3) Bs. 569. 

(4) Bs. 6,600.* 

(b) It is not proposed to reduce the strength of the migratory staff 
which is already the minimum necessary for performance of official duties 
and consequently no reduction in expenditure on this account is antici¬ 
pated. 

* This amount does not include the transport charges of dak bs^s between Simla 
and Delhi as the expenditure on this account was met by the Home Department. 


CONFBRKNOBS, COMMITTEES OR SuB-COMMITTBES HBIJ) AT SIMLA LAST SUMMER 
UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE COMMERCE DEPARTMENT. 

1124. *Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Honourable Member for Com¬ 
merce please state; 

(a) the names of the different conferences, committees or sub-com¬ 

mittees held at Simla during the last summer season under 
the control of his Department; 

(b) the name of the chairman or presidents of each of such com¬ 

mittees, etc.; 

(c) th® names of Government Members stationed at Simla and who^ 

were required to attend such conferences, etc.; 

(d) the number of members who came to Simla from otuside to- 

attend the meetings of such conferences, etc., and the total 
cost on account of their travelling and other charges paid by 
Government; 

(e) the number of ministerial staff sent for from New Delhi to 

attend to the requirements of such conferences, etc., and the 
expenditure on their travelling, etc., and other charges; 

(f) the savings in each case if the meetings of these conferences, 

etc., had been held at New Delhi; 

(g) the reasons for holding each of these conferences, etc., at Simla 

and for incurring expenditure on account of payment of travel¬ 
ling allowance and other charges to the members who came 
to attend from outside; and 

t Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner haying exhausted his quota. 
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whether ho proposes to curiuil the expenditure on account of all 
of these coiiferenees, ele.. by holding their iiiDetings at New 
Delhi iiisteiid of Simla in future; if not, why not? 

The Honourable Dlwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswaml Mudallar: The i„. 

formation is being eollectcd and will be bud on the table of the House in 
'due course. 

Inadequate Number of ‘ B ’ and ‘ C ’ Unorthodox Quarters in New 

Delhi. 

fl25. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
please state the number of Government of India assistants and clercs who 
are entitled to unorthodox B and G type of quarters, and now many or 
them have not been provided with quarters of their class? 

(b) Will he please state the number of non-rnigratory assistants and 
clerks belonging to offices other than the Government of India Secretariat 
who are entitled to similar types of Government accommodation and to 
whom quarters of their class have not been provided? 

(c) What steps do Government propose to provide the unprovided men 
of these classes with quarters in New Delhi for the year 1941-42? If none, 
why not? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: (a) 

and (b). The information asked for in (he first portions of these parts is 
•not readily available and its colk'ction would not justify the labour in¬ 
volved. As regards the latter portions, T lay a statement on the table 
.of the House giving the information required. 

(c) The matter is at present under consideration. 


Statement showing the number of Assistant and clerks of the Government of India 
and the non-migratory Assistants and clerks of other offices in New Delhi who 
apidied for B, and C, classes of unorthodox quarters hut were not provided with 
them. 


Niimber of Number not provided 

applicants. with quarters. 



‘B ’ 

‘C ’ 

‘B* ‘C’ 

Assistants and clerks belonging to the Gov¬ 
ernment of India Secretariat and the 

Army Headquarters. 

155 

209 

66 

64 

Non-migratory a.ssistants and clerks belonging 
to the offices other than the Govern- 
ment of India Secretariat . 

22 

65 

12 

27 

Xeakage in the Roofs of Orthodox Quarters 

LAST Rainy Season. 

IN New Delhi 

DUBINO 


fl26. ’•‘Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Mem¬ 
ber please state in how many of the orthodox type of quarters in New Delhi 
the roofs leaked during the last rainy season and to what extent? 

(b) Was it found necessary to replace some of the roofs in those quarters? 
If so, how many? 


d"Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner haying exhausted his quota 
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The Honoiuable Dlwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Hudaliar: (a) 

Petty complaints of leakage came to notice. They were attended to at. 
onc6 but no rocord of the number of cases was kept. 

(b) No roofs were replaced on account of leakage. 

Dbobbase in the Peecentage op Aulotment op Quarters in New Delhb 

tl27. •Sairdar Sant Singh: (a) With reference to the answer to starred 
question No. 706 of the 23rd February, 1929, will the Honourable the 
Labour Member please state the number of clerks belonginf^ to the Gov¬ 
ernment of India Secretariat who are at present provided with quarters 
in New Delhi and the numb«T of applicants for such quarters? 

(b) Is there any decrease in the peicentage of allotiiicnt of quarters 
now, as compared with the figures given by his predecpsFoi- on the 23rd 
February 1929? If so, why? 

The Honourable Dlwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliat: (a) 

2,355 and 3,709 respectively. In addition, 104 single clerks are accom¬ 
modated in the orthodox chummeries and 68 in the unorthodox chum¬ 
meries. 

(b) No. 

Desirability of Reduction in Rates of Rent for Government Quarters 

IN New Delhi. 

fl28. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
please state whether it is a fact that in the year 1921-22 and previous 
to it only four to six per cent, of a Government servant’s salary was 
charged as monthly rental for Government quarters in New Delhi and 
elsewhere? 

(b) Is it also a fact that this rate of rent was increased to ten per cent, 
on the introduction of the Fundamental Rules in 1922-23? If so, what, 
were the reasons for this increase in rent? 

(c) Is he aware of the representations made by the Imperial Secretariat 
Association asking for the reduction of this rate? 

(d) Is he also aware of a similar demand made by the Members of the' 
Legislature through questions on several occasions? 

(e) Is he now prepared to examine the whole question and have tlio- 
rate brought down to the same level as was in force in 1921 and previous 
to that year? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: The 

matter is being looked into and the information required by the Honour¬ 
able Member will be laid on the table of the House. 

Waitino List of Persons not Provided with Government Quarters nr 

New Delhi. 

fl29. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
please state if there is a waiting list of persons who have not been provided 
with quarters in New Delhi? If so, who maintains this list? 

(b) Is this list shown to the men concerned? If not, why not? 

tAtwWer to this question laid on the table, the questioner having exhausted hir 
quota. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


m 


[ 18 th Nov. 1940 


(c) Is thB Honourable IMember aware that there is A .strong feeling 
among the ministerial establishment of the (lovemment of India Secre¬ 
tariat that allotment of quarters is not made strictly in acoordanoe with 
the waiting list which is kept as a secret document? 

(d) Is the Honourable Member prepared to arrange that this list is made 
accessible to the persons ccaicenied? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. BamaBwamJ MudaUur: (a) 

Yes. The Estate Officer, Central Public Works Department. 

(b) Yes, if they ask to see their positions on it. 

(c) No. 

(d) In view of my reply to part (b), this does not arise 


•Government of India Offices permanently stationed and those located 

DURING THE ENSUING WiNTEB SEASON IN NbW DELHI. 

flflO* ^Saxdsi Sant Singh: Will the Honourable tlie Labour Mejolber 
please state the names of the Government of India Secretariat offices and 
attached and subordinate offices which are stationed permanently in New 
Delhi, and the names of the offices which on their move from Simla have 
been located in New Delhi during the ensuing winter season and the names 
of the buildings in which they have been so located? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

A statement giving the information asked for is laid on the table of the 
House. Several of these offices take a certain percentage of their staff to 
Simla. 


Statement. 


Names of the Government of India Secretariat offices and 
attached and subordinate offices which are stationed in 
New Delhi, Several of them still take a certain 
percentage of the staff to Simla. 

Finance Department ....... 


Central Board of Revenue , 

Auditor General of India 
Director of Railway Audit. 

Accountant General, Central Revenues 
Communications Department 
Civil Aviation Office 
Director General, Posts and Telegraphs 
Financial Adviser, Copimunications 
Office of the Controller of Shipping 
Railway Board .... 
Central Standard Office for Railways . 
Controller of Railway Accounts . 
Legislative Department 
Coremerco Department 


.Statistical Research Branch (Econpmio 
ment of India) . 

Labour Department . 


Adv] 


iser to 


the Govern 


Names of the buildings 
in which they are 
located. 

North Block, Imperial 
Secretariat Buildings. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 


tAnswer to this 
•quota. 


question laid on the table, the questioner having exhavated Ui 
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of the Oovemmetit of India Secretariat o^ces and 
attached and subordinate offices which are stationed in 
New Delhi. Several of them still take a certain 
'percentage of the staff to Simla. 


Names of the Buildings 
in which they are 
located. 


Consulting Engineer with the Government of India 

<i;ontTojler of Printing and Stationery .... 
CUii^ Inspector of Explosives in India 
Conciliation Office (Railways) and Supervisor of Railway 
Labour 

If^pefial Council of Agricultural Research . 

Legislative Assembly Department .... 

•Central Public W orks Department 


Political Department 
External Affairs Department 


North Block, Imperial 
Secretariat Buildings. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 


Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Leguslativo Assembly 
Buildings. 

North Tdock and Legisla- 
tive A'^S'i'mbly Build* 
ings. 

South Block, Imperial 
Secretariat Buildings. 
Ditto. 


Names of the Go*fremment of India Secretariat Offices and 
4aHached and subordinate offices which are permanently 
stationed in New Delhi. 

Defence Department ...... 

Home Department ....... 

Intelligence Bureau ....... 

Information Bureau ....... 

D^>artment of Education, Health and Lands . . 

Director General, Indian Medical Service 
Office of the Secretary, Indian Research Fund Association 
Secretariat Governor General (Public) 

Secretariat Governor General (Reforms) 

Defence Co-ordination Department .... 

Director of Audit, Defence Services .... 

Military Adviser-in-Chief, Indian States Forces 
Milit^e^ Accountant General’s Office .... 

Dsp,^jrimQn.t of Supply . . 

Keeper of Records, Government of India ... 

Ofjfice of the Controller of Supply Accounts . . . . 

Indian Stores Department ..... 

Contract 8 Direct orate ...... 

Director General, Supply Department 

Office of the Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs 

Census epuunissioner . . . . . 

Office of the Director General of Archaeology in India . 


Names of the buildings 
in which they are 
located. 

South Block, Imperial 
Secretariat Buildings. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Jaisalmore House. 

Imperial Record Office 
Buildings, 

Temporary Office Build¬ 
ings on Shahjahan Road. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Mandi House. 

Ditto. 

Central Asian Antiquities 
Museum Building, New 
Delhi. 
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Names of the offices which on their move from Simla 
have been located in New Delhi. 

Office of the Secretary to the Executive Council of the 
Governor General. 

Military Finance Department ...... 

Anny Headquarters ..•••••• 


[18th Nov. 

whHjh they are located 
Smith Block. Imperi,, ' 
SeoreUriat Builcfing,; 
Ditto. 

^Uth Block Travancow 
House, Kashmir House 
Baroda House, Niza^' 
Palace and ir^j^ 

AmT)hithf*at.r/* 


Location of the Govebnment of India and othek Offices in Old Delhi 

AND New Delhi. 

fl3L *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
please state the names of the Government of India and other offices whicb 
are located in the old Secretariat and other attached buildings in Old Delhi, 
and whether it is incumbent upon the Government of India or the Local 
Government to provide accommodation for each of those offices located 
there ? 

(b) Is any accommodation lying vacant in those buildings? 

(c) Are any Government residential quu2*ters in Old Delhi including 
Timarpur, lying vacant? 

(d) What proportion of the Central Public Works Department offices 
are located in the Secretariat and the Council Chamber buildings in New 
Delhi and what proportion in buildings other than these? Where are those 
other buildings located? 

(e) What are the reasons for keeping the Central Public Works Depart¬ 
ment offices in the Secretariat and the Council Chamber buildings in New 
Delhi? Have they much business to transact with any of the Secretariat 
offices, and if so, with which offices? 

(f) Ts the Honourable Member aware that the Department of Supply, 
the Indian Stores Department, the Directorate of Contracts and some other 
sections of the Army Headquarters, which were not located last winter in 
the Secretariat buildings or the Council House in New Delhi, had to incur 
heavy expenditure on conveyance and telephones for constant consultation 
with the other Secretariat and Army Headquarters offices? 

(g) Will the Honourable Member please state the reasons why the 
Central Public Works Dey)artment offices cannot be shifted to buildings, 
private or Government, other tlian the Secretariat and the Council Chamber 
in New Delhi in order to make room for such of the Secretariat and other 
offices like the Supply Department, the Indian Stores Department, etc.? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliarr 

(a) A list of the offices located m the Old Secretariat Building and other 
buildings in Old Delhi is laid on the table. The reply to the latter part 
of the question is in the affirmative. 

(b) Yes, a few rooms only in the Old Secretariat Building, Delhi. 

(c) Yes. Two single quarters. 

(d) The major portion of the Central Public Works Department is 
located in the Secretariat and the Council Chamber buildings, and only 
one divisional office is located in a hired building at Connaught Circus. 

+Answ#»r to this question laid on the table, the questioner having exhausted biff 
quota. 
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(e) The senior officers have to deal with all departments of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India, more particularly with the Labour Department and the 
Director of Civil Aviation. 

(f) I have no information. 

(g) The accommodation occupied by the Central Public Works Depart¬ 
ment offices in the Imperial Secretariat and Council Chamber l^uildings 
would be quite insufficient for the Supply Department organisation 


Stdtentenf. 

Names of the Government of India and other offices which are located in the old 
Secretariat and other buildings in Old Delhi. 

1. Office of the Deputy Accountant General, PostB and Telegraphs 

2. Office of the Commissioner, Central Excises and Salt, Northern India. 

3. Office of the Agricultural Marketing Adviser to thy Government uf India. 

4. Surveyor General of India. 

5. Statistical Branch of the Central Board of B< 5 venue. 

6. Income Tax Appellate Tribunal. 

7. Chief Inspector of Boilers and Factories. 

8. Technical Adviser for Signalling, Indian State’s Forces. 

9. Secretary, Inter Provincial Board for Education. 

10. Income Tax Officer, Salary Circle. 

11. Central Publication Branch. 

12. Chief Technical Examiner of Works. 

13. Director, Frontier Circle, Survey of India. 

14. Federal Public Service Commission. 


Building of Quarters separately for its Headquarters Staff by the 
Railway Board in New Delhi. 

fl32. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is the Honourable the Labour Member 
aware that the Railway Budget is altogether separate from the General 
Budget? 

(b) Is it a fact that Railway Board has neither built any quarters for 
its ministerial and other staff employed at the headquarters, nor has it so 
far made any contribution towards the General Budget on account of the 
cost of the quarters occupied by its staff in New Delhi? 

(c) Is it a fact that a number of the staff employed in the Government 
of India Secretariat and attached and subordinate offices, other than the 
Railway Board, are not provided with quarters on account of dearth thereof? 

(d) Is the Honourable Member aware that the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department has built, or paid for, quarters in New Delhi out of their own 
Budget? 

(e) Does the Honourable Member now propose to ask the Railway Board 
to have its own quarters for its staff? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

(a) to (c). Yes. 

t Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner having exhausted hia 
quota. 
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(d) The quarters constructed by the Posts and Telegraphs Department 
are intended only for the local stajff of that Department. 

(e) No. The officers of the Railway Board are Government officers 
required to reside with the Government of India in New Delhi and as 
such they are eligible for Government residences in New Delhi under the 
rules governing their allotment. 

Vacant piece op Land on the Nobth Side behind the Orthodox 
Quarters on the Irwin Road, New Delhi. 

fl33. ’^Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Education Secretary please state 
whether he is aware that behind the C type of orthodox clerks’ quarters 
on, Irwin Road on the north side, there is a very extensive piece of land 
lying vacant? 

(b) Is the Honourable Member aware that people generally have made 
it a practice to dump refuse etc., on that land, and that it has become 
very dirty? 

(c) Have any steps been taken by the New Delhi Health Department 
to look after the sanitation of this piece of land? 

(d) Is it a fact that representations have been made by the tenants of 
that locality for the construction of cow-byres near their quarters? 

(e) If the reply to part (d) be in the affirmative, is the Honourable 
Member prepared to ask the Municipal Committee to have some cow-byres 
constructed somewhere on that land, and to have the rest of it levelled and 
cleaned up? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. There are a fcuv heaps of building material deposited by the 
Public Works Department after the annual repairs to the neighbouring 
quarters, but these will be cleared away shortly. 

(c) The New Delhi Health Department have satisfied themselves that 
no sanitary nuisance exists. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The Municipal Committee is averse from allowing any further con¬ 
struction of cow-byres in the urban area. Levelling and cleaning, if 
required, are matters for the Public Works Department. 

Grant of k^^uMMER Allowance to the Ministerial Establishment of the 

Government of India Secretariat detained at Delhi last Summer. 

f 134. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
please state whether any representation was made for the grant of summer 
allowance to the ministerial establishment of the Government of India 
Secretariat, which was detained at Delhi during last summer? If so, 
when was that representation made? 

(b) Has any action been taken on that representation? If so, what? 
If not, why not? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

(a) A representation on the subject was received from the Imperinl Secre¬ 
tariat Association in July, 1939. 

(b) The matter is under consideration. 

Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner having exhausted his 
quota. 
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Supply of Unfiltered Water in Orthodox Quarters in New Delhi, 

fl35. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) With reference to starred question No. 
230, answered on the 28th February, 1940, regarding the supply of un¬ 
filtered water to the tenants of orthodox types of quarters in New Delhi, 
will the Honourable the Labour Member please state what his decision 
was in the matter? 

(b) Is he aware that during last summer, the staff living in orthodox 
types of quarters paid large sums on account of their water supply, as 
they had to use filtered water for purposes for which unfiltered water is 
used in unorthodox types of quarters? 

(c) Is he prepared to consider the question of compensating the staff 
so affected, and to have unfiltered water supplied in the orthodox types 
of quarters before the next summer? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

(a) The matter is still under consideration. 

(b) and (c). I would prefer to give a reply after a decision has been 
reached in regard to (a). 

Failure to Name or Light Streets in the Naiwala Area of Karol 

Bagh, Delhi. 

tl36. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Education Secretary please state 
whether it is a fact that in the Naiwala area of Ka]X)l Bagh, Delhi, the 
streets have neither been named nor lighted by the local authority con¬ 
cerned? 

(b) Is the Honourable Member aware that lack of the above mentioned 
amenities is causing considerable inconvenience to the tenants of that 
locality? 

(c) Is the Honourable Member prepared to take steps to see that these 
amenities are provided at an early date? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: The information has been called for and will be 
furnished to the House in due course. 

Officers and Staff of the JIelhi Improvement Trust. 

1^137. *Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Education Secretary please state 
the number of officers and the number of ministerial and other staff em¬ 
ployed in the Delhi Improvement Trust, stating against each post the 
salary or grade of the post? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: A statement .giving the information asked for by the 
the HoT]ourable Member is laid on the table. 


Statement. 

Serial No. 

No, Name of post or posts, of Grade. Remarks, 

posts. 

Officers. 

Rs 

1 Chairman . . 1 Pay of the I. C. S. (Senior I Half the pay of this 

Scale). I officer is borne by 

Special Pay . 260 p.m. V the New Delhi Mu- 
S. O. Pay . 400 p. m. J nicipal Committee. 

tAnswer to this question laid on the table, the questioner having exhausted his 
quota. 
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Serial No. 

No. Name of post or posts. of Grade. Remarks, 

posts. Bs. 

OrFroBRS— contd. 

2 Lands Officer . . I 300—30—600 -40—800— 

850 in Punjab P. C. S. 

Special Pay . 100 p. m. 

3 Accounts Officer . 1 600—-35—850 as an officer 

of the Indian Audit 
Department. 

4 Tahsildar . . 1 229 (excluding pension) as 

a Retired Tahsildar. 

Special Pay . 30 p. m. 

Total . 4 


MiNisTBRiAii Staff. 

1 200—20—500 + 10 per cent ^ 

Foreign Sefrvico allow- j 
ance. 

1 200—15—500+ Special Pay 

30 p. m. 

3 50—6—110—6—140—6— 

200 +10 per cent. Foreign 
Servce Allowance. 

1 100—5—200. . 

1 75—5—125 + 10 per cent. 

Foreign Service Allow¬ 
ance. 

1 45_2—85—2—95 . 

Special Pay . 30 p. m. 

11 Senior Clerks . . 3 60—4—120. 

12 Junior Clerks (includ- 12 40—2^—90. 

ing typists). 

13 Ditto . 6 35—4—65—2—75 + 10 "1 Government serv- 

percent. Foreign Service | ants on foreign 

Allowance. I service: one post 

14 Ditto . . 1 40—2—80 + 10 per cent, j carries Special Pay 

Foreign Service Allow- | ofRs. 10. 

ance. J 

16 Routine Clerk . . 1 35—IJ—6'5- 

Total . 31 


Government ser¬ 
vants on foreign 
service. 


5 Superintendent, 

Accounts. 

6 P. A. to Chairman 

7 Accounts Clerks 

8 Steno to Chairman . 

9 Steno to Lands Officer 

10 Cashier . 


16 Naib Tahsildar 

17 Building Inspector 

18 Ovor9ooi*s 

19 Girdawar. 

20 Patwaris 

21 Architectural Assist¬ 

ant. 


Other Staff, 

1 80—5—140——185 . On foreign service 

from the Punjab. 

1 150—10—250. 

4 70-Probation—75—5—150. 

1 Fixed Pay Rs. 50 p. ra. Government servant 
10 per cent, allowance on foreign service. 
(Foreign Service). 

9 30_i_35. 

1 Fixed Pay Rs. 300 with F. 

S. allowance at 20 per 
cent. 



STARJRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


(5i)l 


^eiial Nam® of post or 
posts. 

22 Draftsman 

23 Draftsman 

24 Tracers . 

25 Ferro Printer . 

Total 

Total Ministerial and 
other staff. 


No. of 

posts. Grade. 

Rs. 

Other Staff— contd. 

1 75—4—95/5—150. 

1 40--2i—90. 

2 40—2 i—*90. 

1 3a_i__40/2—60 

22 

53 


Remarks 


Savings dub to Setting up of the Port Haj Committees. 

138. *Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait: Will the Secretary for Educa¬ 
tion, Health and Ijands be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the setting up of various Port Haj Committees resulted 

in a saving in his Department compared to the expenditure 
that had to be borne by his department before the establish¬ 
ment of such Port Haj Committees; and 

(b) the total amount of such savings, if any, since tlie setting up 

of Port Haj Committees? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: fa) and (h;. 'fhe information is being collected and 
will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 


Fees collected from Haj Pilgrims for meeting Expenses in connection 
WITH Port Haj Committees. 

139. *Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait: (a') Will the Secretary for 
Education, Health and Lands please state wliether it is a fact that a fee 
is being collected from Haj pilgrims for meeting the expenses in connection 
with Port Haj Committees? 

(b) What is the amount so collected during the last two Haj seasons 
and what was the amount of expenditure on account of the Port H-i] 
Committees? 

(c) How was the balance, if any, utilised? 

Mr. J- D. Tyson: (a) The Huj Enquiry Committee, in paragraph 92 of its 
Report, recommended the levy of a. fee of Rs. 5 for each pilgrim pass issued 
in a port of embarkation to a pilgrim from up-country, the proceeds to be 
handed over to the Port Haj Committee for use “in connection with the 
general improvement of facilities for the pilgrimage”. A fee of Rs. 3 
was im]X)8ed and out of this fee one-third share is credited to the Pro¬ 
vincial Haj Committee of the Province of the pilgrim concerned and two- 
thirds to the Port Haj Committee of the Port where the pilgrim obtains 
his pass. 

(b) In the last two Haj seasons the share of Port Haj Committees on 
account of pilgrim passes amounted to Rs. 15,339 and the total expendi¬ 
ture incurred by Port Haj Committees, excluding amounts remitted to 
Provincial Haj Committees on account of their share of realisations from 
fees for passes, amounted to Rs. 1,51,966. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: What is the reason for the collection of 
this new fee? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: TJiere is no new fee. If tlie Honourable Member 
has inisimderstood my reference to two figures, the answer is that the 
Haj Enquiry Committee recommended a fee of Rs. 5 but actually a fee of 
only lis. 3 was imposed. 

Mr. K. Santhanam: In view of the increased expenditure to the pilgrims 
on account of the increase in shipping charges, will this collection of fees 
be suspended during the war? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: I do not quite follow the grounds on which suspen¬ 
sion is urged, but the fee was imposed originally to discourage pilgrims 
getting their pilgrim passes at +he port and to encourage them to get 
them in their own districts. 

Mr. K. Santhanam: May I know if the Honourable Member is aware 
that shipping charges have increased? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: The increase in shipping fares is very little, and the 
total amount that a pilgrim will have to spend on the pilgrimage has 
actually been reduced as against last year. 

Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait: May I kno\f, Sir. if pilgrims who 
bring their passports from their own districts are not charged this fee? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: That is so. 

Suggestions made by the Port Haj Committees. 

140. *Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait: (a) Will the Secretary for 
Education, Health and Lands ydease refer to section 18 (d) of the Port Haj 
Committees Act, 1932, and state whether the dates for the sailings of 
pilgrim ships are fixed by the steamship companies in consultation with 
the Port Haj Committees? 

(b) If not, are Government prepared to ask the shipping companies to 
do so hereafter? 

(c) Will the Honourable Member ho pleased to place on the table a 
statement of important suggestions made by the various Haj Committees 
for the last five years and the action taken thereon? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state how far the Port Haj Com¬ 
mittees have succeeded in carrying out the duties imposed upon them by 
section 18 (c) of the Port Haj Committee’s Act, 1932? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) and (b). The Port Haj Committees Act, 1932, 
does not require that sailing dates should he fixed in consultation with Port 
Haj Corviinittees. Under section 209 (B) of the Indian Merchant Ship¬ 
ping Act the executive officer of the Port Haj Committee is supplied with 
full particulars before a sailing is advertised. If the Port Haj Committee 
consider that a sailing date is unsuitable it is open to the Committee to 
bring this fact to the notice of the shipping company. 
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(c) and (d). A statement is being prepared and will be laid on the 
table ol the House. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member if 
the rule does not allow of this that in practice they are consulted always? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: I cannot answer that exactly. They get notice in 
advance; I cannot say what action the Port Haj C'oininittee takes on get¬ 
ting the news. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ghettiar: Will there be any great incon¬ 
venience if they are consulted? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: In effect, they are cons\ilted already, for they get 
notice in advance before the sailing is advertised. T hiive had no com¬ 
plaints that any difficulties are experienced over the working of the rule 
as it stands at present. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Is the notice given after fixing the date or 
before fixing the date? 

Mr. J, D. Tyson: The notice of the proposed date of sailing is given to 
the executive officer of the Port Haj Committee. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Will there be sailing by both the companies 
or only one? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: That surely does not arise out of this question. 

Paucity of Muslims in the Staff of the Imperial Veterinary Research 

Institute. 

141. *5aji Ohaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan: Will the Education 
Secretary please state: 

(a) what the total strength was of the staff in each grade and 

division with communal proportion before 1934 in the Imperial 
Veterinary Research Institute, Muktesar, and its sub-station 
at Izatnagar including all those officials working in the 
Institute under various schemes financed by the Imperial 
Council of Agricultural Research or receiving foreign training: 

(b) how many appointments have been made from year to year; 

(c) what was the Muslim proportion in each class of staff since 

1934; 

(d) whether it is a fact that the communal proportion of Muslims? 

was very low; if so, what steps were taken to adjust the low 
percentage of Muslims; 

(e) whether Government instructions regarding communal adjust¬ 

ment and appointment of more Muslims, issued from time to 
time, were complied with; and 

(f) if so, by how much has the percentage of Muslims increased 

since 1984? 
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Mr* J. D, Tyson: With your permission, Sir, I propose to reply to ques¬ 
tions Nos. 141 to 153 together. 

The information asked for is being collected and replies to these ques¬ 
tions will be laid on the table of the House when received. 

Paucity of Muslims in the Staff of the Imperial Veterinary Research 

Institute. 

fl42. ♦Haji Ohaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan: (a) Will the Educa¬ 
tion Secretary please state how many appointments were made in the 
Imperial Veterinary Institute in each class-of service in permanent, ternpor- 
ary and officiating posts since the promulgation of Government of India s 
orders for increased appointment of Muslims? 

(b) How many vacancies hav^. been filled after 1934 by direct recruit¬ 
ment, promotion and selecdion and how many of them have gone o 
MusTims ? 

(c) What are the orders issued h\ the Director with regard to reserving 
posts for Muslims? What are tlie orders of rotation and whether an\ 
communal roster is being maintained? If so, whether a copy of the same 
is proposed to be placed on the table of the House? 

Paucity of Muslims in the Staff of the Imperial Veterinary Research 

Institute. 

1143. ♦Haji Ohaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan: (a) Will the Educa¬ 
tion Secretary please state whether it is a fact that certain lower tempor¬ 
ary posts in the Imperial Veterinary Hcsearch Institute have been classed 
as superior posts? 

(b) Whether such posts have been reserved for Muslims? 

(c) If so, is it a fact that by this method the percentage of Muslims is 
made to appear higher than it actually is though in fact all the superior 
posts carrying higher salaries are held by non-Muslims? 

Paucity of Muslims in the Staff of the Imperial Veterinary Research 

Institute. 

fl44. ♦Haji Ohaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan: Will the Education 
Secretary please state; 

(a) whether it is a fact that many unqualified non-Muslims were 

appointed in the Imperial Veterinary Research Institute 
during the last six \ears and were given promotions; 

(b) the number of non-Muslim non-Matriculates in that Institute; 

(c) the number of Muslim non-Matriculates holding clerical posts in 

that Institute; and 

(d) if there is no such Muslim, what are the specific reasons for 

appointing unqualified non-Muslims when a good number cf 
qualified Muslims have always been available and there was 
also paucity of Muslims in the staff? 

+For answer to this question, see answer to question No. 141. 
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Paucity of Muslims in the Staff of the Imperial Veterinary Research 

Institute. 

fl46. ♦Haji Ohaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan: Will the ]^:ducation 
Secretary please state: 

(a) how many gazetted y)osts in the imperial Veterinary Institute 

were filled after 1984 without employing the Agency ot the 
Public Service Commission ; 

(b) what are the communities of the persons so appointed : and 

(c) whether any appointments have been made in contravention of 

the Government of India's orders regarding Muslim represeii- 
tation in services? If so, why? 

Communal Composition of the Staff of the Imperial Veterinary 

Research Ins'iitute. 

fl46. *Haii Ohaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan: Will the Education 
Secretary be pleaded to'place on the table a stat(.ment showing the total 
amount drawn as pay l)v ea<*h of the Muslim and lu^nWIuslim staff of the 
Imperial Veterinary Jlesearch Institute for the last three years? 

Muslim Dressers promoted as Laboratory Assistants in the Imperial 
Veterinary Research Institute. 

1147. *Haji Ohaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan: (a) AVill the Educa¬ 
tion Secretary please state the number of dressers in the Imperial Veteri¬ 
nary Research Institute promoted to the post of Laboratory Assistants? 

(b) How many of them are Muslims? 

(c) Whether the promotions were made according to seniority ; if not. 
why not? 

Paucity of Muslims in the Staff of the Imperial Veterinary Research 

Institute. 

fl48. *Haji Ohaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan: Will the Education 

Secretary please state: 

(a) how many posts in the Imperial Veterinary Research Institute 

(Technical and Non-technical'j are vacant at present and 
how Government propose to fill'them up with due regard to 
communal adjustment; and 

(b) whether Government are prepared to pass specific orders to 

appoint Muslims on all the vacancies till the due percentage 
is secured? 

Muslim Representation in other Classes of Service not to be affected 
BY Higher Percentage of Muslims in the Posts of Dressers. 

1149. *Haii Ohaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan: Will the Education 
Secretary please state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the posts of dressers in the Imperial 
Veterinary Research Institute, are entirely held by Muslims 
and Christians since long; and 

t For answer to this question, see answer to question No. 141. 
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(b) whether he is jJi'opared to see that higher percentage of Musliins 
in this class of service does not affect the Muslim representa¬ 
tion in other classes of service in the Institute? 

Paucity of Muslims in the Staff of the Imperial Veterinary Research 

Institute. 

fl50. *Haji Ohaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan: (a) Will the 
Education Secretary please state what the percentage of Muslims in each 
class of service in the Imperial Veterinary Eesearch Institute is? 

(b) If the percentage is lower than that contemplated in the Govern* 
ment of India’s resolution of 1934, what steps do Government propose to- 
take to make good this deficiency? 

(c) What is the total number of technical posts in the Animal Nutrition 
Section of the Imperial Veterinary Research Institute and how many of 
these are held by Muslims? 

(d) When were these appointments made and what steps were taken to 
secure adequate Muslim share in these posts? If not, why not? 

Muslims in the Poultry Research Section of the Imperial Veterinary 

Research Institute. 

[151. *Haji Ohaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan: (a) Will the 
Education Secretary please state how many technical posts in the poultry 
research section of the Imperial Veterinary Research Institute have so far 
been filled and what is the communal proportion? 

(b) What is the number of permanent non-gazetted officers drawing 
Pis. 100 and above and how many of them are Muslims? 

Permanent Muslim Veterinary Inspectors in the Imperial Veterinary 

Research Institute. 

1152. *Haji Ohaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan: (a) Will the 
Education Secretary please state what the total strength of permanent 
Veterinary Inspectors in the Imperial Veterinary Research Institute in 
1934 was, and what it is at present? How manv of them are being held 
by Muslims permanently? 

(b) How many Veterinary Inspectors of the Institute were promoted to 
higher posts both in and outside the department and how many of them 
were Muslims? 

(c) What is the nature of work assigned to .a Veterinary Inspector? 

Muslim Clerks in the Imperial Veterinary Research Institute. 

1153. *Haii Ohaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan: (a) Will the Educa* 
Secretary please state the total number of clerks in the Imperial 

Veterinary Research Institute and how many of them are Muslims? 

(b) Are Government prepared to institute a commission to investigate 
t grievances of Muslims in Imperial Veterinary Insti- 

t For answer to this question, .sec answer to question No. 141. 
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Accommodation reserved in the Imperial Hotel eor the Delegates oe 
Eastern Group Conference. 

154. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour 
Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact that (government have 
taken some rooms in the Imperial Hotel to provide accommodation for 
the dele^^ates of Lastern Group Conference? If so, how many? 

(b) Did Government ascertain the usual charges of those rooms? 

(c) What charges are paid by Government now? 

(d'j Did they consult the Kent Control Olheer for the correct rent of 
those rooms? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudallarr. 

(a') Yes, 68. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. 

(d) Yes. 

Rooms reserved at the Imperial Hotely New Delhi, for the, Roger Mission and 
the Eastern Oroup Conference. 

Rate per day 
with food. 

1 Suite—Sitting room, large verandah, double bed room, dres¬ 

sing room, bath room ....... Ra. .32 per couple. 

2 Suites—Sitting room, double bod-room, dressing room, bath 

room .......... Rs. 28 ,, ,, 

6 Suites—Sitting room with verandah, double bed-room, bath 

room .......... Rg. 25 „ ,, 

9 Rooms—Double room, dressing room, bath room . . Rs. 22 ,, ,, 

4 Rooms—^Double room, dressing room, bath room with 

verandah Rs. 22 ,, 

3 Rooms—Double bed-room, bath room .... Rs. 20 ,, ,, 

Note. —Double room quotations are subject to a reduction of Rs. 4 per day if occupied' 

by one person only. 

2 Rooms—Single bed-room with verandah attached, bath room Rs. 14. 

4lRoom8—Single bed room and bath room .... Rs. 12. 

Note. —Single rooms are not subject to any reduction. 

Private Houses in New Delhi reserved for Accommodation of the. 
Extra Members of the Viceroy’s proposed expanded Cabinet. 

155. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour 
Membt^r please state if it is a fact that Government took on rent private 
houses in New Delhi for the accommodation of the extra members of the 
Viceroy 8 proposed expanded Cabinet? 

(b) How many such houses have actually been engaged and at what 
rents ? 

(c) In what manner do Government propose to utilise those houses 
when the question of the constitution of the Cabinet is shelved? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliari 

(a) Yes. 

(b) Three; one at Ks. 3,300 per annum, another at Ks. 4,130 per 
annum and the third at l\s. 5,(XX) per annum. 
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(c) 1 would request the Honourable Member to wait and see. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May 1 know if the houses are now luiuntecl, or is 
anybody living there? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar. 

No, Sir. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: When they are not haunted, are rents continuing to 
be paid? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

Yes, Sir. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Who pays the rents? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

The Government of India. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad; Wliy were these houses engaged and why did 
they ask the tax-payer to pay for nothing? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

The Honourable Member who asks the question apparently knows all about 
the siibject. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: How long do the Government af 
India propose to continue paying these rents? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

1 have answered that in answer to part (c) of the question. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Since when have the houses been 
rented ? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

I believe from the 1st of October. 


UNSTABRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Applications for Sanction op the Governor General under Section 
270 OP THE Government of India Act, 1936. 

86. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Leader of the House please 
•state: 


(a) the number of applications for necessary sanction of the Governor 

General as required under section 270 of the Government of 
India Act, 1935, received by the Secretary to the Governor 
General since 1st December, 1938; and 

(b) the action taken thereon, and if no action has been taken the 

reasons therefor? 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan: The information iii 
being collected and will ue iai<l on the table w'hen it is complete. 

Kules OB Byb-Laws of the Delhi Joint Water and Sewage Board. 

87. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Secretary for Education, 
Health and Lands please state; 

(a) the date on which the Delhi Joint Water and Sewage Board 

has made the rules or bye-laws, under sub-sections (b), (c), 
(d), (e), (f), (g), (i) and (j) of section 28 of ilie Delhi Joint 
Water and Sewage Act XXHT of 1026; 

(b) the date on which the sanction of the Chief Commissioner was 

given to those rules; 

(c) whether he will lay on the table the rules in force before tlie 

making and before the sanction of those rules; 

(d) when these rules were published in the local gazette; 

(e) the procedure observed in the Hoard in absence of those rules 

in respect of those matters; and 

(f) the authority validating the acts done in absence of those rules! 

Mr. J. D. Tyson; The information has been called for and will be 
furnished to the House in due course. 

Government Services Rules applicable to the Staff of the Delhi 

University. 

88. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Secretary for Education, Health 
and Lands please state: 

(a) the date on which the Executive Council of the University of 

Delhi defined the duties and the conditions of services of the 
clerical staff and the servants of the University under sub¬ 
section (e) of section 22 of the Universitv of Delhi Act, 
1922; 

(b) whether the conduct of clerical staff and the servants of the 

University is regulated by the Government Servants Con¬ 
duct Rules made by the Home Department of the Govern¬ 
ment of India; 

(c) who is the appellate authority against the orders of the Execu¬ 

tive Council in respect of the duties and conditions of services 
of the clerical staff and the servants of the University; and 

(d) what other rules of the Government services are applicable to 

the clerical staff and the servants of the University? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) The conditions of service of the clerical and inte¬ 
rior staff of the Delhi University have been prescribed by the Executive 
Council from time to time. 

(b) No. 

(c) The Executive Council is the .final authority. 

(d) None. The University frames its own rules. 
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IVORKING OF THE PAYMENT OF WAGES ACT, 1936, ON THE STATE RAILWAYS. 

89. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for 
Labour please lay on the table of the House a statement on the working 
of the Payment of Wages Act, 1936, since its enforcement on the Lastern 
Bengal, East Indian, Great Indian Peninsula and North Western Rail¬ 
ways, showing: 

(a) the cases reported by the Inspectors of railway labour to the 

Supervisor of Railway Labour against “delayed payments’ ; 

(b) the action taken by the Supervisor of railway labour on those 

reports; and 

(c) to state the reasons for not investing the Inspectors of railway 

labour with powers of an Inspector under Payment of Wages 
Act to take action on the report against breaches of the provi¬ 
sions of the Act noticed or detected during their inspections 
of the station? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

'(a) to (c). The information is being collected and a statement will be laid 
on the table of the House in due course. 

Allotment of Government Quarters to the Staff op the Home and 

Legislative Departments. 

90. Bhai Parma Hand: Will the Honourable the Lalx)ur Member please 
state the number of applications received by the Estate Office from the 
Home and the Legislative Departments for Government quarters in New 
Delhi for each of the 'A’, ‘B’, *C’, ‘D’, and ‘E’ types, orthodox and un¬ 
orthodox, in December 1939 and how many have been allotted to each of 
these Departments? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

The Honourable Member is referred to the reply given bv me to Pandit 
Krishna Kant Malaviya/s starred question No. 598 on the 1st April, 1940, 
asking for similar information in respect of the Political and the Defence 
Departments. 

Hepresentatton for replacing Iron Windows by Wooden Windows in 
Raja Bazar Square, New Delhi. 

91. Bhai Parma Nand: (a) With refei’cnce to the reply to starre d (lues- 
tioii No. 50, dated the 17th duly, 1934. is the Honourable the Tiabour 
Member aware that the tenants of orthodox ‘D’ typo of quarters in Raja 
Baza’’ Square, New Delhi, have recentlv sent a joint rovresentatinn to 
the ( ontral Public Works Department for replacement of revolving iron 
winclows, known ns Crittnl window^s, in those quarters hv o'Tlinarv wooden 
windows? 

(h) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government kindly 
state what action is being taken thereon? 

(c) Are Government aware that the.se revolving iron windows occupy 
large space and therefore they are suited to big drawing rooms but not to 
^mall rooms in ‘D’ type of quarters in Raja Bazar? 
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()d) Are Government aware that some additions and alterations will soon 
be undertaken in those quarters? 

(e) If so, are Government prepared to consider the advisability of 
replacing these iron windows by ordinary wooden windows, when other 
alterations are carried out in the quarters in liaja Bazar? If not, why 
not? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

(aj Yes. 

(b) to (e). The replacement of the Crittal windows by ordinary wooden 
windows has been sanctioned, and the work is likely to be carried out 
during the next financial year. 

Seniority List of the Binding Branch of the Government of India 

Press, New Delhi. 

92. Bhai Parma Hand: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
state whether any official seniority list of the Binding Branch of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India Press, New Delhi, is maintained by the present Manager 
of the Press? If so, when did he prepare it? 

(b) Were any mistakes subsequently found in this list, which necessL 
tated reversion of certain men to the lower pay and promotion of junior 
men in their place? 

(c) Is it a fact that the above mentioned seniority list has now been 
revised? 

(d) Are Government prepared to institute an enquiry into the cases 
of the Binding staff to regularize the cases of men affected? If not, 
why not? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: 

(a) Yes. The list was first prepared in 1937 and modified in 1038. 1939 
and 1940. 

(b) Yes. The mistake involved the reversion of one man. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. It is open to any individual who considers that he has a griev¬ 
ance to represent his case to the appropriate authority. 

Stoppage of Payment for Meal Interval to the Industrial Workers 
OF the Government of India Press, New IDelht. 

93. Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
please state whether Government are aware that previously payment was 
made for tiffin interval by Government to the industrial workers of the 
Government of India Press, New Delhi? 

(b) Is it a fact that no payment is made now for this interval and men 
are engaged for full 8J hours, i.e., 8 a.m. to 4-30 p.m. and the payment is 
made for 8 hours only, deducting interval period? 

(c) If the reply to the above bo in the affirmative, what are the reasons 
for stopping the payment for meal interval? 

The Honourable. Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaawami Mudaliar; 

-fa) Prior to July, 19!28, payment for thp ,me4il interval was made to piece- 
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workers who were in employment before the 1st November, 1922, if they 
were working on time rates when the interval occurred. 

(b) No such payment is made now. Normally, piece-workers in the 
New Delhi Press are employed for eight hours on each week-day, exclusive 
of the meal interval. 

(c) The system of payment for the meal had no logical basis and Gov¬ 
ernment took the opportunity to abolish it at a time when they gave con¬ 
cessions to the piece-workers wdiich, in the aggregate, involved the dis* 
hursernent of much larger sums than were paid for the meal interval. 

Differential Treatment meted out to Piece Compositors in the 
Government of India Press, New Delhi. 

94. Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
please state whether it is a fact that piece compositors appointed in the 
Government of India Press, New Delhi, were given class 5, which is 
equivalent to Rs. 23/8 in the beginning, in spite of high class earned by 
them on three months’ classification? 

(b) Is it also a fact that new compositors in salaried scale doing the 
same work as above mentioned piece compositors are given a start of 
Ps. 30 per mensem? 

(c) If the reply to the above be in the affirmative, what are the reasons 
for this differential treatment? Are Government prepared to fix the class 
of piece workers at Ps. 80 from the time of their appointment? If not, 
why not? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar; 

(a) Yes. Class 5 is equivalent to a monthly wage of Ps. 27-1-4 for ‘old’ 
entrants and Ps. 28-15-4 ‘new’ entrants. 

(b) and (c). Yes, but there are no longer any piece-compositors in 
Class 5, as since December, 1938, all new entrants have been recruited on 
a salaried basis. 

Amalgamation of Government of India Presses at Simla and New 

Delhi. 

95. Bhai Parma Nand: Will tin' Honourable Member in cha?“ge of the 
Labour Department please state: 

(a) whether Government have stopped the move to Simla for this 

year; 

(b) whether Government have considered any scheme for concentrat¬ 

ing printing work at the Government of India Press, New 
Delhi, due to the stay of the Government Secretariat at 
New Delhi; 

(c) whether there is anv scdieme under the consideration of the 

Central Government for amalgamating Simla and New Delhi 
Presses; 

(d) the duties whicli will be entrusted to the officer proposed to be 

ay)pointed in the office of the Controller of Printing and Sta¬ 
tionery India, New Delhi, in 1940-41; whether he is to 
prepare a scheme to concentrate work in New Delhi, by 
breaking down the Simla Press; whether Government are 
prepared to see that an I. C. S. impartial officer is appointed 
to the new posts; and 
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. i- (.e) wbethei? local holida;^s will be given to press eaaEiployees. and 
the scales will be revised on the Secretariat basis, on the 
permanent stay of Government offices in New Delhi; if not, 
why not‘.^ 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: (a) The 

bulk of the Departments and Offices of the Government of India are now 
located permanently in Delhi. 

(h) and (c). No. 

(d) An Indian Civil Service Officer has been appointed recently as 
Officer on Special Duty in the Stationery and Printing Department. He 
is to understudy the Controller of Printing and Stationery for a period of 
about six months and will, thereafter, be appointed as Controller when 
the post is vacated by the existing incumbent. The reply to the second 
part is in the negative. 

(e) The scale of holidays for the staff of the Government of India 
Press, New Delhi, is now the same as that admissible to the non-migratory 
staff of the Departments and Offices of the Gov'erninent of India in Dellh. 
The latter part does not, therefore, arise. 

Defective Machines in the Lino., Mono, and Machine Department of 
THE Government of India Press, New Delhi. 

96, Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Will the honourable Member for Labour 

please state whether Government are aware that most of the machines in 
Ihe Mono, and Maelnnc Department in the Government of India 

Pi'css, New Delhi, have become defective? 

(b) Are Government awTire that Government work is suffering owing 
to stoppage of machines and coiiiplaints after complaints are made to 
the management by the operators, casters and machine men about the 
defective machines, but no action is being taken? 

(c) If-the reply to the above be in the affirmative, what action do Gov¬ 
ernment propose to take in the matter? If no action is proposed to be 
taken, why not? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: (a) and 

(b). No. 

. (c) Does not arise. 

liONG Interval intervening between making of Applications for and 
' Allotment of Government Quarters. 

97. Bhai Parma Band: (a) Is the Honourable the Labour Member 
itware: 

(i) that inconvenience is felt by Government servants entitled to 

Government quarters as they do not get any information 
regarding allotment or otherwise of quarters within two 
months of the last date of application; and 

(ii) that a feeling of resentment exists among the staff for want of 

information as to their relative seniority in the waiting list? 

^ (b) If the reply to ihe above be in the affirmative, is the Honourable 

Member prepared to remove the grievances enumerated above? 

P 
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The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaawaml Mudaliar: (a) (i)< 

No complaints have been received from the persons concerned. The Staff 
of the Government of India movling up to Simla receive intimation about 
allotments about two or three weeks before leaving Delhi. 

(ii) Information regarding the relative seniority of applicants on the 
waiting list can be obtained by the persons concerned from the Estate 
Section of the Central Public Works Department. 

(b) The Consulting Engineer has been asked to deal with the applica¬ 
tions for allotment as expeditiously as possible. 

Protection of Government Quarters from Tuberculosis Infection. 

98. Bhai Parma Band: (a) Will the Education Secretary be pleased to 
state whether steps are taken by Government to protect Government 
premises, particularly Government residences, from becoming sources of 
tubercular infection? If so, what? 

(b) What action, if any, have Government initiated hitherto, when a 
case of tuberculosis occurs, or has become known in quarters let out to 
Government servants? Are such premises isolated and withheld from 
further occupation? 

(c) How are cases officially dealt with when applications for transfer, or 
residence at Simla are submitted by Government servants, who either are 
affected with tuberculosis or have been discharged from tuberculosis sana¬ 
toria? Are these officials permitted to reside in Government premises? If 
so, why? 

(d) Are Government aware that tuberculosis infection in Simla is 
spreading rapidly? 

(e) Do Government maintain statistics of tuberculosis cases who occupy 
Government quarters that are liable to be re-let to others? 

(f) Do Government propose to prevent the spread of infection of tuber¬ 
culosis scourge in Simla offices and habitations and, if so, what action,, 
if any, do they propose to initiate? If none, why not? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) and (b). Tenants of Government quarters are 
required to bring to the immediate notice of the Health Officer any case of 
tul)erculosis that may occur in their houses or compounds. On receipt of 
such a report a Health ,Visitor and a Sanitary Inspector visit the premises 
and issue instructions regarding the measures to be taken to prevent the 
spread of the disease. In certain circumstances a Municipal Committee 
can compulsorily remove a patient suffering from tuberculosis to a hospital. 
Premises in which cases of tuberculosis are known to have occurred are 
not re-aUptted until they have been thoroughly disinfected by the Local 
Authority concerned. 

(c) No case of a Government servant who is either suffering from 
tuberculosis or has been discharged from a tuberculosis sanatorium, asking^ 
for allotment of a Government residence, has come to notice 

(d) and (f). Government have no information that tuberculosis is 
spreading in Simla. On the other hand a detailed medical examination of 
the inferior establishment of the Government of India Secretariat, who- 
move between Delhi and Simla, revealed that the incidence of tuber- 
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culosis, active and quiescent, among such staff is not more serious than is 
in urban populations generally. No special measures in regard to Govern* 
ment premises seem necessary, but the steps taken by Government to 
reduce congestion in Simla should improve the health of the town. 

(e) No special statistics for tuberculosis cases are maintained by 
Government. 

Appointment of Mb. Passmore in the Supply Department and his Duties. 

99. Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Will the Honourable the Leader of the 
House please state when Mr. Passmore was appointed in the Supply 
Department, and on what salary? 

(b) Was he not working in the Buckingham Mills? What was his 
salary ? 

(c) Was he getting any commission for the purchase of goods from the 
Gamatic and Buckingham Mills? If so, at what rate? 

(d) What are his duties now? 

(e) What is the total value of the articles purchased through him? 
What commission was paid to him? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZalruUah Khan: (a) On 11th October, 
1939, on Ks. 2,250 per mensem. 

(b) and (c). The answer to the first part of each question is in the 
negative and the second part, therefore, does not arise. 

(d) Director of the Textiles Section in the Supply Department. 

(e) Nil. Purchases are made through the Indian Stores Department 
or Contracts Directorate, as the case may be. 

Reversion of Permanent Men of Higher Grade to Lower Posts m 

CERTAIN Branches of the Government of India Press, New Delhi. 

100. Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Manager, Government of 
India Press, New Delhi, has reverted some permanent men of the higher 
grade to lower posts in certain branches of the Government of India Press^ 
New Delhi? 

(b) Does the Honourable Member contemplate reverting more perma¬ 
nent men from higher grades to a lower one in the near future? 

(c) Is it pot a fact that the Manager on the spot at the time of appoint- 
‘ment and confirmation in higher grades considers the cases carefully? 

(d) Do Governnjient propose to consider the desirability of reviewing 
the cases of those persoUs who have already been reverted from their 
permanent posts in the higher grade to a post in the lower one? If not> 
why not? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Bir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: (a) I 

am informed that one person who was found to have been wrongly promot¬ 
ed was reverted last year. 

(b) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. It is open to any individual who considers that he has a 
grievance to represent his case to the appropriate authority. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


106 


[18Tn Nov. 1940 


Dbslrability of Relaxation of Allotment of Quarters Rules in the 

CASE of Low-Paid, Married Non-Migratoby Clerks. 

101. Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Is the Honourable the Labour Member 
aware of the definition of “Seniority” as laid down in the Rule (Supple- 
mehtary Rule 317 BII) with regard to the allotment of residences in New 
Delhi to low-paid married clerks of the Government of India Offices, who 
are now non-migratory ? 

(b) Is he also aware of the fact that the low-paid married clerks who 
rhecame out of class long before the introduction of the revised rules of 
-allotment, are superseded on account of the said definition, and their 
juniors are going up in the list of the Central Public Works Department? 

(c) Do Gov'ernrnent propose to examine the cases of hardship to the 
sialf who are now non-migratory in respect of their residences. 

(d) Is he prepared to consider those cases of married clerks, who have 
children and widows as dependents, and who have been without residences 
in New Delhi for a number of years and are unable to pay high rents for 
private houses in New Delhi? 

(e) Are Government prepared to scrutinize those cases of clerks, who 
are married, low-paid and non-migratory, and who are seeking Government 
quarters for the last three or four years, and to relieve them by relaxing the 
rules of allotments? 


The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliai: (a), (b) 
and (e). The Honourable Member is referred to the reply I gave to parts 

(a) and (d) of Mr. Joslii’s unstarred question No. 12G on tlie 1st April, 

1940. 

(c) and (d). No. 

DESIIL4BIHTY OF RELAXATION OF ALLOTMENT OF QUARTERS RULES IN THE 

CASE OF Low-Paid, Married Non-Migratory Clerks. 

102. Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
please state whether non-migratory, married and loiU-paid clerks of the 
Government of India offices getting an allotment for “Summer Season” 
in New Delhi, will bo ineligible for the residences on arrival of the migratory 
clerks in “wdnter season” and whether they will then be turned out of the 
residences? 

(b) What remedy does he suggest to remove the hardship of the class 
of clerks, whq are married, low-paid and non-migrdtory and have children 
and several dependents? 

(c) Is he, prepared to accept the principle that the low-paid married 
clerks should .be, given preference in respect of residences in New Delhi? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: The 

Honourable Member is referred to the reply I gave to Mr. Josbij'^ un- 
fetarred question Ko. 126 on tHe 1st April, 1940. 

Incomplete Sewerage in Karol Bagh, Delhi. 

103. Bhal Parma Nand: (a) Will the Education Secretary please state 
what proportion of amount sanctioned three years ago for the improve- 
merit of the Karol Bagh area has been spent, or is proposed to be spent, on 
the iiihabited portion vis-a-vis the uninhabited area? 



UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(b) Is he aware that all the buildings constructed in Karol Bagh had 
the previous approval and sanction of the Municipal Committee in accord* 
ance with the terms of the lease and that latrines and baths were allowed 
to be constructed with outlets on each lane? 

(c) If so, will he please state why sewer lines have been provided in the 
alternate lanes only, without making any provision for the discharge of 
sullagc, etc., of the remaining half of the lanes? 

(d) Is it a fact that about two years ago the inhabitants brought to the 
notice of the authorities concerned their dilliculties regarding the connec¬ 
tion of their drains to the sewers owing to tlieir absence in the alternate 
lanes? If so, what action has been taken by the authorities? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) As the proportion of the area which is inhabited 
has increased since the scheme was introduced, the time and labour 
involved in determining how much of the cost of each service i.s attribut¬ 
able to the inhabited portion and how much to the rest of the ariia would 
be disproportionate to the value of the information wlicij compiled. 

(b) (i). No; the Municipal Committee was not concerned with the 
terms of the lease, (ii). There was no restriction to secure that all baths 
and latrines should open on the service lane. 

‘ (c) Sewers were provided in alternate lanes, which are the service 
lanes. This was considered adequate as every house must abut on a 
service lane; but in gases where latrines and baths do not themselves 
abut on a service lane containing a sewer, the Trust refrain from enforc¬ 
ing connections if there is a technical difficulty. 

(d) Yes. Difficult cases are considered. 

Connecting of Drains with Sewers in Karol Bagh, Delhi. 

104. Bhai Parma Naud: (a) Is the Education Secretary aware that the 
Delhi Improvement Trust, served summons on some of the people of Karol 
Bagh to connect their drains with sewers after submission of p! ns and 
after a fortnight took stops to advise some other people to make use of the 
sewers without submitting the plans? 

(b) Is it a fact that some of the people of Karol Bagh have not yet beei>. 
approached for making use of the sew^ers? 

(c) Will the Education Secretar\ kindlv state whether it is a fact that 
water mains in Karol Bagh have been laid on the main roads only and not 
in the lanes? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: With your permission, Sir, I propose to reply to 
questions Nos. 104 and 107 together. 

The information has been called for and will be furnished to the 
House when received. 

Enhancement of Annual Premium of Nazvl Plots in Karol Bagh, 

Delhl 

105. Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Will the Education Secretary please state 
whether it is a fact that the annual premium of the plots granted by the 
Nazul in the Karol Bagh area is being doubled at the expiry of 20 years 
period 7 

(b) Is he also aware that, under Government orders, rents of buildings 
obtaining in September 1089 cannot be enhanced? 
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Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) The ground rent (not the premium) due on old 
Nazul leases is enhanced in accordance with the terms of the leases. 

(b) No. 

Easement Rights infringed by Construction of Open Storm Water 
Drains in Karol Bagh, Delhi. 

106. Bhai Parma Band: (a) Is the Education Secretary aware that 
open storm water drains were constructed in the inhabited part of the Karol 
Bagh area, cutting off all the passages and entrances to motor garages, 
shops and even houses? 

(b) Is he prepared to consider whether it is not an infringement of the 
rights of the poor inhabitants under the Easement Act, 1882? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) Open storm water drains have been provided in 
the Karol Bagh area, and in some cases these drains interfered with access 
to building. The Trust arranged for residents to be permitted to con¬ 
struct their own culverts over the drains, and so far as Government are 
aware the difficulty has been overcome. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Providing of Electric Lights in Karol Bagh, Delhi. 

*107. Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Is the Education Secretary aware that 
kerosene oil lamps are still used in lighting up all the lanes in Karol Bagh 
area and portions of the tliree main roads encircling Idgah ? 

(b) If so> will he kindly state what is the difficulty or delav in supplying 
electric light to this area? 

STATEMENT LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Infor7t2cition] pvomlsud by the Honourable Sir llcginald. Maxwell in reply 

to the starred question, No. 35, asked by Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad on 

the 8th February, 1940. 

Appointments made in connection with War Work. 

♦ ♦ 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Alleged Occupation of the Muslim Idgah at Burhanpur by the 

Military. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I have received 
notice of a motion for adjournment from Maulana Zafar Ali Khan to this 
effect. He wants to discuss “an urgent matter of public importance— 
namely, the forcible occupation by Military of the Muslim Idgah of Bur¬ 
hanpur in the Central Provinces". Has the Honourable Member obtain¬ 
ed the permission of His Excellency the Governor General? 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan; I have wntten to the Private Secretary to 
the Viceroy and the permission will be coming shortly. 

to. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Very well, I will 
let it stand over. 

- — _ 

For answer to this question. Bee answer to question No. 104. 

+Not printed, but a copy has been placed in the Library of the House. — Ed. of D, 


THE INDIAN FINANCE (No. 2) BILL-contd. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Assembly will 
now resume consideration of the following motion moved by the Honour- 
*able Sir Jeremy Raisman; 

“That the Bill to alter the maximum rates of postage under the Indian Post OfHce 
Act, 1898, to increase the rates of the taxes on income imposed by the Indian Finance 
Act, 1940, by a surcharge for the purposes of the Central Government, and to increase 
the rate of super-tax payable by companies, be taken into consideration.” 

Mr. N. V. Qadgil (Bombay Central Division: Non-Muliarnmadan 
Rural): Sir, when the House rose on Saturday last, I was referring to 
the objection which was taken by the- Honourable ]\Ir. (Iriffttbs that the 
Congress was embarrassing the Government in the prosecution of their 
war efforts. I read a long extract from a book written by Mr. Edward 
Thompson ‘'Enlist India for freedom”, in which he showed that the 
Indian leaders were far more responsible and ii\ fact tliey care more for 
ethical principles than for political or patriotic considerations, but, in 
spite of this, if the Honourable Mr. Gi^iffiths wants to complain that the 
Congress has tried to embarrass the Government in the prosecution of 
their war effort, I want to tell him very plainly that the offer of the Con¬ 
gress is subject to one proviso, that Congress will as far as possible 
try to avoid embarrassing the Government, but at the same time if it is 
the object of the Government of India, and this seems to be so, to crush 
down the Congress and all political life in the country, then the Congress 

will stand up, and from that point of view the Congress has taken the step 

which has now become already public. 

The other speech which I said was remarkable was that of the Honoiur- 
able Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramasw'ami Mudaliar, In his speech he 
stated that he was apeaking for the whole of India—a claim that I think 
even Louis the XIVth would have hesitated to make. I do not want to 
say anything about his representative character, he has none in this House 
but I want to tell him that if he thinks that India is really behind this 
war, then where is the necessity of putting thousands of people in jail 
under the Rules of the Defence of India Act? He went on to say that 

there has been no pressure. May I ask him to recall, with whatever 

influence he has with the Government, what Mr. Mahadev Desai was 
saying at the Journalists’ Conference about the atrocities in connection 
with the raising of war funds and to publish all that? I will give one 
■example to show how collections are being made. A certain Zemindar 
was threatened with the deprival of his gun license unless he paid 
Rs. 50,000. He had to pay It and the license was retained, but I will 
give a few examples in order that the Honourable the Home Member may 
take a note of them. In the district of Colaba, when the war was declar¬ 
ed, there were nearly four hundred police cases pending against the bus 
drivers. They all waited on the Deputy Superintendent of Police and the 
District Magistrate and as a result all the prosecutions were withdrawn 
and half an anna surcharge was added to every motor ticket in the 
Colaba district. -This was to go to war funds. When complaints were 
made, the district authorities said that this is included in the fare and it 
is not a contribution towards the war. I ask the Honourable Sir Rama- 
^wami Mudaliar whether that is honest collection of money. I may give 
other examples to show how things are being worked in the districts. First 

( 709 ) 
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of all I will deal with how things are done by some Indian States—I will 
not name them—here and now. The procedure is this. The ofhcials visit 
a village, and as soon as they arrive all the village watchmen are kept? 
round the village so that nobody can go out. A list is pre])ared of the 
well-to-do people and they are all called in the chavadi. From rnonr'ng 
honts they ai‘c not allowed to go home unless the\' pay the s\im mentioned 
against their names. Then only they can go back. Of course, this i» 
persuasion. Then, in the schools, the children are asked to bring some 
money in order to witness certain performance and if they do not, they 
are threatened with consequences, t will give one other example of w^ork- 
men in the Dapodi w’orkshop, a few miles away from Poona. There the 
labour establishment is on a temporary basis. They draw monthly w^ages 
approximately from Rs. 15 to Rs. 20 each and each workman is asked to 
p^y one rupee. In fact, it is deducted from his wages and if he makes 
any complaint, he is discharged. Things of that sort are happening daily. 
Would the Honourable the Home Member believe that in the districts of 
East and West Khandesh, particularly W’est Khandesh, the Munsifs and 
the Mamlatdars regularly go from stiop to shop in tlie morning outside 
the Court hours. They visit shops and they get contributions to w^ar 
funds. Of course, it must be by persuasion. I put a simple proposition 
before the Government. If they think that these things are exaggerated 
afid not well-founded, why don’t they start an inquiry? Only two days 
ago, the Home Secretary for the United Provinces Government stated and 
that is already in the print that complaints have been investigated; they 
are somewhat exaggerated and in some cases people who have showed 
excessive zeal have been warned. Now, excessive zeal is euphemism for 
down-right extraction. I can multiply these cases. Even the Governors 
are calling merchants and pressing them for w^ar contribution. 

Sir H. P, Mody (Bombay Millowners’ Association: Indian Commerce): 
Which Governor? 

Mr. N. V. GadgU: You can answer best. 

Sir H. P. Mody: That is precisely what I want to do. 

Mr. N. V. OadgU: Now, if these things are openly stated, there is the 
prosecution. If the Governor is really anxious that the people are helping 
out of their own sweet will and that they are convinced, then there is no 
necessity to send for them. If the Congressmen are in a minority, you 
need not w'orry about them. Let them go about like mad men preaching 
against war and nobody will listen to them. But that is not the case. 
The Honourable Sir Ramaswami Mudaliar said that several sections of 
the Indian public are helping war. Yes, the Princes are undoubtedly 
helping war. Yes, to perpetuate autocratic and personal rule. Not in JhG 
cause of democracy. These 610 Princes, who know less about democracy 
than about dancing girls, are they helping in the name of democracy? 
Not in one of their States are real democratic institutions functioning, 
and in the matter of extraction of war contribution, they are the principal 
culprits. None of them is contributing from his own pocket. At any 
rate, I know a State which contributed lakhs of pounds and immediately 
afterwards it got it back from its own people or perhaps a little more in 
the transaction. Officials in States have mads fortunes. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim); The Chair does not. 
think the Honourable Member can discuss the Indian States. 

Mr. N. V. Gadgil: I am trying to meet the point that the contributions, 
are vokintary'. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): The Honourable 
Member had better confine himself to British India. 

Mr. N. V. Gadgil: I humbly submit that the inhabitants of 
the Indian States come and compete with us for jobs in British India. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahimj: That is a different, 
matter. The Government of India are not directly concerned with th^ 
administration of the Indian States. 

Mr. N. V. Gadgil: The point is this. The money which the Govern¬ 
ment of India are receiving from tKe Indian Princes .... 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The Honourable^ 
Member must not go on speaking of Indian States. 

Mr. N, V. Gadgil: What T mean to say is that it is tainted money and 
with this tainted money Britishers are not going to win the cause which 
they profess they are fighting for. 

Then, I will take another section which is no doubt helping the Gov¬ 
ernment’ 1 mean the capitalists and the vested interests. The Gov¬ 
ernment feel that this is a sort of Maginot Line and by remaining behind 
it they can save India. But I give a warning to the Government. The 
Princes, the vested interests and the capitalists—I mean no offence to 
them—have no patriotism. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member is again discussing the Princes. 

Mr. N. V. Gadgil: I am excluding the Princes. The vested interests 
and the capitalists have no patriotism because capital knows no frontiers. 
When they find that the other party is winning, they will quietly transfer 
themselves to that side. Has not the same thing occurred 150 years ago 
when most of the Zamindars and the Princes turned disloyal to the Mughal 
and the Mahratta Central Powers? The same thing will happen again. K 
you want this war to be a war of free people for freedom, then this is not 
the way to get money for financing it. After all, you must remember 
that with money alone you cannot achieve success which you think you can. 

Sir, the Honourable Sir Ramaswami Mudaliar stated that thousands 
and thousands of people have enlisted in the army and hundreds of boys 
have joined the ranks as officers and in other establishments. Do we 
doubt their patriotism? I respectfully submit that the recruitment is far 
from patriotic. You have enlisted 20,000 Gurkhas who have nothing to do 
with India. They are from Nepal. Relioriously, they may be one with 
the Hindus, but so far as their patriotism is concerned, they were the 
people who committed atrocities in Bengal and who fired on the Mnslim 
mob at the time of the Shahidganj agitation. Are they the patriots?* 
Then, you have recruited thousands of pe^one from the tribal areas who- 
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^are neither for the life or the property of the British Indian people. Are 
they the patriots? A few hundred young Indians may have got into the 
army or other cognate Departments but I warn the Government that it 
is not from the patriotic point of view that they have joined these Depart¬ 
ments but for mere careers because unemployment is stalking in the land. 
The Honourable Sir llamaswami Mudaliar went on to say that he was 
convinced that by the end of this war, India would be free and that pro¬ 
mises made would be fulfilled. May I tell him what a great Englishman 
said about British rule in India? He said: “It is a history of promises 
made to the ear and broken to the heart”. I do not think there have been 
any departures from this time-honoured course of action. If in spite of 
all this, the Honourable Sir Ramaswami Mudaliar thinks that things will 
be better, all I can say 13 that it is a triumph of hope over experience. 
He has been connected with public life in Southern India especially. It 
is said that he has something to do with the masses. May I ask him 
what has been the result of 150 years of British rule? Has poverty 
decreased? Has destitution decreased? Has literacy increased or has 
been on an increasing scale? Nothing of the kind. On the contrary, the 
British rule and the British friendship have been a curse. These are 
strong words. But I tell the Government of India that those who speak 
softly on a critical occasion like this are not their friends. They are not 

the friends of the British Government, much less the friends of the 

British people. Those who speak on an occasion like this when history 
Is to be made and when decisions will be taken which will affect the 
•destinies of this country for years to come freely and frankly are the 
friends of their own countrymen and even of their opponents. T tell you 
that British friendship and British connection, taken on a balance, has 
proved a curse not only to India but wherever the British people have had 
anything to do with the destinies of the other people it has equally proved 

a curse. I should like, Sir, to read a short, extract from “Mr. Henri 

Beraud's attack on the Grand Tour”: 

“1 ntn among those who regard English friendship as the cruellest gift that the 
gods can bestow upon any people. When I observe Great Britain, the Bible in the 
one Hand and the Covenant of the League in the other, plead the canse of the weak, 
or invoke the sacred principles of international justice, I cannot forbear to believe that 
her personal interest is at stake. I believe further, that that interest—always the 
same, deriving from an invariable policy—is as old and solid as the throne of Edward 
fthe Confessor. It (this policy) consists in throwing the continent into confusion so 
that England may reign over the ocean wave. It consists in buying the 
conscience of others, in seeking mercenaries in sowing discord. It 
.consists in interdicting peace among the nations. It consists in sticking up clergymen 
•on top of chests of bullion, that they may preach self-abnegation to nations living in 
poverty. Because that is in fact the price of British prosperity!’* 

Mr. President fThe Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): That extract will 
do. The Honourable Member cannot read any further. 

Mr. N. V. Gadgil: 

“Do not the friends of England inform us that the control of the Red Sea is indis¬ 
pensable to British policy on account of the sea route to India? Welb that may be so.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Chair has 
allowed the Honourable Member to read a short extract. He really 
^cannot go on reading long extracts. 
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Mr. N. V. Oadgil: As you are aware. Sir, there is no freedom of speech 
already outside this House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur llahini): Every Honourable 
Member has been allowed the fullest opportunity to say anythin^? he likes. 
There are certainly rules of this House which have to be observed by every 
Honourable Member. 

Mr. N. V. Oadgil: If you rule me irrelevant, I have nothin^ to say. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The Honourable 
Member knows the rules of the House that no Honourable ^lember can 
read long extracts from any document. 

Mr. N. V. Oadgil: This is no document. Sir. but onlv extracts from a 

book. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The Honourable 
Member should not read anv further extracts. He should continue his 
own speech. 

Mr. N. V. Oadgil : Very well, Sir, if that is your ruling, I shall obey. 

Sir, 1 say today that the British connection has done no good to the 
country. It is time that it should be put an end to. Is it indispensable 
for the happiness of Indians that the British should remain here for ever? 
We are asked and very rseriously to help in this war. As I said the other 
■day, we must be convinced that this war is really a war for freedom of 
the people, that it is a war for democracy, that it is a war for the freedom 
and independence of smaller nationalities. Onj^ the other day 1 read in 
the papers that certain small nations on the Baltic coast which were 
created as a result of the Treaty of Versailles have been quietly over-run 
by the Soviet Government. And, two days ago, I find a proposal made 
on behalf of the British Government that the British Government 
are agreeable to recognise the de facto incorporation of these j/a!tic States 
into the Soviet Government. Is that the guarantee for the smaHer 
States? Is that the respect that Britain has for democracy? Is that the 
cause for which Britain is fighting this war? If the British Government 
is willing to recognise this, one would naturally ask what has Hitler done? 
Has he done anything different from Stalin who has quietly incorporated 
several smaller countries in his New Order? Then why not recognise 
him also? Why not end the war? The fact is that people start with 
good ideas and good principles to begin with, war is for democracy and 
war is for self-determination! Then they slow down to national needs, 
then to vital needs and then, ultimately, conquest and last but not least 
survival. England wants to survive and have mastery of the seas for ever 
and she wants that the sea route to India should be a British highway. 
Is it for dumping the goods of England on India? I tell this Honourable 
House that the question of survival of Britain for keeping her strangle¬ 
hold on India is not an absolute question. It is dependent upon war 
aims and what she is fighting for. If she is fighting for anything over and 
above her survival, if she is fighting for civilisation, we have a right to 
know what kind of civilisation she is fighting for. We have a right to 
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know \\lial kind of new order ohe tries to set up after the war is over. 
Today we have been told, nothing doing in way of India s freedom, help,, 
help, and help—that is the sole cry of the Government. Ihis will fiot 
do. We did it uneonditionally 25 years ago. Mr. Grifliths told us, no 
use referring to the past. I beg to differ from him. Unless you own up 
mistakes and errors you have committed in the past and you promise that 
such errors and mistakes will not be repeated, we are not going to help 
you agaiji in coin, in combatants, in men or money. We have a right to 
kiKiw \uur war aitns. lou have, against the wishes of the people of 
India,' without consulting the people or their accredited representatives, 
involved this countrv in war you have dragged 400 millions of people into 
a modern war, ill-equipped with no preparation and for no cause. There¬ 
fore, it is onl\ fair, it is only just on our part to ask what are you fighting; 
for. You say you are fighting tor your survival. You must deserve it. 
It is your own war. Yon have failed during the course of the last 20 
years, diplomatii‘ally, morally and politically. It is your owm creation. 
This Hitlerism is your own creation. I beg to say that Hitlerism has been 
conceived in the Foreign office, of the British Government. It has been 
nursed by British capitalism and if today its grip is round the neck of 
national life of P^ngland instead of blaming Hitler, the English nation ought 
to blame their own diplomacy, their own weak hesitating capitalist leaders. 

Sir, we were told that England is fighting for survival. In tlie course 
of four mouths from April to June nations after nations have collapsed^ 
England has withdrawn successfully from Norway, she has withdrawn, 
successfully from Flanders, she has withdrawn successfully from Somali¬ 
land. Mr. Winston Churchill said the othei day that victory cannot be 
won by successful cwacuation, but J grant an exception to him. If his 
countrymen successfully, politically, withdraw from this country, 1 pro¬ 
mise he will ultimately succeed, i am not making tliis statement in a 
lighter vein w^hich is so characteristic of mv Honourable friend, Sir H. P. 
Mody. I am very serious. I say and T repeat that it is necessary to 
reduce England to a condition of harmlessness. T say and I believe that 
there will come a day when the rest of the world will liave the strength and 
wisdom to reduce in its turn this British nation to luirmlessness w^hich 
boasts of being invincible. What is the root cause for this wuir? Tho 
basic cause for this war is that Germanv has no Empire, there is only 
one Empire in the w'orld and that is the Britisli khripire. Science, may have 
added many things but it has not added one inch of ground surface to this 
earth. Whatever .surface is available has got to he distributed among the con¬ 
tending parties. Well has Dr. Goebells said the other dav that the goddess 
of history has now decided to redistribute the w^orld. What is this war 
for? ^ onr Empire and the French Empire both are founded on plunder 
and robbery, it is not my own opinion but your own writers have stated 

so. Therefore, there is absolutelv no moral claim to retain it. Above 

all if you defeat Hitler today, ten years hence he will rise again and 
the same thing will happen. You may conclude any peace, but no peace 

can sustain unless you free the people of the world and eliminate domi¬ 

nation of one nation over another. Unless that is done, there is no peace 
or t e w^orld. Therefore, when T say that we want to know why is 
IS ww being foucht, it is not onlv for the freedom or peace in this 
land that we are asking for, but it is for the establishment of real peace 
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m this world and a new order based on freedom for all people 
.guaranteed by every other nation. That is our object. Therefore, if the 
war has to end it can never end; it can only end for the time being and 
•then again continue. 

As has been stated, war is the continuation of politics, and politics is 
the continuation of war; and it will continue. Trie chief cause of the 
war you may not pretend to know, but if you subject the whole situation 
to a scientific analysis you must come to the only possible conclusion, 
that the real cause of the war is the imperial possessions of the Britisii 
people. Part with it; the price of your existence as a national derno- 
carcy or even as a nation, I repeat, is liberty for India. If you want to 
live as a nation you must die as an empire; otherwise, there is no hope 
for you. This may not sound very happy to your ears, but if you have 
long views, if you do not believe a larger outlook as deformation of the 
mind, if you do not believe broader considerations as some deficiency of 
the mind, then you will soon realise in your quiet introspection that but 
for your policy towards India this war would not have happened at all. 
It is not for your coal-mines and chalk-hills that Hitler is fighting and 
trying to invade England; it is for your imperial possessions. He wants 
to end your empire, and the better method is to end it yourself voluntarily. 
If you do it today you will at least retain the friendship of the Indian 
people: if you part with power you will avoid bitterness. But if you do 
not do it, the course of liistory is almost settled that }Ou will have to 
part with it wiictlier you wish it or do not wish it. You may abuse Hitler 
in any way you like, but Hitler is the creation of historical forces just 
.as Napoleon was. It was Napoleon who ended the feudal systeiu in 
^Europe and in the end he ended himself. This is exactly what is 
going to happen in the present situation,—HitUa* will end imperialism 
.and in the end he will end himself. Why should we bother? Why 
should we participate in this war unless we are assured that our fate will 
be better? But the British Government is not prepared to give any 
assurance. I tell the Government of India and the British people through 
them that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for the British people to enter the heaven of success with India in bond¬ 
age. It is not going to happen. Do not believe ^hat history will repeat 
itself; do not believe that because in 1914—18 you put down the people, 
you put down liberty of speech, you interned thousands of people and 
after the war was over you cheated everybody, that it will be possible 
for you to do the same thing hereafter. You have involved us in the 
war, and under wharb circumstances? To take untrained people into a 
battle is sheer murder, according to the present Secretary of State, Mr. 
Amery. Do you seriously believe that in case of invasion, with your 250 
akicraft and a lakh and 'fifty thousand people and a few tanks here and 
there you are going to save India? No, nothing of that sort. Is this an 
indication of your competence and efficiency during these 150 years, and 
more particularly in these 15 months that you have thus prepared this 
country for defence? You have not; you have failed. Assuming that this 
vpalr was for India’s benefit, that you have been commissioned to raise a 
'fVne line of deience, have you succeeded? I will only repeat what the 
rBecret<irv of State said in the House of Commons while speaking on the 
Chamberlain debate.' He said, “In the name of God, Mr. Chamberlain, 
^o”. I say, in the name of God, deinocracv and efficiency, all of you go, 
w»lk but, otherwise there is no future for this fcountry. 
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Sir, they have failed. The Congress three months ago in July, when 
France had collapsed, passed a Itesolution that if this Government were 
to declare and acknowledge the right of India to complete independence 
and to forthvvith establish provisionally a national Government, India 
would undertake the task of defence. What was the response? Gov¬ 
ernment did not realise what pains and pangs it must have caused to 
those who had to differ from Mahatma Gandhi, their leader for these 25 
years who has led them from victory to victory. They could not under¬ 
stand it; they do not understand this language. The British Government 
are willing to sell their Colonies for fifty over-age destroyers; they are 
willing to lease out Colony after Colony for 99 years; but they are not 
prepared to give back India her undoubted freedom, her right to deter¬ 
mine her course of action, her right to defend herself, her coast and her 
country, even provisionally. Is that the treatment to be given to a 
country of this type? But those who have done this deserve no co-opera¬ 
tion and no help from us. Sir, that opportunity is gone. England has 
missed the bus in Norway and in several other countries. This was a 
most splendid and golden opportunity as Maulana Zafar Ali said. They 
have missed it, and now something more is in store for all of us. 

Sir, I believe,—and I say this because I have very carefully studied 
the situation,—that it is impossible for the British people to defeat Hitlef. 
All that will happen will be a stalemate or a peace. Lakhs and lakhs of 
people will have to be taken over the Continent to march through France 
to invade Germany, that is an impossibility, even according to the States- 
man. What is the next alternative? Destruction. If that is so, it ia 


time for you to think why the war has been continued further and fur¬ 
ther. I say it is because you do not want to part with your empire. 
Liquidate it. They are mortgaging every asset, not only their own, 
but you will be surprised to learn. Sir, thai at this very hour negotiations 
are going on in England that certain firms in America should be given a 
monopoly of exporting motor-cars to India for a period of 26 years and 
that England should get certain war materials in return. That is how 


they are anxious about our industrial future. You cannot build ships. 
One hundred and fifty years ago in Bengal if any Indian built a ship 
beyond certain dimensions he was to be punished with 25 stripes. That 
order is contained in the Government Gazette of the year 1792, and the 
same spirit continues today. You cannot open factories for building 
motor cars; you cannot build factories for producing aircraft. And these 
Avar efforts we are expected to help in. Yes. for the shop assistants and 
salesmen and agents and sub-agents from European firms who have no 
business now to be given employment and commission, whether they 
deserve it or not. And wherever there are Indian finance officers they 
must be put under British officers so that contracts may go to European 
firms. That is what has been happening in the course of the last three 
months,—let Government deny. What are these war efforts? Is it my 
country or your country that is in danger? Why are vou here? Go 
you,—from Lord Linlithgow down to the Anglo-Indian. 

country. Let them all go away, we will 

S? courlTfTl TTf hav/'shown in 

Hindus and Muslims, that we can 
povem better than you. If you want to go. in God’s name go away “t 
.s your country that is in danger. Why ar’e you here? App«eT/your 
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dividends are more to you than the destruction ot your own country. 

If you go. the i^mimstration will be cheaper; it will be better, more 
efilcient, and at the same time you will retain our goodwill. But if yoa 
do not go, what is likely to happen? It is certain that India, as we know, 
the masses are not going to help you. What will happen? Very soon, 
there will be confusion; there will be revolution. It is coming whether 
you wish it or you do not wish it. The Congress wants that it should 
be on a non-violent basis, that the transfer of power should be accom¬ 
panied by peace and goodwill. But you do not want that. You have 
asked for a revolution and you will have a revolution; and in the result¬ 
ing confusion our destiny is so great, our cause is so just that it is India 
that will succeed and not you. Therefore, Sir, no case has been made 
out at present that will convince us that it is our war or that it is a war for 
any principle. It is a war to consolidate the imperialistic grip on 
India and no more. If that is so, then there is no moral obligation on 
our part to help. People may ask, what will happen to India? Sir 
Cowasji Jehangir is afraid of his investments; Sir Hoini Mody of his 
dividends. Let me assure them both that if we win, as we are certain 
to win, it is much better to side with us. The question is clear. Those 
who want Indian freedom, they must come to us; those who want British 
rule perpetuated let them say so. It is based on racialism—why blame 
the Nazi rule because it is racial exploitation? 


You have taken our soldiers to fight in the Colonies where the best 
12 Noon reserved for Europeans, employments are closed 

to Indians, where racialism and exploitation is the order of 
the day. Do you tell us seriously that British imperialism is not based 
on race arrogance? Search the list of appointments made here. See the 
list, how racialism \vorks. Go to the Colonies to see how racialism works. 
Is it fair that my countrymen should go and die fo^ South Africa or 
British Somaliland or for Kenya, where Indians are treated worse than 
dogs? What is it that you are asking us to do? You are asking us to* 
perpetuate this system, this civilisation w’hich deserves to collapse and to 
be buried fathoms deep. It is a crime against your own generation. It 
is a crime on your part so far as your sons and grandsons are concerned. 
Here is an opportunity which comes once in a century, when you can 
throw off your shackles and be free. Will you realise this*^ On what 
side will you cast your vote? Will you be for those who have always 
stood for racialism, who have always stood for exploitation, who have 
always broken the promises they made, who in their worst hour of trial 
have shown a complete indifference and complete disinclination to part 
with one iota of power? What did you offer? Expansion of the Execu¬ 
tive Council. Is Mr. Jinnah out for jobs? Ts the Congress out for jobs? 
You might think you have made a wonderful offer, but I will give a 
comment of your own Countryman, Mr. Sorensen. He said: 

“The scheme is merely an extension of liability to serve and sacrifice without the^ 
corresponding enlargement or endowment of power.” 


That is not the way to treat a nation of this ancient tradition. Mr. 
Churchill said: “We are the happy inheritors who have got a special 
.aptitude to reconcile empire with democracy and traditioii with progress. 
That is good when the white people are concerned. But here you have 
failed to reconcile the two. On the contrary, at every stage, at every 
moment, you are reminding us that democracy is not for us. The most 
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vicious principle that has been inserted by the Viceroy in his speech is 
that we cannot have democracy if half a dozen lunatics from, the lunatic 
:asyluin say: “We oppose a particular scheme”, then he can turn down 
-everything and say: “No progress.” 

Sir Syed Raza Ali (Cities of the United Provinces: Muhammadan 
Urban) • Nighty millions ot Muslims are not a few people. 


Mr. N. V. Gadgil: I am not referring to Muslims: they' are bound to 
?be with us in the struggle—rather 1 am confident about it. Therefore, as 
I say, it is a most vicious principle. It was just the same principle which 
was embodied in the Treaty of Versailles. You managed there 

to see that no single bjg state remained in Europe and you 

partitioned Europe into small states. This war is the result. That is 
exactly what you want to do here in India today, so that there may be 
groups, groups, groups, so that real nationality, a real powerful nationality 
may not grow in India. That is your object. Some of your ancestors— 
Macaulay for one, said that it would be the proudest) day when Indian 
people themselves would ask the Britishers to go out, because they were 
ready to govern. That proud day is dawning every day; but our regret 
is that Macaulay’s successors do not want to fulfil the promises or the 
mission with which he said tlie Englishmen came out to India. In these 
circumstances, we find that even England is not for fighting for 

democracy, and, in the words of the American Ambassador, there is no 

democracy in England: the light of democracy has gone out in Europe; 
aud it is like the middle ages—darkness. In India the little of democracy 
that was allowed to function has been crushed. The things that eonsti- 
•tute democracy—freedom of speech, freedom of association, individual 
liberty and equality—all that has gone. There is no freedom. We can¬ 


not speak out. What then? It is freedom that is really in danger not 
only in Europe, not only in India but everywhere. Therefore, the Con¬ 
gress has decided to defend that freedom at whatever cost. You may jail 
us; you may be afraid of freedom of speech as the dictators are. They 
are surrounded by bayonets, machine guns and by the latest things that 
science has added, not to expand the bounds of human happiness, but to 
achieve destruction on a large scale. You are surrounded by all these 
things: but a little mouse of thought, in the words of Mr. Churchill, has 
arisen: the still small voice of freedom is going out from Wardha, from 
this corner of the country to the other. You may jail it; you may jail us 
half,a dozen times, twenty times; you may even put an end to our lives* 

, but the cause for which we stand you cannot crush, You dare not crush in 
spite of your bayonets,and in spite of your Defence of India Act. Eequisi- 
tion all the presses in the world, all the available paper in the world and 
ail the typewriters and go on making different rules under the Defence of 
India Act; bub the natural promptings of freedom you cannot put down, 
ihe world IS changing fast. Everybody is trying to adjust to the new 
events that aro^ happening; but here is an institution, namely, the Indian 
bureaucracy, that will not change. Tt is doomed. If you cannot solve 

•this Started 

I^onlv wanted't!!''^^* with some heat today', 

ine huXd timefZ 1 ° .‘Government that the lieat in the couatiy is 
.one nunared times greater than what , I have shown here. ^ 
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Have >ou realised what is present in the minds of the people after the 
rejection of the Congress offer? Bitterness. People hate Hitler but they 
have started hating you because they think that you and he are two sides 
of the same coin. Have you realised this? If you want really to recon* 
cile, if you want really to live, as I said, you cannot live as a nation unless 
you die as an empire; we help you in that process. Do it with grace here 
and how, but if you fail to do so, well, all T can say is that not only is 
there no future for the empire, but the future foi your own country is not 
very happy at all. On our part we have decided to continue what we have 
decided a few’ days ago. We might die in the struggle, but those of us 
who will suiwive, they will survive to see that the struggle for Indian 
freedom has been won. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (f.earler of the 
House): Sir, in the first part of my speech, T propose t( deal briefly with 
some of the matters that have been raised with reference to the Supply 
Department. I have said 1 propose to deal briefly with them because the 
greater number of them were dealt with hv the Honourable the Finance 
Member on Friday while speaking on behalf of the Government on Mr. 
Muhammad Nauman’s Resolution. The Honourable the Finance Member 
then said that, so far as the cpicstion of salaries was concerned which had 
been adverted to so often in this House, he was prepared to submit to the 
Standing Finance Committee a list of all officers employed in the Supply 
Department together with the particulars of the salaries they are drawing' 
and the salaries and the emoluments that they were drawing before their 
employment in this Department, for the s(*nitiny of the Committee. Ho 
also stated that he was prepared to consult the Committee on the prin* 
ciples which ought to he followed m this respect with regard to future 
recruitment. He also stated that I had under consideration the question 
of setting up a Standing Committee for the Supply Department, and in 
answer to a question put to me, I stated that I would be able to inform 
the House on Saturday or on Monday about the decision arrived at con¬ 
cerning the Standing Committee. I now’ announce to the House that it 
is proposed to set up a Standing Committee for the Supply Department 
during this Session of the Legislature. 

There are one or tw o matters, however, w hich w ere not directly dealt 
with by the Honourable the Finance Member on Friday and on which T 
might say a word or two. The old controversy with regard to Controllers 
and Liaison Officers was again revived. There are two lines of criticism 
w'hich are directed against the working of the Supply Department in this 
respect. The business community complain that the Department is run 
along bureaucratic lin(*s, there is too nuich red tape, there is not enough 
consultation with business and industry. On the other hand, some 
Honourable Members have complained that the association of businessmen 
with the Department in the capacity of Controllers and Liaison Officers 
is an arrangement winch is likely to work unfairly to the businesses and 
industries concerned. These two points of view are not necessarily con¬ 
tradictory and the Department have endeavoured to follow a middle line 
in these matters. They have invited the co-operation of business and 
industry, but they have limited that co-operation to advice. As I have on 
more occasions than one already explained to the House, these Controllers 
and Liaison Officers have been selected on the advice of the respective 
industries concerned. Reference was made by Sir. Abdul Halim Ghuznavi 
to the Controller for jute. He admitted that he had been appointed on the 

£ 



720 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[18th Nov. 1940 


[Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan-1 

advice of the industry, but he said that the Indian Jute Mills’ Association, 
whose President that gentleman is, has a majority of European member¬ 
ship, and the Indian members did not raise any objection to the President 
being appointed Controller as they knew they would be over-ruled and if 
they were over-ruled they would be subsequently discriminated against. 
That is a most serious allegation against the Indian businessmen, but does 
not the logical result follow that if they refrained from opposing the selec¬ 
tion of this gentleman as Controller in order to secure that there should be 
no discrimination, we may assume that there is no discrimination. 
But apart from that, we know that there is no discrimination for the 
reason that the Indian Jute Millowners themselves have made no com¬ 
plaint with regard to this arrangement. Similarly, reference was made 
to the Liaison Officer for the leather industry. I have tried to explain 
more than once that the Liaison Officer advises with regard to the leather 
industry and not with regard to hides and skins, and he was appointed on 
the advice of the industry and of the Tanners’ Federation. 1 think it is 
alleged that he gave certain advice .... (At this stage Dr. Sir Ziauddin 
Ahmad rose in his seat). 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahiin): The Honourable 
Member should be allowed to go on with his speech. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan Rural): Don’t try to mislead us. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I am not in a habit 
of trying to mislead. (Interruption.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) • Order, order. The 
Honourable Member should be allowed to go on. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Does the Honourable 
Member question the stateincnt that he is not an Adviser with regard to 
hides and skins? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I showed letters that it is not correct. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: The Honourable 
Alember or some other Honourable Member brought to my notice a 
letter from the Liaison Officer himself which indicated 
that possibly he thought that he w’ould be an Adviser on 
hides and skins also, but the Honourable Member was assured and it was 
pointed out to the Liaison Officer, that he was not an Adviser on hides and 
skins. And that was many months ago. The Honourable Member cannot 
charge me with trying to mislead him. I was saying that it had been 
alleged that the advice of the Liaison Officer with regard to the leather 
industry might have the effect of depressing the prices of hides and skins 
and that is how the hides and skins people are interested. On that, my 
first observation is that, when that aspect of the matter was put to me, 
again a long time ago, 1 believe it was last winter, I said that if the hides 
and skins people would get together and make specific suggestions on the 
matter, I would gladly take them into consideration and do whatever was 
feasible, and it was Uien pointed out to me: ‘But we cannot get to¬ 
gether’ and I said; ‘Well, then I cannot, on any individual representa¬ 
tion, unless the facts put forward indicated what the trouble was, take 
.action when I was advised by the Department that no Liaison Officer is 
required for hides and skins’. My second observation is that so far as 
prices are concerned, the dominant factor in this respect are purchases 
made by His Majesty’s Government. His Majesty’s Government have 
.fixed prices for hides and skins which are well above world parity. 
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Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra (Presidency Division: Non-Muham- 
niadan liural): But much below the pre-war level. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: How do you know? 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: I showed that last time. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: At any rate, they 
are substantially above world parity. Tf prices have gone down all over 
the world, Honourable IMembera cannot complain that jjre-war prices are 
not being j)aid. llecently there has been a tendency on the part of South 
India merchants to hold back su()plies or to offer only poorer qualities. I 
am afraid that may have the effect of doing serious injury to the export 
trade in hides and skins Inasmuch as Great Britain has other sources of 
supply open to it. 

Then reference was made to the Liaison officer foi tlu; woollen industry. 
That industry was not organised to begin with. Kepresentatives of the 
industry, European as well as Indian, were asked to come up and they 
were consulted with regard to a liaison officer. At tin* beginning of that 
meeting, Indian representatives of the industry were not willing to asso¬ 
ciate themselves with any such arrangement but befort* the meeting ended, 
they themselves asked that the matter be taken into consideration again 
and v\ith the unanimous approval of everybody present, a Liaison officer 
was selected. I must make this clear that the duties of Liaison officers 
do not go beyond advice. Also I must place before Honourable Members 
the difficulty of the Department. If the Depart ment is to liave skilled 
advice, where should it get it from? Should it get it from people who know 
nothing at all about an industry or should it get it from people who are 
connected with the industry? That is a matter which the Standing Com¬ 
mittee niight well advise upon. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: You should get the experts of the Indian 
Stores D(.*partment. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The Honourable 
Member had better not interrupt. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I venture to hope 
that the appointment of the committee might give opportunities by dis¬ 
cussion across the table to explode a good many of the vague apprehen¬ 
sions that seem to float about about the department. On the other hand 
I am the last person to pretend that any human undertaking is perfect, 
much lees a Department 'that had to be hastily set up in ordei* to deal 
with, perhapB the biggest emergency that the world has evfer seen and 1 
can give ‘this assurance to the House that if any abuses are brought to 
my notice and it is shown that thete is any basis for them, I shall take 
.appropriate action to remedy them. 

Then, reference was made to recruitment in the Department. It was 
said that the Department was packed with Europeans. It was also said 
that in the sections which had been transferred to Calcutta recently there 
had been a very large percentage of Anglo-Indian recruitment. Well, 
now, with regard to the first matter, the racial aspect of the matter, there 
are several factors to be kept ih mind. One of ttem, and a very important 
one, is that the Supply Department has taken over departments and 

E 2 
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sections in which there Inid been no or very little Indian recruitment so^ 
far. Take the Contracts Directorate. That Department has not normally 
recruited Indians up to the time that it became a part of the Supply 
Department. Since then, eight Commissions have been given to Indians- 
in that Department. That is only a first step. I am sure that the House 
will recognise it is a very welcome step and a step in the right direction. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Very big step too. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan; On the other hand, 
take the Indian Stores Department whicli is now almost wholly Indian. 
For the first time last April, an Indian Chief Controller was appointed ancr 
when he took up another appointment, another Indian was appointed iir 
his place. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (xVgra Division: Muhammadan Rural) ■ 
Or was he turned out? I say that the Indian Controller who was appoint- 
ed was there only for a few months, and then he had to vacate. Circum¬ 
stances arose which compelled him to leave. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: No, Sir. That 
absolutely and entirely wrong. It is an allegation without the slightest 
foundation, and I had hoped that a responsible Member like my Honour 
able friend would have made sure of his facts before he made that allega¬ 
tion. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: It is for the other side to prove that it* 
is wrong. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I should have 
thought that the Honourable Member who is a lawyer by profession .... 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: Hold an inquiry. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: The Honourable 

Member ought to know that an inquiry cannot he held unless an allega¬ 
tion is made supported with such 'prima facie facts that raise at least a. 
suspicion that something of the kind that is alleged has happened. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: How to do it? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I do not know why 
the Honourable Member makes that allegation. He says that this officer, 
who was appointed, was shunted off to something else in order that he 
should vacate this appointment which had been given to him and as it was 
raised on the question of Tndianisation, the implication would apparently 
be that he was shunted off to make room for a European. Well, but an 
Indian has succeeded him. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: I know. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: The Honourable* 
Member did not seem to know, and if he does know that, where is the 
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point of the allegation made by him? And if the Honourable Member were 
to accept the doctrine that an allegation has only to be made for the 

person or tlie officer or the Department against whom it is made to be put 

on their defence, the Honourable Member might find himself in a very 
difficult position if he is to l)e called upon to clear liirnscdf of a charge 
sim})ly because an allegation is niade against him. But I will say this, 

that, nevertheless, this aspect of the matter will continue to have my 

very sympathetic consideration. There have been factors of wdiich I am 
aware which have during the last Near sometimes absolutely necessitated 
•the selection of Europeans for certain appointments when, if the emer« 
gency bad not been so sudden, it might have been possible to recruit 
Indians. Now that the Department is in running order and there is more 
^ime to look round, I can assure the House thati the efforts to which I have 
referred will be made on a more extensive srale. 

Sardar Sant Singh <Webt Bunjab: JSikh): Will you give us the 
assurance that the rule wall be the appointment of “an Indian at the 
head" and it will only be in exceptional cases that Europeans will be 
•appointed ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: The Honourable 
.Member is very fond of asking for assurances, and I have this experience 
that on one occasion, when L took a copy of a newspaper from him and 
read out the assuraiiee that he was w’anting on every occasion subsequent¬ 
ly on which he has referred to it, he has misrepresented what happened 
and 1, therefore, have got to be extremely careful not to walk into an 
.assurance when the Honourable Member invites me to do so. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Ob, 1 see. Be careful. But keep your assur¬ 
ances. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: If I had no intention 
of keeping the assurances given, I could §ive them as lightly as the 
Honourable Member has asked me to give them. 

Now, Sir, if the House will permit me, I shall advert to the main 
issue that has been debated on this motion, that is to say, the issue of co¬ 
operating or not co-operating in the w^ar effort. The debate with regard 
•to this subject has ranged over a very wdde field and it has not all the 
time been possible to follow* the real’lines of the argument and some of 
them, as very often happens in a debate of this character, have been 
rather conflicting and contradictory. It is, therefore, difficult to select 
a line of approach to the problem which would both do adequate justice to 
what has been said and also enable the whole question to be discussed in 
a connected manner. I shall, however, make an effort to sketch the 
background of this question in a maimer from which 1 venture to think 
there would be no or very little dissent. I shall start by enumerating 
<iertaiu points of agreement, at any rate agreement so far as I am con¬ 
cerned —I venture to think, Sir, that we are agreed upon the desirability 
• of the following: and I might say tliat I have culled these from what has 
been said by various Members from different parts of the House including 
Mr. Joshi. We are all agreed upon freedom; that is to say, freedom for 
.each nation to order its own affairs in such manner as appears best to it, 
^irovided it does not interfere with the liberty of other nations to do the 
-same—freedom also from exploitation; each nation to content itself with 
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the benefits that Providence has bestowed upon it and to occupy itself 
with developing them to the best advantage and not casting covetous eyes 
upon what has been bestowed upon other nations. As has been said. 

“Zd tamuddanna 'ainatka da via, mdttdnd bihi azwdjan mihutn zahratal hayot^^ 
iddunyd Unaftinahuiv fihi, wa riiq-o-Rabbilca khairun wa abqd,*' 

An Honourable Member: Translation? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad 2alrullah Khan: The translation is 
exactly what I have said in the last sentence against exploitation. Wher¬ 
ever I make a quotation, it will be a quotation conveying ex;\etly the sense 
of the contex. A free translation of this is: 

“Do not cast covetous eyes upon that with which other people have been blesaed 
with regard to worldly ben^ts so that they may be tried therein, the enjoyment of 
that which has been bestowed upon you is the best and most endurable for you.” 

Secondly, we are agreed upon the sanctity of treaties and engagements 
and international obligations: 

^'Wa aufu bd-ahdi, innal-ahda kdna masuld.** 

“Carry out your engagements, because you will have to give an account of them.” 

Thirdly, we are agreed that the most desirable system of government 
is a system under which the executive authority of the State is carried on 
in accordance uith the wishes of the various sections of the population, 
freely expressed and fairly ascertained; that is to say, broadly speaking, a 
democratic system under which the State exists for the service of the' 
people and is not defied into an object of worship : 

**InnaUdha ya-murvkiirn an tuaddul amdnati ild ahlihd.** 

“God commands you to entrust executive authority into the hands of those who 
a.re best fitted to discharge it.” 

Fourthly, justice between man and man; that is to say, the rule of law 
which secures individual liberty and equality for all citizens before the 

law .... 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City : Xon-lMuhammadan Urban): Yes—the 
Uefenee of India Act! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Bfban: .... and in that 
sphere countenances no privileges based on family, caste, creed, colour or 
race. I was saying: “I hope we are agreed that these are the things which 
one has to aim at.” 

An H<mourabl6 Member: Many more. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Yes, many more; I 
have not yet finished. 

**Wa ltd hakamtum bainan-ndai an tahkumd hil adl.** 

“And when you judge between men, judge equitaW}*.” 

Ld yajTimannakum shanadnu, daupiin aid oild t'adUu, *iddu, huma aqrabu 
httaqwd.” 

“Let not h^tility towards a people incite you to injustice: act justly for that i(a 
nearest to godhnoas.” j j j 
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And that the only patent of nobility shall be: 

“/nna alcramaJcum 'indalldhi at qdhutnr 

The noblest of yoiu in the ©yes of God is he who is most God-fesrxi^g.” 

Fifthly, that the strong shall help the weak rather than exploit them. 
That is to say, from those who have much, a fair share shall he taken. I 
Ehall draw Mr. Joshi's attention to this. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Draw the atieiitioii of the Fjuropeun Group. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: . . And restored to 
those who have little or nothing. Tn other words, Zakat, whicdi has been 
dehned as: 

*‘Sadaqaiun tukhazu min, atjhniydihipi wa tiirnddu iJd fugaraikmi.'^ 

“A charitable levy which is imposed upon the rich and is restored to the poor.’' 

Sixthly,—an ultimate Federation of States—1 want to draw Mr^ Asaf 
Ali’s attention to this because, T believe, he said that—in which each unit, 
w’hilo preserving its own independence, would co-operate on a basis of 
equality with the rest to secure and maintain world peace by elimination 
of war and the setting up of machinery for the settlement of International 
disputes, so that at long last mankind may be free to devote towards the 
alleviation of human suffering and the promotion of human happiness their 
intellectual gifts and the vast resources of science which are at present 
being devoted towards the destruction of mankind. This does not exhaust 
the catalogue of onr social and political ideals, hut these are the matters 
that have been referred to in this debate and they should suffice for the 
purpose in hand. 

Now, Sir, if we are agreed so far, we must of necessity be in agreement 
and must confess that in this struggle our sympathies are strongly on the 
side of the democracies. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Why confess? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Because in certain 

quaiters there is a reluctance to confess that. For, the triumph of the 
totalitarian States and the defeat of the democracies would spell the. ruin 
and destruction of all that w'e regard as noble and hold dear in our ideals. 
Emphatic expression' has already been given to that sympathy by the 
Tjoaders of various parties and groups in this country. Mr. Gandhi has 
said that his sympathies are with Britain and France from the humanitarian 
.standpoint. “I wish even now Hitler would listen to reason and the appeal 
of almost the whole of thinking mankind, not excluding the German peoples 
themselves .... But perhaps Herr Hitler recognizes no God hut brute 
force, and, as Mr: Chamberlain says, ‘he will listen to nothing else.’ I 
have oomft to the conclusion' that Hitler is responsible for the war.’" 

Mt- 9^ Satyamurti: No, no. 

Tile BBonouraMe SIf Muhammad, Zafjrullab Khan:' These, are not my 

wordfe: these are the w^ds of Mr. Gandtli. T did not know that the 
dissent fbom Mr. Gandhi iii Congress railks had proceeded so far. 

“If he succeeds in his design, his success will be no proof of the justness of his 
claim. It will be proof that the law of the. }iuigie i* sAiH'a grdBt force in human 
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affairs. It wiU be one more proof that we humans, though we have 

have not changed the manners of tlie beast”. “My sympath.e,. are wholly Mth the 
AUies. Willy-nilly, this war is resolving itself into one between ®“®*'__l^mocnicy as the 
West hag evolved and totalitarianism as depicted in Herr Hitler . Whatever Hitler 
may ultimately prove to be, we know what Hitlerism has come to It means 

naked, ruthless force reduced to an exact science and worked with scientihc precision. 
In its effect, it becomes almost irresistible”. “The defeat of Britain will be a calamity. 
If the Allies are defea.ted, Imlia will be thrown into confusion Jind iinarchy Item 
which it may not recover for a long time, in the course of whicli India may become 
disintegrated and fall a prey to foreign invasion.” 

Everyone of these words, with whieh 1 am in [)erfeet accord, is 

Mr. Gandhi's. 


“Brute force is gaining ground. Hitler and Hitlerism must be defeated and 
routed ... .It must be the wish of all that Hitler should be defeated”. “We must 
all pray for the success of the AUies in the war.” 

These are the sentiments of Mr. Rajagopalnchariar. 

“Hitler’s war is a wa<- against small and helpless nationalities. It is a war of 
racial arrogance against humanity. It is war of ruthless destruction carried on against 
civilized nations and International relations. It is \iole)ice carried to perfection, seeking 
to destroy peace. Alxive all, it is a war against non-violence which we hold .so sacred. 
It is an irreligious attempt to uproot the sanctity of the moral law'.” 


“Our war is undoubtedly a war against International gangsterdom and against a 
philosophy of life and State which stands for the destruction of human personality by 
a ruthless regimentation of man and his nobler instincts.” 

These are the sentiments of Mr. Munshi with which again 1 entirely 
agree. 

“There is not one right-minded Indian, who does not \^ant the victory of the Allies 
against Hitlerism and Stalinism.” 

“I know^ thi.s that Britain with all her faults is a. decent nation, and in this war 
I have no doubt Mahatma Gandhi wishes, the Congress wishes, I wish {that is Mr. 
Satyamurti) and all of us wish England to win. England will win the war, and at the 
■end of the wjv wdll come the rule of law’ in the International sphere.” 

“Hitleri.sm must be defeated. If Britain does not win the war, India will become a 
slave to other countries and therefore Indians wish for Britain’s success in this war.” 

These are the sentiments of Mr. Satyamurti. 

Sir, this is a time when Britain and India are facing a common enemy 
and in that I liave tlie agreement of Mr. Prakasa? 

“The Congress wants England to win and we all pra.y for her success in the war.” 

That is Mr. Shankar Rao Deo. 


Sardar Valabhbhai Patel has said: 

“The sympathies of all Indian leaders are with Britain and France in the present 
war as they believe that Nazism will lead to the destruction of the world.” 

“A victory for Germany will he a disaster both for India and the world.” 

This is Dr. Prafulla Chandra Ghose. 

Very good. So far we are agreed upon certain things. Apart from the 
social and political ideals which I described in the beginning of this part of 
my speech, we ;ire agreed, first, that Hitler is responsible for this war, 
secondly, that the Dictators are fighting for something which would destroy 
every thing that would make life a rich and glorious inheritance, thirdly, 
that Great Britain is the main bulwark against that destruction, fourthly, 
that the defeat of Britain would mean ruin and destruction to the whole 
world including India. 

An Honourable Member: No, no. 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZalruUah Khan: I have just read that 

' out. Why should anybody deny this. Fifthly and lastly, not only our 
sympathies hut our prayers are also with Britain. 

I now come, Sir, to matters upon which there may be less agreement, 

• even though I siiall make my approach to them in a manner in which I 
might be able to carry with me as far as may be possible the support of 
Honourable Members opposite. Why is it said that we should not eontri- 
bute towards the war effort of Britain to the utmost of our strength and 
resources? Ts it on account of the doctrine of non-violence? Sir, upon 
this aspect of the matter, 1 feel I am not competent to pronounce as I 
have not fully grasped all the implications of this doctrine. So far as my 
own convictions are concerned, T too believe in non-violence so long as I am 
not subjected to aggression by somebody else. Against a violent aggressor, 

T am called upon to exercise such force as might be sufhcient to put an end 
to tlie aggression. M'lu're tlu' aggri's.-ior has been subdued, then I am en¬ 
joined to deal fairly and equitably with him. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (T^erar: Non-Muhammadan): Beal non-violently with 
him. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: In the face of the 
danger that threatens the greater part of the w'orld, indeed the whole of it, 
today, T am convinced that neither non-resistance, nor turning the left cheek 
when the right is smitten woidd avail. On the other hand, I have been 
taught: 

“irc Inkum fl-qisdsi hni/dtuv ya ulil-alhah.'* 

*'Lau la ({afuUahinndun h'advhmn hi-b^adin la-hiiddimat sawdmhfn no hiya'un 
u'a aalawdtuti wa fnasdjidtui yuzharu fiha is mnllahi kasird." 

“Oh ’ ye, who cluim to be wise for you there is life in a system of adequate 
penalties. “ , 

“Tf God were not to permit one nation to oppo.se fo^ce to the violence of another 
nation, then temples and churches and synagogues and mosques in which God i» 
worshipped would be destroyed and swept away.” 

But, we have been assured by Mr. Munshi that this war is war against 
non-violence itself and we have been a.ssured during the course of this debate 
and previously that if Britain were to grant freedom to India, those who 
differ from us ovei’ this matter would then come forward and make the 
fullest contribution towards the prosecution of the war. 

Mr. M. Asal All (Delhi: General): As free men. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Surely then it is not 
the doctrine of non-violence that stands in the way of their making a con¬ 
tribution towards the war effort. What then are the reasons for refusing 
co-operation in the effort to withstand and overcome the stark naked forces 
of darkness and terror. During the course of the debate various reasons 
have been advanced ranging from Clive to Jawahar Lai Nehru. From these 
let me try to frame the very worst indictment against Britain. It has 
been said that Britain is an imperialist nation and it has exploited India 
An every field. 

Mr. M. Aaaf All: To the same extent as Nazis “might^\ 
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The HonouraWe Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan: You know the worst of 

Britain, you have not yet known even the best of Nazism. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: That is why I said “might”. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan: It has been alleged 
that Britain has been guilty of the exploitation of India in every field, 
^he has neglected the defence of this country, she is responsible for the 
communal conflict in this country. She is guilty of repression and even 
denies the right of free speech. Above all she has not yet conferred upon 
India, its freedom. This is an imj>ei’ialist war. We had no choice in 
entering this war or in keeping out of it. It is, therefore, not our war and 
we are not called upon to help Britain. I am sure Sir, that is a fair 
suniniary of England’s past misdeeds and present defaults vis-a-via this 
country which have been dwelt upon during the course of this debate. A 
great deal of time and breath has been devoted to the development and 
embellishment of this tlieme wifh llu* rc'^nlt that a good deal of confusion 
has been created with regard to the real issue before the House. Whatever 
degree of truth may lie behind these allegations, there can he no question 
that Britain’s past misdeeds are irrelevant to the matter that we are consi¬ 
dering. This is self-evident, but I liave also the authority of Mr. Gandhi 
for this. Indeed it could not be otherwise. We know the nature of the 
danger that threatens not only India but the whole world. We also know 
that as far as human endeavour is concerned, Britain and her Allies alone 
stand between that danger and the complete destruction of all liberty and 
freedom and peace. Shall we refuse to help and strengthen Britain as far 
as it may in us lie because Clive committed forgery, because Warren 
Hastings des])oiIed tlie B.ajah of Benares and the Begums of Oudb or 
because there has been exploitation of India and discriminrdion against 
Indians? Suppose as a result of our refusal to help, Britain were to lose, 
would that help to wipe out Clive’s forgery or Warren Hastings’ high¬ 
handedness or past exploitation and discrimination? It may be argued 
that it win at least teach Britain a lesson. But of what avail the lesson if’ 
no Britain is left to take it to heart and no India is left to benefit from the 
changed attitude of Britain. And, indeed the attitude has already changed. 
Apart from the condemnation to which Clive and Warren Hastings were 
sub jected in their own time by their own'people, there is nobody today who 
would attempt to justify what has always lacked jnstifiention. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: What about proud imperialists like Mr. Griffiths. It 
was in answer to Mr. Griffiths that I referred to Clive and Warren Hastings. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan: At the present 
moment, T am speaking and not Mr. Griffiths. 

Mr. M. Asat AH: Mine was only an answer to Mr. Griffiths. 

The Hpnomrable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan: Many things have 
happened in the history of India diuring the last two centuries which nObody 
will attempt to find justification for. But it would be well to remembeir 
that the monopoly of these tilings did not lie either witii one sidfs or with 
the other, and I would appeal to ‘Honourable Members that faciag a common 
enemy let us not rake up the past. That indeed will not help us to over¬ 
come the immediate danger. 
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It H then contended that this is an imperialist war and we tdiould on- 
1 P.M. account refrain from helping. Sir, an “imperialist war” is 

^ abused term and T do not pretend to know its> exact 

signincance, but I do know that when used by Honourable Members op¬ 
posite it has and must have a sinister significance,—a war, let us say, 
waged with the object of despoiling weaker nations of their liberty and 
territory, a land-grabbing war as Mr. Abdul Qaiyiim described this war. 

If that is the meaning to be attached to that expression, 1 should have 
thought that the quotations that T have read out from the speeches and 
writings of (’ongress leadeis should have completely met that contention. 
Is it seriously contended that Britain is today engaged in a war of that 
description? The liberty and territory of which nation lias it designs 
against? Poland, Dcuimark, Norway, Holland, Belgium, or' Tjuxemhoiirg? 
Or France, Rumania nr (ireece? Oi’ is it })erchancii Hiinoary, Yugoslavia 
or Bulgaria? Or perhajis Russia, Finland or Sweden*.’ Or Spain or 
Portugal: Or Egypt, Turkey, Iraq, Iran or Afghanistan? Surely it will 
not be contended that ‘it is the Fnited States of America or Mexico or 
any of the Central American Re])ul)lics? 

Mr, S. Satyamurtl: It is one word,-—India! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Is this war waged for 
despoiling India of its liberty and territorv wlien throughout the contention 
has been that India has already lost its liberty to Britain*^ 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: They want to keep India: that is the imperialist 
war. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Is it not n fact 
that for many years before the war. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali; The Hononrahh' ^lember did not mention Palestine in 
that list. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur Rahim): Order, order. The' 
Honourable ^[embers have already made their speeches. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Britain went on 
progressively reducing her armaments to a level much below that of safety. 
The present Prime Minister for five years, day in and day out, in and out 
of Parliament and in the press, begged and pleaded that Britain should 
put herself in a state of adequate defence, more ])art'icularly in the air; 
and during all that period a deaf, a criminally deaf ear was turned to hia 
begging and pleading. 

Mr. S. S&tya,muirti: Poor Chamberlain is dead; don’t abuse him! 

The Konourable Sir Muhammad ZaJruUati Kh^u: It was not Chamber¬ 
lain’s fault; it was Lopd Baldwin’s. Is tl>at the way in which an im¬ 
perialist war is prepared for? Mr. Chamberlain has been referred; to,. 
Did Munich indicate a desire on the part of Britain to embark upon {in 
imperialist, nay, any kind of war? Surely this is a strange type of im¬ 
perialist war where the victim is non-existent, where there is no hint of 
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-aggression, where elementary precautions about defence have been neglect- 
-ed and which was actually entered upon to put a period to the brutal 
aggression of a gangster against his weaker neighbours! 

But, it is said, we were no parties to the declaration of war: why 
should we be asked to help? It is not our war. True, it is not our war 
in the sense that it is not of our seeking. Equally this war is not of 
Oreat Britain’s seeking. Mr. Gandhi has said, “Hitler is responsible 
for the war”. Hitler started the contlagration and it behoves every one 
who values the things to which 1 have drawn attention to do the utmost 
within his power to extinguish the fire lest all that is valued by us be 
devoured and consumed. 

The q\iestion of India’s consent is a matter relating to its constitH- 
tional status and is part of the general problem that India is in a sub¬ 
ordinate constitutional position. And this brings me to the next point, 
namely, that we arc not a free nation. We shall, therefore, not lu‘Jp in 
the war; if Britain wants our help or co-operation let it grant us our 
freedom. Sir, I shall not enter into the m(‘rits of the Dominion Status 
Independence issue; nor shall 1 pronounce upon the adequacy or 
otherwise of the off(‘rs made; and I shall naturally eschew the coniinun- 
al controversy. I have already said that we are all united in oiu‘ desire 
for India’s, freedom; we are, I believe*, also agreed that that freedom is 
to be achieved by the transfer from Brhish to Indian hands of all ]ioli- 
■tical and constitutional ])ower that l^ritain at present exercises in res¬ 
pect of India. I shall assume that Britain is in default over this m.atter. 
But the question is, is this default likely to be remedied more quickly 
and niore completely by helping the war effort or by abstaining from 
help? This to rny mind is the crucial question in the whole of this 

controversy and the answer to it depends upon a consideration of this 
further question: If w^e refuse to help will that bt^ a serious handicap 
on the war effort, such as would put Britain’s chances of vi(*tory in 
jeopardy? Or will the effect, direct or indirect, moral or physical, upon 
the ultimate issue of the war be negligible, so that our attitude coidd be 
ignored altogether as being of no account? Sir, I do not know how 
Honourable Members opposite view this aspect of the matter, but not 
knowing their minds I shall deal wdth both aspects. Let us assume for 
a moment that our failure to help could be ignored as being of no effect 
upon the \dtimate issue of the war. Then it will have no greater value 
than the petulant gesture of a sulking child, the proverbial cutting of 
one’s nose to spite one’s face; and those w'ho adopt that line of actiovi, 
or, rather, inaction, would only have succeeded in making themselves 
ridiculous in the eyes of the world. On the other hand let us assume 
that the policy of non-co-operation wall seriously handicap the war 
effort and put in jeopardy Britain’s chances of victory. On that assump¬ 
tion what a ridiculous scene at once presents itself before our eyes I We 
can hear one Honourable Member opposite declaring, ‘‘Mahatma Gandhi 
wishes. Congress washes, I wish, all of us wish Britain to win, but we 
shall adopt a line of policy that shall prevent Britain from winning. We 
do not desire to embarrass Britain, in fact we desire it to win, but we 
shall, not only do nothing to enable it to wdn, we shall put its chances 
6f winning in jeopardy”. Mr. Bajagopalachariar and Mr. Shankar Rao 
Deo have said: “We must pray for Britain’s victory.” S4r, prayer is a 
:^oIemn and a serious business; and to be sincere it must come from the 
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heart. When it is said: “We should pray for Britain’s victory”, surely, 
it is meant that we should humbly, earnestly and sincerely beseech God 
to help Britain to victory. But Ftonourable Members opposite, while* 
beseeching God to help Britain to victory, are beseeching India not to- 
help, like the people who once said: 

*^Izhal) antn vn Ifabhul-d^ faqdtild innd bahvna qaidun,” 

“Go thou and thy Lord and flight : we shall sit here,” 

To what mockery does this reduce the most solemn act that the soul of 
man is capable of? When we pray for a certain object, does it not 
behove us sincerely, earnestly and honourably to do all that in us lies to 
forward that object? And if w(‘ fall to strive thus, is not our prayer a - 
mocking of the Divine? 

It may be argued that if we withhold our help at tliis stage, we might 
obtain our freedom sooner. This sounds very much like deriving profit 
out of Britain’s difficulties by adding to them; but let that pass. The 
point I desire to stress is this: shall we persist in this attitude until 
Britain is compelled to yield to our demand? If not, why start on a 
path that is likely to lead nowhere. If yes, how shall we ensure that 
in the meantime the withholding of our help will not already have put in 
jeopardy that very victory n[)On which must depend all our hopes of free¬ 
dom and of peace. 

Mr. M. Asaf All: That is where the question comes. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan; Honourable Mem¬ 
bers opposite may not agree with me on the merits but I hope they will 
agree that I am stating tlie question fairly; and yet a certain degree of 
comfort may be drawn from the attitude ado])ted by Honourable Mem¬ 
bers opposite in this matter of helping or not helping in the war effort. 
During the summer they were much perturbed I believe they were 
frightened, that Britain was about to collapse. They fully realised that 
if Britain collapsed India was bound to become the vassal of one of the 
dictator countries—it lias been so specifically stated. I am sure they 
have no more desire than we have that that should be permitted to hap¬ 
pen. They, tlicrefore, gave expression to their fears and tlieir wishes for ' 
tlie victory of Britain, and even made appeals for prayers to that effect. 
If today they are loud in their protestations that they will not help in 
the war effort, that must proceed, first, from a conviction that Britain * 
is holding its own and will win through in the end, and secondly, from 
the conviction that their failure to help will not prejudicially affect- 
India’s war effort and that in any case Britain will provide for the ade¬ 
quate defence of India, It is impossible on any other hypothesis to re¬ 
concile the declarations made last summer by Congress leaders, some of' 
which I have read out, with the attitude adopted by them today. If this 
hypothesis is correct, then the volume of these protestations against' 
India helping in the war is the measure of Britain’s chances of victory, 
and the louder the protests the nearer the victory. 

While I am on this subject of freedom, may I give expression to an 
apprehension that has been growing in my mind while this debate has- 
proceeded? Such Honourable Members opposite as have taken part in* 
the debate have indulged in the utmost freedom of speech and they have 
been listened to with courteous attention by this side: As soon as the 
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Honourable the Commerce Member, however, began to speak, he was 
greeted from opposite Benches with derisive shouts and thumpings of 
desks and persistent heckling and interruptions till you, Sir, resumed 
the Chair, when the tempo slowed down. Surely, if freedom means 
anything, it means toleration of all that does not offend against the law 
of the land or the moral sense of the community and the meeting of 
equal measure to all sides; and yet that is the kind of thing that we have 
witnessed here. Perhaps that was Honourable Members’ idea of free 
speech. Again, when Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi made a reference to 
the question which Mr. Jrtmes had put to Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: “If you 
had been in Holland, would you have been permitted to make the speech 
that you are making here?”, iMr. Abdul Qaiyum retorted to Sir Abdul 
Halim Ghuznavi: “And if India were fret', could yo\i make this speech?” 
meaning that if Mr. Abdul Qaivum happened to be in power, he would 
take good care that nobody who differed from him would have any 
chance of giving ex])ression to his vifw.-. Another Honourable Member 
opposite made some observation during the course of his speech, which 
raised a laugh from, among others, a European Member. Said the Hon¬ 
ourable Member opposite: “Mr. So and so laughs. Yesterday he told 
us his heart was bleeding because their women and children were being 
bombed. Sir, I am glad I have made him laugh today.” I do hope 
the Honourable iMembor feels some regret,. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: On a point of personal explanation. The Honour¬ 
able Member has said that I should have felt regret' for having said some¬ 
thing which he has not repeated correctly: I remember distinctly that 
while I was trying to describe India’s misery, a European gentleman 
was laughing. All that I said on the occasion was: “I am glad that I 
have by my speech cheered him, although yesterday he seemed to be very 
depressed—today I have provided him with an occasion to have a 
laugh.” I do not think you have got it correctly. He laughed at India’s 
misery. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Does the Honour¬ 
able Member wish to continue? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): He can then 
resume after Lunch. 

The Assembly then adjoiimed for Lunch till Half East Two of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) in the Chair. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Sit, I apologise to 
Mr. Asaf Ali if I had misunderstood him. I teadily accept his explana¬ 
tion that he reminded the Member of his misery, becdtlde the Member 
had laughed at India’s miseries I Sir, I am at one With Honourable liem- 
bers opposite in condemning racial pride and artogance wherever it 
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exists, and the pride and arrogance which result from too long a posses¬ 
sion and exercise of power. 1 hope they will join me in condemning 
equally the arrogance of the demagogue, the mob orator and the tub 
iihumper. 

** 1 nnaUdhn la yuhibhu man huna mukhtnlnn fakhura-ml-lazmn yahkhaLuna wa 
ya-muriinan-ndsa bil bukhli, wa yaktymuna md dtd-hum-u-Uahu mm fadlihi." 

“God loves not the arrogant and ibe boastful; those who hold back thoitiselves and 
ask others to hold back and try to conceal that which God has be.^towed upon them 
out of His bounty.” 

Mow, Sir, let us face facts and realities. Let us realise the magnitude 
of the danger that tlireatens. Europe and a large part of Africa are 
already passing through the furnace. We do not know what is being 
hatched in the Chancellery in Berlin. Bo not imagine for a moment 
that this country is secure. Danger threatens from tlie East, from the 
West and from the North. At any moment the tlnindcrbolt may be 
let loose against Egypt, against Turkey, against Iraq, against Tran, 
against Afghanistan or against fhe Dutch East Indies, and it will be 
the turn of India next. Some Honourable IMembers opposite have 
said: “Wliat then; we speak here in English today, we shall then learn 
German or Italian or Ku.ssian or Japanese as the case nmy^^be” Apart 
from the certainty that we shall not be permitted to speak here or in¬ 
deed anywhere, what about the intervening ruin, mi.sery and desolation? 
Do not forget. 

''Innnl innhikn izn dnkhalu qnrijatan afsadu-ha wa ja'alu a'izzata ahUhd azlllatun 
Wa kaznUka i/afn'Jun." 

“When invaders enter a territory they ruin it and disgrace and humiliate its respect¬ 
able people; they always avct like this.” 

Let us not delude ourselves that it will mean only a peaceful 
transition from one ty])e of regime to another. Let us remind ourselves of 
what Hitler thinks of us. He has described the advocates of Indian 
freedom as oriental mountebanks and has declared that it is a crime 
against the eternal creator to train the dark races in intellectual careers . . . 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena (Lneknow' Division: Non-Muhammadan Bural): 
How has Churchill described us? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: He says: ' To me as 

a nationalist who appreciated the worth of the racial basis of humanity I 
must recognise the racial inferiority of the so-called oppressed nations”. 
“Whatever be the relationship inside the dominant countries, there will 
srill be the class of subject alien races .... 

Mr. M. Asaf All: In other words “Sage zard barddar-i-Shaghal.” 

TOe Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafirullah Khan: And where eloes 
India’s real seonrity lie? Even if it is a case of ‘‘Sage zard barddar-i- 
Bhaghdl”, how will tMs exchange benefit you? You want to remain free 
:from both? 

Mr. M. Asaf All: Exactly. 

The Honourable Sir Muhainmad Zafrullah Khda: What is the use of 

'bringing about a state of affairs where almost certainly you will exchange 
Jhe worse for the not so bead. 
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Some Honourable ICembers: No, no. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Klhan: For better or for 
worse India's destiny today is linked with that of Britain, and what is 
still more important, in the eyes of the encmiy they are inseparable, 
whatever we may say. We must, therefore, recognise that under Pro¬ 
vidence, India's security today is linked with the security of Britain, with 
the security of Egypt, with the security of Turkey, with the security of 
Iraq, with the security of Iran, with the security of Afghanistan, and 
with the security of the Dutch East Indies, and the human forces which 
are the bulwark of that security are the British Navy, the Royal Air 
Force, the British Army and the fighting forces of the British Common-^ 
wealth of nations, including India, and the countries that I have just 
enumerated. 

Mr. Sri Prakaaa (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Non-'Muhammadan. 
Rural): And the Defence of India Act! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: And if we would 
preserve our security, we must do our utmost to strengthen these forces. 
Every ship sunk or damaged in Taranto harbour or in the Straits of Otranto- 
is a hammer blow at the heart of Italy and Germany and serves to raise 
the fence round Turkey, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan and India by 
several feet. 

Mr. Mohanlal Saksena: I want to know if Egypt is helping. 

Mr. Deputy President FMr.^ Akhil Chandra Duttn): Let the Honour-- 
able Member proceed uninterrupted. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: The Honourable 
Member’s thirst for knowledge is very keen, and I shall tell him that 
Egypt is helping. Egypt is not formally in the war but, it is helping all: 
the same. 

Mr. Mohanlal Saksena: But India is. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: If, God forbid,. 
Britain should be beaten that fence will break and will be swept away. 
Farewell then to all dreams of freedom and democracy and justice and* 
fair dealing between man and man and nation and nation. (Interruption.) 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Dutta): There must be no 
inten'uption. 

The Honourable Sir MuhammiMi Zafrullah Khan; Those hopes will 
vanish as vanishes a dream when the dreamer aw^akes and the torch of 
culture and civilization will be extinguished till such time as mankind 
has purged itself clean of all its defaults and shortcomings. And shall 
it be said that India was so much a stranger to its own true interest, to 
loyalty to humanity and to honour itself that it refused to do its share 
to avert the calamity? Indeed, No! India is making a splendid res¬ 
ponse already to the (!all and its response will continue on an ever increas¬ 
ing scale. The heart of the youth of India has been stirred, and the» 
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youth of India is responding nobly to the call of duty and of humanity. 
India is helping with men, money, munitions and materials, and as I 
have said, will go on helping on an increasing scale. 

Mr. Mohan^l Saksena: What about the Government circular to edu¬ 
cational institutions ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: And I would like to 
nsli a question—are those who are responding so gallantly to the call, 
<,nngres8men? If yes, then the Congress it-elf is helping; if no, then 
India’s co-operation is the measure of the 1 ollowness of the Congress 
claim to represent the whole of India. Honourable Members opposite 
love to indulge in the pleasant illusion that they alone represent the people 
of India, and that they alone have the authority to speak for them. 
During the speech of the Honourable the Commerce Member, there was 
a certain amount of controversy with regard to the value of elections 
conducted under the conditions that prevail in India toda\. A little later 
on, during the course of the same'speech an Honourable Member opposite 
made an observation which completely bore out the contention of the 
Honourable the (Commerce Member. 1’he Honourable Member opposite 
was reminded that he bad recently described the British as a decent nation, 
whereupon the Honourable Member said, “Oh, yes. The nation is 
decent, it is their Government that is not”. He forgot for the moment 
that the British Government is a completely responsible Government based 
on a system of free elections, free from all the complexes of the constitu¬ 
tional position in India. Even there, according to this Honourable Mem- 
bei- a decent nation is capable of setting up as a result of elections an 
indecent Government. If that is so, how much more indecent may not 
be the result of elections in India having regard to the complexes to which 
T have referred. 

Sir, there is too pronounced a tendency on the part of Honourable 
Members opposite to arrogate to themselves a monopoly of all wisd om, all 
patriotism, all sacrifice. They are not disposed to make any allowance for 
honest differences of opinion, for convictions as sincerely held as their 
own, for service, however arduous, however exacting, however 
sellless, unless it is rendered in a manner approved by thein, 
for saciifices made and martyrdom suffered unless they are on lines approv¬ 
ed by Wardha. Let me put to them that he who shouts the loudest is 
not necessarily the greater patriot, and that there is a proverb about 
smearing oneself with a little blood and claiming to be a mart\r. Martyr¬ 
dom of the spirit ranks far higher and may cause much more anguish 
than martyrdom of the flesli and it is not suffered necessarily inside a 
prison cell. 

Let me also convey to Honourable Members opposite my own personal 
conviction that those are in error who proclaim that Britain has not yet 
reconciled itself to a transfer of real power to India. Sir, I too held that 
view till the autumn of last year. . ^ . . . 

Mr. S. Satyamurti; What happened then? , 

An Honourable Member: Till you became a Member of Govetliment. 

The honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrull^ Kh^.: I would beg Honour¬ 
able Members not to judge others by their own standards.:. But I have 
since been convinced that there is a real change of heart amongst those 
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in Britain in whose hands rest the reins of power. I place complete trust in 
the declaration recently made by the Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill, “Long 
live also the forward inarch of the commo,n people in all lands towards 
their just and true inheritance. On to better times’’. 

Sir, an Honourable Member opposite made some contemptuous refer¬ 
ences to Mr. Churchill, I was sorry to have had to listen to him. That 
stout-hearted old man with an indomitable spirit, has proved himself to 
be one of the greatest leaders that Britain has produced, (Cheers) and is 
setting an inspiring example in leadership to the rest of the world. One 
Honourable Member opposite was very sarcastic about Mr. Churchill’^ 
declaration that Britain was fighting for survival. He said, ‘‘Survive by 
all means if you can manage it, but why should 1 be terribly enthusiastic 
about your survival ? I am not a museum keeper that I should be anxious 
to preserve archaeological relics”. I can understand that Honourable 
Members opposite are not interested in anybody else’s survival except their 
own, though, for India’s sake, I hope tliat that is not an attitude which is 
widely shared with them by the people of this country. But even for 
them the tragedy is that their own survival is bound up at this stage w’ith 
the survival of Britam. 

An Honourable Member: No. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: They may say “No”, 
today. They did •not think so last summer when they were afraid that 
Britain was going under, ft is a proposition so self-evident that it should 
require neither stressing nor repetition,—tha.t if Britain should go under 
in tin's war, India would be placed in a position of the most ahjec.t sub¬ 
mission to one of the worst and blackest tyrannies that the world has ever 
witnessed. And that is not a sentiment to whicli T alone have given 
expression, it is a fear to which expression has been given by Congress 
leaders themselves. Let me remind Honourable Members in the words 

of Mr. Churchill. “Without victory there is no survival.And let it 

he realised, on survival for the urge and impulse of ages thait mankind sliall 
move? forward towards its goal”. I shall also remind them in the words 
of the Prime Minister. “All depends now upon the whole life and strength 
of the British race in every part of the world and on all its associated 
peoples and all its well wishers in every land doing their utmost night and 
day, giving all. daring all, enduring all, to the utmost, to the end. This 
is not a war of chieftains or princes, of dvnasties or national ambitions 
(as indecul was admitted l)v an Honourable Member opposite on Saturday); 
it is a war of peoples and of causes.” And, Sir, we all realise on which 
side India ought to range herself. 

Sir. it has been said by Mr. Gandhi that he wants Great Britain to 
be greater still by granting the Congress freedom to persuade India not to 
co-operate in the war effort so that the world may acclaim the generosity of 
Great Britain. May I be permitted to say that I am far more anxious 
that this great country of ours should prove itself to be greater still, and 
tnat. in spite of Britain’s past misdeeds, in spite of. the exploitation and 
the discriminaion, in spite of its faults and shortcomings, in spite of its 
failure to grant India its freedom, India should, With a united voice, 
proclairp that against thi^,dread jd^anger to huinapjtv. she will^ draw a 
veil, over the past, and give freqlv and fpllv aiirt. to the ntrri'j^t all the 
help and all the co-operation that she is capable of, i' 
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I agree with Mr. Satyamuiti that with all their lau fU-poLold of 

a decent nation, and I am convinced that we are at t e 
that freedom which all of us so passionately desire. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti: How do you know? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: 1 am not going to 
enter into a debate on the grounds of my conviction. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Give me one reason, I will be convinced. 

An Honourable Member: Supply Department! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: It is a case of my 
personal conviction, but I am prepared to i^ivc tbe Fdononrnbh‘. Member 
plenty of reasons; indeed I have already given him on a certain occasion 
my reasons for this conviction, 

Sardar Sant Singh: No assurance as Leader of the House. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: You are not (convinced >ourself! 


The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I am fully convinced. 
The robes of freedom have been fashioned and are ready for India to w'ear.. 
Let us hope that this groat country of onrs at this supreme moment in’ 
the destiny of mankind, will rise to a stature which will enable it fitly and 
worthily to wear those robes. 

So far, T have dwelt upon tbe material aspect of tbe issue. Sir, 
this is a solemn moment in tbe history of mankind, and T owe it to myself 
rind to my fellow beings to draw attention to another and more fundamental 
aspec't. T am sure that on this there will he no differonee between Honour¬ 
able Members oposite and m\self. la this twentieth centii>\- mankind 
has been more abundantly blessed with the means, of alleviating human 
suffering and promoting human happiness than ever before, and yet we 
see before onr very eyes tbe spectacle wherein all the means which should 
have been devoted towards achieving these ends, are being employed for 
the destruction of mankind. How has that come a])ont ? Mv own 
conviction is that we find ourselves in this plight because we have de 
throned God from our liearts and have filled on/ hearts with false gods, 
with pride and arrogance, ^^'ith greed and avarice, with evil thoughts and 
selfish designs. Foul deeds have been done in the sight of God till the 
mills of God have started grinding. How shall mankind extricate itself 
from this maelstrom of unbridled violence and limitless destruction and 
turn back into the paths of peace and brotherhood. There is only one 
wav of doing it and that is to cleanse our hearts of all evil thoughts which 
have accumulates^ therein, to cast out the false gods who have made 
their homes there and to restore o\ir hearts to such purity that they shall 
again, be fitted to become the thrones of the One true God. cajpnot 

be accomplished by armaments or any other material means. 

S. flatyfmurtL Hear, hear. , 

TJie Honourable j5ir Muliap;ii;nad Zafr]ul],^h Khan; By means of arma¬ 
ments, we can only repel the, aggressor; and save mankind from utter 

F 2 
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physical ruin and destruction which must also involve its moral 
and spiritual destruction. But the repelling of the aggressor by 
it sell will not save mankind; it will no doubt save the vessel 
but will not by itself purify it. Once the aggressor has been 
Mihdiied, the aggressor and his victims must all be led back to 
the greater safety and security which is the security of the soul based 
upon the higher moral virtues. We can accomplish that only by submit¬ 
ting ourselves humbly to the will of GckI. Man has been created in the 
image of God and there is a divine purpose for which he was created. I 
am afraid today neither the image nor the purpose is discernible but, surely, 
that purpose will be fulfilled. We must first strive to ascertain that pur¬ 
pose and then bond all our energies towards fulfilling it. That pur¬ 
pose may only be discovered by prayer, humble, sincere and earnest and, 
believe me, God hears prayer today as much as He heard it in days of 
old. He also speaks today as He spoke in days of yore; if we shall but 
open our ears and our hearts to His message. He has promised : 

''Allazina jahadu fina In-nnhdi-yannahiim sitblnnd.*' 

“Those who strive after me I shall surely guide along the paths that lead to me.” 

**Fa-{mjnn ya-tiyannakum minni hudan faman tabi'a hvddya fold kbanfvn 'afaibim 
wa fa hum yahzanund* 

“So, whenever guidance comes to you from me, then who so follows my guidance 
shall neither fear nor grieve”. 

“IPa iza sdlakn 'ibndi *anni fa-inni garih. Ujihu d*awatad-ddi iza da*ani falyastajibu 
li ivnl yu-minuhl Id allahum yarnhudund* 

“And if my servants should ask thee (0 prophet) about me, I am near : I respond 
to the cry of him who cries to Mo. So, let them open their hearts to Me a.nd believe 
in Me, that they may be rightly guided.” 

"Ln nghlahnnua and ira rusuJid* 

“I and My messengers will surely prevail.” 

Sir, I have done. Tf Honourable Members opposite agree with me, 
so much the better for them and for India. If they differ with me, I 
shall only say to them: 

“7n ahsantum ahsantum li anf'imlcum, wa in asatum falahad* 

“Tf you do good it is for your own.selves; and if you do ill it is also for your 
ownselves.” 

“7/1 amali wa hikum amaluhum^ antum hariuna mimjna a'malu wa ana barnin 
mijnma VamaJun” 

“I am responsible for my conduct and you are responsible for yours ” 

“TFu akhar-u d'awd-nd an-i-l hamdu lilldhi BabbiVAfamin." 

“And my last word is that all praise is due to Allah the Sustainer of the Universes.” 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Bombay City: Non-MuhamUiadan Urban): 
Mr. Deputy President, it is not very often that I feel a certain diffidence 
come over me when I get up to speak in this Honourable House, but to 
follow a speech such as has just been delivered is no easy" task, and if I 
offer my humble congratulations ^ the Honourable . the Leader of ...the 
House for a brillmnt speech, I do so in all humility. Mr. Deputy President, 
our friends on the Congress Benches have honoui'ed us by their presence 



the INDIAN FINANCE (NO. 2) BILL 73l9 

here on this occasion to turn the Finance Bill into a huge political stunt. 
I think the Honourable the Finapce Member has to be congratulated on 
their presence, for a good deal of the attention that would have been paid 
to him has been directed to the whole of the Government Benches, but 
nevertheless there have been uttered from all sides of the House certain 
words of caution, specially with regard to economy in the Supply Depart¬ 
ment, to misdeeds that are very possible when huge sums of money are 
to be spent and on higher salaries paid to Government officials for war work. 
I am certain that those words uttered by many friends round about me 
have found the mark, for we have had two speeches already in reply to the 
criticisms, but may I just state that I do feel that when hon-officials are 
being called upon to do war work, when non-officials arc only too anxious 
to put in a few hours work over and above their ordinary efforts, that 
Government officials, for harder work and greater responsibility, should be 
paid more, does seem rather strange. 

T did want to say a word or two about a clause of the Bill, but in this 
ifun^alistic atmosphere, T fear, it will be waste of bn-ath and waste of the 
time of this Honourable House. If this Bill lives through the consideration 
stage, we will get an opportunity of saying a few words on the clauses. If 
it does not, well, then, what has happened in past years, T presume, will 
happen again, and, therefore, Mr. Deputy President, 1 will say no more 
about the Bill itself, but will give expression to a few thoughts on the 
many speeches T have had the pleasure of hearing during the last three or 
four days. T have tried to analyse the exact meaning of these various 
speeches, and T cannot help coming to the conclusion, and I trust T will 
be excAisod for saying so, that there were a certain number of inconsistencies 
in these speeches. 

Now, boiling it down as far as one can, I find that the opposition to this 
Bill or to vote any money for war purposes is on account of the refusal of 
Governnient to undertake after the war to grant independence to this 
country to be settled by a Constituent Assembly elected on adult franchise. 
That is one of the major points. T fully realise that a demand has been 
made for a National Government under the present Constitution, but the 
major demand is that after the war there shall be independence for this 
country settled by a Constituent Assembly elected on adult franchise. 
Now, may T ask my Honourable friends opposite, for whom is that indepen¬ 
dence . 

An Honourable Member: For you. 

Sir Cowasjl Jehanglr: For all of us. 

An Honourable Member: Tes. 

• 

Sir Cowaaji Jehangir: Then, if it is for all of us, for all classes, for all 
creeds, for all minorities, may I then ask, what is the guarantee that a 
Constitution framed by a Constituent Assembly, elected on an adult fran¬ 
chise, will give that independence in this country to all of us? Where is the 
guarantee? 

An Honourable Member: None. 

Sir Oowasjl Jehanglr: The only guarantee we can get is to look back 
upon Congress Governments in the provinces for the last 2% years when 
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they had a great measure of independence. 1 cannot speak with any 
authority about Congress Governments in all provinces, but I can speak 
with experience of the Congress Government in my own province. There, 
our civil liberties were restricted. I may even say that certain of us, 
Hindus and Parsis, were deprived of our civil liberties .... 

An Honourable Member: Drinks 1 

Sir Oowasii Jehangir: Our protests were treated with contempt. A 
whole minority protested practically unanimously. Their pro- 

^ tests were treated with contempt, but, what is much worse, 

when that so-called social reform resulted in unemployment, in sutfering, 
in sorrow, was there a genuine attempt made to alleviate that suffering? 
Attempts were made which were a sham and a humbug and, this very day, 
people are suffering from unemployment to a greater extent, due to th^ 
action of that Congress Government .... 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Mr. Deputy President, on a point of order. The 
Congress Government of Bombay is not represented in this Plonourable 
House at all, and, under the Government ot India Act of 1935, this 
Government and this LfCgislature have nothing to do with the Provincial 
Congress or other Governments. 1 therefore suggest for your consideration 
that the Honourable Member is wholly out of order in attacking a Govern¬ 
ment which has no spokesman here and which can have none here w'ho can 
answer for it, and it is outside the scope of the object of this Bill or motion. 
I submit you must give protection to an absent Congress Government for 
whose action neither this House nor this Government is directly or indirect¬ 
ly responsible 

Sir CowaBji Jehangir: May I say, in reply, that it is a most frivolous 
point of order? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: My friend, the Honourable Member, must not use 
that word. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: My point is that if there is to be independence for 
this country, that independence shoidd be for all; that is what my Honour¬ 
able friends ijromised us. Then, how are w’e to judge the bona fides unless 
we look into what tliey did wdien they had a measure of independence, and 
I am more than justified in pointing out to the House .... 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The Chair asked the 
Honourable Member, Sir Cow^asji Jehangir, only to reply to the point ’ of 
order and not to make a speech on that point. So far as this point of order 
is concerned. 

An Honourable Member: What is the point of order? 

Mr. M. S. Aney: The point of order is—whether a Provincial Govern¬ 
ment, that is not represented in this House to defend itself, can be attacked 
in a speech by any Member. That is the point of order. 
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Mr. Deputy ]^esldent (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): Order, order. Let 
the Chair give its ruling. The Chair does feel that in the absence of the 
Congress Government, the question should not be gone into in detail. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Their representatives are herel 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): Order, order. At 
the same time, when the House is going on with a debate on a Finance Bill, 
we have been discussing this matter from all possible standpoints, and all 
manner of subjects have been discussed. In view of that, the Chair should 
not be right in saying that the Honourable Member is absolutely out of 
order. At the same time, the Chair will ask him not to go too mucli into 
detail. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: May 1 point out, Mr. Deputy President, that as 
reg«irds Congress Governments in the provinces it was the Congress Party 
that was responsible. The Congress Governments in the provinces were not 
responsible to their electorates; they were responsible to the Congress Party 
which was represented by the High Command. If 1 bring forward an im- 
peaclimeiit, it is not against the individual Ministers, but against the 
Ckaigress who allowed their Ministers to behave as they did. Well, Sir, 
not only were we deprived of our liberties, but, you will bo surprised to 
hear, this Congress Government, which is so much in favour of the liberty 
of speech, deprived the Press of their liberty when they came to criticize 
Government actions; and it was the High Court of Bombay which came to 
their relief and set aside the executive order of the Government of Bom¬ 
bay; and in my experience I have never seen before such a rebuff to any 
Government .... 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: ('an the Honourable Member attack an absentee 
Government like this? 

Sir Oowaaji Jehangir: I can attack anybody. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): Thfe Chair hopes the 
Honourable Membet* will hot purshe' this n^atter any further. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: I will mention one point which is of great import¬ 
ance to Legislatures. There was a minority in Bombay, a very important 
minority, which is represented in this House, and which was represented 
in the Bombay Legislature, and, on more than one occasion, the Congress 
Government forced that minority's representatives to stage walk-Outs, and 
wh.y ?—because Congress refused to concede wdiat seemed to that minority 
an important issue; but which, to the Congress Government, was an nn- 
impoi!tant detail. They had a majority, and, on more than one occasion, 
that small minority, well represented in this House, which has its distin¬ 
guished leader, sitting amongst us, had to stage a walk-out. I contend that 
by no other Government such walk-outs would have been allowed; there 
would have been a compromise, but the Congress Government, inexperi¬ 
enced no doubt .... 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: The Honourable Member Is wholly out of order, Sir. 
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Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The Chair has already 
ruled that the Honourable Member should not go into particular details and 
should not speak of any isolated, particular conduct on any particular 
occasion of the Congress Government. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: I accept your ruling, Sir. 

Now, I have said, with due deference to my Honourable friends, that 
there have been some inconsistencies in their speeches. So far as I can 
recollect, when the war broke out, all schools of thought complained that 
India was unprepared. They blamed the Government for its unprepared¬ 
ness. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: Rightly or wrongly? 

Sir Cowasji Jehangirl The Congress were not backward. My Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Satyamurti, also complained that there were two anti¬ 
aircraft guns in Madras, out of which one was not working. But my 
Honourable friend is today under the banner of non-violence. 1 should have 
thought he would liave put up his hands in prayer to thank the Almighty 
that one gun was out of order, for that would have been in keeping with 
his principles of non-violence. But he came here with a very correct com¬ 
plaint, a very reasonable complaint that the City of Madras should have had 
no more than two anti-aircraft guns. But, is not that an inconsistency? 
Then, my Honourable friend went on to ask whether he had not the right 
to oppose this motion on the narrow issue of non-violence? He certainly 
has, b\it if he has the right to oppose this motion on the narrow issue of non¬ 
violence, he has no right to complain that Madras is unprotected. Surely, 
my Honourable friend's keen intellect sees the inconsistency between these 
two arguments. Then, again, he said that India will survive whatever 
happens to the war. If he means that India will remain on the map, that 
India will remain a part of this unhappy world, he is correct. But may I 
ask what sort of India will it he? He does not care whether the women 
and children of this country will be butchered by Nazi bombs. What is it, 
he means? .Then, again, he says: Why should we help Great Britain to 
survive by helping her in the Middle East? Surely, my Hono\irable 
friend's keen intellect realises that helping the power, whether it be Great 
Britain or Egypt or Turkey, in the Middle East is not helping that Power 
to survive, but is helping India and her soul to survive. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti: On a point of personal explanation. Sir. I did not 
say anything about the Middle East at all. My friend is putting in my 
mouth what I never said. 


Sir Cowasji Jehangir: I have got his speech, and I have taken it from 
his speech. I made notes of his speech and his words were: Why should 
we help Britain to survive by helping her in the Middle East? 


tud^ ^ Satyamurti: I did not say that. It is a terminological inexacti- 

Sir Cowasji Jehan^t: That is what I took down, and that is what has 
been emphasised in this House on more than one occSSion; namdy, ' that 
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the Power that is holding up Nazism in the Middle East is not helping only 
Great Britain to survive, but is also helping India’s soul to survive* 
Surely, we, who desire that India’s soul shall survive, that India’s 
freedom shall survive, that India’s culture shall survive, should be allowed 
to say that we shall do all in our power to help those who are helping us 
in the Middle East. I do not know how often sentiments of abhorrence 
have been expressed against Nazism in this House. But it stops at that. 
Whatever they may have said six months ago, they do not go any further 
now. Tliey admit that Nazism is the worst form of Government the w’orld 
has seen for a long time, but thry do not go any further. 

Now, Sir, 1 will turn to the lamb that has strayed away from the fold 
and sits on the (’ongress front Bench, I mean, Mr. Asnf All. My Honour¬ 
able friend had many tales of woe about the dellnqi.eneirb of the British 
Government. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: May 1 ask if the Honourable Member had seen the 
lamb in any other fold before? 

Sir Oowasji Jahangir: It is left to my Honourable friend to tell us his- 
past history. If he will tell us his past history, we shall know that. I am 
not here to do that. It is for my Honourable friend to say that. I only 
said that he has strayed away from the big fold. I said that the lamb has- 
strayed into another fold. 1 have a right to say that. 

Mr. M. Asa! Ali: 1 should like to know what exactly it is that the 
Honourable Member is now suggesting? 

Sir OowaBji Jehangir: I am suggsting nothing more than what I have 
said. 

Mr, M. Asaf Ali: If he is suggesting nothing, then he had better go oa 
with his speech, and not make a fool of himself. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: T am glad to see that I have really made him non¬ 
violent. This man, who talks of non-violence, is now really violent* 
Somehow or other, T have touched .a tender point unknowingly. I do not 
know what that tender point is. I am quite innocent. But I have touched 
some tender point, else he would not call his Honourable friend a fool. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: I rise to a point of order, Sir. Is it a perfectly 
Correct Parliamentary expression for one Member of this House to call 
another Member a fool? To the best of my knowledge, that is not so. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The word “fool”, 
so far as the Chair knows, is not an unparliamentary expression. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: I rise to another point of order. Is it open to any 
Member to make an insinuation against a Member and at the same time 
not be in a position to say anything in defence of it? Is it parliamentary 
for him to do that? 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: I only stated a fact. 
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Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): Order, order: A 
point of order has been raised by Mr. Aney. If the Chair Understood him 
aright, his point is this. That an insinuation was made by Sir Cowasji 
Je.hangir, and when he was asked to explain what it was, he said that he 
did not know. 


Sir Ck>wasii Jahangir: I did not say that. I was asked by an Honour¬ 
able Member and I only said that he has strayed from this fold into that. 

Mr, Dsputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): It is a funny thing 
to observe that when one Member gets excited, he says that another Mem¬ 
ber got excited. As regards the point of order raised by Mr. Aney, the 
Chair does feel that there is something sinister in the insinuation made by 
Sir Cowasji Jehangir. That was clea.r on the very face of it. In all fair¬ 
ness, either he ought to explain what that insinuation is, or say that he did 
not mean any insinuation. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: I have already said, there is no insinuation. I 
eimply mentioned a matter of absolute fact that here is a lamb which 
has strayed from the fold. That is an actual fact. Tliere are a few lambs 
who have strayed away. Nothing else. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The Honourable 
Member says he did not mean any insinuation. That settles the matter. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: (Nominated Non-Official): ft'ir, I 
rise to a ]^oint of order. I wish to tell you. Sir, that when, last Session, 

I once referred to Mr. B, Das as an “ass", I was ruled out of order, 
and I must now say that to call a man “fool” is certainly more unparlia¬ 
mentary than “ass”. 


Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): That is irrelevant 
now. Let Sir Cowasji Jehangir proceed with his speech 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: 1 hope iny Honourable friend has cooled down 
a bit now. My Honourable friend said, why should there be co-operation 
from his Benches with Government on this measure. What are they going 
to get from the Government in return? Well, I presume he will go on 
asking that question till Nazi bombs fall not perhaps in Delhi, but in 
some of the ports in India. He said that co-operation from his side of 
the House could still be obtained. I really hope and honestly feel that 
that co-operation should be forthcoming and if he will show us how it 
can be obtained, we may be wiser and find out what to do and how to 
^t. Let me remind the House that Mr. Asaf Ali s speech made in this 
Honourable House was violent in the methods that it advocated. Why, 
he complained bitterly of the lack of wisdom on the part of the Govern¬ 
ment m not increasing the fighting forces of this country in time, and 
he very pertinently pointed out to Government his own questions and 
their answers which have proved to be so wrong. But he forgets that he 
IS marching under the banner of non-violence and khaddar. I do not 
now hmv mviny Honourable Members have been spinning during their 
^ay m Delhi, but I do know that they have been spinning yarns in this 
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Mr. S. Satyamidrti: That is a stale joke. He can proceed further. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: And talk on more pleasant things. 

Mr. S. Satyaxnurti: What does it matter? 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): No dialogues are 
allowed. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Now, Sir, with regard to non-violence, I cannot 
understand how any one who believes in non-violence, as defined by that 
great man, Mr. Gandhi—a Dictator—could have made such a speech as 
that made by my Honourable friend, Mr. Asaf Ali. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: Have you read it? 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: No, I heard it while it \^'as delivered in this 
House. I could not help listening to it. 

Let me say where it was violent. It was a speech that could be made 
only by one who has a complete belief in violence against violence, aggres¬ 
sion against aggression, by a man who is prepared to fight for his country 
when it was attacked, from a man who rightly (‘ondernned those who are 
responsible for not arming the country in a way which would give us some 
measure of confidence as to what will happen in the future. It was not 
a speech that could possibly have come from anybody who believes in 
non-violence as defined by Mahatma Gandhi. But my Honourable friend, 
knowing as he does the danger, is prepared to allow women and children 
of this country to be butchered by Nazi bombs. He will sit with folded 
hands, he will go to jail, but he %vill not assist to fight that great danger 
which is not far off, which has no respect for jails, mosques, temples and 
churches, hut he will sit with folded arms and he will make that great 
sacrifice—he will go to jail. 

Mr. Deputy President, the most frank exposition of the case for the 
Oppasition came from my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi. These are his 
words. I took them down: ‘If British Imperialism and Nazism fighb^ 
can we not have the choice to wait and see whether they destroy each 
6thcr. I will certainly take a chance”. Mr. Joshi is hoping that in the 
weakness of the so-called Imperialism and in Nazism, Cemmunism may 
slip through. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official): May. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: But there are many others, I believe, who are 
of the same opinion that it is better to wait and see. They will sit on 
the fence. But they may sit too long, they may be on the fence when 
Nazi bombs are raining on the coasts of India. They may be sitting on 
the fence when the British win and if they are still on the fence, does 
my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi believe that however great u people th^y 
may he, they will have friendly feelings tvowards those who opposed them 
and harassed them in their greatest time of need. They may still be 
fitting on the. fence when the Nazis are knocking at the doors of India, 
ffe may not have heard of Nazi concentration camps. 

Mr. H. M. Joshi: I have read about them. 



746 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[18th Nov. 1940 


Sir Oowasji Jelutngir: Then, let me tell him that if he has honour o 
being in one of them, he will pray to God to give hiin the comforts of 
a jaii ill British India! 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May 1 point out, Sir> that I never made use of the 
argument as being the best argument. T said, if you believe in terrorism, 
if you believe in India's participation, then, a man may take tiie view 
that you can wait and see. 1 pointed out in iny speech that the best 
way, tlierefore, was to make India free and secure India s support for 
the enthusiastic conduct of the war. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: lie said, I will take the chance. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi! As a last measure. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Then, let me tell him what I think of lus taking 
a chance. 

Mr. N. M. Jofihi: I did not say anything in the sense which my 
Honourable friend means. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: I have quoted what he said. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Sir,. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: I am not yielding. I am yierfectly in order when 
I quoted him, and 1 am now telling him the consequences of his taking 
a chance, I am telling him what that sentiment means. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: You are misrepresenting me. Do it. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Now, Sir, there are many other points I would 
like to touch upon, but I have given an undertaking to some of my friends 
that I will not keep this House much longer. There io just one mate¬ 
rialistic point that I wou’d like to refer to. 1 cannot help thinking that 
the policy advocated by my Honourable friends has no chance of success 
for India. It is a materialistic point, there is no sentiment in it. If 
the British win and this position continues to the end, surely you are 
decreasing all your chances of freedom and our chances of freedom along 
with yours. Is it human nature for the people of England,—and it is 
the people of England who are the masters, not Government,—to say, 
“Give all they want, because they opposed us, because they harassed 
us and did all they co\ild not to help us in our time of need"? If the 
Nazis win, what will be our fate? Most probably T along with them will 
he in concentration camps. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : No, not you. 

Sir Cowasji Jeliangir: S r, my Honourable friend talked about loyalists, 
1 would not have brought it up but for this interruption of his. Hie said 
that these loyalists will be the first to go and receive Hitler and his 
satellites at the Bunder. Loyalists we may be, and I am not ashamed 
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of admitting it. But let me tell him that the first people that will go 
down to the Bunder will be professional politicians like himself. We are 
not here as professional politicians; we are here to do our duty by our 
country. It will he the professional politicians who have nothing else to 
do who will be rushing to the Bunder to receive Hitler and his satellite^. 
But when it comes to go into concentration camps, i believe we shall 
all go together. Therelore, the materialistic point is that your choice 
is, “Heads, they win, tails, we lose’*. In either case, we bse all chances 
of liberty and independence. That is a materialistic point. 1 put it for 
the consideration of such Honourable Members who desire constantly to 
sit on the fence. 

Sir, 1 will support the Bill for three reasons. 1 support the Bill 
because India since the war was declared has been clamouring for the 
strengthening of our armed forces. We cannot on the very lirst occasion 
refuse the sinews of war. I support the Bill because I 
want a safeguard against the butchery of our women and children. 

1 furtlier su])[)ort the Bill to prevent a lanital, hai-baric and uncivilised form 
of Government being established in this country pr through the influence 
of the Axis Bowers or .uiy of their friends. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: Sir, before coming to the main principle of the 
Bili which has been discussed threadbare and in all its aspects, so far 
as political ccnisldc-rations arise, T will just say a word or two in passing 
about the provisions of this measure. The position today is that India’s 
trade with countries under German oceup<ation 1ms been interrupted, 
thereby causing a considerable loss of revenue to India. We also find 
that the general sense of insecurity has led to the whole question of 
India’s needs in the matter of defence being revised. Again, we find 
from the figures given by the Honourable the Finance Member that 
owing to the war conditions there has been a drop of 2\ crores under Cus¬ 
toms and (’’entral Excise. 1 have taken only the main beads. T can cite a 
few’’ more heads, but F do not think it is necessarv for mv purpose. But 
the point is that our general revenue has been affected prejudicially on 
account of the conditions consequent on the war for the past 14 months.. 
This is one side of the picture: let us see the other side, whether the 
Government of India have really discharged their solemn di tv which was 
laid upon them to make due and effective preparations for the defence 
of this country. Fnstead of arguing that point T will just refer to a few 
things which have been mentioned by the Honourable the Finance Member 
in his speech. If any one wants to have an idea as to what is the state 
of India’s prepjiredness to meet any foreign attack, he will be able to judge 
the entire sitiiat’on for himself if he were to know that the state of training 
thfd we give to our air pilots in the matter of flying is this. The Govern¬ 
ment of India, in course of the debate that took place in the last Budget 
Session, promised to speed up enlistment of Indians in the air force. Sir, 
very grave events, as the House knows, have taken place during the past 
six or seven months. I do not think I need go into all that, but in spite 
of the fact that Germany has since th^n overrun most the countries of 
northern and western Europe, the Government of India even today, accord¬ 
ing to the admission of the Finance Member, have not got a sufficient num¬ 
ber of service aircraft to provide training for the small hiimber of voung 
men whom we enlist as airmen. That is the first point. ^ Secondly, the 
Honourable the Finance Member assured us with some gusto, if I mav 



748 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[18TU Nov. 1940 


[Sir Syed llaza Ali.] 

say so, that the position of our reserves wiU be this that 300 pilots and 
2,000 mechanics will form a reserve for the air forces ot India if tno 
Government of India’s eflhrts meet witii success. Sir. the population of 
India is in the neighbourhood of 400 million. What are the reserves that 
the Government ot India propose to build up for this puipose. ccor 
ing to the Finance Member, 300 pilots and 2,000 mechanics, bo that, it 
conditions in this country were not abnormal, if India were an or^an c 
State, if Indians were masters of their own destiny m the_ir liome- 
land, the Bill, as introduced by the Finance Member, would, 1 believe, 
receive, as far as the general principle is concerned, the ready support of 
this House. Let us see what is taking place in the dominions which have 
got full dominion status or self-government, which really enjoy what is 
known by certain seelions of this House a.s iudependeiice. In every 
dominion, strong, strenuous and ])('rsc;vering efforts are being made to 
find nionev to meet the increased war effort of that country. I can say 
about South Africa. Apart from ihe large sum of money that has been 
spent by that (‘oimtry in sending her troops t(* Kenya, and quite apart 
from the expendituroi iueurred in eorineetion with her sending of several 
squadrons to North Africa, that country is not only imposing additional 
taxation, but has abo raised a loan of 18 million sterling to meet the 
expenditure incurred for war purposes. Now, can we say that conditionb 
in India are the same as tliose obtaining in South Africa, or New Zealand, 
or Australia, or Canada? 


Sir, some peo]de seem to' complain tliat far too much emphasis is 

laid on the ])olitical issue, and far too little heed is being paid to the 

extremely difficult situation arising out of the war exigency. I am not 
one of those who think that we mishandle this Bill if we allow political 
considerations of the highest and the foremost importance to guide us 
in coming to a decision on its merits. After all, as I just submitted, it 
is true that in every Sovereign State—T prefer to use that word to do away 
with all possible chances of misunderstanding,—in every Sovereign State, 
if there is a war, then the question of war and the question of the expendi¬ 
ture required to meet that war outweight political considerations. That 
is what is happening in England today: that is what is happening in all 

the Sovereign States within the British Commonwealth of Nations. Tn 

India, on the other hand, it is the political issue that over-shadows finan¬ 


cial considerations, and that for a reason which is quite intelligent and 
intelligible. We have not acquired our political emancipation. We in 
this eountry have no voice at all, either in the control of foreign affairs, 
or in the control of the war and peace policy of the Government of India. 
If our desire, therefore, is to have that power which would enable ns to 
eoulrol the foreign policy of this country and to decide questions of war 

and pc'ace, nobody can take us to task for our taking this view. There- 

ffire, let me repeat that while I have my own views, and my Political 
Party has its own views on the merits of this Bill and on the attitude 
Which we sliouVl adopt towards• this';Bill, 7 am quite clear that nobody 
can blame any Honourable Member of,:this' Houee, least of/all our Partyj 
Provisions of. this Bill, we Attach that degree, that 
pvpVv oftipr ]o the main political principles which, dominate 

pW r' wa^ .issue itself. Let Yne make it quite 

c ear that, so far as the attitude of the Muslim pommurtity and the 
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Muslim League is concerned, it is not for me to make an ofiicial pro¬ 
nouncement. My Honourable friend and my Leader, Mr. Jinnah, will, I 
believe before the debate comes to an end, make an authoritative state¬ 
ment on behalf of our Party But so far as I am able to judge things, 
so far as I can gauge the political situation today, let me make it quite 
clear that the attitude of the Muslim Parliamentary Party and the 
Muslim commimity with reference to the war is very different indeed Irom 
the attitude taken up by the Congress. 1 do not want to raise controversial 
questions, but let our minds be quite clear as to which way we are going 
to vote, and what it is that is going to influence us in voting in that parti¬ 
cular luannei'. J will take one or two very important things. 

With reference to the Muslim League’s attitude towards war, let me 
say one thing which is very important indeed : at no .stage of the situa¬ 
tion, 1 mean, during the last fourteen months, have w'e rion-co*operated 
with Crovernment in the Government s efforts to prosecute the war. We 
have never non-co-operated. Point No. 2 .—Wn have never at any stage 
either offered or thought of offering civil disobedience with a view to 
crippling tJie Government’s effort. These, after all, are very important 
points. The position is really this: here we arc a very large community 
somewhere in the neiglibourhood of eighty millions, if not more as the 
next Census will show, which is wrongly known as a minority. 

[At this stage. Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim) 
resumed the Chair.} 

No doubt, in numbers we are inferior to the other community, 1 mean 
the Hindu population; but, after all, eighty millions of people*can hardly 
be called or thought of as a minority. The situation in this country is such 
that we have to defd with two parties: the two parties, according to a pro¬ 
minent Congress Leader—the only two parties that exist in India—I have 
in luy mind the utterance of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in 1937—are the 
Government and the Congress. Our misfortune is that we have to deal 
on tlie one lumd with the British Government, and, on the other, with 
our Congress friends. Let us see hovv we have been treated by both these 
parties. So far as 1 know. Sir. no doubt we have our relations wdth both 
these parties, and at times we do try, as I believe these two parties made 
some little effort on their part, to co-operate with us, to act in a manner 
wdiich will be in the interest of the country and which will not place either 
the Government or the Congress in a position in which either party can take 
advantage of us. Yet the fact remains that neither the Congress, nor the 
(ioverument,—or shall T put it the other way round,—neither the Govern¬ 
ment nor the Congress have tried to obtain our whole-hearted co-operation. 
If 1 may use a phrase which w^as very constantly used in the course of the 
debate today, either ha.s been trying to exploit us. The Government, on 
the one hand, want to take,as much advantage of us as possible; perhaps 
the Congress woiiit to go one better. We, after a careful consideration of 
the whole situation, have made up our minds that we shall not walk into 
the parlour either of this side -or of that*. We will maintain onr o\yu 
policy, a policy which will be beneficial to our own conamunity which, 
as I have already pointed out, is pot cared for either by the Government 
or the Congress. . \ , 

Now, Bir, T do hot warit to take up controversial questions, but if it 
will be within the rocoirectioti of this Pfbuse, th'eln I will sdy that the 
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announcement made by the Viceroy on the 8th August, 1940, did not meet 
many of the points which had been ottieiaily urged by tive Leader of our 
Party on the Viceroy and the Grovernment. Now, that statement, from 
our point of view, was a halting, hesitating statemejit. I must also 
acknowledge that some of the deficiencies were made good by the Secretary 
of State for India, Mr. Amery, when lie supplemented the Viceroy s 
statement by his speech in the House of Commons on the 14th August 
this year. Now, it is really sad that one of the most important points 
that was conceded to us by Mr. Amery,—the point consisted really of 
two things,—the concession made to us, or shall I say, the removal of 
injustice that had been threatened to us promised by Mr. Amery, was 
not at all welcome to our Congress friends. I am just trying to show 
the extreme difficulty, the delicacy, of our position. We find ourselves 
between two wrong doers,—shall T say that we find ourselves between the 
devil and the deep sea .... 

An Honourable Member: Who is the devil, and who is the deep sea? 

Syed Sir Raza Ali: That T leave to my friend to decide. Mr. Amery 
said that in any future Constitution, that is to be framed for India, the 
Muslim community vvili be consulted; secondly, tliat the Muslim community 
wall not bo coerced by any })olitical party. Now, vve regard this staterm nt, 
containing these twa:) points, as a very im[) 0 '*tant one. It is really sad, Sir, 
that these two points gave the greatest amount of offence' to our Congress 
friends. I am a very careful reader of newspapers. 1 also read the speeclies 
of Congress leaders, as also spee^ches of other leaders in this country ve»\v 
carefully, and I found that these two points were not only very strongly 
resented, but opposed tooth and nail by so many Congress leaders and 
every Congress newspaper without any exception. I really cannot '.vmem- 
ber any Congress newspaper that did not oppose this portion of Mr. Amery’s 
statement very vehemently.—I need hardly say, very unjustly from onr 
point of view. Now, Sir, iu this state of things, what can w^e hope to do? 
We find the position very very difficult indeed. 

Then, w^e have our European friends. Well, they make speeches from 
time to time which leave no doubt ns to what is passing in their mind. I 
have listened very carefully to the speech of my friend, Mr. Griffiths. We 
know that Mr. Griffiths is a man- of action. We know that he is not only 
an ex-member of the Indian Civil Service, but he had the distinction of 
maintaining law and order in the troublesome district of Midnapore. It 
is open to Mr. Griffiths to bring forward any argument in support of this 
Rill as long as it does not give cause to other parties to suspect that wdiat 
the European Group really wants is the old precious thing, namely, the 
cxpb'itation of India and Indians. T do not want to be unjust to anybody, 
but I would like to quote,Mr. Griffiths’ own words. He said in reply to 
an interjection: “I am proud to be an Imperialist.” T do not think T 
should say much about that poini except this, thdt, aftef* all, when state¬ 
ments of this character are made openly in this House, if they cause very 
grave offence to Indians, it will make Indians Suspect that today thev are 
humoured because they want their support, and not becAufe'e the Euro¬ 
peans and Govemmenii care much really for the Indian opinion, but be¬ 
cause they think that, their goodwill an<i theiri ppdnion will help them (in 
tfie ]>roeecution of the war. Sir, this Imperialism has a most sinister 
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meaning behind it. Its associations are really more than unsavoury, 
i'herefore, the least that our European friends can do is to endeavour to 
persuade this House to agree with them without saying anything which 
would make us spspect. that after all the cat is out of the bag. I find there 
are only two members of the European Group present just at present, but 
let me tell them that we do not like Imperialism. I do not want to dilate 
at any length on this point, but it is really painful to me to find that the 
European Group or any member of that Group should consider it necessary 
to stoop to arguments of this character in order to promote the interest of 
this Bill. 

Now, we know that a very serious effort is being made to organize and 

4 pm strengtlien our industries and put them on a firm footing. Why 
is this effort being made? Is this effort being made in the 
interests of the war, or in the interests of India? If this effort is made in 

the interests of war, with the ultimate object of enabling India to benefit 

by this effort, there is no objection; but if history is to repeat itself, if the 
Government are going to treat our industries in the same way as they did 
during the last war, namely, a temporary fillip was given to industries 
f'*r the time being, tliat is, as long as tlie war lasted, and as soon as the 
war was over, those industries were treated in a step-motherly fashion, 
with the result that most of these industries were throttled. If your object 
is really to organise these industries and to establish new industries, 
simply with a view to obtaining victory in the war, we call it exploitation. 
You are doing nothing in the interests of India, you are doing something 

for your own purpose. On the other hand, if your object is that India 

should ultimately benefit, and, after the war is over, due attention and care 
sho\ild be paid to keep up these industries, then that won't be exploitation. 
What makes me suspicious on this question is a speech made by a member 
of the Eastern Group Conference before he arrived in Delhi. I believe 
the gentleman is a representative of the important Dominion of Australia. 
This gentleman, in one of his speeches before he arrived in Delhi, pointed 
out,—in fact, he einphasised,—that it is hardly necessaiw’ for the various 
Commonwealth countries to duplicate theif efforts, to be engaged in the 
production of anything which is already produced under more favourabljj 
conditions, under better conditions in other Dominions. Sir, things like 
that really make us very uneasy. What is the object? Is it the object 
that no effort should be made in India to embark on the manufacture of 
aircraft or ship-building, because those industries have already attracted 
the attention of Australians, and Australia is already engaged in building 
aircraft and ships? So, that is the meaning of exploitation. I will aslc 
my Honourable friends not to think of it, at least not to make a show of 
upholding Imperialism and its virtues on the floor of this House. The 
European Group, unfortunately, do not know Urdu, much less do they 
know Urdu poetry. If they did, I would have recited one couplet to them.. 

An Honourable Member: Please translate. 

Sir Syed Kaia All: I will translate. I will recite the couplet and thew. 
translate: 

** Sher 

W*^fa-o jaur ki us ufaqt qctdr ho indium, 

Jo tu hai yar woh main hun, jo main hun tu ho jae,'*' 

“My friend, yon could only know the respective values of faithfulness a^d oppres¬ 
sion," if;-we were te change places, namely, if I were you, and }X)u were me.“ 
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Sir, I will not say more on this point. 

I ought to be the last man to venture to say anything with reference 
to the attitude of the Congress Party, but I will just notice one thing in 
passing. My Honourable friend, Mr. (ladgil, asked today the Olticial 
Benches and the Europeans to get out of this country, to leave this country. 
He may be quite right in his demand, but all I can say is, if he will not 
take anything coining from me amiss, and if he looks upon wliat I tell him 
as coming from one who is as keenly interested in the main issue as he 
liiniself, namely, the freedom of India, I will only say that demands of this 
character made in the peaceful non-violent atmosphere of this Assembly 
hardly come with a good grace. Perhaps, one Congress Member from 
Bombay in any case is acquainted with Persian. May I recite a couplet 
from Urti in connection with this demand? 

“ Sher .* — 

Urfi agar ba giryah rnuyassar shudi wisnl^ 

Sad sal mi tawan ba tamanna giristan. 

The translation would be this: 

“Oh, Urfi, if I could win the affections of my sweetheart by weeping and crying, 
I could have gone on weeping and crying for a. hundred years.” 

If YOU want to obtain freedom, you have to rely on yourselves. There is 
no use jnakijig such demands. 


Sir Gowasji Jehangir: What has that got to do with a sw’eetheart ? 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: Government are the sweetheart of all of us, is it 
not? 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: Sweetheart is freedom, that is what he 
means. 


Sir Syed Raza Ali: I will just say one thing more, and then propose to 
wind up my speech. T said something about our treatment by our Congress 
friends. T have said enough so far as our treatment by Government goes. 
May T mention only two facts, so far as oiir Congress friends are concerned, 
\mder this head? Enough has been said on the question of a Constituent 
Assembly. According to the Congress, that is the charm, that is the magic, 
the magician's wand which they propose to use. Any ill, any difficulty, 
any hardship, any inequality, any disadvantage,—if yoii have the Consti¬ 
tuent Assembly, that disadvantage goes, that disabiliW is removed. That 
is a patent thing whic'.h is a cure for all oiir ills. That is the panacea, 
which, if we Indians try to swallow, there would be no inequality, no 
trouble, no complaint in India from Peshawar to Cape Comorin, from 
Karachi to Chittagong. T entirely fail to see how this poor Constituent 
Assembly can solve the main problem, which is the outstanding problem 
of the day, namely, the communal question? I won't s^iy more. 
1 think, after all, if my Honourable friends take it in the spirit in wffiicH 
I use the word, to say that the Constituent Assembly is a thing which 
would solve most of our problems is a joke the like of which was never 
heard before That is all I can say. The second thing is the offer to 
Mr. Jinn^ through the Daily 'Herald to form the Cabinet and to make 
him the “Premier. This, again, is a joke on a par with the previous joke 
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really because, after all, the otter was never made to Mr. Jiniiab. Again, 
1 will ask liiy Congress friends to consider this. Mr. Jinaah was in 
politics long before any one of the Congress Benches in tkis House, I 
mean purely Congress Benches, ever entered public life, and he is not 
JA man who can be hoodwinked by offers of this character. The Constitu¬ 
tion will be the old Act of 1919. It would remain in force. Mr. Jinnah 
will be the Premier, and who will form the Cabinet? Some will be 
<Congressmen, others will be Mussalmans and there will be others belong¬ 
ing to other parties. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Kuan: How can he be Premier under the Act 
of 1919? 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: By convention. Let us accepl it for the moment, 
ahliough there are iiisurinoimtahle obstacles. We will take the will for 
the deed. Mr. Jinnah becomes the Premier, and, after a rnonth, we find 
that .Mr. Jinnah is defeated by a vote of my Honourable friends in this 
House where they are in a majority, and what happens to Mr. Jinnah? 
He goes out. Mr. .liimah will be at the mercy of my Honourable friends. 
They want to Imve a man who would be at their mercy, and he will have 
to take their behests and he will have to carry out their commands. That 
is the obvious meaning, if it has any meaning at all. That will be the 
result of that most generous telegram sent by the Premier of Madras, 
for which we, our ehildren and our children’s children will ever be grate¬ 
ful. We are grateful for that outburst of magnanimity shown by that 
veteran Madras Ih’emier. He was Premier in Madras for years. May 
I know if he ever took into the Cabinet any Muslim Leaguer in Madras? 
I am waiting for a reply. 

Ml*. Sami Vencatachellam Ohetty (Madras: Indian Commerce): Mr. 
Yakub Hassan was a member. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: Surely my Honourable friend must know some¬ 
thing of Muslim politics. That is all 1 can say. What happened to Mr. 
Yakub Hassan? He‘Nvas expelled from the Muslim League. He is dead. 
So, T do not want to say any unkind thing. Surely mv Honourable friend 
ought to know that. If my friend wants to deal flippantly with my point, 
he is welcome to do so, but surely T presume when I adduce serious argu¬ 
ments, it will be seriously listened to and dealt with in a serious spirit. 
So, Sir, that is the position. 

Now, wliat are we to do and what should we do? Tliat is the main 
<]uestion. I have already told you that there is an essential difTerenee 
between our attitude and the attitude of the Congress. Wc have non- 
co-operated. In that eonneetion. T will say that it was not open to 
Muslim Leaguers to join war committees and collect subscriptions or 
persuade people to enlist, in tlie land, air and naval foree^s of His ^lajesty 
till the Ist September this year. Now, the Muslim League met at 
Bomhav oopsidev that very important question, and the Muslim League 
came to the cppclusion that having regard to what is being done by the 
Muslim community today, that Re.solution is operating too liarshly. 
Therefore, the Working Committee of the Muslim League, a little over 
2^ months, ago. modified that Jlesolutiou and left it open to any Muslim 
Leaguer that if he thought that by joining these \var committees he 

o 2 
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would be doing any service, and if he thought that it would be a good 
thing to do so, the League said it would be open to any Muslim Leaguer 
to join the war committees. Now, in consequence of that, a larp number 
of Muslims have joined war committees. I personally am not ashamed 
of saying that 1 have joined the provincial war committee in iriy own 
province. That is my attitude. That is the attitude of so many Muslim 
Leaguers. As a mutter of fact, that is one of the things that we had to 
consider very carefully, namely, what is the position of Mussalmans with 
reference to war. I tliink my Hononrable friends may say that it is a 
liopeless position, a wrong position. What is the positfoin todayIn 
two Alusliin provinces, where Muslim ministries are functioning, they arfr 
helping the Government witli men, money and material to carry on the- 
pr6secutiou of the war. Tliat is the position. In the province of 

Assam, J s])eak subject to correction by my Congress friends, only a few 

months ago a motion was tabled by the "Prmnier, who belongs to the- 
Muslim League and who is the head of a Coalition C.abinet, recommend¬ 
ing that a snni of 50 lakhs of rupees be granted from provincial revenues- 

for war purposes. My recollection is that the motion was carried. I 
speak subject to correction. What is happening in Sind? That, again^ 
is a Muslim province. There, again, we have a Coalition Cabinet with 
a Muslim Premiei:, and that Cabinet, again, is doing all it can to 
assist the prosecution of the war. So far as the minority provinces are 
concerned, I believe the attitude of Muslims is quite clear. They are- 
helping the Government with money and men, and they are helping the- 
Government in the supply of things which are essential for the prosecution 
of the war. That is the attitude of Muslims as a whole, but the trouble- 
of my Party in this respect is this. After all, T am a free individual. 
If I want to give some money to the British Government, there is nobody 
who has a right to .stand in my way. If T want to persuade young men, 
who have any regard for me, to enlist in the forces, there is nobody to 
take me to task; hut if we cast our vote as a Party in favour of this^ 
Bill, the result will he that we would be compelling all those who come 
within the purview of the Bill to pay taxation, whether thev like it or 
not. That is the difference. Therefore, we have fitated very carefully 
these considerations. I do know what the attitude of our Party on this 
question will he, but the authoritative announcement will be made, as 


I said, by our Leader. All the same, let me tell this House and, through 
this House, the public outside, that if, at the voting stage, we decided 
to abstain from voting and keep neutral, nobody need be surprised. . We 
do not want really, for reasons I have already' stated, to be a party in 
this struggle between the Government and the Congress. If we thoiight 
that any of these parties—I am using the words in the sense in which 
th.'y v'ore used by Pnndit Tawaharlal Nehni in, 1937,—was reasonable and 
iust and in a mood to come to reasonable terms with us and remove onr 
lust grievance, we would no doubt consider that question very carefullv. 
But wc find that both parties are riding high horses. Well, the Gov- 
® position really to walk outside Ihe long leg grown 
ml ; red tape is the essential dimcuUy of all 

Jzr Government 

twenty-five years ago. As 

ooerXn T'r " /iT'thev want to have om co 
operation,-hot on their own terms.-which, I can say, there is L 
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chance of their ever having unless they take the entire position into 
consideration and unless they are prepared to treat us as their full equals 
and partners. But that is our position, Sir. Therefore, if we took this 
position, namely, we said that we refused to be dragged into this ques¬ 
tion. I hope we shall be understood. Tf the Government want to find 
money, well, let the Government try to secure the co-operation of any 
large party in this House. But if the Government are not pre¬ 
pared to do it, if they think they are prepared to carry on 
in their own way and to have their own way, let them 
have their own way. • On the other hand, if my Congress 
friends think that, “we will carry on”—well. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
once said that Congress is the only political party, because the other 
party is the Government— and if they think Ihey can dictate to us rmd 
they can assume the duties of a dictatorship—already there is more than 
one dictator in the Congress,—T won’t, however, go into that—if they 
think that they can assume the duties and functions and the privileges 
of dictators, and dictate their own terms to us, let me assure tliem that 
they will find that they are dashing their heads against a stone wall. 
Sir, that is the position. The position is a very very difficult one. 
Nobody wants to frustrate the Government’s efforts in prosecuting the 
war. T have already told them what my community is doing to help 
the Government, but looking into the position, as I said, if, when the 
division was calk'd, we decided to keep in our seats, and if we decided 
to \otc n«'i<her for tliis side, nor for that, nobody need be surprised or 
take us to task. 

Iiieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Oidney (Nominated Non-Official): Mr. 
President, a humorist (uico declared that he could tell a man’s character 
hy u'liMt lie eats. T am sure, I shall liate to think that any one of my 
friends, .Mr. Satynmurti, Mr. Asaf Ali, Guru Sant Singh, or even the 
cnjaut frrriblr^ Afr. Abdul Qaiyum from the Frontier, the naughty Pathan 
babe, has the teiripcrament of a “nut”; for, as we all know, a nut is, at 
times, not only a hard thing to crack, b\it sometimes most difficult to 
understand and to digest. T have listened to the speeches from the 
opposite Benches, and the chief characteristic of these s])eec)ies is thjit 
theie was no eommomiess of ]nn*pose and action in them; and, as for my 
friend, (Tiiru Sant Singh, lie indulged in so many Ihills that J did not know 
whic.h bull he meant—did he mean the two bulls—Mr. Bhulabhai Desai 
and Mr. Jimuih pulling together the cart which the Sikhs would drive? 
He knows best what he means and wants. But it was remarkable what a 
diversity of views were expressed in the speeches vve heard. Jhit when 
one comes to think of it, with my friends on the opposite side demanding 
freedom of speech, let me assure them that in the Provinces which they 
once administered, they would never have allowed such freedom of speech. 
T look upon Bombay as evidence of that fact. They know that if they 
did not enjoy an immunity in this House, and if they had indulged in 
those speeches outside, they would probably have got free board and lodging 
at His Majesty’s expense. I was very pleased with the temperate sq^eech 
of my friend, Mr. Satyaiiuirti, and, T am sure, his temperature never rose 
above two hundred degrees, for, although it was bitingly sarcastic and very 
egotistically luirtful in places, yet it was delivered in a non-provocative 
manner, despite bis usual indulgence in such hackneyed phrases as 
“tommy rot’’, “bunkum’’, etc., etc. But when one listened to the 
bellicose, thunderous speech delivered by my Honourable friend, the 
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chubby-faced .Mr. Abdul Qaivuiu, the enfant terrible from the Frontier 
Province, 1 thought a bomb liad di’opped. 1 vv.-is reminded ol the naughty 
boy who had a habit of stealing jam, and Ins motlier wlio caught him told 
him, when he was again temptecl to steal always to say, “Get thee behind 
me, Satan”. Tlie boy was again found stealing jam. and when his mother 
questioned Indn, Ik? said, “iMnmmy. 1 did say, ‘get> thee behind me, Satan , 
but Satan pushed me into the jam’; and so this enfant terrible, encouraged 
by his friends and puslied forward by the cheers of some of his colleagues, 
has become so inebriated by the exuberance of his own verbosity, pomi) 08 ity 
and knowledge of international politics tliat I feel sure he has an Iron Cross- 
and a Swastika hidden somewhere on his person ready for use on that day— 
in his opinion near at hand—when he hopes, as centre forward of a kidnap¬ 
ping team to goosestep as tlie Hitler of the Frontier. In fact, I should 
like to call him Goering, but lie is so very boring. But one really cannot 
take him seriously. How could one listen to such utter nonsense from a 
babe without wanting to spank him? That is what he really deserves. 
Anyliow, he is not such a terror outside the House, and that is saying a lot. 

But, Sir, what is before this House? A specific Bill has been placed 
before us for our sanction for money for defence, and I have not heard 
one Member on the opposite side utter one word about the financial aspect 
of the Bill, except utterances from a platform consisting of two planks 
only, viz., “indcq^endcnce” and ‘‘freedom of speech”. Why did the 
Congress Party awaken f)*om its sleep and attend this Session? It did not 
come here in the interests of the defence of India. It came here in the' 
interests of “indepenednee” or what they call ‘‘freedom of speech” or 
“true national democracy” as opposed to “stark naked Imperialism”—to 
quote rny Honourable friend, Mr. Abdul Qaiyum. Sir. it is crystal clear 
that they have only one object in view and the object is this; if thev win 
in the division, to force the Viceroy to certify this Bill; and after this had 
been done, to proclaim, by the process of lip-Hitlerism, to the enemy 
countries, particularly to America, which liappily now has a better under¬ 
standing of Indian politics, in sliort a message to the world that ‘‘Govern¬ 
ment did not consult them, Government ignored them and Government 
was forcing them to ])ay monev for a war which they refused to join and 
that they were being bled white”. 

Sir, I claim to be as good a nationalist as any man on the opposite 
Benches. I do not claim to be an iirational nationalist; I claim to be a 
practical nationalist. I am one who desires India to be put on a good 
constitutional basis and on a self-respecting and self-governing basis. I 
want India to be on ecpial terms with the other nations if not of this world, 
at least witli the other parts of the British Gommonwealth of Nations. 
This ideal has ap])eared to me for yeai's as a noble and proper one. I knovv’^ 

I represent a small ]?arty in this House but I disagree with the Congress- 
members on many points, ^fy friend, Mr. Gadgil, shouted today; “Clear 
tile Fur()p(*ans and also Anglo-Indians out of India; we don’t want them.” 
Let me tell Mr. Gadgil 1 shall not go out to please him or Congress, and that 
he will have to jiush me out; and if he ever tried to push me out. I would 
like him to have a five round contest with me in the Lobby, and I guarantee 
to give liim the knock-out blow in the first round. I disagree entirely on 
the question of independence. No country can afford to be independent 
^day, and every Member of this House knows that. Even the great 
German Nation knows, it cannot live an independent life, and this is the 
reason why it is flirting with vario\is nations today, the recent one being 
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liussia. If we are to get Dominion Status, I cannot understand how we 
can be a part of the Jhitish Commonwealth of Nations or a comity of 
nations, and, at the same time, be independent. These are incompatible 
factors. Tile (congress wants freedom of speech. How* can this freedom 
of speecli be allowed when you know that England has her back against 
almost the whole of Europe? Then, they want independence. If England 
did give India independence, it would not have the life of a day. Nor is 
this the time to ask for Dominion Status. As for the freedom of speech, 

1 wonder if Congress were in jxiwer whether they would allow the same 
freedom of speech they have indulged in this House today ? 

Sir, we have heard the usual catalogue of heinous charges brought 
against the Government. One of the Congress Members even uttered a 
threat of revolt with a hit at mass non-violence. I know the claims of the 
Congress has grown yearly. We first of all had the Nehru report, then 
Dominion Status, then it became a Constituent Assembly and now it is 
independence, and till tha/t is granted freedom of speech \h demanded. And 
why is it that tlie Congress desires this freedom of speech? It is to dis¬ 
suade people from giving any help in any way to England during the war. 

1 wonder which Government would allow them to use such freedom of 
speech especially an England engaged in a life and death struggle. The 
Congress knew that the Viceroy would refuse this demand, but it made 
this demand as a means to an end, and, today, we are witnessing what 
that end is. 1 am sorry, Mr. As-af Ali is not here. Mr. James called him 
a Storm Trooper. I would have liked to call him the Congress Himmler 
He criticised all the British administrators in India from Lord Clive till to 
date, dubbing them a set of thieves. He said that the present inefficient 
Government was unworthy of continuing in office. I believe, Mr. Asaf Ali, 
for whom I have a high regard, was once employed in the Government of 
India. And as I listened to his sensational oration, the dramatic perform¬ 
ance of his head and spectacles, I felt sure that the Government had 
deteriorated since he left it. He Avants freedom of speech, but let me tell 
him that if he had made his speech in another country, say Germany or 
Italy, he would have found himself in a concentration camp or instantaneous 
death would have been his fate, six feet under the soil and prohabls 
remembered not as *the Unknown Warrior’ but ‘the Free Speech Hero’. 

I would tell my friend the political babe from the Frontier who seems to be 
absolutely indifferent whether the British or the Nazi or the Ghazi or the 
Fascist Government rule India that I am prepared to bet my last dollar, 
if the Nazi Government were to rule in India, he would be the first to run 
across the Frontier into’ Afghanistan in world’s record time with a Nazi 
behind him. Or failing this, he would try to spend the rest of his days 
in a shelter. It is all very well for him to come to this House and indulge 
in an international dissection as to what Turkey, Egypt, Palestine and 
Syria are doing or will do in their relationship with England. It may 
sound very brave to the outside public, particularly to those very few who 
know English in the Frontier, to read that their representative said Turkey 
“would not touch England with the end of a barge pole”. It is very brave 
for him to say that. But he says that England has done nothing for 
India. Let me remind the House of a few benefits India owes to British 
administrators—the Railway iidministration one of the best in the world, 
the Posts and Telegraphs which gives you your letters so regularly and last 
but not least take the Engineering Department, its irrigation branch. 
Millions of acres of land that were barren and desert a few years ago are 
today converted into fertile fields from which Indians are benefiting. Is 
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this not a record of vvhicli England can be proud? Will you deny the fact 
that we who come from various parts of India are able to sit here and 
talk in a common lingua franca, the English language? This is something 
for which you have to thank England. Put your hand on your heart if you 
have got one and answer this question: Is not the defence of India, the 
security of your hearths and homes your own concern? Put aside, for a 
moment, the errors of the Government. Put aside for a moment your 
desire for “independence’’ and “freedom of speech'’ and concentrate 
solely and entirely on the gravity of the present position which faces the 
Empire of which India is an integral part, and ask yourselves honestly and 
squarely: Is this the time or the occasion to trot out the past evils and 
shortcomings of Goveiaimont and for these reasons to non^co-operate ? Is it 
fair, is it sportsmanlike, to refuse to co-operate with hhigland in her hour 
of (lire need and in her single-handed endeavour to destroy the horrors of 
this brut^il Nazism? Would it not be more to the credit of Congress to 
sink these differences, to come ('>ff their pinnacles of sentiment a!»d injured 
feelings and to come down to bed rock practical facts and help the Gov- 
(Miiment in its hour of troubled Surely they do not want the future 
historian, especially if England should win the war, as it will, to say that, 
because they were denied freedom of speech, they refused to help England 
to win this war*’ For, remember it is only those who show the spirit of 
service and sacrifice today, will be entitled to share the benefits of the 
morrow, when peace comes. Surely the protection of their own land, India, 
and of their families and houses should not be bargained for fiom the cheap 
platform of a quid pro quo co-operati(m. You say, as Mr. Satyamurti said 
in his speech, that the otter of England to give us Dominion Status after 
the war is all “bunkum”. In other words, you call the Eritish Parliament, 
who have promised you Dominion Status after the war is over, a pack of 
liars. And as “independence” after the war and “freedom of speech” 
today have not been given to you now and at r^nce, you refuse to (;o-opcrate: 
and incidentally, as we have heard during this debate, if this is refused 
you tlireaten the Government with dire conse(iuences. May I remind the 
Congress of the words of their great leader, the revered Mahatma Gandhi, 
who said: **Of what use is freedom of speech and action if England fails” 
And I ask that same <piestion to (kmgress. What have you done? You 
have placed the entire responsibility of non-co-operation on the shoulders 
of that great man, aged 73, and you have asked him to bear this burden. 
It is only his cementing factor that holds you together and you know that 
as well as anybody else; you know that acute divided opinions exist in your 
High Command on this very point and you also know' that but for the 
magnet’c and dynamic ])ersonality and inhibitary influence of this great 
man, disruption awaits the Congress. Why shut your eyes to this blatant 
fact? If this bargaining attitude is to continue and if England wins in 
the end, will not England be right if she turns round and says to Congress: 
"since you never trusted me, how can I trust you? and what guarantee 
have I that yon will co-operate during and after the war’? Nothing can be 
built on a spirit of mutual distrust. Negotiations have gone on for years 
between Government, the Congress and the Muslim League. But surely 
my Honourable friends must realise the dangers that lie ahead of us and 
will they not now^ again reconsider, and will not the Congress, for the time 
being, replace their demand of freedom of speech and independence with 
active co-operation with England and help in the defences of India for 
which the Honourable the Finance Member asks for money? None of us^ 
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not even the bitterest opponent, can shut our eyes to the actual fact that 
war is the central figure in half the civilised world. Every day brings us 
nearer and nearer to the dangers of war. You know what it means to 
India if there are reverses for England in the Far East or in the Middle 
East. It means that India will be brought nearer the scene of action. 
It means no India. Who will deny that Burma is, within bombing 
distance of Japan. This means that the enemy is at our very doors. This 
positioji is enhanced, this danger is made greater by the gyrations of 
Russia today. Yet the Congress, consisting as it does of the best brains in 
India, still wish to bargaijp for their help and co-operation. Its one desire 
at present seems to be to drive England to a position, more perilous than 
it is totlay and then to force or stampede England to agree to the terms 
it demands. May I remind the Congress, in the words of that great Prime 
Minister of England, Mr. Churchill, that, if England were conquered, the 
theatres of w’nr for the defence of the British Empire will move from 
possession to possession, from sea to sea and ^^ho will deny that India 
iJiMV }et one day be the great and (central theatre of war against the 
Western powers. If the Congress refuses to share the responsibility of 
financing the country to prepare itself in its defences, I ask, when the 
dav of reckoning comes and they stand before the tribunal in the near 
future, when peace is declared and they are asked to prove what right 
rhey have for the claims they make today of independence or even of 
Dominion Status, wliat answer will they give and what will they deserve 
and get? I ask them seriously to consider this matter. 

I am prepared to agree with the C’ongress and with other spe»ikers in 
this debate who have pointed out certain defects of our ])resent day govern¬ 
ment, the sins of omission and commission w'hich the Government of 
India have [)erpetrated, but no Government can be j)erfect. The Anglo- 
IndLan community have their own complaints against this Government. 
You may not know it. My own community has, at times, been treated 
very badly. We can never forget the time when Lord Valentia doubted 
the loyalty of the community and fearing a second Santiago wrote to the 
Board of Directors in England denying ns any iX)sitions in the army, civil 
or naval forces of the Crown. When the call came during the Mutiny, 
w'e came hack to the Flag to a man. What have we given? We have 
given, in the w'ords of Mr. Churchill, our blood, our sweat, our tears and 
our toil. But what have we got in return? While we are grateful for 
enlistment into army departments we have been refused an Anglo-Indian 
unit or Battery of artillery or even a mechanised unit. In short, we are 
still used by Government as its sacrifice on India's political expediency 
and w'e feel very bitter against this Imperialism. Let me forget these 
today. We have our complaints and grievances, but this is not the time 
to talk about them. We have determined to sink them for the time being. 
Today is the day w’hen we should unitedly drown our grievances and 
answer the call of the Mother country, to come forward and help the Gov¬ 
ernment. It is very easy to be arm-chair critics, it is very easy to rake 
up the dead past and accuse the Government. This wall do no gooil either 
to India or to us. Does the Congress realise what is happening in 
England today? Since the last war and the signing of the Treaty of 
Versailles, does the Congress know how England has suffered? Does it 
know how her people are daily facing death? England has suffered from 
the inefficiencies and the deception of its governments and it« Ministers. 
One after the other, its Ministers assured the British public that every¬ 
where, the British army and the navy and air force were on a parity with 
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the enemy countries and there was no cause for anxiety. Minister after 
Minister, Cabinet after Cabinet refused to listen to the prophetic words 
of warning of Mr. Winston Churchill who was anetheina to all of them, 
•and England was left in a sense of pseudo-security, but when the war 
broke out, the hollowness, the unpreparedness was exposed and the naked, 
truth was laid bare. Don’t you think the English people had every right 
indeed more than you—to stand up in open revolt and call for redress 
from those Prime Ministers and Cabinets also who were res])onsible for 
her plight when war broke out last September. The English people realised 
they were badly treated in the past and they were let down but they also 
realised that if they raked up the past, they would not only weaken the- 
present but they would blur the future. No, Sir, every English man. 
woman and child made up their minds to defend their country. The 
Labour Opposition—the backbone of England—such as you are occupying 
in this House today, the Labour Party which had greater grievances with 
the British Government than you have today with the Government of 
India agreed to sink their differences and formed a Coalition government. 
With what result? Daily and daily England’s power increased, daily and' 
daily her air power and navy increased, as also the Royal Air Force, every 
mail of which Force I look upon as a national hero, witli the result that, 
today, even you will have to admit that Germany has been defeated in 
its air attacks in England. That is what the English people have suffered' 
and here they have won the greatest air battle in the world and upset 
Hitler’s plans of conquering England and the world. They did not whine, 
they did not ask for independence, or freedom of speech. No, they 
buried their differences. 

I ask my Honourable friends of the Congi-ess Party to show that they 
too do possess the same ideals and realities which the English possess 
that they too are prepared to sink their differences and rise to the occasion. 
Surely this is not the time to cry over spilt milk. It is idle if you think 
that India is immune to attack or it will be spared by any of the enemy 
countries. For arguments sake, if India were given indejiendence and 
separation meant the withdrawal of the British garrison and the guardians 
of the sea, the Navy, then will any one in this House deny that it would 
only be a question of whether the new invader would come from the West 
or the North or the East. What chance would the Indian people have, 
and even the valourous Frontier Babe, the enfant terrible, Mr. Abdul 
Qaiyum, have, to withstand the onslaughts of modern mechanised warfare 
on land, air and by sea by using the bare and useless weapons of ‘patriotism’ 
and ‘valour’ or even of ‘non-violence’ such as seem to be the sole weapons 
of the Congress party today? 

r do beg of my Honourable friends opposite to put aside the question of 
their injured prestiLe for the moment, because the continuation of such an 
attitude is only stirring up difficulties, and I make bold to say that, in, 
some ways it has antagonised the Muslims, it is alienating the Princes and' 
It IS making the minorities suspicious, apart from the fact that it is injuring 
and threatening the security of the British Empire. Surely if your purpose 
i.s not to act but only to possess this unusual claim for freedom of speech, 
satisfy a feeling of pique and injured sentiment? 
vViiafc use is it to the Congress or to the Empire to keep alive an embittered 
controversy of past years? In doing so you cannot strengthen your hands;; 
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/ou can only strengthen the hands of the aggressive dictators and imperil 
victory for England. 

1 sympathise, as I said before, with the views held by some of the 
Members and the gi’ievances they have mentioned against Government— 
1 agree that controversy at tlie proper time is wholesome; and politicians 
should have definite principles and they should be entitled to hold those 
principles strongly, to express them freely and to fight for them tenaciously. 
By all means demand sufficient machinery to scrutinise the expenditure on. 
war so as to ensure no waste of money. That is tin? right of the House. 
1 also agree that we should minimise the letting in of foreign capital under 
the guise of war efforts, and wherever practicable, India should be given 
the first opportunity of supplying it. But today we are all facing a common 
danger, common to England and India--indeed the whole Empire when all 
ideals and grievances must be submerged and suspended. The need for 
national unity is paramount and is called for urgently. When imminent 
peril hung over Great Britain its various parts joined together to fight. If 
they had not done so England would have been lost today. Surely the* 
Congress leaders, after such a long and continuous agitation, must realise 
that the same duty is paramount with them and they must perform it nowr 
and not in terms of bargained co-operation. Why carry on a controversy 
which will continue the deadlock that exists today. 

If there is a will tor a settlement, a settlement there w'ould surely be 
and the present crisis in the w^orld's history demands it. Hemember,. 
“Yesterday is dead, forget it. Today is here, use it Tomorrow^ may 
never come“. Two wrongs never made a right. The position of the 
Congress is very different from any of the political organisation except,. 
perha])3, the Muslim League. The Congress has a hoary tradition behind it. 
if properly administered it enshrines in its bosom the future of India. At 
times it has rendered great service to India. I ask ^very ^lember sitting on 
the opposite Benches who has come here with the sole purpose of rejecting 
this Bill: is the India, wdiich they and we envisage, to be democratic in 
the true sense of the term, or is it to be only a battle ground for contending 
and w^arring factions, paving the way for dictatorship, be they between 
government and the people or be they between Muslims and Hindus? I ask 
every Muslim friend of mine and every Congressman to answer this in his 
personal conduct and by his vote on this Bill. May be niy appeal will fall on 
deaf ears, I hope not. After all each one of us is anxious to lead India 
towards the goal of Dominion Status. There is no use crying “We do 
not trust England and therefore we will not help her in the defences of 
India; let England first of all give us what we want and then we wdll co¬ 
operate”. May I, in reply, add: Remember, mistrust, even a vestige of it, 
engenders mistrust, while trust has the opposite effect. Cannot the Congress 
trust England the same as England is ])repared to trust the Congress? 
Cannot the Congress, as sons of this great sub-continent of India, realise 
the sacrosanctity of the duty tliey owe to the sliores and frontiers* of their 
own country, to their homes and families, and, for the time being sink all 
political differences and whole-heartedly join the Government? I know'. 
Sir, what my Honourable friends on the opposite Benches, and they will 
pardon me if I call them a “conquered race”, have, at times, suffered. 
No one knows better than I do how they have suffered and how just are 
some of their complaints. No one is more sorry for the imprisonment of 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru than I am. I am truly sorry tliat he should have 
been given such a long term of imprisonment. But let us come dow’n to 
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tin tacks and face each other as nian to man. I ask you on the Treasury 
and yow the Congrev5,s on the Opposition Benches to face each other 
•as men to men. You—the Government—blame the Congress for wilful 
•opposition and I join you in that charge for it is quite true, but are you 
altogether blameless? Are you so perfect in all you do—are you so infallible 
that no one could or should find fault with you? I thought this was the 
prerogative of the Congress. If you think you are infallible let me tell you 
that your mirrors are astigmatic and your vision distorted. If you say to 
the Congress “You are our enemies in the present struggle”, I readily say 
with you “Yes”; but are you the Government—not your own enemies to a 
certain extent? For nearly two centuries you have paid more attention to 
your “vested interests” or what Congress and your detractors call “Impe¬ 
rialism” or what I would prefer to call your “untouchability“ than to the 
industrial development of India to make her self-supporting. You have 
discouraged, with the convenient excuses of “uneconomicar’ and “unneces¬ 
sary”, any adv^^ncemeiit made in the major industries of India wdth the 
result that India, though it has its raw materials^ is still compelled, in the 
interests of your Impenalism, to send them to England, later to be returned 
as finished articles for use in India. You have demanded an Imperialistic 
hall-mark for degrees in the various sciences and Government employment. 
You compel our lads to go to Europe and spend thousands of rupees to 
receive an education to enable them to come back to their own country to 
practise it. You refuse to recognise the quality of Indian degrees. In short, 
you believe that the Almighty when He distributed grey cerebral cells, had 
given it in plenty to the West and very sparingly to the East. As a result 
you have indulged in invidious distiiadions leading to the development of 
superiority and inferiority eomph;xes. Take the unfair distribution of civil 
posts to Indian and European I. M. S’, officers. But let me come nearer 
home—the ])resent war. For years we have been crying out for opportunities 
to build our own military needs in India, and also our locoinf)tives. Hut, 
yeai- after year we have, been rcd’used this as being either unnecessary or 
uneconomical. What is the result^*.’ We see it in India today at every 
turn in our lives anxious as we are to lu*l]» our King and country in this war. 
\\c see an India unable to siij)ply us with our military neecls. We find 
India with a ])lentit’ul sup})ly of both officeis and men as good as any in the 
woi'ld, ready to serve and patiently waiting to do their bit, but we ha\'e no 
means of adequately equipping them to meet a modernised army—no 
arlillerv. no aero])ianes, no tanks, no steamers, no navy, and we have the 
eiKUny knocking at our very shores and frontiers. For years we were not 
considered fit to be officers, either in the army, air or navy. Hut today, 
with England with her back against the wall, fighting an unequal fight 
.alone, unable to spare a single plane or cannon, you suddenly discover that 
India caii supply suitable officers and men and many classes whom you 
once dubbed as “non-martiar' you find today are suitable for the army. 
But from where are you going to equip them—these line specimens of 
manhood are hungry, are tliirsty to help England, but cannot; and I cannot 
sec how^ they will be able to do so for at least another 12 or 15 months, if 
not longer. This is what you have done in the bigotry of your vested 
interests—your uuto\ichability to the industrial ruin of India, shorn, as she 
finds herself of most major industries wliich are still the perquisites of 
Knghmd and Europe. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdul Kahim): It is five o’clock 
p.M. now. How long does the Honourable Member want to continue? 
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Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gldney: I think about ten minutes, Sir. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ihiliim): The Honoiiraidt 
Aieinber can resuine his speech tomorrow. 


STATKMEXT OF l^USINKSS. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Leader of the House): 
Sir. (he last dale on which you have hitherto directi*d the x\ssend)ly to* 
meet h)r the .transaction of ol'hclal business is Thursday in this week. 
as is hoped, the Honoinable the Finance Member's motion for reference of 
thi* FiXcess Profits Ta.\ (Amendnumt) liil! to Select Committee is reached on 
W’iainesday or Thursday, it is jjroposed to specify Monday next as the date' 
b\ which the Committee will b(‘ instructed to report. I would, therefore, 
recpiest you. Sir, to direct a meeting to be held for th** transaction of otuciaT 
business on that day. 1 should explain in this connection that it is im¬ 
portant that the Bill should become law this Session inasmuch as it 
affects assessments wliich must be mad(* before the House next meets. 
The effect, I may add, on assessments will, to a preponderating extent, be* 
ill the interests of the assessees. ff the Bill is to he passed during this 
Session, further meetings will become necessary, ))ut for the present T 
confine mystdf to .asking you to direct a nuauing to be held on Monday 
next. T would add that tlu* only remaining business for the Session, not 
included in the current list, is the discussion of the r(‘|)ort of the Public 
Accounts Committee and possibly the consideration and passing of a Bill 
(not yet introduced) to make provision in connection with the coffee- 
industry. 

Mr. President (The Honoural)le Sir Abdur Bahim): T fix Monday the 
25th November for official business. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, the* 
10th November, 1940. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday^ 19tJt November, 1940. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur 
Pahim) in the Chair. 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

{d) Oral Answers. 

Issue of One Rupee Notes. 

158. *Dri Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: fa) Will the Honourable the Finance 
Member state (i) the value of one rupee note which they have put in circu¬ 
lation. and (ii) the total number of notes they printed till Ist November, 
1940? 

(b) Are these notes issued by the Government of India or by the 
Reserve Bank? 

(c) If by the former, what is the paper currency reserve behind it? 

(d) Where and in what form is the reserve kept? 

(e) On what terms are these one rupee notes transferred to the Reserve 
Bank? 

(f) Will Government lay these conditions on the table? If not, why 
not ? 

(g) Are Government under obligation to change one rupee note for a 
metal rupee? If not, why not? 

(h) Is there a legal obligation for the holder of the Reserve Bank five- 
rupee notes to accept five notes of one rupee each? 

(i) In case the answer to part (h) be in the affirmative, how does the 
Honourable Member explain the monetary policy of the Government of 
India with reference to one rupee notes, five rupee notes and silver coins? 

(j) Will Government pay in full one rupee for a note which is 
defaced to the extent defined in iCeserve Bank Act? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: (a) (i). Rs. 646 lakhs up to 25th 
October, 1940. 

(a) (ii). It is not the practi(‘e to publish information in regard to reserve 
stocks of currency. 

(b) , (c), (d), (h) and (i). I invite the Honourable Member’s attention 
to the press communique issued on the subject on the 24th July, 1940, 
and the replies which I gave to supplementary questions on the 11th. 

(e) and (f). These notes are delivered to the Reserve Bank in accord¬ 
ance with the provision contained in sub-section {3) of section 36 of the 
Reserve Bank of India Act as amended by the Currency Ordinance, 1940, 
against payment of legal tender value. 

( *766 ) A 
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(g) No. These notes were issued to supplement the stock of inetiilhc 
rupees so as to relieve the inconvenience felt by the public, and making 
them convertible into rupee coins would defeat their object. 1 ley are, 
however, convertible into smaller change. 

(j) Government of India, b'inance Department Notitication No. D/C.- 
1124-F., dated the 12th August, 1940, lays down the rules under which ex 
gratia refunds are permissible. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May 1 know if the Honourable Member can tell 
us something about the ctfect of the Defence of India Rules against the 
hoarding of rupees, and whether Cloveriimeiit have been able to get a large 
number of rupees de-hoarded by their action? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The effect of the action was to 
relieve the immediate pressure, :uid also tnerc has been a great deal of 
cessation of hoarding, and the tide may bt* said to have now' turned. 

. Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know, Sir, whether the Honourable Member 
will make an effort, with regard to the w'orking classes, about whom 1 com¬ 
plained last week, to distribute to those employers who make a specific 
application for metal rupees for distribution amongst workmen, at least 
in tliose centres wdiere there is some kind of complaint? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Every aspect of the question is 
constantly before us, and 1 am making every effort to meet all the diffi¬ 
culties which have arisen. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May J know^ Sir, if these paper notes wdll be 
in circulation only during the present emergency or even after the war? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Our present intention is merely 
to use them during the emergency. 

Mr, T, S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: May I know the answer to clause 
^d), because I could not follow' it. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I invited attention to the com- 
^nunique which dealt with this point. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar: As we are not aware of the contents 
of this communique, may I know' what is the reserve that has been set 
apart, and where is it kept? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I stated that it is not the prac¬ 
tice to publish information in regard to reserve stocks of currency, but I 
*can say that the reserves are held in India. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar: The Honourable Member is con¬ 
fusing the question. 1 want an answer to sub-clause (d). 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: (d) asks where and in what 
form is the reserve kept, and it relates tn the paper currency reserve behind 
the rupee note. The point of referring to the communique is that the 
communique explains the status and eharacter of these notes and shows 
that It IS not necessary to maintain a reserve behind them. 
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Hr. H. M. Joslhi: The Honourable Member said that these notes are 
convertible into smaller change, and I take it he means silver change. 
Do the Government of India undertake the obligation to supply smaller 
change in adequate quantities or only to a limited extent? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The Government of India 
endeavour to maintain enough small change in circulation to enable all 
reasonable demands for change to be met. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: I am asking, Sir, about their legal obligation. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Yes, there is a legal obligation, 
I think I am right in saying that there is a legal obligation to supply small 
change in return for these, if demanded. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad*. With reference to part (g) of rny question, 
are Government under obligation to change one rupee notes for tiietal 
fuj^ces,—I don’t mean siiiall change; if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: No, Sir, they are not under 

•obligation. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Why not? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The answer is that thev have 
not been made convertible, and the reason is this. As T explained the 
whole object of this note was to relieve a situation of a character which 
wouM not have been relieved if these notes were made convertible again 
into metallic rupees. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know. Sir, whether the figure given by the 
Honourable Member includes the amount issued by the Government to 
•the Reserve Bank, or only the amount in the hands of the public? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The question was the value of 
one rupee notes which they have put in circulation. That means the 
amount which has actually been issued. 

Issue of One Rupee Notes. 

157. •Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance 
Member please state whether the one rupee notes were specially prepared 
for the occasion, or they were prepared on some previous occasion? 

fb) Why have Government not put water-mark on these one rupee 
notes ? 

fc) Is it not a fact that these notes could be forged comparatively more 
easily? 

fd) Do Government propose to issue a statement for the information of 
public showing the distinction between real notes and forged ones? 

fe) Do Government contemplate to destroy these notes when they come 
hack to the Reserve Bank? 

tte HoBonrable Sir Jeremy Balsnum: (al and(b). The attention of 
the Honourable Member is invited to the press communiques on the subject 
issued oh the 24th July and the 28tb September. ^ 

k i 
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<e, »n. (d,, No b. 

yet been noticed, and the issue of such a st 
sary at present. 

/ \ -r> A u- I ^ fi^rn flpfaced or excessively soilea will not 

(e) Eupee notes which are torn, aeraced 


be re-issued. 


Press Communiqy^.. 

At a result of large withdrawals of rupee coin from 
for hoarding, much inconvenience ia being felt by .ho geneia p R,.,erve Bank 
scarcity of a suitable medium of exchange of smaller value t i nmirintr in from 
note of lowest denomination, namely, rupees live. Requests have bee p K 
all parts of the country to issue notes of smaller denomination, as was done in the 
last war, and it has been decided to supplement the stock of rupee com by one rupee 
notes issued on the authority of the Government of India, and an ordinance has just 
bicn issued authorising such issue and providing that such notes will for all purpose® 
be the equivalent of rupee coin. They will be legal tender to exactly the same extent 
as rupee coin and, not being bank notes or currency notes, can be issued by the Reserve 
Bank of India in exchange for their bank notes to satisfy a demand for rupee coin. 

2 The silver stocks of the Government of India, apart from the coin held by the 
Reserve Bank of India, are ample. Of these, however, a large amount consists of the 
proceeds of Queen Victoria coin which has been withdrawn from circulation in the 
last few years and which would, in the opinion of Government, have to be recoined 
before being fit for issue. In view of the expansion of war activities, however, there 
has been an exceptionally large demand for small coin which shows no signs of 
abatement, and Government consider that priority should be given to supplying such 
coin which are a necessity to the poorer classes for their day to day transactions and 
which are not used for hoarding in preference to coining rupees merely to satisfy 
the selfish instincts of the wealthier hoarder. While every effort is being made by 
Government to re-mint as quickly as possible rupee coins from the bullion in their 
possession, the output of the mints is for this reason at present limited and it is 
necessary to introduce a substitute as a temporary measure. 

3. These notes are being printed at the Government of India Security Printing 
Press, Nasik Road, but as it will take some time before adequate supplies are avail¬ 
able, Government propose to make a start by the issue of notes which were prepared 
to meet a contingency of another nature in 1935, but which proved unnecessary at 
the time and which have since been held in stock bo a.s to be available if required. 
These 1935 notes are printed on paper bearing as a watermark the head of His late 
Majesty King George V, and are by 2^" in size. They contain a representation 
of the rupee coin on both sides and bear the signature of Mr. J. W. Kelly, who was 
Ooritroller of the Currency in 1935, when they were prepared. The new Nasik 
notes are exactly similar except that they do not have the same watermark. They 
are printed on the paper used for Post Office Cash Certificates. 

4. Owing to the large number required, the rapidity with which they had to be 
prepared and the difficulty of obtaining suitable paper in adequate quantity, it has 
been found neceissary to make the rupee notes to lie is.sued initially smaller in size 
than the rupee notes issued during the last war so as to obtain the maximum number 
of prints on each sheet, and it is the intention of Government to replace the smaller 
notes with notes of larger size as soon as possible. The public can co-operate in 
this if they will limit their use of coin and notes to reasonable monetary purposes and 
discourage the senseless habit of hoarding. The new notes which will be is.sued 
.some time later wdll be 4" by 2^" but in other respects similar in design. They will 
bear the signature of Mr. C. E. Jones, Secretary to the Oovoniment of India in the 
bmance Department. 


Press Communif/u^.. 

. the recent issue of one rupee notes bearing the head of His Majesty 

King George V and the date 1935, was printed on two different kinds of paper, with 
ditferent watermarks and minor variations in the printing of the numbers ha® 
apparently led to misapprehensions as to the validity of the notes, both of which 
are now current in India and Burma. 

here^clea^y explained^-—^^^^ misapprehensions the differences between these notes are 
of Hi.® ‘’'v portrwt head 

facia/‘PP**""* 
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The second series bearing the prefix letter E, and subsequent letters is printed on 
paper with a watermark consisting of a five pointed star surrounded by the words 
“Govt, of India”. This is an all-over watermark, i.e., it does not appear in any 
special position with reference to the printing. 

The second series U numbered with serial numbers of the same style as I hose 
appearing on the Reserve Bank of India notes, whereas the first series includes 3 
slightly different styles of numbering, all of which are of a smaller type than that 
appearing on the second series. 

Some notes of the second series have been bound in booklet form between sage 
green covers, the upper cover bearing in black the Royal Cypher GRl surmounted by 
the Imperial Crown. Notes detached from these booklets will be found to have a 
perforated left hand edge. 

Financic Department. 

6imla, the 28th i^eytembtr, 19!/). _ 


Mr. Hanu Subedar: Will the Honourable Member fell us the steps he 
has taken in order to replenish the rupee coins in the hands of the 
Government,—I want to know whether any arrangements have been made 
for extra coinage by getting out new plants or in any other way to meet 
the deficiency of rupee coins? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Yes, Sir, steps are being taken 
to meet that deficiency. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Can the Honourable Member crive us some in¬ 
formation on this i)oint? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I am in a position to state that 
the mints are working very hard. 

Dr, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: With regard to part (e), may I know if Gov¬ 
ernment contemplate to destroy these notes when the\ go to the Reserve 
Bank? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Yes, Sir, that is what I stated, 
—if they are torn, defaced or excessively soiled, they will not he re-issued. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: How long do Government propose to 
keep these notes in currency, and wlien do they propose to print new 
notes of one rupee? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The issue of newly printed 
notes depends on the way in which notes which have been issued stand up 
to the wear and tear. There is a constant supply of new notes going out 
and old notes being withdrawn and destroyed. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: What is the average expectation of the life of such 
notes ? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Ralaman: That, Sir, is a-subject on which 
it is very difficult to come to a precise conclusion; we have to depend on 
actual experience. 



r.EGlSMTIVK 


fEGiSMTIVK [19tH Nov JQjf} 

770 ' ^ 

Total Weight of Silver Bullion and Silver Coins in the possession of 

luiAi. y»i!.v. Government. 

,ir„ Ahmad- fft) Will the Honourable the Finance 

158. *Dt. Sir Ziattddm Ahmad, (a; 

Member be pleased to state ^ 1st April, 1939 and on Ist 

silver cows w the possession of Cio\tinni.i y 

November, 1940? 

(b) What is the cause of depletion, if any? 

(c) Where is the bullion kept, in India or America? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: (a) .and (b). The attention of 
the Honourable Member is invited to pages 228-229 of the Central Appro- 
' priation Accounts (Civil) 19a8-.89 which give the stock posi^tion on the 
31st March, 1939. Copies of thi.' publication were distributed to Honour- 
able Members during the last Budget Session. The figures for the Ist 
November. 1940, are not available. 

(c) Except for a sinalh stock in London the bullion is kept in India. 


Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know if any attempt has been made to add 
to the bullion stock of the Government in view of the rush on the silver 
coin since the war began.’ 


The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Yes. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Have Government made considerable purchases 
in England or in America or where, and may T know if the Honourable 
Member is in a position to give any information as to the quantity they 
have so purchased? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: It is definitely not in the public 

interest to give any detailed information on that point. 


Value of Dollar Securities requisitioned by Government of India 
FROM Private Holders. 

159. ♦Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Will the Honourable the Finance Mem¬ 
ber please state the value of the Dollar Securities wdu’ch the Government 
of India have requisitioned from private holders? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman; The question of requisitioning 
these securities is still under consideration. 


Mr. Manu Subedar: May I ask the Honourable Member if he can eive 
us the quantity of such securities in India, and whether the figures which 
he may give, if he gives any, will include securities held in Indian States? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I am afraid I cannot give him 
mformrition on the first point. I can say, as regards the second point, that 
a eps have been taken to ensure that as far as possible corresponding action 
18 taken in Indian States. 


Mr. Jfanu Su^dar: Mny T know on what basis, when these securities 
holders^ requisitioned, GoverniBent propose to pay up the present 
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mie HtoomraMe Sir Jeremy Eaisman: At a prioe not lees than the 

market value of the securities. 


•j S’ May I know if the Honourable Member has con¬ 

sidered the desirability of having some dollat securities as assets in the 
Issue Department of the Eeserve Bank of India? 


The Honourable Sir Jeremy Eaisman: This is a point which the Hon- 
ourable Memb a- raised in his speech the other day and which I hope to be 
able to deni with in the course of my reply. ’ 

Mr. E, Santhanam; Thank you. 


Different Scales of Pay for Officers op the Preventive Service at 
Chittagong and Calcutta. 

160. •Shall* Eafluddin Ahmad Siddiquee: (a) W ill the Honourable 
the finance Member be pleased to state if Government are aware that 
the and scales of the Officers of the Preventive Service at Chittagong 
and Calcutta are different, although the nature of work, risks of service, 
and fitness and educational attainments of the Officers of both the Offices 
are the same? 

Will the Honourable Member please state whether Government are 
aware that the Officer of Chittagong Preventive Service are not allowed any 
lift to Inspectorship and Apprenticeship, although in Calcutta 50 per cent, 
of the vacancies in the Appraisers’ rank are filled up by promotion from 
the Preventive Services? 

(c) If the answers to parts (a) and (b) be in the affirmative, will the 
Honourable Member be pleased to state if Government are prepared to 
remove tliis distinction? 

(d) If the answer to part (b) be in the negative, will the Honourable 
Member please state the reasons thereof? 

(e) If the answers to parts (a) and (b) be in the negative, will the 
Honourable Member be pleased to state the actual practice in promotion 
and also the scales of pay for Officers in both the Custom Houses? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: (a) The scale of pay for Pre* 

ventive Officers in Calcutta is slightly higher than in Chittagong; but the 
responsibilities in Calcutta are greater, the work is more arduous, the cost 
of living is higher, and recruits are usually better qualified. 

(b) Two posts of Inspectors (including the Chief Inspector) are open to 
Preventive Officers in Chittagong though with a view to improving the 
efficiency of the Department it has been found necessary to post an officer 
of the Calcutta Preventive Service as Chief Inspector at Chittagong during 
the last seven years. There is at present only one post of Appraiser at 
Chittagong Custom House and as the requisite experience cannot be 
obtained locally it has been the practice to appoint to the post an Appraiser 
from Calcutta. 

(c) No. 

(d) The existing arrangement is considered necessary in the interests of 
efficiency. 

(e) Does not ^se. 



772 


LBaiSLATIVB ASSEMBLY 


[19th Nov. 1940 

Hr. Iialchand Navalrai: May I know if there is a way up for these 
Preventive Officers in the other Customs Offices also, or that there is only 
in Calcutta and some in Chittagong? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: As far as 1 am aware, it is not 
the practice for these officers to be transferred to any other ports. 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrai: But is there no way up? Have they to die on 
the pay that they get? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: 1 have already replied to the 

questioji of what will happen to the Preventive Officers. I have indicated 
what posts are open to them. 

Licences for Preparation of Ayurvedic Medicines from Natural 
Fermented Ingredients. 


fl61. ’'‘Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Mem¬ 
ber please state whether it is a fact that no rules have been framed by the 
Excise Department in Delhi Province for providing licences to private indi¬ 
viduals or Ayurvedic firms for preparing Ayurvedic medicine by natural 
fermented ingredients whic.‘h very often result in producing more than 
20 per cent, alcohol? 

(b) Are Government prepare to issue instructions to give licences to 
bona fide Kavirajs for the preparation of Ayurvedic system of medicines? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: (a) No rules of the kind men¬ 
tioned have been framed in the Delhi Province. 

(b) Not at present. 


Issue of Instructions re Entries in “ Caste Column of the Census 

Returns. 

fl62. *Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Will the Honourable the Horne Member 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the conference of the Census 
Superintendents held at Delhi on the 22nd February, 1940, recommended 
to the Central Government that the column of caste be retained in the 
returns of the forthcoming census as heretofore? 

(b) Is it also a fact that in response to the representations by the Jat- 
Pat Torak Mandal of Lahore, the Government of India issued a circular 
sanctioning the entry of 'Nil' or ‘No-caste' in the Census Returns of 
1931 in the case of those who did not believe in the caste system? If 
so, are Government prepared to issue similar instructions to the census 
enumerators this year? 


The Honourable Sir Beginald Majcwell: (a) I would refer the Honourable 

Member to the Press Note dated the 10th June, 1940, a copy of which is 
laid on the table of the House. 


®*'®*iding instructions the answer given to the question 
UTll^be recorded. No further instructions are, therefore, required. 


tAnswer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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Not to be Broadcast or published before June Ilf, I9]p. 

PRESS NOTE. 

THE EIGHTH ALL-INDIA CENSUS WIDER EXAMINATION OF MEANS OF 

LIVELIHOOD. 

Questions Fr.\med. 

Problem of Rej/roduction Rates. 

A wider examination of the means of livelihood aspect of which examples are 
partial dependency, labour, contribution by members of tlfe household, unemployment, 
educated unemployment, seasonal and temporary unemployment, will be included in 
the Eighth All-India Census, to be conducted under the supervision of Mr. M. W. W. 
M. Yeatts, Census Commissioner, in the spring of 1941. An attempt will also be 
made to meet the question of associated employment or organised industry. 

In reply to the question dealing with the means of livelihood vague terms such 
as ‘service’, ‘writing’ or ‘labour’ will be avoided. For example in the case of labour 
it will be specified whether it is labour in the fields or in a coal mine or jute factory 
or cotton mill or lac factory or earth work, etc In the case of agriculture an attempt 
will be made to distinguish between persons who do not cultivate personally, who 
cultivate their own land, who cultivate rented land and who are hired labourers. If 
a person makes the articles he sells he will be entered as “maker or seller” of them. 

In past years industrial information was secured by a separate schedule of con¬ 
siderable complexity. For reasons of economy and facility this was given up in 1931 
and its place taken by a question bearing on organised industry. The difficulties occasion¬ 
ed by this question, particularly in its way many translated forms weakened the valua 
of the answers received ; which, in any case, for reasons of economy were not tabulat¬ 
ed. The form of question now put (‘‘If you are employed by some one else, what is 
his business?”) has been chosen so as to ensure the maximum degree of understand¬ 
ing on the part of the enumerator. 

The determination of the number of children born to a married woman and her 
age at birth of fir.st child represents an approach to the important matter of re¬ 
production rates. This determination is of value to any countiy, particularly to those 
of stationary or declining population, but also, and perhaps no less so, to those such 
as India. An attempt was made at the last census to achieve this information by a 
purely optional enquiry. The only satisfactory way, however, of using the census 
to help to this end is to secure simple and acceptable questions which can be asked 
as part of the general census scheme. The questions have been so framed that they 
will be susceptible of answer by the husband or father. Women will not be cross- 
questioned at all. 

The guiding principle in all the questions is that they are such as will pass the 
fdter of the enumerator’s understanding. If he is able to understand the questions 
he puts then he will bo able, or at any rate he will be more likely, to extract a satis¬ 
factory and intelligible answer. 

The following questions have been framed. 

1. Name. 

2. Sex. 

3. Race, Tribe or Caste. 

4. Religion, 

6. Married, unmarried, widowed or divorced. 

6. Age. 

7. Number of children born to a married woman. 

8. Her age at birth of first child. 

9. Are you wholly or partly dependent on any one else? 

10. If 80 , means of livelihood of person on whom dependent. 

11. Do you employ (a) paid assistants (b) members of household? If so, how 
man> ? 

12. Are you in employment now? 

13. (Only to those who reply in the negative to question 12), Are you in searoh 
of employment ? 

To those who reply in the affirmative the further question will be put.—How 
long have you been in search of it ? 
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14. Means of livelihood in order of importance. 

15. (Only to be asked in regard to means of livelihood of a person shown as partly 
dependent against question 9 or any subsidiary means of livelihood returned by other 
persons against question 14). 

Does this means of livelihood exist throughout the year ? If not, for what part 
of iht! year? 

16. If you are employed by some one else what is his business? 

17. Were you born in this district? If not in what district? 

18. Mother tongue. 

19. Other Indian languages in common use. 

20. Can you both read and write? If so, what script do you write? Can you 
only read ? 

21. How far have you read ? Give any examination pas.^ed. 

22. Are you literate in English ? 

Ho?ie Department; 

June, 10, 

Tenders invited for the Printing of the f'AVJi Akhbav, 
fl63. *Bhai Parma Nand: With reference to the reply to starred ques¬ 
tion No. 522, on the 26th iMarch. 1940, will the Defence Secretary kindly 
state : 

(a) if the cost of printing in Simla is higher than that at Delhi, 

and whether this fact was disclosed by the rates which 
were offered by various firms in connection with the tenders 
for printing of the Fauji Akhbar; 

(b) whether the rates offered for the printing of the Fauji Akhbar 

at Simla are being paid for the printing of the paper at 
Delhi: 

(c) what the cost was per issue and the number of copies printed 

of the monthly supplement referred to in part (d) of the 
answer given on the 2Gth March, 1940; 

(d.) if he proposes to invite fresh tenders for the printing of the 
Fauji Akhbar as well as its bi-weekly supplement in Delhi; 
if not, why not; 

(e) if the supplement is distributed by post under the supervision 

of the printers and, if so, what check there is to see that 
they use only one kind of paper and that they print all 
copies neatly; 

(f) if he is aware that picture blocks in several Indian papers, 

e.g., Statesman, Hindustan Times, Illustrated Weekly, etc., 
are printed on paper made in India, yet they are not blurred; 
and 

(g) what the difficulties are in calling for fresh tenders and what 

the reasons are for holding that the printing of 99,000 copies 
of the bi-weekly supplement of the Fauji Akhbar is not a 
new piece of work in view of the reply given to part (a) of 
the question No. 522 on the 26th March, 1940, to the effect 
that the printing of the supplement was not contemplated 
at the time the tenders were asked for for the weekly edition? 

tAnswer to this question laid on the table, the queetioner being abeeot. 



STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


775 > 


Mr. 0. M. O. OgUvie: (a) It is understood that the cost of printing is 
slightly higher in Simla than in Delhi. No fenders have recently been 
called for. 

(b) Yes, in view of the general increase in the cost of printing since the 
outbreak of war. 

(c) (i). The cost per issue was approximately Rs. 100. 

(ii) Numbers of copies were approximately 11,200 monthly. 

(d) No, it is not proposed to invite fresh tenders. Tenders were last 
called for in 1938, and the printer’s w'ork is considered satisfactory and 
his terms reasonable. 

(e) Yes, but the printing and general production are under the constant' 
supervision of the Editor and his staff. 

(f) Yes, Government are aware of this fact. ^ 

(g) There is no reason to call for fre.sh tenders as Government are satis¬ 
fied with the work of the present printer. The printing of the Supple¬ 
ment is not a new piece of work because most of the matter in the Sup¬ 
plement is also included in the Favji Ahhhar, and the type-setting, which 
involves most of the labour of printing, cannot, therefore, be considered 
as a new piece of work. 

Allegations of Bribery against the Manager of the Medical Stores 

Depot, Lahore. • 

1164. *Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Will the Defence Secretary please state 
if serious allegations of bribery have been made against the Manager of 
the Medical Store Depot, Lahore Cantonment, by several subordinates of 
his office? 

(b) Were these allegations definite and related to specific matters? If 
so, did the Department hold any enquiry? If not, why not? 

(c) Is it a fact that this particular Manager was transferred to Madras 
Depot in September, 1937? If so. why was the transfer cancelled? 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie: (a) and (b). One complaint, which is believed 
to be p8eudon\ mous was received. Two registered letters were sent to 
the address given by the sender asking him to substantiate his charges 
which were in no way specific. These letters were returned undelivered. 
No further enquiry was, therefore, made. 

(c) A transfer to Aladras in 1939 was cancelled because a new officer 
was placed in charge of the Lahore Depot and it was not desirable to make 
two changes at the same time. 

Repatriation of Mr. L. N. Khanna’s Wife and Daughter from 

SUDETENLAND, GERMANY. 

fl66. *Bhai Parma Nand; (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member 
please state if he has received any application from Mr. L. N. Khanna of 
Bombay for the repatriation of his wife and daughter who are at Goblonz. 
Sudetenland, Germany? If so, what steps have been taken by Government 
to get them hack to India in exchange for the German ladies repatriated 
from India? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member please state the number of German 
ladies repatriated from India, since the declaration of war. and the reasons 
why Mrs. Khanna and her daughter were not repatriated in exchange? 


tAnswer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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The Honourable Sir Reginald MaxweU: (a) Yes. On receipt of Mr. 
Khanna’s application His Majesty's Government were addressed 1 hey 
have made every possible effort to effect the repatriation of Mrs. anna 
and her daughter through the good offices of the United States Embassy 
in Berlin but so far without success. 

(b) The number is 89. The (rovernrnent of India have no information 
of the reason why Mrs. Khanna and her daughter have not been permitted 
to leave Germany. 

Enactment of Legislation enabling Insurance Companies to buy 

Defence Bonds. 

166. *Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi: Has the attention of the Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member been drawn to a letter which appeared in the 
statesman of 4th October, 1940, regarding legislation to enable Insurance 
Companies to buy Defence Bonds? If so, will the Honourable the Finance 
Member please state whether Government propose to take any action? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman; (i) Yes. 

(ii) Government do not consider any action necessary. There is 
nothing at present to prevent Insurance companies investing in Defence 
Bonds. Government see no advantage in the suggestion. It would mean 
legislation to permit •insurance companies to make Hetitious entries in 
their accounts showing on the one hand a higher interest income than is 
actually realised and balancing it on the other hand by a corresponding 
addition to expenditure. Though the net result would be unchanged, it 
is clearly objectionable to include unreal transactions in the accounts of 
insurance companies. 

Punjabi Detenus confined in the Deoli Detention Camp. 

167. *Sardar Mangal Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
ber please state the number of Panjabee detenus now confined in the Deoli 
detention camp? 

(b) How many of them are being treated as “A” class, “B” class and 
“C’' class prisoners? 

(c) Has any allowance been granted to them personally, or for their 
dependents? 

(d) Will their cases be examined periodically for releasing them? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) The Government of the 
Punjab have sent 7;l security prisoners to the Deoli Detention Camp. 

(b) There are only two classes of security prisoners. 13 of the 73 are 
in Class I and 60 in Class II. 

(c) No allowance has been granted by Government to the persons 
detained. The question of granting allowances to their dependants in 
■cases of real necessity is one for the Provincial Government to decide. 

(d) This is a matter for the Provincial Government. 

Sardar Mangal Singh: Will the Honourable Member please give us an 
estimate of the total expenditure in regard to their diet per day? 

T1i 6 Honourable Sir Reginald MaxweU: I should require notice of that 
•quesMon. 
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Mr. Abdul Qaiyum: Is it a fact that the Provincial Governments in¬ 
variably refuse to give allowances, because, otherwise, it will cease to 
have a deterrent effect? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: No. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: Are they detained under the orders 
of the Provincial Government or of the Government of India? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald MaxweU: The prisoners to whom this 
question relates are detained under the orders of the Provincial Govern¬ 
ment. 

Mr. K. Santhanam: May 1 know if Govermnent have rendered any 
advice to the Jh'oviiuMal Governments in tlie matter of giving allowances 
to these detenus? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Certain principles have been 
indicated, namely, those mentioned in answer to part (c) of the question. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Does the Honourable Member know that 
these Provincial Governments have been periodically examining for the- 
purpose of releasing or not? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Not so far as I ani aware. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask whether the Gcvernment of India have 
made any rules regarding the treatment of detenus, and if so, will they 
place those rules on the table of the House? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Certain orders have been 
passed as regards tlie treatment of detenus in the charge of the Govern¬ 
ment of India, those in Deoli. As regards Provincial Governments, 

they have been following more or less the same rules but they have a 
certain ariKumt of discr(dion to meet local requirements. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: M ay I ask whether those orders will be made public? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I will comsider that. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I know if these detenus are under the provi¬ 
sions of the Defence of India Act or under the provisions of any other 
Act? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: The prisoners to whom this 
question relates are detained under the Defence of India Rules. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I know if it is a fact or not that the Govern¬ 
ment of India exercise a vigilant eye over the proceedings that are taken 
under the Defence of India Rules? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Yes, to some extent. The 
Government of India keep themselves generally in touch with action 
taken under those rules. 
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Sardar Sant Singh: What is the method by which the Government of 
India keep themselves in touch with the Provincial Governments in the 
matter of the application of these rules under the Defence of India Act? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: The Provincial Governments 
report their action periodically. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Have the Government of India any discretion to 
overrule the decisions of the Provincial Governments in this matter? 


The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: The Go\eminent of India 
would not ordinarily overrule the discretion of i\ Provincial Government 
in matters concerning povincial administration. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask whether the Government of India allow 
the use of the Deoli Camp only for the detenus from the Punjab or from 
other provinces also? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: The Deoli Camp is used for 
■ detenus from other provinces also. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May 1 know if there is any case so far in which 
the Government of India overruled or reviewed even the decision of the 
Provincial Government in the matter of detention of person under the 
Defence of India Rules? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: If the Honourable Member 
• means to ask wdiether the Government of India exercises appellate func¬ 
tions, the answer is '‘No”. 

' Condition of Health of Master Mota Singh, Baba Basakha Singh and 
OTHERS DETAINED IN DeOLI DETENTION CaMP. 

168. ♦Sardar Mangal Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
ber please state the condition of health of Master Mota Singh, Baba 
Basakha Singh and others, whether they have lost much weight since they 
arrived in Deoli Camp? 

(b) What arrangements have been made for their treatment in the 
jail? 


The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) The health of the security 
prisoners is good, and a number have put on weight since their arrival in 
'DeoH. 

(b) Adequate medical arrangements have been made inside the Camp 
' lor their treatment. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: May I know what they are suffering 
'from? lias the Honourable Member any information? 

Tlw Hraourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I have no information about 
?4heir individual diseases. 
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Desirability of Recruitment op Indians of all Castes and Creeds to 

THE Indian Army. 

169. *Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Will the Defence Secretary please 
•state: 

(a) if the (joverninent of India have declared from time to time 

since June lust that the Indian Army was thrown open to all 
castes and creeds of Indians and provinces in India; 

(b) if. in spite of such declarations, men were not recruited from 

Bihar and Bengal till the end of July and the Bengal Provin¬ 
cial Assembly gave expression to their grievances in a resolu¬ 
tion passed on 27th July last; whether their complaints have 
been attended to; 

(c) if the Provincial (lovernments of these Provinces made any 

representations to the (jovernnient of India for men of their 
Provinces being enlisted in the regular army; if so, what the 
reply given to the Governments of these Provinces was; 

*(d) if the Maratha Brahmins in Central Provinces and Berar were 
. selected either for emergency commissions, or as privates in 

the regular Indian Army till very nearly the middle of August 
last after the first declaration of the army having been 
thrown open to all castes and creeds was made; whether 
Government are aware that the recruiting officers in the 
Central Provinces and Berar openly said that their instruc- 
\ tions were not to enlist the Maratha Brahmins; whether 

such instructions were issued by Government; and 

te) whether there is any direct recruitment of Indians to an Indian 
Field Artillery regiment, and if Marathas and Maratha Brah- 
mins are directly admitted to it; if any or both of them 
are not so admitted, what are the grounds for not doing so? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: (a) No. There has never been any need for 
••any such declaration. No har exists to Government recruiting any class 
or creed. Those classes actually recruited are those which experience 
has shown to provide the best bulk supply of military material, and as 
the army expands the number of those classes is increased. 

(h) It is true that the Bengal Provincial Assembly passed a reso¬ 
lution on the subject. Recruitment from Bih.-ir was carried out to some 
small extent before the war and recruits are now being taken in increas¬ 
ing numbers from that Province. Recruitment from Bengal was started 
hy the end of May and in both Provinces the Indian Territorial Force has 
been substantially increased, and in both battalions have been embodied. 

(c) There has been some correspondence with the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments of Bengal and Bihar on the subject of recruitment and those Oov- 
•ernments are aware that their wishes are being met to the fullest extent 
•which is practicable at present. 

(d) Emergency commissions have always been open to Mabratta. 
Brahmins, but none qualified before August, 1940. They were not re¬ 
cruited to the ranks until early September. 

(e) Yes, there is direct recruitment of Indians to the Indian Field 

AHill^ry. Mahrattas are being taken into the In(Man Artillery, but not 
Mahrattet Brahmins up to the present. ^ 
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Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member if 
there is restriction against the people of any province and especially if 
there is any restriction aga'inst Sind, and whether people are being taken 
from Sind or not? 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie: There is no restriction whatever against Sind. 
If the Government decided to raise a regiment, division, or army corps, 
from Sind, there is nothing to stop it from doing so. As to the numbers 
which have actually been taken, I refer the Honourable Member to the 
statement 1 laid on the table on the 7th November last. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: With reference to part (e) of the question, the Hon¬ 
ourable Member said that Mahratta Brahmins are not being recruited. 
May I know whether there is any restriction on the reenutment of Mahra¬ 
tta Brahmins to the Indian Field Artillery? 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvle: None whatever. They do not happen to be 
recruited at present into that arm of the service but I cannot say what 
may happen later. 

Mr. Lalcliaiid Navalrai: May I know wdien new recruHinent has taken 
place, whether people from Sind have been taken? 

Mr. 0. M. G. OgUvie: I have already answ'ered the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber’s question. 

Mr. Govlnd V. Deshmukh: What w^as exactly the nature of the com¬ 
plaints made by the Bengal Government and to what extent and how they 
have been removed? 

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie: I cannot say that the Bengal Government 
made complaints. The Bengal Government is most anxious that its pro¬ 
vince should give any possible assistance in the prosecution of the war. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Was there any complaint from the Bengal 
Government as well as from the Government of Bihar as regards restric¬ 
tions so far as recruitment in their provinces was concerned? 

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie: Both provinces are very anxious 'indeed for 
more recruitment. 

Mr. (Jovind V. Deshmukh: Will the Honourable Member place the 
correspondence on the table? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: T cannot place the correspondence on the table, 
but I can inform the Honourable Member that the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments we'.re most anxious for the increase of recruitment in thedr province. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Are persons other than Mahratta Brahmins 
directly recruited to the Field Artillery? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: Yes. 

Quotas of Candidates for Emergency Commissions and as Privates 
FOR the Army fixed for different Provinces. 

170. ♦Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Will the Defence Secretary please 
state: 

(a) if any quotas of candidates for emergency commissions for the 
army and privates for the regular army are fixed for differentf 
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provinces; if so, on what principles; how many have been 
selected for commissions and recruited as privates from each 
Proviftce; and 

(b) the n\imber of persons from the Central Provinces and Berar 
selected for emergency commissions and as privates for the 
regular army since August last; of these, how many are 
Hindus, Marathas and Maratha Brahmins? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: (a) No vpiotas of recruits for the regular army 
are fixed for the various Provinces. Quotas of candidates for emergency 
commissions are fixed according to militar\* districts and not Provinces. 
The basis on which quoins for 7 lilitary districts are allotted are (1) the 
population of the district and (2) the number of prima facie suitable candi¬ 
dates who have registered their names. With regard to the numbers who 
have been selected for emergency commissions and who have been enlist¬ 
ed in the regular army from each Province, f. refer the Fhmonrable. Mem¬ 
ber to the answ'er given to starred question No. IR on the 7th November, 

(b) On the assumption that the Honourable Member means August of 
this year, nine persons have been selected for commissions of whom five 
were Hindus, three of these being Mahratta Brahiiiins. During this 
period 397 were enlisted of whom 387 were Hindus, 114 were Mahrattas 
other than Brahmins and 45 were Mahratta Brahmins. 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza: Is it a fact that when the Indian Christians 
presented themselves for interview for emergency Commissions, the 
Sergeant called upon them, if they w’ere of a dark complexion, to prove 
on the spot that they w^ere Anglo-Indians and not Indian Cliristians; and 
if they failed, they were promptly sent away? 

Mr. O. M. O. Ogilvie: The ha])poning of anything of the kind is most 
unlikely, but I cannot see how it arises from this question. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know' if a large number of selected men, 
after their preliminary selections and after their medical examination, 
are kept waiting for months by the military authorities bcfi^re they are 
finally taken? 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie: It is not correct. They are never kept waiting 
at all by the military authorities. They may be kept w'aiting owing to 
the lack of vacancies at.the moment. 

Mr, Manu Subedar: Is that not due to the fact tlint tliore' are quotas 
and restrictions based on communal and otlier considerations in the army? 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie: No. The quotas have nothing to do with corn- 
numal considerations. They do not enter 'into the matter in the slightest 
po.ssible degree. 

Selection of Candidates for Emergency Commissions and as Privates 

FOR THE ArsTY. 

171. *Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Will the Defence Secretary please 
state whether Government are prepared to consider the proposal of associat¬ 
ing with the authorities concerned a member, or members, of the Pro¬ 
vincial War Committees in different Provinces at the time of selection of 
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'Candidates for emergency commissions and as privates for the regular 
army at the recruiting centres in the Provinces? If not, why not? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: As regards emergency Commissions^ Provincial 
Govern in cuts have been asked to co-operate in the work of preliminarv 
selection. There is no need to ask for further assistance as regards other 
ranks. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Will not the work be easy if honorary offi¬ 
cers are asked to assist in the recruitment of privates? 

Mr. 0. M. G. OgUvie: There is no need to ask them to assist any more 
than they do already. The system of honorary recruiting officers has been 
found in practice to bring the non-official element cdosely into touch with 
the recruiting machine and to give excellent results. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Is it not suital)le and advisable to associate 
the honorary members with the stipendiarx recruiting officers. 

Mr. O. M. G. Ogilvie: The honorary recruiting officers are there and 
they are doing excellent work. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: What about the stipendiarx recruiting offi¬ 
cers. 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: They are doing excelhmt work also. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Do the honorary officers co-operate? 

Mr. 0. M. G. OgUvie: I am quite sure, they do co-operate. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Pahini): Next question. 

Knowledge of Hindi and Abhaty to \^^lITE it in Urdu or Roman Script 
FOR Recruitment to Indian Army. 

172. *Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: (a) Will the Defence Secretary please 
state if it is a necessary condition of qualification for a recniit to the Indian 
Navy that he must be able to know Hindi and be able to write it in either 
Urdu or Roman script? 

(b) Are Government aware that such a condition will disqualify persons 
of the Bombay Presidency who have naval traditions since centuries from 
being recruited to the Indian Navy? 

(c) Are Government prepared to add at least ‘Deva Nagari’ to the above 
condition as one of the characters alternative to Urdu or Roman scripts 
in which Hindi could be written? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: (a) A recruit for the Royal Indian Navy must 
knoxv Hindustani and be able to write it either in Urdu or Roman 
characters. 

(b) No. As the boys taken know a certain amount of English they are 
in all cases familiar with the Roman script. 
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(c) Government find it impracticable to give instruction on Naval sub¬ 
jects in more than two scripts, namely, Urdu or Koman. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: 1 have not had a definite answer to part (b) 
of my question. Will the Honourable Member read it out again? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: I said, “No. As the boys taken know a certain 
amount of English, they are in all cases familiar with the Eoman script.” 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Is the Urdu script the script of the majority of the 
population in this country? 


Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: No, Sir. T do not suppose it is. but it is gen¬ 
erally widelv known in all the Provinces and a vanation can be made from 
it by substituting Koman for those who do not know it 


Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Is (he Honourable M*^mber aware that in 
Western India, that means the Romba\ Presidency, Urdu is neither their 
mother tongue, nor are the characters natural to them as they learn 
Devanagri and speak Maratlii whether they be Muslims or Hindus? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: As T explained, the difficulty has not in practice 
arisen. The bo\s who are taken are either capable of writing in Roman 
or in Urdu. They can choose which thev like. 

Mr. President ('J’ho Honourable Sir Abdur Kahirn ; Next question. 

Expansion op the IOth (Nagpur) Battalion, University I’raining 

Corps. 

173. ♦Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh; Wiii tlie Defence Secretan nlease 
state: ^ 

(a) if the Central Provinces and Berar Govcrumcait had issued a 

press note edher in July or .\ugust last, notify the decision 
of the Government of India to ]iermit ex1^^nsi(in of the lOth 
(Nagpur) Battalion, University Training (’oims; whether this 
ex]iansion was sanctioned by the Gove nment of India and, 
if so, wliether it was on the distinct understanding that the 
unit was to carry out its training without any increase to the 
present authorised instructional staff and witliout the issue 
of additional arms and equipment; whether this expansion 
has been carried out; if not, why not; whether Government 
will explain how this can be done with the restrictions imposed 
and referred to above; 

(b) if expansions of the Battalions of other Indian University Train¬ 

ing Corps were sanctioned on the same conditions; if so, 
which those Universities are and what the results achieved 
by these Universities are; and 

(c) if Government are prepared to raise the University Training 

Corps of all or any of the Universities in India to the status 
of the 0. T. C. at British Universities and to enlarge the 
scope of the University Training Corps so as to include all 
arms of modern defence forces? 

B 2 
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Mr, 0. M. G. Ogilvie: (a), (b) and (c). A statement is laid on the 
table: 


Statement. 

(a) Towards the end of June 1940, the Government of India sanctioned a 50 per 
cent, increase in the existing establishments of all University Training Corps, which 
included the 10th (Nagpur) Battalion, University Training Corps. A copy of the 
Government of India order was sent to local Governments concerned and it is possible 
that the Government of the Central Provinces and Berar may have issued a Press 
note on the subject. This increase in establishments was sanctioned on the distinct 
understanding that the units should carry out their training without any increase in 
the present authorised instructional staff and without the issue of additional arma 
and equipment. This unit has expanded beyond the previously authorised establish¬ 
ment. Extra instructional staff and equipment* are not essential to enable a unft to 
be expanded, as additional parades can be hold and training carried out with the 
same staff and equipment. 

(b) Yes, the orders mentioned in answer to the first part of the question applied 
to all Indian University Training Corps. The authorised establishment of other 
rank.s in the University Training i’orp<i and the actuals on Ist October 1940, are as 
follows ;— 


Units. 


1st (Bombay) Battalion, U. T. C. , 
2nd (Calcutta) Battalion, U. T. C. . 
3rd (United Provinces) Battalion, IJ. T 
4th (Lahore) Battalion, U. T. C. . 

6th (Madras) Battalion, U. T. C- . 

7th (Patna) Company, U> T. C. 

9th (Delhi) Battalion, U. T. C- 
loth (Nngpur) Battalion, U. T. C. 

11th (Karachi) Company, U. T. C. . 
12th (Dacca) Company, U. T. C. 


Establishment 
of other 
ranks. 

Actunls 
of other 
ranks. 

955 

624 

956 

439 

9.50 

KBft 

950 1 

460 

956 

846 

239 

' 158 

477 

162 

477 

.395 

239 

2.39 

114 

111 


to units which are not liable for military service. 
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MOTION FOE ADJOURNMENT. 

Au,KGEn Occupation of the Mu.si,m Ivoatt at Buuhanpur py 

Mtlitaky, 

mot”n Honour,-ible Sir Abdur Unhim); With ret;,Trd to the 

bv the Militnrv of the \t. “forcible occupation 

vinees”, J under aS tbirr Burhanpur in the Centr,al Pro- 

tion to exercise his powerf of di.Sr™’’ 

powers of disallowance m respect of this motion, does 
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not consider his affirmative consent to be required to the moving of the 
same. When did this forcible occupation by the military take place? 

Maulana Zatar Ali Khan (East Central Punjab : Muhammadan): On the 
16ih. 1 wiU read out the telegram which I received the day before yester¬ 
day . . . . • 

Mr* President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Is there any objec¬ 
tion ? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie (Defence Secretary); Yes, Sir. I have also 
received the telegram, which Maulana Zafar Ali Khan is alluding to, 
myself. Inquiries were at once issued and an answer has since been 
received which savs that the Idgah was not occupied by troops. The 
troops, on the other hand, were assigned by the local civil authorities a 
site, whicli they diilv occupied. This site was in proximil y to the Idgah, 
but did not impinge upon it in an\ way. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim); Does that satisfy 
the Honourable Member? 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: Sir, I should like t(^ place before the 
House .... 

Mr. President (The Honoumblc Abdur Rahirn): Ko, no. The 
Deferu'o Sei*i'('tarv says that the Idgah has not, as a inatter of fact, been 
oc*cupi(Ml. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: sir, unb*ss a commission of inquiry lias been 
ap])C)intc(l, bow can we say? Hero U u deh^ito otatemeui . .^vou* 

sible quarters, and this statement is: 

•‘Military allowed to violet sanctity of (d<jah, pitch tents inside and march' past 
round city, playing music before mosque while Muslims offering evening prayers.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): That is a very 
different matter. The motion only refers to the occupation of the Idgah. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: Were tents pitched or not within the precincts 
of the Idgah? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: No. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rnhim): The Government 
Member denies the correctness of the facts stated in the motion, and I 
have to accept the Government Member s statement unless there is any 
proof to the contrary. I, therefore, disallow the motion. 

Maulana Zafar All Khan: I should like to ask the Honourable tbe 
Defence Secretary whether in case of these allegations being true, any 
action would be taken? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: Most certainly. Sir. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The House will now^ 
resume consideration of the following motion moved by the Honourable 
Sir Jeremy liaisman; 

“That the Bill to alter the maximum rates of postage under the Indian Post Office- 
Act, 1898, to increase the rates of the taxes on income imposed by the Indian Finance 
Act, 1940, by a surcharge for the purposes of the Central Government, and to 
increase the rate of super-tax payable by companies, be taken into consideration.** 

Lieut,-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney (Nominated Non-Official); Mr. Presi¬ 
dent, Sir, when the House rose yesterday 1 was referring to the abundance 
of fine speciiinens of manhood in India who are thirsting to help England, 
but cannot do so as they cannot be adequately equij)ped. The Congress, in 
stating that it represents India which it certainly does not, says that the 
people are not with Government in this war, that we can, with our money, 
buy our soldiers to fight for u.s, and one Member, I believe it was Mr. 
Gadgil, castigated the Government for engaging wdiat he called hirelings, 
namely, the Gurkhas. Sir, such reflections are not only hurtful but 
insulting to at least tw’o great hgliting communities in India who have been 
singled out for castigation and clubbed as mercenary soldiers. I am sure 
the House joins me in dinging back ibis insult into the face of that Member 
who indulged in those tactics for the purpose of deceiving the world and 
particularly the enemy countries. They know what they and India owe 
to the gallantry of the Sikhs and the Gurkhas and it is very wrong to call 
them rruircenary soldiers. Why belittle the soldiers of your own country 
when one day, when you administer this country, you will have to use 
them in your own defence? These men are not mercenary soldiers. Sir, 
w’e know that niai'ii«J Imlia, call it Punjab India if \ou like, is whole¬ 
heartedly with the Government to support England m this war and this 
'' yo mercenarv help. But w’e w^ant th(‘ whole of India to be with us. 
and that) is w^hy 1 appeaka to tbo Congress in the earlier part of mv 
speech. 


Dr. P. N. Banerjea (Calcutta Suburbs: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
Hear, hear. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: I am so glad to hear my friend. Dr. 

Danerjea, say, ‘Hear, hear", and I do hope he will come with us into the 
lobby. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Yes, when the proper conditions come. 

Oidney: In this connection, Sir, 1 could not 
understand my Honourable friend whom I have sanctified in this House 
from Sardar to Guru bant S:ngh. He seemed rather unintelligible when in 
one breath he demanded the resiimation of the present Government at 
substitution by Indians. I have no doubt at all that this 

he asTsiWh “fj'ided Viceroy’s Council) in the next breath said 
diqpinLV as a community and in the interests of 

Srin^ ft tWs war. Now what on earth did 

Bentes:' "IS Sc the Government 

hear us" Holdinc then you will be able to 

with his Party. ^ ^ hope to see him in the "Yes” lobby 

(780) 
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Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab: Sikh): But this Government must go: 
they are unimaginative. 

Li6ut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: I quite agree with you, they are 
unimaginative. Today, I submit, Indians, in common with other countries 
in this world should have had a well-equipped and modern army. I will 
go as far as to say that we should have a modern army of about two 
millions. This we would have possessed had the Government, I mean, the 
predecessors of the present Government, I do not mean the present Govern¬ 
ment, shown the political sagacity and the foresight needed some years 
ago when Germany and Italy were arming themselves to the teeth, or even 
when war was started 15 months ago. Sir, I know that in the present 
Defence Department and we have had evidence of it today. We have our 
friend, Mr. Ogilvie, who is over-anxious that all parts of India should parti¬ 
cipate in the new defences of India, and it is idle for any oiu' community to 
complain that they are not allowed to take part in the armv. I know that 
Mr. Ogilvie is a man who is very alive to this ])iatler; he is more than 
prepared to satisfy the communal ne(‘ds of India. If there is one friend of 
India anxious to protect her defences, it is our friend who sits there re¬ 
presenting the army, the Defence Secretary, Mr. Ogilvie. and may I add, 
he is entirely excluded from any castigation or criticisms I have made on 
the predecessors of this Government. Had the Government erected our 
own factories, we could have equipped not only our own army bnt a greater 
part of the British army. And what is more, the situation in Egypt, in the 
Far East and in the Middle East would not have been so ])recarious as it is 
today. We would have made the Italians run, a pastime in which they 
seem to have specialised on battle fields. Instead, we Imve a loyal India 
bnt a powerless India playing a spectatorial ])art, on the waiting list, as it 
were, and not an active part* looking on while our comrades in England 
are being murdered in thousands by the brutal German Air force. T know 
the Government reply will ho: “We have to obey the Higher Command. 
We have no money and wliere are we to get it from? When we raise onr 
defence estimates, this House, particularly the opposite Benches, demand 
us to reduce it." But why don’t the Government demand from this 
House money to increase and improve our war defences? Let them try 
this for the Indian .\rmy and I am sure every Member of this House will 
support such a proposal. The day has come when India, in common with 
all other couniries, miist adequately defend herself, as we have our enemies 
too near our borders to remain powerless as we are today. T repeat. Sir, if 
we had our own steamers, our own Navy and onr own Air Force, there 
would have been no need for England to attenuate her already strained 
forces in England to prop up Egypt, Grnece and others in the Mid East or 
in the Ear East where we have had to suffer those indignities in the past 
from Japan. India would have done it and done it as well. I am not say¬ 
ing this, as I said just now, as an indictment on the present Government, 
but on those who preceded them and who showed a clear absence of poli¬ 
tical foresight and sagacity. T shall not prolong this agony for it affords 
me, an ultra loyalist, no pleasure. On the contrary, I look on the past 
shortcomings of the Government with pain and shame —pain on account of 
the unequal struggle England is today forced to fight in her homelands, 
and ah ant e because we have not been considered fit to join the forces till 
the time came when sheer necessity forced you to admit your errors. It 
is to pay for these unfortunate errors of the past that we are now called 
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upon to foot additional money for the long delayed defences of India. I 
sii.'ill willingly consent to this payinciit because it is essential for victory 
and for our protection. My second reason for indulging in this diatribe 
against the Government is not because “I told you so'\ as my friend, 
Mr. Asaf Ali, said, for I also have told the Government so. In the year 
1924, 1 go back longer than any Members in this House except my friend, 
Mr. Joshi, I told the Government not to ask India to pay for its Frontier 
defences, for it being an Imperial defence the expenditure on it should be 
shared by the Govc^rnment of Great Britain. In 1936 also 1938-39 and 
even in last Aj)ril T called upon the Government to improve our air and our 
naval forces. But Governmc'ut turned a deaf e.ar to these appeals. Even 
the Aeronautical Training Centre in Delhi has gone bankrupt for want of 
help from Government and I hear Government have bought it at a very 
cheap rate. I have criticised Government in the hope that it will never 
be repeated; that the Government will realise, if they trust India as they 
must, India will respond in a thousand-fold measure. I also hope that out 
of this chaos, this monsoonic fight against time, this defence against an 
emergent situation, this drain on our finances, a new order will be born, 
an order like the one which is being developed today in England, the uplift- 
ment of the underdog, when Peer and Commoner, sleeping under the shelt¬ 
ers of the bowels of the oartli, are being drawn nearer to each other and 
understanding each other better, and are together destroying those 
hidebound social compartments which have been the curse of England 
and which, with impunity, have been practised on the underdog in India 
and have all but ruined India and alienated much help and sympathy from 
the Government. 

Sir, I hope when the dark war clouds disappear and the trumpet call of 
victory is sounded, as assuredly it will be, we shall see that rainbow—a 
rainbow symbolic of the new order for India, a rainbow, if I may liken it to 
one of human pigment, the various shades of colour, which, ns they run in 
contiguity one with the other, from its ultra red to its ultra violet ends, 
each one representing the varying shades of colour of the different nations 
of Dominions forming the British Commonwealth of Nations, and as these 
colours are indivisible one from the other and are equally important to form 
the component whole, so do T hope that each Dominion of the British 
Commonwealth will be treated as co-equals and not with the brand of 
inferiority or feelings of mistrust which we have experienced for some time 
past. That is the new order I envisage and which I feel sure every one in 
th is Honourable House is keenly desirous of seeing as an illuminant, a 
meteor, guiding the future re-assembled and re-constructed India with all 
communities on an equality of .status and treatment, marching hand in hand 
to the promised land—that Nirvana, a brighter, a nobler and a happier 
India and forming, if possible, a more radiant jewel than she is today in the 
Crown of our beloved King who is both King and Emperor of that 
Commonwealth whom we are so desirous of serving. 

Before 1 sit down, Sir, I submit that as this war is likely to be a long 
one, and irrespective of what it costs us, India must at once be made an 
effective base. To do this we must be able to produce our own motor 
eugmes for all purposes, to build aircraft, to make our own cannons and 
anti-aircraft weapons, our tanks and last, but not least, to build our own 
ocean-going shi])s. These are absolute fundamentals and urgently neces¬ 
sary. Today there is only one country in the world which holds the key 
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to these requirements and that country is Britain. America is too occupied 
in her own defences to hel]) Tudia, while Australia, Canada and South 
Africa are manufacturing their own war needs and helping England. In 
the name of India and of this Honourable House, I respectfully call upon 
Crreat Britain still the imconquered nation of the world, to give immediate 
attention to this vital necessity and not to exy>end all her resources on fac¬ 
tories which in England arc built and working today only to be blown to 
smithereens tomorrow by the Berman air force. Some of her factories 
, must at once bo moved wholesale to India as models whore tliere is more 
sa (. y rorn bombs and where there is a large reserve of recruits and 
c eaper aboiir as also materials. This is possible today with the seas 
open to us. Tomorrow may be too late. 

Sir, may I, in all burnility, mak(5 an Inimble. a])])eal to my Muslim 
friends. My Honourable friend, Mr. Jinnab, tlie well-knovMT leader of the 
Muslim I^eague will still remember the telegram 1 sent to him a few 
months ago that T was with him In the last ditf h. I am still 
pre])are(l to be with him to the last ditch. But is In.' willt me to 

the last ditch? This is a serious occasion in tlie solemnity of which T find 
myself bankrupt in words with winch adequately to cx]a'('ss myself. The 
00 millions Muslims in the words of mv Honourable friend. Sir Syed Baza 
Ali, who have never refused to co-operate with the (ioverma''i\t are, as in 
the past, destined to play a great and abiding port in the destiny of India. 
Remember what is before us, Bemember the inq-ortant issue that is before 
this House today. The whole world is looking upon the result of today’s 
decision and remember what is expected from such an important and loyal 
group like the Muslim community today. You are called upon to execute 
by your vote a sacred duty. As one who is prepared to stand with you to 
the last ditch—I arn not going to teach yon what yonr duties are, I am 
incapable of doing it—I appeal to my Muslim friends to realise that sacred 
duty, a duty which can be fulfilled only by voting and not by remaining 
neutral. Sir, if it is their intemtion to remain neut»*al. \ shall regret such a 
decision. If so, my Honourable friend. ATr. Jinnah. will tell the House 
why the Muslim League prefers to remain neutral. T am not here to dis¬ 
cuss thfit, nor am I here to argue with him. He knows his own business 
But I appeal to him, the accredited leader of the Muslims, one of the most 
brilliant Muslims India has ever had, to realise that on their shoulders lie 
a great and serious duty and the whole world is looking to them either to 
support the Government or, by their neutrality to allow the Opposition to 
win. The Alnslims know who are against them. They also know that 
England has never forsaken the cause of Muslims. Thousands of Muslims 
are today fighting on the battlefield in Europe—they represent a great 
comimmity which has never non-co-operated with England and whose 
loyalty still remains unstained. They realise the motives underlying the 
forces that ar' opor.uuig today to defeat this Bill. It is no use saying 
that by not voting they will not help the opposite party or embarrass govern¬ 
ment. Yon Tncay throw the two parties, Congress and National Congress 
into one camp, })nt of what value will that be to you while it will be of 
serious import to government and I beg of my Honourable friends to exer¬ 
cise their vote, be it that side or this side, but please do not remain poli¬ 
tically impotent. I again beg of you to vote. I do not argue with you to 
cast your vote one way or the other. T^et history not say that the Aluslims 
did not today discharge their duty seriously, there is no need in my 
opinion to persuade such sensible and veteran legislators, there is no need 
to ask such a loyal body of Indians as the Muslim League. But in my 
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capacity as the leader of a minority community which has suffered at the 
hands of the Congress, I ask my Muslim friends to remember all these 
points, and put them in the balance and if they find they weigh against 
them, why not give their vote on the side which will go in their favour. 

Sir, let the Congress say what they like. A majority of them, I am 
sure, seriously do not believe what they say. They have no faith in their 
conviction. What they do and say is all at the bidding of • the High 
Command. I want the Government and the world, including enemy 
countries, to realise that India is whole-heartedly behind us, though we, 
like other parts of the world, htive our fifth columnists. 1 want Govern¬ 
ment to go right ahead and certify, if nectissary, and as fast as they can 
to go on with the defences of India. Why waste your time in granting 
commissions to examine whether one or two officers have received increased 
pay. This is not the time to listen to vvails, even from the mathematical 
expert of this House. This is the time for action. This is the time for 
quick movies. Otherwise as sure as night follows day, you will miss the 
bus. 

Sir, despite what the Congress says or wants, despite the result of to¬ 
day s voting, I say India is ready to do her best to fight the enemy wherever 
and whoever he may be. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member has already spoken for more than twenty minutes. He promised 
to take only ten minutes today. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Sir, I shall now conclude by adding; 
If England fails us and her Empire, and if the Government of India fails us 
in our pressing demands, she will do so at her own peril. Sir, I look for¬ 
ward to the day, I hope near at hand when the war is over and the roar of 
the bombs and cannon are heard no more and when the silence of peace and 
happiness replace what is today an inferno, yes, Sir, I look forward with 
confidence to that day, when England and her Commonwealth of Nations 
will, in victory, together raise their voices and sing ‘God save our Gracious 
King' and ‘Rule Brittania’. Call her ‘Imperialists' or anything you like— 
still she will even be our Mother country, England to whom, speaking for 
my own community, we must and we shall ever be loyal and ready to 
serve. Sir, I support the Bill. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. l>esai (Bombay Northern Divisions: Non-Muham- 
12 Noon Rural): Sir, it is for good reasons that after an absence 

of some 18 months, I stand before this House in order to be able 
to express our view as to the issue which has now been raised by means of 
this Bill, small in itself, but importing a very large controversy. Had it 
not been for the fact that it involves those issues, we would still have 
contimied, notwithstanding all comments, our attitude of protest with 
which we marked our abstention from the proceedings of this House ever 
since the month of August last year. 

It was on the radio. Sir, that for the first time we heard that a Finance 
Bill or a Supplementary Finance Bill had been introduced in this House 
and that its express purpose was to find at least a part of the money re¬ 
quired for what the Finance Member described as extra-war effort and extra¬ 
war expenditure. The issue, therefore, having been directly raised, it 
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became our bounden duty not only to be present here, but to do our best, 
and speak in the name of those whom we represent, not merely in thi& 
House or the other, but from the point of view of this question of India's 
duty of participation in this war effort. It is for that reason that imme¬ 
diately I heard on the radio the purpose arid object of the Bill, I thought 
it my duty to call all my colleagues here in order that, with their support, 
I may be able to state our case before this House, not merely within the 
narrow precincts of this place wlierc, it is said, privilege rules, but to the 
wider atmosphere and the wider audiences which now can be reached 
throughout the length and breadth of this world within less than a few 
minutes; and no Ordinances and no Criminal Law Amendment Act and no 
gagging of the press will prevent our voice reaching the ears of the people 
of this world. At all events we would have done a duty to conscience by 
explaining our attitude, not in a spirit of bare justification, but in a spirit 
of reason, whether it prevails or it does not do so. Tt is for that valid 
reason that I make no apology whatever for attending this House after 
such a long absence and putting the strain of coming post-liaste on many 
comrades who have come from far south and far north, and far east and 
far west, which alone will explain, if any doubt exists here, the representa¬ 
tive character of the pronouncement that we in our humility presume to 
make before this House for its acceptance. 

During the course of the debate that lias taken place, there have been 
pictures given of Heaven in Heaven and Heaven on earth, and appeals- 
have been made to hopes and fears and flatteries and cajolings, but there 
is no place for any of these. Each op.e must conceive it his duty, according 
to the best of his light and to pursue it in a spirit of interminable firmness. 

I arn not, therefore, saying that the view that we take is necessarily the 
right one, and, therefore, 1 will not, in the course of the remarks that 1 
propose to make, question the sincerity of any individual person as to the 
view that he holds. But a criticism and analysis of the ideas that go behind 
it or the motives that furnish it must not be mistaken for a criticism of 
any hotia fides. I say this for this reason that the apologists for the parti¬ 
cipation of India in the war have resorted to what you may call different 
types of personal criticism, to Congress criticism, to ministerial criticism,, 
and also to a possible hope for India in the future. It is a very wide range; 
at the same time, it is not my desire that beyond a reasonably limited time 
I propose to occupy the House. The fact remains, however, that the intro¬ 
duction of this measure, whatever may be the view of those who thought 
this an opportune time to produce it, was a most unwise thing to do. The 
first and foremost reason is that it was claimed, at all events until this 
issue was put forward directly, that India was participating in the war,— 
a declamation for the purpose of the consumption of the world. And if 
they wanted to keep up that illusion they might have been wiser if for a 
mere two crores of rupees they had not brought up this Bill for this express 
purpose. And it is still more unwise, having regard to the fact that by 
reason of events which have occurred, if not entirely, the very debate in 
the House of Commons on India’s contribution to the war effort has had 
to be wisely postponed. So long as they alone spoke, it was quite easy to 
represent to the world that India was with them in this war effort; but as 
soon as others were allowed to speak or to express their opinion, a different 
tale would have had to be heard. From, that point of view, I submit Sir 
that it was extremely unwise, except or unless it be that they believed that 
like other measures during the absence of the Congress, of which 
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Mr. Griffiths spoke, perhaps there would be a vote of the House and there 
would not be a word heard here except Hallelujas the best of which was 
exhibited only a f^jw moments ago. It was on that hope or in that belief 
probably that it was intended to test, as a thin end of the wedge, whether 
any propaganda value can be created by a measure of this character. It- is 
unfortunate from the point of view of the objective; it is fortunate from the 
point of view of those like me who have had at least an opportunity in this 
House to be able to say what, T believe sincerely, equally sincerely with 
others, India thijiks of this war. 

As soon as the war was declared, no doubt by reason of the constitu¬ 
tional right which the Governor General had, within a few hours of the 
declaration of the war in Kngland, it was stated by the Governor General 
that India was at war with Gennanv. Of course, no longer is Germany 
the onlv enemy, but that was the slate of affairs at the time the war 
was declared. AnH notwithstanding the fact that this right was exer¬ 
cised as a matter of right of a subject race and over a subject race by 
a dominant power, still in this House there are those who argue that this 
is not an imposed war. The only apology which Mr. Griffiths offered to 
this House was, in the language which he used, “What use would-it have 
b(‘cn had lb(‘ House* been consulted in the month of Septiunher?“ T'-'e 

Congress was absent from the House, and, therefore, in his language, 
the representative character of this Assembly did not exist. While trying 
to give an explanation, he yielded more than he intended to do. He first 
yielded wliat is perfectly right—that without the preseiu'e of the elected 
members or at all events a large number of elected members, the House 
was unrepresentative: and so it was; and it is said that that was a good 
excuse for not consulting India. It is perfectly right that constitutional 
privileges and rights exist; hut it is always the part of wisdom to exercise 
such rights discriminatingly, and this brings me to the reason why we 
have abstained from the proceedings of this House for the past year. 
Before we decided on this course, the Indo-British Pact was before this 
House. It was rejected by the vote of this House. A Bill was brought 
in with a view to give effect to what the British Government thought was 
the proper agreement to make in the name of India, despite the vote of 
India; and it passed through the usual stages of a rejected Bill and a 
recoinincnded Bill, and ultimately became law, merely by the exercise of 
that prerogative, apd we then felt—and I expressed it from this very 
place—^that if our only use in this House is, in so far as executive matters, 
external affairs and defence are concerned, that we are useful when we 
agree, and lhat we are useless when we disa:ree, ycni may have tlic 
powers, but that does not mean that they are always to bo exercised 
whenever you are defeated; and we felt then that apart from a few legis¬ 
lative measures which could not be certified, the British Government had 
adopted an attitude of implacable opposition to our using the powers 
which they possess, and that they wished to govern this country as if 
there was no other section in the Government of India Act except the 
wide irresponsible powers of executive which they possess. If that use 
was to be made of the constitution and if the vote of the House were 
to be a mockery, then we felt that after remaining for a sufficiently lung 
period here, we had, In so far as propaganda value was concerned, served 
our purpose. It was for that reason that we did not think it worth while 
to spend our time any longer here, and now we have come only, as I 
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said, because we feel that the issue raised is one on which we feel it 
our duty to express an opinion, the opinion of those whom we represent. 

On the declaration of the war by the Governor General in the name 
of India, a statement was made, so far as we were concerned, by the 
Working Committee of the Indian National Congress; and by that state¬ 
ment we have always stood; and it is not a statement in the name of 
any party, in the name of any side, in the name of any section. If the 
war is a war to defend the sfahift quo, the imperialist possessions and the 
colonies and vested interests and privilege, then India can have nothing 
to do with it. If, however, the issue is democracy and a world order 
based on democracy, then India is intensely interested in it: 

' The Committee are convinced that the interests of Indian democracy do not 
conflict with the interests of British democracy or of the world democracy. But there 
is an inherent and ineradicable conflict between democracy in India and elsewhere 
and Imperialism and Fascism. If Great Britain fights for the maintenance and 
extension of domocracy, (hen she must necessarily end imperialism in her own 
l»osso.ssions, establish full democracy in India and the Indian people must have th* 
right to self-determination.” 

We took up that position then, and having taken up that position by 
that position, we liave stood since. And we said further: 

‘‘The Working Committee, therefore, invite the British Government to declare it 
in unequivocal terms what their war aims are in regard to democracy and imperialism 
and the new order that is envisaged, and in particular how these aims are going to 
api»ly to India and to give effect to them at present.” 

Therefore, from the very time that the war was declared, imposed war 
as it was, v/e are still waiting to see the reaction to our statement .... 

An Honourable Member: What is the date of that? 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai: Tlio date of that is Ihe T2th Septem* 
her, 1939. So that, immediately on the issue being considered by these 
whom I have the honour to represent, we took up an intelligible—at least 
I hope it is intelligible—and a definite position as to the terms and cir- 
cumslaiiccs under which alone, even if tins was an imposed war, we 
shall make it our own. We began with the fact that it was an imposed 
war. No amount of argument can get rid of the fact that it was an im¬ 
posed war, for v^hatever poor apology might be offered for the declaration 
of war by Tlritain and for involving us in the declaration of war—and I do 
take note of the fact that after that it was followed by the dominions— 
the fact remains that Ireland is not at war and is neutral: the fact 
remains that by the skin of their teeth one of the parties in the South 
African Parliament succeeded in getting a vote against neutrality; so 
that it does not require any examination of the constitutional position 
of the statute of Westminster in order to see that in fact and in practice 
what is called the British Commonwealth of Nations, eliminating of course 
England herself, have elected of their own free will to join or not to join 
according to the dictates and the requirements of their own ])olieie8. 
While therefore this was an imposed war, which on the very ground thttt 
it is an imposed war we want to resist, we were still not unmindful of 
the fact that if this war was going to be. not in order that England may 
defend India as her property—if that is thb war, undoubtedly there is 
no man in this House who can get up—not even the European—and say, 
“Yes. this is yodr war: take part in it.*^ The position and problem 
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therefore, is extremely siinple. The problem is that unless it is made 
India’s war, it is impossible that you will get India’s support. By that 
position we stand today, as we stood on that day. 

Considerable discussion thereafter took place: declarations of policy 
were made from time to time; and it would occupy the time of the 
House too long if I took them all over the historial background, of which 
a few glimpses were given by the Honourable Mr. James. But ne asked 
at the end of it all “The Viceroy made you an offer, made India an offer 
—I take it. But you wanted them to part with power.” And he said 
in the last sentence, “What use was going to be made of that power?” 
Now, Sir, in so far as this political issue which I do not wish to dilate 
upon has been made one of the arguments during the course of this 
debate, 1 cannot possibly avoid it at the risk of being misunderstood. It 
is a curious commentary that the Members who spoke on behalf of the 
Government barely referred to it. It was reserved for the representatives 
of the defenders of England in India to raise the issue in a more definite 
way. True, one must not take notice of anything, as we are told. Why 
should you think of the past ill deeds, misdeeds or defaults,—and now 
you must fight. But says Mr. James,—that is perfectly true, you must 
fight. Therefore, it is not the British Government alone, but the re¬ 
presentatives of Britain in India get up and say: “Oh, you want power, 
you wont t^ bargain with us? This is not the time for bargain; you 
won’t get it.” If racial arrogance ever went any further, it was this, 
for it was not the Government that was speaking. It was the represen¬ 
tatives of Britain in India who said: “Oh, we want to retain power, and 
you be our instruments in fighting the war”—an extraordinary bargain 
of which T make a present to those friends. He says: “We retain the 
power and you as our instruments light the war.” If that is the bargain, 
I reject it off hand in every manner possible. What is the good of telling 
us that this is our war except by fear rnongering, to which T shall come 
in a few moments, or by painting a picture of heaven on earth,—that 
some day it will come true. Neither of those arguments has any value 
in view of the past experience in Indian history. It is not a matter of 
comment. I am not reflecting on anybody’s honn fides; but, after all, 
man would not be a man; man would not be a wise man if he did not 
profit by experience. In the last war India gave her wholehearted 
support, including Mahatma Gandhi, including myself. I went about 
lecturing with mv friend, Sir Thomas Strangman. A million and half 
men, seven hundred million pounds were provided, and at the end of 
the war, we know what happened. And yet, the same phrases were 
used as are used today, the same hopes of maintaining the freedom, of 
bringing it back, the freedom of small races or subject races; the same 
abuse, deserved or undeserved, of the Huns, and yet they hugged each 
other at the Treaty of the Versailles. These abuses do not deceive 
anybody. This wild thing ceases to be wild as soon as you make peace 
when it suits your interests. Therefore, it is a very poor argument indeed 
to tell us that this is a war of civilization against darkness. If civiliza- 
tion means India’s perpetual subjection, it is not civilization to me, and 
if it IS not civilization to me, it is enough for me to say: “It is you and 
your civilization, you defend it”, because your civilization means— “Yes 
you raise up a picture in poetry of good things either from scriptures or 
from poetry or from philosophy. Having got that picture you drew the 
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trick, which is usually known as a missionary’s or juggler’s trick. The 
missionary generally raises a picture of heaven making you believe he 
has given it to you by the mere fact that he has raised a picture, whereas 
a juggler gets up and says. “Here is all earth, now you see a mango tree, 
you see a mango, why don’t you eat it.“ Excuse me, this method of 
approach or even quoting the Bhagavat Gita, which you do not under¬ 
stand, will not be of any avail. 1 thought suffering chastened the heart. 

At least that according to the Book of God. But suffering has mostly 
made you more astute and less likely to give in. If power is not given 
to me, you may be quite certain that not merely shall we not assist, 
because it is not given, but because you must realise that without power 
you cannot implement your responsibilities. What you want is, you retain 
the power, you become the hewer of wood, and 1 drive the bullock and sit 
on the cart. Those days, it must be remembered, are now gone. The 
position, therefore, is, we want to make it quite plain to this House and 
to the world that it is sheer hypocrisy to say you praise democracy. Who 
objects to it? Of course, I yield to none in my ])raise of democracy. 
But whose democracy? Your democracy, my democracy or the joint 
democracy. If it is your democracy and my subjection, then it is a 
hypocritical phrase. If, on the other hand, it is a joint democracy, we 
are always willing as equal allies to fight this war. as the very statement 
made within a week of the declaration of the war shows that there has 
never been any backsliding on the part of India, but at the same lime 
you cannot make a cat’s paw of India time after time, time after time. 

A time must arrive when they must realise that w(‘ can only fight if it is 
a fight for your freedom as well as mine. But if you think that the Sikhs 
who defended the battle of Marne last time are also going to do the 
same thing at your bid, you may purchase them. Yo\i may think it is 
a very hard world which says they are mercenary, but that is the only 
way in which one can describe them. Either a man tights voluntarily 
for his own country or freedom, or he fights for somebody else’s freedom, 
at least with my money. Now, what is the dictionary meaning of a man 
who fights for somebody else except mercenary? You may put up righte¬ 
ous indignations and everything else, but the description is quite apt 
and right. Unless every Indian thinks he is defending his own r*ountry, 
his own freedom, the only alternative is he is fighting as mercenary. 
It is not a phrase, it is a fact. These are not phrases, d'hese are facts. 
What you want is phrases; what you want is principles. No amount of 
declamation, no amount of getting eloquent over them, no amount of 
quotations will get rid of the fact that declamation cannot possibly take 
the place of action, and unless the British policy, or as we invited them 
so to do on the 12th August last year was to be reversed, we must 
remain where we are, and they must do their best to fight. 

Then, it is said: “Oh, but this is a purely political argument; it is 
wong to bargain at a time of stress like this. How can we ever make, 
in the language of Mr. Aniery, such a radical change in the constitution 
of a country during the course of the war?” You can argue so long as 
you can afford to argue. That is my value of phrases of this kind"^. I 
need hardly remind the House, for these are historic events which will 
go down, that when stress comes, you not only can change a constitu¬ 
tion, but you do something which was never even dreamt of, share with 
another country yourself all your possessions and your liberty. That is 
the offer, as Mr. Cliurchill said, with which he went to France three days 
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before she collapsed. If that could be done, the change of constitution 
in India could not be done. Indeed it could not be done, because it was 
not intended to be done. 

And now let us deal with the question that has been raised as to the 
effect: “Oh, but forget the misdeeds of the past, trust the future, and 
why argue about it; we are in difficulties, all of us, or both of us, and 
what will happen to you if we are defeated.*' That is the fear argument, 
as I call it. 

Now, I want the House to analyse briefly the elementary ideas under¬ 
lying this fear argument. The question is, is India’s war effort, to which 
you now invite us—if it exists it does not matter because there is nothing 
to invite us to,—if in addition to war effort, India’s moral co-operation 
has any value, the question is, has it any effective value? Is it going 
to make- all the difference, according to our estimate today, between 
Britain’s success and Britain’s defeat. If it has that determinative value, 
has it ever occurred to those in Britain or to my friends who represent 
them here, that it has al] that value, what would you not give us to 
take it? If it is going to turn the balance, as I said, what would you 
not give to take it? Supposing a people, one-lifth of the human race,— 
and in the language of the Honourable the Finance Member: “When the 
war began, India’s main assets were an enormous supply of man power 
and an abundance of raw materials.” If it is going really to turn the 
scale of the war, supposing India for a moment were an independent 
country—you have wooed nuiny small countries with no resources and 
with very doubtful credentials—and supposing India w^ere a free country 
‘and came and made this offer of an alliance to you and said: “We 
believe it is a war for democracy. We love freedom, you love freedom. 
Let us join hands and light”, svould any statesman in England, however 
diehard he may have been, have dared to consider or waited to consider, 
much less rejected such an offer? In other words, you reject an offer 
by India merely because India says: “We can only offer an allisince as 
a free country.” The crux of the matter is there. No. What vou want 
to do is, in the language which we used at the commencement of the war 
that tliis is still a war to fight for the status quo so far as India is con¬ 
cerned—if it is going to be status quo so far as India is concerned, we do 
not wish to rely on any promises whatever. Promises may be very bona 
fide given, and yet we have the experience that they are not kept. It 
is for that reason that after long waiting, after long discussion, after 
many consultations, at least the Congress put forward an offer of joining 
in the war effort even on a lesser basis in so far as the immediate issue 
was concerned, and we said, if you form a national Government in the 
Centre and put upon them the responsibility for the purpose of India’s 
defence and sia-h further action as may be needed in so far as the pro¬ 
tection of democracy is concerned, India was prepared to co-operate. 
Many of niy friends have mi.staken this as if it was a Congress demand in 
the sense that it was for the benefit of the Congress that the deniand 
w^as made. No doubt, it was a statement on behalf of the Congress but 
T trust it is recognised and realised that what was demanded was a 
national Government and the phrase which came out was not a phrase 
unknown to the Secretary of State himself.. In. fact, a few days before 
the demand was made, at all events, the proposition was formulated, Mr. 
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Amery, in a generous mood, of course, trying to (Jescribe his e^opded 
or intended expanded Executive Copnoil said: “We want ip Ind^O » 
National Government”—and these are his very words—“like the one we 
have in England”. Ah right, that is precisely what we want. Do you 
nioan it? Or you call an apple something else, you call a stone an 
apple, and say: “Why don't you take it? We have offered it to you.” 
If Mr. Amery meant what he said, that is precisely what we asked, and 
there should have been no difficulty in doing so. It is not a democratic 
majority in Government that we asked. We did not say: “Eliminate 
the figureheads and that will leave us 103 or 103, and then we will form 
a Government out of them which has a majority.” We never said such 
a thing. That might have been the Congress demand, that might have 
been a question of Congress Government, but we said: “What we 
mean, all we demand is a National Government like the Government you 
have in your own country. It will reflect every single representative of 
this country, for, after all, if, under the Constitution of 1935, elections 
have any meaning, it certainly is this, that there is not a single man or 
woman who has a right to vote, who is not represented by one or other 
of my Honourable friends in this House, apart from the nominated offi 
cialfi and nominated non-offleials.” So that what we demanded was a 
very simple, easily flexible, workable surrangement. We wanted no 
revolutionary’ change during the course of the war. What we wanted was 
a test: “It is within your power to bring about that national effort 
which you desire for the purpose of India’s participation in the war.“ 
What was the result is known to everybody. And, now, apart from the 
Congress, apart from those who spoke, every single individual represent¬ 
ing public opinion has realised that what Britain wants is that we should 
lend our name, we should lend our moral support, we should place all 
our material resources and that we should be their instruments in carrying 
on this war and popularising them; in other words, that we should work 
for our masters. That demand I am quite certain will not be met and 
cannot be met. Then, it is said: “Well, never mind that. Power is not 
to be given, but the fear theory still remains.” As to fear theory, if our 
assistance is decisive, it is up to you to make any sacrifice if you call 
it sacrifice. It is very easy for a man to say : “Oh, I have responsibili¬ 
ties created by myself by the conquest of this country.” *Well, you 
have those responsibilities, but you also shed those responsibilities if 
you care to.’ But if the keeping of the responsibilities means: “Oh, 
yes. I have got your house, but you are not yet agreed when the house 
is given back to you. ns to which one will be occupied by one brother 
or sister or anybody else, and, therefore, I prefer to keep the house.” 
That is the argument as the man in the street understands it. The man 
in the street is not clever, is not astute, but he is shrewd enough to 
understand what that offer actually translated means. The offer actually^ 
translated means this: “We do not wish to give it, we want to make 
a camouflage to give it, and if you are taken in, w’ell and good, and if 
you are not, we shall carry on.” Well, you carry on, you carry on at 
your peril. No doubt, you may carry on at my cost against my will, 
but at least T will not sell my soul, I will ‘not sell my mii\d, and I will 
not sell my country. Tliose are the things that I will not do. For you, 
you may say, you may flatter yourself, as indeed one of the speeches 
showed, that “India is with us.” All right, if India is with you, why say 
anything else? But I will read to you what those in England think 
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whether India is with you. This is what the Daily Herald says as regards 
the wav in which India is with you. That is the message that the Daily 
Herald gave at London on November the 7th. It is talking of the 
failure of the Governor General to invite the co-operation of the Indian 
people. At the end it says: 

“All discussion of India’s contribution to the war is overshadowed by the break¬ 
down of the Viceroy’s negotiations with the Congress. Members of Paliament must 
make it plain to Government that Parliament and the people want a new effort, made, 
if necessary by new methods, to reach an agreement. Their message to the statesmen 
of both sides should be : try yet again to build the bridge across the gulf which 
to the delight of our enemies lies darkly between you.’’ 

That is the appreciation of British statesmen and British journalists 
and anything against it is of little value, because if they did not realise 
its reality and its gravity, they would not have given the warning which 
they have done even at this last hour and as for my friend the Leader of 
the House, it is not for me to compliment him, for indeed he needs none 
He is all courtesy. His speech was well documented, well docketted, as 
indeed it was bound to be, with his usual industry and skill. What did he 
do. He says: “I will tell you where T aizree with you. Tf you want to 
tell the truth, I agree with you. If you want self-government, I agree 
with you” and he calls it the background of an agreement. If it were not 
for him that was speaking, it would be very difficult to believe tliat such 
an argument would pass muster. I agree with you in everything that 
you want and having agreed with you so far, now you must not want any¬ 
thing more. T agree with you in everything. I will give you chapter, 
quotations, Bible, everything else included and what more do you want. 
He says: “You are a very greedy person, Mr. Desai and now you must 
walk into my parlour and assist me.” That is the argument, broadly, 
baldy and correctly analysed. We cannot fall into such a snare. Of course 
he was there to defend a lost cause and why should he not do it to the 


best of his ability. T have every admiration for that but at the same time, 

I wish to present to those ^vho do and can understand what is the net 
result of that argument. He then gave six principles and they were 
Iiastily written dowm, as if merely stating them were the same thing as 
putting them into force. He said: “You want self-government. Yes, 1 
agree.” It was a distribution of self-governm.ent sweets in this House. 
He ought to have known better and the country knows better. Merely 
saying that you agree with all I want is not the same thing as giving me 
all I want. The next thing he said was: “Don’t remember the mis¬ 
deeds of the [)ast. As a good man you should forget it. There is only 
good man on one side and bad as I am, let me have what' I have.” That 
is the next argument that was used in the course of a lucid speech but the 
^argument was as fallacious and fictitious as it wa.s lucid. That was the 
'‘background. It is the biggest wrong committed for all time. It can be 


learnt from any book purchased in a bookshop. That is the background 
and th(‘ foreground. Then when you come to the actual ground, he says 
lyjthing doing . That is the speech that he delivered and then he 
said : Oli, but India is assisting. What about the young men w ho are 

^listing and who are anxious to be enlisted wdienever we put up a i^otice.” 
He says: “If thev are Congressmen, there is nothing more to say. If they 
are not Congressnicu, thev are against you, India is against you.” That 
18 the dilemma he put forward. Have you heard such a specious argument 
before because a fmv men come and apply for jobs, therefore India is 
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;assistin" him in the war as a ])articipant and a willing and equal partici¬ 
pant. It is only he who can dare to put forward such an argument but the 
position there is quite simple. 

My friend, the Commerce Member, said: “Oh, the Corporation of 
Madras rejected the proposal for a fund by two votes”, and that Mr. 
Satyanjurti did this, that, and so on.” I have no desire to go into any 
personal acrimony of any kind. 'He says that the Madras Mail came out 
with aTi a 2 :)peal and collected much money. Shall I say aiid present to 
him and to the Government that it represents the tinsel patriots created by 
the Madras Government. Their parentage is enough to show where they 
stand. It is pi'rfectly useless to tell me that an Anglo-Indian newspaper 
put out some sort of appeal. He says, to that ai)peal there was some res- 
])onse, and that was India’s answer to the call for conirihutions. It is the 
argument of a clever journalist, and if he were one, he v\'oiild certainly be 
employed as the Minister of Information and Propaganda. But, as a 
Commen'e Menih(n-, surely he ought to have shown a better sense of 
humour than that, because he certainly ought to have seen that it is no 
use telling me that Mr. James contributed a pound, if he did. It is 
extraordinary how for want of argument in a lost cause you should be 
driven to this. Don’t do it. As you said, I am serving a master but are 
yroii serving any less. Is that a fair argument? You say : “You have got 
a master. You have an organisation and a High Conmiand and every¬ 
thing else". When you say that, do you mean to tell me that you don’t 
do it. Do you mean to tell me that there should be as many opinions as 
there are men for any effort, for any cause. Do you mean to tell me that 
if the Comnnmder-in-Chief in England said that the army in Egypt should 
march one way, all the soldiers should individually resolve as to which way 
they arc to march. You must distinguish between masters and masters. 
A self chosen organisation is one proposition. A well paid service is an¬ 
other proposition. Therefore we should not have entered into tliat kind of 
argument, tt is wrong to do so. I appeal to him. Let us by all means 
serve a cause for the time being which you are called upon to do but do 
not let us come down to the level of an argument which does not respect 
eitlicr of us. I want you to respect yourself and I expect, as a courtesy. 
that you respect me. That is the position of the true protoganists of the 
Govc'rnment and nothing more and however specious their speeches mav 
be, tliew cannot deceive the country. 

Then, I come next to another argument ad hominem, which is justified 
up to a point. Quotations were given without giving names, keeping it 
•as a sort of surprise. I have seen Giis sort of thing at Port Said where a man 
covers something witli a })iece of cloth and slowly brings ont a chicken 
Wc w(U'e treated to a large number of quotations, thus rousing the curio¬ 
sity of tile House as to where they came from. Ultimately we were told 
it was from Satyamurfi, from ]\funshi, from somebody else, and, of course, 
on top of all that, there was Mahatma Gandhi’s statement; but perhaps 
my Honourable friend is aware, that he had the sympathy which he 
expressed on the very first interview he gave the next day after the 
declaratioy of war. Nobody has gone back upon it. If you mean that 
sympathy can be evoked merely by appealing to sentiment, wnthout your 
doing anything on your part, then I think it is a grave miatalte but not only 
that. I go further. I wi^ to give you a quotation so that you may 
ainderstand. There is no inconsistency in politics if you fiDd that your 

O 2 
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very best appeal or your very modest demand does not meet with a res¬ 
ponse. What is the good of making long quotations. Things said when 
the war was first declared were rightly said. There is no inconsistency m 
saying thiit you will not do what you pretend you want to do. You say 
you are fighting for democracy. All right. Prove it. Here is India wait-^ 
ing for democracy to be established in this country, and at that time I 
tell you ‘Yes. I think it is a just w^ar.” Have I, in giving credit to you 
for honesty, made a mistake? It is an extraordinai^ way of quoting? 
things! A man talks to me. I tell him, “yes, T believe you; I think 
this time at all events you will be right, but I ask you to say that you 
should make that declaration and you also should implement it now' as an 
earnest”—because now, without an earnest, there is no bargaining, Mr. 
James. No, it is not'a contract, in which he says: “I promise, promise, pro¬ 
mise'’ and ultimately the promise is never fulfilled. No. It will only be either 
a real bargain or nothing—no illusions, no delusions, no promises in 
which there should be any grievances”—so that we honestly believe. And 
are we to be blamed for giving you the credit that you meant it too? Wo 
gave you the credit for what you meant and I think you meant it. Dis¬ 
cussions took place for months past and in the end we realized that yon 
did not mean what was said—that you were only fighting for maintaining 
what you described as the status quo^ for maintaining the subjection of 
India and the colonies and of all vested interests and privileges. We said : 
“destroy these and w'e are with you”. Maintain these and you cannot 
expect us to fight for you—so that supposing they say: “it is a good' 
^bing to fight in this war”, is it an offence, do you say that we should have 
distrusted you at the very time, that we were foolish in not believing that 
you were cheating us even then? Why should you put any such blame 
upon us? We thought you were going to do it. We thought you meant 
it and we gave you credit for it and we said, “good things”—and of course 
you do not do it. The respect for Mahatma Gandhi, after all, does not 
disappear because he disagrees with you. Of course you may or may not 
agree with him, but I hope you will have to maintain that respect for him. 
This is what he said on February the 17th, 1940, in the Harijan after 
making every effort to see that this war for democracy is applied and 
implemented in this country, and he said this: 

“The Builders of the British Indian Empire have patiently built its four pillars— 
the European Interests, the Army, the Princes and the Communal Divisions” 

and, after going over the whole of the arguments and all the declara¬ 
tions which were made by the Viceroy and everybody else and including 
the subsequent statement (in the Lords) by Lord Zetland, he said this: 

“If it is fairly correct, the issues are quite clear. Between the two the Nationalist 
and the Imperialist—^there is no meeting ground.” 

Sir, you may be proud to call yourselves “Imperialists”, so you are, 
to hold in bondage a race of men fully one-fifth of the human population. 
Indeed it is an object of pride but don’t you make a mistake about it. 
That is our quarrel with you. Imperialism must necessarily involve—of 
course you try to find another phrase, the “commonwealth of nations”, 
but as I have always said, that means that, “your wealth is yours and 
mine is yours too” So far as I was concerned, Imperialism has always 
meant—I learnt a little bit of it and taught it too—that necessarily, in 
structure of imperialism, there will be different components, there wiU |:>© 
inferior sections whose resources are at your disposal^—and" it is that wKiob 
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ive wish to destroy; and therefore although you Cal] yoiflrselves by an¬ 
other name, you won’t change your facts. Either we have a common 
freedom to fight for, or we have no common freedom to fight for. So 
Mahatma Gandhi says: 

“The more the nationaliste try to deal with them as if they were problems for 
which they were responsible, the firmer must they become.” 

Then follow words which I think should appeal to every man who 
believes in any vision, in any sincerity, in any moral uplift or moral effort: 

“I cannot conscientiously pray for the success of British arms if it means a further 
lease of life to India's subjection to foreign domination, I write this last sentenc# 
with a heavy heart.” 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Leader of the 
House): On a point of explanation, Sir, the bulk of those quotations were 
from speeches made during May, June and July of 1940—more than three 
months after this declaration. 

Mr Bhulabhai J. Desai: I do not know that that is an explanation but I 
will leave it at that if my friend wants it. I will tell him this that even 
after these—I will explain the matter in a few moments, T do not uish 
to take longer than 1 intend, some of the quotations were undoubtedly 
afterwards and it took a lot of time to go through them but I will give 
the substance and the answer too. Even after writing this sentence, he 
did not believe that it was his part at all events not to embarrass the 
British Government in its efforts without of course co-operating in it, 
because the first act of non-co-operation was the resignation of the Con¬ 
gress ministries; on that there was no hesitation, w’e did not wish to take 
any part in it, we did not wish to be responsible for it, and we did cot 
wish to be mere instruments. 

Then, it is true that even after tins disappointment knowing that there 
was no question of co-operation left, still he did not wish to embarrass the 
Government, and at the time when these statements were used and they 
undoubtedly hold good today, you may believe it or not, it is hi^ desire 
not to embarrass, but, as he put it, and as 1 am here today to endorse it 
before this House, a desire not to embarrass must not end in self-extinc- 
tion. You cannot exploit my desire not to emban’ass you to the extent 
of my suppressing myself altogether. I cannot be a willing instrument, 
because 1 do not wish to embarrass you. In fact the true case is that 
you embarrass yourselves by not meeting the other side in the manner in 
which you ought to reasonably and honestly and if you really mean it, 
sincerely mean it. Therefore, you cannot use the other man’s goodness 
as a cloak for other people’s hypocricy. Being a pacifist, of course, he 
never loses faith in human nature. It is a failing of a man of faith that 
he continues to have faith. But that failing must have limits in its 
application to human life and politics. That is how. this statement came 
to be made. Sir, .we have been twitted on the question of non-violence 
and ^11 the rest of it; I think it is all permissible in a game of argument, 
but I can only deal with the more salient parts of' the argument and leave 
the rest to be analysed by the affguers themselves. It was said, ‘‘Oh, you 
are non-violent fellows.” Well, I think they have all forgotten that in 
every organisation in the world, including England, the numbers must he 
large in evei^ country,—^ere is Lansbury, Maicton, hundreds of others, 
there inust b^ heaps of men who are pacifists and in every organisation 
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there are pacifists who have conscientious grounds for opposing the war,, 
so there are others again who on political grounds, amongst us for example^, 
who think that this war cannot, having regard to the attitude of Britain^ 
be anythii^ else but imperialism. That is the ground on which they 
oppose the war. There are others who believe that you can shed imperial¬ 
ism during the war ])ecause “shedding imperialism” only means, “giving 
up the power’’—and Mr. James is unwilling to give a new name, because' 
tliat is the part which he arrogates to himself. 

The successor of Thomas Roe might have talked a little less and in a. 
more humble way. But they do not do it because of the British 

1- privileges and the British interests. But that is quite wrong. 

I wish to assure him that they can still play the game if they intend to dcs 
it. And, therefore, there are those of us who say: “Yes, we have the* 
responsibility, but can we ever go and enthuse the people of India and say 
that this is our war and therefore we must ask our sons to go and die 
and the last pie that we have we should give?” How can you enthuse 
any people by saying that a Leader in a certain Assembly told me that this- 
is his conviction that it is our war, and therefore you must give every help. 
Have you ever heard such a thing? Can you ever create national enthu¬ 
siasm by these means? National enthusiasm can only be created by acta 
and not by promises. Therefore, the bulk of us say: “Yes, if National 
Government is formed, we shall undertake the national responsibility.” It 
does not require any argument to prove this statement. But my friend, the* 
Britisher, argues as if I was asking merely for the National Government and’ 
giving nothing in return. I was undertaking the responsibility which you 
wanted to put upon me. If you, therefore, feel that it is your war and you 
can still carry it on by exploiting the Indian people and the young persons 
who are looking for commissions, then I make a present of that war contri¬ 
bution to you, because I am an humble, helpless individual who cannot stop 
it, according to you. But inasmuch as it is our duty to persuade our 
people as to where we stand, you and I must confess the truth. You and 
I cannot merely be asked to depend on vague promises and wait for their 
fulfilnieiit when new conditions may arise. 1 do not wish to take the 
thing to its logical conclusion. What will happen to us if Germany comes?' 
Those who argue this give small thought to what they say. They have not 
realised that if they are defeated and Germany comes, they are defeated 
too. In that case, they will have to look after themselves instead of looking 
after me. They say: “What will happen to you if Britain is defeated?” 
T ask: “What will happen to you if you are defeated?^' 

That is one of those arguments which has always puzzled me. The Times 
of India stated it some 14 months ago without understanding it. If you 
are defeated, then you are defeated and then your liberties are gone and 
along with them mine too. Therefore, let us not argue things in that 
strain. It is a wrong appeal to fair politics; it is entirely erroneous and is 
entirely uncalled for. Say that it is our common war if you can dare say 
so. Say: ‘ * It is your war as much as mine because your liberty as much aa 
mine are m jeopardy.” We have a very good Indian proverb. I ask my 
children to manipulate the grindstone and the Poles, the Czechs and the 
Greeks are going to get the flour. That is not the lesson which my grand¬ 
mother taught me. My friend went over the whole geography and 
mentioned so many countries. He also said: “After all. we went to 
Munich and surrendered.” I have no objection to it. It was practical 
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politics for England. She was not prepared to fight. It is not for me to 
say whether she should fight or not just as it is not for me to say when and 
how they will make peace. If I am a participant in the war for something 
which belongs to me, then it is all right. What happened at the end of the 
last war? In the League of Nations, which was a still-born child and which 
has now fortunately ceased to exist for all practical purposes, India was- 
asked to sign the Treaty of peace. But as soon as they reached London, a 
declaration was made saying that the Treaty was not to apply as between 
the independent power and the subject Dominions. They immediately 
realised that we were signatories to the Covenant of the League of Nations 
and we could then have carried on our questions between us and England. 
But they said: “Don’t you make that mistake? This is a Covenant 
between independent nations and you are a subject nation.” 

Sir, we have realised everything that has been done in the name of form 
and false system, and, therefore, we were vigilant when this war was 
declared. We also realise now that if India is to be compelled to make a 
war effort, in other words, if her manpower and resources are to be ex¬ 
ploited, then care will be taken, in the words of Sir Henry Gidney, that 
the markets in India would still be preserved for the British products. Our 
industry must be so organised that the present disorganised industry of 
England, having now been thrown over to munitions, when it comes back 
to its original condition and has to make a living will still have to make 
goods to be sold here. It does not matter as to who sits in the seat of 
power. The policies are governed by those who still want to make India a 
cat’s-paw and exploit it. And so long as that continues, no amount of 
peroration, no amount of poetry, appeals and fl.attery are going to help you. 
This is certain. You may say that the people in England are going to assist 
us. I do not know in what form they are going to assist me but I am pre¬ 
pared to accept it. But if you go and tell the world that the Indian people 
and their representatives are with you, then you are wrong. You are not 
stating the truth and you are not entitled to make that declaration. As I 
said, it is a case in which fear won’t do; it is a case in which even flattery 
won’t do. I have told you already and I would like to repeat it if I may 
that it is no use telling me that if Britain were defeated, what will happen 
to us because the hypothesis itself answers it. It is you who are defeated. 
Of course, I have remained defeated all the time. Therefore, it is no use 
telling me what will happen to me. God will look after us. Let us, there¬ 
fore, realise the things in a more careful manner. Very often I am told: 
“Why don’t you realise the realities of things?” If by that you mean the 
poignant reality of my continued subjection, then I am fullv conscious of 
that reality and I make a present of that reality to my friends who ask me 
to look at it. It is too real, it is too painful, it is too poignant, it has gone 
on too long and I am not prepared to look at it. My desire is not, as I 
said, to enter into a personal argument. But those who ask us to look at 
realities and say that India is not ready and she cannot defend herself, do 
they seriously ask me to believe that these two crores of rupees are seriously 
intended for the purpose of aiding the war effort of Britain? Do you seri¬ 
ously tell me that? Britain is spending 14 crores of rupees a day. 

An Honourable Member: Eleven crores. 

Mr. Bbulabhai J. Desai: That is what they say. If you like, let it be 
11 crores or even 9 crores, but if you calculate it properly, it is really 14 
crores. My arithmetic is generally correct. When they are spending 14 
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crores a day, do yon mean to tell me that these two crores of rupees during; 
four months are going to aid to the war effort? Certainly not. This is an 
absolute camouflage. It is merely intended for world propaganda in order 
to 6ay that India is also assisting in war effort. It is intended for nothing 
else. England could give two crores. My friends could put up two crores. 
They have got many crores and they are all mine. Why don't 
they put up these 12 crores if you want them for the war 
effort ? In that case, there will he no Finance Bill and there 
will be no trouble. But the truth is that this money has nothing to do with 
the war effort. T am one of those who understand propaganda a little. 1 
read the papers and hear the Radio every day. Even a 50 rupee or a 600 
rupee donation is to be heard on the British Radio. Why, the reality is 
not so much the actual money, but there is grim reality for us. You make 
a poor country poorer, and that is not playing the game. If you can spend 
14 crores a day, surely you can spend two crores more. That is nearly one- 
seventh of the expenditure. [ fully appreciate why it is you want’ these 
two crores. It is only raised in the hope that it will serve as a sort of 
propaganda tl^t so far as the Indian people are concerned, they are with us 
m tue war Of course, we are helpless and unprotected, I fulfy realise that 
we ^ beconie protected in a few weeks or a few months. It is no 
use telling me what will happen then. It is not my desire to take very 
long time of the House. I will only say this, that whatever my friends 
’k''® fact remains that Egj-plian Parliament has sat, th^e King’s 
speech has been read and nothing further has been heard. There was a 
question raised about the declaration of war by Egypt. Four Ministers 

fdeaT £v hhTf'* “r** since.^^The Prime MiulSer 

n,if f ^ his soul rest 111 peace, why or where or how, I do not know 

that Ttirlfr Egypt has not declared war. The fact remains 

r£"iiSir”"‘9 

Bill. ^ ® as instruments. I oppose the 


The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock. 


hkps the sixth day; Snd dSnt th! Ih P^r- 

y, ana during the course of this debate various poiflfs of 
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view for and against the Finance Bill have been lucidly brought out by 
rspeakers from different sides. Yesterday my Honourable friend, Sir 
Cowasji Jehang^r, introduced his speech with a remark that it was very 
difficult to follow a brilliant speaker like Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan. 

I think he will agree that rny task is still more difficult than the one which 
fell to his lot. The speech that was made by the Leader of the Opposition, 
which wc have listened to with rapt attention, was an extraordinary per¬ 
formance, and it is rather difficult for a man of my mentality to make any 
effective contribution to the debate after such a brilliant performance. 
However, [ have to do my duty. One thing which I want to bring out at 
the outset is this. T am going to put forth a point of view which I believe 
the House will be pleased to give careful attention to. It is said that when 
the Leader of the Opposition gets up he has a definite point of view and 
he has, therefore, to stand as an advocate for ihat point of view and place 
his view before the other Members of the House; and while the Leader of 
the House stands up he is also equally accused, and rightly accused, of 
standing up to a particular point of view which he has to defend, whether 
he likes it or not. T stand here in a different ])osition and my position 
is this, that there are men who may not be wedded to this point of view 
or that point of view, but there is also a commonsense point of view from 
which things can be looked at and correct conclusions can be arrived at. 
It is from that point of view that T want to approach this question; and 
let me say at the outset that having carefully considered the whole situation 
purely from the point of view of the man in the street, if it is possible for 
such a man to take a detached view as far as pos.sible, I came to the con¬ 
clusion that there is no go for me but to record my vote against this 
Finance Bill. 

Sir, in the first place I belong to a Party which for the last six years 
that it has been in existence in this House has always opposed the Finance 
Bill. It has taken its stand as regards all money Bills and Finance Bills 
on one important ground. Apart from the merits of a particular Bill it has 
challenged the right of Government to come with a taxation measure before 
this House so long as the executive is not made responsible to this House. 
That has been the stand taken by my Party all along. Honourable Mem¬ 
bers may be very well aware that it was not only with regard to Finance 
Bills but aren other Bills like Income-tax Bills which are intended to levy 
taxation that I took my stand and many of the Members of my Party 8to(^ 
behind me on that ground. So, I first want to say that in the present Bill 
also the position is this. Government have come before this House with a 
demand for certain crores of rupees required for the additional expenditure 
to be incurred for the purposes of the war. They have to incur a good deal 
of expenditure but they only want to make by way of taxation a provision 
of six crores only by means of this Bill. This money which they want to 
raise is ostensibly for the purpose of spending for defence purposes. But 
have we as a matter of fact got any control over the money that will be 
spent? It is well-known to those Members of the House who are aware of 
thd prbeedure and thfe law that governs us that defence expenditure formerly 
used to appear in the demands for grants somewhere. It had some place, 
at Jeast nominally, in order to enable Members to raise a discussion directly 
over defence questions in this House; but only a year after the new Govern¬ 
ment of tndia Act came into existence those who are in power thought it 
to eliminate the demand for defence altogether and compelled this 
iftouse to raise a discussion over it by moving a cut in the demand for the 
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Executive Council. Defence expenditure is regarded as expenditure 
charged on the revenues and not expenditure to be met out of the levenues. 
An artificial distinction is made in the aovernment of India Act as 
expenditure,—expenditure charged on the revenues covered by section oa*A 
or something like that is not put up for the consideration or vote o us 
House at all. They are to be incurred and met by His Excellency the 
Governor General and it is only expenditure which is to be met out of reve-^ 
nues that is to be considered by this House and for which demands for 
grants are placed before this House. As regards demands which the 
Governor General, not the Governor General in Council, and the Crown 
Representative holds in his sole discretion, he is not to consult this House. 
If that is the position, as it is undoubtedly the position under the Govern¬ 
ment of India Act to which very loyally the Government of India adheres 
and sticks and does not want to make a departure from even by way of any 
convention whatsoever, I want to know with what face they can ask us to* 
pay any money for an expenditure of this kind. 

What is this Bill going to do? This Bill asks us to contribute six crores. 
of rupees. For these six crores of rupees, I ask my Honourable friend, 
why does he not place a supplementary demand for grant for our consider¬ 
ation? He will reply that it is not necessary for him to do it, and that 
would be an easy reply because he can spend money on defence purposes 
without taking us into his confidence in any form at all. And I am sure 
he is not going to bring up a supplementary demand for grant at all before 
this House. That being his attitude and the attitude of Government as a 
whole, T think this House will be justified in telling Government that if they 
can incur this expenditure without the consent of this House or without 
taking the House into their confidence, they can assume the sole responsibi¬ 
lity for raising the necessary money for this expenditure. There is nothing 
wrong about it. The war even may be a justifiable war,—I liave to say 
nothing about that. But if +his House has to give any money for the 
prosecution of this war. Government must be prepared to make the neces¬ 
sary modifications in the Government of India Act, either by way of 
conventions or by way of alterations, to enable this House to have a com¬ 
plete view and picture of the expenditure and a right to give their vote on 
that expenditure in that particular form. ^ 

In this connection I also want to bring to your notice, Sir, one point 
which constitutionally appears to me to be of some importance. That 
point is this. It is under section 67A of the Government of India Act, 
which says: 

“The estimated annual «>xpenditure and revenue of the Governor General in Council 
shall be laid in the form of a statement before both Chambers of the Indian legisla- 
lature in each year. 

The proposals of the Governor General in Council for the appropriation of revenue 
or moneys relating to the following heads of expenditure shall not be aubmitted 
to the vote of the Legislative Assembly, nor shall they be open to discussion by 
either Chamber at the time when the annual statement is under consideration unless 
the Governor General otherwise directs 

Then comes the list of items which are not to be put to the vote or open 
to discussion; and this list includes, as I have just stated, the expenditure 
for defence also. But that is a provision made for. the purpose of making 
any demands at the time of the Annual Statement. If, during th^ course 
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of the year, extra expenditure on those items is to be made by the Govern¬ 
ment and they want to get more money from the people, there is no provi¬ 
sion here, in niy opinion, prtiventing them from placing those demands 
before this House for consideration. It may be said that the provisions in.. 
regard to supplementary demands hud down in Legislative Rule No. 50,' 
are to this effect: 

“An estimate shall be preseiitiMl to the Assembly for a supplementary or additional, 
grant when— 

(1) the amount voted in the Budget of a grant is found to be iusufficient for 
the purposes of the current year, or . . . 

Provided that when funds to meet proposed expenditure on a new service can. 
be made available by re-appropriation a demand for the grant of a token 
sum may l)o submitted to the vote of the Assembly. 

(3) Supplementary or additional estimates shall be dealt with in the same way 
by the Assembly as if they were demands for grants,” 

Probably they would like to take shelter under this sub-clause {3); but 
in my opinion this only refers to the question of procedure; it does not 
refer "to the question of ptitting them in the form of grants for voting at alL 
In the Government of India Act of 1935, under section 37, there is a special 
provision which lays down that the rules which prevent certain kinds of 
expenditure to be placed for the vote of the House will also apply to* 
supplementary grants, but that section is not one of those w'hich is extended 
during the transition period at all. Therefore, you have to rely only upon 
this legislative rule, and there is no other corresponding section in the old 
Act excepting this little sub-clause (3) of rule 50. I submit, that whenever 
they have to ask for additional expenditure even for purposes of those sub¬ 
jects which are otherwise excluded from discussion and vote during the 
course of the year and not in the form of an annual statement, then they 
cannot avoid placing them for the vote of this House: otherwise they mustr 
wait till the end of the year and take advantage of that section and bring’ 
in the form of an annual statement, to avoid the discussion or vote of this- 
House. But if they come during the year I think I am right in insisting 
that not only should a Finance Bill be brought, but the demands for grants, 
in which the money raised is going to he spent for certain purposes, ought 
to be brought before the House, and if they do not do that, in my opinion, 
they are not observing the ])rocedure laid down here strictly. The prohi¬ 
bition extends only to the demands for grants made in the course of tho 
annual statement. Even in that case the Governor General has the discre¬ 
tion to direct that any expenditure of that class may be put to the House in 
the form of a demand for grant, but for the purposes of any other statement 
they make during the course of the year in the form of a supplementary 
demand those excepted items cannot be avoided from the operation of being 
discussed here and being voted upon here. That is what I understand to 
be the state of the law as it is. As it was perhaps found unsatisfactory, 
the new Government of India Act has provided a clear section that those- 
clauses which relate to the expenditure on those items will also extend in 
the case of supplementary grants: that is the specific section; but there is 
no corresponding section in the old Act; and this legislative rule in my 
opinion does not go so far as to include that case. However, that is a point 
which I want to bring to your notice. Whqt I mean is this: that it is 
necessary for the Government to take this House into confidence in tho 
matter of expenditure which is to be incurred out of the revenues raised by 
this Bill. It may be said that there are certain statements made in the* 
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Finance Member’s speech but that is not asking the House to vote on it. 
it is only giving an indication as to how Government intend to spend the 
money later on; but if they want it they ought to have come, in my opinion, 
with a supplementary demand for grant, which they did not do; and that 
is another reason why I think that I should not like to vote for this. 

Then there is another point which I would like to urge. It was rightly 
stated by some friends that so far as the present declaration of war is con¬ 
cerned, the House was not taken into confidence at all. India was involved 
in this war and war was declared for India, probably not by the Government 
of India but, automatically, by the fact that it was declared by England 
against Germany. Whether the Government of India or the Governor 
General was consulted or not is a matter with which I am not concerned; 
but one fact is certain, that this House, at least, was not taken into confi¬ 
dence. In this connection I want to bring to the notice of the House a 
very important point which I believe the House will consider very care¬ 
fully. The w^orld war, in which if India is involved, will require one thing, 
via., that the war will have to be fought by the Indian Army and Indian 
troops, and it cannot be fought outside the borders of India unless troops 
are sent out of India. The Government of India will have to take troops 
out of India to fight the war if India is involved in the war on account of 
this declaration. Now, the Government of India, in a moment of sanity, 
committed themselves to one decision, and that decision is this, that when¬ 
ever they will have to send an expeditionary force out of India, they have 
made a statement to the effect on the floor of this House to which I shall 
presently invite your attention, that they will consult this House before 
taking that step. That was the statement made by the Defence Secretary 
on the 3rd September, 1935, in this House, in connection with an adjourn¬ 
ment motion which, I believe, w%aa moved by my Honourable friend. Pandit 
Nilakantha Das, This is the statement: 

“After what the Foreign Secretary said this morning, I think T can explain the 
whole position of Government in a very few sentences.” 

“It is perfectly true, that over year ago, speaking in this House on the Indian 
Navy Bill, I said that with the approval of the Seertitary of State for India, I was 
authorised to announced that ...” 

I would have read even the statement of Lord Zetland on this point, 
but 1 think this will suffice for the present.” 

“It is the intention of the Government to consult the Indian Legislature, so far as 
possible, whenever any question arises of lending the Indian Navy to the Admiralty 
for operations other than in the defence of India.” 

Later on “that undertaking applies by implication equally to the 
Indian Army as well as the Indian Navy.” 

Now, Sir, one thing is quite certain, that if the war is to be fought 
beyond the borders of India, and India is expected to take an active part 
in it, Indian troops will have to be sent out. There is a commitment here 
that Indian troops will not be sent out of India for the defence of the 
Empire, out of this country, without this House being consulted as far 
as possible. I say that every time the Indian troops are sent out, even 
in the present war, every time they are sent outside the limits of India, 
the Government are committing a breach of faith. Have they ever taken 
' consult this House ? Or is it at all possible for them to consult 

this House every time before sending out troops outside India when the 
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war ia actually going on? In order to avoid this anomaly, the best tMng 
for the Government to do was to consult this House, to consult the 
Members of this House, to consult the different Parties of this House, 
before declaring the war, or before any declaration of war was made. If 
the Government hud got our consent in the first instance, before the dec¬ 
laration of war, then all the steps which they would have taken as 
result of the declaration of war for the active prosecution of the war would 
have been regarded as steps taken with our full consent. That consent 
would have been implied, but in the absence of any such consent of 
the Members of this House to the declaration of war, it is clearly a 
breach of faith, on the part of the Government, unless they can prove 
that the war is meant for the defence of India. This is the crucial point, 
—that is to say, the troops cannot be sent out unless this House is 
consulted each time. That is the anomalous position in w'hich they find 
themselves today. 

Sir, while I am on this subject, I should like to make a reference to > 
the extension of the borders or the frontiers of India for purposes of 
defence. It is well-known that a Committee presided over by Lord Chatfield 
some time before made its Iteport. That Report of course is a sealed 
book to us,—but some statement regarding financial arrangements based 
on the recommendations of that Report was once made on the floor of 
this House. That Report contained, it is said, a very important state¬ 
ment to the effect that for the purposes of strategic defences of Indisk, 
^he Indian borders can extend up to Suez in the West and Singapore in 
the East. We have extended now as far as that. Sir, if Lord Chatfield 
and his Committee are called upon to write a Report today, probably they 
might extend the strategical borders of India to Gibralter In the West . . . 

An Honourable Member: To Dover. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: My friend says Dover itself.—and to the shores of 
Japan probably, in the East, and at this rate I do not know how far beyond 
they will extend. This is an extension made for the sake of employing 
Indian troops, possibly at India’s cost, for defending these strategic 
positions, without which not only India cannot be defended, but even the 
Empire cannot be defended. The very extension of India’s borders to 
Singapore on one side and to Suez on the other means, to my mind, 
nothing but involving India in any war that may be waged for the sake 
of preserving the British Empire, against the aggressors who may be 
equally good or bad, but this is what this extension means. In fact, that 
Report has as its basis the central idea how to utilise and exploit the 
Indian Army and Indian resources for the purpose of defending this 
Empire in case any trouble arises in the near future. And the trouble 
that was apprehended has really come into existence now. 

Now, with regard to the extension of the borders of India, T want to 
point out one thing. When you extend the borders of my country, is 
it not necessary to obtain a formal consent of this House, because India 
will not any longer be limited by the old geographical boundaries, namely, 
the Himalayas on the North and Cape Comorin in the South or the 
tribal areas in the North-West and Burma on the East. India has 
expanded, it has grown fat,—that is what I am told. We become fat 
or lean or thin or thick, according to the prescriptions of certain doctors, 
or may I say quacks, at Whitehall. We become like that. If an^ 
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fimportant addition or extension to India’s territorial existence is madei 
..it was very necessary that the Keport on the subject should have been 
formally placed before this House for its consideration. An important 
jdocument like that was never placed before us; we are never taken into 
.confidence at all. Meantime, I may say another thing. While they were 
Hhinking of extending the borders of India beyond Suez on the one side, 
.and Singapore on the other, at the same time in the interests of some 
persons,—I do not know who they are,—they were also thinking of taking 
away certain parts of India and treating them as no longer parts of 
India. Burma was taken away on the East side and Aden was taken 
away in the West. Today we are supposed to defend Suez without Aden 
being a part of India, and defend Singapore without Burma being a part 
of British India. In whose interest are these curtailments and exten¬ 
sions made, may I know? Are they in the interest of the people of India 
or in the interest of the people of Burma? Are they being made in the 
interest of the Indian nation at ah? 


An Honourable Member: They are making it geographically. 


Mr. M. S. Aney: In the interest of geography; British geography. 
Now that kind of thing that is going on indicate'S, to my mind, that 
.certain things are being planned with an ulterior purpose, and that pur¬ 
pose is being kept entirely away from us, and about which no formal 
.or informal discussion takes place in this House, because Reports of 
important Committees are never placed before the House. Under these 
.circumstances, it is really difficult to say that the war that is now being 
w'aged is waged in the interest of the defence of India itself, that lb is 
being waged for the sake of India iteslf, and if a case to that effect is 
not made ont, tlien (rovt.u’inruuit must land themselves in a terrible posi¬ 
tion. Tliat means they are taking up a most imeonstituiional, illegal, 
or in a way untenable position, in-as-much as they are sending out 
Indian troops out of British India without the consent or concurrence 
of this House. That illegality is being perpetrated every day. Goveni- 
ment may have the power to dis})ense with all the constitutional proce¬ 
dure, they may issue Ordinances and (^tlier laws, hut under the law as 
it stands- at present, they cannot get over the position easily and send 
out troops oiiiside India without the consent of this House. At least as 
a matter of ordinary commonsense, or prudence, they should have consult¬ 
ed this House, and having failed to do so, T feel they committed one of 
the greatest blunders of their life. 


/iaTriiiian Khan, 


Now, my Honourable friend. Sir Muhammad 
Tieader of the House, who is undoubtedly a very brilliant speaker, a very 
able Leader. T listened most attenliveK and carefullv to one of his best 
spoechos in the House when ho spoke tin- other dav.—gave a, number of 
quotatimis from statements made by some of my Congress friends both 
outside and inside flu* House—every quotation was rightly npT>lauded 
and puncinatetl wilb loud cheers by those Renclies,—and l' felt a eood 
deal of uneasii.esK ,„y mind, not because T was loathe to appreoiate 
the debalin? skill of mv friend. l,ut T tboncrht that bis aldlitJes wore 
being used t^o set a petty debating adyanta^e or to score a debating po^t 
here, and that he em.ld have bettor utilised bis knowledgeTor ^ S 
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Saigher purpose in advising the Governor General to take a more states¬ 
manlike view in regard to the declaration of the war itself. If there is 
any intelligence in the Intelligence Department of the Government of 
India,—I know there is an Intelligence Department,—but I do not know 
whether at has sufficient intelligence at all,—if there is any intelligent 
Intelligence Department in the Government of India, they should have 
dmown in time what the reactions were in India immediately after the 
declaration of the war. At first, from the statements made by Ministers 
in England soon after the declaration of the war, people here thought 
that there was something nobler and some better ideal for which England 
was fighting. My friend, the Leader of the Opposition,—I would have 
liked him to be the Leader of the House,—in fact he would have become 
so had he consented to do something a few months ago,—my friend, the 
Leader of the Opposition pointed out that there are severe reactions in 
this country, and if you liad taken time by the forelock, if you had exer¬ 
cised a little prudence, you would have avoided the present position in 
this country. But it seems to me that the Governor General either 
•does not want to take anybody into his confidence about these matters 
Or he is singularly lacking in good advisers. Thev could have seen that 
that w'as a time when India was being governed hy ])Opular ministries in 
11 provinces, seven of which were controlled by my Congress friends and 
at least two of which were more or less in the control of mv Honourable 
friend, Mr. Jinnah, or the Muslim liCague.—I would not like to use 
personalities, let me say, of the Muslim League. The majority of the 
Members belong to the Muslim League if 1 mistake not. 'and tlie re¬ 
maining two, more or less, would have followed the same course, either 
this w’^ay or that way. Tlie first thing that the Government of India 
should have doTio immediately after the war W’as declared was to have 
sent for the Premiers of the Provinces—they were autonomous Provinces, 
it was loudly proclaimed that they were autonomous Provinces, I am sure 
so long as the federal stnudiire has not come into existence there was 
nothing to control them in the Central Government except the theoreti¬ 
cal control of the Governor General. They were autonomous Provinces. 
Any war effort that would have to he inade or was bound to be made in 
the provinces would have to he made with their co-operation and with 
their sympathy. Otlu>rwisc, their efforts would have failed. This much 
the Governmemt of India and their advisers c(^uld have easilv Icnown or 
seen if they had a little imagination in them. With that situation in the 
country, with tlic' gcmeral tendency to appreciate what was then declared 
as war aiius -dcmocraey Is at stake, the liberties of smaller nations are 
at stake, so on and so forth-—wit.h that knowledge the Government 
could have easily thought of convening a conference of the Premiers of 
the various provinces and asking them also, if nceessary, to take with 
them the leading mef]ibers of the Working Committees of the two or 
three organisations whicli would have been more or less connected with 
them, thev should have sat at an informal conference and come to a 
certain plan and then declared war in the n.ame of India, and the position 
todav would liave been entirely different from what is the misfortune* of 
my Honourable friend, the Leader of the House, or the Government of 
India to see. That golden opportunity was lost. They did not think of 
doing anything of the kind. They napped and only woke up to find that 
it was rather too late. I am reminded of a Pouranic story in this con¬ 
nection. It was stated that a certain number of devotees wanted to go 
and have a dotshan of God Vishnu in Vaikunth. They managed to find 



^12 


LKaiSLAJlVJC ASSSMBLY 


[ 19 th Nov. 1940 


{Mr. M. S. Aney.] 

a passage to go up, in some balloon or some aeroplane they might h^y^* 
got up in those days. They got there and they found that the doors 
were closed. But there were two watchmen of the Gods. Among the 
Gods also there is a hierarchy, some are watchmen, some are sweepers, 
and so on. 

Mt, M. A. Jlnnah (Bombay City: Muhammadan Urban): They do 
not believe in democracy I 

Mr. M. S. Aney: No. It is one absolute monarchy in which every 
religion believes. Those watchmen—I am using this profane 

3 p.M. word, I pray God will forgive me for the use of this term, 
because there is no better term that can be used—those watchmen told 
them, “You have come here. The doors are closed. They will be 
opened early in the morning after sunrise.” They said to themselves 
that the morning might come sooner or later, and so they thought of remain- 
ing awake the whole night. The result was that by the time it was 
morning the cool breeze of the heavenly garden was gently blowing 
which lulled them into sleep. They had a little map and just 
at that time the doors were opened, they were kept open for some 
time, but they were asleep. And when the doors were again closed, 
there was a little jarring noise by the moving of the hinges and this 
woke up the devotees from their sleep. They found the doors closed,, 
and asked the watchmen when the doors would be opened. “How long 
are we to wait?” “You will have to wait another day", and a heavenly day 
means a good many hundred years of a man’s life. (Interruption by 
Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad). You can make calculations. You deal in 
infinities. I find that it is the same case with the Ten Virgins. In that 
parable it is stated, “Well, they reached there and they were told, 
‘Thou art too late.' Thou const enter now’ . The story of the Govern¬ 
ment was something of this nature. When they wanted to consult 
the Indian public opinion there was already a good deal of suspicion 
arising about their aims. There were statements, the generosity of which 
first appealed to the imagination of the people—because, after all, the 
Indians are more imaginative than material, and, therefore, their first im¬ 
pulse was to respond to the generous statements that were made. Later on 
they cooled down and gradually thought that there was more noise and 
less substance in the words that were being uttered all round. In this 
state of things the Government were trying to consult and carry on nego¬ 
tiations. (Interruption.) The position was this. We now know what 
the state of the negotiations is. I think that the Government of India 
have really lost a very good opportunity of reconciling Indian public 
opinion and they could have been successful in doing so had they taken 
the proper step, the right step at the proper time. Unfortunately, they 
did not take it, and today the result is that there is a strong feeling in 
the country, at least in very important sections of Indian public life, to 
oppose,—if not to oppose, at least not to support the war operations. 
That is the position in which you find yourself reduced. It is duo to 
lack of imagination, lack of statesmanship, lack of taking initiative at 
the proper time, lack of will to do anything substantial in the interests 
of the people of this country. 

Having said that about the so-called intention of the Government and 
^ tSrke the people into their confidence at the time of the 
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declaration of the war, I may also say a word about what my Honourable 
friend, SHr liamaswami Mudaliar, has stated. I am sure Sir Bamaswami 
Mudaliar is too intelligent not to understand what the position of the 
Dominions is at present in the matter of declaration of war and peace. 
But in the course of his zeal to support the cause (Interruption). . . . 
you can characterise it as you like—he went on to say that even in the 
Dominions it was only a formal affair and so on. I can only bring to 
his notice a passage—I have not got the quotation here with me now, but 
I will give the substance of it. Those who have read the papers during 
the last two or three days might have seen it—Dr. Earriedale Keith the 
other day wrote an article in some newspaper which is quoted in some 
of the morning papers. He pointed to the example of Ireland—he calls 
it Eire. He stated: 


“Under the existing system they can remain neutial and vve ree iiow neutrality 
constitutes a severe danger and a menace to Kngland at a time when the war is 
going on. Profiting by that experience, when the new constitution for India will 
have to be made, take care that you insert a clause by which tliev will not be able 
to declare neutrality when war will be declared by the British Government.” 

By implication—why, by implication, it is a clear statement coming 
from the highest authority on constitutional law that exists now in 
England, that the Dominions have got the right either to go in for war 
or not to go in for war. I do not know whether they have got the power 
to join Germany or not, that I cannot say. But this much at least is 
perfectly clear that they are not bound to join the war if they like. Now, 
Sir, with those rights already conceded to the Dominions under the 
constitution and those very rights denied to India, India really feels that a 
very invidious distinction is being made in her case. It is perfeefcly true 
that constitutionally the Government of India have no obligation whatso¬ 
ever to consult this House or consult Indian public opinion on the matter 
of the declaration of war. Even the Government of India is not required 
to be consulted by the British Government but the Government of India, 
representing the people of India^ m the absence of a responsible legislature 
here, must itself plead for the people of India and should have told the 
British Government: “If you really want us to work enthusiastically 
and energetically for the sake of mobilising Indian opinion in favour of 
this war, then it is necessary that all these petty and invidious distinc¬ 
tions which exist under the constitution should by convention at least 
disappear”. That is a step in the right direction and that bold step 
should have been taken by the Government of India and they should 
have told His Majesty’s Government: ‘I do not think I can declare war 
immediately within a few hours. I think it is meet for me to take into 
confidence Indian public opinion and the various ministers who are 
running the administration under the Act passed by you and on whose 
co-operation you have been loud in your praises till yesterday'. They 
could have taken that stand. That one little step would have been 
construed as a generous gesture. It would have reconciled public opinion 
to a certain extent and probably the demand which you now consider 
extravagant may not have come forth and matters might have been 
settled and reconciled on very moderate terms, if I may use that com¬ 
mercial phrase. 

An Hanonrable Member: Cheaper terms. 


D 
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Mr. M. S. Auey: My friend with his expert knowledge in the iirt of 
bargaining has supplied tlie proper phrase. But that opportunity was 
jmUsed. After all is said and done, what is the situation now? The war 
iias come. We have to fight it. The enemies are knocking at the gata* 
-—^somewhere near Suez or Alexandria or somewhere there. That is said 
«to bo our frontier. What are we to do? At this time, my friend, the 
l^eader of the House, says: ‘Well, Mr. Aney, you are a reasonable map- 
It always pays to be a reasonable fellow. T^iis is a time of war and 

you must vote for this Bill. After all, the money will be spent, even if 

you don’t vote it. Why then don’t you take the credit for voting it?’' 

i want to tell him one thing. Even as a war measure, I cannot vote for 

•It. I realise the difficult po.sition in which we find ourselves. I realise 
‘tbse danger w'ith which we are faced. I realise all that. In spite of it, 

the protest that we have been making all these years against such 

measures as this has had a meaning about it and if there is any time when 
that meaning ought to be brought home more forcibly and pointedly to 
the authorities and the powders that be, the war time is the proper time 
for us to do so. The meaning is this. You are ruling a discontented 
India. You are ruling an India which refuses to he under perpetual 

bondage or in a perpetual state of slavery. It claims a right to be as 

free as you are. That is ibcir attitude even w'hile you are engaged in 

war. That is a matter which must be borne in mind and for that 

reason, although it is a war measure, I cannot give up the attitude 
which T have been taking since I entered this House as a member of 
the Swaraj Party. From those days to this day, I have taken one 

attitude as regards the Finance Bill. I say: ‘No, we are not satisfied 

with the constitution. You must do something. You must make your 
executive responsible to this House and restore confidence among the 
people of India’. You must bear that in mind so that when the pressure 
of this public opinion will be brought to bear upon you, you will know 
what to do at the proper time. If matters fortunately end satisfac¬ 
torily for you and for us both, then you will remember that there is a 
point which has got to be tackled and which you cannot afford to neglect. 
It is the existing state of things which has created a tremendous diffi¬ 
culty for you to get the necessary co-operation of the people of this 
country. Unless that difficulty is realised by you now, in a time of 
difficulty, I do not think there is any hope of this question ever being 
satisfactorily solved by you at all in times of ease. All the inconvenient 
points which one has to go through in times of difficulty are forgotten. 
iPase has got a softening tendency, to whitewash all that was wrong and 
all that was inconvenient. 


Mr. Bhulabhai J, Desai: They say “Forget our misdeeds”. 


Mr. M. S. Aney: For these reasons, we are justified in recording our 
vote against the Bill even though you say that this expenditure is 
intended for War purposes and it is hot an ordinary Finance Bill. 

that, I want to say one or two words about my own 
attitude towards the war operations themselves. I hava stated here 
that my attitude to this Bill is ini ended to assert the constitutional right 
of the people of India. I have stated putsi^i^. we mre in 
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the iiiidbt of war and, therefore, the nation must make an. effort to 
prepare itself for our defence. I feel, I may be wrong, my friends on 
the Congress Benches may not agree with me, that the Indian people have 
got to prepare themselves fr^r the defence of India in co-operation with 
tne present Government, whether they like it or not. All I desire to 
say is that I can not ask people not to co-operate with the Government 
in this war. It is a mistake. That is however, a matter which stands 
on a dil'fere.nl footing. Tlie constitutional position is this with re^^ard to 
the vote given in this House. By means of the vote recorded in this 
House. 1 want to protest in the name of the millions of electors in the 
constituencies which have sent us here. They are anxious that they want 
to record as tlioir considered opinion by means of the vote of their re¬ 
presentatives that they are not satisfied with the existing constitution, 
and they are reluctant to sanction any money for the sake of expendiure 
for this war. The efforts outside stand on a different footing and about 
that I do not want to make a long speech. I only want to say this. 

I am not, unfortunatelv, a whole-hearted believer in that extreme form 

non-violence which one has to subscribe to before one can join the 
army of Satyagrahis. Well, with all my respect for Mahatma Gandhi 
that great man who has launched the struggle and whose efforts have 
•created a new India, I have to inform him that so long as I cannot 
conscientiously subscribe to those terms I feel myself unable to do my 
humble duty in the struggle in which he is engaged. 

I>r. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Division: 
Muhammadan Rural): Do I understand it correctly, that you are a 
lifth column man of the Congress inside the House and a fifth column 
anan of the League outside the House? 

Mr. M. S. Aney: I am going to say something about the League also. 

An Honourable Member: He said it in joke. 

Mr. M* S. Aney: It does not mean that I am going to say any thing 
disparaging. T may be any columnist. My point is this. It is a matter 
of great pain to me, on account of my long association with that great 
man whose blessings I have enjoyed all these years and whose blessings 
have undoubtedly contributed to whatever little status I may 

have in the public life of this country, that I have to dis¬ 

agree with him this time, I am conscious of all that. It is 
with a great deal of anguish and pain that I feel that I am 
unable to subscribe to his present policy and to all that he has 
laid down that a true Salyagrahi should do. I am unable to do it at 
present, as I can not properly even understand it. If one day light 
dawns on me and T see it is right, T mav bo able to do it. Today T caunot 
conscientiously do it. T onlv hope with sn’eat diffidence, that the attempt 
he is making may with the blessings of God end well. Otherwise it is 
likely to create a situation wlii^-h it is verv difficult to contemplate with 
equanimity. It is fraught with dangerous potentialities for the future 
of India. That is the situntion in which we find ourselves, but T am not 
here to expostulate at length on that aspect, that is not my business here; 
1 flim only concerned with the Bill before the House and I have given 
my reasons, particularly for the attitude that I have adopted today. I 

D 2 
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ask my friends who have listened to me with patience that if they find 
that there is any grain of good reason in the arguments advanced, they 
should carefully consider the whole position and fearlessly record their 
vote with me; if not, they should vote as they dee.ni proper. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Mr. Deputy President, 1 rise to take part in thia 
debate not without a certain amount of sorrow,—and this is a moment 
which I think we all realize is a grave moment. Sir, we have heard, 
various speeches in the course of the last six days. There, have been 
essays, sermons, lectures,—hietorical, moral and religious. I am an ordi-^ 
nary mortal, and 1 am not going to enter into all those eruditions and 
disquisitions that have taken place in this House. Sir, let us confine^ 
ourselves to our path, the humdrum path of politics and of a Legislature. 

Now, as I visualize and surv'^v the entire situation, it can be divided 
into three parts. The first part is the past, the next is the present, and 
the next is the future. Now, Sir, dealing with the past, is any good 
purpose going to be served by our indulging in bitter charges and accusa¬ 
tions and controversies over the past ? Is this the moment for us to 
accuse each other, to abuse each other, and say, “these are your wicked 
deeds”, and the other side says, “these are your follies?” * Is that going' 
to serve any good purpose? It only adds more to the bitterness; it only 
makes a problem which is so fraught with complexities and ditfieulties more 
difl&cult and goes further and further away from a point where a solution 
may be found. I am not going, therefore, to indulge in the past. We 
know it, we understand it. Now, it has been said—I may state it very 
shortly—the first and the foremost erround was that the Government of 
India did not consult us with regard to the despatch of troops abroad. 
Of course, we know the somew'hat peculiar convention that has been 
established. We are informed—if you call that consultation, it is in¬ 
formal no doubt, we are told that His Majesty’s Government had decided 
to send troops abroad to such and such a place. If you call that “con¬ 
sultation”, you may do so, I am not complaining at present. We aro 
told that that was enough for us to say to the Government, “we are- 

not going to have anything to do with it”. Sir, that is a thing of the- 

past, we cannot alter it now.t Are we goinsr now at this moment to sit 
down and say that we are going to overhaul, recast, the entire Constitu¬ 
tion of this country—and mind you, this is a very important factor, the 
Constitution of the country? We were told that we were not consulecT 
about the declaration of war. Well, there has been a lot of constitu¬ 
tional and legal controversy. I am not going to say, “this side is right”" 

or “that side is wrong*^; but surely, we all know, I think my Honourable 
friend, Sir Eamaswami Mudaliar, knows perfectly well, that the position 
of the Government of India is totally different from the position of the- 
dominions of the Westminster variety—totally. Why pretend, and why 
let Mr. Griffiths say—as he did, I think it was a very unwise remark 
indeed when he said that the moment the Congress Party was not here, 
the House ceased to be a representative one. Well, do you realize what 
you are saying, viz., that then the rest does not count? What did you 
mean? 

Mr.'P. J. Griffiths (Assam: European): I meant that a part cannoir 
represent the whole. 
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1&. IK. A. Jinnah: Of course not, if a large portion goes out, but 
t;hat is obvious. But is that a justification for saying that the Govern- 
jnent, therefore, did not think it advisable to consult this House? Why 
xiot? That is not the reason, Sir. The reason is that the Government of 
India have got no power; that is the real reason, and this House has got no 
power to say. We will not declare India as a belligerent". We have not 
•got the power. However bad it may be, however much we may resent it, 
it is a fact, a constitutional, legal ;ind physical fact that, India is in the 
possession of Great Britain and a dependency. You cannot get away 
from it. Can you contend for a single moment that this Govemmet here 
liave got the power, and even His Excellency tlie Viceroy, the representa¬ 
tive of the Crown, has he got the power to consult this Legislature, and, 
still better, abide by the decision with regard to the declaration of war? 
Then, why pretend? Why pretend this? We know you cannot do it, 
and there is an end of it. War has been declared. Very well. Well, 
now, as I say, I do not want to discuss the pa^t history, 1 do not want 
to discuss past deeds; I know war was declared, and whether India liked 
it or whether India did not like it, whether India is willing or unwilling, 
India is in it,—and that is a fact. Now, I ask the Honourable Members 
of this House that that i.s what we are face to face, and th.it is the 
present. Now, what are we to do? Sir, it is a pity really that arguments 
■should be advanced on the one side, and arguments should bo advanced 
on the other side which have no reality. Again, what has been done now? 
That is the question. Well, if the Government tell me, and if they want 
to put fear into my heart by advancing the argument that, if England is 
defeated, what will happen to us, then all I can say is that I do not 
want England to he defeated. I have never said so. But might I not 
say that if England is defeated, who will lose more? You or I. If 
England is defeated, then England not only loses its liberty, its freedom, 
and not only it may come under the heels of the Nazis, but nothing is left 
•to you. Might I not say to you that you are in a greater danger than 
I am? Is that going to help us? You may, for the purpose of pro¬ 
paganda to the unwary and ignorant, say: "Oh, if England is defeated, 
what will be your position? Your liberty, or even aspiration to liberty or 
aspiration to responsible Government, your religion, your churches and 
your mosques will be demolished." It may be so. But is that going 
really to do the trick, or it is not open to the retort which I mentioned 
•just now? Another argument is, and that is particularly aimed at the 
Musalmans of this country, the Muslim countries are in danger. Of course, 
they'are. Nobody disputes it. But, as T said, a Government has got to 
think really in a responsible manner. Can you by these arguments and 
propaganda succeed? Of course, you can do a lot by propaganda, but 
•there are certain things which you cannot carry out from fear. Therefore, 
the position is this. So far as the Muslim League is concerned, I 
venture to say, and, without any fear of contradiction, that from the 
very beginning, we have not put any difficulty in the way of the Govern¬ 
ment. We have not embarrassed the Government in any way from the 
very commencement. Erom the 4th of September, 1939, right up to the 
'29th of September this year, which is one year, we have put no diffi¬ 
culties of any Idnd whatsoever in the course of the negotiations. 

Let me shortly take this House, as quickly as I can, through import¬ 
ant events. After the Eepresentative of the Crown had interviewed a 
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large body of the leading representative men of India, suddenly I was 
summoned jointly with Mr. Gandhi and Babu Bajendra Prosad, the 
President of the Congress, in October 1939. In October, I did not know, 
nor, I believe, did Mr. Gandhi or Babu Bajendra Prasad know, but a 
j)ropo8al came from him. What was that proposal? You all know it, I 
think. I will put his proposal in a few sentences. So far as the provin¬ 
cial field was concerned, it was entirely in the hands of the two major 
Parties, namely, the Congress and the Muslim League, and if we could 
come to some adjustment in the porvinoial field, he was prepared to 
expand his Executive Council. The number of the Executive Couficil is 
not limited or defined under the Statute. It is an unlimited number. 
He conveyed to us that, in the expansion of his Executive Council, he 
would be prepared to meet us to the utmost extent be could. What was 
the result of it? I hope Honourable Metnbefs will not misunderstand 
me in any way. I did not say that it was getting all as the Congress 
wanted, nor was it getting all that I or the Muslim League Wanted. 
We were not satisfied and they were not satisfied with regard to theif" 
demands. We were not satisfied with regard to what we were asking. 
But the point is this that I stated there and then, on my responsibility, 
that we were willing to consider the proposal. Unfortunately, Mr. Gandhi 
. there and then rejected it. He won*t look at it. There the matter broke- 
down for the time being. In February, again,—I do not know exactly 

what happened, 1 can only say what appeared in the newspapers—the 
Orient Club speech of the Viceroy conveyed to Mr. Gandhi that there 
was a gernv for an honourable settlement. Another effort was made in 
February, but it also met with the similar result. What happened frona 
February onwards, I do not know. Now, I am talking of the British 
Government, because, after all, the Bepresentatives of the Crown has 
really got to carry out the instructions from His Majesty’s Government. 
Evidently, there was a lull. Why, then, blame the Muslim League? T 
hear from very many gentlemen, some of them are Members of this House, 
and some are not, **Plague on your both houses”. Then, what happened 
after that? After that, we thought that the whole business had gone 
to sleep. But in the interests of India—and I have said this repeatedly— 
it is the duty of every Indian to see that India’s defence is intensified for 
the protection of our own homes and hearths in case of danger. We passed 
a Besoliitton, I think, in June. I will just read one small paragraph of 
that to show what we said: 

“The grave world situation demands serious efforts on the part of every Indian 
f'jr the defence of his country and the Working Committee calls upon the Goverh- 
ment of India to prepare the country in an organized manner to meet every eventuality. 
The Committee is constrained to state that the proposals for the defence of India 
indicated in the statements of Their Excellencies the Viceroy and the Commander-in- 
Cliief as well as the statements of some provincial governors are wholly inadequate tb 
meet the urgent requirements of the situation. The committee therefore authorises its 
President to enter into negotiations with His Excellency the Viceroy with a view 
to exploring the possibility of devising prompt and effective measures to mobilise the 
country’s resources for the purpose of intensifying war efforts and the defence of India. 
The Committee is of the view that unless a satisfactory basis of close co-operation iS 
agreed upon on an all-India basis and not province-wise between the Government 
and the Muslim League and such other parties as are willing to tindertake the res¬ 
ponsibility for the defence ofi the country in the face of imminent danger, the real 
purpose and object will not be served and achieved.” 

Sir, this was on 17th June. Then, I imagine something happened, 
and this had a wholesome effect, j do not know, but I can only feby 
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that immediately this Besolution reached the headquarters, a move waa 
a^ain made. With what result? With this result that, unfortunately 
the Congress position remained the same. I shall presently deal with our 
attitude towards the Congress when T come to deal with that. But that 
is ho\i' we stand. The Congress position stands the same. 

My Honourable friend, Mr, James, made an excellent speech, and he 
came very near it, just as he said, we came very near it. The principle 
he has accepted, as he correctly described it. What is the principle? 
Co-operation with authority in the Government at the Centre and in the 
provinces. That is accepted. Then, he says to me: how do you now 
mahe your position clear to us? I will read a short extract from his speech 
as it was reported in the Press: 

“He (that Mr. James) understood that the Muslim League have ihoved very 
dopely to the acceptance in principle of the statement made by His Majesty’s Grovem- 
ment subject to various reservations. But he should like to know whether that was 
final.'* 

What is final? The principle is accepted. 

“Would they throw away the principle for the sake of details.” 

We accept the principle, but it may be completely destroyed in the 
execution of details, or it may be reduced to a zero. In this matter, when 
you make distinctions, the principle can be reduced to nonsense. In other 
words, may I give you an example3 I want your help. 1 am in danger, 
and 80 are you. We will not apportion the degree of danger between us 
both. We both are in danger. I want to throw ihto the pool all the 
resources I can, and I say, let us both face together the peril and the 
danger. Let us both sink or swim. All right. I say to you, well, I am 
willing to share in the peril and the danger, but what about my having a 
voice in the assets that I bring into this pool, leave alone the share in the 
victory. As I am bringing into the pool, must I not have some share, 
some voice, some say as to how it is going to be used. Oh! no, I will 
use that as I like. Then, when I am obdurate and say that I want reaJlj'' 
a proper share, some proper voice, then you say, “I will take you as 
my partner". So you will also have a voice and a share and a say in 
the matter. What will be my share? I will give you two jobs to your 
representatives. What is going to be the total number of the Controlling 
authority? I cannot tell you. Who else is coming into this controlling 
authority? T cannot tell you. What will be the portfolios? I cannot 
tell you. It means really, to put it shortly, I will have you as my partner, 
but I will give you only one pie here. In that case, why do you want 
my partnership? I ask Mr. James as a man of business, if this is business. 
Then, again, Mr. James says: 

“The Muslim League, however, has made their position clear with regard to the 
prosecution of the war.” 

I am very glad we have made our position clear. Then, Mr. James 
(Continues: 

“Mr. Jinnah in his speech on the Id day declared whatever be the misgivings of 
the British Governfnent in the past, in the interest of India, it was the Muriim’s 
duty . . 

—that is not quite correct— 

“to support and co-operate with them now in order to protect their hearths and 
liomes.*^ 
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Then, when I asked him to read on, he said: “I have not got the 
rest of it. Sir, I do not want really to waste the time of the House over 
these matters. But it is important. I think Mr. James, if he had read 
the whole of my speech, would not have ended by this remark. He says 
this: 

“His only object in referring to the speech was to make clear that the Muslim 
league party leader’s speech on the Finance Bill was awaited to see how he implements 
that duty to which he alluded in the Id day speech.’’ 

May I appeal to Mr. James to turn on that side and not on my side 
and ask them how they are going to implement that principle which you 
have rightly said was accepted by the Muslim League? And what I said 
on the Id day was this : 

“We are convinced that in the interests of India, whatever may have been the 
deeds of the British Government in the past, we should support and co-operate with 
them as we arc now in the same boat. And in order to protect our homes and 
hearths wc must make every preparation in the event of the war coming to the 
Indian shores. The Muslim League has always made it clear that we are willing to 
give men, blood and money, but the British Gov'ernment does not want our co¬ 
operation with real authority . . . 

—1 repeat those words, “with real authority”.—address those Benches 
next time— 

“in the Government and the offer that they made is merely in name by way of 
sharing authority. That is the difficulty in our way to get Muslim India in giving 
whole-hearted support in the prosecution of the war. Perhaps Government are not 
meeting us reasonably because they are afraid of the Congress or it may be that they 
are not prepared" to trust us.” 

I will add one more reason now. Or it may be, as the Honourable 
the Leader of the House said, England is having a stronghold now, and 
we cannot possibly prevent or help very much the war efforts of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India, and, therefore, there is no need for it. Then, I 
continued: 

“But these are only my guesses. God only knows what is the real reason, why 
they are not meeting us in a satisfactory manner.” 

That, Sir, has been our position from the very beginning, and that is 
the position today. We are now asked to vote supplies. Sir, so long as 
this war goes on, and so long as the Government of India have got to 
carry on the w'ar efforts, it is obvious that you cannot do without money. 
We have got to be thankful that the demand is only for six crores just 
now. But we cannot scrutinise and examine, and we have really no 
means of knowing how you will spend 4t or what commitments you have 
made. We have Jio voice, no say, no share, no look-in and no control 
as to what you have done or what you will do. We have a number of 
complaints,—there may be a foundation for them or no foundation,—as 
to how the Supply Department is going on, how the Army Department is 
going on, how this Department is going on. There is suspicion and 
distrust, and people are woti dering what you are doing. I ask you, Sir, 
even at this grave critical moment, if you are really in earnest, if you are 
really serious, if you really want our hand of co-operation and friendship, 
take it on an honourable basis. If you had, as Mr. Amery in his speech 
said, the purpose of expansion of this Executive Council, and of having 
the representatives of political organisations in the executive, you will 
restore the confidence of the public. You will then find that those very 
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representatives, both on the floor of this House and outside, would be free 
to explain to the people what is going on. But now it is a sealed book 
completely. And what does Mr. Amery say: 

“The Viceroy’s offer on the other hand presents to the Indian leaders an opportunity 
of taking an effective and important part in the Government of India and bringing 
their influence to bear on the conduct of the war without prejudice to their several 
positions. They will have committed themselves to nothing except working together 
in the present emergency for the safety and good of India and for the common cause in 
which they all believe.’’ 

That is really the position of the Muslim League. Can you expect 
us to vote supplies in the expenditure and use of which have no say, no 
voice, no share, no authority, and no control? I cannot understand how 
Honourable Members can possibly make one speech after another appealing 
to sentiments and lecturing and essaying. I ask the Treasury Benches, 
I ask the European Group, why do you not put your heads together and 
bring some sense in those who are now in power? There is my Honourable 
friend, Sir Henry Gidney, who was so eloquently appealing to me. He 
said, he sent me a telegram that he would be with me to the last ditch, 
and he again reaffirms that he will be with me till the last ditch. But 
by his speech he has already sent me to the last ditch. Let us get into 
the first ditch and let him face those people there instead of appealing to 
me. 


Ifieut).-Ooloiiel Sir Hen^ Gidney: I have faced them. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: You did not. Why do you not tell them? 

liieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: I have. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Why do you not say it on the floor of this House? 

Iiieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: I have. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: No; you did not. I was here throughout your 
speech. Sir, it has become a fashion to give a lecture to the 
4 P.M. weaker party, and you can afford to lecture the weaker party. 
Now, I say, and I say again to Mr. James: “Remember our Resolution 
was rejection of that specific offer. The doors of the Muslim League are 
still open. But we cannot really possibly vote supplies in which we have 
no lot, no share." 

Then, I am told—^and this is their last argument, a forlorn argument— 
all the others are platitudes for supporting the Government—what will 
happen and all that—but the last is this: that if we allow this Bill to be 
defeated—and of course the Congress are absolutely determined to defeat 
you—what will be the impression abroad? In the first instance, if the 
Congress succeeds in defeating you, it is not my fault; it is the fault of 
your Constitution; and you have enacted this Constitution; you have been 
carrying it on this wooden, ante-diluvian Government for decades now, 
and you cannot have it both ways. It is your Constitution, it is of your 
making. But I am told “But it will have a bad impression abroad." 
When you say bad impression abroad, where and what will be the impres¬ 
sion? Let me tell you. Sir, that those who want to create that impression 
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have worked it out mathematically. Even if you win by a few votes, eveni 
if the Muslim League was to go into your lobby, they have already in¬ 
formed those abroad that the majority of the elected members ore against 
it; and which fool is thete in America, which fool is there in Germany tvn6 
does not know your Constitution, who does not know the nature and 
character of this Assembly? Who is the man who will be so much upset 
that you will lose the war, because this Finance Bill was rejected? Le*t 
me, for the sake of argument, assume—assuming that it will be an 
embarrassment—I do not think so, and I think you are exaggerating, and! 
you are attaching too much importance to it—but even if it was to* 
embarrass you, how can you expect me to support you? Mind you, I do* 
not say that I am satisfied with the acceptance of the principle, but it ia 
not a question of my being satisfied. Nobody is going to get 16 annas, 
and specially, believe me, when you are in the grip of danger, it is not> 
wise for one party or the other to put up extraordinary demands, because 
that is not business, and that is the very reason why we have never said 
a word that you should agree to give me “Pakistan” before I support you: 
and believe me, whatever my friends of the Congress Party may say, we 
have finally determined that that is our only goal; and we will fight for 
it and die for it. Make no mistake about it. Democracy is dead—demo¬ 
cracy of Mr. Desai^s kind. We may be less in numbers, and we are; but 
we could give you, I venture to say, and perhaps you do not know it, but 
I do, and I am not saying this by way of a threat, but by way of informa¬ 
tion to you, that we can give you hundred times more trouble than the 
Congress can give you if we so determine; but we do not want to. You 
will realise that. TUit we do not want to do it even now. The future— 
we will leave the future. Therefore, so far as the Government is concern¬ 
ed, that is the position of the Muslim League. 

I have only got to say a few more words with regard to my Congresa 
friends; and T think I must at least tell them, whether they agree with me 
or whether they do not, but as Mr. Desai said it very rightly, we mufet face 
facts. What'is the position? I will narrate it very briefly. Mr. Desai 
read out a statement of the Working Committee which he said was of the 
lOtli September: I only interrupted him, because, in my record, it was- 
the 14th September: I wished to get the correct date. Mr. Desai says, 
the 10th,—and I accept tliat. After that statement of the Working 
Committee of the 10th September, that Kesolution or statement Was 
placed before the All-India Congress Committee, and that Committee 
passed the Eesolution on the 10th October of last year. That Resolutioit 
laid down a declaration of India’s independence and freedom, the right 
to frame their own constitution by a Constituent Assembly to be elected 
by way of adult franchise, and special franchise for the minorities and 
safeguards for the minorities to the satisfaction of the minorities. And 
although I am pressed for time, I think I must tell the House the correct 
position, and I tell you and my Congress friends that they have still, at 
the back of their head, the idea that the Congress and Congress alone 
represents the country, the people of India, the Indian nation, and so on, 
that they alone are the spokesmen, and that the Muslims and others are 
minorities. I say this on the floor of this House that the reason why there 
has not been a settlement between the Hindus and Mussalmans is that-^ 
the Congress leaders will pardon me for saying this,—the Congress is a 
Hindu organization, whatever they may say,—the Hindu Jeaders and 
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Congress leaders have had always at the back of their head, the basis that 
the Mussalmans have to come within the ken of the Congress and the 
Hindu Raj, that they are a minority, and all that they can justly press for 
is merely Safeguards as a minority, whereas let me tell gentlemen of the 
Congress and the Nationalist Congress Party members that the Mussalmans 
always had at their back the basis,—and it has never been different during; 
the last 25 years,—that they are a separate entity. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: At least that was not the view of Mr. Jinnah before 
1920. 


Mr. M. A* JinitAh: Since 1916, since the Lucknow Pact was passed 
on the fundamental principle of two separate entities. 

Mr. M. 3. AMji I was there. 

Mif. A. JitmiE^: My friend may have been there, but he was not. 
eten heard of at that time. That has been at the back of the Mussalman* 
mind, and the other idea has been at the back of the Hindu leaders’ mind. 
The bases are different, and I will give my friends one more proof because- 
I \<^as interrupted. Why is it,—do you know it or do you not,—why is it- 
that the Mussalmans insisted upon the separation of Sind? You know it. 
Do you know that the man, who was at that time devoted to the Congress,. 
Maulana Mohammed Ali, said * 

“tVe want a corridor from Karachi to Calcutta’* 

Do you remember that? Why is it that some of you so vehemently 
opposed the separation of Sind? No doubt, outward grounds are different,, 
but the real grounds we know. Outwardly, it is financial ground, this., 
that and the Other. You said it will be better off if Sind is with Bombay, 
it is not in the interest of Sind to be separated, and so on. 

Mr. Lalchand Navairai (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Is it not un¬ 
fortunate now for Sind? 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: My dear friend, it is a misfortune to all of us now,. 
Nobo3y is in fortune just now. 1 am only giving you indications to prove- 
my point that that has been at the back of Muslim India and the Hindu 
India, and the basis has been different, and that is why we have failed to» 
come to a settlement. That is continued dp to the present moment. I 
will quote from my friend, the Deputy Leader, Mr. Satyamurti, and wh€it 
did he say only as late as May last after Mr. Amery had made his state¬ 
ment? This is what Mr. Satyamurti said. What was his acid test?’ 
The acid test of Mr. Amery’s ability and earnestness will be his 
saying to the Muslim League,—Muslim Leaguers, no Pakistan, no coali¬ 
tion, no coalition ministries, no impossible safeguards, you must settle- 
with the majority; once he says that, the rest will be easy. 

Honourable Member: Who says that? 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Mr. Satyamurti; He says, no coalition, no im'- 
possible safeguards, settle With the majority. My friend asks—hand dver 
the Muslims to our tendef mercies. 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City: Non-Muhammadan Rural): No, no 
I did not say that. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: My friend’s acid test is nothing but that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: I did not say that. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: I say, Sir, that is the mentality at the back of 
Congress leaders. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Not at all. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: And I tell my friends that they are making the 
greatest mistake that they ever made in their life. Mr. Satyamurti saya 
to Mr. Amery: “Tell them to settle with the majority”. Well, I daresay 
1 get frightened of Mr. Amery also, because these people are sharpening 
the knife, non-co-operating and preparing for civil disobedience and launch¬ 
ing it. This Government and the British Government, if I may say so, is 
unnerved, and I get frightened, and they think that, in spite of your 
tenacity, you may be forced into it; but then comes the statement of 8th 
August and Mr. Amery*s speech. That is now the crux. I don’t say that 
the British Government could have done anything else. If they had done 
■anything else, if they had been a party to coerce the Muslims, if they had 
been a party to throw the Muslims and other minorities at the mercy of 
the Congress, they would have left a dishonourable record in the history of 
this country. If they had done that, what would it have come to. That 
is really where I am fundamentally at variance with the Congress. They 
do not want the independent of India. I will read what Mr. Gandhi said 
What they want is, under the overlordship of Britain, power and patron¬ 
age to dominate the Muslims and rest of the minorities. This is what 
Mr. Gandhi himself says, and it is a thing to which I cannot subscribe 
This is what Mr. Gandhi said: “It is my conviction, and I am satisfied”— 
this is an article he wrote on the 29th October. Of course, Mr. Gandhi’s 
articles and speeches are such that you can derive support for any propo¬ 
sition ; he is like the oracle of Delphi,—but in order to understand Mr. 
Gandhi, you have to study and go deep into the thing. This is what Mr. 
Gandhi said on the 29th October last year after he had rejected the offer 
of the Viceroy: 

"If today the British leave India, the Punjabces from the Punjab”— 

—he might have honestly said Muslims,— 

“and Gurkhas from the East will destroy the country. If therefore there could be 
.any one desirous of maintaining the supremacy of the British in India,”— 

—mark the words— 

‘‘if, therefore, there could be any one desirous of maintaining the supremacy of 
.the British in India, it can only be the Congress.” 

Some Honourable Members: Read on please. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: I am reading on. I have studied it much more 
than you have done. 

Now comes the other operative part: 

“It 1 b the only authoritative and representative body of Indian people and of 
thoBe Hindus who are, in spite of their majority, weak,” 
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I ask this House, I ask any intelligent man, what does this mean 7^ 
29th October last year, after the Jlesolution of the All-India Congress Ocnri- 
mittee of the 10th October, within less than 20 days, Mr. Gandhi writes^ 
this thing. That Resolution, if you honestly believe in it, asks for 
complete independence, the right of the people of India to freedom, choseir 
by a Constituent Assembly to be elected by adult franchise. But here 
what does this mean? He was telling the British Government, you settle 
with me, I am more desirous to maintain your supremacy here than the 
Punjabis and the Gurkhas. Mr. Gandlii became a convert, a complete 
<*.onvert to this artistic Resolution of the 10th October when he found that 
this was not going to do. He realised. Then he became a convert, and 
he found that it was a panacea for every kind of ills the people of India 
are suffering from. What was the panacea The Constituent Assembly. 
This went on. When this Constituent Assembly was beaten and dead, 
we come to what the Leader of the Opposition emphasised,—I believe the 
Delhi Resolution. What is it? He only mentioned a part of it. He did 
not emphasise the first part of it. The first part of it—correct me if I am 
wrong—declared complete independence of India and freedom with a 
right to frame its own constitution by a Constituent Assembly, etc., etc.» 
and mind you, it is joint—and not or, provisional National Government at 
the Centre responsible to the elected Members of this House- Beautiful. 

I. assure you it appeals to me more than it appeals to you, and 1 droamti 
of it when I was a boy of 21. It appeals to me very much, but the situa¬ 
tion has changed in this House. A National Government— the Leader of 
the Opposition said—does not mean democratic majority Government. T 
quite understand. It was explained, although the word “nationaP' is 
misleading. However, we won't argue about that. We always find. 
Congress Resolutions are passed, then commentators like Mayiikha and 
Mitakshara, and so forth, then the commentators go on commentating, and 
you have forgotten the original text of it. No doubt, we have high autho¬ 
rities as commentators. They said, by a National Government they mean* 
a composite Government. Am I correct? 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai: Yes. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Coalition if you like, it means the Cabinet will h<* 
from all Parties. 

Mr. BhulaWiai J. Desai: What Mr. Amery said, the Government in' 
England,—at least that was his comparison. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Mr. Amery has also said, you cannot have a Gov¬ 
ernment like they have in England, in the same speech. Mr. Amery haR 
said this also: 

“India cannot be unitary In the sense that we are in this island, but she can still 
be unitary. India’s future house of freedom has room for many mansions.*’ 

Mr. Amery has said that also. Is the first part of the Resolution gon<y 
then? You do not want a declaration, immediately a declaration for com¬ 
plete independence and freedom with a right to the people of India to 
freedom, a Constitution by a Constituent Assembly. Is that gone, or doea 
it remain? 
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V* S. Anoy: One comment, said, it was the right to a declara- 
tioji. 

Mt, M. a. Jiniiali: You are asking the British Government to make 
“declaration here and now. 

M. 3* A^ey^ I am giving the rommentary of Mr. Rajagopala- 
chariar on that. 


Mr* M. A. Jinnali: That is just the trouble. (Interruption.) Another 
commentary. But I say, Sir, if the Congress have got a definite practical 
proposal to make, not the one that they have made, because we have 
repeatedly said, I have said it, the League said so in the Resolutions. In 
the first instance, I do not believe for a single moment that any pown?* 
can declare any other country or a nation independent, by a mere dec¬ 
laration. And, I say, no power can continue the subjugation of people of 
another country if the people of that other country are fit to throw off the 
yoke. It is not a matter of declaration. If you believe in complete inde¬ 
pendence. I would honour you, stick to your guns, then there is nothing 
to negotiate with the British Government, nothing to negotiate. What is 
the use of asking them, let me first have a Constituent Assembly and that 
(Constituent Assembly will frame the Constitution? What have they got 
to do with this Constitution ? Are they to have the honour and privilege 
of putting this Constitution which will be framed by your Constituent 
Assembly on the Statute-book of Britain? What for? They have nothing 
do here. Say so. Let us appeal to tlie country if you like, let us take 
the verdict of the country. But if you mean, as J do.’ the transfer of sub¬ 
stantial power immediately, and for that purpose it is the British Govern¬ 
ment and the British Parliament that can, by enacting a Statute on their 
Statute-book, transfer that power and vest that power in the representa¬ 
tives of the people of this country, then I can understand. Where is the 
basis for negotiation? If you drop your first part and if you mean a com¬ 
posite Government, responsible to the elected Members of this Legislature, 
provisionally, let us not lose our sense of proportion. I say to the Honour- 
able gentlemen of the Congress Party, we are in danger, say what you like. 
We cannot be indifferent now. If you really have a practical proposal 
which can be accepted by all reasonable parties, why don’t you adopt the 
correct channel, the proper procedure, the proper method. What is the 
use of addressing them? What is the use of despatching it to the Daily 
Herald Well, they cannot make up their mind. Mr. Rajagopalachariar 
has made a supporting offer. Now, we have been told day in and day out 
even by the able and competent gentlemen of the Press here, the army 
of them that I s^ is this ? Rajagopalachariar^s sporting offer is also 

considered! But where is the offer? What does Mr. Eajagopalachariar 
iJlay J read the few lines m which he has compressed this offer? He 

says; 


oHer^tlmt Tf Hf, “ ‘<> ‘b® minorities, I may make a sporting 

bLg fomed at l^sLnTH"Tl T*® ^ Provisional National Government 

to agreeTo ihraiSm lla^e colleague, in the Congress 

prospective Prime Minister 
. g. I Will persuade my colleagues of the Working Committee to do 
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this, that, and the other.” I do ask rny Honourable friends, is this 
business, and today Mr. Rajagopalachariar justifies why he did not make 
that offer to the Muslim League. 

I tell you, I cannot restrain iny utter astonishment and amazement 
as to how that mind works. It is impossible to understand it. This is 
what he says today. 1 shall only refer to that portion which relates to 
this subject. The other parts have nothing to do with it. Of course, 
he has paid us a «3mpliment that the Muslims were more ardent for 
independence than others. 1 am very glad. 

Sir Syed Raza All (Cities of the United Provinces; Muhammadan 
Urban): When did you discover that? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Before you did! 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) 
resumed the Chair.] 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: The point is this. They say that the British 
Government did not take any notice of the sporting offer, and some critics 
suggested that it should have been made to Mr. Jinnah, and not to the 
British Government. But the offer was not made to the British Govern¬ 
ment even, though I admit that the Jlritish Government have taken note 
of it. It would, in his opinion, have been improper to make it to Mr. 
Jinnah in the first instance, as Mr. Jinnah would then have had legiti- 
ground for considering it an insult and retorting that he was not 
.(^fter jobs. I ask, if Mr. Amery had accepted this offer, and, then, if 
th^t offer hud been made to me, would it not have been open to the 
same retort, because it is the same offer and the terms are the same. 

I would have said: “Both Mr. Amery and Mr. Rajagopalachariar are 
insulting me, and that I am not here for jobs". Do give some credit to 
oth©r people at least for commonsense. Is this really the explanation? 

An Honourable Member: Read the later portion also. 

Mr. M. A, Jinnah: I am quite willing to read the other part. He 
says: 

Assuming that Mr. Jinnah accepted the offer, it would not be in the speaker’s 
power to implement it unless there was the prior commitment by the British Govern¬ 
ment to part with power.” 

His argument is, if I had accepted it, it was not in his power to imple¬ 
ment it. It may not be in his power to implement, nor is it in my 
power to implement, but the latest and authoritative pronouncement of 
the British Government is this: If you can put your heads together and 
bring some agreement, we are willing to consider it. Then, what is the 
use of making this offer to Mr. Amery over the head of the Muslim 
League. 

An Honourable Member: We can agree, provided they are willing to 
part with power. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: I do not think they have ever gone the length that 
Jrou want to go, but they have said this: we are willing immediately to 
associate the representatives of the political parties and to give them an 
affective and important share in the Government of India by the proposal 
Off the expanded Executive Council.' Surely that is not the last word, 
in fact, the last word is never spoken in politics. Now, if you really 
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think they must give you beforehand the blank cheque that Mr. Gandhi 
has been giving me for the last 25 years, it is uselsss. Why not you 
and I meet and put our heads together? If you make a practical pro¬ 
position, we present a common united demand to Mr. Amery, or, for 
the matter of that, to the British Parliament or the British nation if you 
like. 

An Honourable Member: No response from the Congress Party. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: The Constituent Assembly is a panacea for all the 
ills of India. Complete Indepence. My complaint is—then you stick to 
that, and Godspeed; stick to it, honestly; I may agree with you, or I 
may not agree with you, but you will command my admiration and 
respect; stick to it; and if you do not want to stick to it, then come 
down on earth and let us deal, .as practical men, and face the realities, 
as Mr. Bhulabhai Desai says, and do not allow others to take advantage,— 
as the Manchester Guardian says—a British journal—“frankly, our power 
and position in India is due to the mistake of the others, and it will 
continue if you go on making this mistake”. The position is this. I 
am only dealing with the present; I am not dealing with the future. 

There is one last sentence, and I will finish. When we talk of this 
little innocent baby which is put forward, viz,^ the demand for a National 
Government responsible to the elected Members of this Legislature, there 
are far-reaching implications when you examine it in detail—far-reaching 
implications. It will mean fundamental alterations and changes in the 
Constitution in order to constitute that Cabinet; and when that Cabinet 
is constituted, it will be responsible to the elected Members of the Legis¬ 
lature. Mr. Bhulabhai Desai throughout his speech only emphasized 
two things: “democracy, democracy, democary, and a National Govern¬ 
ment.” What is the use? Whatever that Cabinet may be will be 
responsible to this Legislature,—in which Mr. Bhulabhai Desai can com¬ 
mand two-thirds of the elected Members. I will pity the man who 
happens to be in that Cabinet who does not obey the Congress command 
and the Congress mandate! 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Sir, it will 
surely be recorded as one of the most notable phenomena even of these 
extraordinary times that, at a juncture when the fate of civilization 
seems to be hanging in the balance, when nations are being swallowed 
up in a few weeks or days, and under a constitution which is said to be 
a mere simulacrum of democracy, and in which the right of free speech 
is entirely gagged and silenced, this Assembly has sat for, I believe, six 
days to discuss a Supplementary Finance Bill designed to raise six crores- 
of rupees for the financing of the defence of the country. The debate 
has ranged over a very wide field,—metaphysical, ethical, political but 
hardly ever financial. In fact I must confess that I rise with an apolo¬ 
getic feeling to discuss it on the level of finance and to attempt to bring^ 
the atmosphere or the tone back to so crude and materialistic a level. 
My Honourable friend, the Leader of the Opposition, said this moming^ 
that this was not really, in essence, a Finance Bill. He said that the 
Government of India had very unwisely chosen this moment to attempt 
to put before the world some sign of India’s willing participation in the 
war. He said that there were only two crores of rupees involved in this 
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measure, which we could easily do without or get some other way, and 
that he did not believe, in fact that it was any financial consideration 
which had prompted the j)romotion of this measure but a desire on the 
part of the Government (d‘ India to make some kind of gesture or 
demonstration before the outside world. Sir, this, if I may say so, I 
found to he a most extraordinary argument. The war has now been in 
progress for some tcjurteeu moniiis. On the very first occasion on which 
it was possible for me to take steps to raise special finance for the pur¬ 
pose of this war, 1 ])]aced before this House an important measure—^the 
Excess Profits Tax Pill. I was criticized in fact for being premature. 

1 was told that there was no financial need for tliis and that I ought to 
have waited a little longer .... (Interruptions.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable F'ir Abdur Rahim): Order, order. 
There is too much noise in the House. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: .... until the war was more 
advanced. However, Sir, that Bill was fully debated in this House. 
The issues of the war and of the raising of expenditure for the war, of 
imposing financial sacrifices on the pe ople of this country and on the 
trade and industry of this country were discussed for a very long time 
in this House at that sta^(‘. My Honourable friend did not appear, 
neither did the Members of his Party; they did not think it necessary; 
they did not think that at that moment the Government of India were 
taking any steps to associate', the people of India witii this vvar. A very 
short time afterwards, in fact within a few days, I placed a Budget 
before this House. That Budgt't contained over eight crores of addi¬ 
tional defence ex})en(liture. I stated in the course of my Budget speech 
that I did not expect that expenditure to he the entire cost of the 
defence measurt's that would be taken during the year. I stated clearly 
that it was the estimated cost of the commitments which we had already 
undertaken. In addition to the Excess Profits Tax I included in that 
Budget other taxes specifically for the purpose of meeting the extm 
cost of the war in which we were engaged. Now, Sir, it seems to me an 
extraordinary thing that my Honourable friend should now come forward 
and find in this supplementary Finance Bill some curious, hidden, 
ulterior motive other than the motive of raising finance for the purpose 
of the war and that he should think that the Government of India’s 
Budget was merely to make a demonstration. Surely, the position is 
that my Plonourable friends opposite have come here not for the pur¬ 
pose of debating the Finance ]fill hut in order to make a gesture and a 
demonstration. 

Now, Sir, my Honourable friend, IMr. Satyamurti, referred to me as 
a very prosaic gentleman. The duties of a Finance Member are of a 
prosaic character. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Ask Sir James Grigg: he was very poetic? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: It is to translate policies into 
figures, into rupees, annas and pies. His humble task is to attempt to 
raise the revenues necessary to meet the expenditure which is being 
Incurred. But if the Honourable Member implies that I, any less than 
he, am unconscious of the great moral issues that lie behind these facts 
and figures, then I assure him he is ^i^tiroly mistaken. I am no orator 
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rgir Jeremy .Raisinaii.] , ■ i lu i 1 / 

as Mr tpatyaimirti is. ,I have often mimired the rnpul and tempeatuom 
'flow with wiiicii he is able to express or eonceal bin thoughts. I have 
'spent my life in the humble tasks of administration, m dealing with files, 

' in mctating notes. lam unaccustomed to addressing a large forum; 

' I am unable to commaiid the mastery of words which he j^ossesses. My 
. Honourable friend in an excess of humility spoke at oiie stage of his 
faltering accents and weak logic. In spite of the weakness of nis logic, 

I can assure him that his accents never fallcr. He called rne, ^ 

prosaic gentleman. I deny that, if it means what the Honourable Alcm- 
per suggested. I am one pf .many thpusands in this country who at tpis 
moment are very unhkely to be unaware of the issues that are at sta*ke. 
When we read the news every day, we wonder whether we may not 
receive a, direct ])ersonal message that a father or a mother, a son or a 
daughter, a sister or a broi her has been killed or mutilated by the 
enemy’s bombs. In these cinaimstauces, Sir, we are unlikely to forget 
the issues that are at stake and the sacrifices that humanity and our kins¬ 
men are being called upon to bear. In these cinmmstances. Sir, it has hcien 
no' light ordeal to listen to some of the speeches that have been delivered 
in this House. 1 am grateful to my Honourable friend, Mr. Sri Prakasa, 
for generously including the people of England in his all-embracing 
sympathy along witli the people of (lerman.v. It was a kindly thought. 
But, Sir, if 1 did not bring these aspects of the matter into the speech 
which I made, either on the first occasion before this House or when I 
moved for the consideration of this Bill, it was because 1 felt that I was 
entitled to take something for granted. The Honourable Member 
opposite has asked me what I meant by civilisation and by the forces 
which threatened to engulf it. Sir, I entertain nr; doubts on this subject 
any more than did the Honourable Member and his friends hut a few 

months ago. It is they who have been east into a welter of discord, 

doubt and defeatism and liave become unable to .see the beacon light of 
truth. I could not help feeling that there was a good deal in their 
speeches which the enemies of India as well as of Britain would have 
rejoiced, to hear, passages, I felt, of which the speakers would at no very 
distant date themselves be ashamed. If there is one lesson more ^h£|n 
another that this war has taught us, it is that the enemy proceeds by 
sapping the morals of the populations of those countries which he pro¬ 
poses to subjugate, and if Honourable Members opposite meant every¬ 
thing they said, I should feel that it was a very sinister omen for the 
future of India. But I do not l)elieve that is the case. I believe, that 
they have come here to make a gesture and a demonstration and that 
we must not weigh too precisely all the words which they have uttered. 

Mr. Satyamurti told me that I made a tame speech. I can only say that 

he and his friends have redressed the balance by inaking a number of 
wild ones. 

I return, Sir, as I must, to the realities of the present situation, 
honourable Members opposite may adopt an anti-war attitude. 

p.M. They may refuse to think or speak about the war. If that 
v) Bopped, the war, there might.be something to be said for it. But, un- 
./prtunately, : for them and, unfortunately, for us the flames of war con- 
.'itinue^and, they spread ever nearer to India. My duty is to deal with the 
f situation ^ as 1 1 find it, and in that situation it seems to me inevitable 
^^thBt'.Xndia,,mu8t take ever, more active steps for her own defence. We 
^ have been told over and over again by Honourable t Members opposite. 
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that the Government of India have taken no adequate stepi for the 
defence of India. Ihig charge comes curiously from the ling of those 
who year in, year out have objected to any expenditure on cJeitnfee and 
who have come here now to refuse to vote the finance necessary for 
iunnediute defence measures. 1 aim prepared to admit that here as else¬ 
where in the world adequate measures were not taken to meet the menace 
whicli obviously threatened fiom the self-confesHcd apostles of aggression 
and force. But now. when we realise the danger that is upon us sureh 
we should take every step that is possible to make up for the errors of 
the past. It IS no easy task, it will not be possible in a few days or 
weeks to rectify the damage done by years of unpreparedness but we 
can at least address ourselves, to the task now. It has been said by 
several Honourable Members that to draw attention to tbc imminent 
dangers which every man whoso eyes are open could see is terrorising, 
fear-iQongsniig. It is terrorising to point to these facts whicli are clear 
from the news that comes to us every day. 1 say on the other hand, 
that it is escapism, it is self-delusion to i<^uore them. It is yielding to 
what President Roosevelt aptly called the false lullaby of appeasement. 
I admitted that in India as elsewhere inadequate steps had been taken 
for defence. But I said just now that surely this was the moment to 
attempt as best as we can to make up tor those deficienciei^. It is not 
an easy task with Great Britain in the front line of battle, wdth 'Americti 
lierself making feverish attempts at preparations for renrinament, it is 
not too easy to obtain the wherewithal to produce the equiprrient which 
is necessary for modern warfare. Nevertheless, we have made and we 
are making every possible effort in this direction. It was because I 
realised that this House was entitled to know where \ve stood and what 
we were doing that I went into so rndch detail at the tirhe when T rrlade 
the financial statement. 


It has been argued that factories for production of munitions and 
aeroplones should have been transferred wholesale from their very ex¬ 
posed positions in Great Britain to India. There is a very great deal of 
force in that argument. Biff the critics must remember that there would 
inevitably have been a lag of not a month, or two months, not even of 
six months, but anything up to 18 months or two years before the in¬ 
stallation could have been in production in India. Now, at a time when 
the production of every unit was vital for the outcome of the day’s battle 
in Britain, surely it was not unnatural that the British Governrpent 
should not have welcomt^l the proposal. It is not necessary to attribaite 
to them very sinister motives. After all, there would have been the 
difftdultibs of obtaining shipping space, the difficulties of providing skilled 
persbnnel, until the necessary craftsmen could be trained up in India. 
Finally, there is the difficulty that hardly any. unit of productions is com-, 
pl6tely self-contained. These units depend upon the environment of 
ancillary and subordinate industrial production for their continuance and 
thkt is one of the difficulties which has to be taken into acepunt. In 
these circumstances. Sir, I say that it is not necessary to attribute ^ny. 
sinister motives to the British Government if this type of step: has not,'- 
bebn taken. Besides many of those who criticise the failure to 
such actibn, are quite frankly interested in such proposals p^irely from 
comfnefdia! ' and economic motives. It is surely a little ocjld to suggest 
that therb is something ignoble in thp attitude of the British Govern¬ 
ment, if yout* own attitude is determined so largely by purely mercenary 
cottSidet'atiotiS. 

B 2 
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I now come to the points more directly and more closely concerned 
with the Finance Bill. It has been said that it was unnecessary to 
bring in supplementary financial proposals at this stage, that we could 
well have waited a few months longer, and what did it matter if there 
was a deficit at the end of the year. Sir, 1 pointed out in my initial 
statement on this subject that the point at issue was not merely the 
question of deficit of tliis year but that liere we were already embarking 
on a scale of expendiure which was far beyond our present revenues and 
which could not grow less as far as we could see. Was it not, there¬ 
fore, reasonable that we should take the very first opportunity when this 
House met to put before it the pioposals for raising some taxation 
towards the additional expenditure which had already become inevitable? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Chair takes it 
for granted that the House wishes to finish consideration of this Bill 
today. 

Some Honourable Members: Ves, yes. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: 1 shall endeavour to Ee as 
brief as possible, 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Chair did not 
suggest that. The Chair simply wanted to ascertain if it was justified 
in sitting here today beyond five o’clock. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: It has been argued that additional 
taxation would have been unnecessary if we had adopted an economy 
drive and cut down extravagance in the administration. I must remind 
the House of the financial history of the last two or three years. In 
the year 1938-39 it became obvious in the course of the year that there 
would be a short-fall of revenue and an economy drive was undertaken. 
The Public Accounts Committee which sat in the course of this last 
summer to review^ the accounts of that year have taken note of the 
fact that 120 lakhs of savings were secured by that economy drive. 
There was 'indeed some criticism of the extent to which retrenchment 
had been pushed in the course of that year. In the following year, as 
was made clear in the budget speech of rny predecessor, a greater part 
of those same economy measures was continued' and extended through¬ 
out the year. And in the budget for 1940-41 I pointed out that many 
of those Lieasures were now having effects which made it impossible to 
continue with them; that, for instance, in the sphere of civil works 
valuable Gevernment property was falling into a state of disrepair and 
it was essential to provide again for their maintenance. That was the 
state of the budget when the war broke out. We were still under the 
influence of the economy drive which had been started in 1939-40 and 
many of the measures of which had been continued. In this situation. 
Sir, could it be expected that with the preoccupations of war upon us 
and all the additional activities and burdens which war had thrown 
upon the Departments of the Government of India, we should have 
embarked upon a retrenchment drive? Nevertheless, as I have pointed 
out, we have accepted no expenditure which was not inevitable in the 
situation, and even expenditure which has been classified as civil has 
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with the exception of one or two matters which 1 have specifically men¬ 
tioned to this House been expenditure directly or indirectly connected 
with the prosecution of the war. 

Now, Sir, it is impossible for any Government to carry out activities 
which are twice or thrice the volume of its normal activities with 
exactly the same machinery as it possessed in normal times of peace. 
Honourable Members have alluded to an additional post here and an 
additional post there. I can assure this House that the creation of ad¬ 
ditional posts has been the result of conditions in the Departments 
which absolutely necessitated further assistance if the functions of those 
Departments were to be carried out at all. The Departments had gone 
to the verge almost or breakdown before they had been able to secure 
additional personnel which was necessary. It is easy to talk of Colo¬ 
nels who on return from Lunch meet themselves going out to tea. I 
seem to have heard that story some 26 years ago. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti; And still it goes on in India. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: These stories are the inevit¬ 
able outcrop of the situation when Government are compelled to employ 
additional personnel, and the same thing applies to all those dark allu¬ 
sions and mysterious allegations about the Supply Department. It has 
now become unnecessary to complete the sentence when you say, “the 
Supply Department”; you merely raise your eyebrows and with a wave 
of the hand you refer to the Supply Department or you put your 
fingers to your nose as the Hindustan Times cartoonist puts it. This is 
a sort of thing which grow’s by what it feeds on. I explained in this 
House the other day in connection with a Resolution regarding economy 
in war expenditure and the association of a committee of this House 
with that object that I was prepared to place the whole of the establish¬ 
ment of the Supply Department before the committee. But I feel that 
in view of the repeated statements which are made I ought to mention 
a few facts before the House now. An Honourable Member suggested 
that he could only think of one name in the whole of the Supply Depart¬ 
ment of an officer who was getting no more than what he got before, and I 
heard a little argument go on because a Member sitting next to him sug¬ 
gested that he knew one other name. Sir, the position is that of 101 offi¬ 
cers employed in this Dejiartment 60 are not getting a single pie more 
than they were getting in their normal posts; and, of the remainder, 
a large number are merely drawing the routine standard scales which 
attach to posts of that status. Honourable Members will understand that 
just as if you raise additional reg'iments there must be more Colonels and 
that war brings opportunities to younger men who are fit for heavier res¬ 
ponsibilities, so even in civil departments you cannot create a complete 
new department of clerks or even entirely of Under-Secretaries. As my 
Honourable friend, the Leader of the Opposition, said, there must be an 
organisation, there must be something approaching a Iiierarchy. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai: Is pay the essence of a Colonelship? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raieman: No, it is not the essence. At 
the same time I suggest to my Honourable friend that gradations in status 
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and in organisation do tend to express themselves in some differentiation in 
pay, and that in the case in question the departure that was made was 
that an officer who was appointed to be a full Secretary to the Government 
of India and to a somewhat arduous Secretaryship was ghen the pay of a 
Joint Secretary. The other day when an Honourable Member referred to 
this I jumped up in my seat but I was unable to mention the actual figures. 
He created an impression of tremendous scandal by saying that an officer 
had been promoted from Es. 1,700 to B-s. 4,000. 1 could not remember 

the figures but I said that the case was misrepresented. The case was 
that an officer who was a Colonel in a regiment, who was drawling more 
than Rs. 2,000 as Colonel .... 


Aii Honourable Member: .What is the exact sum? 


The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman; It was about Rs. 2,078, over 
Rs. 2,000. He was*Appointed Secretary to the Government of India and 
was given the pay ofJoint Secretary. 


Mr, T.' S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar (Salem and Coimbatore cum North 
Arcort: Non-Muhammadto Rural): What is it? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raieman? Rs. 8,000. 

The same officer when previously employed in the Secretariat had drawn ' 
more than the pay of a Lieutenant-Colonel. I am not prepared to say that' 
there may not be two views about some of the appointments that have been 
made and that there may not be two views about the principles on which 
the pay of individuals should be fixed; but I entirely deny that there i.s 
anything like a hotbed of scandal connected with the pay and the appoint•’ 
ments in the Supply Department which is suggested ■ on all hands; not 
that I am in charge of that Department, but that I am in charge of* the* 
Department which has to see to it that scandals of that kind do not ocCur 


It has been suggested that additional taxation would be unnecessary if 
we resorted to a cut in pay. I am free to admit to my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Sri Prakasa, that that is a thought that has crossed my mirtd inor'e 
than once in the course of the last few months; but let us look at the pro¬ 
position. The salary of the employees of Government is in the shape of ' 
what T may call a pyrarriid: it is very broad at the base and narrow at the' 
top. If you wish to get a good slice out of it, you have to cut down very 
deep. The'position at this moment is that there are large numbers of em¬ 
ployees of Government in all Departments on low rates of pay, some of 
theni as my'Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, will not forget, are agitating; . . 

Mr. R. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official): I have not suggested any 
cut m pay. ^ 


that* he has inbt stiggesti^d any cut in pay^ 


. . . and TVfr. Joshi reminds m^r 
But'as he did not explain the 
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reasons why he has not suggested it, F feel that I must do, SO. Mi>iny of 
th^ise are^agitating for increases in pay and dearness allowances and so on; 
ar)<i the (Tovernirients, both (Central apd Provincial, have been forced to in¬ 
dicate the lines on which they are prepared to detd with increases in the 
cost of living. This mostly relates to individuals on fairly low rates of pay, 
.although my friend, Mr. Joshi, would not agree that it should. But Gov¬ 
ernment’s attention is mostly concentrated on, pepplo, on, rates of 40 or 30 
ruiFces.a month or even less; Mr. Jqshi would ho doubt say that that consi¬ 
deration, shoujd. at least extend to officials on less than 100 rupees a 
month. . . . 


uMr.'.N.'jM. Joshi: Yes, T would. 

^pnoprable Sir Jeremy But whether-1 cigree .^yith him 

or not, I must agree with him that above the cla.ss of low paid govern¬ 
ment employees for whom some actual increases of pay may be necessary, 
there is a further layer in regard to,wdiom the question of a cut in pay can 
certainly not arise. That brings us up to say the level of those who pay 
income-tax, which is rougldy about 170 rupees a .month. From those up¬ 
wards it ,is possible to think of a cut in pay; but now, why should you 
redqce the income of these individuals because they happen to be Govern- 
rnent .servants and not take any sacrifice from people of exactly the same 
.means who happen not to be in Government service? Mr. Sri Prakasa 
fold me. . . . 


■Mr. 'Sri-:Prakasa (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): Yes, because the Government servants stand most to gain by the 
continuance of the Government, and, therefore, their sacrifice should be 
more. 

The pionourable Sir J.eremy Rf^isinan: That is an argument which T 
simply fail to understand: niy intelligence is too limited to comprehend 
that argument. 

^Ir. Sri Pra^casa: I too am equally dense. 

The Honourable fRir .Je^remy ^aismf^ii: If you are going to-operate on 
those incomes above the taxable minimum, then I claim that an income- 
tax surcharge, and, particularly, one superposed on the slab - system of 
, taxation, is an ideally equitable*,method of raising the money you need. If 
you express your cut in, pay as any kind of percentage, you could not 
possibly achieve the steepening in sacrifice whiqh a .surcharge superposed 
on a slab system of taxation involves. . . . 

Mr. Sri Prakada: On a point of personal explanation, I never suggested 
any cut in pay: what I, said was .that they should make a voluntary sacrifice 
of kalf tl;»eir income. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I am coming to that. The ques- 
tion of voluntary sacrifice is one which'has been in the minds of many gov¬ 
ernment servants in the last' few months. -Whole services have taken 
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combined action on a voluntary basis—I am not dealing with that. Those 
voluntary sacrifices will go on, I believe, whatever compulsory sacrifices 
are imposed by taxation. My Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti, said in 
one of his sweeping gestures; “The Finance Member taxes everybody except 
himself. “ I know that he did not mean it literally, because it is so obvi¬ 
ously untrue. But he did imply, T think—and I give him cerdit for imply¬ 
ing that my idea of taxation was to let off those of my class or status. It 
may interest Mr. Satyamurti to know that the effect of this Bill on the 
occupants of the Treasury Benches is to increase their tax from 24 per cent, 
to 30 per cent, of their salary. I do not say that that is a monumental 
sacrifice; I have not pretended that this is a comprehensive scheme of 
taxation, nor have I promised that this is the last taxation measure which 
will have to be brought before this House. But I do suggest that it re¬ 
moves the sting from any remarks that T or my colleagues are not prepared 
to tax ourselves. Now, I come to a point, an interesting point, which was 
raised by my friend, Mr. James. He only touched upon it, but he seemed 
to ask me rather directly,—he seemed to invite iny views on it and it was 
the question of whether not merely public expenditure but private .expenditure 
should not be restricted in this emergency. I think that was Mr. James’ 
query. The position in India is different in that respect from what it is in 
the United Kingdom. It is true that there are certain types of commodities 
which it is just as important to economise in India as it is in Great Britain: 
in fact in relation to some, it is twen more important. We have our diffi¬ 
culties about imports and in particular we obviously must endeavour to 
economise in any imports which involve the expenditure of dollar exchange, 
that is, imports from o\itside the sterling area; but in relation to com¬ 
modities which India produces, and, particularly, in relation to those 
of which she has a surplus, there is no special virtue in reducing con¬ 
sumption, and on the contrary it may oven be damaging to the economy 
of the country. Take the ease of coffee. It is no advantage for a man 
to say—I have cut down my budget by Rs. 5 a month; I have stopped 
coffee drinking, because the slack which he has taken up unfortunately 
is passed on somewhere else in the economy of India, and though he may 
be able to subscribe Rs. 5 towards the Defence Loan, that is not necessarily 
a net advantage. 

Sir, there were very few financial points raised in the course of this 
debate, and although I hungrily tried to pick them up, I have foupd it 
exceedingly difficult to collect them. But my friend, Mr. Santbannm did 
raise a point. He referred to the sterling assests in the issue branch of the 
Reseiwe Bank of India, and he talked about our maintaining India’s bondngv^ 
tc sterling. I would like first of all to draw his attenlion to the fact that tlie 
increase in those sterling assets is some measure of the advantage whicli 
India has so far drawn from the war, that it is because of the increase in 
India’s favourable balance of trade, and particularly with the Empire, those 
sterling assets have increased so largely from the figure at which they 
stood. . . . 

Mr. K. Santhanam (Tanjore cum Trichi nopoly: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural'): Is it not a fact that they only represent the cost or the value of 
the commodities exported? 

tub Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Yee, Sir, it is, but since to be 
able to sell your goods abroad is an economic advantage, the foreign exchange 
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which you acquire is a measure of that type of economic advantage. 1 
do not put it higher than that. India has given goods for that, but she has 
been paid for it. 


Now, my friend alluded to the danger that after the war sterling 
might depreciate, and, therefore, he implied that these assets should be 
held in some other form. Well, Sir. nobody in this world is in a posi¬ 
tion to say what will be the position either of sterling or of gold after 
this w'ar. My friend may have seen, he may have heard some echoes 
of the debate which has been going on in America about what will 
hap[)eii to their gold after the war, what will happen to them when all 
the gold in the world has been securely lodged in the Ihiited States and 
possibly nobody else in the world has any use for it. These are questions 
which admit of very speculative examination, but the concrete point for 
India is this. We are a debtor in sterling. Our sterling liabilities are 
greater than the sterling assets which we possess, and so long as that is 
the case, wc^ cannot lose on (he depreciation of sterling, so long as 
onr sterling assets do nob exceed onr stiading liabilities. That Sir, is 
the technical position which justifies the maintenance of sterling assets, 
hrh I do not disguise from the Honourable Memlier Miat even if that were 
not the ease, it would he a jnatter of no small difhcultv for India to 
embark at this time on the acquisition of furtlier gold reserves, for the 
simple reasefn that, as everybody knows, gold is the medium in which 
America accepts payment, and India, like the rest of the Empire, is 
dependent on America’s assistance for the mnniiions of war . . , 


Mr. K. SAnthan&m! Mav I ask one (piestion? (hinnot America bo 
induced to accept some of the sterling securities? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I have tried to deal with his 
point at some length, and I trust that he will allow me to go on now. 

My friend, Mr. Asaf Ali, referred to the heavy indebtedness of India. 
That, Sir, is a common theme. I entirely disagree with that view. I 
realise that India is a poor country. Nevertheless, in relation even to 
her poverty, the burden of India’s non-prodiietive debt is extraordinarily 
small, and I claim that, whatever my friends opposite will have against 
me and my predecessors in the years to come, they will not be able to 
say (hat India’s finances in this respect were not husbanded with ortho¬ 
dox strictness. Now, Sir, tliat is one reason why at this moment I 
am bringing a Finance Bill before this House, l^ocause I do not think 
i( is a light matter to allow the wliole of the deficit of the year merely 
to pass on to the indebtedness of India. Nevertheless, my friend, Mr. 
Asaf Ali, referred to this indebtedness, and in the course of his remarks 
he made a statement which was inaccurate and which, therefore, I 
cannot let pass. He referred to the repudiation or reduction of debt 
which followed the post-war settlement, and he said that India with 
her burden of debt got no relief. I do not know if my friend baaed that 
on any information, but T can tell him that the facts are that India did 
get a considerable measure of relief, to the extent approximately of 
sixteen million pounds sterling. 
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Now, Sir, there is one other liiiaiicial point which, I think, I ought 
to bring before the House,—1 shall only be a few minutes now,—and 
that is in relation to India's war effort. Wliatever may be alleged about 
war fujuls, that is to say, gifts to war funds, I think Honourable Members 
opposite will admit that no pressure other than the appeal of advertise¬ 
ments has been brought to bear in relation to defence loans and defence 
investments. The position in relation to them is this. The figures up 
to November 9th show that this country has raised approximately Hs. 
32 crores of defence loans of various kinds; no less than 218 lakhs are 
interest free, and of that on which interest is paid, the rate of interest 
is only slightly over three per cent. I suggest that as a financial criterion 
of India's attitude, to the war, tlie ability to raise sums of that kind at 
that rate of interest does not seem to indicate a country wliich is being 
dragooned .... 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division: Non-Muhammadan 
Kural): May T know how much of this is converted loan? 


The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Well, Sir, that is all i have to 
say on the financial points which have surreptitiously and ahnost apolo¬ 
getically crej^t into this debate. It is useless to attempt to ignore 
the fact that the issue before the House is not a financial, bub a moral 
and a political one. It is the question whether India should support the 
war effort by taking active steps for her own defence, or whether she 
should pursue the sterile course of non-co-operation to her owti peril and 
1hat of the civilised world. My Honourable Colleague, the Leader of 
the House, in a speech of brilliant and lucid eloquence, has given the 
)*eply of a profoundly thinking and patriotic Indian. No words of mine 
could add to the cogcmt persuasion of his argumeTit. It is only left for 
me to remind the House tha,t the enemies of freedom and of eivllisation, 
those who would extinguish the torch of progress and plunge us hack 
into barbarism are watching, livery vote for this Bill is a vote against 
Hitlerism, against Fascism and against tho most savage despotism that 
has ever crushed tiu* soul of man. Mr. Winston Churchill, with his 
vivid imagery, has spoken of the dark valley through which we are 
toiling to the sunlit uplands beyond. Already the sunlight is breaking 
ihroiigh and rekindling in our hearts the flame of unquenchable faith in 
victory. In that victory is the sole hope of India and of the world. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim): There 's an 
rnnendment in the name of Qa/i Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi, that the 
Bill 1)6 circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 15th 
of December, 1940. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi (Meerut Division: Muhammadan 
B\ira1); I submit, Sir, that I was personally opposed to the Bill, but I 
have tabled this amendment, because .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Does the Honour¬ 
able Member wish to withdraw the amendment? 
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Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: Yes, 1 want to withdraw, but. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur liahiin): Does the Honour¬ 
able Member have the leave of the House to withdraw his amendment? 

The amendment w'as, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 


Mr. President ( rhe Honourable Sir Abdur liahiin); iiie ([ucstiou is; 

“That the Bill to alter the maximum rates of postage under the Indian Post Office 
Act, 1898, to increase the rates of the taxes on inrome imposed hy Mm Iiielian Finance 
Act, 1940, by a surcharge for the purposes of the Ctuitial (lo'ei niiient, and to increase 
the rate of super-tax payable by companies, be taken into con.-^olcration.’’ 


The Assembly divided ; 


Abdul Hamid, Khan Bahadur Sir. 
Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawab 
Sir. 

Ayers, Mr. C. W. 
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Sayad. 

Buss, Mr. L. C. 

Caroe, Mr. 0. K. 

Cliaudhury, Maulvi Abdul Halim. 
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Clow, The Honourable Sir Andrew. 
Daga, Seth Suiiderlal, 

Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

Dalpat Singh, Sardar Bahadur 

Captain. 

DeSouza, Dr. F. X. 

Dumasia, Mr. N. M. 

Frampton, Mr. H. J. 

Ghuznavi, Sir Abdul Halim. 

Gidney, Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry. 
Griffiths, Mr. P. J. 

Gwilt, Mr. E. L. C. 

Ikramullah, Mr. Muhammad. 

Imam, Mr. Saiyid Haider. 

Ismaiel Ali Khan, Kunwar Hajec. 
James, Mr. F. E. 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 

Sardar Sir. 


Jehaiigir. Sir ('owaj i, 

Kamahiddin Ahmed, Shams-ul-Ulema. 
Kushalpal Singh. Raja Bahadur. 

Laljee, Mr. llusenhhni .Midullabhai. 
Lawboii, Mr. C. P. 

Maxwell, I’lio Honourable Sir 

Reginald 

Miller, Mr. C. C. 

Mody, Sir U. P. 

Muazzam Sahib Bahadur, Mr. 

Mulianiiiiad. 

Mu'l.ilijr, 1 iiu‘ lloiiourable Diwan 

Baiiadur S^r A. Raniaswami. 

Muki.,iiji. .Ur. Ba.saiita Kumar. 
UgiKio. -Mr. C. yp tl. 

(Uniisloii, iM''. J. F. 

I^iila;, Mr. 1. S. S. 

Rahman, Lieut.-Col. M. A. 

Haisman, Tiie Honourable Sir 
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Soott, Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Shahbau, Khaii Bahadur Mian 

Gulam Kadir Muhammad. 

Shoehy, Mr. J. F. 

Sivaraj, Rao Sahib N. 

Spence, Sir George. 

Staig, Mr. B. M. 

Thakur Singh, Captain. 

Tyson, Mr. J. D. 

Zafrullah Khan, The Honourable Sir 
Muhammad. 

Zaheer, Mr. Saiyid Hasiwi. 
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Abdul Qaiyum, Mr. 

Abdul Wajid, Maulvi. 

Abdur Rasheed Chaudhury, Maulvi. 

Aney, Mr. M. S. 

Asaf Ali, Mr. M. 

Ayyangar, Mr. M. Aiianthasayanam. 
Banerjea, Dr. P. N. 

Chaliha, Mr. Kuladhar. 

Chattopadlivaya, Mr. Ainarendra 
Nath. 

Chaudhury, Mr. Brojeiidra Narayan. 

\ Chettiar, Mr. T. S- Avinashilingam. 
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Chunder, Mr. N. C. 
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Das, Mr. B. 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 
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The motion was negatived. 

The Assembly then adjourned till 
Wednesday, the 20th November, 1940. 


Jogeiidra Singh, Sirdar. 

Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Kailash Behari Lai, Babu. 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. D. K. 
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Sant Singh, Sardar. 
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Satyainurti, Mr. S. 

Sham Lai, Lala. 

Sharma, Pandit Pyare Lai, 

Shrivastava, Babu Hari Saran 
Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Gauri Shankar. 

Singh, Mr. Ram Narayan. 

Sinha, Mr. Satya Narayan. 

Sri Prakasa, Mr. 

Subbarayan, Shrimati K. Radha Bai 


Half Past Two of tlie Glock on 
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SPEECH DELIVERED TO THE COUNCIL OF STATE AND THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE 

VICEROY. 

His Excellency the Viceioy, having arrived in procession with the 
Presidents of the Council of State and the Legislative Assembly, took his 
seat on the Dais at Eleven of the (31ock. 

His Excellency the Viceroy: Gentlemen, 1 am very glad to meet .you 
all again today. 

The fourteen months that have elapsed siTice I last addressed you has 
been a period of great events, events of profound signifieanee both in their 
immediate effect and in their ultimate reaction on the fortunes of civiliza¬ 
tion and the history of the world. X warned you in September 1939 that 
w^e should be ill-advised if we thought that victory was easily achieved or 
that the course of the conflict would be free from reverses to our arms. I 
expressed at the same time complete and entire confidence in the outcome 
of the war. I emphasized how vitally important it was to India, the 
Empire, and to the world s civilization that that outcome should be satis¬ 
factory, and I added that I felt certain beyond any question that the 
response which India would make in a conflict for ideals so dear to her 
would be one of the utmost value and importance, and one worthy of her 
traditions and her ancient name. 

When T spoke to you we could none of us have foreseen that fourteen 
months later the Empire would be bearing single-handed a burden so 
heavy as it bears today; that of its allies at the beginning of the war Poland 
and France would have been overrun and conquered; that unprovoked Nazi 
aggression would have added to ils victims Norway, Denmark, Holland and 
Belgium; and that Italv would have made an equallx unprovoked attack 
on the gallant people of Greece, whose superb resistance commaiids our 
admiration today. (Applause.) But wc should have been v»dl content 
fourteen months ago had we, with any foreknowledge of the events which 
have happened, of the vastly increased burden placed upon the Empire, 
of the intensification of the most ruthless and unprincipled forms of attack 
on human life and human propertv bv air and sea, of the singular disiegard 
Vvith which our enemies have coJitinued to treat international obligations 
and treaties so long as they could derive a temporary advantage in doing 
so, had we, I say, been enabled to foresee, too, the valour and the success 
of the resistance offered. The work of the armed forces of the Crown by 
sea, by land, in the air, in every theatre of war; whether they are drawn 
from India, from the Dominions and Colonies, or from the Home country, 
is such as to fill us with pride,, with thankfulness, and with confidence for 
the future. 

While the war lasts, its implications, its consequences, are such that it 
•can never for a moment be out of our minds, that in everything that we 
do it mu6t always be present to us. But T do ndt propose today, nor 
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would this be the place, to enlarge in this speech on the detail of India s 
war effort, on the splendid work which Indian troops have done and are 
doing in the fighting line, or on the magnificent achievements of ljulia, 
whether British India or tlie Indian States, in the provision of men, ot 
money, of materials. No praise could be too warm for that achievement. 
It is one that has struck the imagination of the world, one for which the 
whole Empire is I know deeply grateful. And, substantial as that achieve¬ 
ment already is, no pains are being spared to enable India to give still 
further effect, in all the ways I have mentioned, and witli as little delay 
as may be, to the universal desire in this country to help the Allies and to 
see the triumph of the ideals for which they are fightiji.g. The confident 
hope that I expressed a year ago that India would live up to her highest 
traditions have been fulfilled in I he highest degree. You may be confident. 
Gentlemen, that in this vital matter I and niv Government are fully alive 
to the importance not only of responding to India's desire to help, but of 
making her in the matter of defence as self-sufficient as possible; and to 
the necessity of bringing her defensive equipment to the highest firacticable 
pitch of adequacy and efficiency. 

I said, Gentlemen, that the war must he continually in our thoughts 
and must be related to everything we do. Of the matters on which I shall 
touch in the remainder of my speech, the great bulk arise out of, or have 
some connection with, war activities or the war situation. There are one 
or two which I shall also mention, which an' not so directly connected. 
But in their case the interest taken in them by the general public is suffi¬ 
ciently great to justify mo in makiTig a reference which I should not other¬ 
wise have made. 

It was with much legret that T learned of the refusal of the Legislative 
Assembly to take into consideration the Finance Bill designed to facilitate 
the financing of India's war effort It will, I think, be verv generally 
appreciated that it would be impossible for me to a(*quiesce in the decision 
of the Assembly, and T have made a recommendation wliich will be ])laced 
before the Assembly this afternoon. 

The woj’k of the Department of Suppl.\, whicli as you will remembe!’ 
was established shortly before thr outbreak of the nar, has been of great 
value in connection with India s war effort; and T should like to pay a 
tribute to the importance of this work, ;\nd to the work of the Ordnance 
factories (which were not until recently brought under the DepartmeJit). 

T should like to ass(x*iate with th;it tribute the business community in this 
coTuffry, whether Indian or British. At a time of considerable strain, the 
Department has had the most valuable assistance from business firms, and 
T am glad to think that that friendly collaboration and patriotic assistance, 
so readily given, has led to some remarkable results. In the field of 
munitions, the Ordnance factories since the beginning of the war have been 
able to export to His Majestv’s Government about one hundred million 
rounds of small arms ammunition and nearly four hundred thousand rounds 
of gun ammunition. On the stores side, Indian industry has made contri¬ 
butions on the largest scale to the war effort in the shape of engineering 
storc'^, jute goods, and many other manufactured products. T and my 
Government have been at pains to endeavour to secure that such changes 
should be made in the organisation of the Department as practical working 
showed likely to produce still better results. You mav be confident that 
the lessons of experience will not be lost upon us, and that such further 
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modification of the svipplv orani-aofir.t. 
made without he8itatio^or dekv Z ^ 

ohftnfffts in thp ^ indeed, further 

oHanges in the bupply Department are in view, designed further to speed 

up work, and to ensure that the organisation as a whole is as compact, 
and as economically run, as is consistent with the magnitude and the 
character of the operations which fall to be performed. 


u greatest satisfaction that I recently welcomed to India 

the Members of the Eastern Group Conference, and the Mission from the 
Ministry of bupply headed by Sir Alexander Roger. Much as may have 
been done, much still remains to be done if India is to make her full 
contribution to the war effort; and the importance, whether to India or to 
the Empire as a wliole, of the labours of tlie bodies to which T have just 
referred cannot be over-estimated. 1 should like to take the oppoitunity to 
express our deep gratitude to the non-official Advisers from India who have, 
with such public spirit, placed their services at the disposal of these bodies. 


The need for harnessing India’s economic resources to the task of 
making her a great centre for supplying the requirements of the military 
forces engaged in the war must take first place in our attention. But the 
Government of India are in no way blind to the pressing problems that 
war conditions have brought to Indian trade and industry. The dislocation 
of our export trade by the cutting off of nearly all European markets has 
been receiving the closest attention not only of my Government but of the 
Export Advisory Council, in the hope of dealing with the problem of 
surplus production and of reducing the size of any surplus by finding new 
outlets for our products and manufactures. This last attempt is being 
pursued in- various ways, of which mention may be made, in particular, of 
the exploratory mission of Dr. Gregory and Sir David Meek to America, 
and of the decision to increase the number of our Trade Commissioners in 
continents other than Europe, beginning with Australia. On the other 
side of the picture, the cutting off of many supplies which noimally came 
from abroad has created manv gaps, not only in India itself, but also m 
neighbouring countries, whiidi Indian indiistr\ can hope to fill. I am 
glad to note that business and industrial interests in the country have not 
been slow to undertake enterprises designed to fill these gaps, while my 
Government have done their best to mobilise technical skill for their assist¬ 
ance by setting up the Board of Industrial and Scientific Research, whicli, 
through its numerous Sub-Comrnittees and in collaboration with the 
Director of Research, has already produced valuable results. 


The war lias thrown a considerably increased burden upon the Provincial 
police forces, for, apart from their normal responsibility for law and order, 
they now are under obligation to undertake the safeguarding of places of 
vital importance to the internal defence of the country, such as power 
plants, major installations, and a number of protected places, in addition to 
affording an enhanced degree of protection to railways, and to watch and 
ward against sabotage. That burden has been materially eased by the 
establishment in all Provinces of the Civic Guard, and by the assistance 
given by tliat body in maintaining internal securitv. The response to the 
call for volunteers has been most encouraging.^ The Civic Guard has on 
many occasions already given practical proof of its usefulness and efficiency 
and I am confident that it will, as its training progresses, play a most, 
valuable and important part in India’s war effort. 

A 2 
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Though imiaaediate daoger to India from enemy air raids may not be 
apparent at the moment, he would be a wise man who could accurately 
foretell the development of the war, and we must be prepared for all 
eventualities. For this reason Air Kaid Precautions in India have been 
iniatiated in a manner designed to form a solid basis on which further 
expansion can take place. Close liaison exists on this most important 
matter between the Central Government and the Provinces; and its expert 
advice, and substantial grants-in-aid, have been placed at their disposal. 
Good progress has been achieved in the past .>ear, a progress made possible 
by the willing co-operation and voluntary effort of the people of India. 
There is however still piuch to be done, and T need not remind you, 
Gentlemen, of the value of the help which you can individually give to 
stimulate interest and co-operation on the part of the public and of local 
bodies in the areas from which you come. 

Since the last meeting of the Legislature, compulsory national service 
has been introduced in India for European British subjects. For the 
smooth working of the machinery for enrolment I gratefully acknowledge 
the work of the National Service Advisory Committees—all of it voluntary; 
and the spirit of willing service has been evident on every hand. The 
European community in India have yielded to none in the enthusiasm and 
self-sacrifice which they have shown in the common cause. 

In the treatment of enemy aliens the policy of my Government has 
been guided by the desire not to disorganise the good work of missionary 
institutions, and to avoid imposing unnecessary hardship on innocent and 
harmless people. Although, as a result of events in Europe last summer, 
reinternment, or restriction to parole centres, was necessary for most of 
those who had earlier been released on the recommendation of a special 
Committee, the ease of some priests and missionaries, of certain Jews of 
enemy nationality, and of other enemy aliens mJio can show that they have 
consistently' and publicly opposed the Nazi or Fascist regime, is receiving 
special consideration. 

The outbreak of war found many Indian students in the United 
Kingdom. Arrangements were promptly made through the High Commis¬ 
sioner in London to repatriate those desiring to return to India, and to 
maintain a register of those who preferred to continue their studies overseas 
To both categories the High Commissioner was antliorised to make financial 
advances wliere necessary. In the case of students returning to India the 
Universities have all, I am glad to say, agreed that the period already spent 
at a British University should be recognised for the purpose of enabling 
them to complete their degree courses in India. Special arrangements have 
also been made, under the general control of the Chief Justice of India, 
for holding Bar Examinations in this country. 

Bealising as I do the importance attached by the Muslim community 
to the performance of the sacred duty of pilgrimage to Mecca, I am happy 
that, in spite of war-time difficulties, it has been possible to arrange 
shipping facilities,—at Calcutta, this year, as well as at Bombay and 
Karachi,—and, with the collaboration of His Maiesty’s Goverhment, to 
prevent fares for the sea passage soaring beyond the reach of the classes 
from whom the pilgrims are mainly drawn. Indeed I understand that, 
thanks to a substantial reduction in charges announced by the Saudi 
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Arabian Government, and to our being prepared, even in war time, to 
permit the taking of gold sovereigns out of India by the pilgrims, to enable 
them to overcorne exchange drSlcuHies in the Hedjaz, the minimum cost 
to the pilgrim will be substantially lower than it would otherwise have been. 
In fact it will be lower this year than last. 

'Hie greatly increased burden which has fallen on the Government of 
India in connection with war preparation and war work has inevitably 
necessitated some expansion of staff and some additional expenditure. It 
would clearly be a shortsighted policy to reject expenditure which, on a 
broad view, would assist in the mobilization of the economic resources of 
the country and further the successful prosecution of the war. But 1 would 
take this opportunity to say that 1 am fully alive to the vital importance 
of economy in the civil administration, and of eliminating all forms of 
avoidable expenditure at a time when we have no choice but to spend 
large sums of money on defence and to augment the revenues of the Gov¬ 
ernment by additional taxation. 

In spite of their immediate pre-occupation with questions arising out 
of the war my Government continue to keep a vigilant watch on the 
interests of Indians overseas. In the Union of South Africa, the Broome 
Commission, which was appointed in May last to enquire into alleged 
penetration of Indians into predominantly Eiuopean areas in Natal and 
'rransvaal, commenced its labours last month. The ban on the assisted 
emigration of unsldlled labour to Malava continues while questions of the 
wages of Indian labourers and of the status of the Indian community are 
still under discussion with the Afala.Nan (.roveruments. In regard to Burma, 
my Government are awaiting the results of Mr. Ba.xter’s enquiry into the 
facts concerning Indian immigration into that coiintiN, and thev are also 
watching with close attention the course of certain recent legislation 
which may directlv affect the Indian coiiimnnity. An experienced officer 
was sent to Mauritius to ascertain recent developments in that Colony, so 
far as they affect Indians. I iegret that the recent conversations between 
mv Goveinment and the representatives of the Government of Ceylon 
should not have had more satisl’aetorv results. 

In the field of foreign affairs, mv Government’s relations with Nepal 
continue to be most cordial. The friendly attitude of His Highness the 
Prime Minister of Nepal and of his Government is evident from His 
Highness’ offer of two Brigades of Nepalese troops for the defence of 
India and from the generous donations-of money made by His Highness 
and the members of his family. This attitude of ready and friendly co¬ 
operation is greatly appreciated by the Government of India. 

His Holiness the thirteenth Dalai Lama died In 1933, and his incarna¬ 
tion was discovered towards the end of 1939. The, installation ceremony 
of His Holiness the new Dalai Lama took place in February last. A 
mission headed by Mr. B. J. Gould, who is responsible for the Government 
of India’s relations with our friendly neighbour, Tibet, was deputed to 
Lhasa to attend the ceremony on behalf of His Majesty’s Government and 
the Government of India. 

In October I and my Government had the pleasure of welcoming to 
India a Mission of Goodwill from Thailand. The Mission were the guests 
of the Government of India. During their visit they vvere able to make 
wide contacts and to cover much ground. On tb^ir return to Thailand 
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they took with them precious Buddhist relics from Taxila presented to the 
Thai Government by the Government of India, who also arranged, at the 
request of the Mission, for earth from certain sacred Buddhist places in 
India to be placed on the aeroplane on which they returned to 13angkok. 

I am confident that the visit of tiiis Mission will help to cement still further 
the bonds which already exist between India and Thailand. 

From China we are glad to welcome Dr. Tai Chi Tao, an eminent 
Buddhist scholar, and Chairman of the China Public Service Commission. 

His Excellency the Governor of the French Establishments in India 
issued an announcement in September last identifying French India with 
the cause of free France. 

It gives me great satisfaction to be able to inform the House that the 
relations betweeii India and Afghanistan continue to rest on a firm and 
friendly basis, and that there are signs that the bonds between our two 
countries are being drawn even closer in the cultural and commercial fields. 

I am glad, too, to say that in spite of the disturbance of men’s minds by 
a period of war and intensive rumour the Frontier tribes have on the whole 
remained remarkably steady. Tlie whole tribal belt from Chitral to the 
sea has been entirely ({iiiet save in Waziristan, and there are many signs 
that the tribesmen are in sympathy with the democratic front. And in 
Waziristan, largely as the result of measures undeidaken to control portions 
of tribal territory which had served as harbourage for the collection of 
gangs, a better spirit prevails, and the peace of the Districts of the North- 
West Frontier has recently been less disturbed than at any time during the 
last few years. 

Since I last addressed >ou Labour in India has not been without its 
problems; but I am happy to say that owing to the good sense of all 
concerned there has been no major dislocation of work since the war began, 
and I believe that Indian labour will continue its substantial contribution to 
the war effort. When disputes have arisen, the influence of my Govern¬ 
ment has always been thrown in favour of adjustment and conciliation 
rather than dictation. Complaints of inadequate wages in the circum¬ 
stances of the war situation have always received careful and anxious 
consideration; an examination has already been made of the cost of living 
in the coalfields and an enquiry has also been instituted into the claim of 
railway labour for a dearness allowance. 

My Government has taken steps to obtain skilled labour for those 
industries which are engaged on war production, ensuring at the same time 
that' the interests of the artisan are safeguarded. Under the Technical 
Training Scheme, in the operation of which I have to acknowledge the 
willing assistance of Provincial Governments, we have planned not only to 
meet the immediate needs of the war effort, but by providing well-equipped 
and competently staffed institutions for training thousands of our young 
men to be skilled technicians, we have kept in view the needs, when 
peace is at last restored, of India’s expanding industries. 

Let me turn now to the constitutional field. I will not detain you 
with any detailed recapitulation of the discussions with political parties 
that have taken place since the outbreak of war. As you know I have 
had discussions at various times with all the leading political figures in this 
country, and with representatives of all major parties and communities; 



SPEECH BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE VICEROY 


847 


and I can, I think, claim to have spared no effort to bring the parties 
together, and to reach an accommodation in the constitutional field which 
would be generally acceptable. It is a matter of profound disappointment 
to me that those endeavours should not have been more successful than 
they have been, and that the differences which have stood in the way of 
that constitutional advance which 3Iis ]\rajesy’s Government have been so 
anxious to see should still persist. The latest and the most important of 
the endeavours made by His Majesty’s Government is represcTited hy the 
statement which I was authorised to issue three months ago. 

On August the 8th L published a statement on behalf of His Majesty’s 
Government. That statement leatlirmed the attainment by India of free 
and equal partnership in the British CMmnionvvealth as the pioclaimed and 
accepted goal of the Irnpenal Crown and of the British Barliarnent. In 
order to remove all doubt as to the intentions of His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment as to the method and time of })rogress towards that goal ’ it declared 
the s.yminithv of His Majesty’s Government with the desire that the 
resj)onsibility for framing th(‘ future (*onstitnti(aial scheme of Indian self- 
Government should—subject to due fulfilment ot lla* obligations which 
Great Britain’s long connection with India has inq^osed on her—he 
primarily the responsibility of Indians tlnnnselves, and should originate 
from Indian conceptions of the social, economic and political structure of 
Indian life. At the same time it emphasised (he concern of His Majesty’s 
Government that full weight should he given to tlu' views of the minorities 
in the framing of .that scheme, and it made it ejear that Ilis Majesty’.s 
Government could not contemplate; the transfer of theii present respon¬ 
sibilities for the jieace and welfare of India to an\ svstern of government 
whose authority was directly denied by large and powerful elements in 
India’s national life. The method by which Miesc two indispensably 
linked objects were to be seciinid was the setting up, on the basis of 
friendly agreement, of a body representative of all the principal elements 
in India’s national life to devise the framework of the new (*onstitution. 
This body was to he set up immediately after the war, but His M;ijesty’s 
Government expressed their desire to welcome and promote in the mean¬ 
time every sincere and practical step taken b\ Indians themselves that 
could prepare the way for agreement upon its form and procedure, as well 
as upon the principles and outlines of the constitution itself. Meanwhile, 
In order to associate Indian public opinion more closely with the Govern¬ 
ment of India at the Centre, and in the hope of promoting the unity of 
India by the creation of new bonds of undei*standing through practical and 
responsible co-operation in the task of governing India and directing tlie 
Indian war effort, I was authorised to invite Indian political leaders to join 
my Executive Council, as well as to establish a War Advisory Council con¬ 
taining representatives of the Indian States and of other interests in the 
national life of India as a whole. 

Outside India these proposals, both in tlieir immediate and in their 
larger ultimate aspects, have been welcomed as liberal in conception, and 
as representing the best practical solution of existing differences.* In India 
itself, too, they have met with the support of a large body of opinion: in 
their more immediate aspect, however, namely, the expansion of my 
Executive Council, I have not secured the response that was hoped from 
political leaders in India. The reasons for which they have been unable to 
accept the proposals of His Majesty’s Government are conflicting, and 
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indeed, in some ways mutually destructive. However that may be, the 
effect is that the major political parties concerned are not in present 
circumstances prepared to take advantage of the opportunity offered to 
them. 

His Majesty’s Government note this conclusion with sincere regret. 
The proposals in question would place real power and real responsibility m 
Indian hands. Their acceptance would afford the most hopeful contribu¬ 
tion which Indian political leaders could make at this critical time towards 
the preservation of Indian unity, and towards. an agreed constitutional 
settlement for the future. His Majesty s Government do not propose to 
witiidraw them, and are still prepared to give effect to them as soon as 
they are convinced that a sufficient degree of representative support is 
forthcoming. But as that degree of support has evidently not yet mani¬ 
fested itself, His Majesty’s Government have decided that I should not be 
justified in proceeding with the expansion of my Executive Council, or the 
establishment of the War Advisory Coimeil, at the present moment. 

Gentlemen, I do not wish to conceal from yon the deep disappointment 
which I feel at this failuie to secure, within the framework of the constitu¬ 
tion, due expression of that ultimate and essential unitv in which the hopes 
and the labours of so many of us luive been founded, and upon which must 
depend tlie future position and intlnence of India in time to come. 
Nevertheless 1 would eunnsel \on not to be cast down liy the immediate 
difficulties that beset the patli of poiita'a! advance in this gri’at (•onntry. 
For, indeed, stress of \vai’ may well in tlie (nwl (*onie to strengtlicn and 
extend that ver\ jiroi'css of nnitication. and to liasten tlie neliievemcnt of 
those constitutional clianges implicit in ^elf-governmcnt with unity, wliicli 
at this moiiu'nt it ajipinars to obstiaict. Meanwliile in tlu' eirt-umstaueos 
of the WTirld today the (hit> of rny (lovernmeni is clear. It is to press 
forw'ard wn'th all speed and in every Held of activiC' thos(‘ preparations upon 
wdiich rests the eapaeitv of this I’onntrv to wag(* war with ever-i^rowing 
strength and suceessfullv to overcome the hazards that confront her. 
Many things may happen l^efore I address von again: hut w'hatever the 
trials and anxieties that lie before ns, how'ever sharp the tests to wdiieh w'e 
may be subjected, w'e may have faith in the capacity of India to continue 
to play a glorious part in this riehteous war against the forces of darkness 
and oppression. With all faith and confidence in your resolution and 
affection, I invite yon and all men and women of goodwill throughout this 
land to support in this critical hour, with all strength of body and spirit, 
the cause of India and the Flmpire. (Applause.) 
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STAPIIF.D QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

(a) Oral Answers. 

Abolition of Train Vending on the Assam Bengal Railwai. 

174. Shaikh Bafluddin Ahmad Siddiquee: (a) Will the Honourable^ 
the Railway Member piease state whether he is aware that the Assam 
Bengal Railway Company abolished train vending with effect from the 
1st October, 1940 and this has been a source of great inconvenience to 
the travelling public? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member please state whether he is aware 
that after the introduction of the new rules on the Assam Bengal Railway 
with effect from the 1st October, 1940. a j*asseiigei’ has to purchase 
aerated water from station stalls and, when doing so, has ro (lej)osit me 
price of the bottle (six annas) in addition to the price of its contents— 
the aended water—and has again to demand hack the pi-u e sc deposits-d, 
from any other stall on his way when the bottle may be empty and the 
stall licensee according to the new rules introduced and referred to above, 
is bound to refund the ))riee of the empty bottles, as soon as demanded, 
which was deposited by the passenger at another stall, no matter whether 
the latter has or has not got the necessary fund and time at his disposal 
at that particular moment for the refund and that this in [larticiilar 
has been a source of much inconvenience and unnecessary annoyance 
l)ot]i to the travelling public and tlie stall vendors? 

(c) If the answer to parts (a) and (b), or the answer to any one of 
tliciii, be in the affirmative, are Government prepared to take necessary 
steps to amend the rules referred to above? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) and (b). Tlu tacts are as 
stated, .‘X'cept that Govcrninont are not aware that the. I’evised arrange¬ 
ments have been a real sonn'C oi mconvenienca or aimoyance to the travel¬ 
ling public or st?dl vendors. 

(c) No: Government are not in a position to i.ssue any such instructions 
to the Assam Bengal Railway. I would mention, however, that the- 
arrangements had ^,he prior concurrence of the majoritv of the Local Advi¬ 
sory Committee who agreed that they should be given a trial. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable IMember, 
since these persons say they are incoiiveiiienced very much, why Goverii- 
niejil arc nut going to relieve them of tlio.se i])conveniences since they 
are having to make a deposit when buying a.bottle of soda water? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I would explain that i am not in a 

position to issue instructions to the (.’ompaiiy. The arrangement has the 
concurrence, as an experiment, of the Local Advisory Committee. 

Mr. Lalchand Navaliai: Afay 1, therefore, request the Honourablei 
Member to send the question and answer to the Railway so that the Local 
Advisory Committee might consider it again? 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: J am not clear that there is any 
.need for asking the Local Advisory Committee to reconsider the matter; 
they must linve considered all the points set down in this question. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: In view of the fact that we should have some 
kind of uniformity about the sale of these aerated waters, is the Honourable 
Member prepared to discuss this question with the Central Advisory Com¬ 
mittee V 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: No, Sir. I see no reason to do 
that. It has been discnisscd with the Local Advisory Committee who are 
In a much better position to judge the local needs. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Why not with the Central Advisory Com- 
ijjittee for all the Railways because this is a common complaint? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 am not aware of any other Rail- 
'^vav on whii'li this system prevails. 

Mr. President (The Honou£al)l(‘ Sir Ahdur Kaliim): Next question. 


Indian Railways where Train Vending is not maintained. 

175. * Shaikh Rafiuddin Ahmad Siddiquee: Will the Honourable the 

Railway Member please state the name or names and the number ot ttie 
Indian Railways, both State and Company-managed, where train vending 
is not maintained? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Of the Class I Railways, the only 
one is tlie Assam P>engal Railway. I have not particulars of the smaller 
lines. 

Declaration of Muslim Holidays as General Holidays on the Assam 

Bengal Railway. 

176. ♦Shaikh Rafiuddin Ahmad Siddiquee: (a) Will the Honourable 
the Railway Member please state whether he is aware that Muhammadan 
holidays are not treated as General Holidays on the Assam Bengal 
Railway, although Mussalmans are in an overwhelming majority in the 
Provinces through which the said Railway runs? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will the Honourable 
Member be pleased to state whether Government are prepared to take 
•steps to have them declared General Holidays by the Assam Bengal 
Railway ? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it not a fact that the Muslim employees 
are not given a holiday Co offer their Id prayers on this line? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: T have already said that I am not 
aware what the general holidays are in this respect. I had particulars of 
holidays in the work.shops. I do not think the statement made here is 
correct. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Will he make inquiries now, because the 
.allegation is that the Muslim employees are not allowed to say their Id 
prayers on this line? ^ 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The Honourable Member will have 
to table a question, for so far as 1 recollect, it has been raised before. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Will you now ask the liaihvay Administration 
to inquire whether this is a fact or not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow; Tlie Honourable Member will have 
to table a question. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: [ am asking you now on the floor of the 
House? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahduv Rahim): Ho wants notice 
of the question. 

Dt. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: T am asking whether he will make inquiries. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: J 'vould ])refer it if the Honourable 
Member will table a question, but I will consider the matter. 

Non-Sindhi Muslims in Clerical Posts in the Office of the Divisional 
Superintendent, North Western Railway, Karachi. 

177. ♦Khan Bahadur Mian Ohulam Kadir Muhammad Shahban: 

(a) Will the Honourable Member for Railways be pleased to state \vhether 
it is a fact that nine clerical posts in the office of the Divisional Super¬ 
intendent, North Western Railway, Karachi, reserved for Muslims only, 
could not be filled for want of Sindhi Muslim candidates coming forward? 

(b) Is the Honourable Member a\vare that Sindhi Muslims are gene¬ 
rally not taken into railway service, even though they apply for such 
posts, and that an impression has gained ground that it would be useless 
to spend money on ipplication forms for railway service? What steps 
do Government propose to take to induce Sindhi Muslims that they 
will get fair treatment in the matter of appointment to railway service? 

(c) Is it a fact that for jiosts referred to in part (a) above, nine persons 
were imported into Karachi from other Divisional Headquarters? If so, 
why were the Muslim Associations in the Province of Sind not consulted 
w-hen filling these appointments, vide paragraph 8 of the “Memorandum 
of Supplementary Instructions connected with the orders contained in 
the Government of India, Home Department, Resolution No. F. 14/17-B/ 
83-E8ts., dated the 4th July 1934“? 

(d) Do Government propose to ensure that these instructions are 
carried out in the Karachi Divisional Headquarters? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) and (c). I have called for in- 
formatioit and will lay a reply on the table of the House. 

*(b) The answer to the first part is in the negative. As regards the 
latter part I am not satisfied that any steps are necessary. 

(d') If there has been any failure to follow relevant instructions, to" 
railway administration, to whom this question and answer will be forward¬ 
ed, will doubtless take necessary action. 
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Mr. Lalchand Navaltai: May 1 know if he is aware that outsiders are 
imported into Smd, so much so that there is great inconvenience on the 
part of the people to understand their language, and, in order to facilitate 
transactions, is the Honourable Member prepared not to iiiiport these 
outsiders, but take Sindliis, whether Muslims or Hindus*? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 have already stated that we do 

not recruit oji a strictly territorial basis. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: I Jo not want that you should recruit on a 
strictly territorial basis, bub in some sections, where there is a paucity of 
e.andidates belonging to one community, why should not the otlnu’s wilhiii 
the same province be laken on, instead of importing people from outside 
and causing inconvenience? 


An Honourable Member: lie-export them. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Does he mean that there is a paucity 
of Muslims from Sind and that the Hindus of the Province should be given 
preference over Muslims from elsewhere? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: I sa\ if Muslims from outsirle cause so much 
iiiconveiiieTice to the local people, then it may be that until such time as 
tile Mushms id’ LSmd come lorward or are available. Uu' appoiiitiueuts 
should be given to hxN-d peo[)le? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow! i do not think there is anything in 
tlio (pieslion regatding Muslims causing incoiivenienoo? 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrai: Not inconvenience, but T am suggesting that 
on account of the Muslims of Sind not coming forward and since there is 
another commnnitv which is tliere to take the places if so given to them, 
then the imjijrtations of outsiders who come there and cause inconvenience 
on account of not knowin<g the language w'ill be obviated. 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 have explained tliat we do not 
remit on a provincial basis; it is not a question of importation; the whole 
basis of recruitment is different. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Pabirn): Next question. 

Apprentice Train Examiners on the North Western Railway. 

178. ^Khan Bahadur Mian Ghulam Kadir Muhammad Shahban: 

(a) Will the Honourable Member for Railways be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that several Apprentice Train Examiners on the North Western 
Paihvay, on completif^n of their apprenticeship in 1929-31, were employed 
even though there were no vacancies? 

(b) Will the PTonourable Member please lay on the table of the House 
che agreements entered into by these apprentices, and the terms of 
their apprenticeship? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Workshop out-station Apprentices who com¬ 
pleted their apprenticeship in 1931, were not retained in service, though 
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thcjf had siuiUar agreements and terms oji appointment as those of 
Apprentice Train Examiners? If so, why was diEerent treatment 
accorded to out-station Workshop Apprentices? 

The Honourabje Sir Andrew Glow; (a) Yes, in 1930 and 1931. 

(b) 1 do not propose to lay these on the table but tbey can be inspected 
in the office of the Railway Board. 

(c) The retention of the men in such circumstances appears to have 
been a practice of the former Carriage and Wagon Department and had 
regard to the fact that the training given was of little service in employ¬ 
ment outside the railway. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: With regard to clause (c) of the question, when 
these workshop out-station apprentices had concluded their apprenticeship 
in 1931, why is it that a distinction is being observed and they are not being 
appointed ? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: 1 have given the special circum¬ 
stances which were apparently regarded at the time as sufficient for adopt¬ 
ing a different procedure in the case of these men. I have already explain¬ 
ed, in reply to previous questions, to the Honourable Member why 
these men were not .appoint ed. i 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Is the Honourable IMember prepared to revise 
that opinion and find out at this moment whether they can he engaged? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: No. Sir; thf decision must be 
accepted as final. 

Local Examination for Walton Training School Qualified Guards. 

179. *Khan Bahadur Mian Ghulam Kadir Muhammad Shahban: 

(a) Will the Honourable Member for Railways be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the staff who have qualified from Walton Training School, 
Lahore Cantonment, in Guards’ duties, have been called upon to pass a 
local examination in guards’ duties, vide Divisional Personnel Officer, 
North Western Railway, Karachi’s letter No. 940-E./B1, dated the 2nd 
October, 1940? If so, why? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member please refer to the specific rule 
under which local examinations refeiTed to in part (a) are being held? 
If there is no such specific rule or order, is it proposed to ensure that 
there is only one qualifying examination from the Walton Training 
School in such cases? 

(c) Is there any arrangement for re-examination locally in Divisional 
Headquarters, of candidates or employees who fail to qualify from the 
Walton Training School? If not, why should Walton School qualified 
employees pass another examination at Divisional Headquarters? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) The reply to t.he first part is in 
the affirmative: as regards the latter. Government have no information. 

fb) I am not aware of any specific rule. As regards the latter part 
of the question, the mailer is receiving the attention of the Administra¬ 
tion. 
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(c) The reply to the first part is in the negative; as regards the latter 
part, I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given to part (b) 
of the question, 

Mr. I.alchand Navalrai: Why is the third examination necessary, Sir,— 
once when they are selected in one section, then at the headquarter offices, 
and tlicn again wlien tliey are re-employed these men have to undertake a 
third examination? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 am not clear why tlie examina¬ 
tion was rcL^ardod as necessary, but as I have stated in reply to part (b), 
the matter is receiving tlie attention of the Administration. 

Reduction of the Gang Staff on Jacobabad-Kashmobe Section, North 
Western Rail\vay, to Low^eb Scales of Pay. 

180. ’^Khan Bahadur Mian Ohulam Kadir Muhammad Shahban: 

(a) Will the iloiiouruhle Member for Jlaitwavs be pleased to state whetlier 
tile attention of (loverninent has been drawn to the editorial whicli 
a})})eared in the Railivdij Herald^ Karachi, dated the Bth July, 1940, under 
the caption “ Scales for Inferior Engineering Statf on Jacobabad-Kashrnore 
Section” of the North Western Itailway? 

(b) Is it a fact that Jacobabad-Kashrnore section was opened for 
carriage of traffic in 1918 or thereabouts? 

(c) Is it a fact that general scales of pay for employees on the North 
Western Railway were revised in 1920? 

(d) Is it a fact that ‘0’ scales of pay were fixed for gang staff on 
lluk-Sibi section and is it a fact that Jacobabad-Kashrnore section takes 
off from the middle of the section Ruk-Sibi. for which 'O’ scales of pay 
were fixed? 

(e) Is it a tact that the gang staff on Jacobabad-Kashrnore section 
was given ‘C’ scales of pay from the date of the revision of scales in 
1920 or thereabouts? If not, when was the staff on this section given *C’ 
scales of pay and why? 

(f) Is it a fact that the staff is now reduced to ‘B’ scales of pay? 
If so, why? Are there any rules authorizing the North Western Railway 
Administration to reduce employees to lovver scales of pay, after having 
drawn the higher scales for so many years? If so, will the Honourable 
Member please refer to these rules? 

(g) Is it a fact that in similar cases, for instance Engineering labour 
staff employed at Kotri proper, who were given ‘C' scales of pay in the 
rirst instance, or chowkidars who were given higher scales on Karachi 
Division, the individual employees were not reduced to lower scales of 
pay, but the scale of the posts was reduced, when such posts fell vacant? 
Why is the same policy not being followed in the case of gang staff 
on Jacobabad-Kashrnore section also? 

(h) Ts it a fact that almost all staff so affected by this reduction 
comprises of illiterate Muslims? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Yes 

(b) It was opened for traffic in December 1914. 

fc) Yes. 
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(d) to (h). I havG called for information and will lay a further reply 
on the table of the House in due course. 

Deductions made from the Salaries of the Gang Staff on Jacobabad- 

KASHMORE Section. 

181. ^Khaii Bahadur Mian Ghulam Eadir Muhammad Shahban; 

(a) Will the Honourable Member for Hallways be pleased to state if ii is a 
fact that the gang staff on Jacobabad-Kashmore Section has been called 
upon to make good the amount alleged to have been drawn in excess during 
the last twelve months only and dednetions are being made from the sala¬ 
ries of the employees? If so,vv}iy? 

(b) Is it a fact that the employees who have retired have been paid 
gratuity at lower rates of pay? If so, why? Is it a fact that there are 
rules that, when an employee is reduced, he should be paid gratuity at 
the higher rate for the period of service that he has put in in that scale 
and at a lower rate for the period that be has put in in lower scales? 

If so, why is this principle not being ob^^rved in case of retired gang 
staff on this section? 

(c) Under what provisions of the Wages Payment Act are the deduc¬ 
tions made? What is the maximum period after which no recoveries can 
be made for alleged excess payments? Have the llailway Board or 
the North Western llailway administration issued any rules on the sub¬ 
ject? If so. will the ITononrable Member nh.iso lay :t copy of these 
rules on the table of the House? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a'l and (b). 1 have called for in¬ 

formation and a reply will be laid on the table of the House in due course. 

(c) As regards the first part, such deductions w’oiild be permissible under 
section 7 (?) (f) of the Payment of Wages Act, 1936. As regards the 
remaining parts of the question, (be Honourable Member is referred to 
(''hapter XVTI of the Stale Pailway General Code, a copy of uhicli is m 
the Tabrarv of the Hoii.se. 

Promotion of Traffic Pupils working on the North Western Eatlway 
AS Traffic Inspectors. 

182. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable the Pallway 
Member be pl(‘ased to state if it is a fact that in answer to question No. 181 
asked by Diwan Cbaman Lall in the Legislative Assembly on the 5th 
Septeml)er, 19‘29, it, was admitted that the Traffic Pupils working in the 
Nortli Western Railway were recruited with a view to eventual advance¬ 
ment to the posts of Traffic Inspectors, if qualified? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state how many of them have been 
promoted as Traffic Inspectors during the last fourteen years? 

(c) Is it a fact that these Traffic Pupils had received satisfactory re¬ 
ports from the officers under whom they worked? 

(d) Is it a* fact that these men po.ssess educational and departmental 
qualifications equivalent to those recruited for the superior service of Trans¬ 
portation and Commercial branches? 

(e) Is it a fact that some of them have been recommended for the 
posts of Assistant Officers by their Divisional Officers? 
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(f) Is it a fact that on}y two Muhainijiadan Traffic Pupils have been 
promoted as Traffic Inspectors although the work of others was stated to 
be “Uniformly satisfactory” by the Agent? 

(g) If the answer to part (f) above be in the affirmative, will Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state the reasons for this discrimination? 

(h) If the answer to part (g) above is that preference was given to 
Muhammadans on communal b/isis, will Government be pleased to state 
the number of Traffic Inspectors in the North Western Railway com¬ 
munity-wise? 

(i) Is it a fact that certain communities are very much under-represent¬ 
ed as compared to the Anglo-Indians and the Europeams? 

(j) What steps do Government propose to take in the matter in order 
to redress communal inequalities? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) to (g), (i) and (j). 1 would 

refer the Honourable Member to my reply given to parts (a) to (f), (h) 
and (i) of his starred question No. 86 on Saturday of last week. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. IialchiJad Ifavalrai: May I ask whether these persons were taken 
on any communal basis? If they were not so taken, then wluit was the 
speciality in these two that they were preferred to the other three? 

The Honotirable Sir Andrew Clow: As far as i remember, the Hon¬ 
ourable Member put supplemeiitar[es to me on the almost identical ques¬ 
tion he asked last week. To the best of my recollcctio]), they were 
selected on tlie merits. 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrai: If they Avere selected on the merits, then is 
it not a fact tliat tliese 5 f),ersons were selected out of BOO wlio sat in the 
examination? Where is the necessity of another selection? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I do not know how many they were 
selected from. 

Admission of the Inferiob and Labour Service Employees on State 

Railways to the Privilege of contributing towards Provident 

Fund. 

183. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to state how the request for giving provident fund 
benefits to the inferior and labour service employees on the State-managed 
Railways has been disposed of? 

(b) How the sum of Rs. 12 lakhs set apart in 1940-41 budget, for the 
purpose of giving provident fund benefits to the inferior and labour staff 
on the State-managed Railways was distributed? If not, why not? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Railway Board propose to reduce its share of 
contribution from 100 to 75 per cent, on the provident fund deductions 
from all employees and utilise the savings for admitting the members of 
inferior and labour services to the privilege of contributing towards provi¬ 
dent fund? If so, why? 

(d) Since how long have the Railway administrations been paying cent, 
per cent, bonus on the employees’ provident fund deductions? 
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there been any protests against the proposal referred to in 
part (c)? If so, will Government please furnish details thereof? 

(i) Is it proposed to consult the employees likely to be affected, before 
final orders of reduction of the Government’s contribution are passed? 

If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Olow: (a) and (b). Govornna nt expect 
to issue orders in this matter in the near future. 

(c) No. 

(d'j 1916. 

(e) and (f). In view c)f the repl\ to part (e), these questions do not 
arise. 

DiscttAROE OF Staff controlled by the General Manager by the 
Divisional Superintendent, North Western Railway, 

184. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) With refer(*nce to the reply to starred 
question No. 1257 asked on 28rd March, 1939, will the Honourable the 
Railway MeinbiM- be pleaded lo sitate when a reply is likely to be laid on the 
table of the House? 

(b) Is it a fact that certain orders have recently been issued by the 
Railway Board to the General Managers amending the schedule of offi¬ 
cers’ powers, to brinij it into conformity with the rules framed by the Rail¬ 
way Board in their iettcr No. H.-34/U. G. 6, dated the 22nd June, 1935? 
If so, will the Honourable Member please lay a copy of these orders on the 
table of the House? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) The reply was laid on the table 
on the r>th November, 1940. 

(b) No; but the North Western Railway Administration was asked to 
review tlie delegation of powers to inflict penalties to accord with the 
spirit of the rules made by the Governor General in Council and have 
issued certain instructions. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: In clause (b) of my question T have asked 
whether those instructions can be placed on the Uible of the House? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: No, Sir; the Honournble Member's 
question referred to the orders of the Railway Board. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member place the other 
orders also on the table of the House? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: T uill have a look at them and 
consider the matter. 

Retrenchment in the Higher Grade Appointments of Yard Foremen 
AND Yard Supervisors on the North Western Railway. 

185. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to state what was the total number of Yard Fore¬ 
men’s and Yard Supervisors’ posts in various grardes on each division of 
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the North Western Kailway separately on the Ist January, 1939, and let 
October, 1940? 

(b) What are the reasons for decrease, if any, in higher grade sanctions? 
Is this based on any definite principle? If so, which? If not, why not? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Railway Board, under the Director Establish¬ 
ment letter Nos. E.-39/A/113, dated the 4th August, 1939 and 16th Octo¬ 
ber, 1940, addressed to the General Manager, North Western Railway, 
Lahore, proposed to increase the number of higher grade posts in order to 
relieve the block in promotions in grade I? If so, how the policy of re¬ 
ducing sanctions is proposed to be reconciled? 

(d) Do Government propose to take steps to relieve hardship entailed 
on the North Western Railway staff by these retrenchments in higher 
grade appointments? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) I lay on the table of the House 
a statement giving the information available with Government. 

(b) The grades are related to the work attached to them; variations 
in the latter result, therefore, in corresponding changes in the number 
of api>ointnients in the various grades. 

(c) 1 am not prepared to lay on the table correspondence between the 
Railway Board and Administrations, but have no objection to informing 
the Honourable Member that the letters he has in mind did not relate to 
Yard Foremen at all. 

(d) Government are not prepared to admit that the interests of indi¬ 
vidual staff should override considerations of economic management. 


Statement showing the nutnber of Yard Foremen add Yard Supervisors on the various 
Divisions of the North Western Raihoag on 1st January, 1939, and 1st October, 1940. 


Iflt 'Tanuary, 1939. 1st October, 1940. 


i 

Grade 

! 

I Grade 

j Grade 

! 

j Grade 

! 

Grade Grade 

Grade 1 Grade 

Division. V. 

VI. 

1 VII. 

1 VIII. 

V. VI. 

VII. VIII. 

Lahore . . i 

3 

1 

1 

3 


Multan . . j 

1 

1 



1 j .. 

Delhi . . . 

1 

1 1 

[ 2 


1 

1 

Karachi 2 | 


j 


' 

1 

Total 2 

4 : 


1 

4 

l ! 

N * 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I ask if the number of these higher posts 
has been reduced or there lias been a retrenchment in the posts of these 
Yard Foremen? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I have t)ie figures here for Grades 
V, VI, VII and VIIT. There has been a reduction in some of the divi¬ 
sions. 
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Hi. LalchMid ^VfSlnd'. It there is a rw1 .r 

then there will he very slow promotion m!,VT '''ll 

Meuiher what he proposes to do when thoir Honourable 

tneir promotion is barred? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow tv,, . ^ j • 

.h.l do not pmp„. to tnle 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrai: Why not? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: For the reason l then gave. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: The reason is apparent. When these people 
come to a lime when they have got to have their promotion, v\hy should 
they be refused that promotion? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Btcause we eannol accept the 
principle that every time, for administrative reasons, an adjustment is 
made in grades, compensation should be given. 


Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Next question. 


Muslim Railway Officebs in the Railway Boahd proper. 

186. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member be pleased to state: 

(a) how many Muslim Railway officers there were in the Railway 

Board proper in the year 1937; and 

(b) how many there are in 1940? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) Four. 

(b) Three. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: In view of the policy of the Hoiiourahie 
IMember not to appoint any Mussalinans in the Railway Board, is it not 
a fact that no Mussalinans will be left in the year 1942? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I think llie latter part of the ques¬ 
tion was,deleted from the original question; and the first is an entire mis¬ 
representation of fact. T have never expressed any such intention. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it not the policy of the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber not to appoint any Mussalmans in the Railway Board? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: It is not my policy to discriminate 
against any community. 

Grade T Train Examiners on the East Indian ’Railway, 

187. "'Bhai Parma Nand: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to the Minute Sheet No. 0. P. E. 1302-A, dated 1st April 
1940 of the General Manager, East Indian Railway (Personal) and state; 
(a) whether grade I scale 300— 25 —400, is an old grade of Train 
Examiners instituted by the company-managed East Indiaji 
Railway; 

B 2 
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(b) the regulation or authority for the prior sanction of the Eailway 

Board for permitting the staff of the Old Oudh and Kohih 
khand Railway system and the staff appointed on Co-ordi¬ 
nated scales of pay introduced in 1928 after the amalgama¬ 
tion of the two systems to draw the grade 1 pay in scale 300— 
25— 400 j and 

(c) whether the staff appointed after 15th July, 1931, is eligible to 

grade I pay in scale 300—25—400; if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: T have not seen the circular refer¬ 
red to l)y the Honourable Member, but the answ^er to part (a) is in the* 
affirinative and to part (c) in the negative as staff appointed after 15th 
July, 1031, are not entitled to the old scales according to Government’s 
oiffers. 1 have been unable to understand what information is required 
nnd'. i* jairt (b). 

Promotion of a Record Lifter as a Clerk in the Chief Accounts Officb 
ON THE North Western Railway. 

188. ^'Mr, H. M. Abdullah: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways please state whether it is a fact that a record-lifter employed in the 
Chief Accounts Office on the North Western Railway has recently been 
promoted as a clerk, in spite of the fact that all recniitment to clerks' rank 
is made directly? 

(b) [Live there been any instances of record-lifters being promoted as 
clerks like this at a time when regular selection boards are held for direct 
recruitment to clerical grades? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Ves: but the Honourabhi Mem¬ 
ber is incoiTcct in assumi?\g that all recruitment to clerical grades is made 
directly. 

(b) I have no particulars of previous promotions, but the promotion 
referred to in part (a) was made on the recommendation of a Selection 
Board. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: Is a record lifter a person who steals the records ? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: No, Sir. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: Then, what does he do with them? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: He lifts them. 

Increment in the Percentage of Promotions of Routine Clerks nr 

Grade II by the Chief Accounts Officer of the North Western 

Railway. 

189. *Mr. H. H. Abdullah: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways please state whether the Chief Accounts Officer has recently increased 
the percentage of promotions Of routine clerks in grade II, which increase 
had not been made by his predecessors? 

(b) Has this increase had the effect of proportionately reducing the 
number of direct recruits of Muslims and other minority OOiiimunities to> 
the grade of clerks class II? 
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Tbe Honaurable Sir And];9W Clow: (a) Yes, with the sanction of the 
'^General Manager, the percentage was raised from five per cent, to ten 
per cent, which was the figure in force some years ago. 

(b) It has the effect of reducing the reserved vacancies in this grade, 
but not in the office as a whole. 

Report re the Representation of Muswms and other Minority 

COMMUNTTIBS IN THE SUBORDINATE RAILWAY SERVIOBS. 

190. ^Mr. Muhammad Ashar All: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please state: 

(a) the date of publication of the report by Mr. K. M. Hassan on the 

representation of Muslims and other minority communities in 
the Subordinate Railway Services including the Appendix and 
Statistics; 

(b) the cost of that publication; 

(c) the number of copies printed of that publication; and 

(d) how that number of copies of that print w^as disposed of and, if 

no record of the disposal is maintained, the reasons therefor? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) 1982. 

(b) No record is now available of the cost- 

(c) Seven hundred. 

(dj No record is now available; records of this kind are not retained 
permanently. 

Broadcast of Sikh Religion and History by the Lahore, Peshawar 
AND Delhi Broadcasting Stations. 

191. *Sardar Sant Siugh: Will the Honourable Member for Commu¬ 
nications please state: 

(a) for what time during the year 1939-40 (from let April, 1939 to 

Slst March, 1940) the All-India Radio allowed its Lahore, 
Peshawar and Delhi stations to be used for broadcasting Sikh 
religion and history on important Sikh festivals; 

(b) what those days were; 

(c) how many Sikh speakers participated, and what their status in 

life WEB; 

(d) how many poets recited their poems: 

(e) how many such days were given to Miislims and Hindus; 

(f) whether there is any proportion fixed for various communities to 

use all stations on their religious occasions; and 

(g) what was the amount paid to members of each community on 

such occasions? 

The BOQOUXable Sir Andy®W Clow: The information is being collected 
and a reply will be laid on the table in due course. 

Appointment of a Sikh -Opmcer to Officer’s Establishment of the 
Railway Board and its Attached Offices. 

192. Will the Honourable the Railway Member 
please state the njimbcr df vacameies on the officers* establishment of the 
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Railway Board and its attached offices that have been filled since 1st April, 
1940, and, if any Sikh officer has been appointed? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: There have been six permanent 

vacancies and six temporary vacancies (including leave vacancies) in the 
Railway Board and its attached office, the Central Standards Office, since 
the Ist April, 1940. No Sikh Officer has been appointed to any of these 
vacancies. The criteria for appointment to permanent vacancies in the 
Board's office oi^ its attached office are experience, administrative effi¬ 
ciency and technical ability and not the coiiunnnity to which an officer* 
belongs. In the case of temporary vacancies, adminisliative convenience 
has also to be considered. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I know if the; same criteria have been ob¬ 
served in the case of Anglo-Indians, Christians and the Mussalmans? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The same criteria have been ob¬ 
served as regards all appointments in the Railway Board. 

Loss OF Prospects of Guards in Grades I and II by the Abolition of 
Grade IV on the North Western Railway. 

193. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will tfie Honourable the Railway Mem¬ 
ber kindly state the strength of guards grades III and IV, separately, on 
each Division of the North Western Railway in 1929, and how many were 
actually working on each Division? 

(hj Is it a fact that the number of guards in those grades has been 
reduced, and gi’ade II guards have to work in their place? If 'so, are the 
former given any officiating allowance, while so working in the higher 
grades, as is done in other branches of the Railway administration? If not, 
why not? 

(c) Are Government aware that the guards when they entered service 
had natural expectation, subject to general efficiency, to reach the maximum 
of Rs. 210 in grade IV before retirement? 

(d) Is it a fact that grade IV has been totally abolished and the number 
of posts in grade III has been so reduced that a majority of guards cannot 
even expect to reach the maximum of Rs. 115? 

(e) Do Government propose to compens.ate the guards in grade I and II 
for loss of jjrospects? If so, how? If, not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) The information is being se¬ 
cured and will be laid on the table of the House in due course. 

(h) The answer to the first part is in the affirmative and to the second 
part in the negative. As regards the third part, as it is not practicable 
rigidly to demarcate the duties of the various grades of Guards above the 
lowest, no officiating allowance is payable. 

(c) No; it does not appear that they coiifd legitimately have had such 
expectations, as ])romotions from grade to grade were not common in the- 
past. 

(d) The answer to the first part is in the affirmative. As regards the 
second part, Government have no reason to believe that staff suitable for 
promotion cannot expect to reach the maximum of grade III or other 
posts open to them by transfer on promotion from grade HI. 
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(e) Goveninieiifc are satisfied that there has been no such loss in j^ros* 
pects as would justify a scheme of compensation. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May F ask the Itonourable Member in regard to 
the answer to part (c) of (he question whether in the ordinary course of 
doing the work satisfactorily and earning the next grade it is possible 
during the period of service to reach the grade of Ks. 210?. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Will the Honourable Member refer 
to grades by their numbers instead of their pay? It will then be easier for 
me to follow him, as 1 have not the scales of pay here. 


Promotion of Guards Grade II to Guards Grade ITT on the North 

Western Railway. 

194. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Railway Mem¬ 
ber kindly state what is the period laid down on the North Western Railway 
for guards grades II to g(‘l to grad(‘ ITl, or tlie a]»pruxiniate period after 
which the former can reason ibly expect promotion to grade III? What 
has been the rate of ])romotion from grade TI to grade III dtiring the last 
ten years? 

(b) Is any period fixed for promotion of guards from one grade to another 
on the East Indian and the Great Indian Peninsula Railways, and has any 
reduction been made in the number of higher grade appointments of guards 
on those Railways? If not, why has it been done on the North Western 
Railway? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) As regards the first part. no 
period is laid down for promotion of Guards from grade IF to grade III; 
as regards tlie second part, no estimate can he made as it depends on the 
occurrence of vacancies in the higher grade and the suitability of the men 
for promotion. As regards the third part, in the past practically n-' such 
promotions wore made as posts of grade IFI were filled by direct recruit¬ 
ment. Fn June. 1940, however, IG Guai’ds were promoted. 

(1:)) As regards the first part, T am not aware that ar.y period has been 
prescribed by the East Indian and Great Indian Peninsula Railways? or 
that there has been any such abolition of a grade or reduction of posts 
as has taken place on the Nortli Western Railway; the action taken on 
the North Western Railway was based on the special circumstances pre¬ 
vailing there. 

Mr. Lalcband Navalrai: Is there any ratio fixed for direct recruitment 
and for promotions? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The direct recruit meat is limited 
to a maximum percentage. 

Reservation of the Posts of Enquiry Clerks, etc., for Guards with 
defective Vision on the North Western Railway, 

196. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Railway Mem¬ 
ber please state whether Government are aware that (i) guards on the 
North Western Railway have to work for whole nights on duty, while the 
other staff works for the first or second half of a night, (ii) they have to do 
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their writing work in the light of a kerosene lamp with i" wick in moving 
trains, (iii) they have to look out for signals when the train is running at a 
speed of 40 riiiles an hour, and tlie wind strikes straight into their eyes and 
face, (iv) they are exposed to the scorching heat and extreme cold and (v) 
they get poor diet on account of their small pay and irregular liours of duty ? 

(b) Is it a fact that, in the Army, personnel who contract a disease in 
the execution of duty are invalided out with invalid pension, whereas a 
guard is sent out, or his salary is reduced by putting him on some lower 
jobs on account of defective vision? 

(c) Are Government prepared to reserve for such guards the posts of 
enquiry clerks. Platform Inspectors, Luggage Inspectors, Stationery and 
Form Inspectors, Head Ticket Collectors, Head Trains Clerks, Special 
Ticket Examiners, Clerks of Transportation and Rolling Stock Sections, 
etc.? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) (i). Yes. if the trains they 
work so require. 

(ii) Yes, on goods trains. 

(iii) Yes. 

(iv) Being outdoor workers they are (exposed to the weather. 

(v) No. 

tb) TIk? first ]>ar( is in the atfirinativo, Governineut do not consider 
tliat failure in vision in the case of Guards is attnbutable to their duties. 

(c) No, l)oeau.se tin? claims of staff in whose normal channel of pro¬ 
motion the designations specified fall have, to be considered, nor would 
all Guards be suitable for such })Osts. 

Hr. M. S. Aney: With I’eferonce to the reply to part (a) (v) referring 
to the poor diet of these guards, how does the Houourable Member say 
that (liey are not getting poor diet on account of their small pay? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: T was asked whether I was aware 
and my reply was that 1 w'as not aware. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: How' did the Honourable Member say tliat their diet 
was not ])oor and that is not due to their sn)al) f)ay? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: T sinq)ly said, I was not awaie- 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ghettiar: Have tlie Gov(*rnmeiit satisfied 
themselves that there art' jio aeeidenis l>(H*aus(‘ iIk* guards have to work 
throughout nights? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: [ study reports of accidents and 
have not seen any attributed to this cause. 

Non-Observance of the Principle of Sub-letting of Railway ( 'ontracts 

IN THE CASE OF A CERTAIN CONTRACT AT THE OeLHI RAILWAY Sl’ATION. 

196. *Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang: Will the Honourable the Railway 
Member be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware that the Central Advisory 
Board for Railways has laid down the principle that the sub^ 
letting of railway contracts is not permitted; 
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(b) whetlier on the death of the Hindu vendor, the contract which 

got at the Delhi Bajlway Station, 'North 
Western Bailway, was given to his widow who is a 'pardanashin 
lady; • 

(c) whether it is a fact that the General Miniager, North Western 

Bailway, issued instructions about six months ago that the 
fruit contract of either of the two fruit contractors at Delhi 
Railway Station when it fell vacant, should he given to the 
other contractor who was already working; and 

(d) . whether the instructions referred to in part (c) were of general 

application, or for the particular case of Delhi Station of fruit 
contractors, and whether they have been acted upon? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Y^ s. 

(b) and (c). No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May 1 know wiiether it is not a fact that the 
contract at Delhi station is given to a purdhanashin lady on the condition 
that it should be given on suh-coritract to a ])urticular individual whose 
name F do not like to mention? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I believe that the contract was 
given to the firm. The ])ersoi) actually nnniaging it is. 1 believe, the 
brother of the deceased contractor. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: As regards the tinn vvhi(.*h lie iias mentioned 
foi the first time, is it not a fact that this linn was artificially created 
after the death of Dip Chand by the widow who is a purdhanafihin lady. 
It is a bogus tinn. while it is really c ne iinlividnal. Theie lias been a 
good deal of golmaJ which 1 do not want to narrate on the floor of the 
House. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I do not know of any golmal. To 

the best of my recollection, 1 myself have met the lady in (juestion. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: Was the original contract in the name 
of a firm or was it in the. name of an individual? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: \ think it was in the name of an 
individual, but 1 am not certain. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: If it was in the name of an individual, 
how (;an it go to a firm lat( r on? How has th(‘ firm lieen created after 
the death of the original contractor? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 do not kno^\ when the firm was 
created. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan: T understood the Honourable Member 
to say that the contract continues in the name of the firm. Continuation 
implies that it was originally given in the name of a firm and not in the 
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name of an individiial. But the Honourable Member admitted that it 
was given in the name of an individual; if so, how can it continue in the 
nmne of a firm? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: To the best of my recollection, I 
did not use the word ‘continue’. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Will tlie Hojjourable Member make enquiries 
as to whether it was originally given to one Dip Chand and aftemards on 
his death, it was given to his wife a purdhanashin lady on condition that 
a certain man should be employed as her sub-contractor. It was only 
afterwards that she created a firm which is a bogus one. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1'he real point is whether the con¬ 
tractor i< competeiit or not. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Will the Honourable Member make en¬ 
quiries as to whether my statement is correct? 

Mr, M. S. Aney: Does the Honourable Member appreciate the pbint 
of enquiry? I have not been able to do so? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: T have not been able to appreciate 
either. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Cidney: Ts it a fact or not that it is obliga¬ 
tory on Agents of "Railways to advertise for these contracts? Or is it 
within the power of the Agents of the Railways to appoint any contractor 
if he is efficient even without advertising? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: T am afraid T have to ask for notice* 

‘Hours of Employment Reoulatton.s ' tncorporatep in the Fndtan 

Railways Amendment Act, 10.30, not made APPTjrMm.i: to British 

Portion op Jodhpcui Railway. 

197. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railwavs be pleased to state if it is a fact that the provisions of the 
Payment of Wages Act, apply to the staff employed on British Indian 
section of the Jodhpur Railw.ay? If so. why the ‘Hours of Employment 
Regulations’ incorporated in the Indian Railways Amendment Act, 1930, 
have not been made applicable to British portion of Jodhpur Railway? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow; The answer to the first parf is in 
tile affirn)ntive. The an.swer to ;be second part is that (Jovernment have 
nol, vi t (considered the extension of the regulations to such sections. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Should not this section have priority? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I am not sure that such sections 
should ha VO priority. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Why should there be discrimination between 
those who are working on the Indian State Railways and those who are 
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working in the British Indian section? Will not tlj,e former be put to a 
disadvantage? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: We have been pursuing the ijolicy 
gradually of extension of these regulations. There has been always dis- 
crimination between one railway and another. 


UNS^rABBKI) QUKSTrONS AND AN8WKES. 

Issue of certain Instructions for amplification of Hulk 34 of the 
Railway Services (Classification, Control and Appeal) Rules. 

108. Khan Bahadur IKian Ghulam Kadir Muhammad Shahban: 

(a) Will the Honourable Member for Railways be pleased to state whe¬ 
ther any instiaictions have been issued m anipliheatioii of Rule 34 of the 
Railway Services (Classification, (V)ntr<>l and A[)pea]). Ruh^*'. pioviding tor: 

(i) the issue of a charge-sheet on (he eoieplctioD ot the inquiry 

referred to in the latter [)art of Rule 34, in connection with 
charges tlint are proved or are considered proved in the 
inquiry; 

(ii) the accused ofheer having the right of getting co pies of evidence 

and the hndiugs of the Inquiry Committee', either free or 
on paMuent of reasonable charges; 

(iii) the autliority which can issue a charge-sheet and order inquiries 

in allegtitions against : 

{']) class I officers, and 
(2) class I[ othcers, and 

(iv) the personnel of the Inquiry Committee to be of superior status 

to the otlicer whose conduct is under investigation ? 

(h) Jf the reply to part (aj above ho wholly or partly in the aHirinati^^e,. 
will (iovenuiioiit please refer to specific instructions or rules and lay on 
the table of the House copies thereof, if these instructions have not been 
published by Government? 

(C) it the i'ei)ly to part (a) above be w holly or partly in tlie. negative, 
do Government propose to amplitv the rules on the points ret erred to iu 
part (a)? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow; (a) (i) to (iv). No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) (rovtwnment do not eonsider it necessary to amplify the instruc¬ 
tions. 

Instances in which Mandatory Provisions of Rules regulating Dis¬ 
cipline AND Rights of Appeal of Non-Gazetted Employees on the 
North Western Railway were not observed. 

109. Kban Bahadur Mian Gbulam Kadir Miuhammad Shahban: (a) 
Will the Honourable Member for Railways be pleased * to state wdiether 
instances have been brought to the notice of the General Manager, North- 
Western Railway, Lahore, or the Railw^ay Board, in which mandatory 
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provisions ol‘ rules regulating discipline and rights of appeal of non- 
gazetted employees, made by the Governor General in Council and issued 
under the llailway Board letter No. E.-84/li. G./O, dated the 22nd June, 
1935, were not being observed!^ 

(b) Is there any provision in the rules or instructions issued in ampli¬ 
fication thereof, that when proper procedure is not followed, the inquiry 
or proceedings become null and void and should be dropped? If not, why 
1 not? 

(c) Is the Honourable Member aware that such provisions as are 
referred to in part (b) exist in other Government Departments? If 8'>, 
is it proposed to see that railway rules or instructions are in conformity 
with such rules? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a} This is a fnapient rtssertion in 
appeals l)ut il is not usually substantiated so far as my experience goes. 

(h) There is no specific rule nor is such a rule (considered necessary 
as appellate authorities are empowered to decide' if the proposed prcDce- 
dure has been followed or whether the proceedings should be treated as 
null and void 

(c) As far as 1 am aware, such provisions do not exist in other De¬ 
partments. The latter part does not arise. 

Books or Syllabus prescribed for Promotion Courses on State 

Railways. 

110. Bhai Parma Nand: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to rules 14, 19, 24, 29, 84, 86B, 86C (b) and 42 of Appendix 
XXTT of State Railway Establishment Code and state the hooks or syllabus 
prescribed for promotion courses in those rules by the Eastern Bengal, 
East Indian, Great Indian Peninsula and N(^rth Western Kaihvays? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The informatioji regarding the 
North Western and East Indian Railways is contained in the C'alendars 
of the Walton Training School, the Railway Seliool of Transportation, 
Chandausi and the Technical Sclux)!, Jnmalpnr. copies of which are 
available in the Library of the House. 'Fhere are no pronioti(ai or re¬ 
fresher courses cm the Eastern Bengal and Gn'at Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 
ways. 

Circumstances and Conditions under which certain Penalties are to 

BE imposed on Persons ceasing to be Railway Servants. 

HI. Bhai Parma Nand: Will the Honourable Member for Railwayi 
please refer to Rule 680 of the State Railway Establishment Code and 
'state: 

(a) the circumstances and conditions under which any of those 

penalties is to be imposed on a person who ceased t>o be a 
railway servant; 

(b) the rule or authority which provides the imposition of a i^en.uty 

on a person after retirement or on vacation of the Railway 
services; 

(c) the rule under which the penalty “Leave without pay” is to 

be imposed against an earned leave; 
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(d) the rule under which the penalty of reducing a person in railway 

services is to have a permanent effect or to affect more tham 
one lower post, stage or time scale; and 

(e) the rule which provides one month’s notice or pay in lieu of: 

the penalty of removal from service against misconduct? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) Paragraph 680 nf the State 
Pailway Establishment (\3(h^ does not apply to retired railway servants, 
but under certain circumstances the [)asses granted to r(*tired railway 
servants may be withheld. 

(b) As explained in tlie repl\ t(j part (aj the penalties specified in 
paragrapli 680 are not imposabre on retired railway servants. Uailvvay 
servants “on vacation , generallx termed leave, are ticated as in seiwiee. 

(e) A period ol absence without proper authority may he treated as- 
“leave without pay” under paragraph 601 of the State Railwiu Estab¬ 
lishment Code. Action under paragraph 691 does not fall win thin Sec¬ 
tion VII of Chapter XV of the State Pailway Establishment Code. 

(d) Paragraph 696 of the State Itailway Establishment CMe. 

(e) The terms of service agreements executed by Pailway servants. 

Procedure kou Knquiry [nto Chakoes a(jainst Railway Servants. 

112. Bhai Parma Naad: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to rules 686 and 687 of the State Railway Establishment 
eWe and state : 

(a) whether the enquiry by a (E>mmittee into the charges f^r which 

an interval of seven clear days is allowed to submit a written 
explanation, should be made before the imposition of a 
penalty; 

(b) whether a railway servant is entitled to ask a Commiftee to 

enquire into the charges; 

(c) whether the authority issuing the charge-sheet is entitled to-^ 

refuse the request of the railway servant for the enquirv’ by 
a Committee without recording any reasons in writing and 
communicating the same to the railway servant and to 
impose a penalty otherwise; 

fd) whether suspension from service of a railway servant is essential 
for offences for which the maximum penalty is dismissal 
or removal from service, if not, the reasons therefor; and 
(e) the reasons for not providing reasonable facilities for the defence 
against those offences? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) A departmental enquiry is pro¬ 
vided for in circumstances detailed in paragraph 686 (c) and 687 (a) of 
the State Railway Establishment Code. It rests within the discretion of 
the competent authority to decide whether such enquiry shall be con¬ 
ducted by a Committee. 

(b) No. 

(C) With regard to the first part, thete is no rule requiring the com¬ 
petent authority to record the reasons for not agreeing'’ to a committee 
being entrusted with a departmental enquiry; the refusal of the request 
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is naturally communicated to the railway servant concerned. As regards 
the last part, no penalty may be imposed without complying with the 
procedure laid down. 

(d) The Honourable Member is referred to paragraph 690 (2) of the 
State Hailway Establishment Code. 

(e) The question is not understood, Government have no reasons to 
believe that the rules in paragraph 686 (c) in this regard are not being com¬ 
plied with. 

Penalties imposed on Persons in Railway Services, Glasses I and II. 

113. Bhai Parma Nand: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please lay a statement of the penalties imposed on persons in railway 
service, classes I and II, sei^arately, during the preceding three years 
or as far as available? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 can furnisli particulars only of 
penalties imposed by the Government of India or thf? Railway Board. 
These are as follows: 

1938. Class I. Two officers’ services t(‘rminated and one officer’s pro¬ 

motion to senior scale withheld. 

Class II. Nil. 

1939. Class I. One utlicer censured. 

Class li. One officer reverted to his substantive subordinate 
appointment. 

1940 Class J. Two officers' services terminated and one officer cen- 
(to date). siired. 

Class II. One officer’s services terminated and one officer reduced 
to a lower stage in tlie time-scale. 

CiASSEs AND Groups for the Purposes of Vision Tests of certain 

Railway Employees. 

114. Bhai Parma Band: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to Appendix XXVII of State Railway Establishment Code and 
state the classes and groups for the purposes of vision tests of the 
employees engaged as: 

(a) Signallers including Assistant Head and Head Signallers and 

Telegraph Inspectors; 

(b) Assistant Number Takers including Number Takers and Head 

Number Takers and Yard Supervisors; 

(c) Ticket Collectors including Travelling Ticket Examiners or 

Inspectors, Train Conductors and Chief Ticket Inspectors; 
and 

(d) Coaching clerks and Goods clerks including Assistant Commer- 

^1, Commercial and Goods Inspectors, Claims Inspectors, 
Traffic canvassers, Chief Goods Inspectors and Senior Com¬ 
mercial Inspectors? 
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The Honour^* Sir ^diew Glow: l assume tliat the Honourable Mem- 
. desires pnrticukrs for the North Western Railwa,^. These are: 

'juulified for Ah ' ’ . 

nallerSe Head 
urnbertfikers, 

’8. f 

srtakiTs, J 


I- jrwunwa\. xijtise are; 

(a) Signaller8--qUHhfied for Assistant Station Master’s posts A2 

other Signallers, Head Signallers, Telegraph Inspectors C2. 

(b) Assistant Numbcrtaliers, ' 

Nuinhertttkers, 

Head Nuinbertakei 

Xavd Suvetv\9iOts. . XA. 

(^c) and (^d). V\, 


Date 0¥ marii^o Paymlnt to ah Officer of Government' entitled to 
RECEIVE Payments on behalf of Government. 

116. Parma Nand: Will the Honourable Member for Hallways 

please refer to: ^ 

(a) section 142 of the Indian Railways Act, 1890; and 

(b) paragraph 1438 of the State Hail way General Code; and to 

state the date of making payments or remitting money by 
post to an officer of Government, entitled to receive payments 
on behalf of Government? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 'Flie Honourid^le Member’s atten¬ 
tion is invited to Articlr 28 of Civil Aemunt (’ode. Vol. I. and paragraph 
1439 of State Railway (Jeneral Code. The payment of a cheque sent 
by post, which on presentation is honoured, is deemed to be made on 
the date wh(?n the (M)ver containing it is put into the post. 

Erection of a Wall on the South op Moradabad Railivay Station 
Yard, East Indian Railway. 

116. Bhai Parma Nand: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to section 11 of the Indian Railways Act, 1890; and state: 

• (a) the date on which a boundary wall from east to west on the 
south of Moradabad Railway Station yard, East Indian 

Raihvay, off the railway staff quarters, on the mill siding 

was erected and the cost of the said wall; and 
(b) whether that wall has closed all the convenient crossings for 
the population close to railway staff quarters and consisting 
mostly of railway servants? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Enquiries ere being made from the 

Railway Administration and a reply will be laid on the table in due 

course. 


Recognition of the Association op Railway Guards at Lucknow. 

117. Bhai Parma Nand: Will the Honourable Member for Communi- 
'Cations be pleased to state whether the association of the East Indian 
Railway Guards at Lucknow has been recognised by the Railway autho¬ 
rities? If not, what are the reasons for not recognising the association 
which has been registered with the Government under the Government of 
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India’s Trade ynion Act and when the association had agte^d t6 abide 
by the conditions which were offered for recognising it? 

' Tile BDonOurilila Sir Andrew Olow: Ho far as Government are aware, 
this Association has not been recognised by the General Manager, East 
Indian Railway. It is not the policy of the administration or of Govern* 
ment to recognise small unions whose membership is restricted to certain 
categories of staff. 


Orders in force for Promotion of Servants on the North Western 
Railway on a Communal Basis. 

118. Bhai Parma Hand: Will the Honourable Member for Communi¬ 
cations be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the orders in force for 
promotion of servants on the North Western Railway are as follows: 

first sixty vacancies bv Muslims; 

next nine vacancies bv Sikhs and Indian- Christians; but five 
vacancies by Anglo-Indians and Domiciled Europeans; 

and that the nemaining twenty-six vacancies are to be made according 
to seniority irrespective of community? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Olow: No. Promotions are not njade on 
cominuufil eonsiderati(-ns. 


Disallowance of the Privilege of Rent Free Quarters to certain 
Block Mistrtes recruited as Block Matntainbrs on the North 
Western Railway. 

119. Bhai Parma Hand: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
lie pleased to state whether certain Block Mistries were recruited on the 
North Western Railway to the post of Block Maintainers with effect from 
the 1st May, 1931 and afterwards? 

(b) Is it a fact that they were allowed the privilege ot rent free quar¬ 
ters as they were appointed to railway service as Block Mistries prior to 
1st August, 1928, the date from which the revised rules for recovery of 
rents came into effect?* 

(c) Is it a fact that they enjoyed this privilege of rent-free quarters 
till the 31st August, 1931, when orders were issued by the General 
Manager, then Agent, North Western Railway, that such block Main¬ 
tainers as are referred to in part (b) above will have to pay rent? 

(cl) Is it a fact tliat deduction from wages of iRock Main^^iiners on 
this account was maile only on three Divisions, namely Delhi, Karachi,and 
Lahore? If so, why? 

(e) Is it a fact that these men continued to send representations and 
in the letter of the General Manager, then Agent, No. 640-E./104, dated 
the 27th January, 1936, they were told that with the concurrence of the 
Chief Accounts Officer, it had been decided that Block Maintainers whose- 
original appointment was that of a Block Mistry and who was promoted 
as a Block Maintainer, it he had enjoyed the privilege of’ rent-free quar¬ 
ters prior to the 1st August, 1928, the date on which the new' rent rules. 
^«ame into force, would continue io enjoy the privilege as Block 
Maintainers ? 
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(f) Ib it a fact that these very Bl(^k Maintainers refei»ed to in part 

(e) above, have been asked in May this par bo pay house rent for quar¬ 
ters occupied by them? If sa. why, when their case was decided mda 
General Managers letter referred to in part (e) above? 

(g) Were the orders referred to in port (f) issued by or vith the 
approval of the Kailway Board ? If not, is the Honourable Member 
prepared to direct that letter issued in 1936. by the General Manager bo 
lollowed? If not, why not? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Yes. 

(b) \cs. Such of the Block Mistries as were enjoying the concession 
of rent free quarters prior to 1st August, WiS, in a suht.nlivc ca^acBy 
were allowed to continue to enjoy it on tlvir promotion cs Block Main- 
tamers. 


(c) ^o. The practice on the various Divisions in regard to the grant 
of rent free quarters to Block Maintainers promoted from lUoek Mistries 
varied until the issue of the General Manager’s letter or 27th January, 
1936, alluded to in part (e) of the question. 

(d) Yes; as the matter was not referred to the General Manager till 
late in 1936. 


(e) Yes. 

(f) No such orders were issued in May, 1940, but it is presumed that 
the Honourable Member is referring to the orders issued in the previous 
year. If so, the reply to the first part is in the affirmative. These 
orders were issued as on a further examination of the question by the 
General Manager it was held that as the Block Mistries did not enjoy 
the privilege of house allowance in lieu of free quarters they were, under 
the rules, not entitled to rent free quarters on promotion to a subordi¬ 
nate post. 

(g) The reply to the first part is in the negative. As regards the 
second part, orders have been issued restoring the decision of 1936. 


Passes for Van Sorters on the North Western Railway. 

120. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai; (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Van Sorters 
on the North Western Railway are paid a fixed salary of Rs. 80 per 
mensem ? 

(b) Are they entitled to the class of passes on this consolidated pay 
or on the pay in their substantive appointments? If on the latter pay, 
why? 

(©) Is it a fact that for determining class of passes for running staff 
75 per cent, of pay is added to the pay of the employee for determining 
class of passes? If so, why are not Van Sorters allowed passes on 
Consolidated pay of Rs. 80? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Yes. 

(b) They are entitled to passes according to their consolidated pay, 
as long as they continue to work as van sorters. The second part of 
the question does not arise. 

(cj The answer to the first part of the question is in the affirmative. 
The second part does not arise. 
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Eligibility of^^the Night Vision failed Station Masters Group Staff 

FOR CERTAIN APPOINTMENTS. 

121. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will* the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to state whether the night vision failed Station 
Masters group staff are considered for appointments, such as Van Sorters, 
Luggage and Platform Inspectors, Claims, Kates and Sales Inspectors and 
Assistant Inspectors? If m^t, why not? 

(b) What are the subjects in which the following members of staff 
are examined at the Walton Training School, and how the information 
contained in part (f) of the Honourable Member’s reply to starred ques¬ 
tion No. 397 asked on 15th March, 1040, is reconciled: 

(i) Station Masters, 

(ii) Goods Clerks, and 

(iii) Booking Clerks? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) The answer to the first part 
is in the affirmative; the second part does not arise. 

(b) The information is contained in the Calendar of the Walton Train¬ 
ing School, a copy of which is available in the Library of the House. 
The fact that staff are trained in goods and coaching work does not neces¬ 
sarily imply that they are as suitable as staff who, in addition to being 
so trained, have been actually employed on this work. 

Devaluation of Assistant Station Master’s Grades on the North 

Western Railway. 

122. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: With refenmce to the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber’s reply to parts (d) and (e) of starred question No. 482 asked on the 
20th March, 1940, will the Honourable Member for Railways please state 
the result of his examination and place a copy of the orders issued on the 
table of the House? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Olow: The matter is still under exami¬ 
nation. 

Holding in abeyance Orders in respect of certain Bridge Staff 
Memorialists of the North Western Railway. 

123. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to state whether it is a fact that with reference to 
memorials from the temporary bridge staff of the North Western Railway, 
orders were issued by the Chief Engineer, in letter No. 622-E./266, dated 
the 22nd April, 1940, to absorb the memorialists in future vacancies? 

(b) Is it a fact that these orders were issued in consequence of a deputa*- 
tion of the staff interviewing the then General Manager, North Western 
Railway ? 

(c) Is it a fact that these orders were held in abeyance within less than 
a week’s time of their issue? If so, why and who held them in abeyance? 
If it was not done by the General Manager himself, what were the powers 
of Deputies and Assistants in connection with the holding of the orders in 
abeyance ? 
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(d) When are the orders referred to in part (a) likelv to be re-i8ft\ied? 

If not, why not? i \ . 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: 1 have called for information and a 
reply will be laid on the table in due course. 

Policy of making Promotions from amongst Employees of the samb 
Branch on the North Western Railway. 

124. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to state whether it is a fact that promotion to higher 
appointments on the North Western Railway is generally made from 
amongst the employees of the same branch? 

(b) Is it a fact that the General Manager, North Western Railway, 
declared the above as the policy, vide his letter No. 522-E./14, dated 
April, 1939, in reverting a Booking (3erk promoted as a Parcel Clerk on 
Quetta division? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Yes. 

(b) I understand that the letter referred .to by the llonourabl'' Member 
was not issued by the General Manager, but the general practice is as 
stated by the Honourable Member in part (a) of the question. 

Lower Rates of Consolidated Travelling Allowance for Van Sorters 
ON the North Western Railway. 

125. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Will the HoTiourable Member for Railways 
be pleased to state: 

(a) the rates of consolidated travelling allowance for 

(i) old Travelling Ticket Examiners, 

(ii) Special Ticket Examiners, and 

(iii) Van Sorters employed on the North Western Railway? 

(b) If the Van Sorters are paid lower rates, what is the reason for 
this differentiation? Do Government propose to give all employees equal 
treatment? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: 

(a) (i) Those drawing less than Rs. 100 per mensem . Rs. 35 per mensem. 

Those drawing Rs, 100 per mensem but less 
than Rs. 200 per mensem . . . . Rs. 50 per mensem. 

Those drawing Rs. 200 per mensem and over , Rs. 65 per mensem. 

66—4—90 

(ii) Grade-— . Rs. 25 per mensem. 

65—5/2—85 

105—5—140 

Grade__— • Rs. 36 per mensem. 

100 — 10 / 2—120 

Note.— Special Ticket Examiners when dr^iwing Rs. 100 per mensem are given 
Rs. 25 per mensem as consolidated travelling allowance. 

(iii) Rs. 20 per mensem. 

(b) The reason for the lower rate of consolidated Travelling Allowance 
in the case of Van Sorters is that the average amount of touring per¬ 
formed by them is less as compared with the Special Ticket Examiners. 

0 2 
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For this reason and because higher rates of permanent travelling allow- 
BJice were specially sanctioned for old Travelling Ticket Examiners in view 
of the fall in their emoluments on account of the stoppage of mileage 
allowance, Government do not propose to apply a uniform rate. 

Pbeoentaob of Leave Reserve for the Traffic Technical Inferior 
Staff on the North Western Railway. 

126. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to state the percentage of leave reserve for tha 
Traffic Technical Inferior staff employed on the North Western Railway? 

(b) Is it a fact that when a member of the Traffic Technical staff pro¬ 
ceeds on leave without pay, the relief is drawn from the leave reserve sano- 
tioned for this category? If so, why? Does the leave reserve percentage- 
also include provision for leave without pay? If so, how? 

(c) Is it a fact that non-techi.ical traffic inferior staff on the North 
Western Railway are generally not given any casual leave, as a relief is 
required and no leave reserve is employed for them nor can a substitute 
be engaged for casual leave vacancies? If so. what steps do Government 
propose to take to see that arrano:ement8 are made to give casual leave 
freely to this class of staff? If not. why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) The leave reserve for Traffic 
technical inferior staff on ihe North Western Railway varies from 11 to 
25 per cent, in accordance with the requirements of the Divisions. 

(b) Yes, when relief is available from the leave reserve, if relief is not 
available, temporary staff are engaged, if necessary. The leave reservo 
does not normally include provision for leave without pay. 

(c) ^Government have no information about the casual leave enjoyed 
by such staff, but they do not consider any action is necessary as they arft 
satisfied that staff generally obtain the leave to which they are entitled. 

Non-inclusion of Review on the Working of the State Railway IIequ- 

LATioNs re Dismissal of Non-Gazetted Staff in the Railway An* 

MINISTRATION RePORT. 

127, Mr, Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please state the reasons for not reviewing the working on State- 
managed Railways of the regulations regarding dismissals and discharges 
and rights of appeal of non-gazetted Railway servants since June 1931 in 
the Report on the Administration of Railways by the Railway Board sub¬ 
mitted each year to the Government of India? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clowi The Report is not intended to serve 
as a review of regulations of this type, but as a record of the year’s work, 
buch review of the regulations as has taken place is done independently 
and amendments have been made since 1931 as occasion required. 


Limiting of the Railway Refresher Courses to the Age of 46. 

128. Mr Muhammad Azhar All: Will t,he Honourable Member for 
Banwa,^ please r^er to the reply given to unstarred question No. 7. asked 
in this Ifbusu on the Sth November, 1940, and state the reasons for limitinsr 
the refresher courses to the age of 45 when ordinari'r 't is not required by 
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Buie 1'^ Appendix XXII of the State Bailway 'Establialftmeiit Code, and 
also state whetner The (jualification in i^at course beiote the age of 45 is 
not considered ior promotion i£ it occurred alter the age oi 45? 

The Honourable Six Andrew Glow. The first part of the question is not 
understood as the stipulation is laid down in rule 14 quoted by the Hon¬ 
ourable Member. As regards the second part, there is no objection to 
treating the qualification so named as sufficient in suitable cases. 

Numbers and Character of Non-Gazbtted Posts on certain State 

Railways. 

129. Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please refer to the reply given to unstarred question No. 9, asked 
on the 5th November, 1940, and state the source from where the informa¬ 
tion in respect of Eastern Bengal and North Western Railways is avail¬ 
able? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The information will be available 
with the General Managers of the Eastern Bengal and North Western 
Railways. 

Rules governing the Publication of Matters in Railway Gazettes. 

130. Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please refer to the reply given to unstarred question No. 12, 
asked on the 5th November, 1940, and lay on the table of the House: 

(i) the rules governing the publication of matters in Railway 

gazettes; and 

(ii) the list of various media? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (i) Government are not aware of 
any rules. 

(ii) Apart from Railway Gazettes, circulars and notices are used by 
Railway Administrations as required. Besides, the various media open to 
the public such as new'spapers are also available to the Railway staff. 

Procedure of reporting the Work after the Expiry of the 
Probationary Period. 

131. Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please refer to the reply given to unstarred question No. 14, 
asked on the 5th November, 1940, and state: 

(a) the procedure of reporting the work after the expiry of the proba¬ 

tionary period of twelve months; 

(b) how confirmation is made when no report on the work during 

the probationary period or after the expiry of the probationary 

period is forthcoming or made; and 

(c) whether the confirmation is delayed even after the work is 

reported to be satisfactory; if so, how and why? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) No special procedure is laid 
down. 

(b) I am not aware of any case in which no information is available. 

(c) There is frequently an interval, which may arise from various 
causes. 
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Non-Gazetted Railway Servants charged With Offences in the 
Moradabad Division, East Indian Railway. 

132. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for 

Railways please state: 

(a) the class of employees (non-gazetted Railway servants), 

(b) kind of offences charged for, 

(c) nature of enquiry made into those offences, and 

(d) kind of penalty imposed against those offences with the autho¬ 

rity imposing that penalty, 

during the ]jeriod from 1st January, 1939 to 31st Oetober, 19-U), on the 
Moradabad Division, East Indian Railway? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: These particulars are not available 
witli Governnif'iit or tlie Railway Hoard and I rei^ret I cannot undertake 
the colh'ction of the iiiformaiion rtMpiir d by the FTonourable Member. 

Certain ()t\\rterly Statement forwarded by the Divisional 

SUDEIUNTENDENT, MORADABAD DIVISION, ON THE EaST INDIAN 

Railway. 

133. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please refer to the reply given to unstarred question No. 21, 
asked on the 5th November, 1949, and state: 

(a) the number of appeals withheld; 

(b) to whom those appeals were addressed; 

(c) the nature of the penalty against which those appeals were pre¬ 

ferred; and 

(d) the authority which imposed that penalty? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Nine, between 1st January, 
1939 and 30th June, 1940; the return for the quarter ending 30th Sep¬ 
tember, is not yet complete. 

(b) Eight to the General Manager and one to the Chief Commercial 
Manager. 

(c) Eive against removal from service; 

One against recovery of rent; 

One against forfeiture of security deposit; 

One regarding officiating allowance; and 
One regarding accelerated promotion. 

(d) Government have no particulars. 

Calculation op Period of Sick Leave on State Railways. 

134. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please refer to the reply given to unstarred question No. 24, 
asked on the 5th November, 1940, and state: 

(a) the difference between the two forms of certificates, that is, 

sick certificate and certificate recommending leave; 

(b) the necessity of having the said two forms of certificates; and 
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(c) out of those two forms, which is a recommendation by a medi¬ 
cal officer for leave and which is not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) The Honourable Member's 
attention is invited to siib-ruleB (2) and (3) of rule 1 of the ‘General Buies 
governing the issue of medical certificates to non-gazetted railway servants 
applying for leave in India on medical certificate* contained in Part III 
of Appendix VIIf to the State Bailway ICstablishment Code as substitut¬ 
ed by correction slip No. 714, a copy of which is in the Library of the 
House. 

(b) A reference is invited to rules 2 and 6 of the rules referred to in the 
reply to part (a) of the (piestion. 

(e) Both are, in effect, a recommendation for leave, altliongli the former 
merely records the fact of unfitness and its probable duration. 

Notice of a Suit on behalf of Mir Maqbool Mahmood of Amritsar 
against the North Western R ailway. 

135. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for 
Bailways please refer to the reply given to part (a) of question No. 96, 
asked in the Council of State on the 8th April, 1940, and state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Government of India in the Rail¬ 

way Department received in July or August 1940 a letter 
of Notice of a suit under section 80 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure to recover rupees 10,000 (ten thousand) from the 
Central Government as damages for malicious prosecution 
by the North Western Railway Administration, on behalf of 
Mir Mnqbool Mahmood of Arnritsar, Member, Legislative 
Asserahlv, and Parliamentary Secretary, Punjab; 

(b) the action taken on that notice; 

(c) whether the sum of rupees ten thousand has since been paid 

to Mir Maqbool Mahmood; if not, whether it has been com¬ 
pounded ; if so, on what terms; 

(d) whether the sum of rupees ten thousand or tlie compounded 

amount has been recovered from the Railway servant, if 
not, why not; 

(e) the reasons for retaining in service any further of the subor¬ 

dinate on whose conduct the Government of India received 
that notice; and 

(f) whether Government propose to enquire into the conduct, of the 

subordinate concerned by an independent committee / 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: (a) Yes. 

(b) It was forwarded to the North Western Eailway for such action 
as they considered necessary. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) Because the receipt of a notice of this kind is not a different ground 
for doing otherwise. 

(f) No. 
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Trains run through Delhi-Shahdara on the North Western Railway. 
136. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Adi: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please state: 

(a) the number of passenger trains run through Delhi-Shahdara on 
the North Western Railway in each direction, separately; 

. (b) the number of those trains which did stop in each direction at 

that station; 

(c) the minimum and maximum period of stoppage of those , trains 

at that station; 

(d) the daily average third class passenger traffic to and fro that 

station in each direction, separately. 

(e) the daily average accommodation provided for passengers in 

third class compartments of those trains in each direction, 
separately; 

(f) the daily average of third class tickets sold and collected at 

Booking offices and gates of Delhi for those trains in each 
direction, separately; and 

(g) the objection the Railway Administration has in not stopping 

the East Indian Railway’s Running Power of trains in each 
direction at that station? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) 20 Up and 19 Down. 

(b) 14 Up and 13 Down. 

(c) Minimum two minutes; maximum five minutes. 

(d) 

From Delhi to Delhi Shahdara. From L elhi Shahdara to Delhi. 


2,340 


2,437 


(including monthly season tickets, and (including monthly season tickets 

through tickets for S. S. Light and through tickets to S. S. Light 

Railway). Railway), 

(e) Approximately 560 seats per train in each direction. 

(f) At an average, 1,200 tickets are issued daily, in addition to 246 
monthly season tickets and 56 suburban tickets. The daily average number 
of third class tickets collected is about 934. 

(g) All the East Indian Railway trains except their Mails and Expresses 
stop at Delhi Shahdara. It is not the function of fast long-distance trains 
to cater for purely local traffic between stations four miles apart. 


Selection Boards or Committees assembled in Moradabad Division on 
THE East Indian Railway. 

137. Mr, Muhammad Azhar All:. Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please state: 

(a) the number of days during the period from 1st January, 1939, 
to 31st October, 1940, when the selection boards or com¬ 
mittees assembled in Moradabad Division on the East Indian 
Railway; 
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(W t\w number oi officers wbo altcniii*^ l , 

Vi lb. «««ta no.« VT' V* ’ 

committees; and examined by those boards or 

(,d) the average hour of each officer occunied hv iv, u . 
committees for examining each staff ? ^ 


The ^nourable Sir Andrew Glow; Government do not receive any 
reports of meetings of selection boards in Divisions and no record is ordi- 
nanly maintained of the hours taken by them to carry out the duties 
entrusted to them. I regret, therefore, that 1 cannot furnish the parti¬ 
culars required. 


Aooidbnts to Persons at or near Delhi-Shahdara Railway Station, 
North Western Railway. 

138. Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: Will the Honourabh' Member for 
Railways please state: 

(a) the number of accidents to persons at or near Delhi-Shahdara 

Railway Station on North Western Railway during the pre¬ 
ceding three years, or as far as available; and 

(b) the causes of those accidents? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) and (b). Tt is a little difficult 
to reply with precision as opinions may vary regarding the meaning of 
^‘near Delhi-Shahdara station’*; but of the accidents occurring between 
Delhi and Sahibabad in the years 1937, 1938 and 1939, the following are 
regarded by the Administration as falling within the area indicated in the 
question: 

four due to persons committing suicide; 

six due to persons trespassing on the line; 

two due to persons falling or jumping from trains in motion. 

The total is 12. 


CooLY Contracts in Moradabad, Lucknow and Allahabad Divisions, 
East Indian Railway. 

139. Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways please state the terms of cooly contracts in Moradabad, Lucknow 
and Allahabad Divisions on the East Indian Railway? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I have called for the information 
and will lay a reply on the table of the House. 

Indianisation of the Posts of Loco. Foremen and Inspectors on the 

North Western Railway. 

140. Bhai Parma Hand: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please refer to the reply given to unstarred question No. 93, asked on the 
20th March, 1940, and state; 

(a) the number of staff (Indian) qualified in T13 course; 

(b) how many of them have been promoted to the vacancies in Loco. 

Foremen and Inspectors’ grade during the piteceding six 
months; if no one is promoted, the reasons therefor; and 
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(c) whether Government propose to compensate the Indian staff by 
promoting them irrespective of the seniority against the 
block by European grade IV staff; if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Seven. 

(b) As regards the first part, one; the second part does not arise. 

(c) No, as promotions are not made on racial consideration. 

Promotion to Senior Subordinates of Transportat[on Staff and to* 
Senior Subordinates of Loco. Staff. 

141. Bhai Parma Nand: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please state whether it is a fact that promotion to senior subordinates of 
Transportation staff is made by selection? 

(b) Is it a fact that promotion to senior subordinate of Loco, staff is 
made according to seniority? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. These posts also are selection posts. 

Certain Restrictions on Appointments to Subordinate S^jRvrcE Posts 
ON North We.stern Railway. 

142. Bhai Parma Nand: (a) With reference to his reply to unstarred 
question No. 125, asked by Mr. Lulchand Navalrai on the 1st April, 
1940, will the Honourable Member for Railways be pleased to state why 
the inferior staff with the requisite educational qualification appointed 
after the 1st April, 1926, and prior to the issue of the General Manager, 
Lahore, circular letter No. 831-E./48. dated the 13th September, 1938, 
(under which the age limit has been fixed) should not be exempted from- 
the age limit condition on the analogy of the same principle as was adopt¬ 
ed in the case of the staff appointed prior to the 1st April, 1926, as there 
was no such age limit condition for men already in service at the time of 
their appointment and that condition was only introduced in 1938? 

(b) Is it a fact that ea?-military men do enjoy the privilege of joining' 
Railway subordinate service up to 40 years of ace? If so. is it proposed 
to extend the same privilege to departmental inferior servants, who are 
qualified for the subordinate service? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: fa) T would refer the Honourable 
Member to the replies to parts (b) and fc) of Question No. 125 referred to 
by the Honourable Member. 

(b) As regards the first part, Government are not aware that ca;-military 
employees obtain a preference in the matter of the age limit. The second 
part does not arise. 

MESSAGE FROM H. E. THE VICEROY. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I have received the 
following Message from His Excellency the Viceroy: 

*‘Whprp,a.^ hy ifii vntp of the 19t^ Novemhpr^ ihp Leqiplativp. Assembly has 

refused to tnl'p into consideration a Bill entitled a Bill to alter the maximum rates of 
postage under the Indian Post Office Act, 1898, to increase the rates of the taxes on 
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x-mme to« h. 

xncoim imposed by tht Indian Finance Arf ^ 

of the Central Government, and to increL n \ "" «wrc/iarge for the purposes 
compames; ^ increase the rate of super-tax payable 

of th^ provisions of ^ohn, ^^Qness of Linlithgow, in pursuance 

as set out in the Nintl ^ZZe^ll fi r- ^J^^/^^overnmeut of India Act, 

to the Legislative A<<sembi\i tint # / ^^^^'^nnient of India Act, 1936, do rtcommendt 
Assembly that it do pass the Bill in the form hereto annexed. 


New Delhi; 

The 20th Novimbar, VJlfO. 


LINLITHGOW, 

Viceroy and Governor General.' 


the INDIAN FINANCE (No. 2) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance .Member): Sir, 1 move 
for leave to introduce a Bill to alter the maximum lates of 
^ postage under the Indian lh>st Othce Act, hSDH, to increase the 

rates of the taxes on income imposed by the Indian Fin:ince Act, 1940, by 
a surcharge for the purposes of tlie Central Government, and to imu'ease the 
rate of super-tax payalile uy companies, in the form uuvtinmendcd by the 
Governor General. 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Motion naned' 

“That leave be given to introduce a Bill, to alter the maximum rates of postage 
under the Indian Post Office Act, 1898, to increase the rates of the taxes on income 
imposed by the Indian tdnance Act, 1940, by a surcharge for the purposes of the- 
Central Government, and to increase the rate of super-tax payable by companies, in 
the form recommended by the Governor General.'* 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai (Bombay Northern Divisions: Non-Muham¬ 
madan Bural): Sir, I am fully aware that this proi^edure on the part of 
Government is not without precedent. Yet 1 had hoped that some time 
and after the nature of the debate which we listened to during tlie last 
six days a different spirit might possibly prevail in regard to th(‘ working 
of what is called the gift of the Government of India Act. Though it is 
common and commonplace, one is bound to say very respectfudy that 
there are some people who will never learn or unlearn; and if that is the 
attitude that Government adopt, they should have no doubt about the 
nature of the opposition that they find not merely in this House, but 
throughout the country. It was because of actions of this character that 
we felt our presence unnecessary here on which a gorid deal of comment 
has been made. More than that, it was, as Lord Zetland himself pointed 
out, as a token of our attitude towards the matter of this w’ar that as soon 
as information was conveyed to me by His Exccllencv the Governor General 
through the Governor of Bombay that troops were sent as a matter of 
precaution prior to the declaration of war, we thought fit as a matter of 
protest not to attend anv more in this House so that at all events it may 
be known that the meaning of the word ‘consultation’ is not merely intima¬ 
tion. However, Sir, this sorrv history of complete defiance of public 
opinion may be the last, for all T know. But whether it is the last or not 
it is a matter of great regret that standing in my place T should have to 
oppose a motion even for leave to introduce a Bill wdiicb normally and 
conventionally I would not have thought fit to do. You have seen, Sir, 
the opinion of this House reflected in "the manner in which the vote was 
given, apart from those nominated non-officials and mv friends the protec¬ 
tors of Britain, as I say in India, and those friends wLich still think that 
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they will cling to what my friend Mr. Rajagopalachariar called a leaky boat. 
But it is entirely their own choice; I daresay they will continue to do so 
until the fate which is bound to overtake them will take place in due 
course of time. To them I have nothing to say except this that in the face 
of opinion in India they might have acted differently; but after all it is 
for them to consult their own opinions and their own ideas and their own 
policy. 

There is one other thing that I wish to say because my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Jinnah, referred in passing to the question of the political issue 
as it is called and which I see repeated often even in the highest quarters 
from time to time. So far as we are concerned it was, as I repeat again, 
a genuine desire to have the cx)-operation of all the sections of the country, 
•should it commend itself to the British Government to allow us an oppor¬ 
tunity so to do. In fact the question is dead not because we could not 
find means or avenues of co-operation but because the Britisher would not 
accept it. But none the less and notwithstanding the temporary barriers 
which sometimes arise by reason of circumstances in the country,—my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Jinnah, and myself have been associated in a 
profession for a period of over a quarter of a century and otherwise in public 
life since the days of Home Buie,—if any co-operation is needed and such 
an opportunity materialises, we have not the smallest doubt that we shall 
find it forthcoming. 

There is only one other thing which I should like to say and which I 
wanted to say while I was speaking on the Bill but with a view not to 
•exceed my time I did not do so. With reference to what is called this 
voluntary effort there is a letter which was sent to me by Dr. Katju, 
*ea?-Minister of the United Provinces,—a letter addressed to his wife when 
she wanted the lease of a house transferred to her which required Govern¬ 
ment sanction. And this is an official letter written by the Khas Mahal 
Officer of Puri to “Breemati Lachmi Rani Katju”, etc.: 

“With reference to your application of the 30th September, 1940, asking for 
permission for purchasing holding No. 46, in * * district, I have the honour to 

say that before the necessary permission is granted the Collector has to be satisfied 
that the transferee is a suitable person to own a homestead holding in this Khas 
Idahal." 

Now you will see what suitability consists of: 

“With a view to prove your loyalty, I am directed by the Collector to request 
that you will kindly contribute generously to the Orissa War Fund started in this 
district at the instance of His Excellency the Governor of Orissa. Your contribution 
may kindly be sent as early as possible.*' 

Sir Syed Raza All (Cities of the United Provinces: Muhammadan 
Urban): Is the amount mentioned ? 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai: You are thinking of 14 crores. No. 

This is only an instance of many thousands which have come to those 
who belong to my fold, call it good, call it bad, or call it indifferent. And, 
therefore, it is not unnatural that we must feel that notwithstanding the 
propriety of what is wished the actual facts in this country are entirely 
contrary. Sir, in view of these events, in view of the feeling in the country 
in general on which, as I said, barring my five friends all the constituents 
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here represented have given their vote, I feel it right and ju«t to oppose 
the motion which has been made before the House. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
Sir,. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Hahim): Only two speeches, 
are allowed at this stage, one by the Mover and the other by the 
Member opposing. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: Sir, the Leader of the Opposition has taken 
advantage of his privilege to make an attack . . . 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai: No, I did not make any attack. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Baliiin): Attack or no attack, 
the Honourable Member will have to find some other aj)jjropriate occasion 
to reply. 

Sir Oowasji Jahangir: Very well, Sir, T will take another opportunity. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Lahim): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to alt^r the maximum rates of postage^ 
undei the Indian Post Office Act, 1898, to increase the rates of the taxes on income 
imposed by the Indian Finance Act, 1940, by a surcharge for the purposes of the 
Central Government, and to increase the rate of super-tax payable by companies, 
in the form recommended by the Governor General.** 

The Assembly divided: 

AYES-63 

Abdul Hamid, Khan Bahadur Sir. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawab 
Sir. 

Ayers, Mr. C. W. 

Bewoor, Sir Gurunath. 

Bhagchand Soni, Rai Bahadur Seth. 

Boyle, Mr. J. D. 

Bunyad Hussain, Khan Bahadur 
Sayad. 

Buss, Mr. L. C. 

Caroe, Mr. 0. K. 

Chaudhury, Maulvi Abdul Halim. 

Chettiar, Dr. Rajah Sir S. R. M. 

Annamalai. 

Clow, The Honourable Sir Andrew. 

Daga, Seth Sunderlal. 

Dalai, Dr. K. D. 

Dalpat Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Captain. 

DeSouza, Dr. F. X. 

Dumasia, Mr. N. M. 

Frampton, Mr. H. J. 

Ghuznavi, Sir Abdul Halim. 

Gidney, Lt.-Col. Sir Henry. 

Griffiths, Mr. P. J. 

Gwilt, Mr. E. L. C. 

Ikramullah, Mr. Muhammad. 

Imam, Mr. Saiyid Haider. 

Ismaiel Ali Khan, Kunwar Hajee. 

James, Mr. F. E. 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar Sir. 


Jehangir, Sir Cowasji. 

Kamaluddin Ahmed, Shamsul-Ulema. 
Kushalpal Singh, Raja Bahadur. 
Laljee, Mr. Husenbhai Abdullabhai. 
Lawson, Mr. C. P. 

Maxwell, The Honourable Sir 

Reginald. 

Miller, Mr. C. C. 

Mody, Sir II. P. 

Muazzam Sahib B?hadur, Mr. 

Muhammad. 

Mudaliar, The Honourable Diwai^ 
Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami. 
Mukharji, Mr. Basanta Kumar. 

Ogilvie, Mr. C. M. G. 

Ormiston, Mr. J, F. 

Pillay, Mr. T. S. S. 

Rahman, Lieut.-Col. M. A. 

Raisman, The Honourable Sir 

Jeremy. 

Scott, Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Shahban, Khan Bahadur Mian 

Ghulam Kadir Muhammad. 
Sheehy, Mr. J. F. 

Sivaraj, Rao Sahib N. 

Spence, Sir George. 

Staig, Mr. B. M. 

Thakur Singh, Captain. 

Tyson, Mr. J. D. 

Zafrullah Khan, The Honourable Sir 
^uhammad. 

Zaheer, Mr. Saiyid Hasan. 
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Abdul Qaiyum, Mr. 

Abdul Wajid, Maulvi. 

Abdur llasheed Chaudhury, Mau|vi. 
Alley, Mr. M. S. 

Asaf Ali, Mr. M. 

Ayyangar, Mr. M. Ananthasayanam. 
Banerjea, Dr. P. N. 

Chaiiha, Mr. Kuladhar. 
Chattopadhvaya, Mr, Amarendra 
Nath. 

Chaudhury, Mr. Brojendra Narayan. 
Chettiar, Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam. 
Ciietty, Mr. Sami Vencatachelam. 
Chunder, Mr. N. C. 

Daga. Seth Sheodaas. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Datta, Mr. Akhil Chandra. 

Desai, Mr. Bhulabhai J. 

De.shmukh, Dr. G. V. 

Deshmukh, Mr, Govind V. 

•Gadgil, Mr. N. V. 

Govind Das, Seth. 

Gupta, Mr. K. S. 

Hans Raj, Raizada. 

Hegde, Sri K. B. Jinaraja. 

Hosmani. Mr. S. K 
Jodhe, Mr. K. M. 

Jogeiidra Singh, Sirdar. 


Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Kailash Bihari Lai, Babu. 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. D. K. 
Lalchand Navalrai, Mr. 

Maitra, Pandit Lakshmi Kanta. 
Mangal Singh, Sardar. . ^ 

Manu Subedar, Mr. 

Misra, Pandit Shambhu Dayal. 
Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi, Qazi. 
Pande, Mr. Badri Dutt. 

Parma Nand, Bhai. 

Raghubir Narayan Singh, Choudhri. 
Ramayan Prasad, Mr. 

Rao, Mr. M. Thirumala. 

Reddiar, Mr. K, Sitarama. 

Saksena, Mr. Mohan Lai. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Santhanam, Mr. K. 

Satyamurti, Mr. S. 

Sham Lai, Lala. 

Sharma, Pandit Pynrn Lai. 
Shrivastava, Babu Hari Saran 

Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Gauri Shankar. 

Singh, Mr. Ram Narayan. 

Siiiha. Mr. Satya Narayan. 

Sri Prakasa, Mr. 

Subbarayan, Shrimati K. Radha Bal. 


The motion wus negatived. 


THE EXCESS PROFITS TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill to amend the Excess Profits Tax Act, 1940, be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of Sir Cowasji Jehangir, Sir Horn! Mody, Mr. F. E. 
James, Mr. E. L. C. Gwilt, Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan, Sir Syed Raza Ali, Dr. 
Sir Ziauddin Ahmad, Mr. M. S. Ancy, Sardar Sant Singh, Mr. J. F. Sheehy, Mr. 
C. W. Ayers, Rao Sahib N. Sivaraj and the Mover, with instructions to report on 
or before the 25th November, 1940, and that the number of members whose presence 
shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the committee shall be five.” 

Sir, this Bill proposes no change of principle in the Act, but it is merely 
concerned with correcting certain hardships and removing certain anomalies 
which experience has shown are likely to arise in the working of the Act 
as it stands. Some of the clauses are purely machinery clauses, for 
example, clause 7, which rectifies the omission in section 26 to provide for 
the manner in which and the time limit within which applications may be 
made under that section to the Central Board of Revenue. Other clauses 
are designed to correct disharmonies in the existing provisions. A clause 
in point is clause 4 (or) »which provides that in the case of a change of 
ownership or of an amalgamation of businesses, the successor, who is to be 
treated in tlie computation of his standard profits or average capital as if 
there had been uo change of ownership, should also receive, as was origi¬ 
nally intended, the same allowance for depreciation of plant, maebinerv 
and buildings as would havjg been allowed to his predecessor had he 
continued in his business. 
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Other clauses, perhaps tlie most important, are intended W secure that 
the comparison of the profits of a chargeable accounting period with those 
of the standard period, which is the essential basis of the tax, shall be a 
feir one. An example of this class is that of clauses 4 ih), (c) and (d) 
which give power to the Excess Profits ^ax Officer to make such proper 
modifications in the case of changes of ownership in computing the profits ' 
or average capital either for the standard period or a chargeable accounting 
■'^)^6d , as will secure a fair comparison. I mav remark here that this 
provision may operate equally to the advantage of the assessee or of the 
revenue .... 

Mr. T, E. James (Madras: European): Always? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: No, Sir. 

Another, clause («), provides that interest or salaries payable abroad 
which have been included in profits for incom{3-tax ])urp()ses shall be 
excluded for excess profits tax purposes. As this income-tax provision 
has been in force only since 1930-40, it would clearly be unfair to compare 
profits including such items with the profits of a standard period when there 
was no corresponding inclusion . . . 

Sir Oowasji Jahangir (Bombay City: Non-Muliammadan Urban): Unfair 
to whom? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Unfair to the assessee. 

Clauses 6 (in) and 8 (c) correct definite flaws in the Act which it has been 
found would operate to the detriment of the assessee. The first of these 
clauses provides for the allowance, in computing profits for income-tax and 
super-tax purposes, of all excess profits tax payable on those profits in 
British India or elsewhere. The Act, as it stands, allows foreign excess 
profits tax only to the extent to which the profits charged actually arose 
in another country, with the result in some cases that the taxation of a 
concern’s excess profits would be at a rate in the aggregate of considerably 
more than 100 per cent. 

The second of these clauses proposes to correct an unforeseen anomaly 
in the operation of Rule 7 of the First Schedule to the Act. That rule, in 
the case of director-controlled companies, disallows anv excess of the 
directors’ remuneration for a chargeable accounting period over that for 
the standard period, but provides for no adjustment where the remuneration 
of the chargeable accounting period is less. The proposed amendment will 
secure that only the excess remuneration, if any, over the whole duration 
of the tax is disallowed. 

Although in the Notes on Clauses attached to the Bill and in the 
explanatory examples that T have just given the amendments appear to be 
matters of relative simplicity, they are in fact matters of some technical 
difficulty and their phrasing needs careful correlation, with the wording of 
the sections and rules which they are designed to supplement or amend. 
For that reason I recommend to this House that the Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee in order that the House mav have the benefit of their 
careful and detailed consideration of its provisions. Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim'): Motion moved: 

*'That the Bill to amend the Excess Profits Th^c Act. 1940, be referred to » 
Select Committee consisting of Sir Cowasji Jehangir, Sir Homi Mody, Mr. F. E. 
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Jametr, Mr. E. L. C. Gwilt, Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan, Sir Syed Raza Ali, Dr. 
Sir Ziauddin Ahmad, Mr. M. S. Aney, Sardar Sant Singh, Mr. J. F. Sheehy, Mr, 
C. W. Ay^rs, Rao Sahib, N. Sivaraj and the Mover, with instructions to report ori 
or before the 25th November, 1940, sfihd that the number of members whose presence 
shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the committee shall be five.'* 

Mr. F. £. James: Sir, I wish to support the motion to refer this Bill 
to a Select Committee. I think I did not hear the name of my old friend^ 
Sir Abdul Halim, on this Committee, because he is a member, if the 
Honourable Member will remember, who has had more accurate informa¬ 
tion about the standard period. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Post-prandial period. 

Mr. F. E. James: I think they are one and the same thing. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I understand he has to attend a 
wedding. 

Mr. F. E. James: I take it that there is a standard period between the 
two functions. There are three points which T should like to touch upon. 
The first relates to the new amendment in clause 8 (c) of the Bill which 
adds a new sub-section after sub-section (B) of section 26 of the Act. That 
sub-section refers to applications to the Central Board of Revenue to grant 
relief in special cases. It only allows a period of one month from the date 
on which the order of the Board of Referees has been communicated to 
the assessees, w*ithin which the application must be made. It is a small 
point. The period is too small and I hope that the Honourable Member 
will consider an extension of that period. The second point relates to 
clause 9 (d) of the Bill. It inserts after rule 10 of the schedule, a new 
rule No. 11. This appears to drive a coach and four through the principle 
of the second proviso of rule 10 of the schedule. If Honourable Members 
will turn to the Hirst Schedule of the original Act they will find that the 
first proviso to rule 1 provides. 

“Provided that where the profits during any standard period have already been 
determined for the purpose of an assessment under the Indian Income-tax Act, 19^, such 
profits as so determined, shall, subject to the adjustments required by this Schedule, 
be taken as the profits during that period for the purpose of excess profits tax." 

Now, this amendment gives power to the excess profits tax officer iO' 
vary this principle where he does not consider that the deduction re¬ 
presents a sum reasonably and properly attributable to that accounting 
period. That is a very important power which is sought to be placed in 
the hands of the excess profits tax officer. As I interjected in the course 
of my Honourable friend’s remarks in introducing the Bill, our experience 
is that the benefit of the doubt iv not given to the assessee. I am sure 
that the excess profits tax officer will follow the long . traditions of the 
Income-tax Department in this regard. Therefore, we are a little suspi¬ 
cious on that particular point. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan): What is that long tradi¬ 
tion? 

Mr. F. E. James: That the assessee does not get the benefit of the 
doubt, where there is a doubt in these matters. There is also one other 
qu^-ion which arises out of this, but I need not trouble the House with it, 
that can he discussed in the Select Committee. The third point is this. 
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I understand that according to this Bill, section 26 of the Act is being 
somewhat extensively amended. Section 26 of the Act made a very use¬ 
ful provision for an appeal to the Central Board of Eevenue to grant relief 
in special cases. I remember, when we argued this clause at the time of 
the Select Committee on the original Bill, that we put before Government 
the cases of oil companies for example, or similar companies in connection 
with which there might have to be large payments for the right to exploit 
the land, to get oil out of the land or to mine the land, in the case of coal 
mines. I understood that section 26 of the Act as it stood would enable 
a business worldng on a wasting asset, w'here there was no depreciation 
allowance on that wasting asset itself, to go direct to the Centi*al Board of 
Revenue with the request that it was a special case and that in that instance 
there should be some modification of the statutory percentage, 

Mr. J. F. Sheehy (Government of India: Nominated Oflicial): Is it the 
Honourable Member’s suggestion that we are in this Bill cutting down the 
powers given to the Central Board of Revenue under section 26? There is 
no intention whatever of doing so. 

Mr. F. E. James: I entirely acquit the Government of any intention 
of that kind, but as we are amending section 26 I should like to know w'he- 
ther the class of case that has been covered in the English Finance Act is 
‘Covered by this particular section. 

Mr. J. F. Sheehy: Yes. 

Mr. F. £. James: [ would like to put it a little more specifically. My 
Honourable friend knows better than I do that section 13 of the Finance 
Act CNo. 2), 1940, in the United Kingdom contains an arrangement by 
means of which a larger standard profit can be fixed for classes of business- 
os consisting, for example, in the getting of minerals or oils from any mine, 
oil well, or similar natural source of a wasting nature. The fixation of the 
standard profit in such oases is entirely a .matter for the Board of Referees. 

Mr. 0. W. Ayers (Government of India: Nominated Official): With a 
limitation of four per cent. 

Mr. F. E. James: In this country there is no such provision. What I 
want to be made clear is as to whether section 20 of the Act, as it is now 
w’orded, would give such an assessee the right to go to the Central Board 
'Of Revenue, argue the case and get a larger statutory percentage? 

Mr. C, W. Ayers; Yes, alleging the fact that the working of the wasting 
asset is a special circumstance. That would be accepted as a special cir- 
'Cumstance. 


Mr. F. £. James: So that in that case, I take it that Government do 
not consider that it is necessary at this stage to put in a specific reference 
to this particular class of business, and that it will fall within the general 
Hiescription which is now contained in the provisions of section 26 of the 
Act. 
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Mr. 0. W. Ayers: Definitely. The question was considered and we 
came to the conclusion that the power under section 26 is already much 
wider than in the United Kingdom and there is no need to cover the specific 
case. It is already covered. 

Mr. F. E. James: That was certainly the intention of the Select Coin* 
mittee, and, I understood, of the Government and I am very glad to hear 
that that point is already covered. I have no more remarks to offer and 1 
support the motion. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: I have no remarks to make on the Bill itself, 
except to congratulate the Finance Member on being able to move these 
important money Bills in i^iping times of peace. We have had a little 
storm but luckily he will move these measures, as I have said, in piping 
times of peace. I trust that notwithstanding these times he will give due 
consideration to what we have to say. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I made it clear during the Ses¬ 
sion in which the original Excess Profits Tax Bill was dealt with that I 
was prepared to give due consideration all points of substance and equity 
which were brought forward and T think the Honourable Member then 
agreed that I had given due consideration. That will remain my attitude. 

As regards the points touched on by my friend, Mr. James, it is clear 
that points of that nature cannot be usefully discussed in the full House 
and they indicate the desirability of a Select Committee on this Bill. Those 
points will be fully consivlered in the Select Committee. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The question is: 

“That the Bill to amend the Excess Profits Tax Act, 1940, be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of Sir Cowasji Jehangir, Sir Homi Mody, Mr. F. E. 
James, Mr. E. L. C. Gwilt, Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan, Sir Syed Raza AH, Dr. 
Sir Ziauddin Ahmad, Mr. M. S. Aney, Sardar Sant Singh, Mr. J. F. Sheehy, Mr. 
C. W. Ayers, Rao Sahib, N. Sivaraj and the Mover, with instructions to report on 
or before the 25th November, 1940, and that the number of members whose presence 
shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the committee shall be five.” 

The motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN RAILWAYS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow (Member for Railways and Com¬ 
munications) : Sir, I move: 

‘‘That the Bill further to amend the Indian Railways Act, 1890, be referred to 
a Select Committee consisting of Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad, Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, 
Mr. G. V. Deshmukh, Khan Bahadur Mian Ghulam Kadir, Muhammad Shahban, 
Mr. J. Ramsay Scott, Mr. B. M. Staig and the Mover, with instructions to report 
on the opening day of the next Session of the Assembly, and that the number of 
members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee 
shall be four.” 

With your permission, Sir, I wish to substitute “four” for “five”, 
in view of the numbers of the committee. 

I do not think I need argue in this House on the genenal principle 
of taking all measures that are reasonable to check this serious abuse of 
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ticketless travel. I am aware that outside the House there are those 
who thank that they ought to be allowed to travel free, even to a football 
match, and that gentlemen who happen to wear or to put on for the 
occasion a religious robe ought to be allowed to travel free. But 
I do not think that either of these suggestions will ai)peal to Hon¬ 
ourable Members of the House who, 1 am sure, recognise the 
wisdom and the soundness of. doing what we can to ensure that railways 
are paid for the services they render. Nor need I dwell on the serious¬ 
ness of the evil. The ticketless traveller is everywhere a}id in .spite of 
various measures taken on many railways his numbers do not show any 
great tendency to decline. The aggregate amount of which Ihe railways, 
that is, in the end the honest travellers and the taxpayer are deprived 
in a year must run to very large surms. 1 would take it then that the 
principle is granted and the question that remains is what measures can 
suitably be taken to cheek the evil. 

Four years ago, a Bill was introduced in this House by my Honour¬ 
able friend, the Leader of tlie House, which had the same purpose as 
this Bill—the checking of ticketless travel. It evoked a large amount 
of controversy and I think I am right in saying that the controversy 
was focussed on two points. In the first place, it proposed to alter the 
burden of proof in respect of a ticketless traveller. The traveller might 
be called upon to show that he did not travel with intent to defraud. 
In the second place, it conferred a power of arrest without warrant by 
railway servants of pei*sons travelling without tickets. Neither of these 
provisions will be found in the present Bill. 1 should like to make it 
clear that they are omitted not because the (lovermnent consider them 
mistaken but because we are anxious to meet as far as we can the mis¬ 
givings and doubts whieJi were expressed in this House on that occasion 
and because we entertain the hope that if this much more modest pro¬ 
posal is accepted, we can do a great deal to check the abuse. I am 
myself convinced after some study of the question that this is not merely 
a matter of amending tlie law and that we cannot put the whole blame for 
tieketless travel on defects in the law. It is also very largely a ques¬ 
tion of administration and if the House consents t(' the proposals now 
before it, I shall do my best to see that we do not let the case go by 
default ow’ing to defective administration of the law as amended. 

Let me then come to the actual provisions of the Bill. Put briefly 
they aim at enhancing the penalties for ticketless travel. We desire 
to put up substantially the maximum possible penalty in cases of proved 
fraud, that is, where a man, without any change in the existing law aa 
regards the burden of proof, has been proved to have travelled with in¬ 
tent to defraud the railway. The maximum penalty we have put at the 
same level as the penalty for the least aggravated form of cheating in 
the Indian Penal Code and I hope the House will agree that the man 
who endeavours to cheat the community deserves no less punishment 
than the man who endeavours to cheat an individual. 

In the second place, we have enhanced for some cases the penalties 
for ticketless travel where fraud is not proved. The existing penalties 
date from 1890, when the value of money was rather different from what 
it is today and if the Honourable Members care to examine them, they 
will find them in certain respects anomalous. The man who has deprived 
the railway of five rupees suffers no severer penalty than the man who 
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deprives the railway of one rupee and, in some cases, the man who has 
brought the fact that he has not got a ticket to the notice of the autho¬ 
rities at an early stage suffers just as severely as the man who has 
omitted to do so. The enhancements in the penalties are, 1 submit, 
reasonable and will act, 1 hope, as a deterrent to the practice of for¬ 
getting to take a ticket. VVe have also made it clear that in the event 
of failure to pay the dues to which a passenger is liable under section 
113, he may be subjected to a short term of imprisonment. The Act as 
it now stands says that the sum is recoverable “as if it were hne'’. 
There was a ruling of a High Court in the old days that permitted the 
imprisonment of the man who failed to pay but ail the more recent 
rulings 1 have seen are in the contrary sense. It is a reasonable that 
we should treat this as a fine and that the man who does not pay the 
iiiie should be subject to the sanic penalties as the man who fails to pay 
fine of a different character. 

The remaining provisions are extremely simple; tlicy relate to the 
power of ejectment, which I do not think was seriously contested even on 
the previous Bill and to a very minor amendment of what is obviously an 
error in the law. The Bill is, Sir, on the whole so straightforward that 
jat first my motion today was set down for its consideration at once in 
this House. |3ut 1 found that Members of influential Parties felt that 
it would be useful to have the Bill examined by a Select Committee 
•before it was enacted and 1 iiavc, therefore, altered my motion so as to 
secure a small Select Committee which will 1 hope be able to report before 
we meet for the opening -Session of 1941. Sir, i move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): Motion moved: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Railways Act, 1890, be referred to 
a Select Committee consisting of Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad, Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, 
Mr. G. V. Deshmukh, Khan Bahadur Mian Ghulam Kadir, Muhammad Shahban, 
Mr. J. Kamsay Scott, Mr. B. M. Staig and the Mover, with instructions to report 
.on the opening day of the next Session of the Assembly, and that the number of 
members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee 
.flhall be four.” 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Qhani (Tirhut Division: Muhammadan): 
'Sir, I have given notice of a motion “that the Bill be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st March, 1941”, but with 
your permission 1 want the date to l)e changed to the 31st January. 
;Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
,31st January, 1941.” 

Sir, the Honourable Member in charge of the Bill, while accepting 
my motion in substance, has just mentioned that he proposes that the 
Select Committee will submit its report before the next Session so that 
the measure may be taken up during relaxation. Now my circulation 
motion will achieve the same object and at the same time the public 
will have their say on the provisions of the Bill, because the provisions 
•directly relate to the public who will be the sufferers and at the 
;same time the date for eliciting opinion will be by the 31st of, 
January,—and the Session I think, will commence from early in Febru¬ 
tary, so that this measure can be referred to a Select Committee early 
•enough and during the Session the measure may be passed by March the 
:3l8t so that it may have effect from the new financial year. Sir, my 
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main objection is that the Government wants that instead of a punish¬ 
ment of a fine of 100 under section 112 of the Indian Railways Act, 
1890, they want to insert the provisions “or imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to one year or”. I fail to understand what imprison¬ 
ment will brin^ to them. A fine will bring to them money and it will 
add to the public exchequer, whereas the imprisonment will not bring 
them anything, and 1 do not find that tliere is any parallel to this in 
any other country. I wonder why officials here are so fond of having 
people imprisoned. Sir, the Honourable Member in charge of the Bill 
should first of all, in the interest of the public, abolish the system of 
granting free passes. I think it will bring hijn about a crore of rupees. 
1 believe, as was pointed out also sometime ago, that thure is an enor¬ 
mous amount spent by tlie Railwn's on account of issuing fiee passes to 
the railway employees. Sir, ibis i., a novel procedure. No other em¬ 
ployees of any other Department either of the Cio\eminent of India or 
of the Provincial Governments get any such benefit and 1 fail to under¬ 
stand wliy these people should become the ehosen jx ojle of the country 
or of the State; and 1 say, without fear of contradiction, tliat after 
abolishing the issue of free passe.s, the amount which is left unrealized 
by some persons travelling without a ticket will he compensated, or 
there will be a very little amount left unrealised as a receipt tnd I think 
that the public should he consulted on the point of their punishment 
being a fine of one hundred rupees or one year's imprisonment Besides, 
there are other provisions in this Bill which require the eliciting of the 
opinion of the public. Sir, in the meantime it will serve both the pur¬ 
pose of having public opinion and also of referring it to a Select Com¬ 
mittee. With these words I move my motion. 

M)r. Ihresident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahin)): Motion moved: 

“That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
Slat January, 1941.” 

Mr. Lalchand Kavalrai (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Sir, I was a 
party to that former Bill when it was discussed in this House,— 

4 p.m. ^ “party” in the sense that I had taken part in the discussions- 
that took place then. I won’t do that now, because I know what the fate 
will be even if 1 speak for three days. Sir, that Bill, when it came before 
the House as it was put in by the Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah 
Khan who was then in charge of the Railways, was considered in the 
House to be not only unpopular, but most drastic. No doubt that Bill 
went to the Select Committee, but it was not proceeded with much furthe:*. 
The points that were raised at that time, the difficulties that were pre¬ 
sented to the House, and the drastic nature of the Bill were considered at 
cooler moments and the Bill was shelved and not proceeded with any 
further. Four years elapsed, and it was considered that the Bill had died 
its natural death. But now that the Honourable Sir Andrew Clow has 
come in office, he has softened the provisions of the Bill to some extent 
and brought it before the House to be passed. He was so sure of its 
passage in the beginning, that he did not even propose that it be sent to 
the Select Committee. Subsequently, perhaps on some pressure being 
brought by some of the Honourable Members, or may be that he thought 

that the Bill was very drastic in the matter of punishment, he thought 

that he should have the opinion of Members whether it is at all neces- 

sary that the punishments should be so harsh and severe. In my humble 
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opinion, a Bill like this is not at all necessary. Seeing that the 
Eailwa;ys are a commercial concern, it would simply make them 
unpopular if you wore to provide such a harsh punishment for persons who 
are travelling without tickets and who for such a long time have not been 
subjected to that punishment. The railways are already suffering on 
account of competition by motor buses. Therefore, they should show to 
the public that they are not proceeding in any manner which is unrea¬ 
sonably harmful to them. On the contrary, if they deal with the public 
in the right manner, they will get more money, and the railways will 
become a more earning concern. What we find is this, that by a Bill like 
this the liailway is going to show that there are ticketless travellers who 
should be strictly dealt with. This is the case all over the world. Nobody 
can deny it. Therefore, the making of such enactments is not right. In 
the first place, we know who are travelling without ticket. The Honour¬ 
able the Railway Member would admit it himself that most of these persons 
are beggars and indigent people or religious mendicants. (Interruption 
by Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidnev.) The Anglo-Indians are the biggest 
sinners in the matter of ticketless travel on railways. They are railway 
servants, and they take the utmost advantage of their position. 

When we know that the class of people who are guilty in this respect 
are generally persons who are not travelling because they intend to defraud 
the railways, but because they are helpless, Government ought to make 
some arrangement for their travel, or there ought to be some correction 
houses for them to live in. When Government have been able to make 
such arrangements, then only can they come forward with Bills like this. 
Then, Sir, I do not blame these persons so rniuh as I blame the Railway 
Department itself. The Railway Department has not taken proper pre¬ 
cautions to see that these beggars or indigent persons who travel without 
tickets do not enter the platform or tjie trains. At several stations they 
have no fencing at all. They have open doors at .several stations. There¬ 
fore, first put your own house in order, and then take the proper precau¬ 
tions. You can then come to this House and say that in spite of all 
those precautions, you have failed to achieve the object, and, therefore, 
you want an enactment like this. Now, Sir. it is a fact that the railway 
servants are mostly responsible for this ticketless travel and they allow 
their own relatives and friends to do the same. Therefore, the burden 
cannot be thrown on the public. 

Now, Sir, it will be much better if I were to speak with some autho¬ 
rity to show that no proper precautions are taken, and it is because of 
that that we find ticketless travellers in the railways. On that point, 
Mr. K. C. Ghosh, the Special Railway Magistrate, Howrah, while pre¬ 
siding over the All-India Railway Magistrates Conference on the 10th 
instant, said something, and I would like to read out his words to the 
Rouse. Referring to the causes of the evil of ticketless travel, Mr. Ghosh 
said; 

The growing poverty of the masses was undoubtedly a factor, apart from criminal 
propensity or moral depravity.” 

Now, if there is no moral depravity and no criminal propensity why 
do you want tn send such men to the jail? 


The Honoiwable Sir Andrew Clow: If I caught the quotation correctly. 
Mr. Ghosh did not say that there was no criminal propensity or moral 
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depravity, but that apart from those things there was another factor. 
That was his opinion. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: I am coming to that. 1 was going to say 
that this is one of the reasons he has given and I agree wdth him there. 
Sir, I have said that the Hailways should take proper precautions to see 
that tliese persons do not get into the trains. They can get into the 
trains only from the platforms; they cannot enter into the running trains. 
Or it may be that out of compassion the railway servants allow them to 
travel. In that case, is it right that you should catch them at the next 
station and send them to jail? Mr Ghosh goes on to say:A 

“But the outstanding cause, in his opinion, was the slackness and inefficiency of 
the checking staff who should be much more alive to their responsibility." 

Sir, you must create responsibility hrst before sending people to jail, 

1 admit that in the former Jhll which wa.-s before the House, the burden 
of proving fraudulent travelling was placed upon the accused. It w’as 
shown that that w^as against fundamental laws and rules and there was 
great objection raised with regard to burden of proof. In every case the 
burden of proof always lies on the prosecution. Now, Sir, so far as that 
portion of tlie Bill is concerned, of course it has been reinovtd, but the 
Honourable Member disputes they have not deleted that portion for the 
above reasons. The intent, however, is that severe punishment be 
provided. The question of fraudulent travelling is in practice lightly 
treated. What is being done usually in Courts is not that they are 
going to show' by any circumstances that a man has fraudulently entered 
the train. They go into Court and say, “he had no ticket and he had 
been caught”. Tlie magistrate accepts that it was fraudulent and that he 
was cheating the railway in the sense that he had not paid any fare. In 
that case, what I would submit is that it is so easy in practice. Of 
course it is very difficult to prove fraud otherwise. There should be strong 
evidence to prove; otherwise there wull be no difference between section 
113 and section 112. No doubt the w'ord “fraudulently” has been put in 
there. I should like to know even from the Honourable Member that if in 
practice or from his experience he can tell me if anything more has been 
proved in order to bring a person under this section than merely traveC 
ling without ticket. On the contrary I should like to know from the 
Honourable Member for Railways what they have been proving up to now 
in order to bring it under fraud, so that the punishment for that should 
be extended and that a heavier punishment should be enacted. 

I submit. Sir, that finding that section loosely worded already, it 
can be urged that because a man is travelling without ticket, he is travel¬ 
ling fraudulently. Considering the former Act we find that apart from 
the burden that was going to be placed upon the accused, that portion has 
been taken away now no doubt. With regard to the removal it is said that 
if a man has got no ticket and he is ready to give his name and his 
address and he is also such a man whose address is known, why should 
he be removed by force? This is giving a handle into the hands of 
small railway officials to call the police and evict even well-to-do and 
respectable men out of the compartment. In the former Bill, you were 
providing that it should be cognizable offence, but here too you are 
more or less making it cognisable in the sense of removal by force. Now, 



896 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[20th Nov. 194(> 


[Mr. Lalchand Navalrai.J 

you want this Bill to be sent to the Select Committee. I know that the* 
IBill will go to the Select Committee, because the House is very thia 
now. The Government need not even adopt the formality of sending the 
Bill to the Select Committee. They can straightaway get the Bi:ll passed 
into law. I appeal to the Honourable the Bailway ^lember not to press^ 
for such a stringent provision. Why not ask for an increase in the 
penalty so that he can have more income? It is a commercial proposition.. 
Why do you want people to be sent to jail? If you send people to jail,. 
you have to,pay for their lodging and boarding? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (haw Member): If 
you increase the penalty and nevertheless he does not pay, what is iha 
remedy ? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: The fine, may be recovered. Why should 
imprisonment be provided for in default? They will certainly pay the fine; 
they must have some property. 1 am talking of those people who design¬ 
edly fraudulently go into a compartment and then it cannot be said that 
these people .are unahle to pay the fine. They have been paying the fine 
up to this time. Even beggars sometimes pay their fines. My point is^ 
that the railways have not suffered in any way. I, therefore, say that 
these stringent provisions should be removed. 


The Honourable Member for Bailways said that much of the stringent 
portions of the old Bill have been removed, but has he seen that Bill 
with regard to punishment? In the former Bill, with regard to punishment,. 
I find that section 3 said '‘if a person enters in contravention of section 68 
any carriage or railway he shall be, unless he satisfies the Court (of course 
this has been removed now) punished with imprisonment which shall 
extend to two months’'. Now he is making it into one year. I cannot under- 
stand how it appears reasonable to him that a punishment should be for 
one year in place of two months which was proposed in tlie original Bill. 
At that time it was not only with regard to burden of proof that objection 
was raised, but also it was with regard to removal, and also with regard 
to punishment as well. There was objection even for two months impri¬ 
sonment. Now, we find that the Bill is going to be more stringent. 
With regard to that the present law does not provide any punishment in 
default. Now, for the first time punishment is provided for non-payment 
of fine. But Government will not get any benefit from it; on the contrary 
they will be losers. It was said that the punishment is as provided in the 
Indian Penal Code. But. Ihere the question of cheating is verv different, 
not such as travelling without ticket. One can twist and turn and say 

txiafc iti IS Tmiirinlonf. 


This Bill cannot, be very lightly treated, hut as it is bound to eo to the 
heicct Committee, T would request the members of the Select Committee 
to consider these objections, compare this Bill with the former one and 

mnZvs ^ consider what the gain to the 

railways would be by stiffening the punishment. 

Dr. Sir Zlauddln Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions- 

criminTlifbilitv'hS'K^"’' ^f transferring civil liability into 

criminal liability has been before us since 1922. In the year 1922 the 
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Bengal Nagpur Railway represented the seriousness ofi the position to the 
Indian Rtrilway Conference Association and pressed for a revision of the 
Railways Act in order to make the infringement of sections 112 and 113 
a cognisable offence. Thereupon, the Railway Conference in October, 
1922, passed the following Resolution: 

“That in view of the increase in the number of passengers travelling without tickets- 
and of the loss to railways and to Government caused thereby, this Conference re- 
coftimends for the consideration of the Railway Board the advisability of revising; 
the Railways Act in order to provide better security for railways in recovering, 
fares and penalties for travelling without tickets.” 

This question was referred to the Central Railway Advisory Council 
and m July, 1928, the Council recorded this Resolution: 

“The Council is not prepared to advise the adoption of this method until all 
other possibilities have been tried, and it considers that further experience should 
be gained of the improved system of checking tickets now under trial on the North- 
Western, Oudh and Rohilkund and other railways.” 

Later on, the subject drew the attention of the Railway Conference 
Association and they repeated their Resolution of 1922 in 1925 and in lt)26. 
The matter stood there till an enthusiastic Member who is also a lawyer 
took up the matter and drew up a Bill which was laid before the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly on the 28rd March, 1986. It was taken up for discus¬ 
sion on the 8ist August 1986, and voted upon on the 3rd September, 
1986. On that occasion I moved a motion that the Bill should be circu¬ 
lated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon. My Honourable 
friend, Mr, Satyarnurti, at that time said that he would very much like 
the Bill to he thrown out altogether and buried. T wish I had taken his 
advice then hub I pressed for circulation which mot’on was carried by 54 
votes to 46. Sir, I was amusing myself at 4 o’clock this morning in read¬ 
ing the speeches delivered by different Members on that occasion, and 1 
was very much amused to road the speech of my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Lalchand Navalrai. Before I draw attention to the points of rlifference 
between that Bill and the present one T will refer to some salient points 
to which attention was then drawn— 

T said: 

“Sir, you seek to legislate in a manner as if railway travel without a ticket ia^ 
a violation of the public peace; and at the same moment you ask us to believe that 
the railway system should be treated as a commercial concern.” 

A biisinss concern would never ask that you should send a person to 
jail for violating a rule of business. They would like to have their money. 
A person may be sent to jail for non-payment of dues, but he should not 
he sent to jail by a magistrate as an alternative to payment. According 
to the old Act you could recover Rs. 100, but under the clause in the 
former Bill he could cither pay Rs. 100 or go to jail for two months. 
That was what I pressed on that occasion. If you transfer cWil liability 
into a criminal liability you should not say it is a commercial concern. 
You cannot treat this as if it were a violation of peace and order, 1 am 
prepared to give you tliis power to send a person to jail if you do not call 
it a commercial concern, hut you cannot have it both ways. 

There were few other points raised by several speakers and one very 
important point was raised by my Honourable friend, Mr. Sri Prakasa. 
He said: 

**I do not think that we can permit any legislation along the lines proposed by 
tho Honourable the Commerce Member, unless he can ensure to the conntry at large- 
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an efficient, honest and courteous railway service. Unless this condition is fulfilled, 
it will be impossible for any representative of the people, sitting in this House, to 
give countenance to any Bill of the sort that is before us today . . *** *** Have 

the Government thought of making any law to prevent overcrowding in railways? 
When a bus is overcrowded there is prosecution. When a railway compartment is 
overcrowded, so far as 1 know, there has been no prosecution.” 

I shall not waste the time of the House by reading long passages, but 
shall draw arttention only to one or two points. One point to which 1 
referred at that time and shall refer to now is that people tr}’^ to overawe 
us by quoting very big figures: they say five lakhs or 50 lakhs—1 have 
not been able to make out what the correct figure is—travel without 
tickets; but if you take the ratio of the number who travel without 
tickets to the total number of people who travel by railways, it works out 
only to *5 per cent., that is, five persons in one thousand travel without 
tickets, according to the figures which were quoted by Mr. Mudie on 
that occasion. This is not a very large number— 5 per cent. Let us see 
the number of ticketless travellers in Hoad Service. I made inquiries 
pesonally at different places and found that about ten per cent, of the 
persons who travel by buses travel without purchasing a ticket—all police 
■officers, all government servants, all tahsildars and their relatives and 
their number comes to about ten per cent. Therefore, you are really 
asking us to legislate for you and transform this civil liability into a crimi- 
nai liability in the case of railways, while you shut your eyes to this ten 
per cent, of people who travel by bus without tickets—and you provide 
no facilities for the recovery of their fares. If you say that this should 
be a criminal liability, why do you not make it a criminal liability in res¬ 
pect of buses also? Wo have two competitors—rail and road, and they 
must be treated fairly by the Legislature: it is not fair that you give one 
of them a special advantage and leave the other alone. If it is to be a 
^criminal liability, make it so in both cases and for all kinds of communica¬ 
tions, for every kind of public carrier—ekka, tonga, bus or rarilway. Let 
thf re be one principle. It is a violation of justice to treat one public 
carrier, the railway, as a specially favoured class. It is a wrong position. 

There are one or two other small quotations I would like to make. I 
do not want to quote my friend, Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, as he has al¬ 
ready explained himself, but I would like to give a quotation from Mr. 
Kazmi’s speech, which is really very important. Mr. Kazmi said: 

“Sir, th^re are two principles which are involved in the motion before the House. 
One is this of shifting the onus while the other is that by this Bill they are turning 
a purely civil liability into a criminal liability. This Bill stands as No. 12 on the 
Agenda for today, and you just reverse number 12, you get 21. This is the number 
of another Bill which is appearing on the Agenda of today which provides for the 
practical abolition of civil imprisonment for debts. What I mean to say is that 
we in this Assembly have got to consider on one and the same day two Bills, in 
one of which we are trying to change a civil liability into a criminal liability and 
at the same time we have to consider another Bill in which we want to abolish civil 
imprisonment for civil liabilites.” 

(Interruption by Mr. James.) 

My friend, Mr. James, has reminded me and I would just tell him a 
story, that I proposed to give two medals to two Members of the Assembly 
—one for first-class jokes—and the second to one who has no capacity to 
understand a joke. The first medal went to Mr. F. E. James and Sir Homi 
Mody was the runner up; I do not want to declare the result of the other 
medal. 
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Coming to the Bill, T do not want to read out exhaustively what 
happened on that occasion. This Bill was circulated by the Legislative 
Assembly Department according to the decision of the House. As soon 
as the opinions were obtained, I do not know what happened, whether 
tiny person in the Railway Board read those opinions or not—probably 
not, because there is no reference whatever to any one of the opinions in 
the speech of my Honourable friend, Sir Andrew Clow; but if nobody 
else read them, I think in the interests of keeping up our reputation we 
ought to mention some of the opinions, so that everybody should under¬ 
stand that we read the opinions sent to us: T admit that I read every 

word of the opinions circulated to Members. Later on, when the Con¬ 
gress Members were absent on account of their attending the Congress 
session, the Government presented the motion during their absence and 
naturally it was accepted: this was done on the 2nd February, 1937. My 
friend, Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, sirys that the same thing will happen now'. 

I think he is perfectly right, that the Government are always looking 
forward to the opportunity when they can carry the whole thing by their 
ollieial votes, beca\ise they know that public opinion is very much Jigainst 
them, as they will notice from the opinions received by us; it was not very 
desirable on their part to press this measure at the present moment,—spe¬ 
cially during the war. It is quite unnecessary, in my opinion, to give 
further annoyance w’hen this number of ticketless travellers is not on the 
increase. The Honourable Member has said nothing on tlie flfX)r of the 
House as to whether the number is increasing or diminishing. What w^as 
.the percentage in 1922 wlien the question was first raised by the Bengal 
Nagpur RailwayV What was the percentage in 1936 when the Bill was 
pre])ared for the first time? And wliat is the percentage now in 1940 
when it has become necessary that the Bill should be revived again. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: And how many are railway servants who are 
sinners in this respect? 

Syed Ghulam Bhlk Nairang (East Punjab: Muhammadan): Who can 
tell their number, because they are never (aiught? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Now, T come to the second ])art of ^ny 
s-pcech, that is, the difference between the old Bib and the new Bill. 'I he 
fundamental principles of the old Bill were that they attempted to modify 
section 112 of the Act. Now, section 112 of the Act clearly says: 

“Any person wlio intends to defraud the Railway Administration or enters in con¬ 
travention of ... . shall be punished with fine which may extend up to Rs. 100, 
in addition to the amount of the single fare for any distance he may have travelled.” 

That w^as the wording in the original Act. 

Now, in the Bill which is presented to us, and w^hich is sent for 
circulation, this section was changed and it read as follows : 

“If a person enters in contravention of section 68 any carriage on a railway, be 
shall, unless he satisfies the court that he had no intention to defraud the Railway 
administration be punished with imprisonment which may extend up to two months 
or with fine which mav extend to Rs. 100, in addition to the amount of the single 

Now, there are two principles which the old Bill introduced. One 
was that the burden of proof did not lie on the railway authorities, but 
it was laid entirely on the accused. The second was that, instead of 
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recovering money which I thought every commercial concern would ask. 
for, fliey said either send the man to jail or recover the money. There¬ 
fore these two alternatives did not appeal to me. 1 can understand your 
recovering the money, but 1 cannot understand any business concern, 
sending its debtor to jail instead of asking him to pay the money even if 
he is willing to pay it. 1 am glad that the first part is omitted in the- 
present Bill, that is, the burden of proof no longer rests on the accused. 
But in one respect it goes still further, that the quantum of punish¬ 
ment of two months is now increased to one year, that is to say, the 
accused shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may 
c>:t<*i]d to one year, or with fine. The quantum of puni-slmient ha.s been 
increased from t\vo months to one year. 1 am not at all sure that the 
opinions we have received on this point justify the alternative punish¬ 
ment. After all, when you send a Ifill for circulation, you get public 
opinion, and those opinions should carry weight. 1 will sliow from theso* 
opinions that the representatives of the people did not like to have a 
provision of this kind in the Bill, that is to say, people who happen to- 
travel without a ticket should be sent to jail. In the new Bill wo havo- 
got another provision clause 4 (3) the proviso says: 

“Provided that where the passenger has immediately after incurring the charge 
and before being detected by a railway servant notified to the railway servant oa 
duty with the train the fact of the charge having been incurred, the excess charge: 
shall be one sixth of the excess charge otherwise payable calculated to the 
nearest anna, or two annas, whichever is greater." 

Now, according to the old rule, if a man s intention is honest and 
if he notified beforehand that he could not purchase a ticket, then he 
had not to pay penalty, he had only to pay the fare. Now, the new 
rule is even if a man notifies, even then he will have to pay one sixth 
of the excess charge . . . 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow; I think it will sav^e tlu; time of 
the House if I point out that this principle is already in the present Act. 
The Honourable Member may study sub-section (J) of section 113, 
clause (a). 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: My point is, when a person has notified 
that he could not purchase the ticket, there should not be any excess 
charge at all. This was made clear in the old Bill, but it is now 
removed. My principal argument in pressing it is that it is very difficult 
in many cases to get the tickets in time at many small stations. On 
most stations they liavc got only one clerk. He collects the tickets and 
he issues the tickets. When he is standing to collect the tickets from 
passengers who get down from the train, it is impossible for him to 
issue new tickets. I had myself some experience even at a junction 
station like Ballharshah, which is the term'nous of the Nizam’s State 
Ifiiilway and (r. I. P. Eailway. .1 said that there was only one clerk 
in the whole station both to issue tickets and to collect tickets. At the 
. time when he really should be issuing tickets, he stands at the gate to 
cmlect the tickets from passengers who have got down from the train. 
Therefore, if you want to be very strict with the travelling public, then 
it IS your duty to provide facilities so that tickets can be readily pur¬ 
chased. We all know that at many small stations it is impossible to 
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,get tickets in time. It wus pointed out several times on the floor of 
the House that in third class booking oflices very often the public cannot 
get tickets unless some bukHkiah is paid, and if there is only one man 
both to collect tickets and issue tickets, it is very difficult for the man 
on duty to attend to both duties, and generally he refuses to sell tickets 
because he is busy in collecting tickets. He is not available at the 
booking office. He is in a very difficult position. It he does not give 
a ticket, the honest man suffers; if he gives a ticket to the honest man, 
then the dishonest man will pass through the gate without a ticket. 
'Therefore, the only way in which the railways can avoid such things is 
to employ two persons—one to issue tii^kets and the other to collect 
tickets at the gate. If 1 leave a note of Rs. 50 on the road and don’t 
find there on the following morning, I cannot begin to make laws for 
stopjang the dishonesty of the public. So if you provide enough facili¬ 
ties to the travelling public for selling tickets at the right moment, then 
:8uch things are not likely to occur; but if you fail to do so, it will mean 
that you your&elf are encouraging the public to travel without tickets. 
Therefore, I repeat that you should make suitable ])rovision beforehand 
so that honest people may be able to get tickets easily, but such facilities 
do not exist at present. 

Sir, the next thing which the new Bill has introduced is clause 4 (5), 
und in this there is very groat danger of its being misused. Sub-section 
'(»5) says: 

“Any person who, without having obtained the permission of a railway servant, 
travels or attempts to travel in a carriage without having a proper pass or ticket 
with him or in a carriage of a higher class than that .... may be removed from 
the carriage by any railway servant authorised by the railway administration in 
this behalf or by any other person whom such railway servant may call to his aid, 
unless he then and there pays the fare and the excess charge which he is liable to 
pay under this section.” 

This particuljtr clause which is really put m for the first time which 
was not in the original. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: This is a verbatim reproduction T 
think of a clause in the original Bill. It was in ciausio 112 in the original 

Hill. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I have got both the Bills here and I do not 
see verbatim reproduction. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I will mention that in my reply. I 
liave not got the papers with me at the moment. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Here is a copy of the old Bill. Please let 
me know which is the section. You are speaking without knownng your 
'Case. Whether it was in the old Bill or not, I am not concerned with that, 
that is a minor matter, but my point is that there is a danger of this clause 
being misused. Suppose a lady travels—and very often ladies travel in 
female compartments without any male attendant—suppose there is a 
•small girl or boy below the age of three travelling with her and no ticket 
was purchased. On the wayside the railway servant may say to the lady 
that the child was more than three years old and she must pay the 
smoney, with penalty otherwise he would get her down. The lady may 
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[Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad.] 

have no money, because she may be received by her relatives 
nation station, and with a mischievous intention the railway 
compel her to get down at the wayside station w’here she will 
to look after her. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: As the Honourable 
asked me for particulars he will hnd the clause .... 


at the desti- 
servant may 
have nobody 

Member has 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I consider it is a minor point, I have said so 
already. 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The Honourable Member said that 
I did not study the payjers and that it was not in the original Bill. T now 
tell him where to find it. Jt is in section 112 of the old Bill .... 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Ar.e you talking of the old Bill ? It never had 
112 Sections. 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Old Bill. The actual clause was 3 
of the Bill, 112 of the Act. The clause added will be found there as sub¬ 
section 3. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: 1 will come to this later on, but let me 
finish the point I am on now'. As T said, there is a great danger of this 
being misused. There may he a bona jide person, hut by chance he may 
have no money with him for the time being. He may be asked to get 
dowm at a wayside station where he may have nothing to eat. It some¬ 
times happens that a bona fide traveller has purchased his ticket but his 
ticket may have been wdth the servant who is left behind at some other 
station, or he has mislaid the ticket and cannot find it at once. Under 
this particular clause he will he asked to get down if he is unable to pay 
the money then and there. FTe may be a millionaire, he may have a 
cheque hook witli him, he may write a cheque for a lakh of rupees, but 
he may not have enough money with him in cash at the time. Under this 
provision he can be asked to get dow'u and he may have to suffer enormous 
harassments under this danse. Another point wfiiich is still more import¬ 
ant is that you provide an opportunity for bribery and corruption. When 
you give this pow'er, you are indudng your servant to extract money by 
this metliod. They can go and ask any person to get dowm and if any 
gratuity is paid the man may be lei off. Therefore, why legislate any law 
which is likely to be abused, which is I'ikely to lead to corruption? It is 
very desirable that we ought to avoid such a result. This is a very import¬ 
ant matter and unless the men who will administer the provisions of the 
Bill belong to a higher standard of people, I may tell you that it will be 
very difficult for this provision to be observed properly. The railway 
authorities are now recruiting thoir servants on a scale of Rs. 20 and 25, 
in some railways it is even Rs, 15 a month. These subord'inate railw'ay 
servants who get Rs. 15 or 20, or 30 which is the maximum starting 
salary on the East Indian Railway, with very poor education, and coming 
from ordinary families cannot be expected to have high standard of morali- 
Tf you give them this power, the chances of the misuse of that power 
are much greater than we can think of at present. If this power is at all to 
be exercised you must lay down a rule that it cannot be exercised by any 
persons below such and such rank, but if it is left to any person to exercise 
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that power, the chances of misuse are very great. I know that in several 
cases this has been misused, and in one case it may have led to a serious 
communal trouble. In a certain case, at the Tundla station two Aligarh 
students were detained by the police, I know they had some kind of grudge, 
they detained these boys at night and afterwards they asked them to walk 
bare headed with handcuffs on from the railway station to the Court where 
they were presented. There was a great sensation in Agra and there was 
a very urgent meeting of the Muslim League on that particular matter. 
They approached the Commissioner who happened to be at the time 
Sahibzada Khurshid Ahmad iKhan. He had imagination and he at once 
sent an order to the magistrate to release those two boys. Had there 
been any other man except him w^th less imagination, there would have 
been a first class row at Agra betw^een the Hindus and Mussulmans, not on 
account of the fault of the Local Government, but on account of the 
special situation which the railway authorities had created. In this parti¬ 
cular Bill a volume of matters for trouble are being created for dealing 
with which the railway authorities will not be responsible but the Local 
Governments will be responsible. If you enact a law, take the respons¬ 
ibility of administering it yourself. Don't throw the burden on the pro¬ 
vincial Governments for its administration, and it is very desirable that if 
you enact any particular law you should also be responsible for its enforce¬ 
ment. T apprehend that if this Bill becomes a law there may be very 
serious troubles in future. And this is a thing wh'ich you ought to avoid. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member can continue his speech tomorrow. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 
the 2l8t November, 1940. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Thursday, 21st 'November, 1940. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) 
in the Chair. 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

(a) Oral Answers. 

Retention of almost entire Ministerial Staff of Labour Department 
IN New Delhi during the last Summer. 

198. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
please state bow the experiment of leaving the entire ministerial staff of 
iiis Department, cxcejit two or three men, in New Delhi during the last 
summer has worked? 

(h) If this experiment has been successful, is he prepared to consider 
the question of detaining all the officers of his Department also at Delhi 
during summer in future? If not, why not? 

(c) Is he also prepared to recommend this arrangement to the other 
Departments of the Government of India? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: (a) The 

experiment has worked satisfactorily. 

(b) No. One Department cannot lake individual action in this matte.* 
which is one for Government as a whole to decide. 

(c) Does not, therefore, arise. 

Recruitment of Officers in the Supply Department through the 
National Service Committee. 

199. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Law 
Member please state whether it is a fact that the Supply Department 
recruit their officers through the National Service Committee and not 
through the Public Service Commission? 

(b) Was National Service Committee established for the purpose ot 
recruitment ? 

(c) Why has this power been transferred to the Committee? 

(d) Did this Committee ever recommend any Indian for appointment 
in the Supply Department? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: (a), (b) and (d). No. 
(c) Does not arise. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May I take it that the recruitment is not made 
through the National Service Committee? 

( 905 ) A 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan: It is not made 
through the National Service Committee. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it made through the Public Service Com¬ 
mission? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Which recruitment? 

Dr. Sir Zlauddia Ahmad: Pecruitment to the Supply Department? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: No, Sir. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it made by the Departmental Committee? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It is made in various 
ways. There are selection boards, and, with regard to the borrowing of 
officers, there is consideration, by the Department, and so on. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Are these posts advertised? When Govern¬ 
ment want to create a post and recruit a person, is it advertised? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I believe some of 
them have been advertised. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask what this National Service Committee is, 
if any such committee exists? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Honourable Members 
will remember that under the National Service European British Subjects 
Act of 1940. competent authorities have V)een set up with regard to requisi¬ 
tioning, if I might so describe it, of European British subjects under that 
Act—those of them who are liable for military or civil service, and this 
committee advises the competent authority with regard to individuals when 
they are wanted either for military or civil employ. 


Steps taken by the Delhi Improvement Trust for planting Trees and 
Shrubbery in Karol Baoh, Delhi. 

200. *Bhai Parma Nand: Will the Education Secretary please state 
the steps tfiken by the Delhi Improvement Trust for planting trees and 
shrubbery alongside the roads and in the parks in Karol Bagh area, Delhi, 
since it came into existence and why no progress has so far been made? 


Mr. J. D. Tyson: The planting of trees on the. main road leading to the 
Imperial Institute of Agricultural Research is in hand. The planting of 
trees on the other roads is not contemplated at present. The grassing and 
planting of trees and shrubbery in the main park in Karol Bagh in.'front? 
of the Tibbia College has been eompleted. 


Metalling of Roads, etc., in Karol Bagh, Delhi, by the Delhi 

Improvement Trust. 

■ 201. ‘Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Will the Education Secretary please 
state when the metalline of roods, lanes and streets was completed in 
-KaroJ hlagh, Delhi, by the Delhi Improvement Trust? 
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(b) Ifi he aware that most of the metalling in the lanes and streets, 
etc., has already worn out altogether and requires re-metalling? 

(c) How mud) money was spent on the metalling of these roads, etc.? 

(d) Is he satisfied that the metalling done was according to specifica- 
ii«)n8? 

(e) What were the specifications and were these roads finished accord¬ 
ing to the specifications? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: With your permission, Sir, I shall answer questions 
Nos. 201 and 203 together. The information has been called for and a 
reply will be furnished to the House when it is received. 

Shifting of the Dumping Ground for dead Animals from Karol Bagh, 

Delhi. 

202. *Bhai Parma Kand: With reference to the reply to starred ques¬ 
tion No. 375 of the 13th March, 1940, will the Education Secretary please 
state if, the dumping ground for dead animals has by this time been 
removed from Karol Bagh, Delhi, to the Badli Befuse Disposal Ground? 
If not, why not? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: Effect has not yet been given to the change as the 
wagons at present used for the transport of refuse are not adapted to carry 
carcases. Steps are being taken to convert three silt wagons into carcase- 
carriers and the use of the dumping ground near Karol Bagh will then be 
discontinued. 

Cases of infringement of Building Bye-laws of the Delhi 
Improvement Trust. 

f203. Parma Band: (a) Will the Education Secretary please 

state how many cases of infringement of building bye-laws have been sent 
to tlie court ever since tlie Delhi Improvement Trust came into existence 
;iik 1 ho^v many of them have been decided in favour of the Trust? 

(b) What is the amount of the fine or compromise money realized by 
the Trust through the Court or otherwise so far? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the trying magistrate invariablv decided in 
favour of the Trust? 

(d) How many building plans were received since the formation of the 
Trust and how many were sanctioned? 

Alleged Utilisation of the Services of 7 \nALASis by the Officers of the 
Delhi Improvement Trust for private Work. 

204. ’'‘Bhai Parma Hand: (a) Will the Education Secretary please 
state liow many Khalasis are employed in the Delhi Improvement Trust 
and ^v•llat are tlieir duties? 

(b) Is it a fact that the services of these Khalasis are generally utilized 
by the officers under whom they work for private work? 

(c) Are Government aware that there is a general complaint among 
these Khalasis that the overseers and Building Inspector under whom they 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 201. 
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liave to work tyrranise them for refusing to work in their liouses and 
threaten them with dismissal? 

(d) What steps does he projmse to lake in the matter? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) There are ten KJialasis employed under the Trusty 
Their duties are substantially the same as those of the Kluilasis in the 
Publics Works Department; that is, to assist the overseers in demarcation 
of the land and in other duties performed hy them. 

(b) and (e). No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Subordinates and Clerks who worked under the Building Inspector 
OF the Delhi Improvement Trust and resigned. 

205. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: With, reference to the reply to part 
(b) of starred question No ()05 of the 1st April, 1940, will the Educa¬ 
tion Secretary ])lease state the nnnii er respectively of the subordinates 
and clerks who have worked directly under tlie Building Inspector ot the 
Delhi Improvement Ikaist since .Vpril last and liow many of them have 
resigned and why? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: Five overseers, four clerks, two draftsm.cn, one ferro- 
printer, three* jieons and ten IhaJasis, One overseer resigned for domestic 
reasons. 


Alleged Utilisation of the Services of Kjialasis by the Officers 
OF THE Delhi Improvement 'Frust for private Work. 

Azhar Ali: (.) is the Eaueation Secretarv 
iwaic that for refusing to do private work in his house, the Buildin^cr 
Inspeetor of neilii lini.i-oveoieiil Trust has victiinised two A'/ia/ri.s-Ts aiK? 
tiiose iiave, been dismissed ti-om service quite recently? 

the^pl^Ml' tn.t the wliole staff working under or with 

the Imildmg Iiisf'eetor is dissatislu'd with him? 

hotflerl,‘,i ?? complaints, 

Impecto, ? of the Building 

(d) la Jt a fact that many overseers have been made to rcaiirn’ 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a), (b), (c) and (dp Ko, 

(e) Docs not arise. 

Lim OK HIS Post allowkd to a certain- Employee of the Delhi 
Improvement Trust. 

207. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will it,.^ r- <s 

slate whether it i.a a Oct that the null,' r Secretary please 

office, arfd are G^vernmen Sware^hl ^rrast is a tenirarv 

officers l,ns been allowed hen rnTL-fanooInt"' ^ 

refused such a concession ?' while many others were 
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Mr. J. D. Tyson: Tlie reply to the first part of the question is in th^t 
affirmative. As regards the sec-.ond part, a elerk who had been offered a 
temporary war appointment was given a year’s leave witliout pay to enable 
him to take up that appointment. No employee of the Trust has been 
refused similar treatmtmt in similar circumstances. 

Incorporation of the Delhi Electricity Authority. 

208. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable Member for 
Labour please state : 

(a) the date of the incorporation of the Delhi electricity authority; 

(b) the date of the commencement of the work by that authority; 

(c) the area controlled by that authority; 

Id) the rea.sons for not controlling the ^^upply of electricity to Delhi- 
Shahdara from the date of the commencement of the work by 
that authority; and 

(e) whether Government propose to refund the amount charged for 
energy consun»ed by residents of Delhi-Shahdara over and 
above that prevalent in Delhi since the commencement of 
work by that authority; if not ^^hy not? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: (a) 

Hth April, 1938. 

(b) 1st April, 1939. 

((*) d'hc Authority does not “eontrol” an\ area. The licence granted 
to the Authority authorises'it to sufjply electricity an.v where in the Delhi 
ProviiK^e, hnt does not cr)nfer an\ nioiiopolistic right. 

(d) Electric enorgv is supplied in Delhi-Shahdara hy Messrs. Martin 
.-and Company who hold a lieenee for the purpose. For the first five years 
the Company was hound to obtain their current from the United Provinces 
grid. It is now open to the licensee, with the approval of the local 
administration, to go to any other linlk supplier, and it is understood that 
the (k)mpan\ intend to take current from the Anthoritv in Delhi as scy:)n 
ns thnt Authority is in a position to meet the demand. At present, for 
M'ant of certain gear ordered from Europe, the .\uthority is not in a posi¬ 
tion to undertake this extra order. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Central Tuberculosis Clinic, Delhi. 

f209. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: (a) Will the Education 
’Secretary please state when the Central Tuberculosis Clinic w'as opened 
in Delhi? 

fb) Do Government give financial assistance to this institution? If so, 
how much? 

(c) Has the officer in charge of the said Clinic ever practised as 
Tuberculosis doctor? 

(d) Is it not a fact that bis entire experience is limited to six months 
training in a sanatorium in Madras? 


t Answer to this question laid on the table, the quesioner being absent. 




910 legislative assembly [21st Nov. 1940 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: (a) The Clinic was opened yesterday. 

(b) Government propose to give a ^ 

amount of which has ]iofc yet been decided. 4^ey lave i - P 
the site for tlie Clinic free of cost. 

(c) (}ovcmi.K.nt Mi'e not responsible in any way for the appointment of 
the officer in charge, Tlicv liave ascertained, however, that tlie officei 
has had special experience of the treatment of tuberculosis tor a nmnlier 
of years. 

(d) No. 


Non-Transfer of certain Members of Regular Electrical 
Establishment on duty in New Delhi. 

1 210. *Maullvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: With reference to the reply to 
question No. 431 by Itaizada Hans Haj, given on the 22nd Jebruary, 1938, 
will the Honourable the Labour M^rnber be pleased to state : 

(a) the number of the members of regular Electrical Establishment 

who are employed on duty in New Delhi, for more than five 
years, ten years and fifteen years, separately; 

(b) whether the members of the Establishment are meant for 

employment at New Delhi and are not liable for transfer to 
any otlier place outside Delhi within the jurisdiction of the 
Department; and 

(c) whether the retention for more than five years at Delhi is in the 

interest of the public and, if so, why? 


The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: (a) 

Eight, nil and eight, respectively- 

(b) They are liable for service wlierever there is a Central Public 
Works Department organisation. 

(c) The retention in, or transfers to, particular places, of individual 
persons, is regulated by the requirements of the public service. 


Non-Transfer of certain Officers of the Central Public Works 

Department. 

1211. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: (a) Will the Honourable the 
Labour Member pleases state the number of the officers (overseers and above 
them) working under the Central Jhiblic Works Department who have been 
working at New Delhi lor more than five years or who are still continuing 
with little interruption? 

(b) Arc tliev not liable for transfer to any other place outside Delhi, 
when the Department has got jurisdiction all over India? 

(c) Wliat does he propose to do in the matter and when? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar: (a) 

Sixty-six. ^ ^ 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Tnuisfei-S and postings are made in the interests of the public 
service and no action on the part of Government is required. 


tAnswer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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Reservation of Government Bungalows and Quarters Fopa 
PARTICULAR OFFICERS OR StAFF IN Nbw DeLHI OR OlD DeLHI. 

1212. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable the 
Labour Member please state if any Government bungalows and quarters 
are specifically reserved for particular officers or staff other than those 
drawing less than Its. 1,500? If so, will Government state separately how 
many of each class in New and Old Delhi have been so reserved and for 
whom and on what grounds are these so reserved? 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Yes. 
A statement giving the required information in respect of houses in New 
Delhi is laid on the table of the House. No house has been reserved in 
Old Delhi for any officer drawing Rs. 1,500 per mensem or more. 

Statement. 


Serial 

No. 

Houses. 

Officers for whom reserved. 

Reasons for reserva¬ 
tion. 



Class A {Rs. 3,000 and over.) 


1 

19, Akbar Road 

Chief Justice of India. 



2 

23, Akbar Road 

Air Officer Commanding, Air 
Forces in India. 



3 

24, Akbar Road 

Secretary, Home Department 



4 

10, Albuquerque 

Road. 

Judge, Federal Court 



6 

6 

7 

4, Hastings Road . 

5, Hastings Road 

0, Hastings Road 

Master General of Ordnance in 
India. 

Secretary, Communications De¬ 
partment, 

Secretary, Defence Department . 

1 

It is considered ne¬ 
cessary that ac- 
commodat i o d 
should be se¬ 
cured for these 
.. officers. 

8 

8, Hastings Road . 

Secretary, Legislative Department 

1 


9 

2, King George’s 
Avenue. 

Secretary, Education, Health 

and Lands Department. 



10 

4, King George’s 
Avenue. 

Q. M. G. in India 



11 

8, King George’s 
Avenue. 

Secretry, Labour Department 



12 

9, Queensway 

Chief of the General Staff . 



13 

10, Queensway 

political Adviser 

j 


14 

11, Queensway 

Director Intelligence Bureau 

Administrative con¬ 
venience. 

15 

1, Race Course Road 

Advocate General of India . 

An Advocate Gene¬ 
ral has to keep 
a large Libraiy. 


+ Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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Seria 

No. 


1 Officers for whom reserved. 

Reasons for reserva¬ 
tion. 

16 

5, Sonehri Bagh 
Road. 

Secretary, External Affairs De¬ 
partment. 


17 

2, York Road. 

Chief Commissioner Railways 


18 

8, York Road. 

Judge, Federal Court . 


19 

9, York Road. 

Secretary, Commmeree Department 


20 

21 

22 

23 

1, York Place. 

2, York Place. 

3, York Place. 

6, York Place. 

Secretary, Finance Department . 

Political Secretary 

Adjutant C« o'^ral in India . 

Auditor Ceneral of India 

-It is considered 

necessary that 

accommodati o n 
should be secured 
for tliese officers. 

24 

6, York Place. 

Secretary to the Governor General 
(Public). 



Class B {Ra. 1,750 and over but less than Rs. 3,000.) 


26 

3, King ICdward 
Road. 

Civil Surgeon, New Delhi 

It is in the interests 
of everybody con¬ 
cerned that the 
Civil Surgeon 

should linve a house 
pennanently. 

26 

5, York Road. 

Deputy Private Secretary to His ' 
Excellency the Viceroy. 

The terms of appoint¬ 
ment of this olKcer 
inehnle a rent fref^ 
hou.se in Delhi and 
wSirnla. 


Cases of Deviations in the Construction of Buildinos reported by the 
Building Inspector, Delhi Improvement Trust. 

1213. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ohani: Will, rofcrun<-c to the reply to 
starred question No. 163 of the 24th February, 1940, that one of ' the 
luspector and overseers of the Delhi Improvement 

..ill the' 

(a) whether any action was ever taken by the Building Inspector 

t'lr’um® ‘^“’^‘'•“ction of a building in the calendar 

yeai lJ3d; if so, in how nianv cases and with what results; 

(b) the number of cases sent up for trial to the Court durin- the 

period and out of these how many were reported after the 
completion of the buildings? 




" ‘u ‘his question laid o„ the table, the questioner being absent. 
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Mission of the Roger Commission in India. 

214. *Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Honourable the Law Member 
please make a statement regarding the exact purpose and the full implica¬ 
tions of the visit of lloger Commission to India? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: The attention of the 
Honourable Member is invited to the Press Note dated the 26th Aug\ist, 
1940, a copy of which has been placed in the Library of the House. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Is the Honourable Member aware that, in the 
speech of the President of the Federated Chambers of Commerce, it was 
given out that Indians have not been taken into ccaifidence as to the exact 
scope and the implications of tlie visit of the Kog(*r Mission? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I do jiol knf)w whe¬ 
ther that is so, but, a-s I have said, the Press Note issued on the 26th 
Augmst, 1940, clearly stated the object of the visit of tlie Roger Mission. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Is the Honourable Member aware ihat persons be¬ 
longing to industries in the Chambers of Commerce are not satisfied with 
the communique? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: 1 am ]iot so aware. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Will the Honotirable Meinber make inquiries on 
this point? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: From whorn*^ 

Sardar Sant Singh: From the Federated Chambers of Commerce? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I do not see any rea- 
•soTi why T slionld 


Recruitment of Sikhs as Inferior Servants in the Office of the Military 
Secretary and the Private Secretary to His Excellency the 
Viceroy. 

215. *Sardar Sant Singh: With reference to the reply to starred ques¬ 
tion No. 601 of the 1st April, 1940, will the Honourable the Leader of the 
House please state the number of permanent and temporary vacancies 
of jamadars, dnftries and peons that occurred since 1st April, 1940, in 
each of the offices of the Private Secretary to His Excellency the Viceroy 
and the Military Secretary to His F^xcellencv the Viceroy and the number 
of Sikhs appointed? If none, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Since 1st April 
1940, one post of temporary peon has been filled in the Office of ihc 
Private Secretary to His Fjxcellency the Viceroy- A Sikh was not ap¬ 
pointed to it as no suitable Sikli candidate offered himself for recruitmenf. 
No ap])ointment ha.s been made in the inferior establishment of the Office 
•of the Military Secretary to His Excellency the Viceroy since the 1st 
April, 1940. 
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Persons tried, convicted or detained without Trial under the Defence 

OP India Act. 

216. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Leader of the 
House please state the number of persons, communitywise, a.s^ainst whom 
action was taken under the Defence of India Act in each Province, as well 
as in the centrally administered areas? How many of them were tried and 
convicted, and how many are detained without trial? 

(b) What steps have been taken by the Government of India to sec that 
the Defence of India Act is being administered for the purpose of success¬ 
ful prosecution of war and not for other purposes? Have any directions 
been issued to Provincial Governments on the subject? If so, what are 
those directions? 

(c) Do the Provincial Governments submit any periodical returns abouf 
the Act? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafnillah Khan: (a) The number of 
persons convicted under the Defence of India Act and lliiles who were 
undergohig imprisonment on the 1st October. 1940, the latest date up to* 
which (^vernment of Indiji have readily available information, was as 
follows in each Province: 

Madras .... 

Bombay .... 

Bengal .... 

Unitod Provinces. 

Punjab .... 

Bihar .... 

Central Provinces and Berar 

Assam .... 

North-West f'rontier Province 

Sind .... 

Orissa 

Centrally Administered Areas 


144 

60 

20 .'> 

211 

92 

11.5 

29 

5 

9 

2 


The number of persons detained under rule 26 of the Defence of India 
w^f by order of the vurious Provincial Governments on the same date 


Madras 

Bombay .... 

Bengal .... 

United Provinces 
Punjab .... 

Bihar .... 

North-West Frontier Province 


20 

:i8 

20 

68 

81 

22 

7 


CWernmcnt are unable to give these figures communitywise, 
tnnt orTers mad?by''?”d AlnSirot" aSTi^f^ls? rS" 
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certain reports bearin'^: inter alia on the use made of the Act. They have 
indicated in correspondence on various matters their views of the uses to 
which the Act can properly be put; they have not, however, thought it 
necessary to issue any general directions on the point, since sections 2 
and 15 of (he Act itself, and many of the Hides themselves, give a sufli* 
ciently clear indication of the scope of the powers conferred thereunder. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable ^Member 
that Provincial (xovernments exercise the powers after getting the ap¬ 
proval from the Central Government in each instance? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: No. Sir. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Under what circumstances do tiny ask for 
sanction or approval? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: 1 have answered the 
question. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Do I imderstand that the Honourable Member is 
unabh* to give the information cornrnunitywise, and, if so, why? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: It will take too long 
to compile it. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Why? My complaint is that 1 put this question, 
because 1 believe that the Provincial Governments are using these powera 
to put down their political opponents. I want information for the pur¬ 
pose of ascertaining whether the Defence of India Act is being used in 
accordance with the assurances given by the Honourable Member. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I am perfectly satis¬ 
fied that the Defence of India Act is being used in accordance witli the 
assurance T gave to the Honourable Member on the occasion to which he 
has oft(‘n njude a reference, but, I think it will take too long to compile 
the statistics comrnunitywise. The numbers sent up to the Government 
of India are easily available and have been compiled. It will require very 
detailed inquiries to compile the statistics community wise. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I know if the Honourable Member is aware- 
that it is the House and the country which have got to be satisfied that 
the ])efeiice of India Act is being worked properly? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim): That is argument. 

Sardar Sant Singh: That is not argument, 1 submit, Sir- On a point 
of order, Sir,—when we want information for a certain purpose, it is not 
for Government to say that they are satisfied .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member asked a (]uestion whether that was in accordance with the assur¬ 
ance given by the Honourable the Leader of the House. That is what 
the Chair understood his question to be. 
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Sardar Sant Singh: Will he take the trouble to inquire into the 
.'her of persons connniinitywise who are detainer] under the Defence of India 
Act ? 


Mr. President (The ITononrahle Sir Ahdur llahini): The Honourable 
Member put a question wbellicr the Local (lovermnents were acting in 

• accordance with the assurances «iven by the Leader of the House. Is not 

• that so? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Jlonourable Sir Ahdur Raliiin): In that connection 
he said, “Yes”. 

Sardar Sant Singh: My suhn i-^]^..n is why (lovernment should not 
:give us the figures cnimnunit\n\ iso? 

Mr. President ('The 1 lonourahh' Sir Ahdur llahim): That is another 
■question. The Hunoinahle Miunlxa’ said, It is for the House to be 
rsatistied and not for tlu.' 1 lonoiirahle Alendxa* . Well, the ironoiirahle 
-Member gave his ans\\<a‘ in i-espoii'^c to a different (piestion. 


Sardar Sant Singh: Afy (juestion is a supplementarv (piestion on the 
’reply to part (1) of this question. Will the Honourable Member make 
Inquiries from tlie Pi(j\ iiicial (iovernmeiits so that the information asked 
for communitywise may be given lo the Ih/iise? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Sir, the compilation 
• of that information would involve an amount of labour which would not 
be commensurate with the results that might be achieved. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: M ay I ask the llnnourabie Member to read out the 
reply to part (c) of the (juestion again, as I did not hear it? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I will read it out 
-again; 

“(b) and (c). I ho (io\ornniont ot India roccivo information of important orders 
made by Provincial Administration.s, and they al.«o receive certain reports bearing 
i/ifci (ilut on tlio use made of the Act. They have indicated in correspondence on 
various matters their views of the uses to which tlie Act can properly he ])iit ; they 
have not, however, tlionght it necessary to issue any general directions on the point, 
.siiK'c sections 2 and 15 of the Act itself, and many of the Rules themselves, give a 
sufliciently clear indication of the scope of the [jowers conferred tlierennder.” 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May T ask wdudher the (rovernment of India, will 
publish the. figures of th(- persons against w'hom the Defence of India Act 
has been used, iicriodically—wliother the figures of persons against whom 
such orders have been issued will be published periodieallv ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: T eannot give that, 
wndertahing. hut in response to the desire d the Honourable Member in 
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whose name the question was pul, f have obtained the figures and shall 
get them and give tliem again if on any subsequent occasion any such; 
desire is expressed. 


MOTION Foil ADJOURNMENT. 

Closing of the (^handpuu-Siau-Bmnor Bection of the (tAMUAula 
Muazzampuu Nahain Biianch of the East Indian Railway. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur Rahim): Order, order. 1 
have received notice of a motion for adjournment from Sir Syed Raza Ali. 
He wishes “to discuss a specific matter of immediate ])ublic importance,, 
namely, the announcement by the General Manager of the East Indian 
Railway of the Government's intention to close the Chandpur-Siau-Bijnor • 
section of the Gajraula Muaz/.ampur Narain branch of the aforesaid Rail¬ 
way with cffi'ct from the 1st December, B)t() (whicdi intention, if car-- 
ried out, will i-ause great inconvenience to the piil)lic and loss of revenue 
to the (ioverniiient), and to censure the Gov(;rnmiait for the a{dion it pro- 
j)Oses to take”. It is, of course, tlie intention of cvi'i'v motion to censure* 
the Government, but I want to know this. When uas tliis announcement 
made ? 

Sir Syed Raza Ali (Cities of the United Provinces: Muhammadan 
Urban): The announcement was imide in th(‘ ///?n7?esh/a Times this morn¬ 
ing, and I to(d\ a cutting and I have passed it on to my friend, tlie Hon¬ 
ourable Meiniier in cl large. 

Mr. President (The Honourable' Sir Abdur Rahim): Is there any 
objection V 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow (Member for Railwa\s and (Com¬ 
munications): Sir, this notice was handed to me just lialf a minute before' 

I entered llic House, f find some difficulty in deciding whether any objec¬ 
tion slionld he taken to the matter and I would suggest, if that would 
meet my Honourable friend’s convenience, that we might take up the 
discussion of the poini whether the motion is in order tomorrow morning 
when T shall not take any objection on llic score of urgency. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Will that suit 
the Honourable Member? 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: T have no objection to the motion being taken up • 
tomorrow, i)ut the question is whether it is in order or not; if the Gov¬ 
ernment of India object to it, then the point must be decided today. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: It could not be in the Honourable 
Member’s interest if I objected now to the motion being out of order, 
and if it was defeated. I would much prefer to discuss it with him and if 
the matter were brought up tomorrow morning. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim)- It will be taken up 
tomorrow morning. 



ELECTION OF A MEMBER ON THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 
INDIAN RESEARCH FUND ASSOCIATION. 

Mr. J. D. Tyson (Seeretnrv, Department of Education, Health and 
Land.s): Sir, I move : 

“That the Members of this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as may 
lae approved by the Honourable the President, one person from among their numbers 
do sit on the Governinor Body of the Indian Research Fund Association vice Dr. Sir 
Ziaiuldin Ahmad resigned.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Hahim): The question is; 

“That the Members of this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as may 
be approved by the Honourable the President, one person from among their numbers 
to sit on the Governina Body of the Indian Research Fund Association vice Dr. Sir 
.Ziauddin Ahmad resigned.” 

The motion was adopted. 


ELECTION OF THHEE MEMBERS FOR THE STANDING COM¬ 
MITTEE ATTAC’HED TO THE DEPARTMENT OE SUPPLY. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Law Member); Sir, 
I move; 

‘‘That thi.s Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as may be approved by 
the Honourable the Pre.sident, three Members to serve for the remainder of the 
•current financial year on a, Standing Committee to be attached to the Department of 
.Supply.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Motion moved; 

1 hat this Assemlilv do proceed to elect, in such manner a.*^ may lie approved by 
the Honourable the President, three Members to serve for the remainder of the 
• current financial year on i,, Staiirling Committee to be attached to the Department of 
■Supply.” 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Mu¬ 
hammadan Rural): Sir, I thank the Honourable Minnber for appointitig 
this Committee, hut the number of members which is allotted for tlie 
Asscinhly is nitiier smalt—three. It mny he |.loiided tliat, this nmnher 
is fixed on the nnalogy of the Members .ittached to other Departments 
that the nnmber is restricted to three. Mav I just remind the Honour- 
■ible Momher ihnt in the case of the Roads Committee, the number is not 
restricted to three and the same is also the case with regard to the various 
other ('ommittees. The number of three is rather small and the Committee 
will not be of a representative character. Then, there will be two Mem¬ 
bers from the Councal of State because it is going to be a Committee of 
five members and the decision will be taken by the majoritv of votes. 
Ilierefore, I do beseecp the Honourable Member to increase the number of 
the representatives of the Assembly from three to five and have a Com- 
raittee of seven members instead of five. If, however, it is impossible 
for him to C O that on account of technical difficulties, which /do not 
U Sat S-i ‘'•Ti ’ oHernative which I would siurgest 

Ledshature SZ/t H /a/he f of the 

i.egKlatire, that it may be of a representative character. Otherwise 
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the whole object of the Committee will be frustrated. The Government 
commands the majority of votes in the House as now constituted, and 
the majority will be reflected in the Committee. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Itahim). There is a diffi¬ 
culty as regards that. No Member of this House, whether he is elected 
or nominated, can be excluded. Everybody has a right to be represented 
if he so chooses. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali (Cities of the United Provinces: Muhammadan 
Urban): I do not think, Sir, that there is any question of any Member 
being excluded. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): No section of the 
House can be excluded from voting. That is what I meant. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: I do not think that is what my friend, Dr. Sir 
Ziauddin Ahmad, meant. What he means. J take it, is that the Govern- 
ment Members and official Members should voluntarily abstain from 
voting, for which there are, I believe, a number of precedents. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): That is another 
matter; nobody is compelled to vote. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: We have got several Committees for which 
only elected Members are eligible to stand, for example, the Public 
Accounts Committee. Then, we have got the example of certain other 
Committees for which only the Muslim Members are asked to vote. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, I would like to say a 
word or two about this motion. The first point on which I would like to 
have some information is the subjects on which the Committee will be 
consulted by the Government of India. The Government of India can 
give us some indication as to the nature of the questions which will be 
placed before this Committee. Then, I would like the Government of 
India to tell us rather frankly whether this Committee is going to work 
as the other Standing Committees attached to the various Departments. 
This question is of some importance, because, if my information is cor¬ 
rect. some of the Committees attached to the various Departments do 
not meet at all during a year. I would like the Government of India and 
the Leader of the House to give us the information whether the Govern¬ 
ment of India is making any use of the Committees which are attached 
to the various Departments and whether those Committees have met 
even half a dozen times in a year. If we are to judge the Government of 
India by its past record, then my fear is that this Committee will not 
meet at all.^ My Honourable friend. Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad, will have 
the satisfaction of having received a promise bv the Government of India 
that n< Committee will be appointed, but if a Committee is appointed and 
it does not meet. I do not think the House should take the trouble of 
going through the process Of election at all. I am not. therefore, willing 
to vote for this motion unless the Government of India tell us franklv 
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[^[r. N. M. Joshi.] 

trMJier they propose to de[..rt fn.... their usual pra.-tice in this matter 
and call nieetin-s of the Stand,nu , onmnttee attached to this Depart- 
ment. The Hoiiciirahle Meiiili.r cmi give ii.s some idea whether thk 
Committee will meet, siU once a week. 

Dr. P, N. Banerjea (t'aleutta Suburbs; Non-Muhammadan Urban): 

At least once «i month. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: That is my suggestion, because I feel that the 
Supply Department is doing very iinpoitant work. If the Committee is 
to be of much use, 1 think it must meet at least once a week. Large 
amounts of money are being spent by the Supply Department and tJiey 
take important steps Suppose a demand is made that a particular 
article should he secured urgently for tlie Defence Dc'partment and it is 
quite possible that the Ooveniitieni of India ma\ have to decide that a 
new' industry should h(‘ startl'd i,i ludi.i. You cannot ask tlie Supply 
Department to wait till the Standing Committet‘ meets to dtaade such an 
important and urgiait question. It will he rather a sitting Committee, 
t would like, therefore, the Govtrnment of India to tell us whether they 
propose^ to depart from their usual practice of not calling the meetings' 
of the Standing Committees, a< least in this matter. 1 would like to know 
lou m<my meetings the Monourahh' Member propose.s to call. 

The third point; I would like to state is that this Committee is going 
to be appointed on a ilesoiution ])ass('d by tins Legislature, because the 
Legislature felt that inqiortant things were Ixang done liy the Siipph 
Department in which the House was interested. It will he a sort ot a 
watch-dog of this House. 1 would .like to ask the Honourable Meinber 
whether this Standing Committee will make a report of its work to the 
Legislature. If these Committees are ajipoiiited and they do not meet 
and do not make any report, then 1 think, eonstitiitionajh" speakimy it is 
wrong for the House to appoint such Committees. Su(*h a Coinmittee 
must represent this .I^igisbiture. The jA-isInture must, therefore, know 
whether the Committee is working, un.! if it is working, hou- it is workiii" 

“"‘i'■ therefore, feel limt the House should not 
a^ree to the appointment of the (.'oinmittee imle.ss that Oonunittee is 
going to be responsible to this House, 1, tlierefore, feel th.it eonstitu- 

Committees ,s an old. one anTmaiu (1 t 
strengthening tlie powers of tlie Lemslature nid thl 

latiire over tlie Kxeeiitive Coveriinient 11,.' ^ *'he Lc,gl.s- 

ing Committees weakens tlie control of ‘he Stand- 

aovorniiient. What happens H (his w ' I Executive 

the Government of India fell us tint Ilu certain matters, 

standing Committee, It ereafeL f i, the 

'uitlee nu.sf have agreed to the proposals ni \ ’'"I *’® Standing Cnm- 
But we do not know at ail whetkr (ho ShniT Committee, 

y -t. r liave heard the ^feinbers o tlS "«reed 

times saying that the nroceedin-^s were elfi 1 e'T several 

say wdiether thev had agreed or "not to the ^ *^"ha and they could not 
of India. In such cases, the votini^ iq the Government 

how the Jfempers had voted It is”i <50 "ot know 

IS n matter of procedure. 
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Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar; Xou-Muhaiiuiiadaii): S) far as llic Railway 
Standing Finance Committee is concerned, a Member is entitled to have 
Ills opinion recorded if lie wants to do so. Tie can insist on that being 
done. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: 1 do not know about tlu^ work of the ^Iend)er^ of t1io 
Ihnlway Standing Finance Committee. Sometimes we are not even 
;i)lo\\(‘(l to refer lo tlic |iroce(‘dings f)f a Select (^onunitteo. Tn the case 
(if ilie Ih'ili^li Paili.-Miieiit tlie [U'oeredings of tin; Select ('oniiiiitt(‘es are 
published. 

Mr. President (d'he ITonouralde Sir \bdur riahim): That is tiu' rule ol 
the House, and not of tlie (loveniieent. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: T am not speaking on t'nat eonstit ni iop: ' question. 

I ;iiii -^p(*akinu on the (pu'stion whether 1h»‘ <'.Mtr d ot ihi' Li''as],itnvf‘ over 
the 1 teuait nient wll! he renul h'au'd by the ;vp]a »inl nient 'i '"niniUtecs 
(\*hieh are not ri'sponsihh' Im the Hoo'^e If iV»<. fM)TUM!iUee is 'joinLr to I')'’ 
responsible to the TIons(\ and inakt* a )e])(.i^ tlie House of the work 
done })y that committee, that eommittee might strengtVien tlu' control of 
t]i(' Legislature ovei’ tin* hXaumtivc (Jovernment. ff the eoiuniitlee does 
not teporl to tlu* House, it W(‘akcns the control of the Tiegislature over the 
l\\eeutive (iovauaui lent. 1 will (‘X]dain Ivov it wf'alo >;s. Miuidxu’s ,f the 

Tiegislature wlio want lo crilicisi' <‘ire told that the Standing ('ominittee 
has been consulted witliout the Members knowing bow the members voted 
and in what way the Standing Committee Members were eonsnltial and 
what their opinion N\as. 1 .im, lluu-efore, not in favour of tlii-; Kesolntion 
unless I get a satisfactory reply to tho*questions which 1 have raised. 

Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Ru?al)- Sir, 

I iindei-staiid that I lu‘ Honourable Memlier who has brought forward this 
motion hefoi’e tlie House had two reasons for doing so. Tdrst of all, 'Ui 
the Tdnanci' Bill (here was a lot (d‘ eritieisin against tlu* Snppl\ Dtqiai't- 
nient. Memlx'i’s aftcu’ i\leiid)ers pointed out that thev wi're not satisti(‘d 
with tile conditions us the\- are prevailing, espeeially us i-i'gui-ds tlu* ex¬ 
penditure* of moiuw in' tlu* Supply Dt purtment. The Honomuhh* .M( ni- 
l)C‘r (diose this oeeusion (o hia’iig tin’s moti(’)n and satisfy the Thui^e That 
is tlie first reason. Tlie s(*cond reason is that on aeeonnt of the Re^oln- 
tion whieh was moved h> my ITononralile frii'ud, Mr. Muhammad 
Xamnan, in tliis House, the (M)vi*rnmeiit ))romis(*d tlu'v would appoint a 
Committee and that ])romise indui-ed Mr. Mnliammad Xaimian to with¬ 
draw^ liis Besohition. After all these assnrnnees were given, the tV)m- 
mittc(‘ W'hich is intended to he apjioinfod must he of the nature which 
may satisfy this House. Tf the Committee that is going to be appointed 
does not satisfy this House, then, T think, not only will it not be useful, 
hut this House should reject it at omu*. It might also create a bad 
iiiipression in tlie minds of the public that after the criticism whieli was 
I(*ve]l(‘d against tlie Croveniment for six days- (he (Jovernment piomised 
to do a particular thing, wlu*n they were, in dithe.nltios, and as soon as 
those difficulties were over, the Government went back on their promise 
and did nothing. This waas really the reason which was at the back of 
the mind of many Honourable Members who voted yesterday against 
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the Government, bee,.use tiu. did not think they would get all those 
things for which hopes uor.' rais.-d ni ll.oii h.nrts rii(> Ooverniiunit h, 
their present attitude are <loing a great nnstake. They are injuring their 
oim ctiuse. Thev pivposv hi create a coimnittee which will not satisfy 
this Hou^e it mil be n useless commutes What wo want is full co,i. 

1 Z .vopnilitiire so that «e nmv see how the money ,3 spent, what 
I f fflJers are ’recruited whellier so many officers are needed at 

vitfi we ‘could get he’tter (dass of officers for the salary we are 
an, wiwnui we o ^ proper persons, or whether 

offering, whether the tLu nervous \y]l>> \yin help the Finance 

the contracts arc given onh'^u^ ^ • j 

Memher by paying ^ ,hXr here is no rvaste. and 

na\ers nionev is properly uiilistd. dim wnc-i^i i_r 

.so on. Bv nierelv having three Members on t ns ( oiii.inttee, Hcmomable 
Memtiers must realise that it is not ahvays that a 1 tl.e three MeinI.ers 
can l,e present at meetings. Tlierc is such a small lunnber that people 
coininp from loog distances can ‘levor be present at all times. J hey 
cannot come at a nionient s notit'c. A bigger ( ommittee is re(|iiired and 
tin* material is to l)e laid before them and their considered verdict 
obtained. Sometimes there may be one or two absentees who, on 
ac'coinit of many reasons, may not be able to attend at the time which 
suits t-lie Honourable Member to call the (^ommittee for the meeting. Thei’e- 
fore. Sir, if this is going to be a (committee only of three Members of this 
House', tlum 1 think it is a useless Committee and we cannot support the 
motion. 


The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: Sir, instead of Hon¬ 
ourable Members having a grievance that I am trying to do this morning 
something contrary to tiiat wbifdi I had promised, I have a grievance 
(hat Honourable Members liave not correctly represented what I had 
undertaken (o do. T was perfectly ch'ar when I mad(' the announcement 
to the House and so was the Honourable the Finance Member that T had 
u/ider consideration tlu.' question of attacdiing to (be Supply I)e[)artment 
a Standing Committee like the Standing Committees attached to other 
Departments. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: And working in the same vvay. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: T do not know why 
t)ie Honourable Member should be so impatient. There is all the time 
in th('. world to explain matters. Thai matter is not a matter of mv 
discretion. It is a matter regulated by a Notification of which Honour¬ 
able Mfunbers are aware, and if they are not aware, they ought to be 
aware. It is not for me to say that three Members are too little. The 
announcement that was made was that a Standing Committee would be 
set up like the Standing Committees and on the same lines as the Stand¬ 
ing Committees that are attached to other Departments. So far as the 
question of composition of these (committees is concerned, and the func¬ 
tions of these Committees are concerned, that is not a matter of my 
discretion or of anybodyelse s discretion. That is already regulated by 
a Notification. The position was there laid down of which Honourable 
.Members are already aware and were aware at the time when the an- 
noim^ment was made that the composition will be three Members from 
this House and two from the other House. In that matter I have no 
choice. 
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attached TO THE DEPTT. OF SUPPLY. 

The next question raised was that having regard to the attendance 
in the House, the Government should place a voluntary restriction upon 
itself that nominated Members should not take part in the election. 
Now, Sii% that I think would he, even if it is voluntarily done, an un¬ 
warranted interference witii the right of nominated Members who are as 
much Members of this House as other Honourable Members are. But 
to this extent, and without creating a precedent and without in any way 
retlec'ling upon nominated Members, I can meet the wishes of those 
Hnnounible Members who have raised this point tliat so far as the Gov¬ 
ernment Whip for electing these Members is concerned, I am prepared 
to see that the support of such Mtunbcrs who receive tin*. Governnumt 
Whip goes only to elected Members who put themselves forward for 
election. That, 1 am prej)ared to do and if tlie House attaches so much 
im])ortanee to the question of elected Members, our W hip will support 
only elected Members. But I must make it (lerfectly clear that rliis will 
l)(‘ done only in vi(*w of the special circuimstances in wiiieh this Gom- 
mitt(‘e is being set up and [ am quite sure that Ihaiourai le Members 
will not now se(‘k to mak(‘ a distinction between different ('ategorfes of 
elected Members. 

1 have already answered the first part oi Mr. Josbi’s question. WTth 
regard to the second part, I am not j>r(‘pared to admit witli regard to my 
Honourable Golleagucs who are Chairmen of other Committees that they 
are open to the criticism which Mr. Joshi has made. M\ Honourable 
Colleague, the Member in charge of Communications, has just assured 
me that so tar as his Department is concerned, the S<tanding Committee 
meets every Session. Bui T will say this that the functions and 
activities of the Supply Department are very important. And T mvself 
fiavc tlit‘ iutention. so long as I am Member for Supfily and Cliairman 
of th(‘ Standing Committee, to call the Committee much more frequently 
than Standing Committees have been called in the past and to consult 
them on a much wider range of subjects than they have been consulted 
on in the- pa^t. 1 hope thai as.<urance will satisfy FloiKUirablc Memb-rs. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Will there be monthly meetings? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: It would be difficult 
to give an assurance r)f that nature. It is possible that there might be 
two meetings in a month or there may not he a single meeting in two 
rnonth.s. Ihit, as 1 have said. I intend to call the Committee more fre¬ 
quently than other committees, as frequently as there are questions to 
he placed before tliis Committee on which their advice has to be sought. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“Th:it this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as may be approved by 
the Honourable the President, three Members to serve for the remainder of the 
current financial year on a. Standing Committee to be attached to the Department of 
Supply. ” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); I may inform 
Honourable Members that for the purpose of election of a member for 
the Governing Body of the Indian Research Fund Association and of 

D 2 
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tliree members for tlie Standing (yommittee for the Department of Supply, 
tile Notice Othce will be open to receive nominations up to 12 Noon on 
Friday, the 22nd November, 1940, and that the elections, if necessary, 
will be held in the Assistant Sceretai'y’s room in the Council House, 
New Delhi, betwc-en the hours of iO-BO A.M. and 1 P.M. on Monday, the 
25th November, 19 JO. 'rhe eh'ctions will be conducted in accordance with 
the principh' of piopoidional re])resonlation b} means of tbe single trans¬ 
ferable vote. 


tup: INDIAN FAILWAA^S (AAIENDMENT) BILL—concM. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr llahini): The House will 
now r('snme eonsidi'ration ot tbe motion^ moved by the Hononralile Sir 
An<lrew (’low jind tlie ananidmeTitl uiovcmI thej-eon b\ Manlvi Mnbammad 
Abdul (lhani, yesterday. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahniad (Cum'd Provinees Southern Divisions; 
Mnbammadan linrah: Si)\ yesterday <\ening 1 was comparing the pro- 
\isioiK oj tlu' old and tbt‘ lU'w Lills 1)\ elaiist' 2 f)f tlu' ntwv Bill they 
have added tbe words “‘or I'emain in" in section ()8 of the. Act. This 
to m\ mind is usdess because it a man enters a railway carriage with 
tlu' ohj('el of travelling bo must remain in it. ITow'over this is a very 

minor ])nint. B' elansi B the onus of proof (’>n the passengtn*. as existed 

in rlie old Ibll. li as bet'll taken awio but the ])nnislmieni lias lieen I'X- 
t('nded irom two months to one year. Tlien, under tbe old Bill a hona 
fide jiassenger failing to pnndiaso a tick(*t for valid reasons could take a 
eertitieati' and he w’oiild b»> exeinptc'd from any ])enalt\ ; niuh'r the new' 

Bill failure to jiiirebasi' a ticket hn* any reason involvc's a (lenalty even 

thoijgb Ih' may liavc' givi'U information about it. He is absolved from a 
])o?'tion of ih(' pi'iialty but tlx' p(‘nalty W'ill lx* tlu're: 

“l^rovi(t(xl that where the passenger ha^ irtimediatels after iiienrniig the (.harpe .-ind 
l)efni'(> ])eing tieteeted ))V' a jadw.tv .seivanl notified to the rail^v.iN r\ant on rlntv 
wid) the train the fact of the fliarge having lx (mi iiKinitd. the ('Xee^'- eliaige sit.ill he 
one sixth of (ho I'xcess eliarge othei wise payahh' calenlated to the neari'st aiin.i. or 
two annas, vvliichev^n’ i.s greater.’* 

So the ]irovisi()n wliicdi <litferentiates between a Ixma fide traveller 
Irom a person who wiliully traxels witliont paying monev is taken awoiv 
in this fnirtienlar flill. 

1 In* iK'xf |i()ii!( is about flic (xiwor of arrest. Ihidc]’ tbe nc'W’ Bill a 
jicrson who 1 ravels in a liigliev (dass with a Iowan’ class ticlvot may lie 
arresti'd. but tin re was no smdi ])rovisioii in tbe old Bill. So there is 
great difference beiween tliesi' two Ihlls in this respect and they are not 
identical. I be in-w Bill clearly sliows malice' behind it which we did 
llol 1)11(1 ill tht' old Ihll. 


A Thnt the Bill further to amend the Indian Bailwa-s Act, 1890, he referred to 
a Sclcrt (’oMunittee eonsi.sting of Dr. Sii Zianddin Ai.onad. Manlana Zafar Mi Khan 
Ur (. Drshmnkh, Khan Bahadur ATinn Dhulani Kadir Afnhammad Shahhan. Atr’ 
•T. S^ott Mr. B. M. Staig. an,l llir Movrr. with i]i,..truction..! to renort on the 

opeuini; ch,v of (ho next Session of the AssemWy. and th.at the number of members 
who.se presence .st.all be neeessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be 

31 s/jlmiarvl 'lMl"” * purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 



the INDIAN RAILWAYS (AMENDMENT) HILL 


925 


These nrc the points of differenee between the two Bills. If, unfor¬ 
tunately, this Bill becomes law we, on this side, will have no option 
but to insist that better facilities for booking shoidd be provided. At 
every station there should be at least two [)ersons, one for selling tickets 
and the other to receive them when the train arrives. At present even 
at junction stations there is often onl\ one man who acts ixjth as booking 
clerk and as ticket collector. A train may stof) at a junction sometimes 
for half an hour and you cannot expect {)eople to cajine hall an hour in 
advance to buy their tickets, d’herefore, the cjuestion of adecpiate statf 
must be seriously considered. Also tlu‘ booking offices should (jpen at 
least half an hour before the arrival of the train and should remain open 
while the tra'in is at the station and should not be closed till 
the train has left. What actually happens now is that booking is 
closed as soon as there is a signal from the last station and certainly 
when the train has arrived at the distant signal. So a [)i‘ison who arrives 
at the station after tlu‘ train has [lassed the distant signal cannot l)U\ a 
ti(^ket and has no alternative but to go without a ticket and to incur the 
penalty of imprisonment which is proposed in this If ill. I agree that 
people should follow the law but the fault lit*s moia* on the Kailw'ay 
Administration than on the public. In ever\ countr\ then* are facilities 
for the travelling public which, unfortunately, do not exist in India. 
The fundamental difference between the Honourable Meml)er on that 
side and ourselves is that we believe in the certaint\ of detection as 
having a greater deterrent etfect than severity of punishment. W’e 
believe that certainty of detection will stop the crime but he thinks 
severity of punishment will do it, f am glad the Honourable the Home 
Member does not follow^ the principle of the Kaihvay Member. In the 
old days, we know, a man had his hands cut off for committing a theft, 
and in some countries this punishment still prevails. And we know that 
in those days there wen* more thefts than thei'e an* now. Under British 
rule the number of thefts has diminished liec'ause of better administra¬ 
tion and because of greater chance of thefts being found out. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea (('aleutta Suburbs: Non-Muhamrnadan Urban): 
In England people used to l)e banged for stealing. 

Dr, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I did not remember that. 

Maulana Zalar Ali Khan (East Central Punjab : Muhammadan): May I 
remind my Honourable friend that in Arabia where hands are cut off for 
the offence of theft, tliere are few cases of theft as compared with India 
where no hands are cut off? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: 1 am glad that my friend, Dr. Banerjea, 
reminded me that ticketless travellers are not sought to be hanged in this 
particular Bill. The deterrent punishment has not fortunately gone so far. 
The defect lies in their having a bad system of checking tickets. Had 
there been a certainty of catching such travellers, probably these defects 
would have disappeared. I shall give some examples of how defective 
their system is. In this connection I may say that sometime ago one 
Mr. Scott, in whose memory they have got the Ilailw^ay Clearing Accounts 
Office, suggested a novel method of checking tickets by the crew system, 
i.e., having an army of these ticket checkers travelling by each train, 
This proved to be defective and W'e said at that time they ought to have 
had corridor trains as in Europe. Had there been corridor trains, tickets 
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could have been checked very easily by a few persons in the train and 
no person could have escaped detection; and no one can imagine that he 
could travel without a ticket if we had corridor trains. My friend may 
say that this would be very expensive; but may T remind him as late as 
1901 Mr. Eobertson’s committee pressed this very question on the Eailway 
Board. He said that the lu'eadth of the railway carriages in India is too 
small for its gau^e and it was uneconomical and the wastage is 22J per 
cent.: so you can easily provide on your existing gauge corridor trains. 
And had this been done when it was brought to your notice, this could have 
been got over. 1 will just read from the Eobertson Eeport 

“In England the width of a vehicle for the 4' 8^" gauge is 8' 6'^ ; in America it 
is 10 feet and on the continent of Europe it is 10^ 6^^. In India the width of the 
carnages for 5 ft. 6" gauge is only O'-b". It ought to have been 12 ft. , or 
2 ft. 9 in. shorter. The Railways are losing 22^ per cent.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The Honourable 
Member must deal with this Bill ; he cannot go into all sorts of suggestions 
for reforms to be made on the railways. The Chair cannot allow that. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: 1 want to prove that by providing (corridor 
trains, they can prevent this ticketless travel. 

Mr. President (The Honomahle Sir Abdur Eahim): There' may he many 
other ways of doing it, but the Honourable Member has got to deal with the 
method proposed in the Bill. 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: .... uud the method wliieh i nm .-oin« 
to press IS that the> should have a better system ot ehcekin^r tickets so'that 

TW Ske I r ot imprisonment 

Ih.it IS the point I want to make. 

AT (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 

Member enti oppose this Bill and say it is ineffectivr.: he cannot .to on 
discussing all other inethods of achieving the object. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: He is suggesting alternative methods 
aro”o;fnSfiSi«^Bm^^ Alternative methods 

Ur. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: T have got everv ria:lit to press that mv 

rvsrnmTs” ' followed'and that the present 

■ m IS lesponsible for the enormous amount of ticketless travelling . 

President (The Honourable Sir Al.dur Rahim): That the Honour- 
methodr”';'^ entitled to, but he cannot ro on siiRRestinR all other possible 

Non-Muhammndan) : How ean a system be 
wan?'; aTovTthrtrM~^^^^ he. cannot 
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Mr. M. S. Aney: That is another matter. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Odieial): Whifdi is that book which 
you are reading from? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad : llobertson’s lieport of 1901. However, 1 will 
leave that report alone. But the first method which I suggest is that they 
ought to provide corridor trains and if they do that one man can check the 
tickets throughout the train while it is in motion; and there will then be 
very few persons who will travel without tickets. They have space of 
2 ft. 9 in. and corridors can be provided without loss of accommodation. 

I wish I could develop this point. My second point is that their system is 
defective because they have been trying all kinds of experiments and every 
experiment is worse than the one before. They had a ver\ good sxstem 
of checking tickets on the East Indian Kailway when it was under 
Company-management. They used to check tickets at junctions by their 
transportation staff, and also a system of checking while the train was in 
motion by ticket inspectors under Accounts Department who knew their 
work, who were respected men of good education and social position. But 
they checked the tickets of railway servants just as well as those of the 
public, and the railway people did not like that they should be checked by 
officers of the accounts department; and they adopted a new system. The 
Moody and Ward Committee recommended an entirely new system doing 
away with the old system altogether. They made no recommendations 
a])out (ransitio]! period. The Kailway Administrations gave effect to those 
reconiincndations by an entirely novel method. They said the entire staff 
of T. T. I’s. and T. T. E.'s. should be dismissed and fresh men were taken 
at a lower salary. The old men were to be reemployed on lower salaries 
ranging from 30 to 96 rupees. Before that, these people were drawing 
200 to 300 or 500 rupees: they were all dismissed and re-engaged on 
smaller salaries; with the result that the ticket checking staff was 
thoroughly dissatisfied and they did not like to do their duties in the way 
they ought to have done. This led to a series of questions in the Assem¬ 
bly. My friends, Sardar Bant Singh, Mr. Lalchand Navalrai and Bhai 
Parma Nand and myself put a series of questions in the Assembly and I 
had several interviews with Sir P. K. Kau and Mr. T\Iden-Pattensen 
about the injustice; some grievances were redressed, but other grievances 
are still there and I would have very much liked to state on the floor of 
the House what those grievances are, but I am afraid of you. Sir, and T 
do not know whether I will be entitled. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): If the Honourable 
Member knows that, then he had better not attempt it. 

Dr, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: All right. Sir : those grievances are there and 
I have repeatedly drawn, the attention of the Railway Board and of the 
Honourable Member to them, but nothing lias been done and no action 
has been taken: some of the orders arc interpreted in one way by the 
North Western Railway and in a different way by the East Indian Railway; 
and [ ask why should not tlicre be uniformity in considering these (pies- 
tions? The result is that the dissatisfaction is there that they have not 
been justly treated; and I say if you want to get good work from your staff, 
it is your duty to keep them satisfied. 
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Mr. President (Tho H()iu)uval)le Sir Abdur Kaliim). The Honourable 
Member is ([(‘alinj^^ willi a qiu'stioii wliieh be knows is out of order. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad : All right. Sir. I will leave that alone. What 
they fli(] was that instead of employing one or two good men on good 
salary. tlje\ have employed a host of these ticket (‘heckers on oO or Oo 
oi 2~) rupees, ( an yen expect any honesty from a class of persons who 
have passed only the matriculation and who do not come from good 
families anrl whose salary is so low that it is difhcult for them Ui make 
both (Olds meet? But you put them in these responsible posts—they are 
the persons who will aiTost peo})le at w'ayside stations-—a man who draws 
30 rupees a month and who passed tlie matriculation yesterday and 
pT’ol)al)ly not broughl up in good traditions, he will be asked to arrest people 
at wayside stations, he represents tlie railway administration at these 
j)laces. T say it is yoni' duty to employ ticket examiners of the type that the 
administration, when it was under Company-nninagemeut, used to employ 
and not the type of staff yon have a< ))resent. This reminds me of a story, 
r mean abo\it the manner in which tickets are checked .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdm* Bahim): The Honourable 
12 Noon- Member has been nearly an hour; he laid better leave stories 
alone. 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad t Very w’ell. Sir, hut T say this to sliow that 
the method devised l)\ tlie raihvays for cheeking tiekets is like tlie method 
which a ])erson employed when he engaged four servants one after the 
other to lel(‘h milk, and the result was there was no milk at all. [ leave 
the other part of the striry alone. Therefore, I suggest that if we go hack 
to the old system of cheeking tickets, then some of the present difficulties 
can he minimised. 

Jh'fore r sit (lov\n. Sir, 1 shonld liki' to read one or two important 
opinions sent to us. I am Sony thal the Honourable Membei* paid no 
attention to these opinions w'hile drafting the present Bill. Tlie Bill was 
circulated with the object of collecting public opinion. Here is one- 
opinion from Bihar .... 

Mr. N. M. Joshi; When was this Bill circulated? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: This Bill was never circulated. Tins is our 
motiuii. I he foiiner Bill was circulated, and the present Bill should have 
heen drafh'd kc(‘pmg in vitwv flic opinions expressed on the previous Bill, 
-this IS wdiat is stated here: 


his. lailway servant or police officer or any other i:>er 50 ii who may be . . to 

nu H.(i. who \e.\atiously and unnece.s8arilv— 

shnll searches or causes to be searched any railway carriage . . 

Hne o/wCrtF 

onp' should have been included for the 

o7ui::''i;.u::ykSr 


fo.."Jnd FT^i^dlk:! oT.;"o.do‘c7 7 imprisonment is uncalled 

minds of tlic public that the power oV arrelt wfll 1 „ in the 

for nnder the new rules oven ^ poHmh^riTrV^ 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow (Member for Hallways and 
Commuiiiciitiona): Sii-, is this relevant;’ There is no power of arrest m 
the present Hill. 

Mr. President (The hlonourable Sir Alxiur Ihihim); The Cliair does not 
thiirk tile Hononrahie. Meinher pares ver\ ima h wtielher il is in order or 
not. There is no power of arrest in tins l’.ill Unit llu' Hononralde Member' 
is dealing with. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I will just road o)ie or two more opinions and 
then finish. There is an opinimi from Chittagong whieh sa\s that the 
power of arrest w ithout a warrant is itaiHv a dangerous weapon. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Uabim) : There is no pow'er 
of aiTC'st in this Hill at all. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: The onl\ alternative, it sass.—and this is 
from Ajmcr-Merw^ara : 

“Tf tickotless travel is to he checked, you should increase the uurnher of railway 
servants so as to prevent people without tickets from entering the train and make- 
ingress on the platform of important stations in their vicinity much moie difficult 
than at present.” 

Now', Sir, if \ou read all these opinions carefully you will find that till 
these concentrate on one fundamental point, that is, we should not give 
these powers as eonternplated in tlie Hill to ordinary people, and there 
should be no ])ower of imprisonment. There are sufficient powers for the 
collection of fines in the penal code, and, therefore, there is no reason why 
special measures should be proviih'd in this Hill for tlie collection of fines. 
The Distri(‘t Magistrate of a place has enough pow'ers to collect fines, then 
why should yon have fresh pow'ers to send a man to jail not merely to 
simple imprisonment but to imprisonment of either charaeter . . . 

Mr. President (I'he Honourable Sir Ahdur Hahim): Tlu' Honourable 
Member has said all tlnii yesterday. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: T was only summing up my spe(‘(*h. Sir. I 
said tliat the fnndainental difference hetweon the Ciovernment Henclies and 
ourselves is that they believe in the harshness of the measures while we 
believe that the administration should he sueh that travelling without 
tickets mav be impossible and detection is made certain, and if we place 
our own house in order, there will be no need for this paifienlar Hill. 
With these w'ords T sujiport the motion for eireiilation 

Pandit Nilakantha Das (Orissa Division: Non-^^llhammadan): Sir. this 
measure has been praeiically in contemplation for the past 15 years or 

more, and one hardly thought a few w'ei'ks ago that a gentleman like .... 

* 

Mr. President (The irononrahlo Sir Ahdur Habim): The TTonourable 
Member had better speak up. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: He is weak. Can he come to the front? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur Haiiim): Yes. if the Honour¬ 
able Member cannot speak up from that place. 

(At this stage, Pandit Nilakantha Das came and addressed from the 
Bench occupied by Members of the European Group.) 
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Pandit Nilakantha Das: 1 was sa\ing that a gentleman so sweet and 
80 reasonable like niv iriend, Sir Andrew Clow', would bring forward a 
measure of fhis kind into this House. But it lias been an inconvenient 
legacy, so to say, for my Honourable friend. For the past 15 years it has 
moreover been practically a kind of proj)aganda, and we know the effect of 
propaganda in these days. In 1025 or just about that time when the rail¬ 
way convention was established b\ a lesolution in lliis House, there was 
some uproar that ticketless travel should be (diecked. Then various 
measures were adopted, various conferences were held, and at last a Bill 
was proposed in 1986. That Bill was allowed to lapse, as there w'as uproar 
all over the country, and tIuTe was complete opposition to it. This year 
in March and April the question again came up befoi’e the Central Advisory 
Council for Bailways, and it was said that some decision should be taken, 
otherwise ticketless travel would increase, and this ticketless travel was, 
as it were responsible for all the difhcTilties in the railway administration. 

But by that time both the departments, the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department as well as this Kailwax Department had been combined into 
one and they are in cliarge of one Member who is now called Member for 
Communications. 1 have previouslv ui-ged on various occasions that some 
lesson should be taken from the Postal Department so that things like 
the ticketless travel may lie minimised in the railway administration too. 
llailways are now handling many parcels and things like that. Formerly 
post office was handling all those articles. But the difference was that it 
practically took tlie public into its confidence. The public knew that any 
complaint against a postal offi('ial or against the J)epartment, any complaint 
about corruption w’ould be properly considered and dealt with. They could 
then send any (iomplaint free of (a)st. This went on for several \ears. 
Now this privilege has been withdrawn, but the j)co])le have full confidence 
in the postal and Telegiapli Departments. On the other hand, th(‘ people 
have practically no confidence in the Jlailway Administration which is, 1 
may say, generalh full ot corruption. Of coui’se, there may be some 
difference in handling business and articles and materials betw'een the 
Postal Department and the Bailwax Administration. But making all 
allowance for that, are the Baihvax Depaiiment able to check the corrup¬ 
tion in their officials and underlings? Acc^ording to the report, the highest 
amount realised was about Bs. 26 lakhs in 1920 from ticketless travellers 
dc1c(ded including penalties, and the expenditure in cheeking was Tls. 27 
lakhs. These are the latest figures xve have got and T think my Honourable 
friend has given no other nexv figures. This is only a loss of rupees one 
lakh in the entire railway administration. One may say it is practically 
nothing and, as a matter of loss, it should not be considered at all. But 
though tlie consideration is always said to be purely and entiiely economic 
here, ticketless travel max’ also he considered to be a social, an’d even a 
moral evil. But the Bailway administration itself is full of such moral 
evils as T have said. They should first be dealt xvith. My Honourable 
friend shonld take note of that fact that parcels sent by a railw^ay, say, 
parcels of grain, vegetables, oil, even coal tar,—parcels sent at the owner’s 
risk hoxv many of them are deliberately damaged and from how many 
parcels articles aie stolen on the way. Tf complaints are made, sometimes 
where it cannot he avoided compensation is given. What is the amount of 
that compensation? Has there been any investigation or effective step 
taken to check this paxinent of compensation for this theft by the Railway 
employees. This kind of corruption is at times rather encouraged, 
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unknowingly though it may be. l^et me give an instance in this ticket 
checking. T. T. l. ’s were appointed in large numbers probably as a measure 
for eliminating this plague, i£ I m.ay call it so, of this ticketless travel. 
There was a confidential circular to these ticket Inspectors, at least in one 
railway with whicli I am directly concerned, and which I know, that they 
must each realise and give to the Itailway company every month twice the 
amount of their pa.y. If that be so and if there be an increase in the 
number of ticketless travellers, who is to blame tor this? There may be 
such other circulars. Of course, it may be with all good intentions of the 
authorities, but it was a mistake and in effect we find the number of 
ticketless travellers, which was about four in 1928 in a thousand passengers 
went up to six in 1938. Then, of course, there was going to be a regular 
fall. Nevertheless, this increase may be due to catching hold of all sorts 
•of mendicants that go to Puri on various Jafrax and festivals. Vei*y often 
1 have pointed out to the station masters and even T. T. l.’s to drive them 
out from the train. Today we are going to make a law to drive out those 
persons from the train, l)ut 1 h/ive asked tliem, have requesfi^d them several 
times to drive them out from the train hut the\ did not do it. Probably 
they simply put them in the list of detection. Th('\ sometimes drive them 
out in one station and they come b\ the backdoor even with their 
connivance, probalily to he listed again. I have seen this very often. But 
the number of tieketless travellers must increase, for, though the T. T. I.’b 
may not realise money, at least they ought to show that on aceount of 
their employment the detection has been more and more. Tt may be due 
to this that the number wont up in these years up to six in a thousand 
Then it gradually came down as it ought to. Up to 1938 it was piactically 
six, hut it was less than 1930. In 1936 it was 6-2 and in 1938 it was O-l. 
I mean per thousand. When this was the position, just at that time a 
Bill eame to be introduced in this House to penalise iicketless travelling. 
Where is the cause? Why should such a measure be contemplated at all,-— 
six in a thousand? Tt is a liusiness concerned, and if this ticketless 
travelling is not something like a plague which affects the entire administra¬ 
tion, six persons in a thousand may even be let off as a matter of charity. 


Punitive measures like this should not be thought off because they can 
be easily put into the Statute-book, liailways being a state business. 
That is a temptation, and this our commercial department should not fall a 
victim to this temptation. Today particularly the Department can get 
such punitive measures only for the asking. Then look at the provision 
here. Tlie railway servant will simply go and tell the magistrate, so many 
rupees will be paid by this man. The magistrate will at once consider the 
amount as a tine without enquiry. L am not a practising lawyer. I do not, 
know where lies the burden of proof here, whether the passenger is 
entitled to say to the magistrate that the Pailway man had Inought him 
to the Court out of malice. I do not know. The Bill says that the amount 
will be put down at once as a fine, and in default of payment the man 
will go to prison. But this is now but the remnant of the various other 
penal measures which were being contemplated. Things seem to be done 
step by step. The next step will probably be that the public will be held 
responsible for ticketless travelling. The Communication Member will 
come to this House and say: ‘Well, my friends, you gave me one measure. 
It could not stop ticketless travel. Now, I propose a punitive tax on all 
persons who travel in the carriage with ticketless travellers’. Now, there 
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arc corridors. You max ucll sax that it is the business of the public, i.e., 
all passciiseis concerned to stop Ibis licketless travelling and to see that 
the person xx-ho travels without tiidxet jiaxs the peiialt.x or ^ets out of the 
train. And if he does not do that, very naturalK a punitive tax may be 
proposed on all those people who are supposed to connive. Is my 
Honourable friend f,'oin,;' to |)ropose it next time'.’ VVhat is the necessity 
of trxiiiy' to penalise tieketloss traxadline like this.' 

'J'fie i;iilwa\ is ;i l>usiru*ss conceni jind the law has provided enough for 
ninniiig this inisint'ss .ill right. Moreover, the statistics that they have 
given us do not show this ticketless travelling to he siK'h a plague that a 
punitive .and emergent legislation should h(‘ proposed at a time like thi& 
wlum praotitaill\ the major portion of th(‘ House' is absent. The War is 
going on. Perhaps it is at our very d<K r and at such a time we are going to 
think of penal measures like this For nothing, you want to alienate 
people and exasp(*rate travellers. You will diive people to go to motor 
buses and motoi' cars. Will you prove by statistics that the case is so 
urgent that a penal measure like this is necessary in order to run your 
administration which is otherwise going to ruin V Last Mareh probably, 
a memorandum was given to the (Vntral Advisory Couneil and practically 
this much information vvliich 1 have alrc'ady quoted was given there. 
Other informations were rather serappy and useless. 


For propi'r estimate ot Hie evil, liowi'ver, T will tell you my experience 
of the Pengal Nagpur Pailway by way of illustration. T belong to that 
part of th(* country, and the P>engal Nagpur Pailuay is the only railway 
which goes tlu'ough my eonstitneni'y. What happens theie. Do you 
know that raihvay offieiids go fnun Kharagpur for dnek shooting to Chilka 
p('rh.‘ips on(*e a week. 

Lieut.“Colonel Sir Henry Oidney (Nominaled Non-Official): That is not 
true I know the Bengal Nagpur Pailway miu'h better than you do. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: Don’t thc\ go from Kharagpur to Calcutta to 
ait tend football matches, even to tin* mconvenienee of ordinary passengers? 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: No, ccrtainl\ not. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: The point may he that the third class passengers 
.’Uc .'ictnally not much inconvenienced fhc'rchy, hul the train het'ornes full 
of lickctlf'ss travelh'i's. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: 1 dvuy it. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: Then yon should l>e put in charge of this ticket- 
less travelling, to check it. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Oidney: Y<iu oushf t.> ho o.io of fhe tioketlesa 

travellers? 

T\r Honourable Sir Ahdur llahim): The Honourable 

Mf'mhei- had better go on wdth his speech. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: So, this very Bengal Nagpur Kail way w anted 
to influenee the Kailway Board to have a measure like this and it is probab¬ 
ly in 1923 or 1924. Bengal Nagpur Kailway figures have been given here. 
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In 1921, ticketless travellers were 69 thousand and in 1931 they were 
178,000. The income was lls. 100,(MM) and 256,000 respectively. If you 
calculate it, the income is propoitionately less than the number of travellers, 
and after all this, there is a loss of only 10,000. In other railways there 
has been still a profit, and in the Bombay, Baroda and Central India, the 
station staff have collected about a lakh. Still w(‘. are not told whether 
in all these years the evil has been sian-essfiillv checked, and if not, how 
far, it has been checked. The statistics ^^iven is scrappy, yet you propose 
this {iiinitive measure and say you cannot do without it. Tliere is practi¬ 
cally no case made out for siudi a ])unitive measure. 

Xow, comin^^ to the Bill, of course an Act like this should not he on the 
Statute hook. That is the first ihin^-. If the motion of rn\ Honourable 
friend, Maulvi Miihamniad Abdul (lhani, for eireadation is pressed, then 
it may he voted for, hut tlnu'e no use. When the old Bill was circulated 
we haA^e got the opinions of non-ofticials, which are generally against 
measures like this. Now, tliat. the Bouse is half eniiity, f Itave grave 
appndiensions that in spite of ns thi-^ Hill wid ('orta* to the Stalnte-laAok. 
Tlierefore, 1 will Migg(*st fua* thing. The Ifill hoe providt^s . 

“any railway seivant appointed hy the railway administration in tliis t)ebalf may 
apply to Magistrate for the recovery of the sum payable as if it wer(> a fine, and 
thi' Magistrate shall order it to be so recovered, and may order (hat tin f>prsoii liable 
for the payment shall in default of payment suffer imprisonmint of either description 
for a term which may e.xtend to one month. . 

Sir, this is rntho' n vindictive nn'esunc How ni;in\ nnuidicants will 
Aon send to jail? Ilavr* \ on aseertconed the miinher of moidicaiits which 
pra('tically increase \onr iiumher of ti(‘k(dless travcllo’s foi' whom xon 
emploN so many travcdling ticket inspeetors? So, this UH'Msnre at li-ast 
should go, or if it rciiiains, the man, tlie socalle<l acensed, htdoro the 
magistrate at least will b(* allowi'd to sa\’ his say. and then if la* lilcc's, 
eontradiet the iailwa\ official, Avho(‘Vf‘r he mav he, and he Tna^ bo a 
common peon, wlio kmoAvs. He* will bi' Inmrd and tlu' magistrati' will give 
his judgment. With these words. Sir. I oppose the princifih' of tlie Bill. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Sir, the motion before the House is to refer the Bill 
to a Select Committee and assnin'ing that .all tlie objections that have been 
raised by so many of my friends are good, I think the Select ('(mnnittee 
members can go through them and see if suitable modifications can be 
made in the Bill or not; so these objections ought not to eona^ in the 
way of this TTouse voting for a riTerenee of this Bill to a Seh'ct Com¬ 
mittee. Thai is my first point. Secondly, my own impression is this, 
that both Hindus and Hnbammadans in India have got a .^ofl and tender 
corner foi* a number of ])ers()ns who go about as sdllnix and fa(prf< in 
this ('oimtry and want to take advantage of any comnmn'ication faidliti'^s 
nnd they want, to knoAv, T think, Iioav it affects them. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Ea anwhody knoAvs that tlu‘V travel, all the railA\ay 
servants knoAv them and they allow them to do so. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: This is exactly what I am saying. That has en¬ 
couraged this tendency to travel without a ticket to a very great extent. 
The point is this, wliether a concern like the "Railways should allow this 
tendency to grow like that more and more,—at considerable cost to the 
railway revenues Avbieh ought to go back toAvards the general revenues. 
I really think, Sir, that this is a tendency to be charitable at the cost of 
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others. These persons who feel for these men who go in for pilgi’‘images 
think that they are likely to be most inconvenienced and, therefore, 
they feel that no steps should be taken to make such travelling not only 
difficult but impossible by introducing some deterrent punishment in the 
Bill. Now, such men are really in my op'inion carried away by a false 
sense of charity and nothing else, and that false sense of charity I per¬ 
sonally do not like; T personally detest that kind of tendency. Secondly 
after all, what does this Bill do? Tliere are three i]n])ortant provisions 
in the flill. The first is the provision which deals with those who travel 
with a view to defraud. For them there is a special provision. If that 
intent to defraud is proved, T believe the pnnisln>ient given there ought 
not to be considcu'ed as very serious at all, because if a man intends to 
cheat or defraud the Bail way, and if he wants to travel lik(? that over 
a public carrier like railway, he ought to be dealt nitli with sufficient 
severity but not with cruelty. 

Now there is one point to which ^ w*ish to make a refei’ence. f do 
not like any s\ibstantive punishment of iTny)risonnient to h(‘ providtal for 
an offence like ticketless travelling. You may im])ose a })unishment of 
fine and in default of that you may provide an alternative punishment, 
hut to provide for a substantive punishmenl of imprisonnumt is, in mv 
opinion, introducing a very harsh penalty unnecessarily, because those 
who have not the means to pay a fine will hav^e to undergo imprisonment 
on account of default, b\it if you provide a punishment of imprisonment 
as a substantive thing, the people in a position to pay a fiiv' will also 
have to go to jail. There is no reason why a substantive p\m'ishment of 
imprisonment should bo provided for any one of the three purj) 0 ses men¬ 
tioned here. Tn other cases of course there is ample room for improve¬ 
ment. Some of the cases to whic.h my Honourable frioTul, Hr. Sir 
Ziauddin Ahmad, has referred on some of the Railways will have to be 
looked into very carefully. Tt is very possible that the words “he should 
incur the charge immediatley” an* objectionable. This word “imme¬ 
diately” is likely to be misconstrued by many persons who are not suffi¬ 
ciently intelligent. These are matters which can be dealt with and dis¬ 
cussed across the table of the Select (lomrniitee and 1, personally, think 
that though the discussion has been very useful, it has not been of such 
a nature that we will be justified in resisting the reference of this Bill to 
a Select Committee. I, therefore,—notwithstanding the fact that two 
of my friends sitting behind me have opposed this motion—personally 
shall record my vote for taking the Bill to a Select Committee. 


Some Honourable Members: T move: 

“That the question be now put." 

Lleut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Sir, if 1 take part it, this del.ate, 
It IR not with a View to pnterinf; into n controversv Over tlie prineii)!(‘,s 
undorlymR the Bill. There can bo no two opinions,’ Sir, that no leaisla- 
' 1 ^,,'''’";,"!^ ’ '^'M'la'iinuty, Rive its consent to the perpetration of Fraud 
7 F" 7- O'- he (luf to mere inal.Tlitv to ,,ay one's 

V"''*' This abuse of the railway svs- 

Th7 Bair ''N' "mendicants, has been one of long 

sfa dm„. The Bailways have suffered lakhs and lakhs of rupees every 
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year on account of this. The Railways have tried to remedy it year in 
and year out by improvements in their administration. As to whether 
they have really been able to do this effectively is not a matter for rny 
consideration. It may be that the only remedy lies in increasing your 
checking staff, bub I suppose the Railways, who today are suffering from 
an epidemic of economy, are not pr(‘pared to do that, or may be, the 
Railways think they can get everything for nothing and so offer a star¬ 
vation salary to these employees in the expectation of honest service. 
But whatever it be, the abuse continues and the Railways are suffering 
and the Railways are now desirous of checking th*is evil. This House 
has disclosed, if I may say so, a feeling of sympathy for these persons 
dishonestly travelling without tickets and some feel the Railwa\s are 
wrong in imposing any punishment upon these ticketless travellers. S'ir, 
T do not think anyone can support an attitude like that. Some have 
gone so far as to say that no such IRll should he on the Statute-book. 
The Railways now want to refer this new legislation to a Select rom- 
mittee. Well, Select Connnittees have sat on this luaiter hefort* out 
practically the Bill passed is a dead letter. Sir, T alwa.ys hx)k upon a 
Select rommittee in this way. A little boy, asked his mother where has 
daddy had gone, and she says, “sonnie, he has f^one to a Committee 
meeting”, the boy then asked, “what is a committee, miimmie?''. to 
which the mother replied, “a committee is a place where a lob of men 
sit around a table, keep minutes but waste hours.” In !iiy opinion most 
committees are like that. Although past efforts have been almost in- 
fructuous, T do not think the proposal of taking this Bill to a Select Com¬ 
mittee will meet the demand. My friend, who ’nails trom the Province 
of Bengal. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: No, from Orissa. 


Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: or who hails from the area served 
by the Bengal-Nagpur Railway has stated in this House that he knows 
that the Bengal Nagpur Railway officials squander their time in going 
duck-shooting every week. He forgets that ducks are not had every 
month, and with one officer going out a week and a duck a week is nob 
much to eat. But I do believe that my friend was carried away with 
his enthusiasm. T know the Bengal Nagpur Railway very well, having 
been a member of its Advisory ComnMtee. I have been in the closest 
touch with that Railway and if there is one Railway in India which deals 
with its passengers and employees with sympathy and justice and where 
the human touch is exercised to the extreme degree, it is the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway under its present agent, Mr. A. Duncan. I stand here 
to repudiate anything that is said against that Railway and its officials 
of the nature we have heard from Pandit Das. 

Sir, this Bill is one that is more than necessary. Even if it does not 
prove beneficial, it is necessary only to show that the Railway Board is 
alive to the interests of its returns. T therefore, support this Bill to be 
sent to the Select Committee. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Sir Andrew Glow. 
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Dr. Sir Ziauddin Abm&d; Sir, os the closure lios iml I)('cm inowil, 
the Honourable Member should not he asked to rejilv. If n elosnie i. 
formally moved, we would libe to divide the ffouse. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: As uo other .Member rose. I was 
asked to re])ly. 


Mr. President (The llononrable Sir .Vlxliir Ihihini): No oilier Aleinhor 
rose when t called upon Sir Andrew Clow to re])ly. Sir Andrew Clow. 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: S‘ir, we have had a very lonp: dis¬ 
cussion and a lot of it dealt with a Bill whicdi was inirodiieed in 103b 
and died in the following- year. T reeoonise that in resjieet ot the two 
important ehinses of this Bill, the one 'imposing the possibility of iiii- 
prisonuieiit for IVand and tli(‘ other relating to an eif'ctiiieiU, as these 
])rineiples ^^’er<^ in the old Bill, the opinions reeeixed on it may be studied 
with advantage. But t do not jiroposi' to follow irononrahh* Moniht'rs 
in d'iscMissiuG: lauvisions wliieh \\('i\.> inehidod in the old Bill hut uhieh 
tind no ])lac(' 1 ut(‘. 1 would merely r(‘])(‘at that the two features of the 
old Bill on winch criticism concentrated were, tii^stly, the chanpin^ of 
the burden of ]iroof and, se(*ondly, the ri^^lit of arrest. Both these jiro- 
posals havt‘, in def('rene<.‘ to ]tnl)lie opinion as expressed in this FTonse, 
been ojnitted from tlie present Bill. .And as thi'rt' sfa-ms tf) he some 
misajiprediension on the subject, I would iikf‘ to add that this Bill creates 
iio lu u ottenee. 1 would, Iherel'oro, '^iiL;,c<”<t lhal \V(‘ mii^lu let the Old 
Bill rest in peaeea 

As rej^ards the ])rin('i]>l(‘ (')f the' Bill, rnv friinuh Sir Ziauddin .\hmad, 
who has I'allen rut her into the habit of attributing to me o])inions 1 do 
not hold, sa'id that the' fnndana.'ntal difference between himself and me 
w’as that he hf'lievod that the im]'»ortant thin‘s was certainty of detection 
and I helievf'd that the inpiortant thiny w’as sf.'verity of punislmient. f 
can assure him that he is (piitt' mistaken and that T am in entire agree¬ 
ment wdth him in the belief that the ceriainty of detection is a far mori* 
deterrent thincf than the severity of punishment. 


Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Bond)ay City: Nvin-Aruhammadan CrhanV. 
Have yon both worked it out maflunnaticallyV 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Neither of ns has applied mathe¬ 
matics to it. Tt is a matter of conviet'ion. But I do not think that is a 
cood reason for not insuring that tlie puinishment can, on occasion, fit 
the crime. 

As regards the main ]>rinciple of the Bill, which is that we slionld do 
what we can to check ticketless travel, T elo not think there is mncli 
ditferen('e of opinion, although T notice that Pandit Nilakantha Das, 
whom WT are glad to welcome hack to the rTonso, after referring to 
tic'ketless travel as a plague, seemed to he urging on me that we should 
carry ticketless travellers as a matter of charity. Me has confessed 
that he is a tickotless traveller himself and I can understand his point 
of view, but T am afraid I cannot agree with him. Sir Ziauddin Ahrnad 
asked mo a question and T woiulered whether, as an old and practised 
examiner, he was not following the practice that these examiners liave 
of putting in an examination paper one little question which traps the 
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unwary candidate, who, although he has studied his subject, is not 
particularly intelligent. He put me the question: Can you give ns the 
statistics to show that the number of ticketless travellers has gone up or 
down? It reminded me of an examination paper which I had seen. It 
contained one question in which candidates were asked to correct a pas¬ 
sage in English. The passage contained the following sentence: 

“The number of persons who are actually murdered but whom everyone believes 
died from natural causes is increasing at an alarming rate.” 

Obviously, I cannot provide any statistics of the number of ticketless 
travellers. T can only provide statistics of the number that we detect 
travelling without tickets. And these were the statistics which Pandit 
Nilaknntha Das w’ns quoting. F was not clear what conclusion he drew 
from them. You cannot judge the efficjicy of measures taken against 
ticketicss travellers hy comparing the amount of penalty vou realise with 
the cost of your checking staff, because the ohjc'ct of liaving a cheeking 
staff is not merely to recover penalties from those you detect but to deter 
other people from taking the risk. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: 1 also said that no proper statistics are given 
of all the items. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I have just explained that 1 cannot 
give the statistics of the persons who actually travel on our trains without 
tickets. 

Now, let us look at the throe simple provisions of the Bill. The 
first one is designed to de<al with the cheat, the person w'ho travels with 
definite intent to defraud. Now', with great respect to Aney, for 

whose support F am grateful, I suggest that a fine of Rs. 1(K) is not an 
adequate penalty for such a case even if yon can put a man in prison in 
default. Mr. Lalchand Navalrai spoke as if the penalty of one year’s 
imprisonment w-as going to be imposed on all the rogues we found. But 
he is loo good a lawyer not to know' that you put in the maximum penalty 
only so that you can deal wtih the gravest ])Ossible cases aiul that it :s 
very seldom imposed in practice. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab: 8ikh): In this connection, may T 
ask the Honourable Member what were the reasons which induced him to 
increa^se the penalty of imprisonment from two months, as in tlie old Bill, 
to one year? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I Lmve liim one reason yesterday and 
I can give the Honourable Member another now'. If w'e kept the penalty 
as it was in the old Bill, it would actually reduce the period which could 
be imposed as imprisonment in default. Mr. Fialchand Navalrai warned 
me that I might become very unpopular because, lie said, people have 
been travelling without ticket for a long time and it would 1)0 a terrible 
thing .... 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Rural): I said they 
had been travelling without imprisonment and punishment. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Yes, without being punished for 
quite a long time. I am afraid I am bound to be unpopular with gentle¬ 
men of that kind. But T suggest that if people who have been travelling 
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without ticket for a long time are brought to book when this Bill passes 
into law, they do not deserve much sympathy from the House. 

The second provision makes very moderate changes in the penalties in 
other (;ases. The only new point in this clause on which there has been 
any criticism, I think, is the provision that persons should be liable to 
iinprisoninent in default. That, ns I have explained, I regard as really 
clarifying the position because it was held in the old days that that was 
already possible under the Act. My Honourable friend. Sir Ziauddin 
Ahmad, asked me why we did not content ourselves with the provisions 
in the Criminal Procedure Code and why we wanted to introduce further 
provisions here. The point is that in regard to fine in the ordinary way, 
the Criminal Procedure Code applies, but here it has been ruled by more 
than one High Court that although the money is recoverable as if it w'ere a 
fine, you cannot treat as if it were a fine when it comes to imposing 
imprisonment in default. 

Then the third and the last provision is that relating to ejec'tment, and 
I confess I was surprised at the criticisms on this point. For, if I re¬ 
collect rightly, in the debates of the prfH*eedings of the old Bill, this 
n^ceived very little criticism indeed. Honourable Iriend, Mr. Lalcl\and 
Navalrai, seemed pariiciilarly pained by it. He complained, and I admit 
there is justice in the complaint, that we let a lot of p(‘ople get into the 
trains and he said that we should take nuicb severer steps to keoj) them 
o\it of our stations and our trains. 1 wish w'e could do that. 1 recog¬ 
nise that it is mnch too easy to get into the trains witho\it a ticket. Sir 
Ziauddin Ahmad asked why w'e did not do as the roads trafi’a* do. 1 am 
sure he will realise on reflection that the two cases are in no way similar. 
The roads are in the fortunate position of being like Artennis Ward, who 
w'hen someone asked him if he could .get into his circus free, replied, “No: 
you can’t go in without paying, but you can pay without going i?i.” It 
is impossible to put up enormous walls or barbed wire fences nnmd every 
station and so long as w’o admit persona to our ])latform on payment of 
one anna and do not exclude them from our premises altogether, unless 
they have actually tickets to travel, we cannot, 1 arn afraid achieve the 
ideal that Mr. Lalehand Navalrai holds before us. But T confess that T 
found his proposition extraordinarily illogical because he seemed to be 
saying to me, “Use every means po.s.sible to keep men off from trains, 
but if you find them in the train, do not for goodness sake take them out”. 

In other words, once he manages to get into the train safely, w^e must 
let him go on journeying indefinitely and must not check him and eject 
him from the train. 

As regards the motion of my Honourable friend, Maulvi Muhammad 
Abdul Ghani, for circulation, I am afraid T must oppose that for several 
reasons. In the first place, although I recognise that he has done his best 
to accommodate me by fixing an early date, the time would not he 
sufficient to secure the opinions. In the second place, the whole subject, 
as the speeches of Honourable Members have shown was canvassed very 
expensively a few years ago and those opinions are still available. But I 
wo\ild endeavour to meet him as far as I can and assure him that Govern¬ 
ment will not ask for the Committee to be convened until a few' days before 
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the beginning of the next Session. ^Fhat will. I hope, give Honourable 
Memebrs time to study the question and also to consult their consti¬ 
tuents. 

In conclusions, Sir, I would only say that I am surprised to hear the 
suggestion that in framing the ihll. I had taken advantage of the absence 
of certain Honourable Members of this House. 

Hr. Lalchand Kavalrai: That is a fact. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I may assure my Honourable friend 
that that is not a fact. When the Bill was framed, the intentions of those 
Honourable Members were as obscure to me as they prob.'ibly were to 
themselves; for they had not received any orders on the subject. 
Obviously, if I had been prepared to flout public opinion in that way, 1 
should have brought in a very different Bill. There would be no reason 
wdiy T should not repeat the provisions of the old Bill w^hich, from the 
point of ItaiUvays alone, was a better Bill and a much severer one. We 
have done our very best to meet all those points, by eliminating those to 
which this House raised serioiis objection. There are some who are of 
opinion that wt< have gone further than is reasonable, but if, as I hope. 
Honourable Members come back from their holiday prepared to give their 
agreement to the Bill now presented before them, I shall feel that that 
course has been justified 

Hr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur Bahim): The question is: 

“That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
Slst January, 1941.“ 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Railways Act, 1890, be referred to 
a Select Committee consisting of Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad, Maulana Zafar AH Khan, 
Mr. G. V. Deshmukh, Khan Bahadur Mian Ghulam Kadir Muhammad Shahban, Mr. 
J. Ramsay Scott, Mr. B. M. Staig and the Mover, with instructions to report on the 
opening day of the next Session of the Assembly, and that the number of Members 
whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be 
four.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 

THE BEIiAR LAWS BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalnillah mmn (Law Member): Sir, 
I beg to move: 

“That the Bill to extend certain Acts to Berar be taken into consideration.” 

Sir, there are two motions on the agenda paper asking for circulation 
of the Bill and in the alternative for reference to a Select Committee. 1 
shall endeavour to show to Honourable Members that neither of those 
courses is necessary in respect of this Bill. From the Statement of Ob¬ 
jects and Eeasons, it may appear that this is a somewhat complicated 
and intricate measure- That actually is not so. The Statement of Ob¬ 
jects and Heasons is detailed no doubt, but it is detailed for the purpose 
of claryfying the actual position. If Honourable Members will look at sec¬ 
tions 46 and 47 of the Government of India Act, 1935, they will find that 
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under section 46, Governors' Provinces include the Central Provinces and 
Berar. Then section 47 makes special provisions as to Berar. Section 
47 says: 

“Whereas certain territory {in this Act referred to as ‘i?crar ) is under the 
sovereignty of His Exalted Highness the Nizam of Hyderabad, but is at the cmte 
of the passing of this Act, by virtue of certain agroenients subsisting between His 
Majesty and His Exalted Highness, administered together with the Central Provinces : 

And whereas it is in contemplation that an agreement shall be concluded between 
His Majesty and His Exalted Highness whereby notwithstanding the continuance of 
the sovereignty of His Exalted Highness over Berar, the Central Provinces and Berar 
may be governed together as one Governor’s Province under this Act by the name 
of the Central Provinces and Berar . . . 

Maulana Zafar All Khan (East Central Punjab: Muhammadan): May 
I ask the ITonoiirable Memlier whelher tlie consent of His Exalted High¬ 
ness has been obtained before introducing this Bill? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah B^han; Under the agreement 
it is not necessary. That is exactly what I am trying to explain. The 
consent has already been obtained by virtue of that agreement to which 
I am referring. The section further says: 

“Now, therefore,— 

(1) While any such agreement is in force— 

(a) Berar and the Central Provinces shall, notwithstanding the continuance of 

the sovereignty of His Exalted Highness, be deemed to be one Governor’s 
Province by the name of the Central Provinces and Berar; 

(b) any reference in this Act or in any other Act to British India shall be 

construed a.s a reference to British India and Berar, and any reference 
in this Act to .sui)jects of His Majesty shall, except for the purposes of 
any oath of allegiance be deemed to include a reference to Berari subjects 
of His Exalted Highness;” 

Now the positioTi, therefore, is this. By viriiie of this section and also 
of the adaptation of the definition of “British India'’ in tlie Geiu'ral 
1 p.M. Clauses Act, after tlie 1st April, 1937, all Acts passed which are 
expressed as being applicable either to Rritisli India or to the Central Pro¬ 
vinces and Berar arc by their own force applicable to Berar and apply to 
B,erar. So that, since that date all legislation of that character has been 
in operation in Berar by its own force. Acts passed before that date 
were applied to Berar by nolificalions under the: Eoredgn Jurisdiction 
Order iu (iouueil. Every one of these Acts which is in the Schedule of 
the present Bill except Acts covered by para. 4 of the Statement of Ob¬ 
jects and Heasons is actually in force in Berar today, but it is in force by 
virtue of an order under the Eoreign Jurisdiction Order in Council. All 
Acts passed after the 1st April, 1937, which are expressed to be applica¬ 
ble to the whole of British India or are expressed to be applicable to the 
Central Provinces and Berar are in force in Berar by virtue of section 47 
of the Government of India Act and the definition of “British India'’ 
under the General Clauses Act. 

Maulana Zafar All Khanr By virtue of British bayonets. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: By virtue of the 
agreement entered into by His Exalted Highness the Nizam, referred to in 
section 47. And all that this Bill seeks to do is to make those Acts whicli 
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are at present operative in Berar to be oi^erative by legislation rather than 
by notihcation under the Foreign Jurisdiction Order in Council and to 
extend certain other Acts to Berar. The inconvenience which it seeks 
to remedy is this. These Acts are already in force, as I have said, but 
whenever any notification has to be made under these Acts or rules have 
to be issued under these Acts or an order has to be promulgated under 
these Acts, you have to issue those rules or those notifications or those 
oiders in a double set, one set applying to the whole of India or 
applying to the Central Provinces and another set applying to Berar, 
because the Berar law is distinct from the original Act. And 
it is to do away with this anomaly, that is to say, that action has to be 
taken twice over in respect of all these notifications and orders and rules 
that th.s Bill has been introduced. Except for a few minor Acts this Bill 
does not enforce in Berar anything that is not today in force there. All 
that it does is that it changes the authority under which these laws are 
in force. Today these Acts are in force under the Foreign Jurisdiction 
Order in Council and if this Bill becomes law they will contnue to be in 
force under this Bill. And thus uniformity of procedure in the matter 
of the issue of notifications and orders will have been secured. Sir, 1 
move. 


Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Motion moved: 

“That the Bill to extend certain Acta to Berar be taken into consideration,” 

There are two amendments in the name of Manlvi Muhammad Abdul 
Ghani, one for circulation and the other for Select Committee. 


Dr, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan Rural): Sir, is he to move both these amendments now or 
will lie move the Select Committee motion if the first one is defeated? 

nr Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 

Member knows the practice quite well. He can move both, and they will 
both be open to debate along with the original motion. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ohanl (Tirhut Division: Muhammadan)- 

Sir, 1 move: ' 

the”?isf jlnaa®y,‘ ‘hereon by 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdul Rahim): Amendment moved: 
the'suf J^nuar?! of. eliciting public opinion thereon by 

With regard to his other amendment The Chair is told that the names 
mitted proposed Select Committee have not yet been sub- 


The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan: And we have 

been asked for any names. 


not 


Mr. President (The 
will 2)roeeed now on the 


Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Then the debate 
original motion and the circulation motion. 


Maulvi Muhanmad Abdul Ghani; Sir, the object of my moving this 
motion 18 that I do not like to stand in the way of Government in the 
matter of the extension of these various Acts as mentioned in the Schedule 
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But I find that some of these Acts date back even to the year 1850. I do not 
know why it was not thought fit to extend these Acts during all these years 
and why there should be any hurry to extend them to Berar just now. 
It has been j^ointed out by the Leader of the House that they are in ope¬ 
ration there in actual practice- So the purpose is being served and there 
is no hurry about it. Therefore, the Bill may be circulated for eliciting 
public opinion. There are very many intricate things in it. Vor instance, 
there has been some ngreeinent between His Majesty’s Government and 
the Nizam’s Government, and in view of this agreement regarding Berar 
it is necessary that we also should have an opportunity to study the posi¬ 
tion so far as these Acts mentioned in the Schedule are concerned. [ 
hope the Leader of the House will accept my modest amendment and the 
House will also support me. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan):Sir, as the representative 
of Berar in tliis House 1 think 1 am more interested in this measure than 
my Honourable friend who has just spoken. This mensure does nothing 
more than remove a certain kind of anomalous position that exists with 
regard to the application of certain Acts to Berar. Since the date of its 
cession in the year 185H, Berar has been treated as H. E. H. the 
Nizam’s territory with his sovereignty admitted but administered by the 
British Government. In order to retain that, the procedure for enacting 
laws for Berar was that laws made by the Government of India were ex¬ 
tended to Berar, not ordinarily as they are extended to other 
Jjlvitish provinces, but by notifications issued through foreign 
jurisdiction. In the year 1902, Foreign Jurisdiction Order was enacted 
and under that Order, all the laws that are ])assed for British India a)id 
which are thought to b.* nec(5ssary to be applied to Berar were applied 
to Berar through Foreign Department under foreign jurisdiction order. 
That is the position for laws which have been enacted till the year 1037. 
Laws which have been mentioned here in Schedule I arc those laws—they 
are laws <at present in operation in Berar. They are administered there 
and everything is done in accordance with those laws; but it is perfectly 
true, as the Honourable the Leader of the House has told us that, on 
account of their being applied to Berar through fioreign jurisdiction order, 
they are not so to say British laws hut Berar laws. That is the position 
which at j)resent those laws occupy- The Indian Penal Code as applied 
to Berar by this law is something separate theoretically from the Indian 
Penal Code as existing in British India. The law is administered by the 
same magistrate and by the same High Court; but when the question is 
of dealing with the law for the people of Berar, then that law is treated 
as the law as applied to Berar and not as the law which exists in British 
India. This position was all right till this Government of India Act of 
19,35 was passed. The sections to which the Honourable the Leader of 
the House ha^ made reference have clearly laid down that for the pur¬ 
pose of the administration of this Act, Beraris will not hereafter he con¬ 
sidered as foreign subjects, except for the purpose of the oath of allegiance. 
Many of my friends may not probably understand what this little trouble 
is. Up to this time the procedure is this: before the Act of 1935 was 
passed, even if I were elected by the people as a representative of the 
people of Berar for this Legislature, that was not sufficient for rne to come 
and take rny seat in this House. H. E. the Governor General had to 
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issue a notification saying that I am nominated by him to be a Member 
of this Assembly. Therefore, my name, as Honourable Members might 
have seen in the List of Members published till last year, used to be 
shown somewhere between the nominated Members and the elected 
Members—I was between the two; and I was the sole Member of that 
kind, who did not share with any other Member, nominated or elected. 
That was with a view to recognise theoretically the position which the 
treaties have created with regard to Berar subjects. 

Now, on account of this agreement that was passed, to wliich refer¬ 
ence was made in section 46 and section 47 of the Ciovernment of India 
Act, the Act has now recognised this. For the purposes of ihis Act, the 
Beraris are to be considered as British subjects and not as foreign sub¬ 
jects. But for the purpose of the oath of allegiance they an? to h(i re¬ 
garded as foreign subjects. If there is ir general election ordered and if I 
have to stand for the election, and even if I am returned, it will be no 
longiT necessary for H. K. the (iovtirnor General to nominate me. I shall 
come and take my seat here. But unlike other Members who will be tak¬ 
ing tile oath that th.e\ owe allegiance to His Majesty t!ie King Kin])^*rur 
and his HUCcessoi*s, I shall have to take another oath besides, an oath of 
allegiance to H. K. H. the Nizam. T liavc to take I wo oat’ns. Thai is 
preserih(‘d in the rules, and that is the reason why everyone from Berar 
has got two inast(‘rs to serve. I am not mentioning it as a matter of 
grievance. T am only stating the fact as it is under th} law at present. 
He has to recognise as Iris dc facio sovereign today His Majesty th(‘ King 
Kni]iei'or, and as his J<* jure .sovertugn, so to say, H. B. H. the Nizam; 
and in lioth th(*se capacities he occupies his seat. The reason is this: 
whenever any law is [)assed, which is passed not by this legislature hut 
by th(‘ Provincial TiCgislaturc, it becomes applicable to Berar—(because 
the Fedc'ral Tj('gislature has vet to come into existence)—but under one 
condition. The Govc'rnor is suf)posed to add his signature to that, both 
as Governor of the Gentral Provinces and as one representing H. E. H. 
the Ni/am hi view of certain conditions in the tn'aty of agreement helween 
H. E. H. llu‘ Nizam and His Majesty’s Government. Thus this Gov¬ 
ernor of the Gentral Provinces occupies a double capacity. He acts both 
on behalf of His Alajesty and as Governor of Berar to whom powers are 
delegated under the treaty, in virtue of the terms of the agreement with 
H. E- IT. the Nizam. In that double capacity he remains there. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: (Cities of the United Provinces: Muhammadan 

Urban): He loo has two masters. 

Mr. M. S. Aney; He also is supjiosed to serve two masters; that is 
a matter for him to see, not for you or me to say. I think they are pul¬ 
ling on well and there is no trouble for the present. The net result of all 
this has been that for tlie purposes of the administration of Berar the dis¬ 
tinction which existed before has disappeared and it has become part and 
parcel of British India. And if that is the position, the question is this, 
all laws which are now in operation and in force in Berar till the year 1937 
are laws operating there as being applied to Berar through foreign juris¬ 
diction. After this Act has come into force, foreign jurisdiction has no 
jurisdiction there today. The question is, is it right that a jurisdiction 
which has ceased to exist should be still recognised as being in force for 
the purpose of getting these particular laws in operation in Berar? That* 




944 


lEOlShAm)^ assembly 


[21st Nov. 1940 


[Mr. M. S: Aney.] 

is an anomalous position, and this Act does nothing more than ^ 

has ceased to be a fact now and it recognises the fact that ®erar is a part 
of J3ritish India and all laws of flritisli India will, hereafter, by virtue 
of an enactment of this Legislature which is a Legislature in British India 
liave force there. That is the first thing which this law does. 


I^lie second thing is this: there have been certain laws in force in 
Berar <ind those laws have beiui rejiealed in British India; but the noti¬ 
fication with regard to the ap])Iication of that repealing Act has not been 
issued. Therefore, technically, those laws which are extended to Berar 
by virtue of the notification ar(‘ still sufiposed to be in force, while they 
are not in existence at all in British India. The thing that is supposed 
to be the law in Berar does not exist at all in British India, because the 
repealing Act was passed by this legislature; but owing to some mistake 
or other or through inadvertence or oversight, no notifications of the re¬ 
pealing Act have been issued nr.d^^'r the Foreign Jurisdiction Order, and 
those laws are still sup])osed to be in force there. One of the objects of 
this measure is to do away with this anomaly, and also a Schedule has 
been added in which all such laws are put together. I do not think it is 
a complete thing. 


Then another thing is Dus. There are certain laws in the Central 
Brovinces and Berar,—f shall not take more than two or three minutes. 
Sir, there are a few law's wdiich are well applied to Berar, and tluw have 
been modified on account of the existence of certain special law's there. 
Now, when those laws are to be applied to Berar now ars laws in British 
India, those modifications w'hich exist there have to be recognised, and a 
scheme of appropriate amendments to those laws has been added in Part 
lib These tilings have been done with a view to remove wLat may be 
considered a kind of legal anomaly that has existed up to now. There is 
nothing to be .afraid of by this measure, there is nothing on which any 
useful opinion can be called for by sending out this Bill for opinion. If 
it is the desire of the Flouse that this Bill should be sent out for circula¬ 
tion, I, personally, hav^e no objection, because nobody will lose anything 
by keeping this matter in abeyance, but no useful ])ur{Kjse will be served 
by [)Ostponing this piece of legislation. It really removes an anomaly 
which ought to have been removed much earlier. For these reasons, Sir, 
I extend my w'hole-hearted support to the measure w’hich the Honourable 
the Leader of the House has brought forward. 


Tile Assembly tlien adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Tw'o of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, 
(Mr. M. S. Aney, one of the. Panel of Chairmen), in the Chair. 

Maulana Zaiar Ali Khan: The problem of Berar has been exercising 
the minds of the people of India for a very, very long time. Everybody 
know's that Berar was part of the Hyderabad Dominions under the sove- 
reignty of the Nizam. Everybody knows that for a very, very long time 
attempts have been made by the Government of Hyderabad to induce 
the British (rovernment to restore Berar to the possession of its legitimate 
owner. The father of the present sovereign of Hyderabad, Mir Mehbub 
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All Khan of blessed memory, through his illustrious Prime Minister Sir 
Sular Jung tried to persuade the British (government in the name of 
justice, in the name of equity, in the name of political morality, to give 
up Berar. Then came the time when the late Sir Ali Imam made every 
effort to induce the Britishers to give up Berar, but they would not. You 
know what the position of Hyderabad is. 

Mr. Ohairman (Mr. M. S. Aney): The Honourable Member is not in 
order in discussing matters which are matters of treaty relations between 
His Exalted Higriness the Nizam and the Government of Fndia. 

Maulana Zalar Ali Khan: Pennit me respectfully to point out that they 
relate to this because. 

Mi. Chairman (Mr. M. S. Aney): I have ruled that ihe Honourable 
Member is not in order in discussing matters whicli are the subject matter 
of treaty relations between His Exalted Highness the \izam and the* 
British Government. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: All right, Sir. My Honourable friend, Mr. 
Aney, when speaking on this motion, was pointing out to the Honourable 
the Law Member that in the Berar a very anomalous position lias been 
created because the people there think that they are serving under two 
masters, one is His Exalted Highness the Nizam and the other master is 
the King of England. Therefore, this anomaly ought to be remov(*d, but 
this anomaly will not be removed as long as the flag of His Exalted High¬ 
ness the Nizam flows over Nagpur and as long as there is a rei)resentative 
of the Nizam’s Government in Nagpur. A Hindu gentleman of the sta¬ 
tus of a High Court Judge drawing a princely salary of Rs. 6,000 a month 
is there. The Honourable the Law Member should see to it that the 
Government have the decency to consult the Nizam on this question. 
What have you left to him? Nothing left but a flag and th(*re is tlie 
Prince of Berar. You admit all that, but still you do not have the de¬ 
cency before introducing a Bill of this sort to consult Hyderabad. You do 
not do even that. His Exalted Highness the Nizam must have something 
to say to it. The Government of India have treated H. E. H- the Nizam 
very shabbily, treated his Government with scant courtesy. The Gov¬ 
ernment of India do not even thank H, E. H. the Nizam for what he has 
done for the British Government. They thank the ruler of Nepal, but 
they do not thank H. E. H. the Nizam. He has spent millions in the 
cause of England, ho has shed the blood of thousand of his soldiers in the 
aid of England. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukli (Nagpur Division: Non-Muhammadan): Is it 
the contention of my Honourable friend that this House has no jurisdic¬ 
tion to pass a law like this? 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: I will recommend to H. E. H. the Nizam’s 
Government that they should make you Vice-chairman.(Interrup¬ 

tion)- I am afraid this sort of thin^g is done to show that a section of my 
countrymen does not like it. But if there is justice, if there is equity, 
if there is political morality, then T think something should be done in 
the way of meeting the ends of justice so far as Hyderabad is concerned. 
I harve been pointing out to you that H. E. H. the Nizam’s Government 
ought to be consulted in this matter. It is the duty of the Government 
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to consult iheni ns as the eniblem of sovereignty in the Berar is 

there in the shape of H. E. H. the Nizam’s Hag, as long as there is the 
Crown Prince of Berar, as long as there is a representative of H. E. H. 
the Nizam at the Court of Berar if that Court is TT. E. H. the Nizam’s 
Court or the British Sovereign’s Court. T have nothing to add. I may 
have added many things, but perhaps the Chairman may not allow me to 
do it. I might say that the whole history of Hyderabad is a regular conti¬ 
nuous tragedy. Broken pledges, prevarications and base ingratitude. 
If there is anything of gratitude what should we be doing here ? When 
the Indian Finance Bill comes we §ay we leave this Assembly because 
there is no justice here and we want complete independence. So, why 
shf)uld not H. E. IT. the Nizam want com])lete independence? So far 
as the ten crores of Mussalmans are concerned and a very large section cT 
the Hindus are concerned, they want the Berar to be restored to H. E. 
H. the Nizam. 

Mr. Ohairman (Mr. M. S. Anev): Order, Order. The Honourable 
Member’s speech refers to points which are perfectly irrelevant to the 
(piestion before the House. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: All right, Sir. WhatevcT legal quibbles 
there may he, whatever the forensic ability of Sir Muhammad Zafrullah 
Khnn may he, whatever your law m/a.y say, the naked qu(>stion remains,— 
what is law, what is justice? Justice in this world, and law in this 
world means (liat you can mould aTiything to your wishes if you like, if 
you hav(‘ got th(^ power. So, you talk of treaties—the treaty between H. 
E. H- th(‘ Nizam and the British Oovernment, treaty between a pigmy 
and a giant, treaty between the strong and the weak, treaty between sane 
and insane, treaty between might and right. Could this treaty hav(^ any 
value in our eyes? And you want us to go through this Statement of Ob¬ 
jects and Reasons, section so and so, regulation so and so, provision so 
and so what is that worth? Restore Berar to 11. E. II. the Nizam and 
thiit will scvtisfy us. With these words I sit down. 


Dr. P. N. Banerjea (Calcutta Suburbs: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
Sir, Berar is in a very anomalous })osition. If we look at the history of 
the ])rovince we vail find that about the middle of the last century Berar 
was leased to the British (tovernment in India as a security for the pay¬ 
ment of certain sums which had to be i)aid by IT. E. H. the Nizam on 
account of certain soldiers lent to that tenntory. Then in the time of 
Lord CurzoTi the administration of Berar was taken over by the Ciovern- 
ment of India and as a reward for allowing this administration to be taken 


over the then Nizam was decorated with the high-sounding title of G.C.B. 
Indian politicians used to say that those letters stood for “Gave Curzon 
Berar.” However, about two decades later, an attempt was made on 
the part of H- E .H. the Nizam to get back Berar, but a sharp rebuke was 
administered to him by Lord Reading on that occasion. Under the Gov¬ 


ernment of India Act, 1935, the position has been made somewhat differ- 
ent, and Berar continues to be in an anomalous position. Now, it is time 
that the position was made clear. It is no use passing laws which will still 
cause irritation and unwillingness on the part of some persons to observe 
these laws. The demand has been made that H. E. H. the Nizam should 
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be consulted in tins matter. That is a very reasonable demand. Fur¬ 
ther, it is suggested that this Bill should be circulated for eliciting opi¬ 
nion thereon. I do not see any objection to this and 1 hope the Govern¬ 
ment will agree to accept this motion. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zairullah Khan: Sir, I think an 
attenipt has been made to imp'ort into the debate considerations which 
are entirely irrelevant to it. We are not concerned here wdth the merits 
of the agreement arrived at between hfis Exalted Highness th‘ l\izam and 
His Majesty. I have not the slightest doubt that it is a fair and equitable 
adjustment of points affecting the new arrangement which has been put 
in force by the Act of 1035 but whatever may be the merits or demerits of 
that agreement, that is not a subject that wa* are entiiled to debate here or 
which is relevant to the motion before the House. Ou one matter T must 
join issue with one of the Honourable Members who has spoken. During 
the course of this debate, he said that the help which is being most 
generously given by H. K- H. the Nizam and his (Tovernment tow'ards 
the prosecution of the war had not been af*knowledged and that His 
Exalted Highness had not been duly thanked. T think not only that it 
has been equally generously acknowledged but it has been acknowlelgcd 
on many occasions, the latest being the speech of the Secretary of State 
in the House of Commons yesterday. But that is neither here nor there. 
The whole point is this. Divorced from all questions of sentiment, under 
the Government of India Act an arrangement has been arrived at where¬ 
by since the coming into force of the Third Part of that Act, that is to 
say, from the 1st April, 1937, this House and the lieg'slature of the (\'n- 
tral Provinces have now jurisdiction to legislate for Berar and that iuis 
been done for more than threci years and as 1 have said, the object of the 
Bill before the House is, except to the extent indicated in clause 4 of the 
Statement of Objects and Beasons, to continue in force in Berar the lavvs 
that are already in force there under the Foreign Jurisdiction Order in 
Council but to continue them now under an Act of this Legislatures That 
is the only object of this Bill, N.cverthejoss, if Honoural)le Members h^el 
that they should like, to thresli out this Bill in Select Committee, T have 
no objection to meet their wishes, though I must confess that I do not 
see wdiat the Select Committee can thresh out in a measure like this. 
If Honourable Members entertain any apprehensions that something is 
being done, the significance of wdiich they have not fully grasped, I am 
quite prepared that the Bill might he referred to Select Committee. I 
would, therefore, suggest, that the Honourable Member who has moved 
this motion for circulation should withdraw’ this motion and move his 
motion for Select Committee and then I ho))e that without any further 
speeches the House might be able to agree to send this measure, which 
is really a simple measure, to the Select Committee, in order to satisfy 
itself that there is nothing more in it than what I have described as the 
object of the measure. 


Miiulvi Muhammftd Abdul Ghani: In view of Ihe statement made by 
the Honourable the Leader of the House, I beg leave to withdraw^ my 
Amendment. 


The amendment was by leave of the Assembly withdrawn 
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Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Honourable 
Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan, Sir George Spence, Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ah, 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, Mr. M. S. Aney, Mr. F. E. James and the Mover, and 

that the number of Members whose presence .shall be necessary to constitute a meeting 
of the Committee shall bo five.” 

Mr. Chairman (Mr. M. B. Aney): Amendment moved: 

“That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Honourable 
Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan, Sir George Spence, Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali, 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, Mr. M. S. Ai»ey, Mr. F. E. James and the Mover, and 

that the number of Members whose pre.sence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting 
of the Committee shall be five.” 


The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: I accept the motion. 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: L do not want to detain the House as the 
Honourable the Leader of the House has accepted this motion. I just 
want to say one oi* two words. Jierar has got a very peculiar position. 
In Hyderabad the people of Berar enjoy all the privileges which the Hyder¬ 
abad people enjoy, I know definitely that a number of people have 
applied for scholarships from Hyderabad on the ground that they were 
residents of Berar and tliey were given scholarships on this condition. 
Therefore, the people of Berar cannot have it both ways. 

The second point is that courtesy demands that a thing like this 
ought to liavc been referred to the representative of Hyderabad in Nag¬ 
pur or to the Nizam’s Government just to see what they have got to say. 
In order to exercise my vote intelligently, T like to visualise, when 
the Keport of the Select (Committee comes in, in what way the general 
relations are affected, so that we may achieve our object in good spirit. 


The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: As I have already 
said, I am willing to accept this motion on behalf of Government. I 
may point out that no question of courtesy or lack of courtesy whatsoever 
arises under the arrangement already arrived at. This is the third time 
that T am trying to explain to the House that by the arrangement 
already arrived at and emobided in section 47 of the Government of 
India Act, 1935, this Legislature has the power to pass laws in respect 
of Berar. I do not see how any question of courtesy arises. If on 
each occasion a reference had to be made either to the Government of 
His Exalted Highness the Nizam or his representative in the Central 
Provinces, it was not necessary to have embodied that arrangement in 
the Government of India Act. The Government of India Act, having 
already given statutory effect to the arrangement arrived at, it would be 
not only unnecessary but foolish to trouble His Exalted Highness the 
Nizam or his Government over and over again. They have no objection 
to the procedure that is being adopted and I do not see where the ques¬ 
tion either of courtesy or of failure to take any precautions, which ought 
to have been taken, arises. 
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Mr. GhAirman (Mr. M. S. Aney); The question is: 

“That the Bill he referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Honourable 
Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan, Sir George Spence, Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali, 
Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, Mr. M. S. Aney, Mr. F. E. James and the Mover, and 
that the number of Members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting 
of the Committee shall be five.” 

The motion was adopted. 


Mr. Ohairman (Mr. M. S. Aney): Sir Hamaswami Mudaliar. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (freader of die 
House): Sir, the next motion regarding tlie aniendiiKMit of the Indian 
Sale of Goods Act, 1930, wliich stands in the name of Ihe rionourable the 
Commerce Member will be made on Monday next. 

Mr. Ohairman (Mr. M. S. Aney): Mr. Tyson. 

Mr. J. D. Tyson (Secretary, Department of Education, FTeMlth and 
Lands): Sir w*ith your permission, I will not move the motion regard¬ 
ing the New Delhi Mosque Bill today, as some Honourable Members who 
are particularly interested in the Bill wish to have some fnrtlier informa¬ 
tion. 


THE INDIAN INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Income-tax Act. 1922, and to make 
certain transitory provisions with respect to the operation of that Art on the coming 
into force of Part II of the Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Act, 1939, be taken 
into consideration.’’ 

Sir, Honourable Members will remember that ibis motion was down 
on the agenda on an earlier date in this Session and that I did not move 
it. The reason for that was that although 1 am quite suitisfied that this 
Bill is of a simple nature, nevertheless it had not hi'on before Members 
of tlie House long enough for them to be able to study it and to satisfy 
themselves that there was nothing involved which requiied a reference to 
and study by a Select Committee. It is, unfortunately, impossible to 
deal with the subject of income-tax in language which the man in the 
street can understand and, therefore, the Bill was provided not only with 
a statement of objects and reasons hut with very full notes on clauses. 
The scope of this Bill is, in the first place, a few clauses of a purely 
ma('hinery character, of which jaadiaps th'e one that will most interest the 
House relates to the provisions regarding pending cases before the Com¬ 
missioners of Income-tax on the date when the new tribunal will begin 
its duties. It is hoped that that tribunal, in connection with which 
certain appointments liave already been made, will begin to function in a 
fairly short tirne now, but when it begins, there will be on the files of the 
Commissioners of Income-tax various applications,—appeals, applications 
for reference to High Courts, and so on and it is necessary to make a pro¬ 
vision as to how those cases should be disposed of, and clause 14 of tliis 
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Bill is a machinery cinuse which provides for the maiuier cI disposing ol 
that purely temporary problem. The clauses which are ^ ® 

character, consist almost entirely of measures of relief which we have 
decided to grant in response to representations which have been made 
from time to time on i)elialf of tlie ta\-])ayer; and it is because T was so 
confident that the Honourable Members concerned would realize the* bene¬ 
ficent character of this Bill that 1 put it do.wn for consideration at an early 
stage and hoped to dis})ose of it quite early in the Session; but I realize 
that Honourable Members are not in a pos'ition to satisfy themselves fully 
at such sliort notice. 


However, 1 now understand that Honourable Members have bad the 
time to study the Bill and to consult their constituents and that they 
recognize that the Bill consists in the main of measures designed to give 
certain kinds of relief for which wo have been asked continually for some 
time. There is only one exception in the clauses of a substantive effect; 
there is one clause which is not of the nature of a relief to the taxpayer 
and that is clause 8 which gives the power to impose a penalty on a class 
of assessee which hitherto, owing to the anomalous operation of the exist¬ 
ing provisions, has been entirely immune from penalties which are apjdi- 
cable to all other assessees in certain circumstances. The type of assessee 
whicli has hitherto been immune is the registered firrr., and the immunity 
is due to the fact that, in effect, the final result, of the assessment is that 
the tax is assessed not upon the firm but upon the partners and the word¬ 
ing of the existing provisions, of the Act is such tliat it Is in fact inqios- 
sible to levy a ]ienalty on the partners if the return made on behalf of 
the registered firm is deliberately inaccurate. That is an immunity, as 
I say, which applies to no other kind of assessee and clause B removes 
that anomaly. That, Sir, is all T think I need say in explanation of this 
Bill; but if there are any points on which Honourable Members would 
desire further enlightenment, we shall he glad to afford it. There is, I 
know, an amendment down on the paper and I do not think that that 
will cause any difficulty.. Sir, I move. 


Mr. Chairman (Mr. M. S. Aney): Motion moved: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, and to make 
certain transitory provisions with respect to the operation of that Act on the coming 
into force of Part II of the Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Act, 19i^, be taken 
into consideration.” 


Sir Oowasji Jehangir (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): Mr. 
Chairman, the Honourable the Finance Member has just stated that 
though he has not explained it in the statement of objects and reasons, 
dause 8 does make an effective change. I would like to point out to the 
Honourable House that there is another rather siihstanBal change made 
in the Bill and that is the definition of “company” in clause 2 which 
does nob fall within the category as explained in the statement of objects 
and reasons us measures to give relief to the ta|;payer. 
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TliB Honoutablo Bli JeiBiny Ilftisin&ii*. We claim that it does. 

Sir Oowasjl Jehan^r: . . . and 1 would just like to point out how it 
does not. You will perhaps reineinher that when the Excess Profits Bill 
was under consideration, 1 had occasion to point out that in that Bill it 
was sought to change the definition of “company” and the result would 
have been that tlic Income-tax Act would have one definition of coiapany 
and the Plxcess Profits Tax Act would have another definition, (danse 2 
of the Bill changes the definition of “company ’ in the Incorjie-tax Act to 
make it in conformity with the definition now in the Excess Profits Tax 
Act. T liad then occasion to point out that the change in the definition 
made a substantial difference to the taxpayer. 

Mr. F. E. James (Madras: European): They did give notice that they 

3 p.M- would do it on this. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: I pointed out tlien that it made a substantial 
change to the tax-payer and I want to repeat it today. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: We pointed o\it then, Sir, that 
this change was being made in the interests and for tlie relief of the 
majority of tax-payers affected by it. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: If the Honourable Me]nl>er would just listen to 
what T have to say, he will see that it does make a difference to a certain 
class of lax-payers. 

Now, Sir, in my Minute of Dissent on the Excess Profits Tax Bill 1 
actually stated the difference that the change in definition would make. 
Although I was unable to be present in the House when the Bill was 
considered, T did ask in my Minut-e of Dissent that this definition should 
not he changed. Sir, I find that when the rei)ort of the Select Com¬ 
mittee was printed in the debates, the Minutes of Dissent were left out. 
Therefore, when Honourable Members want to look up the Minutes of 
Dissent, they cannot find them in the printed records of this House but 
they have to go to the Record Office, to get them. 1 would like to point 
out to the f’inance Member and to other Members that, when the 
authorities print the Select Committee’s report in the debates, they might 
as w'ell print the dissenting minutes because the reix)rt of a Select Com¬ 
mittee is not complete unless the dissenting minutes are also printed. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I understand that the official 
report does not contain the Select Committee’s report e'ither. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: Why should it not be printed in the official 
report? It is laid on the table of the House. The dissenting minutes 
are also laid on the table of the House along with the Select Committee’s 
report and are circulated to this Honourable House when the Bill is 
under consideration. It is on the general principle that I am talking. It 
struck me only when I wanted to look up my own Minute of Dissent and 
I could not find it and I had to go to the Records Office to get a copy of 
it. Ten years hence I might not be able to get it at alL I am pointing 
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this out only by way of a suggestion. Perhaps Sir George Spence would 
take a note of it. But I do tJ.iuk that the rerx.rt is not eo.np/ete without 
the Minutes of Dissent and in future I trust they will be printed. 


Now, I come to the point before the House. This is what I actually 
stated 'in my dissenting note and I would like the House to take note of 
it. This is exactly wdiat I said: 


“From the definition of a company as given in the Income-tax Act, it is clear 
that a company, which is incorporated in a native State and which does not carry 
on business in British India, is not a company within the meaning of that definition. 
If such a company capitali.scs a part of its accumulated profits and reduces its capital 
by return of capital, than the amount of such capital received by a shareholder, who 
is a resident in British India, is not subjected to income-tax.” 


Now, by this amendment, you will subjc'ct that income to income-tax 
and, therefore, you are iDaking a substantial cliange with regard to a 
certain class of tax-payers. As 1 said, 1 ])ointed that out when we were 
discussing tlie Pixeess Profits Tax Bill. I then put it in my INIinute of 
Dissent and T desire to point it out again that this definition lias made a 
difference to a certain class of tax-jiayers. There is no amendment on 
the paper. And if the House wishes to do anything in this behalf, it 
should throw out clause 2. If clause 2 is negatived, then this change 
will not have tlie effect I have tried to ex])lain. Therefore, it is not 
correct to say that only clause 8 of this Bill has an adverse effect upon 
tax-payers. 

Then, Sir, I come to clause 7 of the Bill and for the concession given 
I would like to tliank the Honourable the Finance Member. I always 
like to admit a concession given and to thank those who give it. T equal¬ 
ly desire that when we want a little concession, my Honourable friend, 
the Finance Member, will give it. 


The Honaurable Sir Jeremy Raisman: You are asldng the House to 
take the jam and reject everything else. 


Sir Oowasji Jehangir: Tt is more rare than ever to get jam from the 
Finance Member. So far as my experience goes,—I do not, know the 
experience of my Honourable friends round about me—, we have had 
very little jam from tlie Finance Meiiih(*r. I do not mean the present 
Finance IMemher in particular, hut all the Finance Members in the past. 
The jam (uiines to the Finance Member from the tax-payers. That is 
where tlie jam conies from. But for little mercies which are just and 
fair and wdiicli the P'inance Member giv<^6 wdthout our asking in- this 
we are grateful. But there is another point in section 2B-A, of 
the Act to which T would like to make a reference. [ particularly desire 
that ITonourahle Members should take note of it because it appears to me 
to he inconsistent with the spirit of the Income-tax Act. I refer to the 
words ‘sliall he deemed to have been di.strihuted’ in section 2BA. With¬ 
out reading the wliole section, may I in a few words explain what these 
innocent little words mean, fn the case of certain companies, w'hich we 
used to call private companies under the old Act, the income-tax author- 
ties can compel the company to distribute 60 per cent, of its distribut¬ 
able profits . , , , 
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Mr. J. Sheehy (Government of India: Nominated Official): They 
cannot compel the company to distribute, but they can treat the profits 
us distributed. 

Sir Oowasjl Jehangir: They can make them pay income-tax or super¬ 
tax on it. 

Mr. J. F,. Sheehy: It is only super-tax that this section deals with. 

Sir Oowasjl Jehangir: I am talking of the company now. The income- 
tax authorities can force it to distribute 60 per cent . 

Mr. J. F. Sheehy: On a point of explanation The Honourable 
Member is wrong. The company in the ordinary way pays income-tax 
and super-tax on the wliole of its profits whether they are distributed or 
not. 

Sir Gowasji Jehangir: I apologise to the Honourable Member. He is 
right and I stand corrected. When you make out your balance-.«heet and 
say that you have a profit of Bs. 100 you have to pay income-tax and 
super-tax on it. But suppose Bs. 100 is a distributable profit, then only 
Bs. 60 out of that Bs. 100 has to be distributed to your share-holders. 
The shareholders then have to pay super-tax on that portion of the 
Bs. 60 that each one gets. Now, this Bill provides that you shall pay 
super-tax whether you have received that dividend or not. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: That is the existing Act: not 
this Bill 

Sir Gowasji Jehangir: It is the section that we are touching. It says: 
“shall be deemed to have been distributed”. Therefore, a company may 
not choose to distribute its profits and may not choose to give any divi¬ 
dends because there may be other losses in the previous years that have to 
be made good. But wliether it distributes them or not, it is taken for 
granted that the poor shareholder has received the amount in his pocket 
and is made to pay the super-tax. I think that is unfair. I pointed this 
out when the Income-tax Act was being amended and I am pointing it 
out again now that this section is being again amended. 1 can only 
express the hope that the Honourable the Finance Member will take this 
point into consideration when he will have to amend the Act again and I 
am sure he will have to amend the Act pretty often 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: It will demand a complete 
repeal of that clause. 

Sir Gowasji Jehangir: No. I understand why it was put in. It was 
explained to me. I take it that there are hard cases and as regards such 
cases, you have no right to give relief under this Act. If a company 
has made a big loss in one year and in another year it choose not to pay 
any dividend in order to write off the loss, surely that is a hard case. 
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If the shareholders have not got any dividend, it is unfair to make them 
still pay super-tax on that dividend Why should you do so? I can 
understand a company not paying dividend deliberately not to write off 
loss but to increase its capital and then distribute that capital by way of 
bonus shares so as to escape super-tax in future. Such cases could be 
caught. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Cases of loss are covered by 
this section. 

Mr. J. F. Sheehy: The section says that the Tncome-tax Officer shall 
apply it: 

“Unless ho is satisfied that having regard to losses incurred by the company in 
earlier years or to the smallness of the profit made, the payment of a dividend or 
m larger dividend than that declared would be unreasonable.” 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir Tliat is another point That is a point where 
you compel him to adhere to the distribution of 60 per cent. You may 
see that there are reasons for him not to distribute 60 per cent., but only 
20 or 80 per cent. 

Mr. J. F. Sheehy: Y^ou must give us a specific case 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: Suppose in that particular year the profits are 
Buch that you say that they should be distributed. .But the company has a 
right to say that in this year no doubt I have had a bumper year, but 
two years ago or three years ago, I had two very bad years and I must 
make up that loss. That will not give relief to that case according to 
you. 

Mr; J. F. Sheehy: Jt is covered by the section. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: r do not think so, because your Tncome-tax 
officer will say, you Jiave to pay that dividend, but if you choose not to pay 
that dividend, the State must not lose the super-tax on it and, therefore, 
it must be taken to have been distributed. Your case is a different one. 
That is where the Tncome-tax authorities themselves realise that to make 
the company distribute 60 per cent, of the profits would be unfair. That 
is another point. But havini^ come to the conclusion that 60 per cent, of 
the profits should be distributed in that particular year regardless of 
profits in, or losses, in other years, then if the company does not pay that 
dividend you say it is taken as distributed and the shareholder is called 
upon to pay super-tax. This is not the first time that I point it out. T will 
again point it out and request you to look into it and consider it and if you 
come to the eonclusion that there is something in what I say, it must be 
adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I have no doubts about the 
position. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: If my Honourable friend will take up that atti¬ 
tude .... 
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The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: If the Honourable Member has 
a concrete case, which will bring out the hardship whiph he is trying to 
put forward, 1 shall be very glad to look into it, but in case as he is 
stating it in general terms he has entirely failed to show me any reason 
why the section should be changed. 

Sir Cowas]i Jehangir: 1 will explain it now. 1 do not want to waste 
the time of the House by repeating. But since that particular question 
has been raised, I shall reply briefly. A company makes a profit of say 
Ks. 100 in a year. It has made losses of lis. 100 three or lour times in 
previous years In that pai-ticular year when it has made a profit of 
Bs. 100, no doubt it is a fair percentage of profit and the income-tax 
authorities say that the company should distribute 60 per cent, of that 
profit. The company pays its super-tax and income-tax hut it does not 
distribute for that particular year any dividend because it wants to make 
good the loss incurred in previous years. For that particular year the 
Income-tax authorities will say that the dividend will be deemed to have 
been distributed. He will not look into the previous years when losses 
were incurred, but in that particular year when profit was made, he will 
insist on distribution of 60 per cent of the profits. 


Mr. J. r. Sheehy; If the Honourable Member gives me a specific case, 

I sliall look into it. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: I only wanted to draw the attention of the Gov¬ 
ernment to this. If you find that iny argument is reasonable I hope you 
will remedy this defect next time you bring forward an amending Bill. 
hy no means do anything which will make yon lose your revenue, but be 
fair I shall be obliged and I shall say no more. With these remarks, 
Mr. Chairman, I have great pleasure in supporting this Bill and I do 
trust and hope that when all amendments to the Income-tax Act come in 
the future, they will be of the same character and that we shall always 
have occasion to thank the Government and the Finance Department for 
giving small concessions here and there. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Jam tomorrow. 

Sir Co was ji Jehangir: Believe me, Mr. Chairman, when I say that on 
this very Bill itself, I have received from my constituents fairly long 
notes on what ought to be done still further but knowing that after all 
it is only fair to Government that we should only move amendments within 
the four corners of the amending Bill, I refrain from bringing those griev¬ 
ances to the notice of the Honourable the Finance Member on this parti¬ 
cular occasion. But that does not mean that I may not be compelled 
to do it on another occasion. Even in this section many amendments 
were suggested to me which I have not even brought to the notice of the 
Finance Department because I do not think it was the right occasion to do 
■o. 


Mr. F. £. James: I am sure in view of that tribute you will get full 
consideration 


D 2 
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Sir Oowasji Jehangir: 1 hope the Honourable Uie I'inaiice Member has 
heard the remarks ol’ my Hooiourable friend, Mr. James. With these 
remarks, Mr Chairman, 1 give my support to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, in regard to the last words 
that fell from my Honourable friend, T must eongratulate him on the 
decision not to put forward at this stage amendments to carry out all the 
additional boons which his constituents considered might fairly have been 
handed out at this moment. The effect of a procedure of that kind would 
be to so terrify the Finance Department that they would be very nervous 
of proposing concessions in future. After all. Sir we know that there 
are a large number of forma of relief or concessions which taxpayers 
adtate for and we do attempt to meet them so far as we think is reasonable 
and so far as we can afford to from time to time. Tf we were to find that 
whenever we came forward with measures of relief which we considered 
reasonable, each time we gave concessions, we found that on those occa¬ 
sions the scope of the Bill was always enormously enlarged, then T am 
afraid we should refrain from exercising the initiative to bring forward 
measures of that kind. 

Now, Sir, I do not wish to enter into arguments on the point raised 
by mv Honourable friend. T merely wish to inform the House that in 
regard to the first point, namely, clause 2 relating to companies it is still 
the case, although I admit that there is a type of case such as that 
mentioned by my Honourable friend in which the amendment has the 
effect of extending the scope of taxation, nevertheless it definitely remains 
the fact that the broad effect of this clause is to grant relief to a number 
of cases of considerable hardship. And in the cases in which it has the 
effect of extending the scope of our taxation I am satisfied and the Select 
Committee on the Excess Frofits Tax Bill were satisfied that there was no 
good reason why tax should not he paid in British India in that t\pe of 
case As regards the other class of which my ITonourable friend spoke, 
most of his remarks related to section 28-A as it exists. And 1 merely 
want to remind the House at this moment of what is the whole ohjoct 
of that section which has been in the Act now sinc<*, EKIO. Tt is the main 
provision, if not the sole provision, in our Act for dealing with that form 
of evasion which is known as the one-man company, whereby an indivi¬ 
dual by forming a company which in effect still consists merely of himself 
with perhaps an office-boy or two holding one share, obtains a privileged 
rate of taxation which applies to companies, in respect of super-tax parti¬ 
cularly, and then proceeds so to manipulate the profits of various years 
that at no stage do they come into his hand in the form of income. He so 
arranges it that the profits are put into various kinds of reserves and 
funds and they never reach him except in a form which he is able to 
argue is capital and not income. This was a device which had been 
resorted to in the United Kingdom by many very wealthy persons over a 
period of time and it has happened also in this country; and the only way 
in which the Beyenue was able to counter this evasion was fo say, “We 
shall not recognise one-man companies”, and the way they did it was to 
say that if the profits of any year were not distributed they would imme¬ 
diately, unless there was good reason such as is mentioned in the section, 
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treat a reasonable pro[)ortiou of the profits as ha^/ing been actually distri¬ 
buted. That cuts out all further evasion It does not matter what your 
millionaire does with his funds after that; he has to pay tax that year if 
the profits accrue to his so-called company. 

That, Sir, is the main object of the section, and unless you can say 
that a distribution is doomed to have been made and the dividends are 
deemed to have been distributed whether they have been distributed or 
not, the section loses its whole point and you are deprived of this weapon 
against one of the most objectionable forms of evasion, namely, evasion of 
tax by that class of taxpayer who is host able to bear it. That, Sir, is all 
I have to say on the point raised by my Honourable friend. 

Mr. Ohainnan (Mr M. S. Aney); The question is: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Incomo-tax Act, 1922. and to make 
certain transitory provisions with respect to the operation of that A^t on the coming 
into force of Part II of the Indian Income-tax {Amendment) Act, 19v^9, be takea 
into consideration.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 to 9 were added to the Bill. 

Mr. Chairman (Mr M. S. Anev): The question is; 

“That clause 10 stand part of the Bill.” 

Mr. E. L. 0. Owilt (Bombay: European): Sir, I move: 

“That in part (o) of sub-clause (/) of clause 10 of the Bill, in the proposed proviso, 
for the word ‘five’, occurring in the eighth lino, the word ‘ten’ be substituted.” 

Tlie clause at present appearing in the Bill provides for permission 
being accorded in certain circumstances to a fund tnaintained by an 
employer whose jirincipal place of business is net in Bi’itish India not¬ 
withstanding that, a proportion, not exceeding five per cent., of the 
employees is employed outside India. 

There are many firms and companies operating in India employing 
stafTs ill India of (say) 20 or 30 people, most of whom must, in the nature 
of things, be Indian employees but nut a few of such firms or companies 
might have an office in Hinina employing two or Ihn'o persons. 

If the limit of non-residents is only to be live per cent- , any fund 
maintained by such a firm or cranpanv would not be accorded recognition 
as a provident fund tor ihe purposes ol the Indian income-tax Act and we 
suggest that the proposed limit of five per cent, might very reasonably 
be increased to ten per cent. The employees in 13urina may very well 
themselves he Indians and it is only reasonable that these employees, as 
well as the larger number of employees in India, should have the benefits 
of an establislied recognised provident fund. I hope (lovernmenb will 
agree with me and that the House will accept it. 

Mr. Chairman (’\fr M. S. Aney): Amendment moved: 

“That in part (^z) of sub clause { 1 ) of clause 10 of the Bill, in the proposed proviso, 
for the word ‘five’, occurring in the eighth line, the word ‘ten’ be substituted.” 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, I agree that the extension 
asked for is reasonable, and I am prepared to accept the amendment. 
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[Mr. E. L. C. Gffiill.] 

Mr. Ohainnan (Mr M. S. Anev): The question is: 

“That in part (a) of sub-clause (2) of clause 10 of the Bill, in the proposed proviso, 
for the word ‘five’, occurring in the eighth line, the word ‘ten’ be substituted.” 

The motion was adopted. 


Mr. £. L. 0. Gwilt: Sir, T move: 

“That in part (h) of sub-clause (/) of clause 10 of the Bill, for the proposed 
proviso, the following be substituted : 

‘Provided that an employee who retains his employ^ient while serving in His 
Majesty’s Forces or when taken into or employed in the national service 
under the National Service (European British Subjects) Act, 1940, or 
the National Service (Technical Personnel) Ordinance, 1940, ma'y, notwith¬ 
standing that lie receives from the employer no salary or a salary less 
than he would have received had he not entered His Majesty’s Forces or 
been so taken into or employed m the national service, contribute to the 
fund during his service in Ills Majesty’s Forces or while so taken into 
or employed in the national service a sum not exceeding the amount he 
would have contributed had he continued to receive from the employer 
the same salary (including increments, if any) as he would have received 
had he not enttu’cd His Majesty’s Forces or been taken into or employed 
in the national service’.” 

The pruviso it hlands ivters only to those' employees ol a company 
who may have joined His Majesty’s lorces but does not take account of 
such of them as iiave been taken into national service iindei tlie National 
Service (European British Subjects) Act, 1940, or the National Service 
(Technical Personnel) Ordinance of 1940. Neither does it recognise such 
contributions made to a ijrovident fund which were les& than the amount 
which an employee was paying into that fund at the time that he left 
his employer’s service for the services now mentioned in the proposed 
amendment to the clause. But a man may well have enlisted in the ranks 
of His Majc'sty’s forces as men tluit wiW be affected by this clause liave 
already done, and as he may have no income other than that which may 
or may not be paid to him by his (inn wliilst lie is in those services, he 

iiiay not he in a position to contribute the same amount to the fund as 

he was contributing at the time he left Ins employer’s service He will 
naturally be anxious to jiay to the fund what he can. So we ask for the 

inclusion of the words ‘*a sum not exceeding the amount- he would have 

contributed had ho continued to receive from the employer the same 
salary”. He may, too, be due for an increment in salary and as this, 
in the case of a married man, wmild he a matter of the greatest importance 
to him, vve have asked that shuuld a firm pay a man what would have 
been an increment in the ordinary way, had he remained in their service, 
this should be taken into account. With your permission, Sir, there is one 
question 1 would ask of the Flonourahde the Finance Member. As will be 
seen from sub-clause (t?) of this clause, the recognition of employee's 
payments has been made retrospective to the 3rd September, 1939; and I 
must express gratitude on behalf of those who joined His Majesty’s forces 
before the enactment of the National Service (European British Subjects) 
Act, 1940, and on and after the vvar broke out. The clause, however, 
applies only to the contributions of employees and I am anxious to know 
whether it is the intention of the Honourable the Finance Member that 
the payments of employers’ contributions shall likewise be retrospective 
to the 3rd Sept/enib(\r, 1939. Sir, I move. 
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Mr. Ohairman (Mr M. S. Aiiev): Aniendinent moved: 

“That in part {h) of sub-clause {/) of clause 10 of the Bill, for the proposed 
proviso, the following be substituted : 

‘Provided that an employee who retains his employment while serving in His 
Majesty’s Forces or when taken into or employed in the national service 
under the National Service (European British Subjects) Act, 1940, or 
the National Service (Technical Personnel) Ordinance, 1940, may, notwith¬ 
standing that he receives from the employer no salary or a salary leas 
than he would have receiveii had he not i-ntered His Majesty’s Forces or 
been so taken into or employed in the national service, contribute to the 
fund during his service iii His Majesty’s Forces or while so taken into 
or employed in the national service a sum not exceeding the amount he 
would have contributed had he continued to receive from the employer 
the same salary (including increments, if any) as he would have received 
had he not entered His Majesty’s Forces or been taken into or employed 
in the national service'.’’ 

Mr. J. F. Sheehy: Sir, (lovornmvnt n(‘C(‘i)t this atin^iidiiii;nt. As 
regards the assurance asked for by (he Honourable Miunber, I can give 
it to him; hut I should like to make it clear that the .unendment is per¬ 
missive, and it is not a question of making an emph yer contribute, but 
that he may contribute up to the amount, contributed by tlie employee 
with relrospeidive effect from the drd Seplember, IPdO. 

Mr. Ohairman (Mr M. S. Anev): The question is: 

“That in part {h) of sub-clauso (/) of clause 10 of the Bill, for the proposed 
proviso, the following be substituted : 

‘Provided that an (iiiployce who retains his employment while serving in His 
Majesty’s Forces or when taken into or (inploycd in the national service 
under the National Service (European British Subjects) Act, 1940, or 
the National Service ('rechnical Personnel) Ordinance, 1940, may, notwith¬ 
standing that he receives from the employer no salary or a salary less 
than he- w'ould have recei\<'d ha<l he not entered His Majesty’s Forces or 
been so taken into or employed in the national service, contribute to the 
fund (luring his service in His Majesty’s Forces or while so taken into 
or employcfl in the national service a sum not exceeding the amount he 
would have contributed had he continued to receive from the employer 
the s-ame salary (including increments, if any) as he would have received 
had he not entered His Majesty’s Forces or been taken into or employed 
in tlu' national service’.’’ 

The motion was ado[)ted. 

Mr. Ohairman (Mr M. S. Anov): The qiu'stion is: 

“That clause 10, as amended, stand part of the r>ill.’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 10, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clauses 11. P2, 1‘^ and 14 \\erc added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill, as amended, be passed.” 

Mr. Chairman (Mr M. S. Aney): The question is: 

“That the Bill, as amended, be passed.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 
22nd November, 1940. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Friday, 22nd November^ 1940, 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur 
Rahim) in the Chair. 

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

(a) Oral Answers. 

Departures in the working of the L"inanoial Adjustment between the 
Government of India and tub British Government. 

217. ♦Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance 

Member [)lease lay on the table of the House a memorandum stating 
the departures in the working of the financial adjustment between Indian 
Government and the British Government from the statement he laid 
ix'lot'' the Hons(' in his Budget speech? 

(1)) Under what circumstances were these departures made? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: (a) and (b). In so far as defence 
expenditure proper is concerned no dojiarture has been made from the 
arrangements agreed upon in the settlement with His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment referred to in my budget speendi. There has, however, been a depar¬ 
ture from the procedure outlined in that speech for recovering a share of 
the cost of the Supply Department from its overseas customers, which I 
have dealt with in my reply to a separate question on the subject. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May I know if the previous arrangement was 
for all the })urcliases made by His Majesty's Government .... 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: If the Honourable Member will 
go on to his next question, I shall give him a reply. 

Commission charged by the Government of Indu ok Abticles purchased 
BY His Majesty's Government for the Maintenance of the Supply 
Department. 

218. ♦Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance 
Member state whether the Government of India are now charging three 
per cent, commission on all articles purchased by His Majesty’s Gov* 
eminent for the maintenance of the Supply Department? 

(b) In case the Finance Member has remitted the commission, will he 
please state when such remission was made, and why and under whose 
orders the remission was made? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: (a) No. 

(h) The recovery of departmental or agency charges on purchases of 
stores made for His Majesty's Government was discontinued under the 
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orders of the Government of India, with effect frorn the transactions re¬ 
corded 5n the accounts of September, 1940, for the following reasons: 

(i) His Majesty's Government do not charge us any part of the cost 

of their corresponding organisation viz., the War Office and 
the Ministry of Supply. 

(ii) In view of the greatly increased ordt^rs since placed on India by 

His Majesty’s Government for ’industrial products of all sorts 
and the economic advantage accruing to India therefrom, it 
was considered that India c(')uld normally pay for the organi¬ 
sation which obtained and handled these orders. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: In view of the fact that it is desirable to 
sepBrate the financial and other considerations, and in ^'iew of the fact that 
it is possible for us to contribute in iump sum any suiu that uc want to, 
may I ask the Honourable the Finance Member whether he should not 
follow the business propositirai in this mailer and charge proportionate 
expenditure for services rendered? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Well, Sir, tiiat was the original 
idea but as I pointed out just now, His Majesty’s Government who supply 
us with a large amount of equipment for war do not add anything on ac¬ 
count of their agency work in supplying us, so that it is on the basis of 
reciprocity; also as I have given the sec.ond reason, it is a great advantage 
to India to obtain these orders, and just as we employ Trade Commission¬ 
ers and so on in order to expand India’s overseas iriarket, so also it seemed 
reasonable that the Government of India should be prepared to bear the 
cost of enabling India to fulfil large orders abroad. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Is it not a fact that the Government of India engages 
its Stores Staff to make purchases in Great Britain when the orders are 
given to Great Britain, and whether the Government of India do not pro¬ 
pose to follow what they themselves do in the case of British purchases 
in India? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The main part of the agency 
expenditure incurred on obtaining war supplies in England is incurred by 
His Majesty’s Government, and not by us. Our organization could not 
possibly deal in the present circumstances with the problems arising of 
obtaining war supplies. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Was it brought to the notice of His Majesty’s Gov¬ 
ernment that our agency in England will be in a position to deal* with all 
the matters relating to the war supplies? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: The fact is that that agency can¬ 
not possibly now secure war supplies. The problems which arise at the 
present time are much greater than could possibly be dealt with by the 
small agency that the Government of India have. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Was it not possible for the Government of India to* 
add to its own agency for coping with the greater w^ork? 
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HOBOUitbls Bi* Jsrsniy B at s m a n ; It is not merely a matter of ad¬ 
ding to the agency, but the machinery which deals with all munitions of 
xvar and war supplies in the United Kingdom is the only machinery which 
could also be employed for allocating part of its supplies to India. 

gardar Bant 8in|^: May I know, Sir, the percentage of orders carried 
out by the Supply Department on behalf of India in proportion to those 
received from His Majesty’s Government in England? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: I caniKjt state the exact percent¬ 
age, but of course the Supply Department does minister very largely to 
our requirements for our own defence. That is one of iti- main functions, 
of course in addition to complying with orders f.rc'in oversea,. I cannot say 
the exact percentage. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad; Tb it not a fact ^hat A.ustralio. and Canada 
charge a small percentage of commission for all the purchase^ they make 
on hehalf of His Majesty’s Oovemment? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman; I have no official information on 
the subject, but my belief is that Australia is not charging anything. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: We ought to inquire as to what they are do¬ 
ing. Will the Honourable Member now make inquiries as to what the 
Dominions are doing in this matter? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: It is a question of different Gov¬ 
ernments following different methods and acting on a reciprocal basis. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Will the Honourable Member make inquiries 
as to what Canada and Australia are doing in this matter? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: Yes, I will make inquiries. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Are we charging any commission for the pur¬ 
chases made by Australia? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: Yes. Sir, we are. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Why then this differentiation? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: As I said, I have no official 
information that Australia is not charging on supplies made by her. 

Communal Composition op Indian Civil Sbrviob and other All-India 
Serviob Offiobrs brought on to the Government op India 
Secretariat. 

219 *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) With reference to the reply given to 
starred question No. 185 of the 26th February, 1940, will the Honourable 
the Home Member please state the number of Indian Civil Service and 
other All-India service Officers brought on to the Secretariat from 1st 
January, 1940 and how many of them are Muslims, Hindus, Indian 
Christians and Sikhs? 

A 2 
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(b) What efforts were made to bring Sikh officers also on the same 
lines as members of other communities are being brought on to the 
Secretariat and its attached offices? If none, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) During the period in question 
!8 members of the Indian CiVil Service have been appointed to the Secre¬ 
tariat of the Government of India; of these eight are Europeans, seven 
Hindus and three Muslims. 

(b) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to part (e) of 
tlie reply to liis starred question No. 185 which wais answered on the 2Gth 
February, 1940. Officers are selected for the Secretariat of the Govern¬ 
ment of India on their merits and on consideration of their suitability for 
particular posts, not on a communal basis. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I know if any recommendations were ever 
made liv ftny Provincial Government in regard to the transfer of Sikh 
I. C. S. Officers to the Goverment of India? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I do not understand what re- 
cominondations the Honourable Member is referring to. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: iMay I know if all these officers are from the 
Indiini (hvil Seivicc, or they are also from other All-India Services? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: The reply refers only to Indian 
Oivil Servi(‘e Officers. Tliere were no officers of other All-India Service 
in Secretarial aj)])oin( intuits 

Sardar Sant Singh: Has the Honourable Member ever inquired from 
the Provinci.il (ffi.)vernmcnts whether any Sikh I. C. S. officer was avail¬ 
able? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald MaxwBll: Does the Honourable Member 
moan to ask whether I have ever asked for the services of Sikh I. C. S. 
Officers? 

Sardar Sant Singh: Yes. Sir. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: The machinery for obtaining 
the services of officers from provinces is suoh as to secure the consideration 
of all suitable officers who are available for any of these appointments. 

Sardar Sant Singh: Has it ever occurred to the Honourable Member 
that in order to restore the communal proportions, Sikh officers are also 
necessary in the Secretariat of the Government of India? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I have already said that ap¬ 
pointments in the Secretariat are not made on a communal basis. 

Sikhs taken as Peons in the Government of India Secretariat. 

1 • Sant Singh: Will the Honourable the Home Member 

kindly place on table a statement showing the number of permanent, 
temporary and officiating appointments of peons made in the Government 
of India Secretariat (including the Supply Department) since Ist January 
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1940 and state whether the requisite number of Sikhs was taken in such 
vacancies? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Government do not consider 
that the labour involved in the <;ollection of the information will be com¬ 
mensurate with its utility. The communal percentages do not apply to 
posts of peons. 


Defence Expenditure. 

221. *Mr. Oovind V. Deshmukh: (a) Will the Defence Secretary please 
state how much the defence expenditure for this year is? 

(b) What is the amount estimated to be spent on each of the forces, 
namely, the Army (the land), tho Navy and the Air? 

(c) In view of the importance of the Air Force, as demonstrated in 
this war, will more money be spent on Air Force than on the land force? 
If not, why not? 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie: (a) Defence expenditure to be borne by Indian 
revenues during the current year is estimated at 68 crores. 

(b) and (c). It is not desirable in the public interest to answer these 
parts of the question. 

Hindu and Muslim Strength of the Indian Navy. 

222. ♦Mr. Oovind V. Deshmukh: (a) Will the Defence Secretary 
please state the strength of the Indian Navy—rank and file and officers— 
in September 1939?' 

(b) Of these, how many were Hindus and how many Muslims? 

(c) From which Provinces were they recruited and what were the 
recruiting centres? 

(d) What was the strength of the navy—rank and file and officers—in 
September 1940? 

(e) Of these, how many were Hindus and how many Muslims? 

(f) From which Province was the greatest number of recruits 
obtained ? 

(g) What was the number of recruits‘from the Bombay Presidency? 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie: (a) Officers — 189. 

Warrant Officers—99. 

Eatings—2369. 

(b) Hindus—186. 

Muslims—1819. 

(c) I lay on the tabic of the House a statement giving the required 
information. 

(d) It is not in the public interest to furnish the information. 

(e) Hindus—7 per cent, approximately. 

Muslims—69 per cent, approximately. 
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(f) Punjab. 

(g) 771. 


ProvinceB. 

Bombay, Punjab, Madras, Bengal, North West frontier Province, United PrO‘ 
vinci's, Sind, Bihar, Orissa, Central Provinces. 

Recruiting Centres. 


Rawalpindi. 

Lahoro. 

Murroe. 

Jullundur. 

Giijar Khan. 

Delhi. 

Abbott abad. 

Haripur. 

Hasan Abdal. 

Choa Saidan Shah. 

Shadi Khan. 

Ambala. 

Oarnpbellpore. 

Ludhiana. 

Pindigheb. 

Fateh Gang. 

Talagang. 

Khed. 

Chakwal. 

Chiplun. 

Jhelum. 

Sangmeshwar. 

Gujrat. 

Ratnagiri. 

Harnai. 

Dabhol. 

Jaigarh. 

Satara. 

Poona. 

Sangli. 

Bombay. 

Jath. 

Bankot. 

Bijapur. 

Saitavada. 

Sholapur. 

Alibag. 

Aurangabad. 

Roha. 

Akola. 

Dapoli. 

Malkapur. 

Malvan. 

Basim. 

Baroli, 

Amraoti. 

Baldana. 

Ellichpur. 

Ahraodnagar. 

Somanath. 

Sawmans. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member, 
with reference to his reply to part (c), whether the list contains any people 
from Sind? 

Mr. C. M. O. Ogilvie; I am afraid 1 have not got it here. I think so. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: May I ask the Honourable Member, with reference 
to his reply to part (b), whether this serious disproportion between Hindus 
and Muslims in regard to the strength in the Indian Navy is due to the 
reluctance of the Hindus to go in for this service or to the policy of the 
Government not to recruit Hindus? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: I think it was due to reluctance, certainly not 
due to any desire of Government not to recruit them. I think that that 
reluctance is gradually yielding so that we are now getting a more ample 
supply. 

Mr. M. S. Aney; Does the Honourable Member mean to say thart this 
reluctance is disappearing with the declaration of the war? 

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie: Yes. 

*1- 

Mr. M. S. Aney: May I ask whether the Honourable Member is pre¬ 
pared to place before the House a statement showing the number of EQndu 
applicants for this service and the number rejected? 
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Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie; I think those figures are very difficult to get, 
if not impossible, but I can assure the Honourable Member that no suitable 
•candidate is, has been, or will be rejected, because he is a Hindu. 

Mr. Govind V* Deshmukh; May r ask if tin's shortage among Hindus 
is not due to the fact that the qualification required is that a candidate 
must know either the Urdu script or the Roman script and persons in 
other provinces do not know the Urdu script and therefore this difference 
arises? 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie: 1 have already answered questions in this Session 
•on that subject. 

Eligibility of Indians for th® Royal Air Force in India. 

223. *Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Will the Defence Secretary please 
state if Indians are admitted to the Royal Air Force in India? If not, 
what is the reason for not admitting them, when they are admitted now 
to the Royal Air Force in England? 

Mr. 0. M. G. OgUvie: No, because it is more appropriate for Indians 
In India to enter the Indian Air Force just as they enter the Indian Army 
and not the British Army. In England there are no establishments of the 
Indian Air Force and, therefore, Indians there are admitted to the Royal 
Air Force, as also to the British Army and to the Royal Navy. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: May I know the reasons which lead the 
Honourable Member to the conclusion that Indians are appropriate only 
for the Indian Force? 

Mr. G. M. G. Ogilvie: When there is an Indian force, it is surely more 
iippropriate for Indians to enter it. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: I am asking for an explanation as to why 
be considers that it is appropriate? 

Mr. 0. M. G. O^lvie: I should have '\iought that it w’as sufficiently 
-obvious not to require any explanation. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know if there is any actual prohibition 
•against these Indians going into the Royal Force? 

Mr. 0. M. G. OgUvie: No. The question has never arisen. There is 
here a very good Indian Air Force and at present we wamt the best pilots 
we can get for it. Vacancies in the British Air Force here are very small. 
No conditions of service are different and the question of posting Indians 
to it has not arisen- 

Enooubaoembnt to Indian Enterprise for manufacturing Aircrafts, 
Motors or for building Ships. 

224. ♦Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Will the Defence Secretary plei^ 
state whether the Defence authorities have given any encouragement to 
any Indian enterprise started to manufacture aircrafts, motors or to 
build ships? If so what was its nature and extent? 
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Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: No. The administrative Departments, to which 
the Honourable Member should address any question concerning en¬ 
couragement to Indian industries, arc the Departments of Commerce and 

Supply. 

German and Italian Detenus in India and Punjabee Detenus under 
THE Defence of India Act. 

225. *Sardar Sant Singh (on behalf of Sardar Mangal Singh): W ill the 
Honourable the Home Member please state; 

(a) the total number of Germans and Italians detained in this 

country after the start of war; 

(b) the sanctioned scale of expenses per head per diem for the main¬ 

tenance of a German prisoner, together with other amenities 
provided for him; 

(c) the total number of Punjabees detained without trial under the 

Defence of India Act; and 

(d) the sanctioned scale of expenses per head per diem for the 

maintenance of a Punjabee detenu, together with other 
amenities provided for him? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) The numbers of Germane 
(including Austrians) and Italians detained in India and now in the intern¬ 
ment camp at Ahmednagar are 443 and 283 respectively. 

(b) All internees are treated in accordance with the spirit of the Prison¬ 
ers cf War Convention, 1929. No specific scale of expenses has been laid 
down for them, but the following concessions are admissible to them; 

(i) free accommodation including lighting, water, fuel, conservancy^ 

furniture and medical treatment; 

(ii) free rations on the scale issued to British Other Banks in peace 

time; 

(hi) messing allowance at three and half annas per head per day; 
and 

(iv) personal allowance of Rs. 20 per head per month for the pur¬ 
chase and maintenance of articles required for personal use. 

(c) and (d). The information has been called for and will be laid on 
the table of the House in due course. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I know if those against whom action has been 
taken under the Defence of India Buies, firstly, by mere detention, and, 
secondly, by prosecutions resulting in convictions, are treated on the same 
scale as the enemy detenus? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald MaxweU: No. A scale has been laid 
down to deal with enemy internees according to the spirit of the Prison¬ 
ers of War Convention. 

^ Sardar Sant Singh: Why does not the Honourable Member take this 
into consideration that Ihe cases are by analogy the same? 

x/r ^osident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member is arguing. 
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Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Oldney : Will the Honourable Member inform, 
the House whether Government have under consideration the application 
of the Anderson Committee’s report in England as regards the treartment 
of internees so far as those who have pro-British ideas and those who are 
in charge of educational institutions in India are concerned, and if so, 
will the Honourable Member be pleased to tell the House whether any 
action has been taken or is proposed to be taken in India? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I submit that it does not arise* 
out of the present question. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: May I ask the Honourable Member what is the diffi¬ 
culty for him in getting the information with regard to part (d) of the 
question, in time? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: Information has to be obtained 
from the province as regards parts (c) and (d). 

Members of the Central and Provincial Legislatures detained or. 

IMPRISONED since THE WaR BEGAN. 

226. *Sardar Sant Singh (on behalf of Sardar Mangal RinghV Will the* 
Honourable the Home Member please state: 

(a) the total number oP members of the Central and the Provincial 

Legislatures who have been detained or imprisoned sinco 
the War began in provinces excluding Bengal, Punjab, 
Assam and Sind; 

(b) similar information in regard to Bengal. Punjab, Assam and' 

Sind when arrests were made under the orders of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India; 

(c) the sanctioned scale of expenses for the maintenance of each 

one of them and other amenities provided for them; 

(d) which newspapers are given to them in jails; and 

(e) whether Government contemplate providing facilities for them 

to attend the sittings of their respective Legislative 
Assemblies whenever they are in Session? 

TOe Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) Members of the Central 

Legislature—^Two. Members of Provincial Legislatures: Information has^ 
been called for and will be laid on the table of the House. 

(b) There have been no such cases.. 

(c) and (d) . The G-ovemmcnt of India have no information ars thesR 
are matters that are primarily the concern of Provincial Governments. 

(e) In so far as the Members of the Central Legislature are concerned 
the reply is in the negative. As regards members of the Provincial Legis¬ 
latures the question is one for the Provincial Governments concerned. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I know if any directions have been issued to 
the Provincial Governments suggesting to them the manner in which 
these detenus who are members of the various Legislatures are to be- 
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The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I answered that question on 

the last question day. 

Certain Congress Workers arrested in Delhi under the United 
Provinces Goonda Act. 

227. *Sardar Sant Singh (on behalf of bardar Mangal Singh); Will the 
Honourable the Home Member please state; 

(a) whether it is a fact that Sardars Beant Singh, Hari Singh, 

Niranjan Singh and Bhagat Singh have recently been 
arrested in Delhi under the United Provinces Goonda Act; 

(b) the definition of a goonda; 

'(c) whether he is prepared to lay on the table of the House the 
charges brought against each of them; 
c(d) whether it is a fact that these gentlemen had been taking active 
part in national public activities, including that of the 
Congress; 

•(e) whether it is a fact that these gentlemen were convicted under 
section 17 of the Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act in 
1930 and 1932 in connection with the civil disobedience 
movement; and 

(f) whether Government are satisfied that the use of the United 
provinces Goonda Act in their case is justified at all? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) Yes. 

(b) The term is defined in the Act as including a hooligan, bully, rogue 

•or badmafih. " ’ 

(c) Copies of^ the charges, as supplied to the person arrested, are laid 
-on the table. The essence of the charges in each case is that the person 
is a goonda in the sense of the definition quoted. 

(d) I have no information on this point, but the fact of their having 
taken part in “public activities” cannot in any case indemnify them from 
proceedings under the Act, if it is established that they are hooligans and 
bullies. 

(e) The past convictions of the four men are set out in the charges. 
The circumstances surrounding these convictions will doubtless be investi¬ 
gated by the advising judges. 

(f) The advising judges are still considering the cases, and in such 
circumstances it would clearly be inappropriate for me to express any 
opinion. 

BEANT SINGH. 

Heads of charges. 

1. He is a member of a gang or body of goondas including Niranjan Singh, 

Akali, Hari Singh and Bhagat Singh Kirti, engaged in habitually com¬ 
mitting offences involving a breach of the peace and criminal intimida¬ 
tion. 

2. In April, 19^ he was convicted u/s 32 of the Police Act, 1861, for infring*' 

mg c^ditions of a processional license and sentenced to pay a fine of 
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5. In Novembor, 1930 he was convicted u/s 17 of the Indian Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 1908 and sentenced to undergo 3 months’ rigorous im¬ 
prisonment and also to pay a fine of Rs. 50. 

4. In February, 1932 he was arrested as a suspect in the case known as the 

Lothian train bomb case. 

5. On or about the 28th of July, 1957 he along with others including Niranjan 

Singh and Hari Singh took deceitful possession of a Hindu Dharamshalla 
in Mohalla Kundewalan Delhi. 

6. In 1958 he along with Hari Singh and Niranjan Singh forcibly, encroached 

upon Government land around Mata Sundri Gurdwara, New Delhi and 
threatened those who agreed to take the land on lease from Government 

7. On various occasions during June to October, 1938, he criminally intimidated 

Khushal Singh manager of Sisganj Gurdwara, Delhi and on 15th Decem¬ 
ber 1939, on the Guru Tegh l^hadur Martyrdom day made no secret of 
his intention that he and his men had decided to murder S. S. Ranjit 
Singh, Deputy Superintendent of Police and S. S. Sander Singh Dhupia 
in case there was a riot that day. 

8. On 6th May 1939 in a Sikh Dewan in Gurdwara Sisganj, he exhorted Sikhs 

to wreak vengeance on Government officials responsible for firing on 
Sisganj Gurdwara in 1930. 

9. Has been responsible for creating trouble and gravely endangering public 

peace on the occasion of Guru Tegh Bahadur Martyrdom dav procession 
for the last three years. 


HARI SINGH. 


Heads of charges. 


1. In 1927 and again, in 1930 he was convicted u/s 32 of the Police Act, 1861. 

2. On 15th March, 1932 he was convicted u/s 17-A of the Indian Criminal Law 

Amendment Act of 1906. 

3. On or about the 28th of July, 1937 he along with others including Beant 

Singh and Niranjan Singh took deceitful possession of a Hindu shrine in 
Mohalla Kundewalan, Delhi. 

4. In 1938 he along with Beant Singh and Niranjan Singh forcibly encroached 

upon Government land around Mata Sundri Gurdwara, New Delhi and 
threatened those who agreed to take the land on lease from Government. 

5. On various occasions during June to October, 1937 he criminally intimidated 

Khushal Singh, manager of Sisganj Gurdwara, Delhi. 

6. On 6th May, 1939 in a Sikh Dewan in Sisganj Gurdwara he exhorted Sikhs 

to wreak vengeanance on Government officials responsible for firing on 
Sisganj Gurdwara in 1930. 

7. Has been responsible for creating trouble gravely endangering public peace 

on the occasion of Guru Tegh Bahadur martyrdom day annual procession 
for the last three years. 


NIRANJAN SINGH. 


Heads of charges. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 


Is a member of a gang or body of goondas including Beant Singh, Hari 
Singh, and Bhagat Singh Kirti, engaged in habitually committing offences 
involving a breach of the peace and criminal intimidation. 

On or about the 28th of July, 1937, he along with others including Beant 
Singh and Han Singh, took deceitful possession of a Hindu Dharamahala 
in Mohalla Kundewalan, Delhi. 


In 1938 he along with Hari Singl and Beant Singh forcibly encroached 
upon Government land around Mata Sundri Gurdwara, New Delhi and 
threatened those who agreed to take the land on lease from Government. 
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4. On various occasions during June to October “iminaUy intinJd.ted 

Khushal Singh, Manager of Sisganj Gurdwara, 1/eim. 

S Has been re’Donsible for creating trouble and gravely end^genng public 
““pearon ihe occasion of Guru^Tegh Bahadur martyrdom day anniversary 
procession for the last two years. 


BHAGAT SINGH. 


Headt of charges. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 


Ta a member of a gang or body of goondas including Niranjan Singh, 

Singh and TTari Singh engaged in habitually committing offences involving 
a breach of the peace and criminal intimidation. 

In 1930 he was sentenced to six months’ rigorous imprisonment. 


On 9th December, 1931 the District Magistrate, Meerut, served him with a 
notice u/s 144 Cr. P. C. prohibiting him from delivering a speech in m 
public meeting for two months. 


On 11th February, 1932 at Delhi, he was arrested under section 3 of the 
Emergency Powers Ordinance 1932, detained for two months and th«D 
expelled from Delhi on 10th April 1932. 

Has been responsible for creating trouble gravely endangering public peace 
on the occasion of annual procession in connection with the martyrdom 
day of Guru Tegh Bahadur—the 9th Sikh Guru, for the last two years. 


Sardar Sant Singh: May T request the Honourable Member to tell me 
if the principle underlying the Goonda Act was not applicable for th& 
purpose of applying it upon those who took part in political or religioua 
activities ? 

The Hjonourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: No. Sir. 

Sardar Sant Sinigh: Does the Plonourable Member mean to tell us that 
in the case of religious activities where honest differences of opinion exist 
between the various sections in the committees governing those religious 
institutions the Goonda Act will apply? Is that his cont-ention? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: The Act applies to Goondas. 

Sardar Sant Singh: The charges which have been laid down are before 
rn.e at this time. I am asking the Honourable Member whether the 
Goonda Act will apply in the caise of a religious institution where honest 
diltVu’cm'cs of opinions were shown among various sections in connection 
with the Gurdwara Committees? 

The Hanourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: The Honourable Member will 
be able to get all the details from the charges against these persons, which 
T have laid on the table. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Will the Honourable Member inform 
this House whom the Government embrace under the word “badmash”? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: It might be invidious to men¬ 
tion all the persons regardc*.d in that light. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I ask the Honourable Member one question as 
regards Beant Singh. Charge No. 8 says: On the 6th May 1939 in a 
Sikh Dewan in Gurdwara Sisganj, he exhorted Sikhs to wreak vengeance 
on Government officials responsible for firing on Sisganj Gurdwara in 1930. 

Was he prosecuted on this charge in a court of law? 
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Maxwell; That was one of the heads of 
-charges and the advising judges will be able to find out whether it is true 
or inob. 


S^ar S^t Stogh: I am not asking about the truth. May I ask 
whether the Cjoonda Act can apply in a case which is strictly religious? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That is a question 
of opinion. 


Prosecution op Pandit Jawahab Lal Nehru. 

228. *Sardar Sant Singh (on behalf of Sardar Mangal Singh); Will the 
Honourable the Home Member please state: 

(a) whether the Governor General was consulted before the prose¬ 
cution of Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru was sanctioned by the 
United Provinces Government; and 

(h) what diet and other amenities are provided to Pandit Jawahar 
Lal Nehru in jail? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) 'the Governor General was 
i]\}id(‘ aware of tiie intention of the Government of llie Thiitod Provinces 
to an’cst Pandit Jawahar Lal Neliru. 

(b) The Government of India understaml that he is an A class 
prisoner and that the Provinoial Government lias also granted him certain 
additif)nal c(;ncessions. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Oidney: Will the Government of India please 
inform this House whether they are prepared to issue orders to give similar 
generous treatment to other prisoners so convicted under the Defence of 
India Act? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: No general orders are neces¬ 
sary. All persons arrested or detained are treated in accordance with their 
per.'^onal status and mode of living. 

Lleut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Is it according to the status of the 
prisoners or according to the act committed? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: According to prisoners. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Batta: W^as the Governor General or the Govern¬ 
ment of India consulted as regards the sentence to be pronounced upon 
him? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell : No. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it not a fact that the sons of the members 
of the,'Legislature, if they are detained under this clause, wdll be given A 
class? Is this not the rule? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I am not prepared to hold out 
inducements to the members of the Legislatures. 
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Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad; It is a fact that the son of a Member of the 
Central Legislature has been detained. 1 want to know whether he. will 
be given A class or B class. 

The Honourabfe Sir Reginald Maxwell: I shall require notice of that. 


Sardar Sant Singh: May I know why the Government of India is 
making a departure in the case of Indians when they say that the treat¬ 
ment is given according to the status of the prisoner and not according to 
the act committed by him wlion tlie same distinction is not made in the 
case of the eneinv personnel who are detained unde,r the C onvention men¬ 
tioned by him in "answer to my j)revious question? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I have already stated that the 

status of enemy internees is that of a prisoner of war. 


Persons prosecuted or detained under the Defenob of India Act aitd 

Rules. 

229. *Sardar Sant Singh (on behalf of Sardar Mangal Singh): Will the 
Honourable the Home Member please state: 

(a) the total number of persons who have so far been prosecuted 

under the Defence of India Act and the Rules framed there¬ 
under; and 

(b) how many of them have been detained without trial; giving the 

figures Provincewise? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) The Government of India 
do not maintain Statistics of all persons prosecuted under the Defence of 
India Rules; but the information has been called for and will be laid on the 
table of the House in due course. 

(b) The Honourable Member is referred to the answer given to part (a) 
of Sardar Sant Singh’s question No. 216 on the 2l8t November. 

Bitbglabibs and Dacoities in New Delhi. 

230. *Mr. M. S. Aney: (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member 
please state if he is aware that a feeling of great insecurity prevails among 
the clerks and assistants in the Government of India and attached offices 
owing to the frequent burglaries and dacoities that have taken place in New 
Delhi during the past year or so? 

(b) Have any steps been taken to allay the present panicky feeling 
among the residents of New Delhi? If so, what? 

(c) Is it a fact that accounts of thefts and burglaries in and around 
New Delhi appear almost daily in the local press? 

(d) In how many cases have complaints been registered with the 
police? 

(e) In how many cases have the culprits been traced, or has stolen 
property been restored to the owners? 

(f) Was there recently a case of burglary in the locality of Barakhamba 
Road, in which the servant left in the house was murdered and all the 
property burgled? 
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^ HaE.rti® mi^rd^^rer or murders, referred to above been traced and 

triei? 

flie BtolionHlbld Sir Beginald Maxwell: With your permission, Sir, I 
uill answer questions Nos. 2J^) and 231 together. The information has 
been called for from the (’hief (Jorninissioner, Delhi, and will be laid on 
the table ot the house u\ due eouvsi*.. 

Mr. Lalchand Kavaliai: Does the llonourahle Afember know the fact 
that there has been an increase in burglaries? Does he know that fact or 
not? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: 1 cannot sav until 1 have seen^ 
the Chief Commissioner’s report. 

Burglaries and Dacoities in New Delhi. 

1231. *Mr. M. S. Aney: Will the TTononrahle tlu; Tlonu* Alfinbnr please 
state: 

(a) whether he is aware that clerks and assistants of the Govern¬ 

ment offices living in New Delhi cannot go out even for a 
walk at any time of the day or in the evenings with their 
family and children, for fear that thieves may brealc into the 
house in their absence; 

(b) whether there have been instances in which tenants left their 

quarters vacant for very short periods of time, and those 
quarters were burgled in that short space of time; 

(c) whether Government are prepared to post additional police or 

patrols to tour round the affected areas, viz., the Minto Eoad 
area and the squares and streets round the Gole Afarket and 
other places, if necessary withdrawing some of the numerous 
policemen posted in the Assembly building and such like 
places; 

(d) whether Pathans or persons from other Provinces have been in¬ 

volved or suspected to be involved in cases of burglaries in 
and around New Delhi; 

(e) whether Pathans with long staffs and other bad characters from 

the city of Delhi proper, too are always prowling round the 
various localities in New Delhi during the day time; 

(f) whether the police have any list of bad characters or goondae in 

the Province of Delhi, and whether the movements of the 
vagabonds and suspicious characters are being regularly 
watched by them; 

(g) whether Government are prepared to consider the advisability of 

summarily deporting the bad characters or suspects on the 
police list who may be prowling in the streets of New Delhi; 
and 

(h) whether Government propose to treat this matter as a very 

urgent one, calling for speedy remedial measures? 

+For answer to this question, see answer to question No. 230. 
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iEjMBBQBEOY COMMISSION IN THE LaND AND AlB FOBOBS OF HiS MaJB8TT*8 
Govbbnmbnt in India. 

232. *Maiilvi Muhammad Abdul Ohani: Will the Defence Secretary 
please state: 

(a) the names of various units or districts in India where primary 

selection is made for the grant of Emergency Commissions in 
the Land and Air Forces of His Majesty’s Government; 

(b) the total number of candidates selected by every unit up till now 

and recommended to the Central Selection Board; 

(c) the number of candidates of every unit rejected by the Central 

Selection Board up till now; 

(d) the number of (i) Anglo-Indians, (ii) Domiciled Europeans and 

(iii) Muslims, selected by various units and rejected by the 
Central Selection Board up till now; and 

(e) the number of non-MatricuIates, Matriculates, Intermediate in 

Arts and Bachelor of Arts among (i) the Anglo-Indians, (ii) 
Domiciled Europeans, and (iii) Muslims, selected by each 
unit, and the Central Selection Board up till now? 

Mr. C. M. O. Ogilvie: (a) A list of military districts and areas where 
primary selection for emergency commissions to the Army is made has 
been laid on the table. Primary selection for emergency commissions in 
■the Indian Medical Service is made by the Principal Administrative 
Medical Officer in each Province. Until the present, selection for the 
Indian Air Force has for the most part been made by a central board. 

(b) and (c). In respect of lh(‘ Army, informatioi is available only for 
the last three selection boards. A statement is laid on the table. 200 
candidates for the Indian Air Force have so far been rejected by the 
-central interview Board. 

(d) The papers of rejected candidates for the Army were destroyed 
and it is not known to what communities they belonged. 

A statement giving the figures for the Indian Air Force is laid on the 
table. 

(c) This information is not retained after the time of selection and it 
has only been possible to collect it in respect of those now under training. 

A statement regarding these cadets is laid on the table. 

Statements. 

Part (a ).—Statenipnt showing military districts and areas where primary selec¬ 
tion is made for emergency commissions, 

Peshawar Diatrietj. 

Kohafc District. 

Waziristan District. 

Rawalpindi District. 

Lahore District. 

Meerut District. 

Lucknow District. 

Presidency and Assam District. 

Western (Independent) District. 

Bombay District. 

Deccan District. 

Madras District. 

Delhi Area. 

Sind Area. 

■Jubbulpore (Independent) Area. 
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Paft^ W i®V Statement showing by districts and areas the numbers of 
candidates ^a') recommended irom the districts to the Central Interview Board and 
(b) selected and (c) rejected by the Central Interview Boards held in May, July 
and October 1940. 


District/Area. 


Peshawar .... 
Kohat ..... 
Waziristan .... 
Rawalpindi .... 
Lahore ..... 
Meerut ..... 
Lucknow .... 
Presidency and Assam 
Western (Independent) 

Bombay . . . . 

Deccan ..... 
Madras ..... 
Delhi Area .... 
Sind Area .... 
Jubbulporo (Independent) Area 
Overseas, e.gf., Burma, Malaya . 


Nos. recom* 
mended by 
Districts 
to the 
Central 
Interview 
Board. 

57 

18 

5 

43 

53 

27 

60 

53 

26 

116 

48 

42 

33 

12 

24 

17 

634 


Nos. select¬ 
ed by the 
Central 
Interview 
Board. 


25 

8 

2 

23 

31 

13 

33 

44 

30* 

22 

20 

18 

6 

12 

11 

307 


Nos. reject* 
ed by the 
Central 
Interview 
Board. 


32 

10 

3 

20 

22 

14 
27 

0 

26 

77 

26 

22 

15 
6 

12 

6 

327 


N. B .—Tho Central Interview Board also interviewed candidates in February lOIO*. 
It is rfjgrettod that information in regard to the numbers actually recommended by Districts 
for that interview is not available. The quota allotted to each District was 15. O. 
those interviewed by tho board, tho following were seleeted :— 


Peshawar .......... 2 

Kohat.3 

Waziristan .......... 

Rawalpindi 

Lahore ........... 5 

Meerut . . . . . . , . . . . .3 

Lucknow. .......... 6 

Presidency and Assam ........ 3 

Western (Independent) ........ 2 

Bombay ........... 3 

Deccan .......... 2 

Madras ........... 3 

Delhi Area .......... 3 

Sind Area .......... 1 

Jubbulpore (Independent) Area ...... 3 

Overseas, 9 ,g., Burma, Malaya . . . . . ... 
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Statement showing the number of candidates each 

Principal Medical Administrative Officer and rejected by the Central Interview Board. 


Provinces. 


Rejected by 
Selected by Central 

P. M. A. O. selection 

Boards. 


Assam 
Bengal. 

Bihar . 

Bombay 

Central Provinces 
Madras 

North-West Front 
Orissa . 

Punjab 

Sind 

United Provinces 
Burma. 

Other areas includ 






7 






. 107 






36 






48 






16 






131 


tier Province 




12 

»- 





6 






120 






6 






42 






4 


ling States . 




67 



Nil. 


691 


Part {d ).—Statement showing the number of (i) Anglo-Indians, (ii) Domiciled 
Europeans and (iii) Muslims who were selected and rejected for emergency commis¬ 
sions in the Indian Air B^orce. 


Selected. Rejected. 

(i) Anglo-Indians ....... 1 4 

(ii) Domiciled Europeans ...... Nil Nil 

'(iii) Muslims ........ 33 40 

Part (c)— {i ).—Statement showing the numbers of (i) Anglo-Indians, (ii) Domiciled 
Europeans and (iii) Muslims selected for emergency commissions in the Army by the 
Central Interview Boards in July and October, 1940, with their academic qualifica¬ 
tions. 


(i) Anglo-Indians — 

(1) Non-Matriculates ......... 3 

(2) Matriculates ......... 2 

'(3) Intermediate in Arts and Science ...... 7 

(4) Senior Cambridge ........ 7 

(6) B.A., B.Sc. and B.A.,LL.B. ....... 18 

1(6) M.A. and M. Sc.4 

Total . 41 

l(ii) Domiciled Europeans — 

(1) Intermediate in Science. ....... 1 

(2) Senior Cambridge ........ 1 

(B) B.A.2 


Tota’ . 


4 
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i}\\) Mu$lima — 

(1) Non-Matriculatfs , 4 

(2) Matriculates ......... 12 

(3) Intermediate in Arts and Science.9 

(4) Senior Cambrid-ge ........ 4 

(6) M.A.7 

(6) B.A., B.Sc.» and B.A.,LL.B.30 

66 


Part (f) — (ii). Statement showing the number of (i) Anglo-Indians, (ii) Domiciled 
Europeans and (iii) Muslims selected for emergency commissions in the Indian Air 
Force who were non-matriculates, Matriculates, Intermediates in Arts or Bachelors 
of Arts. 

(i) Anglo-Indians — 

Intermediate in Arts . 

(ii) Domiciled Europeans 

Nil. 

(iii) Muslims — 

Non-Matrioulate 
Matriculates 
Intermediate in Arts . 

Move of the Army Headquarters to Simla and back. 

233. *Mr. Muhammad Axhar All: (a) With reference to the reply to 
starred question No. 187 on the 26th February, 1940, will the Defence 
tSecretarv please state the present total strength of each of tlie Branches 
of the Army Headquarters? 

(b) How many persons have not moved down from Simla from each of 
the Branches? 

(c) Is it proposed to curtail, or stop altogether, the move of the Army 
Headquarters to Simla and back? If so, when? If not, why not? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvle: (a) and (b). A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) No, Sir, for the reasons given in reply to starred question No. 1676, 
Bsked by Mr. S. Satyamurti on the 1st December, 1938 and the supple¬ 
mentary questions arising therefrom. 


1 


1 

11 

15 


Statement. 

(a) The present total strength of Branches of Army Headquarters, etc., is as 
follows ; 



Officers. 

Clerics. 

General Staff Branch ....... 

123 

303 

Adjutant Generars Branch (including Medical Directorate) 

70 

314 

’Quartermaster General’s Branch ..... 

4H 

149 

Master General of Ordnance Branch (including D. D. 0. S. P.) 

70 

474 

Engineer-in-Chief’s Branch ...... 

31 

153 

Military Secretry’s Branch ...... 

12 

77 

Headquarters, Air Forces in India ..... 

44 

126 

B 2 
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(b) The number of persons from each Branch of Army Headquarters who have not 
moved down from Simla is as follows : 

Officers, Clerks. 

General Staff Branch ........ 10 69 

Adjutant General’s Branch ....... 4 10 

Quartermaster General’s Branch ...... 4 9 

Master General of Ordnance Branch ..... . . 1 

Engineor-in-Chief’s Branch ....... 3 16- 

Military Secretary’s Branch ....... .. 1 

Headquarters, Air Forces in India . 


Burglaries and Dacoities in New Delhi. 

234. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: (n) Will the Honourable the Homo- 
Member please state whether Government are aware that there has been 
an increase in crimes in Delhi during the last two years? If so, what are 
the reasons? 

(b) Will Government please state tlie number of burglaries and thefts 
which occurred from 1st January, 1939 to Ist October, 1940, and the total 
value of property stolen? 

(c) Was any of .this property recovered by police? If so, of what 
value ? 

(d) Is it a fact that in June 1938, a, big gang of criminals called 
Bauriyas, was arrested in Dellii? If so, what was the number of men in 
the gang? 

(e) Is it a fact that some members of this gang were responsible for 
several thefts in 1937? 

(f) Under what guise was this gang operating in Delhi? Were the 
statements of all the men of the gang fully verified in that connection? 

(g) How many cases of theft were traced to this gang? 

(h) Was any property recovered from these men? If so, of what 
valuation? 

(i) Was any consolidated list of nntraeed cases of theft for the period 
the gang operated in Delhi prepared? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I will with your permission, Sir, 
answer questions Nos. 234, 235, 230 and 237 together. The information 
has been called for from the Chief Commissioner, Delhi, and will be laid 
on the table of the House in due course. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: What is the distance between the Government of 
India Secretariat and the Chief Commissioner’s office in Delhi? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: About five miles. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Does it take more than ten days to get the information- 
from that office? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: I did not have ten days’ notice. 

Mr. Qovind V. Deshmukh: Was there not sufficient time between the- 
time wffien the question was given notice of and now for the particulars to- 
be obtained? 
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The Honourable Sir Beginald Maxwell: The question asked for very 
4etailed information and it has not yet been obtained. 

Abrest of a Gang of Thieves of Bauriya Criminal Tribe. 

1235. ^Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: (a) With reference to the arrest of 
a gang of thieves belonging to the criminal tribe called Bauriyas, in June 
1938, will the Honourable the Home Member please state whether every 
member of the gang was interrogated in respect of each untraced case of 
theft? 

(h) Was the staff and the time at the disposal of the investigating 
officers sufficient enough for individual interrogation ? 

(c) Did the Officer-in-charge of investigation put up a report that the 
staff and fhe time both were insufficient for a thorough investigation? If 
so, what action was taken on that report? 

(d) Is it a fact that the gang was interrogated specially in respect of 
New Delhi cases only? If so, why? 

Information given to the Karol Bagh Police Station, Delhi, about the 
presence of a Gang of Criminals called Bauriyas. 

1236. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable the Home 
Meinher |)lease state whetlier it is a fact that in the middle ot May, 1939, 
a police agent gave information to the Karol Bagh Police Station about 
the })r(‘st'uce in tlu; viciiiitv of a ])art of a gang of criminals called Bauriyas 
with stolen i)ropcrty in their possession? 

Steps to reduce the Number of Thefts and other Crimes in Delhi. 

f237. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Will the Honourable the Home 
Mciid:)er please state wludher the Government of India or the Local Gov¬ 
ernment have taken or are taking any action to reduce tliefts and other 
crinies in Delhi? If so, what? If none, why not? 

Sinking of the Steamer “Kemendine."' 

238. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) W'ill the Honourable the Home 
Member lx* pleased to state if the steamer “Kemeiidine” w:is sunk? If so, 
where and how? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Government of India issued a notification by 
about 30tb August, 1940, giving the names of some of the Sindhis who 
were on board the vessel, having got on from Gibraltar? 

(c) Have Government since then got further information about this 
steamer and the casualties, and will the Honourable Member be pleased 
to place a statement on the table giving the names of all Indians, 
including Sindhis, who were on board and who were saved, also giving 
their present whereabouts? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell; (a) The S. S. “Kemmendine” 
is presumed to have been sunk. 8he is reported to have left Gibraltar for 
the East via the Cape early in June last, since when nothing has been 
heard of her. 


tFor answer to thif que»tlxxn, ste answer to question No. 234. 
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(b) No notification was issued by the Government of India, but the 
names of the Indian passengers, who were all Sindhis, were furnished to 
the Government of Sind on August 20tli, 1040, in order that the next of kin 
might be informed. The names were also published in the Press. 

(c) Government have no further information. A statement giving the 
names of the Indian passengers who embarked on the vessel is laid on the 
table. 


Statement showing the names of the Indian passengers who embarked on the S. 9, 
"Kemmendiyie/' which left Gibraltar on the Sth June^ lUlp. 

K. Bulchand, wife, three daughters and two sona. 

L. Hasaaran. 

S. J. Choolani. 

K. G. Chandiramani. 

H. Khemchand and wife. 

Parsam Advani. 

S. Doulatram. 

P. X. Nanwani. 

K. R. Nawalrai. 

S. Valiram. 

T. Rewachand. 

Mrs. S. Tarachand, daughter, son and infant. 

Tarachand Veroomal. 

K. Barsati. 

V. Valiram. 

D. Daloomal. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member if 
there were any survivors, and at what place was the steamer sunk? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: l have said that nothing further 

was heard of this steamer. 


MOTION FOP AOJOUPNMENT. 

Closing of the Chandpur-Siau-Bijnor Section of the Gajraula 
Muazzampuu Narain Branch of the East Indian Bailway. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Order, order. With 
regard to the adjournment motion which the Honourable Member Sir Syed 
Baza Ali wanted to move yesterday, 1 would ask the Honourable Member 
Sir Andrew Clow if he has got any information and ii he has any objection 
to the motion. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow (Member for Bailways and Com¬ 
munications): [ have no tihjection to the motion, Sir; but I take it the 
concluding lines will be deleted. I would only call your attention to the 
fact that I have received notice of another motion raising precisely similar 
issues on a different line. The considerations in both cases are similar 
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and, if it would suit the convenience of the House and of the Honourable 
Members who have tabled the motions, I suggest that both might be taken 
up together. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): It relates to the 
closing of another line? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Yes, Sir; that relates to a different 

Railway. The reasons which have led to the action are practically the 
same in both cases; and if there is no objection under the rules, we can 
discuss them jointly. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): I cannot allow 
that, as they are two distinct matters but of course the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Essak Sait, if he is satisfied with the result of the first 
motion or the facts disclosed in the debate on the first motion may 
or may not desire to move it. 


Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait (West Coast and Nilgiris: Muham¬ 
madan): Sir, if I am allowed to speak on the subject-matter of my motion 
on Sir Raza Ali’s adjournment motion and if the Honourable the Railway 
Member deals with my motion also when replying to Sir Raza Ali, I will 
have no objection. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): No, no, I cannot 
allow that. The motion will be taken up at 4 O’clock unless the Member 
in charge and the House agree that it should be taken up earlier if the 
business on the agenda is finished earlier. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I am quite willing if you wish to 
take it up as soon as the business is finished. Sir. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Is that the general 
desire of the House? 

(Fo/ec,'?: Y'es, yes.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Very well. 


THE HINDU WOMEN S RIGHTS TO PROPERTY (AMENDMENT) 

BILL. 

Mr. Akhil Ghandra Datta (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions: Non- 
Muliamrnadan Rural;: Sir, I do not move my motion No. I but I should 
like to move No. 2. Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Hindu Women’s Rights to Property Act, 
1957, be referred to a, Select Committee consisting of the Honourable Sir Muhammad 
Zafrullah Khan, The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar, Mr. 
M. S. Aney, Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney, Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang, Pandit 
Lakshmi Kanta Maitra, Raja Bahadur Kushalpal Singh, Shams-ul-Ulema Kamalud* 
din Ahmed, Bhai Parma Nand, Mr, J. Ramsay Scott, Mr. Umar Aly Shah and the 
Mover, and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to consti¬ 
tute a meeting of the Committee shall be five." 

This Bill relates to the right of inheritance of Hindu daughters. I am 
anxious to state at the very outset that this Bill does not propose to give 
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any new rights to the Hindu daughters. They had a right under the 
Hindu law which they enjoyed from time immemorial about inheritance. 
That right lias been taken away by the recent Act of 1937, or rather the 
Act of 1937 as amended by the Act of 1938. My Bill really does not seek 
to amend any provision of Hindu law at all, nor does it seek to amend 
the Hindu Women’s Bights to Property (Amendment) Act of 1937 but 
what is really sought to be amended is the Act of 1938 amending the 
Act of 1937. 

Now, Sir, in order to explain my contention that it does not give any 
new rights at all to the Hindu daughters but to restore them to tlieir 
former position, a position wliieh' they have occupied since time imme¬ 
morial, [ would like to explain what the law was before and what changes 
have beeTi made by these two Acts—one of 1937 and the other of 1938. 
As regards the position of Hindu daughters in the order of succession and 
inheritaiH'c, there is no controversy about tliat. Tlieir place in the ordei* 
of succession was this. When a Hindu dies, first of all comes the son, the 
grand-son, the great-grand-son, and then next comes the widow, and after 
the widow comes the daughter. We need not go further below for the 
purpose of this Bill, so that the Hindu daughter occupied the fifth place 
in one sense and the third place in the order of succession in another 
sense. That was the position of the Hindu daughters. The position is so 
uncontroversial that T should not like to take up the time of the House 
by reference to any text-books or any other law. 

Then let us come ro the Act of 1937. Novv, that Act was intended to 
give better rights to Hindu women, and in fact better rights have been 
given. Mow, Sir, that, was done in a two-fold manner. It imjiroved the 
position of some female heirs and it gave new rights altogether to some 
other female heirs who had no such rights before. Now, the Act of 1937 
improved the position of the widow and improved the position of the 
daughter also but gave absolutely new rights to a class of females who had 
no right of inheritance under Hindu law previously,—I mean the daughters- 
in-law, the granddaughters-in-law and the great granddaughters-in-law; 
except under the Bombay school, a daughter-in-law has no place at all 
in the list of succ(*ssion. As regards the widow and the daughter, their 
position was distinct In improved by the Act of 1937. So far as the widow 
is concerned, under the law her position was this. She had no right at 
all if a son or grandson or great grandson was alive. She could (‘ome only 
in their absence. Not only that but she could come in and claim her 
share in the property of her husband only in the event of a partition 
between the sons. That was her position. But by the Act of 1937, she 
was given a share equal to that of a son and along with the son in the very 
first instance. That was how the position was improved. Similarly, the 
position of the daughter was also improved. The daughter, as I said, 
occupied the fifth place according to the Hindu Law but under the Act of 
1937 she came along with the son and the widow and she need not wait till 
the death of sons or the widow under the Act of 1937. She was to receive 
her share in the whole property under the Dayabhaga school and the 
separate property under the Mitakshra school. According to the former 
school, the whole property on the death of a man would devolve upon 
Tiis widow along with his lineal descendants. The words ‘lineal descend¬ 
ants, including male and female, the daughter came in along with the 
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•sons and the widow. Thus, she was promoted from the fifth place to the 
first place, so that the position and status of the daughter was irninenseK 
improved by the Act of 1087. Then, came the Act of 3938 almost 
immediately after it. This Act was the result of {. Government Bill, 
whereas the Act of 1987 was the result of a private Bill. As regards the 
Act of 1038, I will quot(‘ a passage from the speech of the Tfonourahle 
the Law Member when lie moved that Bill. This is wdiat he said: 

“The object of this Bill, a.s appears from the Statement of Objects and Reasons, 
is not cither to widen the .scope of the original Bill or to limit it in any way, but 
tf) correct ii mistake made. The language w.as very unhappy when we used the word® 
‘along with lineal de.scendants’. It was pointed out by many of the law journals in 
^ alcntta. including tlio (.d/ruthi II rr/.Vy .Ve/r.s that it is quite capable of tlie construc¬ 
tion that we arc giving rights to all lineal descendants,—-tl'.it is to say, the daughter’s 
’daughter, the daughti'r s son, the danghicr’s daughter’s son. and so forth,—that thev 
are all going to get a share as a result of the enactment of this measure. That of 
coiiise was not the intention, but the language eniplo\ed has been very unhappy It 
was pointed out in the (^afr.uffn Werlh/ Notrs and also in the Bor-.bjW and Madras 
Law Journals, and wo are trying to correct that.” 

That was the object, and h(‘causc the words lineal descendants' were 
used it was a})prehended that it may gi\»‘ a share 1) the daughter's 
descendants. Therefore, in the Act of 1988, the expression ‘liir^d descen¬ 
dants’ was omitted, and in its jdace tlu* word used was 'son'. The result 
was this: Tlu‘ object was to exclude daughter's son daughter'- daughter 
und daiiglder's daughter's sou and so on, but in doing so the daughter 
hc!rself was excluded, \ do not know how it was d'lnc, jirohably by some 
inadvertence. The daugliter was excluded and a new class of heirs were 
introduced Indwe^'u the widow and the d;iughter. Tlu' original law was 
that after the w idtwv came the daughter, hut now. as a result of the 
amendment ot 1938, lietwt'cn tlie widow and tlie ilaughter a new class of 
heirs wen* intrcaluced, namely, tlic daughters-in-law. The r(‘sult was 
tliat under the Act of 1988 the daughter was ousted even from tier original 
position, wlii(*h was fifth Ixd'ore tin* Act of 1987. In other words, the 
daugliter was saerifeed in 1988 to the daughter-in-law. Slie was ousted 
from her original position and on the lop of her liead a elass of fermdes 
wore introduced who had uo right of inheritaiu'e at all under the Hindu 
law. That, is how the daughter was affected hv the Art of 1988. The 
Act of 1987 improved tier jiosition and the Act of 1988 not only took away 
her improved position hut also removed her from her original position. I 
do not think 1 need take the time of the House hv quoting authorities on 
tlie point as to wliat was the effect of the changes made hv these two 
Acts. T shall content myself by reading a paragraph from Mayne’s Hindu 
Law. This paragraph was written after those two Acts liad been passed. 

“Quite recently the Hindu Women’s Rights to Property Act, 3957 was passed to* 
amend the Hindu Law of all the schools so as materially to confer greater rights on 
women than they had. The Act effects revolutionary changes in Hindu law, 
more particularly in the Mitakslwvra law.” 

Revolutionary changes were effected not only about the detailed provi¬ 
sions, hut about the very foundation and tlie structure of the system of 
Hindu law. To all these changes the Government were a party. So far 
as the earlier Act is concerned, although it was a private Rill, it had the 
Uessirigs of the Government. In fact although there was some opposition 
m some quarters, it u'as passed with the support of the Government. As 
regards the Act of 1!)38, that was a Government measure. So, Sir, the 
tTovernment is responsible for these revolutionarv changes. I shall show 
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Inter on that my Bill does not propose anything revolntionnry or radical. 
The above paragraph in the Mayne’s Hindu Law proceeds: 

“It affects the law of the coparcenary, partition and alienation. It will also* 
affect the topics of inheritance and adoption. It confers upon the widow of a 
man. whether governed hy the Mitakshara or the Dayahhaga law, rights of inheritance 
to his property even when he leaves male issue. Similar rights are conferred upon 
the widows of his predeceased son. In a Mitakshara undivided family, the widow of 
a deceased coparcener takes his interest. In all cases, the widows are entitled to 
claim partition, but they take only the limited interest of a Hindu woman. Where- 
a coparcener leaves a widow, the rule of survivorship no longer takes effect.” 

In another place it is said: 

“The Act replaces the rule of Hindu law recognised in all the provinces except in 
Madras where it has become obsolete, that a widow was entitled to a share when her 
sons or her step-sons actually divided the estate between themselves. Now in all 
the provinces including Madras, the Act vests in her on her husband’s death the 
right to the same share as a son along with her sons or step-sons independent of any 
partition which may or may not be entered into by them. In Madras of course th# 
change effected by the Act is much, greater. What is more, it repeals in all the 
provinces the older rule according to which a widow succeeds only on failure of male 
issue. For instance, even where her husband leaves an only son and there can bo no 

question of partition, she succeeds along with him for the share of a son.While 

the object of the Act is to confer new rights of succession upon the widows mentioned 
in it, it not only alters the order of succession, but involves far-reaching consequences 
in many departments of Hindu law, particularly in the law relating to a Mitakshara 
coparcenary. 


Later on it said: 

“By far the most imyiortant alteration in the fundamental principles of Hindu law 
is that introduced by sub-section {2) to section 3. In a Mitakshara undivided family, 
the widow of a deceased coparcener will have in the joint family property “the same 
interest as he himself had”. Thi.s devolution of his interest on her abrogates the rule 
of survivorship and makes the undivided interest of a coparcener pass to his widow,, 
even when he leaves male issue.” 


T must confess I am not eonceriied in this Bill with the changes made 
about the status and the position of widows. My point is only to show 
the revolutionary character of the changes which Govemraent have made 
in the Hindu law. That being the position, I shall now come to my Bill. 
Whatever improvements may have been made in the position of widows 
and daughters-in-law, my Bill does not touch it. It should not be under¬ 
stood from my remarks that I am at all sorry for the improvement made 
in the position of the widow. I am glad that such improvements have 
been made. My complaint is only this, that while the status of the 
widow has been improved, the status of the daughter-in-law has been 
improved, but the daughter has been sacrificed. Therefore, my Bill pro/- 
vides: 


^ Provided further that in the abspuce of a widow or a son or a son’s son or a 
son sj;on s son of the intestate, the property of the deceased shall devolve on his 
in this behaTf ' limitations and in the order provided by the Hindu Law 


son ivLt;!.! * mentioned case if there is a widow of a predeceased 

ITd if or more maiden daughters, she shall inherit as a maiden daughter 

son or sonr^h^n^.,"””'*"!’ ‘’“I’*'’*" <>" "■<>« <I»oghters haTing a 

the daughter dies lea^Tng^f s^ror^wr th"" ‘’““Raters and if 

share along with the so^-s ^Idror^^Utn’s’ 
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That is all what I want to do in this Bill. Now. Sir, it will be 
perfectly clear that in claiinin:y for the daughter a share in the 
12 Noon, Qf the widow or the son or the son’s son or the son’s 

son’s son, 1 do not claim anything new for her. I want only to re^ ore 
to her the position which she occupied ever since from the beginning of 
the Hindu law. That being so, I claim that I am not introducing any¬ 
thing new. The Bill was circulated for opinion. Opinions liave beem 
received. After going very carefully iuto the whole body of opinion, I feel 
that I am entitled to say this. I do not think any Bill was ever so 
fortunate or so lucky as to have such a large measure of support from all 
possible quarters. So far as the principle of the Bill is concerned, so far 
as its merits are concerned. 1 mean the daughter’s right to inherit are 
concerned, on that point the Bill has been approved by the Provincial Grov* 
ernments, by the Idindus w-ho are mainly concerned, by the Hindu Maha* 
sabha, by lawyers specially Government pleaders -I hnd that very large 
number of Government pleaders have given most enthusiastic suppo.t to 
the provisions of the Bill. We have got some opinions of some Advocates. 
We have also got the opinions of some High Court Judges. As regards chG 
High Court Judges the position is this. Some High Court Judges do not give* 
any opinion on the ground that it is not their practice to give any opinion 
on social legislation. But those of the High Court Judges who have given 
opinion—most of them.—have favoured the provisions of the Bill. As 
regards Districts Judges most of them have supported the provisions of 
the Bill. Most of the Bar Associations have also ivpproved. I think. Sir. 

I can correctly sav this, as regards the principle of the Bill or as regards 
the merits of the claims of the daughter, there is no opposition at all. 
But there is some adverse criticism. That adverse i^riticism is not on this 
particular Bill. Some people think.—and I admit their opinion is entitled 
to great weight.—that such piecemeal legislation as regards Hindu law 
is not quite desirable. Thev think that there are other matters which 
also require reform and legislation and they recommend a compreliensive 
legislation dealing with all tln^se matters instead of this legislation on one 
isolated point. On that point. Sir. mv humble replv is ihis. T do not 
w'ant to make any piecemeal legislation. What after all is the object of my 
Bill? Some piecemeal legislation has been made through the instru- 
mentalitv and throuLdi the help of Government and I onlv want to undo 
the effect of that piecemeal legislation. Along with others T regret this 
piecemeal legislation of 1938. I not onlv regret it hut T resent it: and 
from the volume of opinion it will be clear how' that Act is resented tbrough- 
uut the country bv the Hindus. But I do not wish that our regret and 
our resentment should be confined to mere pious wishes. I want to undO' 
the mischief which has resulted from that piecemeal legislation of 1938. 
Let that Act of 1938 be repealed and I shall at once withdraw my Bill. 

I shall have no more grievance in that case. Tt is this piecemeal legisla¬ 
tion of 1938 w’hich has done this injustice to the daughter’s claim and I 
onlv w’ant to remove the mischief of that legislation. Of course com¬ 
prehensive legislation on Hindu law' is hound to be a question of time: 
blit T ask w^hat would happen to the thousands and millions of Hindu 
daughters who would be deprived of their right of inheritance to their 
fathers’ estate in the meantime? Therefore mv submission is that having 
once committed the mistake of piecemeal legislation and with its help- 
taken away the rights of the Hindu daughters, the result of that ought to 
be undone until a comprehensive legislation in enacted. That is only fair 
to the Hindu daughters. 
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The principle of the Bill being accepted all over the country, I claim 
that there is a very strong case for its reference to a Select Committee. 
According to the written and unwritten rules of this House when the prin¬ 
ciple of a bill is aceei)ted it should be considered by the Select Com-, 
mittee. There is only one complaint made and that is that the drafting 
is not very happy. Let me concede for argument’s sake that the draft 
is artistic. But thereon you can condemn me and cannot condemn the 
Hindu daughters because of my bad drafting. And assuming for argu¬ 
ment’s sake that tlie drafting is bad, that is no reason why you should 
visit the sin of the author of the draft upon the Hindu (laughters, i 
therefore, submit, Sir, that a very strong case has now been made on 
the basis of the opinions received for reference of the Bill to a Select 
Committee. Tliis Jlill deals with a very large class of people; in fact, it 
relates to the right of inlieritance of half the Hindu population. That is 
the importance of the matter, f^ir. T move for reference of the Bill to a 
Select Committee. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rabim): Motion moved: 

“That the Bill further to amend tho Hindu Women’s Bights to Property Act, 
1937 ho r<‘l'erred to a Select rommitteo (consisting of the Honoiirahlo Sir Muhammad 
Zafrullah Khan, The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar, Mr. 
M S Aney, Lieut.-Coloncl Sir Henry Gidney, Syod Ghnlam Bhik Nairang, Pandit 
Lakshrni Kanta Maitra, Raja Bahadur Kushalpal Singh, Shams-ul-Ulemn Kamahul- 
din Ahmed, Bhai Parma Nand, Mr. J. Ramsay Scott, Mr. Umar Aly Shah and the 
Mover, and that the number of members wli-ose presence shall be necessary to consti¬ 
tute a meeting of the Committee shall be five.” 


Dr. P. N. Banerjea ((hdcutta Suburbs: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
Sir, J rise to support this motion and in doing so I. .shall make a few 
brief observations. Under tlu'. Hindu law as it existed from tiie very 
earliest times until the year 1937 the daughter liad a right of inheritance 
next to four other persons, the son, the son’s son, th(‘ son's gritndson 

and the widow. So she occupied the hfth place in the order of inheri¬ 
tance [n 1937 Dr. Deshmukh got a Bill passed the object of which 
was to amend tlie Hindu law ’‘tij give better rights to women in respect 
of property”, and that Act gave greater rights to the daughters. In fact 
the daughters were now pn^inoted to the very first place. Dr. Deshmukh’s 
object was to give the widow a share of the property and at the same 
time to improve the position of the daughter. But it was held by compe¬ 
tent authorities that the wording of this Act was defeefive and, there¬ 
fore, in the following year the then Law Member, Sir Nripendra Sircar 
brought forward another Bill the object of which was to amend the Act 
of 1037. In this Bill he used the words: 

“When a Hindu governed by the Dayabhag school * * * his widow shall be 

entitled m respect of propcit-.i in rcsncct of which he dies inte.statc, to the same «hare 
as the son.” 


As undor the term “widow” was included also the son’s widow, the 
son s son’s widow, and the sjjrandson’s son’s widow, tho result W'ns that 
e aughter was postponed till after all these persons that is, the 
daughter was given the 9th or 10th place in the order of inheritance. 
The consequence of this is that the daughter’s right of inheritance is 
practically taken away, because it is not expected that the daughter 
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would survive not only the son and the grandson, the grandson’s son and 
the widow, but also the son’s widow, the grandson’s widow and the 

grandson’s son’s widow. For all practical purposes, therefore, the- 

daughter is deprived of any share to the property of her father* Mr. 
Datta’s Bill seeks to restore the daughter to the position which she occu¬ 
pied till the year 1937, that is to say, the 5th place. As regards the* 

estate, he does not wish to make any amendment. The daughter’s 
estate would remain the same as the estate under the old Hindu law, that 
is to say, the daughter would take only a life interest, but the daughter’s* 
son would inherit later on. This is a very reasonable demand that Mr. 
Datta makes and it is entirely in consonance with the spirit of the' 
Hindu law . . . 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Kural): Is it under 
the Dayabhaga only? 

Dt. P. N. Banerjea: Both Dayabhaga and Mitakshara. 

Mr. Akhil Ohandra Datta: There is no difference between the twO' 
schools about the place of the daughter. 

Dt. P. N. Banerjea: As regards the opinions of Hindus, this Bill was 
(.•ireiilated for eliciting opinion thereon and a large number of views has 
been received. 1 liavo looked through these opinions and T have found' 
that in principle there is very little objection to the Bill: in fact there 
is a very large measure of support to this Bill. There are some objections 
from certain quarters, but these objections are mainly based on ihe policy 
of not taking u[) inecemcal legislation. There is sonif' force in that I 
admit; but as against that view it may be urged that it was pieeemeal 
legislation which was resp'onsible for taking away the right of the 
daughter, and unless another piecemeal legislation is introduced, this 
right cannot be restored. Therefore, piecemeal legislation, altliough not 
justified in ordinary circumstances, has justification in tlie present case. 
T, tlierefore, hope, that this Bill will, in principle, be acceptable to 
(lovernment and that it will bo referred to a Selec't (^ommittee. If 
there are any defects in the wording of the Bill, those defects may be 
removed in the Select Committee, so that we may have before us ulti¬ 
mately a good Bill, the object of which wdll be to maintrdn the law as 
it stood till the year 1937. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, as has been very 
rightly pointed out by the Mover of this Bill, it is intended to remove a 
kind of injustice done to the daugliter on account of the Bill of 1938, 

• which amended the Act of 1037 That is true. So far as that parti¬ 
cular object is concerned, no Hindu, none who is conversant with the 
state of Hindu law can take anv reasonable objection to the Bill at all. 

T onlv want to say that this Bill is incomplete in itself. If we once 
concede, as we must concede, that the Act of 1938 has done injustice 
to daughters, we have also to contemplate the fact that there may be 
cases pending before courts at present and there must be some provisions 
added to this Bill in order to see that, if this is going to be enacted aS 
a law of this House, this law will have retrospective effect, so that those 
women whose cases are being decided in accordance with the principle* 
laid down by the amending Act of 1938 v^dll be in a position to get the* 
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advantage of this Bill. Some eases might be lud^ea 

the High Courts and some may be pending betore 

being decided under the Act of 1938. Some provisions have to be intro 
4uced in this law to give or extend the justice to all 
^een adversely affected on account of the amendment made by the Act 
•of 1938 . . . 


Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta: May I invite the attention of my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Aney, to clause i (2) where T have said that “it will 
have retrospective effect from the 14th April, 1937 , that is, the date on 
which the Governor General gave assent to that Ac^ 

Mr. M. S. Aney: I am afraid 1 did not notice that sub-section. That 
was the main point, and I made these observations on that account. 1 
’personally think that we shall have to consider the language of the Bill 
in Select Committee; hut the main point which the Bill is intended to 
serve is one to which this House at this stage cannot take any reasonable 
^objection at all. On that point, all those who are competent to pronounce 
opinions and all those whose interests are vitally concerned have already 
•expressed opinions in favour of the Bill and the body of opinion recorded 
•goes to show that the Bill has the support of the Hindu community as 
:a whole. I, therefore, support the motion. 


Syed Ohulam Bhik Kairang (East Punjab: Muhammadan): Sir. I 
rise to support the motion moved by my Honourable friend, Mr. Akhil 
►Chandra Datta. T take it that the object of the present Bill is not to 
affect the position of the daughter as an heir as provided in the Act of 
1937—Dr. Deshmukh’s Act, hut to remove cerain misapprhensions or 
rather prevent certain misconstructions arising from the amending Act of 
1938, which was passed on the motion of Sir Nripendra Sircar. It 
•appears from the facts stated by Mr. Datta that the daughter had had 
a very favourable position as an heir in Hindu law prior to the passing 
•of the Act of 1937, and that she was fifth in the order of heirs. The Act 


of 1937 had the effect of improving her position and making her rank 
as an heir equal to a son and a widow. Now. it appears that while 
attempting to prevent certain misconstructions of the Act of 1937 which 
■would have given rise to a state of things never contemplated by that 
Act, another mistake was committed and a number of heirs who would 
otherwise have no status under Hindu law were admitted fo the status 
of heirs to the prejudice of the daughter. Taking that to be the position, 
Sir, and taking also into consideration the fact that the Bill when 


circiLated for eliciting opinions has been favourably received by the 
majority of those who were interested in this measure, T mean responsible • 
members of the Hindu community, T think it is mv duty to accord the 
support of my Party to this motion. All alon? this has been the line 
of action we have taken with regard to legislation affecting the social 
rights of the Hindu comrruinitv. AVe have always taken this to be the 
test that if the entire body of Honourable Hindu'Members in this House 
or a preponderating majority of them are in favour of a Bill of that 
kind we have always felt hound to accord our support, and except under 
Terv rare circumstances the Muslim Members have never objected to any 
•such measure, hut have always consistently given their support. So on 
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t»hat principle, Sir, I submit that this Bill should be reierred to a Select 
< 3011111111160 , and as has been rightly pointed out by my tnend, Mr. Aney, 
•any detects in drafting, can be easily removed in the Select Committee. 
In a matter in which an entire connuunity feel united and give unstinted 
support to a measure like this, I trust the Government will at least not 
oppose the motion for reference to Select Committee. With these words, 
;Sir, T support the motion. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell (Home Member): Sir, this 
Bill raises a question of very great interest and importance to those in 
this country who are governed by Hindu law. I do not pretend myself 
to be able to form a personal opinion on the merits of a measure affecting 
the Hindu family system, but I propose to address myself mainly to the 
•question of what would bo a safe and cautious course to adopt in the light 
•of the opinions which we have received. 

The House is aware of the main priiiciple.> which govern the attitude 
•of Government towards measures of social legislation. In the first place, 
before supporting such measures tliey must be satisfied that they have the 
overwhelming support of the community or communities which they 
effect, and secondly,—and this is an important point,—they must be 
satisfied that the enactment of the measures or the drafting of them is 
such that it will not introduce complications which would he likely to 
lead to confusion and uncertainty and unproductive litigation. Consider¬ 
ing the matter from this aspect, the Government would possibly have 
been justified in opposing further legislation at present in the light of 
the opinions received. Very few of the Provincial Governments are in 
favour of this measure, and even where there is a certain amount of 
■sympathy for the principle underlying the Bill, a strong feeling is 
•manifest that piecemeal legislation of this kind is undesirable, and that, 
in fact, constant tinkering with the law can only lead to confusion unless 
^indertaken in a systematic manner under tlie sii])ervision of an expert 
'Corninitiee. This is also evidently the opinion of the High Courts, except 
one, which have given any measure of support to the principle of the 
Bill; while other High Courts which have exyiressed an opinion have 
emphasised the uncertainty and confusion in wliich the introduction of 
a new principle of inheritance at this stage would he likely to result. 
While T admit that among the other judicial authorities and public 
bodies consulted there is a certain measure of support for the Bill, the 
great mass of opinion expressed against it must be regarded at least as 
a warning that the time has not yet come when a measure of this kind 
can be regarded ns altogether plain sailing. From the opinions received, 
therefore, ns I said, the Government might have felt justified in opposing 
further legislation at present. . But since those opinions were received, 
I have met in March last a deputation of Members of various Groups in 
this House who explained the objects of the Bill further to me. and as 
n result of that meeting, I caused the Bill to be further examined. From 
this fresh examination it does appear that there is some reason to 
suppose that the Act of 1987, as amended by the Act of 1938, has had 
effects on the position of daughters which were not intended by the 
Xiegislature. At any rate, it is apparent that the principal Act as now 
amended leaves room for much uncertainty. 

1 understand, broadly speaking, that the object of Mr. Datta’s Bill 
is to restore the position of the daughter to that which she was intended 
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to OCCUPY before the Aet of 1937 was amended. That is the general 
“suTt ofthe further t. .hieh I referred. ,.,d Oovernn.eut 

recot^nise tliiit, in so far as tliat is the case, the object of tins Hill 
is a^laudaUle one. and it is agreed that the difficulties uj.ch h^e been 
pointed out are such as cannot be ignored for an indefinite time. Jn 
fact the whole law on this subject has now reached a stage at uhicH 
it requires some kind of amendment, and notwithstanding the opinions 
which have been expressed against proceeding with further legishition on 
this subject at the present time. 1 think it cannot be presumed that if ^ 
measure were devised having the objc^ct which T have described it would 
in any way be repugnant to Hindu opinion. But, at the same time,, 
the previous history of this legislation is a warning not to proceed to 
legislate rashly. It is already apparent that certain things were over¬ 
looked when the amending Act of 1038 was passed in spite of the fact- 
that that Act was devised by a Select Committee. The examination 
which has now been made of (he Bill before the House show's that 


it is badly drawn and that it is defective in many respects. In fact, 
before there could he any hope of passing legislation to achieve the- 
objects which the Honourable the Mover has in view, it would be essen¬ 
tial to recast the measure entirelv and to enlarge it in many respects. 


Tliat is not a simple task. We have tried to see whether that could be 
done by Government and what probable form such a measurii would 
take. The result is such as to show the difficulty of beine certain that 


tlie measure is properly devised. We drafted a trial measure to take the 
])lace of this Bill and it runs into six additional clauses and, many addi¬ 
tional sub-clanses and it shows most clearly the complicated nature of the 
considerations which would have to he gone into liefore a measure of 
this kind could be regarded as properly devised and safe. It might have- 
been possible to tackle I lie matter in the Select Committee and, after¬ 
wards, to re-circiilato the measure so diwised, hut where the object is 
to secure not only the intentions of the present Bill hut to clarify and 
amend the whole of the ^irincipal Act, one must, I think, feel, that a 
Select Committee is not the best mean? of achieving such an object. As 
T have said, the efforts of the Select Committee on a previous occasion 
lia^e failed to leave us with a measure etTecting what was then intended, 


and more particularly when a considerable nnmber of legislators wha 
might have been at onr disposal have now chosen to extinguish them¬ 
selves from the proceedings of the House, w^e have less advice in pro¬ 
ceeding with such a measure than would otherwise have been obtainable 


from the ranks of this House. In fact, the Select Committee procedure 
is not really intended to devise entirely new measures or to do research 
work where the spade work has not already been done by the person 
promoting the measure. This House, in applying its ordinary procedure 
to measures of social legislation, is entitled to expect that the persons 
mtorostod in the promotion of the measure will themselves have taken 
the besi advice available, 1ha+. they will themselves have consulted export 
opinion and that before they bring a. measure before the House it will 
be so nearly watertight that a Select Committee will only have to address 
Itself to matters of detail and not to the consideration of an entirelv 
new rneasure. Frorn that point of view the Honourable the Mover^ 

should not be visited on the daughters i» 
not entidely justifiable, because it was to be expected that if he wtm 
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keen ov\ improving t\ie position ot daughters he would hlmselt ha\e done 
the work which he now wishes to leave entirely to Government and to 
a Select Committee. 

Mx. Akhil Ohandta Datta*. I only conceded tor argument’s sake that 
the draft was not free from defect. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: The Honourable Member did 

not then appreciate the defects of his own Bill, and, therefore, that is 
the more reason for supposing that even in a Select Committee he would 
not be able to help us to evolve a measure which would really be fit 
for legislation. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: That is rather a far-fetched inference. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: We will not argue that matter, 
Sir, but the position is this. As I have explained, Government recog¬ 
nise that there is a clear need for the clarification of the existing legisla¬ 
tion and they are entirely in sympathy with the object of the Honourable 
Member. The only question which we have to consider is what is to be 
done next, what is the best way of going about it? Is the Select Com¬ 
mittee really going to put this ia\v on a satisfactory footing, or are there 
other ways of doing it better? And since the Honourable the Mover has 
not himself done the spade work which I contemplate as necessary m 
regard to such a piece of legislation, I propose that instead of putting 
this measure to a Select Committee now, the Government should get 
together and appoint a small committee of eminent Hindu lawyers to 
advise how the existing legislation should be clarified and the object 
desired by the Honourable Member should be secured. If, therefore, 
this House decides not to send this measure to a Select Committee at 
once, Government will undertake to do their best to set up su(;h a 
committee and to get the measure recast in a form which can sui^ibly be 
commended to this House. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
May T ask one question? Will this committee, which the Government 
intend to set up take up only the question of property and inheritance, 
or will it also go into residence and maintenance of women and divorce? 
I should be very thankful if the Honourable Member could include that 
also. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: The committee of which I am 
speaking at the moment would be one which is to deal entirely with the 
subject of this particular Bill. I cannot say whether if we manage to 
get such a committee its functions may not be extended in the future 
to take up other measures. That w^ould depend on the nature of the 
committee and what amount of time could he spared by its members, 
but for the moment there is this particular piece of Hindu law which 
requires to be examined and recast and the committee would be appoint¬ 
ed for that purpose. 

Dr. G. V. .Deshmukh: Just one more point. May I know the time 
about which this committee is likely to function? 
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The Honourable Sir Reginald HaxweU: As soon as possible, and m 
that I should expect the aid of Honourable Members who are interested 
in promoting this measure. On the last occasion when we decided to 
set up a committee in accordance with a Resolution of this House to deal 
with questions of residence and maintenance, so much di^culty was 
experienced in obtaining suitable gentlemen to serve on it that ulti¬ 
mately the matter had to be postponed. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: I hope it has not yet been abandoned, it is only 
postponed ? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: It is only postponed and not 
abandoned at all. I think we shall have to ask for the help of Honour¬ 
able Members who are interested in these matters in getting, as I say, 
persons of suitable attainments to help us and to serve in the interests 
of Hindu law generally. Therefore, as I have said, it is only with the 
object of setting up such a committee in regard to this particular measure 
that Government would oppose reference at the present moment to a 
Select Committee. 

Dt. P. N. Baner]ea: Quite satisfactory. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta: I am glad that the Government recognise 
that, the object of the Bill is laudable. The Government also recognise 
that there were serious defects in the Act of 1938. That was a Govern¬ 
ment Bill. Therefore, it is admitted that Government are responsible for 
the injustice that has been done under the Act of 1938 to the Hindu 
daughter. Suppose a Hindu daughter approaches the Honourable the 
Home Member and says this: “You Government have taken away my 
rights. I ask you to repair the wrong”. 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: The Bill was passed by this 
House. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta: That is no doubt true. After all, apart from 
jokes, the Government must admit and recognise that it 5s a GovernTuent 
Bill for amending the Act of 1937 which has conjmitted this mistake and 
which has resulted in grievous injustice to the rights of a very large section 
of the people 5n this country and, therefore, it is for the Government to 
make amends. Objection has been raised that this is a very complicated 
question. Who is responsible for this complication, please? If the Gov¬ 
ernment is responsible for bringing about this compMcated position, it is 
for the Government to face the position and to remove the complication. 
Merely because a measure is complicated, is that a reason to reject it? 
Then it is said that the Select Comm5ttee is not the proper place for im¬ 
proving the position. The principle of the Bill has been admitted and the 
whole point is a very short one, namely, the place of the Hindu daughter 
in the order of succession. Where does the complication come in? Tliere- 
fore my submission is that upon the facts admitted on behalf of the Gov¬ 
ernment it is only proper that this Bill should go to the Select Committee. 
Of course I know the strength of the Government today. Even if the two 
parties combine, the result is a foregone conclus5on. In view of that posi- 
. tion, I have to rest content with the small merev of a committee that has 
been proposed. 
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){r. Fresiddnt (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahiui): The question is. 

the Bill further to aipend the Hindu Women’s Bights to Property Ac^, 
1937 be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Honourable Sir Mubam^a 
Zafriillah Khan, The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar, Mr. 
M. S. Aney, Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney, Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang, Pandit 
Lakshmi Kanta Maitra, Raja Bahadur Kuehalpal Singh, Shams-ol-Ulema Kamalud- 
din Ahmed, Bhai Parma Nand, Mr. J. Ramsay Scott, Mr. Um»r Aly Shah apd the 
Mover, and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to consti¬ 
tute a meeting of the Committee shall be five.” 

The motion was negatived. 

The Assembly then t^djourned for Lunch till a Quarter Past Two of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) 'in the Chair. 


THE LAND ACQUISITION (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Eural): Sir, I move 
for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Land Acquisition Act, 
1894. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Land Acquisi¬ 
tion Act, 1894.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: S'ir, I introduce the Bill. 

THE SPECIFIC RELIEF (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Sir, T move 
for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Specific Relief Act, 1877. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Specific Relief 
Act, 1877.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE HINDU JUDICIAL SEPARATION AND DIVORCE BILL. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): Sir, 
I move for leave to introduce a Bill to provide for Judicial Separation and 
Divorce amongst the Hindus. 


0 2 
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Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to provide for Judicial Separation and 
Divorce amongst the Hindus.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh: Sir, T introduce the Bill. 

THE HINDU MARRIED WOMEN’S RIGHT TO SEPARATE 
RESIDENCE AND MAINTENANCE BILL. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): Sir, 
I move for leave to introduce a Bill to give Hindu married women a right 
to separate residence and ma'intenance under certain circumstances. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to give Hindu married women a right 
to separate residence and maintenance under certain circumstanoes. ” 

The motion was adopted. 

Dr. G. V. Deshmukh: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Closing of the Chandpur-Siau-Bijnor Section of the Gajraula 
Muazzampur Narain Branch of the East Indian Railway. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali (Cities of the United Provinces: Muhammadan 
Urban): Mr. Deputy President, I move: 

“That the Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a specific matter of immediate 
public importance.” 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The subject need 
not be mentioned; that is a matter of form. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: I believe, Sir, the form which I propose to take is 
the form that is adopted in parliamentary procedure and that is the reason 
why I move it in that manner; at any rate there is nothing against it in 
the rules. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): So far as that is 
concerned, the precise form of the motion laid down by the Standing 
Order is: “That the Assembly do adjourn”. The Honourable Member 
need not read out the subject. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: I have already moved it. I move again: 

“That the House do adjourn.” 

Now, the position is this. In the Western part of the United Pro¬ 
vinces we have the old Oudh and Rohilkund Railway main line wWch ran 
at that time between Moghal Serai and Saharanpur and is now managed 
by the East Indian Railway. This line is in the north. In the south we 
have the branch line which runs between Moradabad and DelhL This 
branch line was opened to traffic in the year 1003. For some years it was 
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felt that it would be in the interest of the Bailway Administration and it 
would be more profitable if these two lines were linked up—the one going 
towards the north and the other towards the south. The proposition was 
very carefully considered and some years ago these two lines were linked 
up by building a branch line starting from (jajraula to join at the main 
line at Muazzampur-Narain. This line has been running for many years. 
So far as I know, this branch is quite remunerative to the East Indian Bail- 
way. Now, it appears that all of a sudden somebody woke up and dis¬ 
covered that it was high time that a part of this line should be closed. This 
branch line between Gajraula and Bijnor is forty-five miles. What is pro¬ 
posed now is that a section of this line which joins up these two lines, 
viz., the one in the north and the other in the south, should he discontinued 
over a distance of twenty-two miles. The proposal is tliat a section of this- 
branch line between Gajraula and Bijnor should be closed. I only came 
to know of that yesterday when I read my Hindustan Times in which I 
found a notice to that effect over the signature of the Geiu^ral Manager. 

I tabled a motion and I was not astonished to find that rny Honourable 
friend, the Bailway Member, did not know about the closing of this line. 
In fairness to the Railway Member T must point out that so many lines 
have been closed in recent months that one can easily understand if the 
Bailway Member did not know wliether this line was also going to be closed 
in the near future. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow (Member for Bailways and Communi¬ 
cations); I may explain the point. The point of wlvicli I was ignorant 
w^as the fact that a notice had been issued to the public; that was kindly 
brouglit to my notice by my Honourable friend, Sir Baza Ali. 

Sir Syed Baza All: T see my Honourable fr*iend's grievance, namely, 
that a notice had been issued to the public. 

Now, Sir, the position is this. I would like to know’ why this line 
is to be closed on the 1st of December, 1940? WHiat arc tlie reasons for 
closing it? T can understand that if any railway or any section or branch 
of a railw^ay ceases to be profitable and remunerative, it is open to the Gov¬ 
ernment, and sometimes it is the duty of the Go\eminent, to close that 
section or branch. But that is not the case with the section proposed to 
be closed. Non-official Members are always handicaapped hy not having 
that detailed information wdiich in the case of inon*, advancid countries is 
available to the public. Now, I do not really know wdiaf is the income 
that the Government derives from this section of 22 miles tluit it proposes 
to close. But I have some information^ and I would like l,o put it before 
my Honourable friend, the Bailway Member, so that if h'is attention has 
not been drawn to this aspect of the question, he might he in a position to 
appreciate the position better in the light of these facts. 

Sir, I find that there are five stations on the line proposed to he closed. 
Take one of these stations wdiich is a small station and which is only a 
halt station, Amhera Halt. I understand that the monthly income that 
the Railway derives from this station is somewEere in the neighbourhood 
of Rs. 1,500. Take another station, Sisauna. This station brings a 
monthly income to the Railway of Rs. 1,000. Take another station, Jhalu. 
This station, I am told, 'is responsible for putting into the pockets of the 
Railway Administration something like Rs. 3,000 a month. My Honour¬ 
able friend will find this mentioned as the last station in the cutting I 
handed him over yesterday. 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The name of the atation is Khari 
Jhalu. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: Yes, that is the full name. Now, Haldaur (ne?tt 
station) is really a very important station and it is in the centre of the 
area which produces wheat, sugar-cane and barley on a very large scale. 
The income that must be going into the pockets of the Railway Adminis¬ 
tration from this station alone is somewhere in the neighbourhood of 
Rs. 30.000 a month. Take the terminus station on the other side, namely, 
Chandpur-Siaii. This station is not going to be closed because the line 
between Gajraula and Chandpur will still remain open for traffic. But let 
me ass\i.re my Honourable friend, the Railway Member, that the import¬ 
ance of Chandpur-Siau station lies in the fact that it is an important station 
for sending goods on one side to Gajraula and on the other side to 
Bijnor, Najibabad and Saharanpur. Now, you propose to take away the 
line that enables Chandpur to serve Najibabad, INIua/zampur Na?*a,in and 
Saharanpur. The result is that if you carry out this intention of yours, 
you will he reducing the income of Chandpur station by more than 50 per 
<*ent. The present income from this railway station is believed to be some¬ 
thing like Rs. 40,000 a month. But T have not the least doubt in my mind 
that if this line is closed and if there is no traffic between Chandpur and 
.Bijnor, the revenue receipts from this station will be reduced by more than 
50 per cent. That is the position so far as the financial aspect is concerned. 

Now, let us see what can be the other possible causes whicli could have 
induced the Government to d(‘cide upon the closing of this line. Before 
T deal with this (]uestion, may T ask the Railway Member what authority 
suggested the closing of this line? The plain fact is that the Railway 
Board is-—though it ought not to be—a very irres])onsible body in the sense 
that it takes decisions and executes them without consulting anybody. May 
I ask the Railway Member who was responsible for the original decision? 
Who gave the inspiration? Who thought of closing tliis line? Was it the 
Divisional Superintendent or was it any higher official of the East Indian 
Railway? Tf so, who was that official? When was the advice given? 
When did the Railway Board considt their own officials? Was the Provin¬ 
cial Government consulted? Was even the Governor consulted as the 
head of the Administration? 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The Honourable 
Member has only one minute more. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: Thank you very much, Sir. 

Now, Sir, T have a few more points to mention but I do not think T 
need mention them. T will content myself by saying that in the United 
Provinces five or six sections of the Railways have been closed without 
any})ody lieing consulted. That is causing a great inconvenience. What 
are the Railway Board doing? They decide upon something, which, if 
done, would cause a great loss to them on the one hand and inconvenience 
to the public on the other. So, Sir, the case is a very plain case and I 
slifnih! sum it up by saying that a part of the area through which traffic from 
Chandpur-Siau to Bijnor passes is a rich sugar-cane growing area. 

Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The Honourable 
Member s t*irae is up. 
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Sir Syed Baia All: Sir, I do not think I need say more. It is for my 
Honourable friend, the Railway Member, to prove hia case. Sir, I move. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): Motion moved: 

“That the Assembly do now adjourn.** 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar All (Lucknow and Fyzabad Divisions; Muham¬ 
madan Rural): Sir, we have been listening this Session to all arbitrary 
decisions of the Government of India. I consider this decision of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India also to be of the same nature. The fact remains that the 
Government of India do not care a bit for the convenience and the pro])er 
arrangements of the passengers in India. They do not want that Indians 
should have any convenience. The Government come forward w'ith Bills 
and Resolutions of such a nature that they cause the maximum inconven¬ 
ience to the public. This ought not to he at a time when a great war is 
going on in Europe. This puts the Indians ‘,o a mentality which perhaps 
I am sure the Government themselv(‘s do not realise. A.s my Honourable 
Wend, Sir Syed Raza Ali, said, this line may not bring as much revenue 
as the Government want, but it brings at least Rs. 40,000 monthly to the 
Government. What is the intention of the Govermnent in closing down 
this line? Do they want to take away the rails and all iron scrap for war 
purposes. If that is so, I would not say anything. If that is not so, then 
where is the sense in not cons\ilting the public about the closing of this line. 
The Government if they want to demolish a whole section of railway dis¬ 
regarding the convenience of the passengers and dislocating tlie trade, the 
Government ought at least to have given notice to the ])ublic. Even in 
the case of small Bills when they come before the Assembly they arc c»ir- 
culated for public opin’ion. The present matter is of siich gi*oat import¬ 
ance that the Governor of the Province ojight to have been consulted. No 
such arbitrary orders ought to have been passed. I think the Govern¬ 
ment ought not to do such things at the present moment. 

As regards the timings of the railways, there also there i.s room for com¬ 
plaint. The Government never consult the public. They never try to con¬ 
nect small sections with big sections or the branches with main linos. We 
are really very much handicapped when we are disregarded in even’ matter 
that comes before the Government of India in these clays. T do not think 
it is in any way wise on the part of the Government of India to enrich 
their coffers without looking to the convenience of the public. The matter 
is not a small one. It is a matter of 22 miles. The Honourable Member 
ought to have seen to it that the Railways published a notification announc¬ 
ing their intention to close the line and should have invited opinions there¬ 
on. In the absence of any such notification, my Honourable friend, Sir 
Syed Baza Ali, has been obliged to bring in the adjournment motion in the 
House bringing to the notice of the House that such and such a thing is 
happening in the United Provinces. These are matters which should he 
looked into by the Government. I would ask the Government to reconsi¬ 
der their position especially in these days. They should not sit quietly on 
the Treasury Benches disregarding the convenience and comfort of the 
public and also dislocating the business interests of the country. For as 
has been pointed out this railway lino passes through sugarcane area and 
the closing down of this line will also entail loss of revenue to Government 
in the shape of sugar excise. T hope Government will give up their callous 
attitude and yield to the just demands of the public. With these remarks, 
I support the motion for adjournment. 
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Maulana Zafar Ali Khan (East Central Punjab: Muhammadan): Sir, 
the Eailway Department, as we know, is the only department which is 
rolling in riches, and it is the only department which subsidises other de¬ 
partments and large sums of money are earmarked through the generosity 
of the Eailway Department for developing other resources of the country. 
Now, we are told that money is required for the successful prosecution 
of the war and that all avenues of income are to be explored. la it 
not rank folly on the part of the Government at a time when 
we are scrajDing together as much money as we can for the successful 
prosecution of the war to close down a railway line which was bringing 
thousands and thousands of rupees. So, the Defence of India Act which 
is so universal in its application ought to be applied to the Eailway 
Member and he must be arrested at once for putting obstacles in tho. 
way of the successful prosecution of the war by closing down this rail¬ 
way line which was bringing in so much revenue. Sir, there was very 
little time at the disposal of my Honourable friend, Sir Syed Ea/a Ali, 
when he was speaking in support e.f his motion to refer to sugar planta¬ 
tions. This railway line passes through sugar cane plantation area. It 
is a fertile area. There is gur, and there is sugar to be exported from 
this area to other parts of the country. Who will export them now? 
Only the bullock carts, instead of railways. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Why not motor lorries? 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: There is no good road from this place so that 
motor lorries can pass. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: Then the position is much worse. Only 
the bullock carts can he used and these bullock carts too, in times of 
rain, get stuck up due to mud. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: What about village uplift? 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: The village people only talk and talk and 
do nothing useful. The Eailway Department has been subject to much 
criticism by the Opposition all these days so that there is very little- 
room left for further criticism. But, unfortunately, we are placed in a 
very cjuizzical position. 1 have on various occasions referred to the 
painful fact that our friends of the Congress have committed the blunder 
of their life by walking out of this Assembly leaving these seats vacant 
and reducing the strength of the () 2 ) 2 JOsiti()n to a few Members of the 
Muslim League and a few Members of the Congress Nationalist Party. 
Here, we are about 20 or 25 people shouting at the top of our voice hut 
we can do nothing. We may have stentorian lungs })Ut the all-powerful 
Treasury Benches only laugh at us. But he laughs long who laughs 
last. It is in your own interest that we want you to take certain 
measures; but you are blind and deaf and nothing will move you. These 
are the ways of the bureaucrat. In today’s Statesman you will find 
that your own kith and kin say that you are sun-dried bureaucrats. 
They say that for the past 150 years you have not been responsible to 
any one but to yourselves. The Secretary of State and the Governor 
General,—both are living in a fool’s paradise. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Mem¬ 
ber for Commerce and Labour): The Governor General should not be 
mentioned. 
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Tile Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Sir, T submit this is not in order. 

Mt. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): There should be 
no such remark about the Governor General. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: I was referring to the Governor General 
in Council. I will say, the Government of India. 

Sir, [ was referring to the leading article in the Statesman of today 
in which the leader-writei draws your attention to the fact that you have 
not done what you should have done to bring victory to Eiigland. Ed/^ai 
was thrown overboard because he drew your attention to the unprepared¬ 
ness of England. Hore-Belisha had to go .... . 

Mr. Deputy Pre£Eldent (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The Honourable 
Member had better speak on the present motion. 


Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: Here \ou have got the railways in your 
hands . 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The Honourable Member might 
address the Cliair and not me. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: The source of wealth is in your bauds and 
you do not utilise tliat. You have closed tin* door e\en where you 
could keep it open. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): Ihe Honourable 
Member sliould address the (Jhair. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: I was addressing them through you and 
thus making an acute angle. 

Sir, it pains one to find that although those who art‘ in pow'er are 
in a position to utilise the rescHirees of the country to their utmost they 
are not doing it and then they are blaming ns for it. they ] it 

their hands in the poor man’s pockets and ask him to pii\ . They have 
money thems(dves hut they do not use it. Sir, 1 sup])f)rt this motion 
strongly and ask Government to see that this position is giviMi u]) and 
revoked and the line should go on merrily. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani (Tirhut Division: Muhammadan) r 
Sir, it has been asserted on several occasions that the raihvays here are 
commercial concerns hut is this the way in wdiich commercial concerns- 
look to their interests? Line after line is opened; experts are there oa 
fat salaries, and if any one speaks to the contrary the experts’ opinions- 
prevail. After some years these so-called experts are found to be wrong 
and a pretext is offered that tlie lines are unproductive. On reference 
to the records you will find that during the last quarter of a century 
several lines have been closed down and the public have to bear the 
burden of all this. The liabilities nre carried from year to year and 
interest is charged although the lines are closed down. Why should not 
these experts who claim supremacy for their opinions be taken to task 
when their 6pinion has been found to be erroneous. The duty of a busi¬ 
ness concern is to look carefully to its losses. The other day legislation 
was sought to be made to the effect that people irrespective of their 
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position should be sent to jail up to a maximum of one year for travel¬ 
ling without tickets. Why should not these experts be sent to jail after 
committing such criminal errors and why should not legislation be passed 
to that effect? They are paid fat salaries for their expert knowledge 
and if their expert knowledge is found to be faulty they should be taken 
to task through legislation and ample punishment should be awarded to 
them. 

On strategic lines we are incurring losses amounting to more than a 
crore, Tiie Financial Iteview prepared by the Financial Commissioner 
for Kailways will show what large sums of juoney are wasted lik(‘ water 
on the railways. No plans are made*, and no estimates are ]>repared and 
the money is spent in advance. 1 was under the impression that 'it is 
only in the ^Military Department that money is spent without any con¬ 
sideration but I now find that it is tin' llailway Department where 
money is wasted much. Water has seme price, but money has no value 
for them. There is the Hailway Board and there are the various Hail¬ 
way Administrations. But what is being done? Fverv year our liability 
is ineri'asc'd. There are other departments under the (lovcrnment of 
India, but they are not going on in the way tlie railway concerns are 
going. This is the time to sound a note of warning tliat the Hailway 
Board should be alert, and in opening lines they should take th(^ utmost 
care that the public money is not was'fed like this; and if the experts 
first say that a line is productive and afterwards it is found to bo un¬ 
productive, the loss should be recovered from the experts. I know there 
are cases in which the Provincial Government has urged for the opening 
of certain lines, but the Hailway Board and the Government of India 
say that they are not going to open those lines unless the Provincial 
Governments should give a guarantee and take the responsibility: but 
when they are pressed that the Provincial! Governments are aeady to 
undertake the guarantee, provided they are given certain share in the profit 
they are told the Provincial Governments will not get anything. Is thi.s 
the way to proceed with a concern which is called a business concern? 
With these v^■ords I support the motion. 


Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab: Sikh): Sir, I rise to n^k a few 
< 1 uestions as a matter of information upon the, policy imderlving the 
elosin},' of railway lines. The first point which I want to ask' is this • 
why nre not such matters placaal either before the Standin- Finance 
Committee for Railways or before the Railway Advisory Council before 
action is taken? T think there are two committees of this House which 
meet o disenss such matters and so far as I am aware it is l.ut ripht 
. t the matter should be placed before one of these committees in order 

f'In- otherwise and eango the opinion 

o c. Menjbers of this FTcusc on the action desired to be taken. 

The second point which I want to ask is this: more than one line 

ranch'iinc rf Department including the 

rdlwa \ Jaranwala and Lyalpur. I was informed that the 

fi 1 ; I' d’’* removed by the military authorities. I could not 

of its rr d n*l i was between closing the line on account 

the uneconomic, and the track being handed over to 

ber to irow sime ^ Honourable Mem- 

oer to throw some light on this question. I know that that line 


was 
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considered to be uneconomic iind I can understand the policy tl.at un¬ 
economic linos should be closed. But there ai*e other matters which 
ought to be taken into consideration and which were not, when that 
line was closed. It was closed on the 6th November. Only about a 
week later there was a big Nankana fair due to take place which used 
to bring thousands of rupees to the railway on that section, but they 
did not wait for a week to earn that money and eU^sed it a week earlier 
in spite of protests made to the North Western Uailway authorities. 
So my point is that if these things are placed before the Railway Advi¬ 
sory Committ(ie or the Railway Standing Finance Coitunittee, certainly 
the Members who are in touch with such lines can give good advice as 
to when they should ho n*mnvpd or whetlier they should he removed at 
all or not. I am not in a position to say anything about the economic 
conditions of tins railway whicli is tlie subject matter (*f liie adjourn¬ 
ment motion at pres(*nt. My friend, Sir Sved Raze Ali, has told us that 
economically it was not a had pro])(-itio * If ttiai is so, it becomes 
still a dilemma why the line has been removed. If the railway is doing 
it in the interests of the successful preseeution of the war, they should 
take this House into confidence, so that we may )udg(‘ whether the rail¬ 
way concern is run as a commercial • oncern or whether it is as a matter 
of fact indirectly subsidising the war (dfort. These art‘ the points which 
I w’ould like the Honourable Memhiu* to tlirow light u[)()n. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (J3erar: Non-Muhamrnadan): Sir, it was with a 
good deal of relief that some of us at least could hear a very important 
observation made by un(‘ of tla^ responsible Miunhers of thi^ (loverimiont 
Benches that (iovernment have long ears. Most of ns were under the 
impression tliat they were deaf, hut we are assured: “No. they are not 
deaf, tliey have long ears.” I do not know whether they, with long 
ears, dcserva* to he Inaa* or sijiiiewlu^re else. 

Sir Muliammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muharnmadej Rural)- 
It was Mr. James who said it. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: I do not want to say who sa’d it : it is enough for 
^ ^ our purp<ise tiiat thc'y have ears and they are long t‘ars. But 

’ the (jueslion is this: whetluu’ the gift of long eais will enable 
us to get our work intelligently doiu' by them or not. That creates 
further trouble. However, the proposition before tlu* House w hieh my 
fTonourable friend, Sir Syed Ra/a Ali. has raised by imams his adjourn¬ 
ment motion is very important. It raises a question of policy, and I 
believe the Members on the Gov(*rnmeiit Benches sliould have by this 
time indicated to this House at least some of the grounds which led 
them to take a drastic decision of this nature Formerly, at least some 
years ago, whenever an important discussion was taking place in this 
House, the general policy on behalf of the Government was this: one 
of the secretaries belonging to the department used to intervene in the 
debate at an early stage and give us an indication as to the view which 
the Government took of the particular motion before the House. Of 
course, the last statement w'hs made by the Member in charge by way 
of reply, but they were not keeping the House in the dark all along 
while the debate was going along. Members after Members are stand- 
ipig and making the same complaint. They say it was a remunerative 
Ime and there is no reason why it is being scrapped. One Member 
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repeats what another Member said in regard to some other line; others 
come back to the same line and the thing goes on like that and the 
debate becomes absolutely desultory because the Members are not able 
to gauge the particular point of view of the Government on which the 
action taken by the Government can be justified or not. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official): There is no debate. 

Mr, M. S. Aney: It is no debate at all; it is an ex parte cry going 
on on one side. My object in getting up this time was just to inform 
the House and also the Government Members that some time back 
there used to exist this practice—this salutary practice, from which a depar¬ 
ture seems to have been made of late. 

Now, T come to the merits of the particular proposition before the 
House. My Honourable friend, Sir Syed Kaza Ali, has shown that 
there are three or four stations on this distance of 22 miles of line which 
it is the intention of the Government to close from the 1st December; 
and he has given us the figures of inonthly income derived from traffic 
carried on at these four stations. Judged from th(‘ point of view of 
those figures, I believe there is very little ground to suppose that this 
section of 22 miles is altogether unremunerative and that, therefore, it 
deserves to be scrapped. 

Then the second thing in that connection is this. The Government in 
considering the question of maintenance or of closing down a particular 
line must bear in mind two things. We have for a certain number of years 
been used to a certain kind of convenience, and unless there is an effect¬ 
ive substitute to take the place of that convenience, you should think 
twice before removing the existing convenience. I am told in reply to 
an interruption by Sir Raza Ali that there is no proper road by which 
traffic could be easily carried by motor lorries if this railway line is re¬ 
moved. It means they will have to fall biick upon the old old bulkxjk 
cart traffic, which in view of the growing cultivation of cane and the 
growing importance of the sugar industry in that tract, will not be able 
to cope with, and, therefore, the people who will be carrying cane will 
not only be ])ut to considerable inconvenience, but even to a loss, because 
they will not be able to take their things to the market in proper time, 
rt is not merely from their own point of view that the Railway has to 
look at the question, but also from the point of view of those who have 
hitherto been served by them. Now, if it is not a remuneratvie line., 
and if you are going to take it away without providing a suitable and 
effective substitute for it, then people will be put to considerable incon¬ 
venience and economic loss also. These are matters of si^rious import¬ 
ance. [ think a decision of such importance should not be taken by the 
Railway Board without taking into confidence the members of the Cen¬ 
tral Advisory Council which they have appointed froin among the Mem¬ 
bers of the two Houses of the Central Legislature. What do they exist 
for? If matters affecting the happiness and convenience of people are 
not to be placed before them for consideration, then what is the use of 
the Central Advisory Council or any other Council that may be set up? 
Probably this subject might not be a proper one for the consideration of 
the Standing Finance Committee before which only questions of finance 
go, but this is a question of policy. It is true at one time it was said' 
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th‘at the policy laid down was that branch lines or narrow gauge lines of 
an unreinunerative nature should be closed down if necessary. But here 
we are dealing with a different case altogether, and even that policy will 
not help the Government to justify their action in the present case. If 
they have taken this step in the interest of defence, then they ought to 
have stated that fact very clearly and informed this House thart exigen¬ 
cies of military defence required them to take a particular step. I am 
referring to this fact, because my friend, Sardar Sant Singh, also referred 
to the closing down of a small line on this ground, I do not know whart 
the reasons were which prompted the Government to take that step in 
that case, but I think my friend, Sir Kaza Ali, has done a service to this 
House and to the public outside by bringing to the notice of this House 
and of the Government the importance of the question which arises on 
account of the notification published in the newspapers to the effect that 
,a section of 22 miles of that line will be clc>sed from the 1st December next. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Sir, so far from having a grievance, 

I am grateful to my Honourable friend, Sir Raza Ali, for giving me an 
opportunity of explaining the position, for, as a number of Honourable 
Members are aware, this is not the only case which has troubled the 
public. Sardar Sant Singh referred to another. Another was the sub¬ 
ject of a further notice of adjonmnient, and there are several otliers in 
different parts of the country. I will, however, in view of the ruling the 
President gave this morning, confine mv attention at present to this 
particular line. 

T would only say tluit as regards the hraneh linos generally. L was told 
not very long ago in connection with another matter that Railways were 
getting obsolete, and there is a certain element of truth in it- Maulvi 
Muhammad Abdul Ghani referred tt-) the fact that Railways were first built 
but later on wlien it was found that they were unremunerative, they were 
closed down, and, therefore, he suggested that some condign punlslnnent 
should be given to those who framed the estimates. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: I did not say the estimates, but 
those who gave the opinion. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: That is based on estimates of tra¬ 
ffic and cost. But the point is that the whole position has chamged in 
recent years. Those who framed the estimates did not foresee and could 
not have foreseen two factors . first, the great (leveloj)mont in the use of 
motors on the roads, and, secondly, the efforts which we have made and are 
making to expand our road system. Tt is these in most cases which have 
upset entirely the original calculations, and T do not doubt that these 
have contributed to render these lines unremunerative. Unfortunate!v, 
this is not a line for which we have separate accounts, so it is very diffi¬ 
cult to show by figures that this particular section is unremunerative. 
But the Railway Board had no doubt in their mind even four years nso 
about this; and there is a further development coming which will make it 
even a greater liability than It is at present. 

Sir Syed Raza All: What reason had the Railway Board to take that 
view? Has my friend got the revenue receipts in respect of the section 
between Gajraular and Moradabad? 
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SConpur^bL^ Sir iUidrew Qlow: You cannot judge merely by the 

revenue receipts. Another point my friend overlooked. 

(Sir Syed Raza AJi attempted to interrupt ) 

The ^0BO^raWe Sir Andrew Clow: I really cannot answer questions: 

I have got only 15 minutes. Another point that my Honourable friend 
Qv^^rlooked, is this. We do not lose all that trafl&c necessarily. It goea 
to the stations; every part of this area will be within fairly close range 
of a station, even if those lines are pulled up. Thus it does not follow 
that the traffic receipts from these stations will entirely disappear. Now, 
in selecting tliese branches for closing, we took into consideration nqt 
iiicrely the traffic considerations, though these of course must be the first 
thing that we have to look to, but also alternative facilities. The lail 
fa(;iiity, even if this is pulled up in this area, will be quite good. My 
friend, Sir Eaza Ali, is fully familiar with this, and he knows that Bijnor 
will still be connected with the mam line on the north. Chandpur, the 
next most important place, will still be connected with Gajraula on the 
south. 

Sir Syed Raza All* No, my friend is wrong. If you close this line, 
there will be no connection between Bijnor in the north and Chandpur- 
Siau ill the south. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I said, that Chandpur would be 
connected with Ciajraula in the south. What I said was quite correct. 
In addition there are no less than three parallel level roads leading from 
this line to the main line which lies further east. But there is a further 
important development for, a metalled road is being built which will con¬ 
nect Moradabad with lEjnor through Amroha. When this road was 
proposed the Railway Board considered the case some years ago and re¬ 
cognised that that would practically destroy any prospect of this line 
ever becoming a remunerative preposition. So tlio area will ho well 
served on the wholi*.. Actually this new road will run,—and a consider¬ 
able armount of it is already built,—this new^ road will run very closely 
it meets the road from Bijnor to Nagina, and the average distance is 
parallel to the present existing railway line. From Amroha in the north 
about six miles from the railway line. I believe it is actually nearest to 
the railway line, opposite to the section which is being taken out. 

Now, Sir, one point on which T feel that the public here have a sense of 
grievance which is justified is the very short notice that has been given. 
And I was a lit tie surprised that Honourable Members did not refer to 
that because that is the point on which T liave the greatest sympathy 
with them. So far from desiring, as rny Honourable friend, Mr. Azhar 
Ali, suggested to give them as much inconvenience as possible, we dosme 
to meet the convenience of the public in every possible way, and T deeply 
regret that it should have been necessary to give such short notice. Al¬ 
though I believe that actually this railway would have had to be demo¬ 
lished in a fairly short time for the reasons that I have given, we have a 
special reiison for nrgoney and that is that the rails both here and in the 
other sections we are demolishing, are wanted for urgent war needs. That 
I think must be my reply to Maulana Zafar Ali who 45 uggested that T ought 
to be placed under arrest for hampering the war effort. 
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Maulana Zalar Ali Khan: If the contemplated demolition of other lines 
due to the fact that the number of locomotives running on the railway 
lines is being reduced and are. 

Tlia Qonourable Sir Andrew Glow: Our locomotives are adequate for 
the traffic. We have not taken that into consideration. That is why, 
as I very much regret, we have had to give such short notice. I should not 
have dreamt of agreeing to do so in other circumstances- While I have 
not been able ta take the public into our confidence more fully, I recog¬ 
nise the force of what my Honourable friend, Mr. Aney, .said as regards 
consulting the Central Advisory Council. But, I think he will appreciate 
the fact that we could noit place them in possession of all the facts that 
are in our possession, and that we had not the time to consult them be¬ 
fore these orders were issued. I would make it clear, however, in response 
to what my Honourable friend, Sir Syed llaza Ali, said, that this action 
was taken after consulting the Provincial (Tovemment and they had no 
objection to offer. 1 will, however, bear the suggestion in mind of con¬ 
sulting the Central Advisory Council, and if we find it possible to con¬ 
vene a meeting of the Council in tins Session, I shall do so and place them 
in possession of fuller particulars than it is possible for me to do on this 
occasion. 

Sir Syed Haza Ali; Except the last minute or two for which my Honour¬ 
able friend, the Communications Member spoke, most of the arguments 
that he has used consisted of presumptions, guesses, far-fetched inferences 
and conclusions,—no facts. 1 did not want to interrupt him, that is not 
my way. IS'urely, he should have told me what tlie three parallel roads 
were that served this area. Has he got the facts? Can he tell me now? 

Tae Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Certainly I can. CVmneciing the 
line close to the Canges with the main line which runs down from 
Saharanpiir to Moradabad, I was referring to the road from Bijnor to 
Nagina, the road from Chandpur to Seohara, and the road which connects 
Gajraula with Moradabad. Those are the three parallel roads, each 
roughly about 20 miles apart. 


Sir Syed Raza Ali: I am very glad that the Honourable Sir Andrew 
Clow has been pleased to give me this information. The road from 
Gajraula to Moradabad is a part of the road from Delhi to Bareilly. That 
is a metalled road, the other two roads if T heard him correctly are kutcha 
roads, not an inch has been metalled. T was wondering what he meant. 
I had made enquiries before T decided to give notice of this adjournment 
motion. What are the facts? Ho does not even know what is the finan¬ 
cial position of this section of the line. Surelv. if these are the arguments 
and if the Honourable the Communications Member wants to convince 
this House by these arguments as to the necessity for the demolition of 
this line, I believe he has demolished his own case, for the arguments he 
has, adduced consist of a long chain of want of arguments. He does not 
know the financial position, he does not know' what w^e wall be losing if we 
close the line running for a distance of 22 miles. He does not challenge 
the figures T have given—for which T do not claim perfect accuracy for the 
simple reason that they have not been taken from anv Government report. 
But the resources of mv Honourable friend as a rriember of Government 
are very great, in fact, the resources of every Government are very great. 




1008 


LEOISLATIVS ASSEMBLY 


[22nd Nov. 1040 


[Sir Syed Eaza Ali.J 

So far as the Communications Department is concerned, my Honourable 
friend has huge resources at his disposal. So far as the finances are con¬ 
cerned, he has not been able to controvert or rebut by facts such figures 
as 1 have given him. So far as financial considerations are concerned, 
there is every reason to believe that this branch line is a remunerative line 
and no action should be taken. So far as the roads are concerned, I have 
already mentioned what they are. My Honourable friend who is a 
civilian of the United Provinces,—I suppose he knows '‘something about 
the geography of this province. The metalled road from Gajraula to 
Moradabad has nothing to do with Bijnor. My Honourable friend ought to 
know that there is no metalled road between Moradabad and Bijnor on the 
one hand, though we have nothing to do with Moradabad. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: T said that that was under construc¬ 
tion. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: Sir, T have been hearing that for the last ten years, 
literally. I think the first time T heard about the proposal to metal this 
road from Moradabad to Bijnor was at least ten years ago. Nothing has 
been done during these ten years. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: T have not been there myself, but 
I think the Consulting Engineer for Roads told me that four lakhs of rupees 
has already been spent and the work has been going on for about two 
years. My other information was also derived from the Road Engineer. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: May be it has been spent on building some bridge 
somewhere, because you have to build more than one bridge. To begin 
with, you have to put up a bridge across the Ramganga. I repeat T have 
been hearing that for the past ten years. Mav T put it to the Honourable 
the Communications Member, does he seriously contend that he will be 
able to find money for the building of this road in spite of the war, in 
spite of the fact that w'e do not know' how^ far the war is going to last? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The money has been provided. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: May I know' how^ much money has been provided, 
if he could give me the figures? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Tf the Honourable Member tables 
questions on these matters I should be very glad to answer them, but 
this is not relevant in view of the consideration I gave for pulling up this 
line. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: I should have thought the question arose directly 
out of the argument used by my Honourable friend. He says there is 
going to be a road. I just want to know,—I have been hearing about it 
for the last ten years—what is the distance, what money have you 
provided? Are these not relevant questions? These are not merely 
relevant questions, but these are most important questions that arise out 
of the arguments of my Honourable friend. It is a very peculiar position. 
Then T asked him, “did you consult your railway authorities'’? If I 
followed my Honourable friend correctly, I believe he did not say that he 
had consulted any one of the railway authorities. 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I did not say whom I consulted, but 
naturally the advice of the General Manager was taken on the subject. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: I believe I mentioned some other officers too. I 
think I started by mentioning the Divisional Superintendent. Then I went 
higher up. Well, anyway, I do not know what advice the General 
Manager gave. Tliat advice was never disclosed to the public. Now, may 
I know: is this the way in which this House should be treated and even 
the public of India should l)e treated? You put up a notice on the 21st 
of November in a newspaper, informing the public at large that this section 
is going to be closed on the 1st of December. Only a notice of nine days 
is given. Now, is it fair to the pul)lic? Is it fair to those who have 
occasion either to use this lino for traffic pur[)OS(‘S or for sending their 
goods to give them no more than nine days iH)tice? Mv Honourable 
friend said that tlie Local Government was consulted I did not follow 
him to say that the Local Government agrec(l vith the ])rnpos;i] to close 
this line. I understood my Honourable frietid to say that the Local 
Government were consulted hut f do not know what advice the liOcal Gov¬ 
ernment gave. 

The HofRourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 said th.at the Tiocal Government 
had no objection to it. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: I am thankful to my Honourable friend. That is a 
point in his favour, f do not think the Jjocal Government agreed to the 
line being closed on the 1st DecernbcM* or to no more tlian nine davs notice 
being given to the public. Was this proposal ever put to the T^ocal Govern¬ 
ment? Iteally my Honourable friend’s arguments are dead arguments, 
lifeless arguments. None of them will make any impression on a much 
less intelligent audience than this Honourable House. 


Now, T c<mie to the last argument used by my Honourable friend. He 
was kc'cping it up his sleeve and sprang that as a surprise upon us. That 
was clever advocacy, 1 admit. Let us examine that argument for what it 
is worth. It lias been said that the line is being closed for defence 
purposes. That is again a ver\ very difficult point. No doubt it is a 
weak point but it is a ver\ ticklish and difficult point. None of us has 
any knowledge as to what rails aie required, what purpose they are going 
to serve and if the field of choice lies between 20 lines, why should you 
start with dismantling a liiu‘ which is bringing nioiu'v (o you. Why do 
you start with killing the goose that lays the golden eggs? T am not here to 
save my own skin at the expense of my neighbour. I could mention more 
than a dozen branch lines wdiich are not remunerative and which he should 
in all fairness, in all justice, have dismantled before he touched this line. 
As I said, I do not think it is my duty to save my own skin by imperilling 
others. I do not think it is a right course, but may T put one ({uestion to 
my Honourable friend? He docs not say that this line is unremunerative. 
Is he sure that there are any lines in India which are working at a loss and 
which are unremunerative. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: We are certainly dismantling other 
lines. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: 1 am very glad. T am thankful for the information. 

D 
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An Honourable Member: Will you pull up strategic lines? 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: I am not talking of strategic lines. The rails that 
are being taken away will he used for constructing other strategic lines. 
That is what will happen. My point is—why does not rny Honourable 
friend begin with dismantling those—the number of which is very large— 
which are unremunerative. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: That is what I said we were doing. 
If the> are uaremimcrative, we are dismantling them. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: I am glad to hear that but that is no reply to 
rny point. Why don't you start with them? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Wi‘ have started with them. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: Am T to understand that there is no improfitahle, 
unremunerative section or branch of a railway left in India, which has 
not been dismantled? T just want a reply. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: T do not think T can keep on answer¬ 
ing the Honourable Member’s questions. He should have raised these 

points when he first made his speech. I shall merely point out that we 

have taken up fi)‘st those that are most clearly imnununerative. We are 
examining others. 

Mr. Deputy President (.Mr. Akhil ('handra Datta): The Honourable 
Member has three minutes more. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: We are arguing in a circle. Hti has not produced 
any figures to show that the running of this section of the line is un¬ 
rein unerative. Tt is a vicious circle. I leally do iKjt know how to get 

out of this vicious circle. 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Pahim) 
resumed the Chair.] 

I do not propose to deal with the other aspects of the case. There 
are no data in connection with which I can make a reply. If there is an 
absence of arguments, data, facts and figures, wliat am I to do. Surely 
in a case like this, it is for the (jovernment to prove that the line is 
unremunerative. My Hoiiourahle friend hints at that without bringing 
forward any facts in support of his main argument. I now come to my 
last point. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahirn): The Honourable 
Member has one minute more. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: There are a number of lines required to be pulled up 
for defence purposes. Mv reply to that is simply this. Munich took place 
in September, 1938. The invasion of Abyssinia took place in October, 
1935. Every one who had eyes to see knew that we were sitting on the 
top of a volcano. What were the Government of India doing to get the 
necessarv railway material? Thev oueht to have kept a good reserve 
stock. They were doing absolutely nothing. If the people of this area 
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are going to be sacrificed in the name of strengthening the defence policy 
of India, 1 am sure they will not be convinced and this House will not be 
convinced. They will simply ta'ke the view that it is due to the sheer 
neglect and negligence of tlie (lovornment of India that their interesis are 
being sacrificed and this line is being pulled up, though it is a remunerative 
line, in preference to those which are working at a loss and should be 
entirely dismantled from cud to end before Government decide to touch 
any line which is running profitably and remuneratively. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur llahim): Tlu; question is ; 

“That the House do now adjourn.” 

The motion was negatived. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Kleven of the Ghx'k on Monday, the 
25th November, 1940. 
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The Assembly rnefc in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 

Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur 
Bahim) in the Chair. 

STABBED gCESTlONS AND AXSWEBS. 

(a) Oral Answers. 

Principles and Standards for Promotion of Railway Guards, Grade 

H TO Grade IIL 

239. Parma Kandl (a) Will the Honourable the Railway Mem¬ 

ber please state the principles and standards laid down for the promotion 
of guards grade II to grade HI? 

(b) Is not seniority considered enough for promotion, provided an 
em])loyce’s record is otherwise good? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) These posts are filled by selec¬ 
tion; 1 regi’et. that flaw were inadvertentl\ omitted from tht* list of such 
posts laid on the table' on 5th November, 1940. 

(b) No, but experience is taken into account as an element in selection. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member if 
these promotions are given on a communal basis? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 think the Honourable Member 
anticipating the next question. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May T also kno\v from the Honourable Member 
if there is any increase in the number of Grade III, so that there may be 
a flow up for them? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Some guards have recently been 
promoted to that grade. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I also know from the Honourable Member 
if it is not on a communal basis, is it a fact that certain guards are being 
directly recruited, and thev are barring the promotion of the persons who 
are down below from going up? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Obviously, whenever you recruit 
directly, it does affect the promotion of those who would otherwise secure 
the posts. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member 
what is the ratio of those direct recruitments? 

( 1013 ) A 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 have not got the hgures of direct. 

]’c‘crujlna*iil here, but the inaxiniuni permissible percentage is 20. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member. . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim); Next question. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai; Only one more question, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): No, next question. 

Communal Considerations in the Promotion of Guards on the North: 

Western Railway. 

240. *Bhai Parma Nand; (a) Is the flonourable tlie Railway Member 
aware that during the last Se^-ston of the Fiegislative Assembly, he gave 
an assurance that communal consideration was not the basis of promotions 
on Railways? 

(b) Is h(^ aware that actually promotions do take place on communal 
considerations? 

(c) If not, how does he explain the following pr(:)motions on the North 
Western Railway in 1940 to guards grade ITT: 


First list. 
Seven Muslims 
One Sikh 


Second list. 

Only two Hindus and the rest other 
communities. 


One Christian 
No Hindu 

(d) If the figures given abov’o ai’e correct, how does he explain the 
midia^ i)!’(^|)oiid('i’aii('c of ('I'lc;- eoinniunitirs (o tin* almost total (‘xelusion 
of tlie Hindus? 

(e) Will tilt; Honourable Meanber kindly stale the criteria laid down for 
the guidance of selection boards for promotions? What safeguards are 
taken to eliminate the possibility of favouritism in selection? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) and (d). The actual communal distribution was Anglo-Indians and 
T>oti)iciled Juiropeans two, Hindus two, Muslims ten, Sikhs two. This 
was not based on communal considerations, but on a list prepared in order 
of merit after men recommended by the Divisions had been interviewed 
by the Selection Board at headquarters. It so happened that Hindus 
secured few places at tlie top of the list but I understand that they are 
in fair mimbers lower down, and should presumably fare better when 
further selections fall to be made. 

(e) .\s regards the first part, T am not aware of specified criteria, but 
the qualifications expected of Guards in Grade TIT are quite well known 
to the officers eonstliutiug Selection Boards. As regards the second part, 
Selection Boards are themselves a means of eliminating such preferences. 
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Mr. Lalchand Kavalral: May 1 know from the Honourable Member 
what is the reason that Hindus are not able to get those posts,—that they 
are not qualifying themselves before the Selection Boards? What js the 
reason? Or is it on account of certain influences going on there, or on 
account of what? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: As 1 h:ive explained, the selections 
were made on merit-. Hindus were not excluded, two of them wore 
selected. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May I ask the Honourable Member to tell us if he 
can give, us an assurance that the selections are actual y 7iot manipulated 
in the interests of one community and to the detrimenl of oilier com¬ 
munities? Tbev are inanipulati'd by the appointment of Selection Boards 
in such a manner that the selection of ^Vrussalmans only can take place 
and not of other communities? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: 1 have no reason white.er for 
b('licving ihat that Is the case. I may chs -rve that accusations are made 
on the otlau’ side as well sometimes. 

Sardar Sant Singh: May 1 ask the Honourable Member to collect the 
statistics of the various Selection Boards that have been held, say, during 
the last year, and find out how many fSTuslims, Sikhs and Hindus have 
been selected ? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: T am not prepared to conduct those 
researches. 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May I just ask whether the alleviations are 
just the other wav round? It is the Mussalmans who complain that thev 
arc' not ri'))i (‘seni ed in the Sedeetion (''ommitt('es: 

c/tor kotu'nl ko . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Tiahiiii): The Hoiionrablo 
Member is making a speech. Next question. 

UnRECOMMKNDED EmPLOYEE.S allowed to appear as KPCRmTS FOR 
Appointment a.s Guards on the North Western Bailway 

241. '^Bhai Parma Nand: (a) Will the Honourable the Railway Member 
please state whetlu'r at the time of appointment of guards class one, grades 
I and IT in 1040 on the North Western Railway, some persons already in 
service were tillowcd to ap^icar a.s new recruits, some of whom were not 
even recommended by the Divisional Officers? 

(h) Ts it a fact that those recommended for gi'ade T were informed by 
the Central Selection Board in Headquarters office that they were not to 
ho entertained and they were asked to go back to their respective jobs? 

(c) Was this also done in the c.ase of candidates for grade IT? If not^ 
why not? 

(d) Ts it a fact that whenever a student fails in an examination at the 
Walton Training School, he is discharged, but as regards some of those 
candidates, the candidates who failed were given a fortnight more and were 
finally passed out? 
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(e) Will the Honourable Member please state whether good record, 
educational qualifications, successful working of important trains, are not 
considered by selection boards for promotion of guards on the North Western 
Ttailway? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) to (d). I have called for 
inforniation and will lay a reply on the table of the House in due course. 

(o) I have no reason to suppose that a candidate’s record of work and 
his intellectual capacity are ignored in making selections. 

Quota of Muslim Candidates at the Flying Training Schools. 

242. *Shaikh Rafiuddin Ahmad Siddiquee: (a) Will the Honourable 
]\remher for Communications please state where the flying training sch'^c! 
was first opened? 

(b) Was it transferred first to Lahore and then to Ambala? If so. 
w)i V ? 

(e) How many students were admitted in these schools, and how mai\y 
are ^ruslims? 

(d) If the quota of Muslims is not twenty-five per cent, what is the 
reasoii for the deficiency? 

(e) Is it not a fact that tlie candidates for the Flying Elementary 
School, Lahore, were not expected to know flying? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The question should have been 
addressed to the Defence Secretary. 

Government Scholarships for Training in Flying. 

243. *Shaikh Rafiuddin Ahmad Siddiquee: (a) Will the Honourable 
Member for Communications please slate how many scholarships Govern¬ 
ment are awarding for ab initio flying in different Flying Clubs of India? 

(b) How many of these scholarships were actually awarded to Muslims? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Some Provincial Governments 

ba\e ewerded stdiolarshi]’s for ah initio training at Flying Clnb>; of which 
I have not full particulars, d’hc Government of India have during the 
jui^t IS Ttionths sanctioned training schemes under whicdi nh initio flying 
training has been given to selected persons, the cost of the training being 
met by the Government of India either in part or wholly. From the Ist 
April, 1930, up to date, 00 persons have received such training, 13 being 
IMuslims. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member, 
if there also there is communal ratio being observed or communal con¬ 
sideration in giving these scholarships, or is it on merit? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Olow: The use of the word “also” I 
cannot aer'opt, because there was not in the previous case anv communal 
consideration. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Let the word “also** go away. I ask whether 
it is on a communal basis. 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I do not think so. 90 persons were 
selected on the merits. We try to include members of all communities, 
but actually the Honourable Member will see that the number of the 
Muslim community, which I observe has led the Honourable Member to 
this supplementary question, is rather below the percentage that we 
adopt when communal reservations are made. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May I ask the ironourablc Ahmiber whether 
he is aware that during the last three years we liad l)een pressing this 
question from here tliat no scholarship was given to Mus.salrnans? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 am not sure which branch of 
learning and instruction my Honourable friend has in view, but on his 
previous statement in the House that no scholarship was given, I consulted 
the Education. Health and Ijands Secretary again and he assured me 
that that was not the case. T suggest that the Honourable Afember 
might tablt^ a qiK'stion to the Education, Health and Liuvls Secretary 
and he might get the particulars. 

Selection of Candidates for the Technical School connected with the 

Indian Air Force. 

244. *Shaikh Rafluddin Ahmad Siddiquee: (aj Will tlu Houoiuable 
Areinher for (.Communications please state whether (government have 
already selected tlie candidates for the Technical School connected with the 
Indian Air Eorce ? 

(l>) W’as the selection made b\ the Selection C’ommittee, and, if so, 
wIk; were the members? 

(e) Was there any Mushm on the Sehn-tion Committee, and, if not, 
why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The question should have been 
addressed to the Defence Secretary. 

Non-Transfer of certain Telephone Operators in Dacca Division. 

245. *Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (on behalf of Sir Abdul Halim Ghuz» 
navi): (a) Will the Honourable Member for Communications please state 
whether it is a fact that certain Tcdeplione Operators in Dacca Division 
have been stationed at the same station, such as. Chittagong, Dacca and 
Narayanganj, for periods varying from over 10 to 27 years? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Telephone Operators are transferred on the 
basis of the longest stay at a single station on the analogy of paragraph 
65 of the Indian Posts and Telegrapiis Alanual, Volume IV (Establish¬ 
ment) ? 

Sir Ourunath Bewoor: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

Provision of Tumbler Switches for controlling Lights in Intermediate 

Class Carriages. 

246. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable Alember 
for Railways be pleased to state; 

(a) whether the proposal of providing tumbler switches to control 
lights in intermediate class carriages, as adopted by the 



1018 


[25th Nov. 1940 


legisi.ative assembly 


(b) 

(c) 

(d) 


Local Advisorv (’ommittees of tfie 

United Proyinces (Cawnpore), on the llth September, 1989, 

and of the Xorll, Western Itaihvav. (Karaeln). on the ftth 
July, 1939, has been given effect to; if so, whether it has been 
given effect to over the whole of the East Indian Itailwny 
and North Western Itnilway or parts thereof; 
whether the proposal will apply to the whole of the said Rail¬ 
ways ; 

whether tumbler switehes to control lights in interineihate class 
carriages are jirovided over other State and ( omf^anv- 
managed Railways; and 


whether Governmf'nt propose to ask the various Railway 
Administrations to adopt the said proposal to provide tninhler 
switches to control liglits in intermediate class in case ^hey 
have not done so far*? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The information is being coUei ted 
ajid will be laid on the table of the House in due course. 


Arrangement for Ttirough Railway Journey from Dacca and Shtllono 
TO Cawnpore and Lx^cknow. 

247. ^Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Will the Honourable Member 
for Railways be pleased to state: 

(a) whether arrangement has been made for through radway journev 

from Dacca and Shillong (Kastern Rengal Railway) 
Cawnpore and Lucknow (Bengal and North Western l^ail- 
way); 

(b) the number of fast passenger trains of Kastern Bengal Railway 

ruuning tlirougb up to Juieknow diinetion and Cawnpore 
(J3engal and Nortli Western Railway); and 
(e) whether there is any arrangement for a dining car over any of 
such trains runumg through from Dacca or Shillong to 
Juicknow Junction or Cawnpore; if not, whether Government 
propose to ask the kkast(*rn Bengal Railway, and Bengal and 
North Western Railwa\ Administrations to consider the 
nccessit\ of running dining cars over any through up and 
down trains to mitigate tlie sufferings of the travelling public? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) and (b). There is one “Up” and 
one “Down” through train betw'een laicknow and Amingaon. The jour¬ 
ney to or from Shillong involves the crossing of the Brahmaputra by ferry 
between Amingaon and Pandu and a motor jonruey heiw'een Pandu and 
Shillong. There is no through train between Dacca and Lucknow or 
Cawnpore. 

(c) The answer to both parts is in the negative. 

Age Limit of Candidates for the Post of Station Director, All-India 
Radio, recently advertised. 

248. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani; Will the Honourable Member 

for Communications please state: 

(a) whether his attention has been drawn to the Gazette of India 
Supplement, dated 9th November, 1940, page 771; and 
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(b) the reason for fixing the age limit of the candidates for the post 
of fcjtation Director, All-India Hadio, as not below 30 nid 
preferably not over 40? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Yes. 

(b) Ihese limits have been selected to ensure that the person selected 
is aunieiently maturt^ to ])ossess the judgment and discretion necessary 
for tile discliargc of the rc^sponsibilities of this post and is sufficiently 
resilient to adapt himself to a new type of work. They also keep in view 
th(^ desirability ol a suilah'e age* (hstribution in the Deparlmeni. 

Mr. LalChand Navalrait Why is 40 put as the maximum age? Do 
they get (jut of their intellect by that time? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: We all tend to become less adapt¬ 
able as we get older. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: May I know whether there is any 
one serving in the Ah-India Tladio of the age and qualifications mentioned 
in part (h). 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Yes. there are. 

Non-Transfer and Supersession of certain Staff in the Railway 
CT.EARING Accounts Office. 

249. *Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Will the Honomahle Membe- 
for Railways he pleased to state: 

(a) the number of Sectional Officers and Superintendents who are 

in the ftaihvay Clearing A(*counts Office for over three years 
with the date of posting to their first appointment in any 
capacity in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office against 
each ; 

(b) the number of persons who have been selected and w’ho have 

worked in the Sub-Head’s grade during the last three years 
and the number of such men superseded by their juniors; and 

(c) the name of the communitv to which the superseded persons or 

officers, as well as the officers or persons superseding, 
belong? 


Mr. B. M. Staig: (a) The number of Sectional Officers and Superin¬ 
tendents is fi\c (including one officiating) and six (including two officiat¬ 
ing) respectively. The dates of their posting to the Railway Clearing 
Accounfs Office are: 


Sectional Officers. 

2 in December 1925. 
1 in January 1927. 

1 in September 1927, 
1 in May 1934. 


Superintendents. 

1 in May 1926. 

2 in January 1927, 

3 in Juno 1927. 


(b) The number of persons who have been selected and who have 
worked as sub-heads during the last three years is 34. Of the 34 persons 
:28 have been superseded by their juniors. 
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(c) The reply to the first part of the question is: 

Hindus 18. 

Muslims 4. 

Sikh 1. 

The reply to the second part is: 

Hindus 22. 

Muslims 3. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: Muy i know whether in the interest 
of the State the posting of the ofiieers from 1927 is desirable and whetlier 
Government proposes to transfer them to other places. 

Mr. B. M. Staig: There is no ju'oposal for transter at the moment. 

Prohibition of Railway Employees to travel on Privilege Ticket 
Orders by Mail and Express Trains. 

250. Lieut.‘Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: (a) Will the Honourable the 
Railway Member please state whether it is a fact that employees of Rail¬ 
ways travelling on Privil(*ge Tic*ket Orders are not permitted to travel by 
mail trains and even some fast express trains? 

(b) Is it a fact that other cdasses of passengers uho are entitled to 
railway concessions are alloxsed to travel on all trains, c.g., nurses, 
school children, military officers, etc.? 

(c) Do Government propose to extend this facility, which is granted 
to a section of the public to their own Railway servants who in many 
cases are seriously inconvenienced by ha\ing to travel in passenger trains 
when having to cover long distances? if not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Yes. 

(bj Certain categoric’S of concc'ssion ticket holdei’s are permitted to 
travel by mail and express trains. 

(c). No. Concessions gi\en to the j)ublic are for the purpose' of 
encouraging travel and thereby improving earnings. 'Flu' i^sne of Privi¬ 
lege Ticket Orders at very low rates to Railway staff, most of wliom are 
granted an adequate numl^er of fre(‘ passc's, is a piivih'ge to wliieli (*ondi- 
tions must apply, so that tlie general piihlie may not he inconvi*nienced. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Will the Honourable Member inform 
this House whether or not it is a fact that the saloons of Members of the 
Viceroy’s Council and Members of the Railway J3oard and senior officers 
of Railways are attached to mail trains and expresses and fast trains? 
May 1 know', if this concession of travelling is allowed to certain people 
on mail and express trains, why it is denied to others as stated in my 
question? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: T would point out to the Honourable 
Member that these saloons are attached when the officers travel on official 
duty. 

I^ut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Are not certain employees who traveE 
on official duty denied travelling on mail and express trains? 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Not when they are travelling on 

free privilege passes. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: is it a fact that even when there is room 
in these trains, they are prohibited? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: ()bvif)nsly you cannot estimate how 
many passengers are sitting in a train or guess how many will get in at 
the intermediate stations. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Do all railway otlicials, including 
.Meml)(a\s of the Hailway H()ar(l, always travel on duty when they use 
their saloons? Or, is it not a fact that they also use these saloons when 
they travel on pleasure? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I should like to have notice of this 
question. 

Selection for Appointment to Selection Posts in the Departments of 
THE East Indian and Eastern Bengal Railways. 

251. *Mr. H. M. Abdullah: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways be j)l('ascd to state the posts, with grades, in the Transportation, 
C(umnercial, L()(*('»., ItoUing Stock Departments and Establishment 
othces of the East Indian Railway and the. Eastern iiengal Railway, which 
hav(^ heiMi elassitied as selection posts for the purpose of paragraph 2 VI 
of (h(‘ Rules for th(‘ rccrnitinmt and training of non-gazetted staff rn 
State-managed Railways, by the (Itaicral Managers of the East Indian 
Railway, and Eastern Bengal Railway? 

(h) How many selection hoards were held on both these Railways for 
the examination of c-andidatt's for the sedeetion posts during the years 1936, 
1937, 1938, 1939, and 1040? 

(c) Wliieli of those selection hoards wen' n'presented at least by one 
Muslim otVicer’^ 

(d) How inaiiy Muslim candidates were examined by each Selection 

Board held in the years 193() 40 on hot)i these Railways? 

(e) How many out of them wore declared suitable and given appoint¬ 
ments or promotions? 

(f) Was the [)aucity of Muslim candidates at those selection boards 
due to the absence of tlie recommendations of their immediate officers? 
If not, what stood in the way of their not coming up before those selection 
boards ? 

(g) What are the requisite qualifications which a candidate should 
possess to render himself eligible for the selection posts? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) 1 would refer the Honourable 
Member to the information laid on the table of the House on 6th Nov¬ 
ember,. 1940, in reply to Mr. Muhammad A/.har Ali’s unstarred question 
No. 11 asked on 6th February, 1940. 

(h) to (f). An endeavour will he made to secure these particulars for 
both railways for the year 1940 with a view to placing a reply on the table 



1022 


legislative assembia 


[25th Nov. 1940 


of the House in due course. I regret tliat it is not practicable to conduct 
the researches necessary to secure ])artieular8 for all the years mentioned 
by the Honourable M,einber. 

(g) The qualifications considcu-ed necessary naturally vary with the. 
posts. Normally all the candidates considered have the qualifications and 
selection depends on their comparative merits. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: May I know whether the Itailway Board has 
not been careless in this resp(‘ct and tbc'\ do not kncnv what is going on? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (kneless in what respect? 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Jn llu‘ matter of seeing how the selc'Ction 
boards were formed? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I have replied to this in part (b) of 
my answer. We arc making an taideaxonr to g('t tlie particulars for 
the >ear for the benefit of the Honourable Mi'rnber. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: .Ma\ I know from the Hoiu.urabh' Meniber if 
the minimum qnalitications required of ilu'Se candidatos arc* tixcal? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: l do not know wlugher the\ have 
been laid down in any rule but the\ a.re wjdl known to the officers who eon- 
stitute the selection boards. 

Selection for Appointment to Selection Posts in the Departments 
OF the East Indian and Eastern Bengal Kailw.ws. 

252. *Mr, H. M. Abdullah: Is the Honourable Member for Rail¬ 
ways aw’are of the fact that Anglo-Indian, domiciled J^Juropcan and Hindu 
candidates wore sent up iu good numbers before the Selection Jb:>ards held 
for the selection posts during tlie years IbbG—40 on botli the East Indian 
Railway and the Eastern Bengal RaiUvay*^ 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I am prepared to l)elieve that mem¬ 
bers of those c-ommnniti(.*s who v\t*re descawing oi such recommendation 
were in fact recommended. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: D it not a fact that tlu'se com¬ 
munities are ncruited entiredv on a fixed communal ratirj on each railway? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: This question refers to promotion 

to selection jiosts. 


Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Am I to unflerstand thnfc the Muslims were 

not considered fit to be recruited in that way? 

Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I do not think there is any refer¬ 
ence to Muslims in the question. 
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Selection for Appointment to Selection Posts in the Departments 
OF the East Indian and Eastern Bengal Railways. 

263. ♦Mr. H. M. Abdullah: Is ilic Ilouourable Member for Railways 
aware of the fact that the question of seniority was relaxed in most of tlu*, 
cases of non-Muslim candidat(*s appearing before the selection boards held 
on tlie JCast Indian Railway and the 1‘histern Ihmgal Railway during the 
years 1930—40 for selection posts? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The answer is in the negali\e; but I 
sliould add that 1 am not sure what is meant b\ the nlaxation of the 
(piestion of seniority Promotion b\ selection is an essentially different 
system to promotion })y seniority, and the selection unrler the Ionia r 
system of naai who do not iiapj'en to be senior involves laj udavatiun of 
any r\d(‘ or priiu-iple. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: 'the whole (-bj»ct of tla- rpa-stinu is this 
Your princijiles of senioritv and ^eleetions an- fixed in sneli a inanner 
that the Muslim eandidates are alwavs h-ft out. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 'flu* answer to that is definitely in 
flu* iK'gative. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: If von will colleet the facts, you will find 
that it is so. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: The facts I gave in rejly to an 
earlier <piestion sliow that it is not the ease. 

Non-submission of Names of Muslim Candidates for Selection to Lower 

Gazetted Service from Howrah Division of the PZast Indian 

Railway. 

254. ♦Mr. H. M. Abiulah: (a' N th- llonnurable Member tor Hail- 
wivs aware of tin* facts that Hivisional IV-rsomnd Otiieer and the hixeeutive 
Oflicers of the Transjiortation and Commercial Departments of the Howrah 
division, East Indian Railway, did not care to send np oven efficient and 
senior .Muslims ixd'oi-e (lu- Head Office Seleetion (Ynnmittei' -ippointed for 
the selection of candidates for the lower gazetted service in June, 1940, 
though they examined several Muslims in the Divisional Seleetion Com- 
mitte(' in tlie month of i^fay, 1910? 

(b) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state whether there 
was any thing against thost' eandidates? Tf so, what? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: No. Rut ilie Kailwav Hoard are 

inquiring into the matter. 

(h) Dot's not arise. 

Graduate Subordinate Employees on the East Indian and Eastern 

Bengal Railways. 

266. *Shaikh Rafluddin Ahmad Siddiquee: Will the Honourable Member 
for Railways be pleased to place on the table of the House comparative 
statements of graduate subordinate employees of all communities in tem¬ 
porary and permanent service between the period from 1st Jammrv. 192.5, 
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to 1st January, 1940, on the East Indian Railway and Eastern Bengal 
Railway under the following heads: 

(a) number; 

(b) dates of appointments and service where first employed; 

(c) nature of service on appointments; 

(d) pay on the date of original appointments; 

(e) departmental examination passed; 

(f) different stages of promotion from the date of appointment up to 

1st January, 1940. with pay and grade in each stage; and 

(g) the pay drawn in the present posts and the grades*? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: I regret that it is not practicable 
to undertake llie research necessary tor securing the information required 
by the Honourable Member. 


Muslim Graduates in Establishment Offices and Supervisory Posts on 
THE East Indian and Eastern Bengal Railways. 

256. “^Shaikh Rafluddin Ahmad Siddiquee: (a) Is the Honourable 

Member for Railways aware of the fact that the East Indian Railway and 
the Eastern Bengal Railway Administrations have not taken steps to 
increase the number of Muslim graduates in establishment offices and 
supervisory posts during the period from 1st January, 1925, to 1st January, 
1940? 

(b) Tf the reply to part (a) be in the .affirmative, will the Honourable 
Member be pleased to .state the number of Muslim graduates in the 
Establishment Offices and the supervisory posts on both these Railways 
between 1st January, 1925, to 1st January, 1940? 

(cj Is it a fact that the Howrah Division, East Indian Railway, is 
conspicuous for its action in turning out Muslim graduates from the staff 
section of the establishment offices without any specific, charges against 
them ? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) No. Tt is in any case not the 
policy of administration to sliow a preference to graduates as such. I 
would add that Appendices O, P, Q and R to Mr. D’Souza’s Report 
indicate that there has, in general, been an increase in the number of 
Muslims on these Railways in the cafegories specified in the Appendices. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) I have no reason to believe that the fact is as stated liy tlic Hon¬ 
ourable Member but would observe that the transfer of an official from a 
section is not n('Cessarily a consequence of any default on his part. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim). The answer to the 
other questions of Mr. Siddiquee will be laid on tlie table. 

Denial of Facilities for Bettering their Prospects to Muslim Graduate 
Employees on the East Indian Railway. 

t257. ♦Shaikh Rafluddin Ahmad Siddiquee: (a) Is the Honourable 
Member for Railways aware of the fact that on the East Indian Railway 

fAnswer to this question laid on the table, the questioner having exhausted hilt. 
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•and particularly in the Howrah Division of that Kailway, the request of 
Muslim graduate employees for permission to qualify themselves in different 
departmental examinations, or lor training in duties pertaining to posts in 
higher grades, atid their applications for promotions on the strength of 
previous orders passed in their favour are not looked into? 

(b) Jf the re[)ly to part (a) be in the affirmative, will the Honourable 
Member be pleased to state the different attempts or methods adopted by 
the East Indian Kailway, Howrah Division Administration, during the 
period from 1st January, lt)29, to 1st January, 1940, to hotter their 
prospects in service in the same way as they have done in the case of 
non-Muslims? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: (a) Nf). Kui 1 have asked for in¬ 
formation and a further reply will he laid on the table of the House in due 
course. 

(b'l Does not arise. 

Muslim Graduates in Establishment Offices and Supervisory Posts 

ON THE East Indian and Eastern Bengal Railways. 

'253. * Shaikh Rafluddin Ahmad Siddiquee: Will the Honourable 
Member for Railways be pleased to stale the number cf the Muslim 
graduate's employe*(l in the^ establishna'nt offices in the follow ini: posts mD 
the East Indian Railway and on the" I'iastea’n Bengal Railway : 

( 1) ()ffice‘ Snpe'rlnt e'lieleiit^ ; 

(2) (Jiie'f (Jerks; 

(J) Mead cle-rls^; 

(1) Assistant 1 haal ede-rks ; 

(o) First Assistants; 

({)) Snb-he-aels : 

(7) (ire)U]) Incharge* . and 

(8) Deeding cle^rks in the* staff' branches? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow^: The information is being secured 
and a reply will be laiel on the* table* eif the House in due course. 

Increments of Pay of Staff working as Temporary Guards in the 
Howrah Division of the East Indian Railway. 

1259. '^Shaikh Rafluddin Ahmad Siddiquee: (a) Is the Honourable 

Member for Railways aware* of the fact that the dealing clerks in the 
transportation sectiejn of the hhstahlishment Office of the Divisional Superin¬ 
tendent, Howrah, F^ast Indian Raihvay, have nob so far taken any action 
according to Fundamental Rule 22, read wdth Fundamental Rule 26, in 
adjusting increments of the staff who have been working temporarily as 
guards for three and four years? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) be in the negative, will the Honourable 
Member be pleased to lay on the table of the House the following state¬ 
ments about the staff who have been selected from different departments 

■tAnswer to this question laid on the table, the questioner havinu exhausted his 
quota. ® 
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to work as guards in temporary capacities from the year 19d6 to th^ 
year 1940: 

(i) pay and grades of their substantive posts; 

(ii) pay and grades against which at present absorbed as guards, 

(iii) dates when absorbed as guards; and 

(iv) increment given in the grades of guards? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow : (a) No. 

(bj Inquiries are being made and a reply will be laid on the table of 
the House in due course. 


Staff working as Temporary Guards in the Howrah Division of thk 
East Indian Railway. 

1260. *Shaikh Rafluddin Ahmad Siddiquee . W ill the Honourable 
Member for Itailways be pleased to state the period for which the statf 
mentioned in the preceding question is required to work as guards in tempo¬ 
rary capacities wluai their substantive posts have already been filled by 
fresh staff? 


The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 am not altogelher clear ns to the 
meaning of the cpiestion, but am making inquirit's from the administration 
with a view to the laying of a rcqily on tin* table at a latei- date*. 


MOTION FOi: ADJOUltXMFA'r. 

ClOSlVO DOWN OF TIIK lbl\X(ll LiNK IJFIWFKX SlloUAXli: AXI) NlLAMBUR 
IX THE Mvialar DiS'IHICT. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Itahlm): I have received 
notice of a motion for the adjournment of the business of tlu^ Assembly 
from Mr. Fssak Sait, who wants to discuss an m-gaiit matter of public 
importance, namely, the action of the Ibniwav autlioi’iti(‘s in arranging to 
down till- branch line betneen Siajraniir and Nilambiir (in llie 
Malabar District) from tin* fitli I)('e<‘mbcr ubieb uill caanse great hardship 
and inconvenience to the general ])iil)lic and which will be harmful to the 
interests of India at large from a strategic point of view-. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow (:\Ic‘ml)cr for Fail ways and Com- 
mimicatioris): I have no objection, but I would submit for \our considera> 
tion that the issue raised is substantial!v the same as w'as debated on 
Friday last. 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Faliim): The issue may be 
of a similar character, but these are Iw’o different matters. 

Mr. H. A, Sathar H. Rssak Sait (West Foast and Nilgiris: IMuham- 
madan): I wish to pursue tlie matter because it is a different question 
almgether. Fven though it is a question of the closure of a branch, 
still I should have to say something. 

tho qiiostioner having ovWtTT’Mi 
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Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The motion will be 
taken up at 4 o’clock—unless the (iovernment Member agrees, and there 
is a general desire in the House, that thie motion should be taken up as 
soon as the business of the House is finished. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Yes, Sir, I have no objection. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Very well—the 
motion will be taken up as soon as the business of the House is finished. 

rOSJTlON OF NOMINATED MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney (Nominated Noii-Ofiieialj; (Jn a point 
of order, Sir, I ask your permission to rna^ke a few observations on a point 
of order. Standing as a Nominated Member of this House, I ask a ruling 
from the Ohair as t(j whether you are in agreement with the remarks made 
by the Honourable the Leader of the House in which he gave a state¬ 
ment .... 

Mr. President (The H<uu)ural)le Sir Abdur Rahim): When did this take 
place? He has not spoken t<Kiay as 1 reader of the House yet? 

Lieut.-Golonel Sir Henry Gidney 1 refer to the remarks made by the 
Leader of the House regarding the exclu.'^ion of Nominated Members from 
the (’oinmittee to be attached to the Supply Department. I would like 
to kiunv under what authority .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahiinc The Honourable 
Member cannot raise that question now. That subject is not before this 
House now. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: Forgive me, Sir, but 1 think T have a 
right la'Spectfully to ask you as the ])rot(H*tor of the Members of this House 
to safeguard the interests of the N<uninated Members, and T think I speak 
on behalf of all the Nominated Members that we should not be excluded 
by any one .... 

Mr. President (The Hon.uirahle Sir Alxhir Rahim): 1 d() not knou’ what 
has taken ])lac(\ I do not nunemher it. The Honourable Member, Sir 
Henry Gidney. should gi\e pro])(‘r notice. When the Leader of 
the Honst' made that statement, he ought t(^ have risen there and then, 
and raised the question. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafraullah Khan (lAader of the 
House): Sir, if I may he permitt('d to make one observatioii. the case is 
(‘xaetlv tlie revei’se (^f what Sir Henry Gidney represents. I said: “I 
could not accept any suggestion that Nominated Members are not as much 
Mellila rs of this House as Eleetc'd Mt'inhers”. 

Mr. President (Tlie TTonourablo Sir Abdur Rahim): That is very well 
establislied ; T have said it from the Chair myself. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: But the T^oader of the House excliid- 
('d the* Nominated ^Iemb(‘rs .... 


Mr. President (The Hcuiourable Sir Abdur Raliim): Order, order. 



legislative assembly 


a028 


[25th Nov. 1940 


The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: 1 did not exclude 
anybody; 1 never said that they should be excluded, on the ot lei innc , 
1 insisted that they must have the rij^ht to vote. 


Bri.LS PASSED BV THE (HIUNCUL OF STATE.. 

Secretary of the Assembly: Sir, the following Message has been receiv¬ 
ed from the Council of State: 

“J am directed to inform you that the Council of State at its meetiii^^ 
the 22iid A’ovember, 1940, agreed without any aimndment to the tollowiiig Hills, 
which were passed by the Legislative Assembly at iU meeting held on the 8th 

November, 1940, namely : 

(1) A Bill further to amend the Imlian Works of Defence .Vet, 1903; 

(2) A Bill furtlier to amend the Indian Na\y (Discipline) Act, 1934, for eertaiii 

purposes ; 

(3) A Bill further to amend th. Indian Navy (Discipline) Act. 1934 (aecond 

Amendment); 

(4) A Bill further to amend the Cantonment.s Act, 1924; 

(5) A Bill to repeal certain enactments and to amend certain otlier enactments; 

(6) A Bdl fui'llur to amend the Indian Registiation Act, 1908. for certain 

purpose.s ; 

(7) A Bill further to amend the Code of Cim! CrcKednie, 1908; 

(8) A Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898; 

(9) A Bill furtlur to .innnd the Indian Compann-s Act. 1913; 

(10) A Bill to ciialile companies in BiUhIi India to make donations to public 

funds formed, an<l to maki* .n\('.''tint nt'^ in (i()\lunnieiit loans float(?d, 
for the pur[)o.^e of a^slstlng the prosecution ot the present war; 

(11) A Bid further to <nm ml the Ite.-'t ive Bank ol India ,\it, 1934; and 

(12) A Bill furthci to aimnd the Motor S[nnt (Diitiis) Act, 1917 


DBAIT CONVENTION .VNO DJ-A’OM M EN DAEMON'S ADOP'i’El) BV 
FHE INTEHNATIONAI. LAP.O10: ( ()M’'EHENCK. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Member 
for Commoice nnd Titibour): Sir, 1 Ia\ »)U tin* t.ubb- n i*o|)\ of tlu^ Draft 
Conventiou and Becommendalioiis ad<»ptt'd bv tin* 25(11 S(;ssioii of the 
Internatioutil T.abour Couiereiice, togt lber with a statiunent iiuiicating the 
action tvhich the OovernnK'ut of Tridi.u piMposr to take mi thosi- (’onventions 
and Reconiiuendations. 


Appkndix II. 

Ih commendation Concpi iDm/ Vocntioria] Trainin'/ 

[Formal preamble he.s been omitted.] 

Considering that the Preamble to the Constitnlioii of the International Labour 
Organisation mentions the organisation of vocational and technical education among 
the reforms necessary for irn[moving the conditions of la.bonr; 

(-onsidermg that the Internationa] Labour Conference has already to a certain 
extent doaU with this problem, particularly by adopting at it.s Third Se.ssion (1921) a 
Kecommendation concerning the development ’ of technical agricultnra.l education and 
at Its Iwentydhird Session the Vocational Education (Building) Recommendation, 1937; 

Con.sidenng^ that at its Nineteenth Session the Conference, by adopting the Un¬ 
employment (Young Persons) Recommendation, 1935, favoured the genenUisation of 
measures for vocationa training, and that it was as a result of a reLhd^m adopted 
dunng that session that it wa.s decided to include in the agenda of the Conference the 
question of the vocational training of workers in all its aspects ^ o«forence the 
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Conaidering that the effective organisation of vocational training is desirable in the 
interests of workers and employers alike as well as those of the community as a whole; 

Considering that the rapid transformation of the economic structure of, and condi¬ 
tions in, various countries, the constant changes in the methods of production, and 
the widening of the conception of vocational training as a factor in social progress 
and in the general culture of the workers, have in a number of countries led to a fresh 
examination of the whole of this question and have given rise to a general desire to 
reorganise vocational training on the be^iis of principles better adapted to present 
requirements; 

Considering that, in these circumbtanccs, it is particularly desirable at the present 
time to state the principles and metnoda which each Member should apply on its 
territory, with due regard to the special requirements of the different branches of its 
national economy and of the different occupations, as well as the customs and 
traditions of the country, and subject to further special ineaKures that 
might be required in respect of vocational training for certain branches of activity 
such as agriculture or maritine transport; 

The Conference makes the following recommendations : 

pAiiT I.— Definitions. 

1. For the purpose of this Recommendatioii— 

{a) the expression “ vocational training " means any form of training by mean^ 
of which technical or trade knowledge can be acquired or developed, 
whether the training is given at school or at the place ot work; 

(6) the expression “ technical and vocational education ” means theoretical and 
practical iiistructiona of whatever grade, given at school for purposes of 
vocational training; 

(c) the expression “af»prontice.ship” mean.n any system bv which an employer 
undertakes by contract to employ a young person and lo train him or have 
him trained .^v.stomatically foi a trade for a pt nod the duration of which 
has been fixed in advantx» and in the course of which the apprentice is 
bound to work in the employer's service. 


Part II.—Gikk&al oROAKiSAiioir^ 


2. (1) The work of the various official and pi in ate institutions in each country 
which deal with vocational training should, while ensuring free play to initiative and 
adaptability to the requirements or the different industries, regions and localities, be 
co-ordinated and developed on the basis of a general programme, 

(2) This programme should be based on— 

{a) the occupational interc.sts and cultural and moral requirements of the worker; 

(6) the labour requirements of employers; 

(c) the economic and social interests of the community. 

(3) In drawing up thi.s programme due account .'should also be taken of the follow¬ 
ing factors :— 

{a) the stage of development reached in general education and in vocational 
guidance and seleciioai 

(&) changes in technique and methods of organisation of work; 

(c) the structure of, and trend of development in, the labour market; 

(f/) national economic policy. 

(4) The co-ordination and development referred to in sub paragraph (1) should be 
undertaken on a nationoj scale with the organised collaboration of (he authorities 
concerned with the different aspects of the problem mentioned in sub-paragraphs (2) 
and (3), and of the interested parties, including more particularly the occupational 
organisations of employers and workers. 


Part III.— Prevocattonal Preparation. 

3. jl) Compulsory education, which should he entirely general in ch»,racter, should 
provide for all children a preparation developing an idea of taste for, and est^m for 
manual work, these ^ing an indispensable part of a general education and likely 
T8£ilitate future vocational guidance. ^ 


B 
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^ (2) Tho proposed preparation should aim, in particular, at training tlie eye and 

xiand of the child by means of practical work, but the importance 'and character of 
ibhis work should be consistent with the general purposes of compulsory education. 
In drawing up tho progn*.rume of practical work, the natue of the principal industries 
4n the locality or district might be taken into account, but any attempt at vocational 
^raining should be avoided. 

(3) This preparation^ which should e.Ktend over a penod of at least one year, should 
l)egin at the latest a,t the ago of thirteen years and continue until the end of the 
of compulsory education. 

4. (1) In order to detorinine the occupational aptitudes of the child and to facilitate 
the selection of the future labour supply, there should be available to children who 
intend to enter an occupation requiring vocational training of long duration, 
and in particular to those who propose to become apprentices, a preliminary prepara¬ 
tion constituting a transition from general education to vocational training. 

(2) This preparation should take place after the completion of tho period of com- 
pulsory education : Provided that where the laws or regulations in force in the country 
concerned fix the school-leaving age at not less than fourteen years, this preparation 
may be undertaken during the last year of (ompnlsory education. 

(3) The duration of this preparaii'^n should be determined with due regard to the 
occupation concerned ami to the age and educational {pialifications of the young person. 

(4) In the curricula, for this preparation, particular importance should be attached 
to practical work, but such work should not be given precedence over the theoretical 
courses or cour.ses in general education. Practical and theoretical instruction should 
be So arranged a.s to be mutually eotn])lenientary. The preparation should, by aiming 
at the general development, of Oie pupil’s intellectual and manual capacities and 
avoiding undue specialisation, inako it possible to determine for which of a group of 
occui>ations he i.s best suited to undergo full training. Practical and theoretical instruc¬ 
tion should be so a.rranged as to secure continuity between this preliminarv preparation 
and subsequent vocational trainino. 


Part IV.— Technical and vocational education. 

5. (1) A network of sc'hools should be established in each country, adjusted as 
regards number, location and curricula to the economic requirements of each region or 
locality and affording the workers (idequa.W opportunities for de\eloping their technical 
or trade knowledge. • 

(2) Measures should be adopted to ensure that, in the evnit of et'onomic depression 
or financial difhculty the supply of trained workers necessary to meet future require¬ 
ments is not impeniled by a reduction in the facilities for technical and vocationaJ 
education lor this purpose, consideration should be given particularly to the grant of 
subsidies to oMsting .-chools and fo (lio i)rovision of .special courses to make good the 
lo.ss of opportunities for training caused by unemployment. 

countries in which a. sufficient number of vocational and technical schools 
has not vet l,c.m c.tal)lishcd, it would be desirable th.H undertaKiL“uch . 

nnn h.rnf" ‘ p. ,.ctKabl.- sho.(l,1 meet the cost of training a certain 

of -rkor? LHyTd 

6. (li Adiriis.sion to techuieal and vocational schools should be free. 

(2) Attendance at such schools should bo facililfctH as circbmstances reouire bv 

m».infenance alliwaTce^ ‘■■'‘nsport or reduction in the cost of transport, or 

ccoiLlL’ 2:""; to"t"he l™,ni^r';eliien,Tnr"’f®rf^’’ 

it) staff in intermediate grades," (c) manageriaj staff '“’‘f 

gra^!iI,mu,^''‘i,Tt%^:rdt:t:dT;’',o‘"facffL '‘"'f different 

and to enable promi.sing pupils with the renjiiaif schools to another 

to a higher grade and to^btaCadintsion a. lower 

or equivalent institution. technical education at a university 

protect 'the"futol'* vorationalTdaptaliih?^ of"th a "P " ^ 

particularly desirable— apiability of the workers and for this purpose it if 
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(а) that the primary object of the courses in the earlier years should be to give 

the pupil a sound basis of theoretical and practical knowledge, avoiding 
excessive or premature specialisation; and 

(б) that care s!»()u!d be taken to enable the pupil to acquire a wide grasp of the 

theoretical principles underlying the practice of his occupation. 

9. (1) In technical and vocational education of all grades, subjects of general educa¬ 
tional value and subjects relating to social questions should be included in the curricula 
for full-time courses and, so far as the time available permits, for part-time courses, 
other than speciaj .short courses for adults. 

(2) The curricula should include courses in domestic subjects, attendance at which 
might be either compulsory or optional for young workers according to circumstances. 

10. (1) 'Workers of both sexes should have equal rights of admission to all technical 
and vocational schools, provided that women and girls aje not required to engage 
continuously on work wnich on ground of health they are legallv prohibited from 
performing, a short period on such work for the purposes of training being, however, 
permissible. 

(2) Ajipropriate facilities for technical and vocational training should be provided 
for occupations in which women and girls are mainly employed, including domestic 
employments and activities. 

Part V.—Vocational training befori and during fmplovment, 

11. (1) Where the nature of the occupation, the methods of operation of the under¬ 
taking, the absence of an adequate sysWrn of apprenticeship and tradition.^ of crafts¬ 
manship, or other local circumstances, rnoJke it impossible for young persons to secure 
satisfactory vocational tiainiag while in employment, such training should be given in 
full-time schools before they enter employment. 

(2) Where young persons are given vocational training in the conditions referred 
to in the prevx'ding suli-paragraph, the practical training should be given in surround¬ 
ings as similar as possible to those of an actual undertaking and, where circumstances 
permit, should be completed by periods of practical work at the place of work. 

(3) Where vocational training is given during employment, it is desirable that 
separate workshops specially adapted for the purpose of giving training should be 
set Up within the undertaking wherever the size and organisation of the undertaking 
make such an arrangement practicahle, 

12. (1) Opportunities for extenclinrr their technical ajid trade knowledge by attend¬ 
ing part-time .supplementary couiscs should be provided tor all workers, whether or 
not they had received vocational training before entering employment. 

(2) These courses should, as far as possible, be held in establishments near to the 
place of employment or the workers’ liomes. 

(3) The curricula for these courses should be adjusted to the special requirements 
of (a) apprentices; {b) young workers for whom facilities should be provided to 
enable them to obtain better posts; (c) adult workers who wish to acquire a technical 
qualification or to extend or improve their technical or trade knowledge. 

(4) The time spent m attending supplementary courses by apprentices and other 
young w’orkers who are under an obligation to attend such courses should be included 
in normal working liours. 

Part VT.—Measi re.s roNCERNiNo co ordination and the supply of information. 

13. Close collaboration should be maintained between technical and vocational 
schools and the industries or other branches of activity concerned, particularly by the 
inclusion of emjiloyers iijid workers in the governing bodies of the schools or in advisory 
bodies to the schools. 

14. (1) Local or regional advisory committees should be established to ensure 
collaboration betw'een tbe competent administrative authorities and the technical ejid 
vocational educational institutions, public employment exchanges and organisations 
concerned, in particular the occupo.tional organisations of employers and workers, 

(2) The duties of these committees should be to advise the competent authorities— 

(a) on the promotion and co-ordination of official and private action in regard 
to vocational training, guidance and selection in- the locality or region ; 

B 2 
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(6) on the drawing up of curricula and the adjustment of such curricula to 
changes in practical requirements; 

(c) on the conditions of work of young persons who are receiving vocational 
training, whether in a technical or vocational school or in an undertaking, 
and, more particularly, on measures for ensuring— 

(i) that the work done by them is suitably restricted and is essentially 
of an educative character; and 

(ii) that the work of pupils in technical and vocational schools is not 
intended for commercial profit, 

15. (1) Measures should be taken to supply information to interested persons, by 
means of brochures, articles, talks, films, posters, visits to undertakings, exhibitions, 
etc., on the occupations for whicli young persons can obtain training corr^ponding 
with their inclinations and 3 f>titude 8 , on the conditions upon which such training can 
be obtained and the facilities that are Siccorded, and on the advantages offered by each 
type of training in relation to the prospects of employment and a future career. 

(2) The primary and secondary schools, vocational guidance offices, public employ¬ 
ment exchanges and technical and vocational educational institutions should collaborate 
in furnishing such information. 


Part VII.— Ceutiitcatis and mchanqes. 

16. (1) The qualifications required in the examination on termination of technical 
and vocational training for any given occupation should be uniformly fixed, and the 
certificates issued as a result of these examinations should be recognised thi'oughout 
the country. 

(2) It would be desirable for the occupational organisations of employers and 

workers to assist the competent authorities in the control of these examinations. 

(3) Persona of both sexes should have equal rights to obtain the same certificates 
and diplomas on completion of the same studies. 

17. (1) Regional, national and international exchanges of students who have com¬ 
pleted their training would bo desirable so aa to enable them to ax^quire wider 
knowledge and e.xperience. 

(2) The occupational organisations of employers and workers should, as far as 
possible, collaborate in oifranising these exchanges. 

Part VIII.— ^Teachino statf. 

18. (1) Teachers responsible for theoretical courses should be recruited from among 

persona with a, university degree or a diploma awarded after training in a technical 
school or teachers’ training college and should possess or acquire practical knowledge 
of the branch of activity for which they prepare pupils. 

(2) Teachers responsible for practical courses should be recruited from among 
persons qualified by practical experience, should have extensive experience of the 
subject they teach, ajid should be fully qualified as regards both theoretical knowledge 
of their subject and general culture. 

(3) Teachers recruited from industry and commerce should as far as possible receive 
special training for the purpose of developing their teaching ability and where necessary 
their theoretical knowledge and general culture. 

19. The following methods should be taken into consideration with a view to 

improve the qualifications of teachea’s and keeping their knowledge up-to-date : 

(a) the establishment of contacts between undertakings and the teachers respon¬ 

sible for giving practical training as, for instance, by the organisation of 
regular “refresher” periods of work; 

(3) the organisation by educational institutions of special courses which teachers 
may follow individually and short holiday courses for groups of teachers; 

(c) the granting, in special cases, of travelling or research scholarships or special 
leave with or without pay. 

20. Arrangements should be made between employers and educational authorities 
for the appointment of persons employed in industry and commerce as part-time 
teachers of special subjects. ^ 
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Appendix III. 

Draft Convention concerning the Regulation of Written Contraett of Emjiloymeni of 

Indigenous Workers. 

[Formal preamble has been omitted.] 

Article 1. 

For the purpose of this Convention— 

(а) the term “worker” means an indigenous worker, that is to say a worker 

belonging to or assimilated to the indigenous population of a dependent 
territory of a Member of the Organisation or l^longing to or assimilated 
to the dependent indigenous population of the home territory of a Member 
of the Organisation; 

(б) the term “employer” includes, unless the contrary intention appears, any 

public authority, individual, company or association, whether non-indigenous 
or indigenous; 

(c) the term “regulations” means the law and/or r^ulations in force in the 

territory concerned; and 

(d) the term “contract”, when used in an article following Article 3, means, 

unless the contrary intention appears, a contract which is required by 
Article 3 to be made in writing. 

Article 2. 

1. This Convention applies to contracts of employment by which a worker enters 
the service of an employer as a manual worker for remuneration in cash or in any 
other form whatsoever. 

2. The competent authority may exclude from the application of this Convention 
contracts by which a worker enters the service of an indigenous employer who does 
not employ more than a limited number of workers prescribed by the regulations or 
satisfy some other criterion prescribed thereby. 

3. This Convention does not apply to contracts of apprenticeship made in accordance 
with special provisions relating to apprenticeship contained in the regulations. 

4. The competent authority may, if necessary, exclude from the application of this 
Convention any contract of employment under which the only or principal remunera¬ 
tion granted to the worker is the occupancy or use of land belonging to his employer. 

Article 3. 

1. When a contract to which this Convention applies— 

(a) is made for a period of or exceeding six months or a number of working days 

equivalent to six months, or 

(b) stipulates conditions of employment which differ materially from those 

customary in the district of employment for similar work, 

the contract shall be made in writing. 

2. The method by which the worker shall indicate his assent to the contract 
bhall be prescribed by the regulations. 

3. If a contract which is required by paragraph 1 of this Article to be made in 
writing has not been made in writing it shall not be enforceable except during the 
maximum period permissible for contracts not made in writing, but each of the 
parties shall be entitled to have it drawn up in writing at any time prior to .the 
expiry of the period for which it was made. 

4. If the omission to make the contract in writing was due to the wilful aot or 
the negligence of the employer, the worker shall be entitled to apply to the competent 
authority for the cancellation of the contract and, in appropriate cases, to sue for 
damages. 


Atiiclt 

, contract shall be^ deemed to be binding on the family or dependants of 

the worker unless it contains an express provision to that effect. 

2; Th* •mployer shaU be responsible for tbe performance of any contract made 
by any penon acting on bit behalf. ' ««ivra<» maae 
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Article 5. 

1. Every contract ahall contain all such particulars as may be necessary ^ in 
conjunction with the provisions of the regulations to define the rights and obligation- 
of the parties. 

2. The particulars to be contained in the contract shall in all cases include : 

(a) the name of the employer or group of employers and where practicable 
of the undertaking and of the place of employment; 

{b) the name of the worker, the place of engagement and where practicable 
the place of origin of the worker, and any other particulars necessary 
for his identification; 

(c) the nature of the employment; 

(d) the duration of the employment and the method of calculating this duration; 

(c) the rate of wages ai^ method of calculation thereof, the manner and 

periodicity of payment of wages, the advances of wages, if any, and the 
manner of repayment of any such advances; 

{/) the conditions of repatriation; and 

(y) any special conditions of the contract. 

Article 6. 

1. Every contract shall be presented for attestation to a public officer, duly 
accredited for the purpose. 

2. Before attesting any contract the public officer shall—• 

(а) ascertain that the worker has freely consented to the contract and that 

his consent has not been obtained by coercion or undue influence or as 
the result of misrepresentation or mistake; and 

(б) satisfy himself that— 

(i) the contract is in due legal form; 

(ii) the terms of the contract are in accordance with the requirements of 

the regulations; 

(iii) the worker has fully understood the teims of the contract before signing 

it or otherwise indicating his assent; 

(iv) the provisions of the regulations relating to medical examination have 
been complied with; and 

(v) the worker declares himself not bound by any previous engagement. 

3. A contract which the public officer has refused to attest shall have no further 
validity. 

4. A contract which has not been presented to the public officer for attestation 
shall not be enforceable except during the maximum period permissible for contracts 
not made in writing, but each of the parties s-hall be entitled to have it presented 
for attestation at any time prior to the expiry of the period for which it was made. 

5. If the omission to present the contract for attestation was due to the wilful 
act or the negligence of the employer, the worker shall be entitled to apply to the 
competent authority for the cancellation of the contract and, in appropriate cas^, 
to sue for damages. 

6. Every contract shall be registered by the competent authority or a copy thereof 
shall be deposited with the said authority. 

7. The competent authority shall by the issue to the worker of a copy of the 
contract, of, a work-book, or of an equivalent document or token, or in such other 
manner as it may deem appropriate, take such measures as may be necessary to 
enable the worker— 

(n) to prove the existence and terms of the contract; and 
fo verify at any time the terms of the contract. 

Article 7. „ , - 

1. Every worker who enters into a contract shall be medically examined. 

< As a general rule the worker shall be medically examined and a medical ceHl- 
hcate issued before the attestation of the contract. ... 
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5. Where it haa not been poBsible for. the worker to be medically examined before 
the., attestation of the contract, the publio ofhcer who attests the contract shall 
endorse it to this effect and the worker shall be examined at the earliest possible 
opportunity* 

4, The cpmpetent^ authority, may exempt from the requirement of medical exami¬ 
nation workers entering into’contracts for— 

(a) employment in agricultural undertakings not employing more than a limited 
number of workers prescribed by the regulations; 

employment in the vicinity of the woriccrs' homes - 
(i) in agricultural work; 

(li) in non-agricultural work which the competent authority is satisfied is 
not of a dangerous character or likely to bo injurious to the health 
of the workers 

Article H 

1, A non-adult person whose apparent age is less than a minimum age to be 
prescribed by the regulations shall not be capable of entering into a contract. 

2 . A' non-adult person whose apparent age exceeds the mminiuitj age but is loss 
than a higher age to be prescribed by the regulations shall nut be capable of entering 
into a rontract except for employment in an occupation appm\ed by the competent 
authority as not being injurious to the moral or physical development of non-adults. 

Article, 9. 

The maximum period of service that may be stipulated in any contract, and 
the leave if any, to be granted during the period of the contract, shall be prescribed 
by the regulations. 


Article 10. 

1. The transfer of any contiact from one employer to another shall 'be subject to 
the consent of the worker and the endorsement of the transfer upon the contract 
by a public officer duly accredited for the purpose. 

2. Before endorsing the transfer upon the contract the pnbl c officer shall — 

(«) ascertain that the worker has freely consented to the transfer and that 
his consent has not been obtained by coercion or undue influence or as 
the result of misrepresentation or mistake; and 

(6) m such cases as may be prescribed by the regulations, satisfy himself 
that the requirements of Article 6, paragraph 2 [b) of this Convention 
have been fulfilled. 

Article 11. 

1. A contract shall be terminated— 

(n) by the expiry of the term for which it was made; or 

(6) by the death of the worker before the expiry of the term for which it was 
made. 

2. The termination of a contract by the death of a worker shall be without 
prejudice to the legal claims of his heirs or dependants. 

Article 12. 

1 . If the emplbyer is unable to fulfil the contract or if owing to sickness or 
accident the worker is unable to fulfil the contract, the contract shall be subject 
ta termination under conditions to be prescribed by the regulations, which shall 
include provisions safeguarding in such cases the right of the worker to any wages 
earned, any defen ed pay due to him, any compensation due to him in respect of 
accident or disease, and his right to repatriation. 

2. A contract shall be subject to termination by agreement between the parties 
under conditions to be prescribed by the regulations, which shall include provisions— 

(a) safeguarding the worker from the loss of his right to repatriation unless 
r the agreement for the termination of the contract otherwise provides; 

and ^ > 
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\b) requiring the competent authority to satisfy itself—• 

(i) that the worker has freely consented to the agreement and that his 
consent has not been obtained by coercion or undue influence or as 
the result of misrepresentation or mistake; and 
(ii) that all monetary liabilities between the parties have been settled. 

3. A contract shall be subject to termination on the application of either party 
in the cases and under conditions to be prescribed by the regulations, which shall 
include provisions prescribing— 

(а) the period of notice, if any, to be given by the party wishing to terminate 

the contract; and 

(б) an equitable settlement of monetai*y and other questions arising from such 

termination, including the questaon of repatriation. 

4. The ^sea in which a contract shall be subject to termination in accordance with 
the preceding paragraph shall include cases of ill-treatment of the worker by the 
employer. 

6, The regulations may prescribe other cases in which a cdhtract shall be subject 
to termination and may provide for cases in which the termination of a contract 
in accordance with this Article shall bo subject to the approval of the competent 
authority. 


Article IS. 


1. Every worker who is a party to a contract and who has been brought to the 
place of employment by the employer or by any person acting on behalf of the 
employer shall have the right to be repatriated at the expense of the employer to 
his place of origin or engagement, whichever is the nearer to the place of employ¬ 
ment, in the following cases : 

{a) on the expiry of the period of service stipulated in the contract; 

(b) on tbe termination of the contract by reason of the inability of the em¬ 

ployer to fulfil the contract; 

(c) on the termination of the contract by reason of inability of the worker 

to fulfil the contract owing to sickness or accident; 

{(I) on the termination of the contract by agreement between the parties unless 
the agreement otherwise provides; 

(e) on the termination of the contract on the application of either of the 
parties, unless the competent authority otherwise decides. 

2. Where the family of the worker has been brought to the place of employment 
by the employer or by any person acting on behalf of the employer, the family 
shall be repatriated at the expense of the employer whenever the worker is repatriated 
or in the event of his death. 


3. The expenses of repatriation shall include— 


(a) travelling and subsistence expenses during the journey; and 

(b) subsistence expenses during the period, if any, between tbe date of expiry 

of the contract and the date of repatriation. 

4. The employer shall not be liable for subsistence expenses in respect of any 
period during which the repatriation of the worker has been delayed_ 

(a) by the worker’s own choice; or 


(6) for reasons of force nuijewre, unless the employer has been able during 
the said period to use the services of the worker at the rate of wages 
stipulated in the expired contract. ^ 

sai^ fulfil hi* obligations in reepect of repatriation, the 

said obligations shall be discharged by the competent authority. 

Article 1^. 

tion'exp:Zr‘rn\h:‘SinrL^sT’‘’‘ 

(a) when the competent authority is satisfied^ 

worker, by a declaration in writfing or otherwise, has siimified 
that he does not wish to exercise hi. right to repata“ionT»^f 
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(ii) that the worker has been settled at his request or with his consent 
at or near the place of employment; 

{b) when the competent authority is satisfied that the worker, by his own 
choice, has. failed to exercise hie right to repatriation before the expiry 
of a prescribed period from the date of expiry or termination of the 
contract; 

(c) when the contract has been terminated by the competent authority in 
consequence of a fault of the worker; 

(r/) when the contract has been terminated otherwise than by reason of the 
inability of the worker to fulfil the contract owing to sickness or 
accident and the competent authority is satisfied— 

(i) that in fixing the rates of wages proper allowance has been made for 

the payment of repatriation expenses by the worker; and 

(ii) that suitable arrangements have been made by means of a system of 

deferred pay or otherwise to ensure that the worker has the funda 
necessary for the payment of such expenses. 

Article 16. 

1. The employer shall whenever possible provide transport for workers who are 
being repatriated. 

2. The competent authority shall take all necessary measures to ensure— 

(a) that the vehicles or vessels used for transport of workers are suitable 
for such transport, are in good sanitary condition and are not over¬ 
crowded ; 

{h) that when it is necessary to break the journey for the night, suitable 
accommodation is provided for the workers; 

(c) that when the workers have to make long journeys on foot, the length 
of the daily journey is compatible with the maintenance of their health 
and strength; and 

(r/) that in the case of long journeys, all necessary arrangements are made 
for medical assistance and for the welfare of the workers. 

3. When the workers ha\e to make long journeys in groups they shall be convoyed 
by a responsible person. 


Article 16. 

1. The maximum period of service that may be stipulated in any re-engagement 
contract made on the expiry of a contract shall be prescribed by the regulations, 
but shall as a general rule be shorter than that prescribed in pursuance of Article 
9 of this Convention. 

2. Where the period of service to be stipulated in any re-engagement contract, 
together with the period already served jrnder the expired contract, involves the 
separation of any worker from his family for more than eighteen months, the 
worker shall not begin the service stipulated in the re-engagement contract until 
he has had the opportunity to return home at the employer’s expense : Provided 
that the competent authority may grant exemption from this provision whenever 
its application is impracticable or undesirable. 

3. Except as provided in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article, all the provisions 
of the preceding articles shall apply to re engagement contracts : Provided that the 
competent authority may at its discretion exempt such contracts from the provisions 
of Article 6, paragraphs 1 to 5. and Article 7. 

Article 17. 

1. The competent authority shall, where necessary, cause concise summaries of 
the regulations relating to contracts to be printed in the official language or 
lan^ages of the territory concerned and in a language known to the workers and 
slmll make such summaries available to the employers and workers ooneemed. 

2. Where, necessary, the employer shall be required to post such summaries in a 
language known to the workers in conspicuous places. 
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Article 18. 

The regulations sliall' include adequate provi&ioha for the protection of workers 
when a contract made in one territory relates to employment in a territory under 
a different administration; 

Article 19. 

1. When a contract made in one territory (hereinafter called the territory of 
origin) relates to employment in a territory under a different administration (herein¬ 
after called the territory of employment), the provisions of. this Convention shall 
be applied in the following manner : 

(a) the attestation of the contract required by Article 6 shall take place 

before a public officer of the territory of origin before the worker leaves 
that territory; 

(6) the measures required by paragraph 7 of Article 6 shall be taken by the 
competent authority of the territory of origin; 

(c) the medical examination required by Article 7 shall take place at lateirt; 
at the place of the departure of the worker from the territory of origin; 

{(1) a non-adult person whose apparent age is less than . either the minimum 
age prescribed by the regulations of the territory of origin or the 
minimum age prescribed by the regulations of the territory of employ¬ 
ment shall not be capable of entering into a contract; 

(«f) the endorsement of a transfer on a contract by a public officer as required 
by Article 10 shall be made by an officer of the territory where the 
worker consents to the transfer; 

(/) the period of service stipulated in the contract shall not exceed either the 
maximum period prescribed by the regulations of the territory of origin 
or the maximum period prescribed by the regulations of the territory 
of employment; 

((/) the conditions under which the contract is subject to termination shall be 
determined by the regulations of the territory of employment; 

(A) if the employer fails to fulfil his obligations in res})ect of repatriation, the 
said obligations shall be discharged by the competent authority of the 
territory of employment; 

(j) the competent authority which may exempt the employer from liability for 
repatriation expenses shall be the competent authority of the territory 
of employment ; 

(;) the competent autliorities of the territories of origin and employment shall 
co-operate to ensure the application of paragraph 2 of Article 15; 

(A) the period of service stipulated in any re-engagement contract sihall not 
exceed either the maximum period prescribed by the regulations of the 
territory of origin or the maximum period prescribed by the regulations 
of the territory of employment. 

2. When the Convention is not in force for both the territory of origin and the 
territory of employment, the rules set forth in the preceding paragraph shall apply 
subject to the following provisions : 

(u) when the Convention is not in force for the territory of employment, the 
public officer of the territory of origin shall not attest the contract 

unless he is satisfied that the worker will be entitled in the territory 

of employment, either in virtue of the regulations of that territory or 
in virtue of tlie terms of the contract, to the rights and protection 
specified in Articles 10 to 16 of the Convention; 

[b) when the Convention is not in force for the territory of origin, the matters 

which sub-paragraphs (a), (6) and (c) of paragraph 1 of this Article 
require tx) be dealt with by the competent' authority of the territory ot 
origin shall be dealt with by the competent authority of the territory 

• - employment unles the latter authority is satisfied that they have in 

' ' 5?*^^ dealt , with in accordance with the terms of the Convention by 

the competent authority of the territory of Origin. 
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3. The competent authorities of the territories of origin and of employment shall, 
whenever necessary or desirable, enter into agreements for the purpose of regulating^ 
matters of common concern arising in connection with the application of the provi¬ 
sions of this Convention, and may in any such agreement derogate from the provisions 
of paragraph 1 of this Article in respect of contracts made in one territory party 
to the agreement for employment in another such territory. 

Article SO. 

1. This Convention does not apply to contracts entered into before the coming 
into force of the Convention for the territory where the question of its applicability 
arises. 

2. The denunciation of this Convention shall not affect rights or obligations arising 
from contracts entered into before the denunciation took effect. 

Articlt tl. 

The formal ratifications of this Convention shall be communicated bo the Secretary- 
General of the I..eague of Nations for registration. 

Article Si. 

1. In respect of the territories referred to in Article 35 of the Constitution of 
the International Labour Organisation, each Member of the Organisation which 
ratifies this Convention shall append to ite ratification a declaration stating— 

{a) the territories to which it undertakes to apply the provisions of the 

Convention without modification; 

[h) the territories to which it undertakes to apply the provisions of the 

Convention subject to modifications, together with details of the said 
modifications; 

(c) the territories to which the Convention is inapplicable and in such cases 
the grounds on which it is inapplicable; 

{(I) the territories in respect of which it reserves its decision. 

2. The undertakings referred to in sub paragraphs V/) and {(>) of f aragrnph 1 of 

this Article shall be deemed to be an integral part of the ratification and shall have 
the force of ratification. 

3. Any Memlx^r may by a subsequent declaration cancel in whole or in part any 

reservations made in its or.ginal declaration in virtue of sub-paragraphs (h), (c) or {d) 
of paragraph 1 of this Article. • 

Article iS. 

1. This Convention shall be binding only upon those Members of the International 
Labour Organisation ^^hose ratifications have been registered with the Secretary- 
General. 

2. It shall come into force twelve months after the date on which the ratifications of 
two Members have been registered with the Secretary-General. 

3. Thereafter, this Convention shall come into force for any Member twelve months 
after the date on which its ratification has been registered. 

Article H. 

1. A Member which has ratified this Convention may denounce it after thei 
expiration of ten years from the date on which the Convention first comes into force, 
by an act communicated to the Secretary-General of the League of Nations for regis¬ 
tration. Such denunciation shall not take effect until one year after the date on 
which it is registered. 

2. Each Member which has ratified this Convention and which does not, within the 
year following the expiration of the period of ten years mentioned in the preceding 
p^^graph, exercise the, right if denunciation provided for in this Article^, will be bound 
for another period of ten years and, thereafter, may denounce, this Convention at th« 
expiration oi each period of ten years under the terms provided for in this Article 



1040 


LBoULATlVl ABSlBfBLY 


f26Ta Nov. 1040 


Article 55- 

1 The Secretary-General of the League of Nationa aWl notify the Krwstor of the 
iLaf LaW Office and all the Members of the International Labour Organisa- 
nf thrleefs'^ation of all ratifications and denunciations communicated to him by 

accordance with the provisions of Article 22 of this Convention. 

£ S-L?:i ft. J-t. “V" -wi. af .mU. 

into force. 

Article. 26. 


At the expiration of each period of ten years after the coming into force of this 
Convention, the Governing Body of the International Labour Office shall present to the 
General Conference a report on the working of this Convention and shall consider 
the desirability of placing on the agenda of the Conference the question of its revision 
in whole or in part. 

Article 27. 

1. Should the Conference adopt a new Convention revising this Convention in whole 
or in part,-then, unless the new Convention otherwise provides, 

(xi) the ratification by a Member of the new revising Convention shall ipso jure 
involve the immediate denunciation of this Convention, notwithstanding the 
provision of Article 24 above, if and when the new revising Convention 
shall have come into force; 

(6) as from the date when the new revising Convention comes into force this 
Convention shall cease to be open to ratification by the Members. 

2. This Convention shall in any case remain in force in its actual form and content 
for those Members which have ratified it but have not ratified the revising Convention. 


Article 28. 


The French and English texts of this Convention shall both be authentic. 

Appendix IV. 

Recovimendation concerning the maximum length of written contracts v/ employment of 

indigenous workers. 

[Formal preamble has been omitted.] 

The Conference, 

Having adopted the Contracts of Employment (Indigenous Workers) Convention, 
1939, Article 9 of which provides that “the maximum period of service that may be 
stipulated in any contract, and the leave, if any, to be granted during the period of 
the contract, shall be prescribed by the regulations” ; and 

Desiring to supplement this provision by a statement of principles which appear 
well fitted to guide the policy of the Members concerned in fixing the maximum period 

of service in different cases and by suggestions regarding the maxima which might 

be fixed in such cases; 

Recommends that each Member of the International Labour Organisation which 
ratifies the Contracts of Employment (Indigenous Workers) Convention, 1939, should 
take the following principles into consideration in fixing the maximum period of service 
provided for in Article 9 of the Convention : 

1. The maximum period of service should always be as short as possible, and 

should be shorter when the workers will be separated from their families during the 

penod of service than when they are accompanied by their families. 

2. (1) The maximum period of service for employments not involving a long and 
expensive journey by land or sea should in no case exceed twelve months if the 
workers are not accompanied by their families or two years if the workers are accom¬ 
panied by their families. 
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(2) The maximum period of service for employments involving a long and expensive 
journey by or sea, should in no case exceed two years if the workers are not 

accompanied by their families or three years if the workers are accompanied by their 
families. 

3. Exceptions to the a^vo maxima should be made only in the case of workers 

accompanied by their families and where it is intended, with the prior consent of the 
workers, to settle them with their families at or near the place of employment. 

4. Where the period of service is twelve months or more, the worker should be 
granted a holiday with pay of at least one week. 

Appendi-x V. 

Draft Convention concerning penal •sanctions for breaches of coolracts of ertyployment by 

xndxoenouA workers. 

[Formal preamble has been omitted. ( 

Article 1. 

1 . This Convention applies to all contracts by which a worker belonging to or 
assimilated to the indigenous population of a dependent territory of a Members of the 
Organisation, or belonging to or assimilated to the dependent indigenom population of 
the home territory of a Member of the Organisation, enters the service of any public 
authority, individual, company or association, whether nouindigenous or indigenous, 
for remuneration in cash or in any other form whatsoever. 

2. For the purpose of this Convention the term “breach of contract” means— 

(а) any refu.sal or failure of the worker to commence or perform the service 

stipulated in the contract; 

(б) any neglect of duty or lack of diligence on the part of the w'orker; 

(c) the absence of the worker without permi.^sion or valid reason ; and 

(d) the desertion of the worker. 

Article 2. 

1. All penal sanctions for any breach of contract to which this Convention applies 
shall be abolished progressively and as soon as possible. 

2. All penal sanctions for any such breach by a non-adult person whose apparent 
age is less than a minimum age lo he prescribed by law' or regulations shall be 
abolished immediately. 


Article 5 . 

1. This Convention shall be binding only upon those Members of the International 
Labour Organisation whose ratifications have been registered with the Secretary-General. 

2. It shall come into force twelve months after the date on which two Members of 
the Organisation have registered with the Secretary-General ratifications to which are 
appended, in accordance with Article 4 of this Convention, declarations indicating 
territories to which they undertake to apply the provisions of the. Convention. 

3. Thereafter this Convention shall come into force for any Member twelve months 
after the date on which its ratification has been registered. 

Article 7. 

1. The Secretary-General of the League of Nations shall notify the Director of the 
International Labour Office and all the Members of the International Labour Organisa¬ 
tion of the registration of all ratifications and denunciations communicated to him by 
the Members of the Organisation and of declarations communicated to him in accord¬ 
ance with the provisions of Article 4 of this Convention. 

2. When notifying the Members of the Organisation of the registration of the second 
ratification communicated to him which fulfils the condition stated in Article 5, para¬ 
graph 2 of this Convention, the Secretary-General shall draw the attention of the 
Members of the Organisation to the date upon which the Convention will come into 
force. 
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A rticle S. 

i- oarh neriod of five voara after the coming into force of this 

At the e^cpiration of P tnteniationiil Labour Office shall present to the 

Convention the ^loverninK . .vorkinv; of this Convention and shall consider the 

ill whole or in part. 


Artirh 9. 

1. Should the Conference adopt a ne« Co.nenlion reviainK lhi« Convention in whole 
or in part, then, unless the new Convention otheiwiee pioviii.. 

(a) the ratification hr a Member of the new levWn^ * r''' 

involve (he immediate dennn,0011011 of Ihi.s Cm.veiifion, notwithstanding the 
provisions of Aifielo 6 al.ove. if and when the new ivvisniK Convention 
shall have come into force; 

(i) as from the date when (he new revising Convention eomes into foree this 
Convention shall cense to he open to ratification hy the Aiembers. 

2. This Convention shall in any ca.se rtmiain in forct* in its actual form and content 
for those Members which have ratinini it hnt have not ratified the revising Convention, 
[Note. —Articles 3, 4, 6 and 10 are identical with Articles 21, 22, 24 and 28 of the 
Draft Convention concerning the regulation of w’ritten contracts of employment of 
indigenous workers.] 

Appendix VI. 

Recommendation concernin<j labour inspectorates for indigenous workers. 


[Formal preamble has been omitted.] 

The Conference, 

Having adopted the Contracts of Kinployment (Indigenous Workers) Convention, 
1939, and 

Considering that the law or regulations relating to the employment of indigenous 
workers can only be satisfactorily administered by labour inspection services. 

Recommends that the Members of the International Labour Organisation concerned 
should establish labour inspection services in any territories where such services do not 
already exist. 


Appendix VII. 

Recommeridotion concerning apprenticeship, 

[Formal preamble ha.s been omitted.] 

The Conference, 

Having adopted the Vocational Training Recommendation, 1959, which enumerates 
the principles and methods which should be applied with regard to the organisation 
of such training j 

Considering that of the various methods of vocational training apprenticeship raise.s 
special problems, particularly because it is given in undertakings and involves contractual 
relations between master and apprentice; 

Considering that the efficacy of apprenticeship largely depends on the satisfactory 
definition and observance of the conditions governing apprenticeship and, in particular, 
of those relating to the mutual rights and obliirations of master and apprentice; 

Recommends that each Member should take into consideration the following 
principles and rules : 

1. For the purpose of the present Recommendation the expression “apprenticeship” 
means any system by which an employer undertakes by contract to employ a young 
person and to train him or have him trained systematically for a trade for' a period 
the duration of which has been fixed in advance and in the course of which the 
apprentice is bound to work in the employer’s service. 

2. (1) Measures should be taken to make apprenticeship as effective as possible 
in trades in which this system of training seems necessary. These trades should be 
designated in each country, having regard to the degree of skill and the length of 
the period of practical training required. 
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^ (2) Subject' to there being gufficient co-ordination to guarantee uniformity in the 

degree of skill required and in the methods and conditiomi of apprenticeship within 
elwjh trade throughout tlw^ country, the measures refevied to in the preceding sub- 
paragraph may be taken by laws or regulations, or by decisions of public bodies 
entrusted with the control of apprenticeship, or in virtue of collective agreements, or 
by a combination of the al)ove methods. 

^ 3. (1) The measures rt‘terred to in the preceding paragraph should make provision 

in respect of— 

la) the technical and other qualifications required of employers in order that 
they may make and train apprentices; 

(/;) the conditions governing the entry of young persons into apprenticeship 
and 

(r) the mutual rights and oubgat-ous of ina.ster and ipor. nt’ce. 

(2) In making such pro\ i.-iuii »on'-idei at on .should be given moie oarticulaily to 
the following pnnciple.s : 

(fl) An employer taking apprentices should fitlici huust f be (juahfied Lo give 
adequate traiiiiiig or u* in .i po ition to pio.ide .'• leh tiaiiing by .sonic 
other person in Ins service with the ntM e.-.sary tpi.dilicalioii.s, and the 
undertaking iti which the training is to be given should be such as will 
permit of the apprentice vsecuriiig a proper training in the trade to be 
learnt. 

(h) Vouiig persons should not be allowed to enter into apprenticeship iimil they 
have reachetl a fixed age, vvhiih sliould not be below th* age at which 
school attendance cea-ses to be compulrory. 

(c) Where the minimum standard of general ediu atuui leiiuired for entry into 
apprenticeship is higher than that normally attaimd at the end of the 
period of compulsory school attendance, this minimum standard should be 
fixed with due regard to the valuations in requirements of different trades. 

(r/) Entry into apprenticeship should in every ease bi* subject to a medical 
examination, and where the tr.ide in view' (alls for special physical qualities 
or mental aptitudes these should be specified and te.'ted by special tests. 

(e) Provision should be made for the registration of apprentices with ai)propriate 

bodies and, wdiore necessary, for the control ot their number. 

{/) Arrangements should be made to facilitate the transfer of an appientice 
from one employer lo another in eases where transfer appears necessary 
or desirable m order to avoid interruption of the appienticeshii> or to 
complete the training of the apiireiitice or for some other reason. 

/(/) The duration of apprenticeship, imluding that of the probatioiuuy period 
should be detenniried in ad\ance, any prior training undergone by the 
apjuciitice in a technical or vocational school being duly taken into aceouiit. 

(4) Provision should be made for the holding of examinations oi apprentices on 
the expiry of the period of appieiiliceship and, where necessary, in the 
course of apprenticeship, for determining the nn thods of organi^^iiig such 
exainiiiatioiis, and for the issue of certificates bused on the results thereof. 
The qualifications required in sUch examinations for any given trade should 
be uniformly fixed, and the certificates issued as a result of such examina¬ 
tions should be recognised throughout the country. 

(f) Supervision should be established over aj>prcnticc.ship, particularly with a 

view to ensuring that the rules governing apprenticeship are observed, that 
the training given is satisfactory and that there is reasonable uniformity 
in the conditions of apprenticeship. 

(y) Any requirements of form to be complied with by the contract of apprentice¬ 
ship and the terms to be contained or implied in it should be specified 
as for instance by the drawing up of a standard contract, and the procedure 
for the registration of contracts with the bodies referred to under (c) above 
should be determined. 

4. (1) Provision should be made in the contract of apprenticeship as to how 
any remuneration in cash or otherwise due to the apprentice should be determined 
and as to the scale of increase in remuneration during the course of the apprentice- 



1044 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


[26th Nov. 1940 


(2) Where there are no laws or regulations upon the subject, or the laws or 
regulations do not apply to apprentices, provision should also be made in the oontracA 
of apprenticeship in re8pe9t of— 

(а) the remuneration referred to in sub-paragraph (1) above during siokneaa; 

and 

(б) holidays with pay. 

5. (1) It would be desirable that the parties concerned in apprenticeship and 
more particularly, the organisations of employers and workers should collaborate 
with the official bodies responsible for the supervision of apprenticeship. 

(2) Close collaboration shyuld be maintained between the bodies responsible for 
the supervision of apprenticeship and the general nad vocational education authorities, 
vocational guidance institutions, public employment exchanges and labour inspection 
authorities. 

6 . This recommendation does not apply to the apprenticeship of seamen. 


Appindix VIII. 

Draft Convention concerning the recruitment, placing and conditions of labour of 
migrants for employment. 

[Formal preamble has been omitted.] 

Article 1. 

Elach Member of the International Labour Organisation which ratifies this Con¬ 
vention undertakes that it will— 

(а) enact and enforce penalties for the repression of— 

(i) misleading propaganda relating to emigration or immigration; and 

(ii) propaganda relating to emigration or immigration which propaganda is 
contrary to national laws or regulations; and, 

(б) exercise supervision over advertisements, posters, pamphlets and other forms 

of publicity relating to employment in one territory which is offered to 
persons in another territory. 


Article B. 


1 Each Member which ratifies this Convention undertakes to maintain, or satisfy 
itself, that there is maintained, and adequate service to supply information and 
give assistance to emigrants and in migrants. 

2. This service shall be conducted— 


(a) by the public authorities; or 

(ft) by one or more voluntary organisations not conducted with a view to nrofit 
approved for the purpose by the public authorities, and subject to the 
supervision of the said authorities; or ^ 

(c) partly by the public authorities and partly by one or more 

plragraph“"° conditions stated in sub-paragraph (ft) of this 


Article S. 


1. Each Member which ratifies this Convention undertakA. * • 

unco with the provisions of this Article the following operations : * 

(a) recruitment, that is to say— 

(i) the engagement of a person in one territorv on behalf nf i 

another territory, or ^ ^ employer m 

.‘"S'Xwirravxr”• ‘“"•'v •» i.-d....» 
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(6) introduction, that is to say any operations for ensuring or facilitating the 
arrival in or admission to a territory of persons who have been recruited 
within the meaning of sub-paragraph {a) of this paragraph; and 

(c) placing, that is to say any operations for the purpose of supplying an 
employer with the labour of persons who have been introduced within the 
meaning of sub-paragraph (6) of this paragraph. 

2. The right to engage in the operations enumerated in paragraph 1 of this 
Article shall be restricted to— 

(a) public employment exchanges or other public bodies of the territory in which 
the operations take place; 

{b) public lK)dies of a territory other than that in which the operPitions take 
place which are authorised to operate in that territory by an agreement 
between the Governments concerned; 

(c) any body established in accordance with the terms of an international in¬ 
strument ; 

{d) the prospective employer or a person in his service acting on his behalf; 
and 

(e) private employment agencies, whether fee-charging or not, which are not 
conducted with a view to profit. 

3. Tho right to engage in the operations enumerated in paragraph 1 of this Article 
shall be subject to the prior authorisjition of the competent authority of the terri¬ 
tory where the said operations are to take place in such cases and under such condi¬ 
tions as may be prescribed by the laws or regulations of that territory or by agreement 
between the country of emigration and the country of immigration. 

4. The competent authorities of the territory where the operations take place 
s)?all supervise the activities of bodies and persona to whom authorisations have been 
issued in pursuance of the proceeding paragraph. 

Article 4- 

1. Each Member ratifying this Convention which maintains a system of super¬ 
vision over ('ontracts of employment between an employer, or person acting on his 
behalf, and a migrant for employment which are concluded before the departure of tho 
migrant undertakes to require contracts subject to such supervision to comply with 
the provisions of this Article. 

2. The contract shall be drawn up in or translated into a language which, the 
migrant understands. 

culars"^^^ addition to any other terms, specify the following parti- 

(<?) the duration of the contract and if the contract is renewable the method of 
renewal, or in the case of a contract of indeterminate duration the pro¬ 
cedure for the denunciation of the contract and the notice of denunciation 
required ; 

^’’report-*' migrant is required to 

(c) the method of meeting the travelling expenses— 

(i) of tho migrant on the outward journey; 

(ii) of the migrant on the retuni journey, if such journey takes place on 

the expiry of the period for which the contract wms concluded or before 
the expiry of the said period in consequence of the denunciation or 
termination of the contract not due to the fault of the migrant; 

(iii) of members of the migrant’s family authorised to accompany him to 
or join him in the country of immigration; 

(rf) any deductions which the employer may make from remuneration in accord¬ 
ance with tho laws or regulations of the country of immigration or an 
agreement between the country of uiigi^ation and the country of immi¬ 
gration ; 
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(e) the housing conditions, if housing is to be provided or obtained by the 
employer j 

(/) any arrangements to ensure the maintenance of the migrant’s family in the 
country of origin, more particularly with a view to preventing desertion 
of his family by the migrant. 

Article 5. 

Each Member which ratifies this Convention undertake to take measures to 
ensure that’, if any migrant introduced into its territory fails, for a reason for which 
he is not responsible, to secure the employment for which he has been recruited, or 
an equivalent employment, the cost of his return and that of the members of his 
family, including administrative fees, transport and maintenance charges to the 
'final destination, and charges for the transport of household belongings, does not fall 
upon the migrant. 

Article 6. 

1. Each. Member which ratifies this Convention undertakes that it will apply to 
foreigners treatment no less favourable than that which it applies to its own nationals 
with respect to the following matters : 

{a) in so far as such matters arc regulated by law or regulations or are subject 
to the control of administrative authorities— 

(i) conditions of work and more particularly remuneration, and 

(ii) the right to be a member of a trade union; 

(h) employment taxes, dues or contributions payable by the person employed; 
and 

(c) legal proceedings relating to contracts of employment. 

2. The quality of treatment provided for in the preceding paragraph ifiay be 
granted subject to reciprocity, which shall be deemed to exist ; 

{a) as between all Members bound by this Convention; and 

(h) as between each. Member bound by this Convention and any other State 
with which it has concluded a reciprocity agreement relating to the matter 
in question. 


Article 7. 

tools belonging to recruited migrants for employment and 
members of their families shall be exempt from customs duties on arrival in the 
country of immigration. 

belonging to migrants for employment and members 
of their families shall be exempt from customs duties on the return of the said 

oTtreb .SurnThf™. of ‘hot country 

Article 8, 

This Convention does not apply to— 

or from one territory of a 

Member to another territory of the same Member; ^ 

(h) fcoot'CT workers whose place of employment is in the territory of one State 
and whose place of residence is in the territory of anothS State; 

(c) seamen; 

Article 1$, 

IntlrnIttn!rilho«r®S'and‘an th?®M “r*" °f the 

tion of the rceistratioTof aU^at firaL^, ^nd”d°* f"te™»tional Labour Organisa- 
the Members of the Organisation * " ^ denunciations communicated to him by 
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2. When notifying the Members of the Organisation of the regiatration of the 
second ratification communicated to him, the Secretary-General shall draw the atten¬ 
tion of the Members of the Organisation to the date upon which this Convention will 
oome into force. 


Article IJf. 

1. Should the Conference adopt a new Convention revising this Convention in 
whole or in part, then, unless the new Convention otherwise provides, 

(a) the ratification by a Member of the new revising Convention shall ipso jure 
involve the immediate denunciation of this Convention, notwithstanding 
the provisions of Article 11 above, if and when the new revising Conven¬ 
tion shall have come into force; 

(/;) as from the date when the new revising Convention comes into force this 
Convention shall cease to be open to ratification by the Members. 

2. This Convention shall in any case remain in force in its actual form and content 
Tor those Members which have ratified it but have not ratified the revising Conven¬ 
tion. 

[Note. —Articles 9, 10, 11, 13 and 15 are identical with articles 21, 23, 24, 26 
und- 28 of the Draft Convention concerning th« regulation of written contracts of 
employment of indigenous workers.] 


Appendix IX. 

Recommendation roncenung the recruitment, jincing and conditions of labour of 

migrants for employment. 

[Formal preamble has been omitted.] 

The Conference, 

Having adopted the Migration for Employment Convention, 1959, and 

Desiring to supplement its provisions by a Recommendation; 

Recommends as follows : 

I. 

1. (1) For the purpose of this Recommendation— 

(a) the term “recruitment” means : 

(i) the engagement of a person in one territory on behalf of an employer in 
another territory, or 

,(ii) the giving of an undertaking to a person in one territory to provide him 
with employment in another territory, 
together with the making of any arrangements in connection with the 
operations mentioned in (i) and (ii) including the seeking for and selection 
of would-be emigrants and the preparation for departure of the emi 
grants; 

\6) the term “introduction” means any operations for ensuring or facilitating 
the arrival in or admission to a territory of persons who have been recruit¬ 
ed within the meaning of (a); 

{r) the term “placing” means any operations for the purpose of supplying an 
employer with the labour of persons who have been introduced within the 
meaning of (6). 

■*2) This Recommendation does not apply to— 

(n) migration within the territory of a Member or from one territory of a 
Member to another territory of the same Member; 

(5) frontier workers whose place of employment is in the territory of one State 
and whose place of residence is in the territory of another State; 

(r) seamen ; 

{d) indifrenons workers as defined in Article 2 (6) of the Recruiting of Indige¬ 
nous Workers Convention, 1936. 
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2. The service provided in each country to supply information and g.ve assistance 
to migrants should have the following duties : 

(o) to supply information to migrants anJ ^ ‘ language which they can. 

interest to them in their capacity as migrants, 

(b) to provide facilities for migrants and their fam^ilies with regard 

fulfilment of administrative formalities and other steps to be taken in 
connection with their departure, journey, admission into the country ot 
destination, residence there and, should the case arise, return to the 
country of origin. 


3. There should, whenever possible, be a reasonable interval between the publi¬ 
cation and coming into force of any modification of the conditions on which emi¬ 
gration or immigration or the employment of foreigners is permitted in order that these- 
conditions may bo notified in good time to persons who are preparing to emigrate, 

4. Provision should be made for th' display at the places of departure, transit and 
arrival, of the texts of the principal measures referred to in the preceding paragraph 
or of notices relating thereto in the languages most commonly known to the migrants. 


III. 


5. (1) With a view to safeguarding the interests of migrants for employment and 

ensuring the equilibrium of the employment market, the competent authorities of the 
country of emigration and the countiV of immigration .should, when the volume of 

migration justifies it, recpiire applications for the recruitment and introduction of 

migrants for employment to be submitted in advance for examination and endorsement. 

(2) Before authorising the introduction of migrants for employment the country 
of immigration should ascertain whether there is not a sufficient number of capable' 
persons already available to do the work in question. 

6. (1) The conditions under which authorisations for the recruitment, introduc¬ 
tion or placing of migrants for employment are granted and maintained in force 
should be determined either by national laws or regulations or by agreement between 
the country of emigration and the country of immigation. 

(2) The per.sons to whom or bodies to which authori.sations are granted should 

furnish guarantees, which might take the form of a deposit, for the payment of 
compen.sation in respect of any damage suffered by a migrant for employment through' 
the fault of the said persons or bodies. 

7. (1) Any intermediary who undertakes the recruitment, introduction or placing 
of migrants for employment on behalf of an employer should be required to obtain 
a written warrant from the employer or .some other document proving that he is 
aiting on the employer’s behalf. 

(2) This document should be drawn up in, or translated into, the official language 
of the country of emigration, and should .set forth all necessarv- particulars concern¬ 
ing the employer, concerning the nature and scope of the recruitment, introduction 
or placing which the intermediary is to undertake, and concerning the employment 
offered, including the remuneration offered. 


8. (1) It is desirable that in each country where migrants for employment are 
recruited, introduced or placed, the competent authorities should fix maximum scalea 
for the expenditure that may be charged to the migrant or to his employer in 
respect of recruitment, introduction (including maintenance during the journey), 
placing, repatriation or any other operations connected therewith. 

(2) The expenditure mentioned in the preceding sub-paragraph should not, as a 
rule, be borne by the migrant and in all cases any deductions from remuni-ration 
which the employer may make for this purpose should be limited by national laws 
of i^igraTion”^ agreement between the country of emigration and the country 


9. (1) Intending migrants for 
before their departure from the 


employment should, as far as possible, be examined' 
country of emigration by a representative of the- 
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■country of immigration responsible for satisfying himself that they are eligible for 
admission into that country. 

(2) Tf recruitment tak('s place on a sufficiently large scale to be considered as 
collective recruitment under the law or regulations of the country of emigration, an 
expert offirial of that country should be present. 

(3) Ft is de.sirabh' that the exaniination.s and the recruitment referred to in the 
preceding sub paragraphs of this paragraph should, as far as possible, be carried out 
in the neighbourhood of the intending migrant’s home, 

10. (1) 'the meffubcrs of the family of a migrant for employment who desire to 
accompany or join him should rei'civc special facilities for this purpose, more parti¬ 
cularly— 

(n) priority over other applications for permission to leave the country of emi¬ 
gration and to enter and reside in the fountry of immigration; 

{h) n simplification of the a<lministrative formalitit's atul a reduction in the 
payments required either for leaving thi* country of emigration or for 
entering and residing m the countiv of iininigiatioii. 

(2) For the purpose of this |>aragraph the members of the family of a migrant for 
employment should be deemed to consist of his wife and minor children and of 
other members of bis family dependent upon him. 

IV. 

11. Equality of treatm. iit for nationals and foreigners, .is laid down in Article 6 
of the Migration for Employment Convention, 1939, should be applied as far as 
possible to all forcigaer^. 

12. (1) Foreigners authorised to reside in a territory with a view to employment, 

and the members of their families authorised to accompany or join them, should as 

far as possible be admitted to employment in the same conditions as nationals. 

(2) In countries in which tlie employment of foreigners authorised to be employed 
^here is subject to restrictions, these restrictions should as far as possible : 

[a] cease to be applud to such persons who have regularly resided in the country 
for a period, the length of wliich should not, as a rule, exceed five years; 
and 

(/>) he wavied. without any condition as to length of residence, in favour ot 

the wife and children of an age to work who have beiui authorised to 

.'iccompany or join the migrant. 

13. It is desirable that Members which have not ratified the International Labour 
•(.’onventions relating to social insurance should grant to foreign employed persons 
and their &urvivoi\s the treatment defined in the said Conventions. 

14. (1) It is desirable that, in countries where the number of immigrants for em¬ 
ployment IS sulficiently large, the conditions of employment of such immigrants should 
be specially supervised, such supi-rvisiou bring undertaken according to circumstances 
either by a special ins|)ection service or by labour inspectors or other officials specialis¬ 
ing in tills work. 

(2) The administrative services entrusted with the supervision referred to in the 
[ULcediiig sub-paragraph should co-operate as far as possible with voluntary organisa¬ 
tions for the assistance of migrants which have been approved by the authorities. 


V. 

15. (1) When a foreign employed person has been regularly admitted to the territory 
of a State the said State should, as far as possible, refrain from removing such 
person or tlio Members of family from its territory on account of his lack of means 
or the state of the employment market, unless an agreement to this effect has been 
concluded between this country and the country of origin. 

(2) A State which feels obliged to remove from its territory, for the reasons 
indicated in the previous sub paragraph, foreign employed persons who have been 
regularly admitted or members of the families of such persons should at all events— 

{a) take into account the length of time the said persons have been in its territory 
and ill no case remove persons who have been there for more than five 
years; 
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{b) satisfy itself that the person concerned has exhausted his rights to un> 
employment insurance benefit; 

(c) satisfy itself that the person concerned has been given reasonable notice so- 

as to give him time, more particularly, to dispose of his property; that 
suitable arrangements have been made for his transport and that of the 
members of his family; and that the necessary arrangements have been 
made to ensure that he and the members of his family are treated in a 
humane manner; 

(d) satisfy itself that the costs of the return of the employed person and the 

members of his family and of the transport of their household belonging® 
to their final destination shall not fall on him. 

16. When migrants for employment or members of their families who have retained 
the nationality of their State of origin return there, that country should admit such 
f-*ersons to the benefit of any measures in force for the granting of poor relief and 
unemployment relief, and for promoting the re-employment of the unemployed, by 
exempting them from the obligation to comply with any condition as to previous 
residence or employment in the country or place. 


Appendix X. 

liecommendation concerning co-operation between States relating to the recruitmenty 
'placing and conditions of labour of migrants for employment. 

[Formal preamble has been omitted.] 

The Conference, 

Having adopted the Migration for Employment Convention, 1939, and the Migra¬ 
tion for Employment Recommendation, 1939; 

Recommends as follows : 

1. Members between which the volume of migration is fairly considerable or 
between which collective migration takes place, should supplement the measures- 
which they take to ensure the application of the provisions of the Migration for Em¬ 
ployment Convention, 1939, and the Migration for Employment Recommendation, 1939, 
by concluding bilateral or plurilateral agreements which might usefully deal, accord¬ 
ing to circumstances, with the following questions : 

{a) the supply of information to migrants for employment and the exchange of 
information between the competent Government departments; 

(6) the repression of illegal and misleading propaganda; 

(c) the issue of certificates and identification papers required by migrants for 
employment and the recognition in the territory of each of the contracting 
parties of the validity of such documents and of contracts of employment 
issued or concluded in the territory of another party ; 

{d) the methods of recruitment, introduction and placing of migrants for em¬ 
ployment ; 

(e) the methods of preventing the separation of families or the desertion of 
their families by migrants for employment, of facilitating the reunion 
of families and of securing that the migrant will carry out any legal 
obligations which he may have towards dependants in the country of 
origin; 

(/) any measures which may be necessary to enable migrants for employment 
to take the money they require out of the country of emigration and to 
transfer their savings to the country of origin, and the adoption of the 
most favourable exchange rate for such money and savings; 

(gf) the repatriation of migrants for employment and their families and the 
method of covering the cost thereof; 

[h) the guarantees subject to which the nationals of one of the contracting 

States residing in the territory of another may be recruited for under 
takings situated in non-metropolitan territories under the administration 
of the latter; 

(i) the settlement of pension rights of migrants for employment under old-age,. 

invalidity and survivors’ insurance scheme if the maintenance of sueb 
rights is not otherwise provided for as between the States concerned. 
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2. Apart from or in addition to the agreements referred to in the preceding para¬ 
graph, Members should co-operate in the practical solution of problems concerning 
the recruitment, placing and conditions of labour of migrants for employment, more 
particularly by such of the following methods as may be appropriate in the circum¬ 
stances : 

(а) the drafting of standard forms of application and contract for the recruit¬ 

ment and introduction of migrants for employment; 

(б) the determination and revision of the quotas of nationals of one country 

who may be introduced into the territory of another during a year or 
season, and, if necessary, their distribution by sex, age and occupation; 

(c) agreement on a procedure of co-operation with a view to the recruitment and 

the protection of the interests of migrants for employment; 

(d) periodical meetings of a joint committee of the country of emigration and 

the country of immigration for the application or adaptation of proposals 
or measures for the recruitment, introduction, placing employment, pro¬ 
tection, and, where the case arises, repatriation of migrants for employ¬ 
ment and their families. 


Appendix XI. 

Draft Convention concerning the. Regulation of Hours of Work and Re^t Periods in 

Road Transport. 

[Formal preamble has been omitted.] 

Article 1. 

1. This Convention applies to— 

(a) persons who drive in a professional capacity a road transport vehicle; and 
{h) attendants and other persons who travel with a road transtx)rt vehicle in a 
professional capacity connected with the vehicle, its pa^ssengers or its load. 

2. For the purpose of this Convention the term “road transport vehicle*’ includes 
all vehicles, whether publicly or privately own<id, propelled bv mechanical power, 
induding trams, trolley-cars and trailers drawn by mechanically-propelled vehicles, 
which are engaged in the transport of pa»ssengers or goods by a public highway for 
payment or for the purposes of the undertaking operating the‘\ehiclc. 

Art/cle 2 

The competent authority may exempt from the application of this Convention— 

(a) persons who drive or travel with private vehicles used solely for personal 

services; 

[h] per.sons who drive or travel with vehicles engaged in— 

(i) transport by agricultural or forestry undertakings in so far as such 

transport is direcly connected with and exclusively used for the work 
of the undertaking; 

(ii) the transport of sick and injured persons by hospitals and nursing 

homes; 

(iii) transport for the purposes of national defence, police services and 

other transport effected in the administration of public authority; 

(iv) transport for rescue or sa.lvage work. 

Article 3. 

The competent authority may exclude from the application of all or any of the 
provisions of this Convention owners of vehicles and members of their families who 
are not employed for wages, or prescribed classes of such persons, if and so long as 
the authority— 

(a) is satisfied that such exclusion will not— 

(i) expose to unreasons,ble competition the conditions of employment of 
the persons to whom the provisions in question remain applicable; or 

(ii) expose to unreasonable risk of accident the persons to whom the Con¬ 
vention applies or endanger public safety; or 
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{b) is satisfied that in view of the conditions in the country concerned the appli- ’ 
cation of the provisions in question to the persons proposed to be excluded 
is impracticable. 


Article Jf. 

For the purpose of this Convention— 

{a) the term “hours of work'* means the time during which the persons concerned 
are at the disposal of the employer or of any other person entitled fo 
claim their services, or in the case of owners of vehicles and meml)ers of 
their families, the time during which they are engaged on tlieir own 
account in work connected with a road transjTort vehicle, its passengers or 
its load, and includes— 

(ij time spent in work done during the running time of the veliicle ; 

(ii) time spent in subsidiary work ; 

(iii) periods of mere attendance; and 

(iv) breaks for rest o.nd interruptions of work, which breaks or inleiruptions 
do not exceed a duration to be jirescribed by the competent authority; 

[h) the term “running time oi (he vehicle’’ meajis the lime from the moment 
when the vehicle staits at the beginning of the working day until the 
moment when t!ie vehicle stojis at the end of the working (lay, exchid- 
ing any tunc during which the running of the vehicle is interrupted for a 
period exceeding a duration to be prescribed by the competent authority 
during which period the persons \^ho drive or travel with tlie vehicle are 
free to (]is[)ose of their time as they pleo.^e or are engaged in subsidiary 
work ; 

(c) the term “subsidiary work” means work in connection with the vehicle, its 
passengers or its* loud which is done* outside the running time of the 
vehicle, including more particularly — 

(i) work in eoimection with accounts, the paying in of cash, the signing of 
registers^ the handing in of service sliei'ts, the checking of tickets and 
other similar work ; 

(iij the taking over and garaging of the vehicle; 

(iii) travelling from the plaice where a person signs on to the place where 
he lakes over the vehicle and from the place where he leaves the 
vehicle to the place wliere he signs off; 

(ivj work ill connection with the upkeep and repair of the vehicle; and 

(v) the loading and unloading of the vehicle; 

(fl) the term “periods of mere attcn<!ancc” means periods during wliich a 

person reniaiiis at iiis post solely in order to reply to possible calls or to 

resume action at the time fixed in the time-tahle. 

Article 5. 

1. The hours of work of jjersoiis to whom this Convention applies shall not exceed 
forty-eioht in the v\eek. 

2. The competent authority niay authorise higher weekly limits of hours for persons 
who ordinarily do a considerable amount of subsidiary work or whose work is frequently 
intei i'U))ted by periods of mere attemlanee. 

At licit 6. 

1, The competent authority may permit weekly hours of w'ork to be calculated 
as .111 average. 

2. Where the competent authority permits weekly hours of work to be calculated 
as an average, it shall determine the number of weeks over which the average may be 
calculated a.nd the maximum number of hours that may be worked in any week. 

. Article 7. 

1. The hoars of work of persons to whom this Convention applies shall not exceed 
eight in the day. 
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2. Where hy law, cuatom, or agreement between the employers’ and worker^' 
organisations concorned, or where no such organisations exist b»‘tween emjiloyci’s’ and 
workers’ representatives, the hours of work on one or more da.ys of the week are jes- 
than eight, tho limit of eight Jiours may he exceeded on the reniainiinjr days of the 
week by the sanction of the competent authority, or by agreement between such oic 
nisations or representatives, so how«'ver that in no case sliall the rlaily limit of eigti’^ 
hours bo exceeded in virtue of the provisions of this paragra})h liy more than one hou, 

3. The competent authority niav autliorise higher daily limits— 

(n) in respect of junvons 'vho>^e weeh'lv hours of work <lo not exceed forty-eiu' ’ 
in any week as juovidcd in Article 3. paragraph 1, or an average ' 
forty-eight as jirovided in Artieh' 6; and 
(/j) in rosjji‘ct of per,-on.s who ordinarily do a considerable amount of suVisidia- ' 
worl: or whose woik is frtMjueiitly intcrruptc'd by periods of mere attendant* 

Artic.io sk 

The competent authority shall ]iresenbe the maxinoim number of hours which rn iv 
separa.te the beginning and end of the working day. 


Article 0. 

1. The competent aaitlioiity may permit time lost as a rc.:.ult of aceidenta.l eau^'" 
to be made np within a prescribed period, 

2. The ('ornpetent authority may permit the limits of hours authorised l)\ the pic 
coding Articles to be e.xceedcd in cases in which the provisions of this Article are 
applied. 

Aitich 10. 

The comjjetent authority may permit the limits of liours authorised by the >'i 
cedinnr Articles to be exceeded to a prescribed extent in cases in which it is satisfied 
that there is a shortage of indi.spen.'al)]e skilled la.bour. 

Aiticle 11. 

1. This Article applies in the following cases ; 

[a] in case of accident, breakdown, unforeseen delay, dislocation of services, 
interruption of tratfic, c>r force oinjcu/c; 

{b) in order to make good the unforeseen absence of a. person employed upon 
indispensable work for whom it is impossible to find a substitute; 

(e) in case of rescue or relief work necessitated bv earthquake, flood, fire, 
epidemic, or any other calamity or disaster; 

{d) in ease of urgent and exceptional necessity for ensuring tho working of 
services of pujhlic utility. 

2. Tn the cases in which this Article applies— 

{a) the limits of hours authoiLNed by tlie preceding Articles may be exceeded, 

{b) tile period of five hours prescribed by Article 14 may be extended, and 

(c) tlio i^eriods of rest prescribed by Articles 15 and 16 may be reduced, 
but only in so far as may be necess.'U'v for the performance of indispensable work. 

3. The employer or the owner of tho vehicle shall notify the competent authority, 
within a period and in a manner to he preseiihed by the said authority, of all time 
W'orked in virtue of this Article a.nd of the reasons therefor. 

Aiticlc 1.1. 

1. The limits of hours authorised by the preceding articles may be exceeded, but 
only In so far as may be necessary for the performance of indispensable work, in order 
to meet exceptional requirements in respect of— 

(a) tho transport by hotels of passengers and their luggage betw'een the hotel and 

the station or port of arrival or departure; and 

(b) transport by funeral undertakings. 
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2. The competent authority shall determine the conditions subject to which the 
preceding po.ragraph applies. 


Article 13. 

1. The competent authority may permit the limits of hours authoiised by the pre 
ceding Articles to be exceeded by the working of overtime in accordance with t e 
provisions of this Article. 

2. 'The competent authority may grant permission to work overtime in accordance 
with regulations prescribing— 

(а) the procedure by which permission shall be granted ; 

(б) the minimum overtime rate of remuneration, which shall in no case be less 

than one and a quarter times the normal rate; and 

(c) the maximum number of hours for which permission may be granted, which 
shoJi in no case eKceed — 

(i) seventy-five hours in aiiv year in cases in which weekly hours of work 

are calculated as an aveiagc over a period exceeding a week; or 

(ii) one hundred hours in any year in cases in which the weekly limit of 
hours of work is applied as a strict limit applicable to each week. 

3. In any country in which it is not desired to place a fixed number of hours of 
overtime in the year at the disposal of undertakings, the competent authority may 
permit the limits of hours authorised by the preceding Articles to be exceeded, 
subject to the condition that all time worked in virtue of this paragraph shall be 
paid for at not less Ihaii one and a half times the normal rate. 

Article llf. 

1. No driver may drive for any continuous period of more than five hours. 

2. Tor the purpose of the preceding paragraph any two periods of time shall be 
deemed to be a contiriiiotis period unless separated by an interval of a duration to 
be prescribed by the competent authority. 

3. The competent autliority may exempt from the application of paragraph 1 
drivers for wliom adequate intervals an* ensured liy stops ])ruvided for m tin* time 
table or by the iiitermitteni nature of the work. 

Article 15. 

1. Every [lerson to whom this (Vmvintion applies shall he granted in every period 
of twenty-four hours a period of rest comprising at least twelve consecutive hours. 

2. The competent authority may permit tlu* period of rest r( quired hy paragraph 
1 to be reduced in the case ot certain services subject to breaks of considerable 
duration. 

3. The competent authority may permit the period of rest to he reduced on a 

prescribed number of days in the'week, so however that the average rest calculated 
over the week is not less than the minimum required by paragraph 1. 

Article IG. 

1. Every person to whom this Convention applies shall be granted in every 
period of seven days a period of rest comprising at least thirty consecutive hour® 
of which not less than twenty-two fall within the same calendar day. 

2. The competent authority may permit a number of periods of rest fulfilling 

the requirements of paragraph 1 to be granted in the course of a number of 

weeks not exceeding a prescribed maximum in lieu of one such period of rest in 
every period of seven days. In such case the number of periods of rest granted 

i course of the number of weeks over which the said periods of rest are 
distributed shall be at least equal to the number of weeks and the time separate 

ing any two periods of rest shall not exceed ten days. 
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Article 17. 

Decisions taken by the competent authority in pusruance of the provisions of 
this Convention enumerated below shall be taken after consultation with the 
employers’ and workers’ organisations concerned where such exist : 


Article. 

2 ; 

3 ; 

4 (a) and (6) ; 

6, paragraph 2 ; 


7, paragraphs 2 
and 3 ; 

8 ; 

9 ; 


Article. 

10 ; 

11 ; paragraph 3 ; 

12 , paragraph 2 ; 

13 ; 

14, paragraphs 2 

and 3 ; 

15, paragraphs 2 

and 3 ; 

16, paragraph 2 ; 
18. 


Article 18. 

1. With a view to the effective cnforccmeiTt of the provisions of this Conven¬ 
tion, the competent authority shall maintain a system of supervision by labour 
inspectors, the police, traffic commissioners or other appropriate administrative 
authorities, both in garages, depots and other premises and on the roads. 

2. Every employer shall keep a record in a form approved by the competent autho¬ 
rity of the hours of work and reet periods of the persons employed by him, and 
such records shall be available for inspection by the supervisory authorities under 
conditions laid down by the competent authority. 

3. The competent authority shall prescribe a standard form of individual 
control book and the manner in which the book shall be issued to every person 
to whom this Convention is applied, and every such person shall be in possession 
of his book during his hours of work, and particulars of his hours of work and 
rest periods shall be entered in the book in a manner prescribed by the com¬ 
petent authority. 


Article 19. 

1. The operation of the provisions of this Convention may be suspended by 
the competent authority, but only for the periods during which such suspension 
is strictly indispensable, in case of necessity for meeting the requirements of 
national safety. 

2. The InternationaJ Dabour Office shall be notified immediately of— 

(а) any suspension of the operation of the provisions of this Convention, 

together with the reasons for such suspension, and 

(б) the date from which such suspension has been terminated. 

Article 20. 

The annual reports upon the application of this Convention to be submitted 
by Members under Article 22 of the Constitution of the International Labour Orga¬ 
nisation shall include more particularly full information concerning— 

(а) any decisions taken in virtue of Article 2; 

(б) any decisions taken in virtue of Article 3, together with a statement of 

the grounds on which the competent authority is satisfied that such 
decisions are justified; 

(c) any recourse to the provisions of Article 5, paragraph 2; 

id) any recourse to the provisions of Article 6; 

(e) any recourse to the provisions of Article 7, paragraph 2 or 3; 

{/) any determinations made in pursuance of Article 8; 

(</) the extent to which recourse has been had to the provisions of Articles 
10 and 13 and any regulations made thereunder. 
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Article SI. 

In accordance with Article 19, paragraph 11, of the Constitution of the Inter¬ 
national Labour Organisation, nothing in this Conve-ntion shall affect any law, 
aw'ard, custom or agreement between employers and workers which ensures more 
favourable conditions to the workers than those provided for by this Convention. 

\iticle So. 

1, The Secretary-General of the League of Nations shall notify the Director 
of the International Labour Oflice ami all the Members of the Internalmnal 
Labour Organisation of the registration of all ratifications and denunciations 
communi('ated to him by the Members of the Organisation. 

2. When notifying the Members of the Organisation of the registration of the 
second ratification communicated to !dm, tlie Secretary-General shall draw the 
attention of the Members of the Organisation to the date upon which this Con¬ 
vention will come into force. 

[Note,- -Articles 22, 23, 24, 26, 27 and 28 are identical with Articles 21. 23, 
24, 26, 27 and 28 of the Draft Conveiition conceiriing the regulation of wiirien 
contracts of employment of indigenou.s workers.] 

Appendix XII. 

Itccommenclation concemituj In^liriduul ('ontnd Bool-.s in Itond Tranxijort. 

[Formal j)reamh]e has been omitted.] 

1. Each Member of the International Labour Organisation should provide for 
the drawing up of a standard form of individual control book to facilitate tlie 
supervEsion of the hour.s of work and rest periods of persons to whom the Hours 
ot Work and Rest Periods (Road Transport) Convention, 1939. applies. 

2. The individual control book sliould contain entries relating to the follow¬ 
ing points. : ® 

(rt) the time at which the working day begins and the time at which it ends; 
{h) time spent in woik done daring the running time of the vehicle; 

(c) time spent in subsidiary w'ork; 

(r/) periods of mere attendance; 

(f) the duration of breaks for rest and interruption.s of work during winch the 
driver or attenda.tit is free to dispose of his time as he pleases; 

(/) periods of continuous driving time; 

{(f) weekly periods of rest: 

(4) any extensions of hours of work beyond the noirnal limits and the circum¬ 
stances in which such hours have been worked. 

3. The competent authority should determine the conditions in which individual 
control hooUs .shall be issued. 

4. (1) The driver or attendant, as the ea.se may be, or the employer should be 
required to enter daily the prescribed particulars -under the vaiious entries of the 
individual control book. 

(2) In the case of das.ses of transport in re.speet of which it would l)e difficult to 
give the particulars specified in (4), (c), {d) and (/) of paragraph 2^ the oarticular.s 
required to be entered might be limited to those specified in (n), (e).’(j/) and (4). 

(3) In the ease of classes of transport running to a fixed tinie-tablo, a. statement 
of the tirno-table to wliieh the driver or the attendant works might be permitted to be 
substituted for the detailed particulars specified in (a) to {/) of paragraph 2. 

5. (1) Drivers and attendants should be required to carry their control books 
with them during their hours of work and to produce them on demand to the super¬ 
visory authorities. 

(2) During the driver’s or attendant’s rest days the individual control book .should 
be left at the garage and should be kept available for inspection bv the supervisory 
authorities. “ ^ 
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Appendix XIII. 

Hecommendation concerning the Regulation of Night Work in Road Trcmsport. 

[Formal preamble has been omitted.] 

Whereas in certain classes of road transport for the conveyance of passengers or 
goods it is necessary to operate at night; and 

Whereas in order to afford road transport workers the necessary protection under 
labour regulations and in order to ensure safety on the road, it is desirable to regulate 
the conditions under which transport at night is carried on ; 

The Conference recommends every Member of the International Labour Organisation 
to apply the following principles concerning the regulation of night work for travelling 
staff engaged in road transport :— 

1. The competent authority in each country should— 

(a) determine the classes of transport for which it authorises night work to be 
regularly worked ; and 

(Jb) define what constitutt's night work. 

2. When night work is organised on a rota system, the number of turns of night 
work worked by any worker during any rotation period should not exceed the number 
of turns of day work worked during the same period. 


Appendix XIV. 

Reconinieruintion concerning the Method.'* of Regulating Hour.* of Work in Road 

Tram* port. 

[Formal preiiinble has been omitted.] 

Wliereas in many countries the system of collective negotiation has proved of great 
value in the regulation of conditions of work; 

Whereas this .system is also to some extent applied as regards the regulation of 
hours of work in road transport and has worked well in this connection; 

The Conference recommends that : 

Each Member of the International Labour Organisation, in taking such measures 
as may be necessary to promote the effective regulation of the weekly and daily hours 
of per.sons to whom the Hours of Work and Kest Periods (Road Transport) Convention, 
1939, applies, should consider the following methods : 

{a) the active encouragement of voluntary joint collective machinery established 
by agreement between the emidoyers’ and workers’ organisations concerned; 
or, failing this, 

(6) the establishment of statutory machinery operated in consultation with such 
organisations. 


Appendix XV. 

Recommfndation concerning Rest Periods of professional Drirers of Private Vehicles. 
[Formal preamble has been omitted.] 

Whereas the Hours of Work and Rest Periods (Road Transport) Convention, 
1939, autho.ise« the competent authority in each country to exempt from the appli¬ 
cation of the Convention p^n.sons who drive private vehicles used solely for personal 
services; 

Whereas the exercise by C'le competent authority of this nower of exemption should 
not result in depriving professional drivers of private vehicles of the rest periods to 
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which they are no leas entitled than the persons who may not be exempted from the 
Application of the Convention; and 

Whereas for reasons of road safety, it is necessary to apply provisions relating to 
rest periods to professional drivers of private vehicles; 

The Conference 

Recommends each Member of the International Labour Organipaiion to draw up 
regulations applicable to professional drivers of private vehicles used solely for personal 
services providing for the observance of minimum daily and weekly rest periods. 


Statement. 


T. (o) Recommendation concerning Voca¬ 
tional Training. 

(6) Recommendation conerning Approntic 
ship. 


11 (a) Draft Convention concerning the 
regulation of written contracts of 
employment of indigenous workers. 

(6) Recommendation concerning the 
maximum length of written contracts 
of employment of indigenous workers. 

(c) Draft convention concerning penal 
• sanctions for breaches of contracts 

of employment of indigenous workers. 

(d) Recommendation concerning labour 
inspectorates for indigenous workers. 

III. (a) Draft Convention concerning the 
recruitment, placing and conditions 
of labour of migrants for employment. 

(h) Recommendation concerning the 
recruitment, placing and conditions 
of labour ef migrants for employ¬ 
ment. 

(c) Recommendation concerning co-opera¬ 
tion between states relating to the 
recruitment, placing and conditions 
of labour of migrants for employment. 


The following statement gives particulars of 
the course which the Government of India 
propose to follow in respect of the Draft 
Conventions and Recommendations adop¬ 
ted by the Twenty-fifth Session of the 
International Labour Conference held at 
Geneva in June 1939 : ~ 

The Government of India are in full sympathy 
with the Recommendations, but it is not 
at present possible to give effect to them 
in India. They propose however to 
examine the whole system of technical 
training and apprenticeship, in consulta¬ 
tion with Provincial Governments when 
some experience has been gained of the 
working of the sclieine for the training of 
skilled artisans for war purposes which is 
now being put into effect as a result of the 
recommendations of the Technical Train¬ 
ing Enquiry Committee. 

No resolution will be moved on the Draft 
Conventions and Recommendations. The 
provisions of these Regulations are not 
applicable to India and therefore the 
Government of India do not propose to 
ratify the Draft Conventions or accept 
the Recommendations in question. 


No resolution will be moved on the Draft 
Convention and Recommendations. The 
Draft Convention and Recommendation® 
impose on a country ratifying and accept¬ 
ing the same obligation.s in respect of (1) 
emigration from that country and (2) 
immigration into that country. As far a* (1) 
above is concerned the Indian Emigration 
Act and the Rules framed thereunder 
practically cover all the requirements of 
the Convention and Recommendations, and 
the ratification of the Convention and the 
acceptance of the Recommendations will 
not be of any special advantage to India. 
As regards (2) though at present there is 
no organised, or unorganised immigration 
on a large scale into India, the Government 
of India do not consider it advisable to 
undertake the obligations involved in this 
respect. In the circumstances explained 
above it is not proposed to ratify the 
Draft Convention or accept the Recom¬ 
mendations in question. 
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IV. (a) Draft Convention concerning the 
Regulation of Hours of Work and Rest 
Periods in Road Transport. 

<{b) Recommendation concerning Indivi¬ 
dual Control Books in Road Trans¬ 
port. 

(c) Recommendation concerning the 

Regulation of Ni t Work in Road 
Transport. 

{d) Recommendation concerning the 

Methods of Regulating Hours of 
Work in Road Transport. 

(e) Recommendation concerning Rest 
Period of Professional Drivers of 
Private Vehicles. 


No resolution will be moved on the Draft 
Convention and Recommendations. 

The Draft Convention is applicable to— 

(a) persons who drive, in a professional 
capacity, a road transport vehicle ; and 
(h) attendants and other persons who 
travel with a road transport vehicle 
in a professional capacity connected 
with the vehicle, its passengers or its 
load. 

It provides for a 48-hour week, an S-h<nir 
day and for not more than 5 hours conti¬ 
nuous driving. 

In India, the Motoi Vehicles Act, 1939, 
provkles for ejnpUyyee drivers of transport 
vehicles only, a .'j4-hour week, a 9-hour day 
and not more than 5 hours work without 
an interval of at least half an hour’s rest. 
In the existing conditions in India the 
Government of India do not consider it 
I)racticablc to make a further reduction 
in the daily and weekly working hours of 
drivers or to extend the scope of the 
Motor Vehicles Act so soon after its coming 
into force. They, therefore, do not propose 
to ratify the Draft Convention or to accept 
the connected Recommendations (6), (d) 
and (s). Recommendation (c) is inde¬ 
pendent of the Draft Convention but it 
lias no application to present Indian 
conditions and would be difficult to enforce. 
The Government of India, therefore, do 
not propose to accept it either. 


THE EXCESS PEOFITS TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Presentation of the report of the Select Committee. ^ 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Sir, I 
jtresent the report of the Select Committee on the Bill to amend the 
Excess Profits Tax Act, 1940. In this connection may I mention that it 
is proposed to take this business up, if you so direct, Sir, on Wednesday. 

I understand that there is a general feeling that this might suitably bo done 
on Wednesday and that no objection is likely to be taken to that course, 
and I would, therefore, ask, Sir, that you direct that a meeting be held on 
Wednesday for this purpose. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Chair cannot 
dispense with the Standing Order. That matter is not before the House 
at present, but the Honourable Member can apply when the motion will be 
taken up: the Chair cannot give any direction at present. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan (Leader of the House) . 
Sir, the request of the Finance Member was that you may be pleased to 
direct that there shall be a meeting of the House on Wednesday. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Chair thought 
there was a meeting of the House? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zalrullah Khan: No, Sir. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); The Chair is sorry. 
Very well, there will be a meeting of the House next Wednesday. Is not 
there a meeting tomorrow? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: A meeting is not yet 

fixed. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): There will be a 
meeting on Wednesday, the 27th November. 

THE INDIAN SALE OF GOODS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Member 
for Commerce and Labour); Sir, I move; 

“That the Bill to amend tho Indian Sale of Goods Act, 1930, be taken into 
consideration." 

Under the Indian Tariff Act there is a provision, section 10, whereby 
the burden of any new import or excise duties or the burden of any 
increase of such duties or tlie benefit of a decrease in tliese duties is passed 
on either to the seller or to tlie ])urc]mser as the ease may be, providc'd 
there is no contract to the contrary entered into belorcliand. Section 10 ')i 
the Act provides that if customs or excise duties are increased and there 
is no ])rovision made in tlie sale of contract before, that increased customs 
or excise duty will ])e paid by the piircbaser, but if, on the other hand, 
there is a decrease after the contract has been entered into and there is no 
provision to the contrary, then the purchaser \Cill get the benefit of it and 
the seller will get the cost of the goods less the decrease in the customs or 
excise duty. And it is only fair that it should be so because what the sell-''!* 
is selling and the purchaser is buying is the goods at a certain value and 
any increase or decrease cannot affect tho real 'inherent value of the goods. 
?so\v, this provision was iusertcal in the Indian Tariff Act, section 10. A 
dudge of a High Court has held, basing his view on the preamble of that 
.Act, that a reduction or increase in the excdse duty for a sale inland in the 
country itself cannot come under the scope of section 10 of the Indian 
Tariff Act. The preamble to tho Indian Tariff Act says; 

“Whoroas it is expedient to con.solidalc the law relating to customs duties on goods 
impoT'ted into or exported from British India by sea and to customs duties on goods 
imported into or exported from British India by land, it is hereby enacted as 
follows." 

Since a sale of a commodity in the country itself by one seller to a pur- 
oliaser without tlie goods going across the land or sea frontiers of the country 
cannot be considered as coming under the Indian Tariff Act, a Judge of a 
High Court has held that the benefit of this provision of section 10 cannot 
pass either to the purchaser or the seller as the case may be. The scope 
of the Act is limited by the preamble, so the Judge has held; and, there- 
fo)(' this section doe< not anplv. Now, it is obviously anomalous that 
where an excise duty has been increased the burden of it should not pass 
to the ( orresponding partv just ns in the case of a sale outside the country. 
It is, therefore, proposed that a new provision should be introduced on 
exactly the same lines under the Sale of Goods Act, wherebv .all these diffi¬ 
culties about the scope of the Act may be removed. Sir, T move. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Mot/ion moved: 

“That th-e Bill to amend the Indian Sale of Goods Act, 1930, be taken into 
consideration." 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali (Lucknow and Fyzabad Divisions: Muham¬ 
madan Rural): Sir, may I ask a question from the Honourable Member? 
He has just now referred to section 10 of another Act but he has not men¬ 
tioned the significance of the lines mentioned in that Act. We would 
like to know what they are. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: The Bill 

is before the House. It is exactly the same provision that is sought to be 
insertecl into the Sale of (loods Act. It is being t.aken from section 10 of 
the Indian Tiiriff Act and that section is hereby proposed to be repealed, 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind: Xon-Muhamnuidan Rural): Sir, T quite 
appreciate that it is very equitable that when the duty is increased or 
d('creased, allowance should be given to the seller or the purchaser as the 
case may be. Tt is also equitable, as T understand from tin Honourable 
Member, that this amendment will not jiavc any retrospective effect. I 
believe T am correct in saying that. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar; Yes. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Then, I want to understand this point whether 
under the Tariff Act they have not been getting this sort of allowance if 
there was a change in duties. I understand that under the Tariff Act tliey 
have been getting these allowances \ip to this time. In that case, all that 
is being done is that from the Tariff Act it is going to be brought to the Sale 
of (loods Act. T would like to know whether it was only one decision of 
the High Court that on account of th.*^ preamble of the Tariff Act no benefit 
can be taken of the decrease or increase? 1 would also like to know wdie- 
ther such a decision has also been given by other High Courts. Then, 
there is another question. Have many such cases happened in connection 
with the excise under the Tariff Act that a change in the law has been 
necessitated? Tf there have been only one oi two such cases, then this 
change need not be made. But if the Government are satisfied th.it the 
prejiinble is wrong, then I shall have no objection to the present Bill. But 
r would certainly like to know' whether this change has been necessitated 
only by oiu* or two easi's or there have been many sueb eases where this 
benefit has been refused. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (Hnitod Rrovinces Southern Divisions; 
Muhammadan Rural): On a point of order, Sir. J am not very clear 
abonl one thing and I w'ant your ruling. If we want to transfer bodily 
one section of one Act to another Act, is it n.ecessarv in that case to have 
two different Bills, one Bill to insert a particular section in an Act and 
nn.»ih(r IRll to delete a pjirticular section from another Act, or is one IRll 
sufficient to cover both thesie things? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Tt is not a point 
of order, and, therefore, The Chair cannot give a ruling. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: Sir, in 
the first place, the provision is invoked only when there is not a contract to 
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the contrary. If the contracting parties safeguard themselves by a provi¬ 
sion to this effect, then it does not go to a court at all. This case arises 
only wlieii they do not liave that safeguarding provision in the contract. 
There have been scores of cases where this point has not been taken and 
where the provision of that section has not been challenged and the parties 
liave got the right to have their case equitably adjudicated upon hv a 
court of law. But this j^ioint lias now bee;! taken to a High (/oui’t wliiidi 
has lield that, following tlie preamble of the Indian Tariff Act, the word 
'excise’ there can only he interpreted to mean ‘excisi; duty’ if the article 
is exported out of ]3ritish India or not- Therefore, it iias become neces¬ 
sary to clear the law on this jioint and to provide under the Sale of (nnids 
Act this very provision. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Jhit there is no sneh provision liere that un¬ 
less it is contrary to the coni reel between tiiem. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar: It is 

there, (dause 2 of the Bill says: 

“In the event of any duty of customs or excise on any goods being imposed, 
increased, decreased or remitted after the making of any contract for the sale of such 
goods without stipulation as to the payment of duty where duty was not chargeable 
at the time of the making of the contract, or for the sale of such goods . . .“ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ilahim): The (piestion is: 

“That the Bill to amend the Indian Sale of (Hoods Act, 1950, he taken into 
consideration.” 

The motion was adopted. 

(./lauses 2 and d were added to the Bill. 

(danse 1 was added to the i3ill 

The Title and the Preamble were added to tlie Bill. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar . Sir. 1 

move: 

“That the Bill be passed.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur llahim): The question is; 

“That the Bill be passed.” 

The motion was adopted. 

THE NEW DELHI MOSC^IJE BILL. 

Mr. J. D. Tyson (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands); Sir, I do not propose to move this motion* today. 

PEPOKT OE THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Sir, I move; 

“That the Koport of the Public Accounts Committee on the accounts of 1938-50 
be taken inu) consideration.” 

*“That the Bill to provide for the expenditure of certain sums of money deposited 
in the Court of the District Judge, Delhi, on buildings for and in connection with 
a mosque in New Delhi, be taken into consideration.” 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): Motion moved: 

“That the Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the accounts of 1938-39 
be taken into consideration.” 

Mr. LalchBnd Navalrai (Sind: Non-Mubamrnadan Rural); Sir, this is 
not a juaiteu’ which could be treated without making speeches on it or 
pointing out the various defects in it . . . . 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I have verified that it is usual 
in making this motion not to make a speech. 

Mr. Lalcliand Navalraii l^ast time when the report of the Public 
Acc«)iiiits (V)ijjnjiltee for U).37-ij8 was taken into consideration, 1 spoke 
on it and several other Honourable Members spoke on it. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: But not the Movei 

Mr. Lalchand Navalral: Sir, I wish to speak on two items. They 
will be found on page 1 of the T{ep)ort. One is Appendix TV which con¬ 
tains a Memorandum on the experimental transfer of the Railway 
Accounts DepaHment to the General Manager. The second item refers 
to the note on the Railway officers saloons and reserved carriages. Now. 
Sir, the transfer of tlie Chief Accountant’s olfice to the control of the 
General Maiiager is a matter which has been from the very beginning 
considered in a manner which required investigation, it was |K)inted 
out in the very beginning that after the audit and accounts were separated, 
it was still necessary that ihe Chief Accounts Olficer should remain under 
the control of the Financial Commissioner and the Controller of Accounts. 

It was pointed out in the very beginning that to give control over the 
head of the Chief Accounts Officer in the hands of the General Manager 
was wrojig. That would amount to giving the scrutinising officer of 
accounts under the control of the very person whose offices and wliose 
accounts arc to ho scrutinised. The Auditor General raised this question 
for the first time and he was of the opinion that it would not be right 
that the control should be given to the General Manager. But pressure 
was brought upon him and he agreed with the Government to transfer 
the control to the General Manager as an experimental measure in two 
railways. It w^as pointed out by the Public Accounts Coinmiltce as well 
as this House that such transfer of control to the General Manager W'ould 
be wrong. The Government agreed tliat it should be tried as an experi¬ 
ment only. It is, however, a well-known policy of the Government that 
once they embark upon an experiment, they stick to it later on how’ever 
rotl-m and unreasonable the scheme might be. That has happened in 
the present case al.so The Government have minced matters and I shall 
show’ to the flouse by reading extracts from the Report to show that the 
control of the General Manager has really resulted in loss of efficient 
check of accounts. The Government no doubt have tried to prove that 
there is nothing wrong in the transfer of control. They even go so far 
as to say that this scheme should he extended to all the State-managed 
railways and, perhaps, to the Company-managed railways as well The 
point this. Has it been proved that the experiment has had success? 
Has it been proved that the objections which were originally raised were 
all futile? That is not so. When you give the control oi accounts into 

D 2 
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the hand's of the Controller of liailway Accounts and the Financial Com¬ 
missioner as well as the General Manager, this means that such division 
of control would not prove successful. This would on the contrary bring 
clash between the General Manager and the Chief Accounts Officer. 1 
strongly object to tinkering with this matter in this way. If we are 
going to give the control to the Controller of Railway Accounts and the 
Financial Commissioner, then the difficulty will be over. If the General 
Manager also is empowered to control the Chief Accounts Officer, then 
the result will be that the Chief Accounts Officer will not be independ¬ 
ent. He cannot have his accounts scrutinised in a manner which would 
not give the impression that he is subservient to his boss, the General 
Manager. Such scrutiny would be wrong and partial. 

Now, Sir, in the book of Introduction to Audit and Accounts, the 
principle is laid down of providing an Agency answ’erable to the Legis¬ 
lature. They take all expenditure and receipts according to the executive 
orders. Now, after the change of accounts and audit, we have the Chief 
Accounts Officer becoming also the Financial Adviser. This policy of 
putting the Clnef Accounts Officer under the General Manager both finan¬ 
cially and administratively is wrong. That would be going contrary to 
the fundamental principle laid down by Government. It might be said 
there is the Audit Department separately and that would have the upper 
hand and the scrutiny will be done there. No; the initial scrutiny and 
careful scrutiny such as is required to be done—as I will presently read 
from the Report—will have to be done by the Chief Accounts Officer. So 
far as the audit is concerned, what do we find? We find that in the audit 
office, it is not all the accounts that are re-examined or scrutinised or 
found fault with, but only a percentage, that is about ten per cent. 

It is no remedy to say that the audit officer is there ultimately to 
examine a few cases here and there and find out if there is anything 
wrong and this does not justify the Government subjecting the Chief 
Accounts Officer to the control of the General Manager. The second 
objection with regard to that is that the audit office has not got to do 
the initial examination but a post-examination. And we know how 
cursorily that is done. Although I do not say there is no responsibilitv, 
still there is a difference between initial examination and post-examiim- 
tion. 

Then I say that this Chief Accounts Officer whose responsibility is 
there . 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member need not repeat himself so often. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: 1 am saying that it amounts to this that 
you arc keeping the examiner under the control of the examinee. The 
Goieral Manager is the examinee .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); The Honourable 
Member has said all that before. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: I am saying that the result will be that the 
examinee will be the boss of the examiner. Then, on page 79 of the 
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lieport, it is said: 

“In regard to the particular issue alluded to by the Committee last year, namely, 
the importance of ensuring that the conditions of service of the accounts staff are such 
that they should be free to maintain a critical, though of course impartial, attitude 
both in financial cases and in the exercise of internal accounts . . . 

This is what was required,—a critical examination, and in the experi¬ 
mental stage it was to he inquired into as to how it could be done with¬ 
out prejudice or harm*. Then, they say; 

“Paragraph 4 of the Auditor-General’s report indicates the broad lines in which 
he considers that action should be taken to secure this object.” 

With regai-d to this, we find in page 81 : 

“The Controller of Railway Accounts as the professional agent of the Railway 
Board should continue to organise, train and control, at any rate nrofessionally, the 
railway accounts establishment as a whole. He. should be responsible for their pro¬ 
fessional efficiency and for the correctness of the accounts and accounting procedure. 
To secure this there should be free communication of every kind between the 
Controller.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Hahim): That book is in 
tlie hands of every Honourable Member and the Honourable Member 
need not read out long passages. The Honourable Member may refer 
to the paragraph and make any comment he likes. 

Mr. Lalchand Kavalrai: This passage. Sir, is important with respect 
to the point at issue. The second paragraph is also pertinent to the 
point. They say that there will also be professional control to some 
extent in the hands of the General Manager. It is important and I 
think, Sir, you will allow me to read a portion at the end. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); The Honourable 
Member apparently has not read it himself. The Honourable Member 
may make any comment he likes, but the book being in the hands of every 
Member he is not entitled to read out long passages. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: If it can be shown that the Auditor General 
himself thinks the system to be bad, I think 1 will be allowed to read 
that portion. 

Mr. president (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member can make any criticism he likes. 

Mr. Lalchand Kavalrai: The last portion of page B1 shows clearly 
that there is no marked change for the better in the relations between 
the Chief Accounts Officer and the General Manager. What they now 
want is that the control should remain as it is and it should extend else¬ 
where. That is what I object to. The purpose of crystallising the whole 
question is that they want the accounts knowledge to be given in that 
way to the General Manager. But he is busy with lots of other work, 
and this is not a training school for teaching the General Manager. 
Apart from that, on the administrative question the matter remains as 
before and the objection stands good. This is with regard to the estab¬ 
lishment of the Chief Accounts ©fficer. It amounts to this that at pre¬ 
sent the work of the Chief Accounts Officer is being controlled by the 
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Deputy Oeneral Manager and all other officers under him whereas hence¬ 
forward the establishment will be under the Chief Accounts Officer. So 
what is the change? The change is that the Chief Accounts Officer is 
to he in the place of the Deputy General Manager. It makes no change 
at all; on the contrary it makes the thing worse. 

With regard to the establishment, it is true they give him the admi¬ 
nistrative control, with regard to punishment and other matter, but 
the upper hand will remain with the General Manager. But these appoint 
nients of the staff are interchangeable. So that the staff might at any 
time be transferred or may ask for transfer to other departments of the 
railways and the boss will be the same. So how can they do it impar¬ 
tially and critically? I, therefore, say that the reasons and explanations 
given are a mere eye-wash, and it is necessary that the (]hief Accounts 
Officer should be removed from all control of the General Manager. 

Mr. B. H. Staig (Financial (Commissioner, Bailways): Sir, as the 
House is aware, the experiment the results of which were before the 
Public Accounts Committee and the correspondence concerning which is 
reproduced in toto in the volume now before us, was instituted after a 
recommendation by the Railway Inquiry (Committee of a few years ago. 
It pointed out that the peculiar position of the Accounts Department 
vis-a'vif> the rest of tlie railway which then obtained was on the whole 
prejudicial to the sound administration of the railway and tended to dis- 
turl) the haz'monious relations between the various branches of the Rail¬ 
way Administration; it also had possibly a Raidcncy to weaken the 
General Manager’s sense of responsibility for the financial side of his 
administration. In initiating the experiment, we had in view the em¬ 

phasising of the fact that the general manager was, subject to the Rail¬ 
way Board, the Financial (’ontroller of the Railway Administration. The 
criticism has been made that that step tended to weaken the sNstern. 
The safeguard imposed to prevent any weakening was that the Chief 
Accounts Officer or Financial Adviser has the right, should he differ from 
the General Manager on any important financial issue, to refer it through 
the General Manager in his own language for the orders of the Railway 
Board. This secures to him an adequate measure of independence. 

The Honourable Member also referred to dual control. He stated 

that the accounts staff were under the control of the General Manager 
but that the. Controller of Railway Accounts had also some share in the 
control of the Chief Accounts Officer. In fact there is really no dual 

control at all. The professional standards required of members of the 

Accounts Department are the responsibility of the Controller of Railway 
xiccounts, not of the General Manager of the Railways, .... 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Wholly and solely? 

Mr. B. M. Staig: Wholly and solely: they are in charge of the Con- 
l‘> NOON of Railway Accounts. The General Manager has 

nothing to do with the professional standards required of the 
accounting staff under him. Also the Controller of Railway Accounts’ 
power of inspection as the technical adviser of the Railway Board in 
accounts matters has been completely retained; and the General Manager 
has no power whatever to interfere with the structure of accounts which 
is a matter for the orders of the Railway Board. The General Manager 
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is, liowever, responsible for the general administration of the Accounts 
Branch, as for all the other branches of his railway. The procedure we 
have followed is in general keeping with that adopted by business firms. 
The head of the concern has at any moment available to him the 
teclmical and financial advice of his Chief Accounting Officer, who is 
responsible to him and not to some authority outside. We feel that 
what we have done is in the best interests of the harmonius working 
of the adininislration. The matter has been con'sidenal at great length 
bv lilt Public Accounts Committee, and T would ask the support of the 
H ouse for the confirmation of the experiment as advocated by the Public 
Accounts Committee. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: (United Provinces Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan Piir.al): Sir, Tt is customary that the debate on the Public 
Accounts Committee lieport is initiated by a Member of Ihe Public Ac¬ 
counts Committee, as they are the persons knowing the derails of every 
iU'Tu in the He])ort and th(‘y can give us .a lead and we could follow that 
lead: that has been the Iradition here for a’ long time; but I notice that 
not a singl(‘ Member of tlu' Committee got up tod.iy to open the debate 
and enlighten us as to the work they have done as our reprc'sentatives 
there- fn the abseiuu' of any such guidance, Mr. Lalchaud Navalrai 
w('nt his own way and t am forced to follow my own way as well. 

Sir, T read with great care the* two volumes supplied to us, and I notice 
that volume *2, the evidence volume, is really much more valuabhi <md 
it gives the (piestions and answers on various points. 

The first point- to which T wish to draw attention is at jiage 8 of vol. 2, 
where the follow’ing occurs: Sir Ra/a Ali says: 

“Two points arise out of this statement, so far a.s I can see. The first point is 
that it relates to the year 1938-39 when no rise in the cost of materials could be 
anticipated. ’’ 

The Chairman replied : 

“No, there was re-annaineiit going on in Europe already in 1958. The prices of 
steel had gone up and they were still rising. The Munich crisis occurred in Septem¬ 
ber, 1938.” 

Sir Raza Ali said : “But I thought that the prices did not rise till alxuit the 
middle of 1938”. 

The Chairman remarked : “The prices rose in anticipation. The Tatas had been 
doing very w^ll for a couple of years before the war broke out owing to the re¬ 
armament campaign in Europe.” 

This is the ojiiuiou of the Finance Member. May T then tisk him to 
explain why did he insert section 6(2) (d) in the Excess Profits Tax Act In 
the light of the remarks he has made here and why he has not moved 
its deletion now’? 

The second point that I wash to mention is about the manufacture of 
engines—page 11 of the Report. Mr. Staig says: 

“The activities of the workshops at Ajmer, which have hitherto been confined to 
the production of metre-gauge locomotives, have, however, been expanded and 
twenty broad-gauge locomotives of a small type are to be made there.” 

I w’elcome this statement but T w^ould like to point out that even now 
we are not making full use of the workshops at Ajmer. It is quit« possi¬ 
ble to meet all the requirements of the metre gauge. Their engines can 
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be rijanufactured in the Ajmer workshops, and I am sorry to note that 
even now some of these engines were ordered from abroad. If the Hon¬ 
ourable Member will make enquiries, he will find that all our require¬ 
ments, at least for the metre gauge, can be met in full here. 

The next point is at page 10 of the Auditor’s Report, about ballasting. 
The Auditor’s Report says: 

“Coming to the accounts of individual Railways, attention is invited to the excess 
of about 5^ lakhs, on the North Western Railway explained as due to failure to 
provide for the ballasting programme . . 

The discussions on page 12 of the Report of the Public Accounts Coni- 
niittee are* 

Mr. Ramsay Scott : Why was there this failure to provide for the ballasting pro¬ 
grammes ? 

Mr. Sankara : It was a case of pure misapprehension on the part of the North- 
Western Railway. It was a mistake. 

Mr. Scott : But it must have gone through several hands. Somebody ought to 
have noticed this. 

(Jhairman : It is an instance of want of co-ordination. 

Mr. Staig : Now that special attention has been drawn to these mistakes and 
that the Controller of Accounts and the Chief Accounts Officer are watching the 
situation, we may hope that they will not recur. 

Mr. Wilson said later on: 

“It was extremely difficult for railways to decide which were wholesale and which 
were partial renewals. Since then the matter has been cleared up and now ballast 
renewals are being debited to depreciation." 

Two pionts arise out of: this. The first is that the Chief Commission¬ 
er himself said that he could not decide whether a jiraticular item should 
be debited to revenue or to depreciation fund: It was exceedingly difii- 
cult: Now, this is a point I have been hammering on for the last three 
years, liecause this division between the revenues and depreciation is 
purely artificial. You have created this difficulty for yourself by wrong 
accountancy, and you now find it exceedingly difficult to say under what 
heading this item should be put. This is not the solitary item, but there 
are many other examples in wdiicdi it has been a problem for you to say 
under what head it should be put down. It is not a difficulty inherent 
in the problem itself, and 1 say that the difficulty is of your own creation. 
You ought to have got rid of it much earlier and follow'ed a better method 
of accountancy by giving up Depreedation Reserve Pund altogether and 
absorbing it in the general revenues. I have said repeatedly that this 
metlicd of depreciation is an. absolutely wrong system, and if you follow 
the practice of other c.oiintries, these difficulties would disappear. 

Then, the next point to which I should like to draw the attention of 
the House is this. My friend, Mr. Abdul Ghani, has drawn attention 
to it at page 14 of tliis Report on the question of Appropriation Accounts, 
—page 14, of Volume II. This is what my friend, Mr. Abdul Ghani, 
said : 

“This practice appears to be confined to the revenue grants only, but it is sug¬ 
gested in view of the excesses in 1938-39, that it may be extended to the Open Line 
Works Grant also. 1 would like this to be incorporated in the report." 

Chairman ; The question, is whether your object is to get the work completed 
with reasonable expedition or to conform as closely as possible to the budget appro¬ 
priation. Ill the case of revenue heads, it may be considered to be of primary im¬ 
portance that the expenditure should not exceed the grant, but in the case of capital 
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head works and open line works, the question is whether you want to hold up the 
works in order to avoid the excess or whether you wish to allow them to go on 
with the work, although you realise that it may result in an excess. That is the 
practical point at issue.” 

Now, Sir, the point raised by jny friend, Mr. Abdul Ghani, was en¬ 
tirely misunderstood by the representatives of the llailways. What he 
really wanted was that you should follow the practice adopted by the 
Standing Finance Cornrnitttee. We know that whenever any proposal 
comes up, then there are several columns, and in one column we say 
whether a certain thing is complete by itself, how far we are committed 
in a particular year and how far the commitment stands in the next year 
and so on. if these things are well known to us, that is to say, if we 
know what is the total cost of the entire scheme, how much of it is to 
be spent this year, how much in future years, if the scheme receives 
sanction as a whole, and not in parts, then this difficulty would not arise. 
Whether you spend in March or in April, we will not raise any objection, 
but our objection is that you produce before us only a j)ortion of the 
scheme which you have contemplated this year, and we do not know 
what the completed scheme would be and what would be the scheme 
next year. That was the objection raised by my friend, Mr. Abdul 
Ghani. Our point is, whenever you have any sclieme of open line works 
or new construction, then you should place the entire scheme before is, 
tell us definitely how much portion of it is expected to be completed this 
year, and how much is reserved for next year, and if a small portion of it 
is left over, it does not matter. My point is that the system of taking 
votes. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Eaisman: 1 undeistand that the Honour¬ 
able Member is entirely inaccurate. The information which he desires 
is furnished in the Civil Works jirogramme which gives information pre¬ 
cisely in the form in whic^h he mentioned. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani fTirhut Division: Muhammadan): 
The fact is, it was the suggesMon of the Audit Department, and I wanted 
it to be noted in the lie port of the Public Accounts C^ommittee, but, 
unfortunately, it was not. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: My jioint is that in future they ought to 
follow the exafiiple of the Standing Finance Gommittee, and give us in¬ 
formation in the form in which it is given there. 

Then we come to the question of the amortisation fund raised by Mr. 
Scott. This he said ought to be debited against depreciation fund,—that 
IS the question relating to dismantling of railway lines. It is rather an im¬ 
portant question of accountancy. Whenever you dismantle any particular 
railway line, then there is definite loss of capital,—there is no doubt 
about it at all. How is this capital to be reduced? Certainly, if you 
pay it out of the depreciation fund, then the total capital is there, it is 
not diminished, and then you will have to put down a sum against such 
depreciation, because the question depreciation will depend on the ques¬ 
tion of capital: The rule is l/60th of the capital at charge should be taken 
for depreciation. Therefore, it is very desirable that whenever there is any 
dismantling of a particular line, there ought to be a writing off of the capi¬ 
tal and that Capital ought to be paid out of the amortisation fund This 
point WHS raised by rny friend, Mr. Ramsay Scott, and it was not pursued 
turtner. I wish he had pursued this point of amortisation fund 
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Mr. J. Ramsay Scott (United Provinces: European): 1 think the ques¬ 
tion of amortisation fund is a question of policy of the Kuilways. That 
is one of the things that we are not entitled to discuss for a long time. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I thought that you were not to confine your¬ 
self in the Public Accounts Committee to arithmetical work, to see whe¬ 
ther the totals are correct or not. You really ought to initiate discussions 
on every as})ect of the problein, and I thought that the question of amor¬ 
tisation fund was one of tlie problems which the Public Accounts Com¬ 
mittee could very well have dealt with. 1 am really sorry that my friend 
did not pursue this matter further. Better luck next yt‘ar. Wlienever we 
remove any railway line, it is very necessary that we should write off the 
capital against it, because th(‘ capital no longer exists, and to put it under 
depreciation is a very great misuse of the depreciation fund. There are 
many businessmen in this House and they will corroborate what I say. 
This fund is intended to keep a particualr thing in ])erfect order. It is in¬ 
tended for writing off the capital. On these grounds I strongly object to 
this method of accountancy, and I am sure .every accountant will support 
me. T suppose my friend, Sir Homi Mody, also will agree with me. 

Now 1 draw tlie attention to over-expenditure. I wish to draw 
attention first to page 14 of the Auditor’s Beport, whore the question of 
excess of expenditure over estimates is discussed. At page 14 he has 
given the number of item and the amount involved in \\hich there was 
a want of estimate, that is, where the expenditure was greater than the 
estimate. Tn the year 1936-87 the amount involved was Bs. 29,80,000, 
it increased to Bs. 45 lakhs in the following year, and in the last year 
it rose to Bs. 61,75,000. On this the Auditor-General remarks: 

“The percentage of expenditure held under objection on this railway has incre.'isecl 
from 0'64 in 1937-58 to 2 in 1938-39”, that ailudjjuj to the East Indian Baihrny.'* 

We had been com])laining year after year that our estimates should 
be correct and that the expenditure should not exceed abnormally the 
estimates which are framed. At page 16 of the report, we find : 

“In this connection the Auditor General stated that the few frauds reported 
during the year were mostly due to di.shonest action on the part of officials which 
the in.specting staff had failed to detect . . . The Committee while agreeing that such 
cases were hound to occur in the admini.stration of any large commercial undertaking 
desired that special care should be exercised before embarking on such schemes of 
expansion in future.” 

The Committee agreed with the j\.uditor-Generars finnl coneJusion. 

The next point that T would like to take np is the point raised by my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, that is, as regards the 
enhanced duties of the Accounts Officer attached to the various railways. 
They themselves have said that these duties are being now extended, but 
it is very desirable that if you extend these duties of the Account Officers 
you have to employ a class of men, men of calibre, persons who can keep 
up the reputation of the service to which they belong and which I praised 
so much on the occasion of the discussion on the Finance Bill. But I am 
sorry to say that this is not the case with the Chief Accounts Officer of 
the North-Western Bailway. The other day my Honourable friend knew 
that he got a pass under wrong pretences. If the Chief Accounts Officer 
in the North-Western Bailway misuses the pass and gets a pass under 
wrong pretence, then it is certainly a very serious offence. T know of 
about half a dozen cases where men getting Bs. 20 or 30 a month were 
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dismissed because of slight irregularity in the use of the P. T. O., but in 
a matter of this kind where it is the Chief Accounts Officer of the North- 
Western Kailway who is concerned, it is certainly unpardonable. The 
other day we have seen the case of scandal at Quetta. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: I should like to know what are 
the facts to which the Honourable Member is referring. He said “The 
Honourable Member knew”. I have no knowledge whatever of the matter. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: You make enquiries and if you find it correct, 
take action. I am certain T am right. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: T do not think the Honourable 
Member should refer to a matter of that kind as if the facts were establish¬ 
ed and accepted by this side of the House. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: If you like me to give details T can sive 
details also. If you are prepared to make enquiries I will give you fac ts. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: If the Honourable Member is 
making a charge I hat a particular officer acted in a highly irregular manner, 
I think the facts should first be brought to the notice of the Government 
before they are discussed in that allusive way in this House. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I will do this as well. The otluT point is,— 
the Honourable Member also clearly knows about another Accounts Officer 
whom he has shoved on to the hkistern Bengal Kailway. He has not 
the records which a (Ihief Accounts Officer should possess. If you are 
going to give enlarged powers to the Chief Accounts Officers, you have to 
take very great care in the selection of personnels and see how these powers 
are exercised ; I think control from the centre on all important issues is 
very necessary and it is desirable that it ought to be maintained. T have 
given notice of a motion of adjournment of the Hoiise, so T do not want 
to deal with the question now as I am going to mention the facts in 
connection with the motion for adjournment which I hope will come for 
discussion tomorrow or whenever the House meets again. This requires 
very serious consideration and I think that any relaxation of control from 
the centre \\ill lead to serious difficulties in the administration. I may 
safely say this because this thing has already been ])ublished, because 
there have been serious cases of embez/dement in the case of the North- 
Western Kail way. I leave the question of the railways now. I do not 
like to go through all the departments of the Government of India, but 
I would like to mention one particular point, and that is about Woolley’s 
Keport. It is nientioiu'd here that they are taking this Woolley's Keport 
into consideration, and until I have some definite statcunent on the floor 
of the Housi' or at some other place, I reserve mv judgment about the 
action taken there. I take the decision of the Public Accounts Committee 
as it is there, for the time being. Generally I think it is verv desirable 
that the Public Accounts Committee should lay greater details and go 
through the problems more thoroughlv and take all aspects of the quest’on, 
because by this method alone we will have an opportunity of discusi-ing the 
report on the floor of the House. The tradition is that we cannot discurs 
any matter and every matter on the floor of the House unless it is 
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mentioned in the Public Accounts Committee’s Report. Any problem 
on which they desire discussion on the floor of the House should be 
mentioned in the Report. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: My Honourable friend, Sir Ziauddin 
Ahmad, has laid a charge against the members of the Public Accounts 
Committee for not initiating the debate. I was just out when my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Lalcliand Navalrai, siu>ke, and when I wanted to rise, my 
Honourable friend, Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad, stood and I did not like to 
interrupt him. We tried our level best while sitting in the Public Accounts 
Committee to deal with this question of. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); The Honourable 
Member had better speak up. Otherwise he would not be heard. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: As a member of the Public Accounts 
Committee and as a Member of this House, T am impressed that the 
Railway administration requires a stricter financial control because every 
year we are supplied with a long list of irregularities prepared by the 
Financial Commissioner of Railways and tliat report is very authenticated 
and I wish that the same should continue, though there is a recommenda¬ 
tion against it. We find from the report very valuable informations as to 
how the various administrations are behaving and what negligence they 
are committing. If we look to Annexure “A” of the Appropriation 
Accounts of Railways in India for 1938-39, we find that it deals with the 
statement of unsanctioned expenditure. The amounts under this head 
comes up to Rs. 83,47,000. Cases of irregularities, want of estiTuates and 
excesses make up this amount. There is a long list under this head, say, 
Annexiires A (i), A (ii) and A (iii), which clearly shows the way in which 
the various railway administrations deal wdth finances. Herein it is 
mentioned that estimates are not prepared, not even sanctioned, work 
is completed and, in some cases, it is said that on completion of the 
work, a report wnll be submitted and the expenditure will be regularised 
through the completion report. I fail to understand how' after such a long 
time the expenditure will be regularised. There are cases as far back 
as 1936-37 and we were in 1938-39 and up to the moment no action was 
reported. The total amount held under objection amounts to Rs. 65,70,000. 
PcTcentage is .58 against .43 in 1937-38. Refer page 1 of the Report of 
the Evidence. There was a question about the abolition of sal(X>ns which 
are unnecessary. The number was given out as 718, out of which there 
is a programme for scrapping out 71 saloons, that is about ten per cent. 
However, a report was submitted later which forms Appendix III, on 
page 78 of the Public Accounts Committee Report as Appendix III. 
Therein it is said that some of the saloons will be scrapped after a period 
of five years. I cannot see, when they are not required, especially m 
the interest of economy, w'hy should not they be scrapped as soon as 
possible and I fail to understand why a period of five years should be 
fixed in their case. Last year, w^hen I was dealing with the Public 
Accounts Committee Report, I pointed out to you that there is a great 
misuse of these saloons, so much so that a band-master at Jamalpur 
was also supplied with a saloon and for that the Railway Administration 



report of the public accounts committee 


1073 


li5)cl to bear much expenditure. So practically speaking, these saloons are 
not required in as large a number as they are todav. The sooner the 
unnecessary number of them is removed the better. 

As regards the passes, I was urging in this House that the grant 
of free ])asses to railway officials and employees is a nuisance and mere 
wastage of public money. It is not a question of benefit only. There 
is a great deal of misuse. The number of passes issued every year by 
the administration is increasing year by year. A few years ago the 
number was given and it amounted to more than 8 lakhs of passes, issued 
for all classes of carriages, first, second, inter and third class and if you 
take an average of Rs. 20 a pass, it amounts to more than a erore of 
rupees. We are tapping every source, we are putting pressure on the 
travelling public to get money to make the two ends meet but we are 
forgetting to take care of these economies. f think the Railway Depart¬ 
ment should look into the matter and the issue of passes should be 
stopped as much as possible. 

The question of the post of Director of the Botanical Survev was 
taken up. This post has been retained b\it T do not think that the 
services of the Director are required in the interests of the public, especial¬ 
ly as all work relating to cinchona was transferred, when Burma was 
separated from India. 

In connection witli the amounts held under objection, I jnay point 
out that there is a large amount of under charges which was detected 
during audit; out of which even after realisation, a sum of Rs. 29,874 
was still left uncollected. That amount relates to the year under review. 
As T was submitting the Raihvays should be a little more careful in 
spending money. 

As regards postal irregularities, the Committee has taken note that 
they would exercise greater control in giving i'ontraets of treasuries. Th*^re 
was a case of a loss of Rs. 50.0(X) at Calcutta and T hope the Department 
of Communications will also see to the recommendations of the Committee 
being implemented and that no such cases recur again. It was brought 
to the notice of the Committee that a non-official was usually being 
appointed as Agent to the Governor-General in South Africa, but the 
present incumbent is one whose salary is non-voted. it was our privilege 
that the salary was voted by this House, but now it has been made into 
a non-voted item. 1 think the Government will see tl»at in future the 
advantages which were given to the non-officials should not be taken 
away and no amount which was once votable by the Assembly should 
be made into a non-votable item. A non-official gentleman should always 
be appointed as Agent in South Africa 

There was another case of expenditure which was sanctioned for the 
construction of a pilgrim camp at Karachi. The money, say, Rs. 1,29,000 
was sanctioned and it was to be met out of Kamran Quarantine fund. 
However, it came to our notice that the construction w\as stopped as a 
measure of economy on account of the war. We pressed this matter before 
the Public Accounts Committee for its serious consideration and we 
vecommended that the pilgrims camp should be erected at Karachi soon. 
I cannot say whether it has been constructed since. This is very necessary 
in the interests of the poor pilgrims. Expenditure on such useful items 
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should not be curtailed as a measure of economy. I was till now under 
the impression that only the Military Department was responsible for 
wasteful expenditure, but 1 now find that the Eailway Department has 
taken the lead. With these words, I resume my seat. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow (Member for Railways and Commum- 
cations): Sir, 1 should like to make a few remarks about the observations 
which have fallen from the Honourable Member who has just resumed 
his seat, as he referred in the course of his speech to one or two points 
concerning the Railways. As regards saloons, he is of course familiar 
with what is entered in Ai)pendix 111 to the Public Accounts Committee 
Pepc'rt which shows that, consideration has been given to tliis (question. 
1 gather that the Commit tee was on the whole satisfied that this question 
was receiving the attention which it deserved. 1 would remind the 
Honourable Member that we are not constructing saloons now, but largely 
using the stocks which possib1\ i)^ the old days were a little more numerous 
than they need have been. 

Bub the more important question which he raised was that we should 
abolish passes on the railways. 1 think he made that also in an eariier 
speech last week. We have in recent years done a good deal to reduce 
the passes; w^e made, F will not say great but cpiite appreciable reductions 
a few years ago. One of the consequences was a series of protests in this 
House including from an Honourable Member who is not sitting far 
aw\ay from my Honourable friend, Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Gham. 

Mr. Lalchand Nav<Hrai: I differ from him. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: If 1 were to abolish passes altogether 
I should spend the rest of my official life answering quostious in this House 
Actually, in the light of the opinions expressed in this House, we relaxed 
our cuts in passes to some extent, but not to a very large extemt, and 
W'e also later inade important reductions in the future scale for officers. 
But I do not think it would be reasonable to abolish passes or to encro.ich 
upon them very appreciably at present. After all, a pass is a very useful 
way of giving an employee something that has a profound value to him, 
but it does not cost us a corresponding amount. In other words, it is 
part of liis remuneration, but a part in which normally speaking he gets, 
if I may put it in Irish fashion, more than we pay. These passes are 
greatly valued by our employees and they do form. I think, an incentive 
to good men to enter railway employment. They also assist our employees 
to take holidays, and, thereby, to keep themselves fit. As railway servants, 
it must also be remembered that they are subject to the inconvenience of 
freqiKiiit transfer, sometimes to long distance from their homes and it 
is surely unreasonable that they should not be given facilities for travelling 
to their homes. T think the system of passes is prevalent in most if not 
all the railways of the world and I cannot be a party to their abolition. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, I have some sympathy 
with my Honourable friend, Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad, for the somewhat 
umaithusiastic nature, if I may so term it of this debate and I agree 
with him in feeling that it is the duty of Members of the Public Accounts 
Committee who after all have sat for many days going over the points 
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which have been raised in the accounts, I think, it is their duty when the 
motion for consideration comes before this House to be present and to 
initiate the debate and give this House some idea of the main points 
which received their attention during their Session. It is a little difficult 
for the ordinary Member of this House to wade tlirough the mass of 
material which the Committee has covered and himself extract the points 
of special interest. It is unfortunate, I think, that the House today did 
not have tlu' advantage of the initial comments of any Member of the 
C'ommittee. 1 would, however, point out that the accounts of the \ear 
H)‘{8-89 are of far less interest from the point of view of the control of 
this House than is usual with such accounts and the reason is this. As 
I mentioned the other day, in the course of the year in question, the 
Government were ccnnpelled to embark on a campaign of retrenchment 
and economy. Now, ojie of the main funciions of the Ihiblic Accounts 
Committee is to take the actual outturn of the figures f)f expenditure and 
to compare them with the grants which were voted by this House. Now, 
when in the ccjurse of the year the Government is compelled, for major 
rt'asons of policy, t(j request the Departments to cut down their expen¬ 
diture to tile minimum which is reasonably possible, tlien obviously it 
becomes inappropriate for a Committee to sit afterwards to decide the 
extent to which tliese Departments in their ex])endituie iiave conformed 
to the original grant which was voted by this House because an entirely 
overriding factor has supervened which has made any criterion of that 
kind inapplicable. That hajipened in the course of the year and it has 
naturally robbed the proceedings of the Comm’ttce of a great deal of the 
usual kind of interest tvhiidi attaches to them. 

The second point is this. This Committee was sitting during certain 
days of this summer whcai we, the Members of tlie Government, and 
the witnesses who appeared before them in common with the ri‘St of the 
world were very mueh preoccupied with eonteniporar\ events and with 
(levelopinonts whieli bade fair (‘ompletely to eidipse any interest which 
could attach to the accounts of the year before last. In these circum¬ 
stances, 1 had to ask the Committee to agree to sit only for half of the 
day because both ‘myself and the officers of Government wild appeared 
witnesses before the Committee were heavily engaged in current work in 
connection with the war. I am glad to say that the Committee appre¬ 
ciated that in the extraordinary circumstances of this year they could 
hardly (‘xpect to go into such detailed examination of the figures relating 
to tile vear HK18-d9 and they did assist me and tlie witnesses to dispose 
of the work before us in a reasonable time. It is for that reason that 
the volumes relating to the proceedings of the Committee are markedly 
slighter this year than they are in normal years. For the same reason, 
I suggest that this House in the background of current events can hardly 
be ex 2 :)ected to take so vivid an interest in the whole business of these 
accounts and of the report of the Committee. I will not endeavour to 
traverse the detailed points whicli liave been mentioned by individual 
speakers. They are points which were gone into in fair detail during 
the ])r()cee(lings of tlie Committee, and, for the reasons I have just 
mentioned, I do not think they claim any absorbing interest at this time. 
1 think I observe on the part of the Members of this House some 
anxiety to complete the present discussions devoid as they are of the 
usual interest and to deal with the excess grants, which I shall now 
have to move. 



DEMANDS FOR EXCESS GRANTS FOR 1938-39. 


Central Excise Duties. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Sir, I move: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 1,14,761 be voted by the Assembly to regularise 
the expenditure chargeable to revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted grant 
in the year 1938-39, in respect of 'Central Excise Duties’.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim): The question is: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 1,14,751 be voted by the Assembly to regularise 
the expenditure chargeable to revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted grant 
in the year 1938-39, in respect of ‘Central Excise Duties’.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Legislative Assembly and Legislative Assembly Department. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, 1 move: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 15,872 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
expenditure chargeable to revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted grant in 
the year 1938-39 in respect of ‘Legislative Assembly and Legislative Assembly 
Department’.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Raliim): The (|uesiion is: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 15,872 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
expenditure chargeable to revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted grant in 
the year 1938-39 in respect of ‘Legislative As.sembly and Legislative Assembly 
Department’.” 

The motion was adopted. 


(JEXSUS. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir. I move: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 174 be voted by the Assembly to regularise (he 
expenditure chargeable to revenue actually incurred in exces-s of ‘the voted grant in 
the year 1938-39 in respect of ‘Census’.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahini); Motion moved: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 174 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
expenditure chargeable to revenue actually iucurivcl in excess of the voted grant in 
the year 1938-39 in respect of ‘Census’.” 

Sardar Sant Sin£h (West Punjab: Sikh): Sir, ns regards CenEUs I 
want to seek certain information from the Honourable the Finance Mem¬ 
ber as to the revenues of the Central Government. I would like to know 
what part of the Census expenses is spent out of the revenues of the 
Central Government? Is the (’ensus work that is going on in the Pro¬ 
vinces paid for by th.e Central Government or by the l^ro- 
vincial Governments or by the local bodies in the Provinces, because I 
remember in the Punjab certain expenses have been asked to be paid 
by the Municipalities and the District Boards in connection with the 
work of the (^ensus. I do not think it is a fair charge upon tliose bodies. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member need not discuss that. He has asked a question and the Govern¬ 
ment will give him the information. 
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Sardar Sant Sin^: That is the information I would like to have. 


ThB Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, as far as I remember, 

1 p.M. position is as follows. It is no doubt the case that the res¬ 

ponsibilities in connection with the Census fall on the Centre and 
therefore, normally, all expenditure in connection with Census will fall on 
the Centre. At the same time there are many services which Provincial 
Goveniments and their officers and even local bodies can render in connec¬ 
tion with Census without actually incurring additional expenditure them¬ 
selves. Now, before embarking on the present operations in connection with 
Census, we took the precaution of asking various Provincial Governments 
and certain other units concerned whether they would co-operate to the 
same degree as in the past and n<jt seek from us to be remunerated 
except in respect of actual out-of-pocket expenses, because, unless tliey 
were prepared to do that, it is possible that the cost of conducting the 
census would be so great that it would not he feasible to undeHakc it 
at a time like this, and, as far as I remember, the general response of 
the Provincial GoverniTients and units concerned was favourable and, 
therefore, the position is that they will perform certain services on our 
behalf which do not actually result in additional expenditure to them,— 
part-time use of staff which is already going about and so on, and that 
we shall only be involved in the additional expenditure due to additional 
out-of-pocket expenses. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 174 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
expenditure chargeable to revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted grant in 
the year 1938-39 in respect of ‘Census*. 

The motion was adopted. 

Working Expenses—Maintenance and Supply of Locomotive Power^ 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, T move : 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 17,73,557 be voted by the Assembly to regularist* 
the expenditure chargeable to Railway revenue actually incurred in excess of the 
voted grant in the year 1938-39 in respect of ‘Working Expenses—Maiiit<mance and 
Supply of Locomotive Pow’er'.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Motion moved : 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 17,73,557 he voted by the Assembly to regularise 
the expenditure chargeable to Railway revenue actually incurred in excess of the 
voted grant in the year 1938-39 in respect of ‘Working Expenses—Maintt nance and 
Supply of Locomotive Power’.” 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan Rural): May I ask one question? T notice that in some 
cases the Public Accounts Committee have expressed their view clearly 
ihai the vote of the House should be obtained. Mav T ask whether they 
have demanded the same in connection with all these demands? 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Yes, Sir. The‘Committee have 
recommended that all these excesses should be regularized by a vote of 
the House. 
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Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad; That is only formal. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): The question is: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 17,73,557 be voted by the Assembly to regularise 
the expenditure chargeable to Railway revenue actually incurred in excess of the 
voted grant in the year 1938-39 in respect of ‘Working Expenses—Maintenance and 
Supply of Locomotive Power’.’* 

The motion was adopted. 


Working Expenses—Maintenance of Carriage and Wagon Stock. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, I move: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 1,11,379 be voted by the Assembly to regularise 
the expenditure chargeable to Railway revenue actually incurred 

in excess of the voted grant in the year 1938-39 in respect of ‘Working Expenses— 
Maintenance of Carriage and Wagon Stock*.*’ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 1,11,379 be voted by the Assembly to regularise 
the expenditure chargeable to Railway revenue actually incurred 

in excess of the voted grant in the year 1938-39 in respect of ‘Working Expenses— 
Maintenance of Carriage and Wagon Stock*.** 

The motion was adopted. 

Working Expenses—Miscellaneous Expenses. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, I move: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 12,94,896 be voted by the Assembly to regularise 
the expenditure chargeable to Railway revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted 
grant in the year 1938-39 in respect of ‘Working Expenses—Miscellaneous Expenses’.’’ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 12,94,896 be voted by the Assembly to regularise 
the expenditure chargeable to Railway revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted 
grant in the year 1938-39 in respect of ‘Working Expensesi—Miscellaneous Expenses’.’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Working Expenses—Expenses of Electrical Dejpartment. 


The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, I move: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 3,85,115 be voted by the Assembly to regularise 
the expenditure chargeable to Railway revenue actually incurred in excess of the 
voted grant in the year 1938-39, in respect of ‘Working Expenses—Expenses of Elec¬ 
trical Department’.’’ 

Mr. Prssidsnt (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 3,85,115 be voted by the Assembly to regularise 
the expenditure chargeable to Railway revenue actually incurred in excess of the 
voted grant in the year 1938-39, in respect of ‘Working Expenses—Expenses of Elec¬ 
trical Department*.’* 

The motion was adopted. 
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Interest Charges. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Baisman: Sir, I move: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 983 be voted bv the Assembly to regularise the 
expenditure chargeable to Railway revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted 
grant in the year 1938-39 in respect of ‘Interest Charges’.'* 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 983 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
expenditure chargeable to Railway revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted 
grant in the year 1938-39 in respect of ‘Interest Charges’.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Stores and Workshop—Expenditure not charged to Revenue. 


The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, T move: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 1,84,697 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
expenditure chargeable to Railway capital actually incurred in excess of the voted 
grant in the year 1938-39, in respect of ‘Stores and Workshop—Expenditure not 
Charged to Revenue’.” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 1,84,697 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
expenditure chaigtable to Railway capital actually incurred in excess of the voted 
grant in the year 1938-39, in respect of ‘Stores and WorkshoiD—Expenditure not 
Charged to Revenue’.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Open Line Works. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, I move: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 60,98,240 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
expenditure chargeable to Railway capital actually incurred in excess of the voted 
grant in the year 1938-39, in respect of ‘Open Line Works’.” 

Mr.. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 50,98,240 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
expenditure chargeable to Railway capital actually incurred in excess of the voted 
grant in the year 1938-39, in respect of ‘Open Line Wbrks’.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): That concludes the 
business on the agenda. Motion for adjournment by the Honourable 
Member Mr. Essak Sait. (Honourable Members: “After lunch.”) If that 
is the desire of the House, the motion will be taken up after the luncheon 
adjournment. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandrfci Datta) in the Chair. 



MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Closing down of the Branch Line between Shoranur and Nilambur 
IN THE Malabar District. 

Mr. H. A. Sathar Essak Sait (West Coast and Nilgiris: Muham¬ 
madan): Sir, I move: 

“That the Assembly do now adjourn.'* 

The railway authorities have suddenly decided to close down a very 
important branch line in the Malabar district. That line runs from 
Shoranur to Nilambur and it is 42 miles long. It is called a branch line 
but the very length of it will, 1 hope, be an indication to the House of 
the importance of this line. For Honourable Members to understand the 
signilicance and the importance of the line, I think I had better briefly 
go into the history of the construction of this line. This line 
was consti’ucted as a result of the very unfortunate incidents that 
occurred in Malabar in the year 1921 which later came to be 
known as the Malabar rebeliion of 1921. When constructed it 
was conceived purely as a strategic line for military purposes 
only. It was pointed out, and it was very well known to the authorities, 
that this was not going to be a remunerative line at all; and in construct¬ 
ing the line the question of return on the capital expended did not enter 
into their considerations at all. The only consideration was, certain faci¬ 
lities that the military required. Therefore it does not lie with Govern¬ 
ment today to turn round and say that they are abolishing this because it 
has proved unrernunerativo, for it was never meant to be remunerative. 
When the project of constructing this line was mooted, certain alternative 
lines were suggested by people interested in these matters, lines which 
would have been very remunerative and attractive from their point of view. 
We suggested that the line should branch off at Tirur and should be 
taken to Malapuram via Manjeri and thus brought down to Cahcut. If 
that project were accepted it would have been a very remunerative busi¬ 
ness Jiltogether. But then the gentlemen who were responsible for this 
line and were anxioUs for it, were not, as I said before, actuated by any 
other consideration except that of strategy and military needs. And I 
will explain what these military needs were. From the experience gained 
in that unfortunate rebellion of 1921 Government found great and urgent 
necessity of having facilities for rushing troops to the heart of Ernad 
Without having to mOve along the coast where a great number of bridges 
stood as potential danger. They wanted to have a line which would 
enable them to rush off troops either from the Nilgiris or from Bangalore 
or Madras, wherever the militarv station might be, and get the troops as 
quickly as possible into the heart of Ernad without having to move along 
the coast. Therefore they selected a route which passed through hilly 
country and through forests. That is the history and that is the object 
of this line. I am trying to prove that the line being what it is it could 
never have been expected to be a remunerative line at all. 

Now, Sir, having been constructed as a purely strategic line this line 
entered into the life of the people of those parts. The people adjusted 
iheir conveniences according to the line that existed, so much so that 
today when there is this question of closing d6wn the line, the Raja Saheb 
ot Nilambur who represents that area in this House and I myself have 
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been getting sheafs of telegrams and representations protesting against 
this and calling attention to the great loss and inconvenience and also to 
the military danger that may he caused if this line is abolished. 

Maulana Zafar All Khan (East Central Punjab: Muhammadan): From 
the Moplahs? 

Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait: Y es, objection comes from the 
Moplahs also. 

Maulana Zafar All Khan: Will not they be throvvn out of employ- 
ihent ? 

Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait: 1 was pointing out that the objectors 
included Moplahs also. I am not saying that danger is expected from the 
Moplahs, but thousands of them will be thrown out of employment 
because of the dislocation of trade caused by the abolition of this line. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the strategic point that comes within the 
second part of the motion. In abolishing this line the authorities are not 
only causing great inconvenience and loss and also creating unemployment 
among the people, but they are also doing something which they should 
not do easily. That is to say, this line was meant to be a sort of insur¬ 
ance against future trouble in that area. This was a protection and secu¬ 
rity for the law-abiding people in that part of the country. People are 
afraid,-—and theise representations point it out,—that the removal of 
this line and the easy facility of moving troops whenever necessary will 
certainly endanger the security of that part of the country. These are 
my main reasons for objecting to the closing down of this branch line. 

There is one more point and I have done: and that is, with regard to 
the shortness of notice. I am aware that my Honourable friend, when 
Sir Syed liaza Ali moved his motion of adjournment, apologised for the 
shortness of notice which he was compelled to give and also adduced 
reasons for it. The reasons are there and our difficulties also are there. 

1 liave here a copy of the Madras Mail of the 19th instant, which reached 
Malabar on the 20th, and in it is a notice which states that this line is to 
be closed for all descriptions of traffic on and from Thursday, the 5th 
December: that is to say, notice was given exactly of fifteen days. It 
has to be considered as to how these things affect the people who are 
interested in these matters. People have contracts: for instance, J 
think there are a number of merchants who have contracts to supply 
timber from the Nilambur forests, and God knows what other goods to 
distant places. They depended upon this means of conveyance being 
available to them, and entered into all these commitments, and, today, 
•suddenly, my Honourable friend gets up and says that the line is to be 
abolished from the 5th December. What is to happen to all these con¬ 
tracts? Where is the time for them to adjust their difficulties? He 
should have given at least six months notice. That is what one of the 
telegrams suggests, that if my Honourable friend is not willing to keep 
this line, he should at least agree to keep it on for another six months, so 
that these commitments could be attended to. For all these reasons, I can 
only request because I understand the position of the Government also, that 
he should reconsider the position in the light of what I have been able to 
say and what other honourable friends may add to :it—he should either 
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give up the idea of closing down this line altogether because it affects 
about three lakhs of people and their lives and their business, or he 
should at least give six months notice so that those who have made com¬ 
mitments may be able to fulfil them. 

Then I have an alternative suggestion to make, because I do not know 
what my Honourable friend may say—h^ may again bring up this ques¬ 
tion of profit or remunerativeness. If it is a question of the line being 
unremunerative, then I and my friends in Malabar, including the Raja 
Saheb of Nilambur, are willing to guarantee that if he will extend the 
line according to our advice from Nilambur via Malappuram and Manjeri 
to Calicut, then he can be assured of a very very good return on the 
capital outlay. For these reasons I would request him to reconsider the 
matter. Sir, I move. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): Motion moved: 

“That the Assembly do now adjourn." 

Sir Syed Baza Ali (Cities of the United Provinces: Muhammadan 
Urban): Sir, the reason which has prompted my Honourable friend to 
table this motion is a very different one from the reason which led me to- 
move the motion with reference to the closing of a section of the East 
Indian Railway on Friday last. We have had the advantage—or shall 1 
say the advantages and sorrows—that were our lot in the course of that 
debate. Having had the advantage of listening to the speech of my Hon¬ 
ourable friend, the Railway Member, on that occasion, let me make it quite 
clear that so far as this House is constituted today, after the departure 
of the Congress Members, there is no desire, so far as I can see in any 
part of the House, especially this side, to hamper the war effort of the 
G-overnment of India. I think there should be no doubt on that point. 
We are quite prepared—and I am sure that the majority of the country, 
if I understand the feeling of the majority correctly—is quite prepared to- 
help the Government in all its legitimate efforts to prosecute the war. 
That is point number one. 

Then comes the question of the Railway Board or whoever the autho¬ 
rity may be, choosing these lines or branches in a haphazard manner 
and taking very early steps, without giving the people sufficient notice, 
to demolish them. 1 suggest that it is the duty of the Government of 
India and of my Honourable friend, the Railway Member, and the Rail¬ 
way Board to lay down some definite, tangible, clear principles which will 
apply to those lines which it is proposed should be closed down or demo¬ 
lished. As it is, my Honourable friend, the Railway Member, pointed 
out on Friday that they were demolishing a number of lines and the 
Chandpur-Siau-Bijnor section is included in that list. I do not think: 
that is the right way of approaching the question or laying down the 
policy of the Government of India. What I would earnestly suggest tu 
the Railway Member, if he wants to take public opinion with him. ia 
that a careful list should be made out of those lines which it is. proposed 
should be either closed down or demolished or dismantled, and the .guid- 
ing principle should be this: the least remunerative branch or section- 
should be the first to go; the next least remunerative section or branch 
should follow; and so on. Let us have a definite principle, otherwise if 
you tar all these railways with the same brush—if I am not using Bf 
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mixed metaphor—it will be exceedingly inconvenient to the public ana 
not based on any principle at all. In the choice of the Government ot 
India or of the Railway Board, whoever it may be, I find that all sorta 
of railways—good, bad and indifferent—those bringing profits to Govern¬ 
ment and those causing loss to Government and those that are just paying, 
their way—they are all huddled up together without any regard to busi¬ 
ness or commercial considerations. 1 submit that is not the correct thing 
to do. 

If my Honourable friend, the Railway Member, who T am sure taket* 
the keenest interest in broad questions of principle, is prepared to meet 
this point, 1 tliink the next ^itep that T would suggest to him would he* 
that before definite action, final action, is taken, he should consult either 
the Railway Finance Committee or the Railw^ay Advisory Council. ' 
believe there is such a body as the Railway Advisory Council. The 
members of these committees are men from all over India, and they ar^- 
men who have actual exnenence of the conditions of the provinces in 
which they live. Their advice would be of real benefit to the Govern¬ 
ment. Now. if there are any objections to either of these two bodies being 
consulted I would suggest for the careful consideration of my friend, the- 
Railway Member, the setting up of an entirely new body, an ad hoc body, 
who could be consulted only on the Question of dismantling or closing 
down of any Railway section or branch. The reason why I make this 
suggestion is this. Unfortunately, this war has been going on for the last 
16 months. We do not know how long it will last. If it lasts quite as- 
long as the last war lasted, then, it may be, for purposes of defence Gov¬ 
ernment will have to take action on a larger scale than the action which 
they have already taken, and I think it will be a very short-sighted policy 
not to take either this House or the representatives of the public into* 
confidence and to go ahead without endeavouring to secure on their side 
public opinion. If you can have your point by taking the people into* 
your confidence, why try to secure the same obiect bv antagonising public 
opinion. It is now quite clear that the Government have made out their 
list without the least regard to the profits which each railway section* or 
branch brings them, because on the one side we know that on the 
1st of December, 1940, will be closed the Bijnor-Chandpur-Siau section 
of the Railway which is positively profitable, while on the 5th of Decem¬ 
ber, four days later, will be dismantled the Shoranur-Nilambur Railway, 
which, I believe, is running at a loss and which is situated about 900 
miles away. The comparison shows that not much regard has been paid 
either by the Railway Board or by the Government of India to the order 
in which the lines should be dismantled, nor have they paid any regard 
to the distinction that ought to be made between a profitable business 
and one that is unremunerative. 

Then I come to the next point, and it is this. I believe Tatas have 
been manufacturing rails for a long time. Are they engaged in manu¬ 
facturing rails at present? Now, I Itnow we could not expect the Gov¬ 
ernment of India to anticipate what happened in Europe, in April, May 
and June this year. All the same, the Government of India knew that 
the distance between the Northern and Western part of India and the- 
Russian territory was almost nil. Our boundary practically adjoins that 
country. Russia has been a dark horse since the 23rd August, 1940. 
Nobody has’ put any faith, nobody has any reason to put any faith, in 
the bona fides of Russia. The situation may have altered in some? 
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respects with reference to Russia. But may I know what precautions 
■did the Government take to replenish their railway stocks since the war 
broke out on the 3rd September, 1939? Surely they ought to have done 
something. Unfortunately, the non-official element is not associated 
with the policy and the methods of the Government of India, bo the 
latter have to take the credit or the discredit ns the case may be entirely 
to themselves. What precautions did the Government of India take? 
Was it impossible to keep some stocks, not huge stocks, but some stocks 
in reserve, in any case? It is very important to remember that England 
is most anxious, and very rightly too, that her exports do not suffer, and 
that the workmen over there should be engaged in manufacturing and 
producing articles and things which could be exported from England, 
because that is the only way to find at least partly the cost 
of the war. That is the only way in which people can be kept up in 
a fairly sound economic position. I will not talk of exports from India 
now. But was it not our duty to see that at least we manufactured 
goods and articles for our own needs, not for purposes of export, but 
•only for internal purposes, for instance, rails, locomotives, engines and 
•other things? Sir, I discovered the other day while I was sitting on a 
Committee that now a large number of those things that were not 
manufactured in India before the commencement of the war are being 
manufactured here. In fact a rough list was given to me, and the items 
there were quite large in number. At least we ought to have included 
the manufacture of rails on a larger scale in this list. So these are the 
main points that I wish to put before this House, and I ask the Honour- 
.able the Railway Member. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The Honourable 
Member has got one minute more. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: I ask the Honourable the Railway Member to 
go ahead boldly and courageously. In fact, these are critijcal times, 
and boldness and courage have always paid and they will always pay in 
this world. I will ask my friend to tell us if possible as to how far 
the Government of India are prepared to meet us with reference to the 
proposals that I have just made in this House. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow (Member for Railways and Com¬ 
munications) : Sir, in response to a suggestion made in the previous 
debate, I am rising at an earlier stage. I am much obliged to my two 
Honourable friends who have spoken foi? the earnest moderation they 
have shown in presenting their case, and we recognise on this side that 
they and those for whom they speak are anxious not merely not to 
hamper the prosecution of the war, but to do what they can to assist 
in it. And this is itself a step which has been taken in the prosecution 
•of the war. 

Raja T. Manavedan (Madras: Landholders): May I ask one ques¬ 
tion? Is it not a fact. Sir, that Nilambur with adjacent lands is one 
of the biggest timber forests in the south, and that this Railway will 
be very useful for the transport of large quantities of timber which 
will be required for war purposes? 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: 1 will come to that point a little 
later. 

The Honourable Mr. Essak Sait raised a new point when he said 
that this Railway had been built in consequence of strategic considera¬ 
tions. I arn not entirely familiar with the circumstances so many years 
ago, but I think he is correct in stating that they had a certain influence 
•on the decision. At the same time, the Railway was not built with the 
intention that it should run at a loss. The estimates framed at that 
time gave the working earnings at a figure which, if we had been able to 
sustain it, would have made the Railway a profitable one today. Actually, 
we are getting less than a (piarter of the earnings that were then esti¬ 
mated. And as regards both that and the point raised that the export 
by rail of timber might be a matter which w<ndd assist in the war, I 
think the answer is this, that any Railway this kind, in so far as it 
ministers either to the special needs or to the general prosperity of the 
•community, can be said to be an asset from the point of view of the 
war, and that we have to weigh the advantages we get from it against 
our urgent need for rails and other considerations. As regards the 
strategic point raised, I may say that the matter has been referred to 
the defence authorities, and that this step is being taken with their 
concurrence. 

Now, I am in a position—in connection with this Railway we have 
g maintained separate accounts,—to give more exact figures 

which 1 could not do for the small portion of the Railway we 
were discussing the other day. The estimate of the working gross earn¬ 
ings framed, I think, about the year 1927 or 1928 was Rs. 5*65 lakhs. 
For the last five years they have never been above Rs. 1’53 lakhs and 
i)hey have shown a tendency to fall. The actual earnings in 1938-39 was 
Rs. 1'18 lakhs, the earnings for 1939-40 as estimated were Rs. 1-12 lakhs. 
The working expenses for the last year for which earnings of Rs- 1*12 
lakhs are estimated, are estimated at Rs. 2-01 lakhs, which gives a sa\'- 
ing that we can make by closing it of Rs. -89 lakhs. 1 have said nothing, 
you will notice, about interest on capital, although we are there incurring 
a very hearvy loss, because obviously we do not cut down the loss there 
by closing the railway. I may say that is of the order of several lakhs. 
When we make allowance for the effects on the main line traffic and the 
small saving we will get on the main line traffic and when we make 
allowance for interest on what we will get on the sale of materials and 
matters of that kind, the total saving, that is really the loss which we 
can recover on this line, not the total loss—the total saving is Rs. 1-09 
lakhs a year. 

Nowg there is another feature peculiar to this railway which did not 
center into the other case, and that is that the Madras Government have 
given a guarantee upon it. They guaranteed to pay us the interest on 
•capital on the net loss on working, but, unfortunately, only up to a 
maximum of Rs. 1*39 lakhs. I presume that when that figure was fixed 
it was hoped that that would cover the actual loss, but actually, of course, 
as I have already explained to the House, it has been a much greater figure. 
:So that, if we look at the question solely from the purely selfish point 
of view of the Central Government, we are still on our figures getting a 
balance of Rs. 30,000 a year. But I think we have got to take a wider 
point of view and that the correct figure to take is the figure without 
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taking into consideration the Madras Government’s guarantee which, 
after all, comes out of the pockets of the community, and that therefore we* 
are losing rather over a lakh a year. My Honourable friend, Sir llaza Ali, 
suggested that we should go on the principle of taking the least, 
remunerative lines first and then go steadily on with less unremunerative 
lines. Actually we have tried to follow two principles, first, that of re¬ 
muneration, and second, that of alternative facilities open to the public 
who will be affected. But 1 am afraid it is not possible just to say, this 
is the line thart stands highest in the list, we will begin with that, and 
when w'e have lifted all the rails we will go to the next one, and so on 
and so forth, because our war needs for the rails are urgent and these' 
could not be met by taking one or two lines. We will have to take seve¬ 
ral, and acutally, as T said on Friday last, we have also under demolition. 
So that some received priority over, say, the Bijnor line, and are already 
partly or largely demolished. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: Will the Honourable Member announce the 
names today of those lines which are proposed to be dismantled before¬ 
hand? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: Some, as I say, are already being 
dismantled- T will come to that point later. And that I am afraid must 
be my answer to the suggestion that we should give six months' notice. 

I would certainly give six months’ notice if I could, T would given even 
longer notice, but these rails, I can assure the House, without enteriTig 
on to the facts which I am not in a position to disclose, are urgently wanted. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadam Urban): Are' 
the rails to be exported? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow: The rails are going overseas. Tliis 
is an area which I cannot claim to have travelled over as I had travelled' 
over the area discussed on Friday, so I have to take my information from 
maps and from those in a position to advise. But it, would appear to^ 
be now very well served with roads and that I have no doubt is one of 
the reasons, the chief reason why our earnings have fallen so very short 
of the estimates. So far as the maps go, they show thnrt every one of the 
seven stations on this line lies on or near a metalled road and that quite 
a number of bus services serve the most important places in that area— 
my Honourable friend will correct me if I am wrong. If any one were to* 
compare the map of this area with its bus services, with the maps of those- 
places with which I and other Honourable Members are familiar in India, 

I think one would be surprised to find how many roads there were and. 
how well served the area was on the whole. 

Then, to come finally to the suggestion about consulting the Central 
Advisory Council, I cannot, of course, put them in possession of all the* 
facts, but I have asked them to meet on Friday next and they will be 
provided then with as much information as we can give, with a list of the 
railways now being dismantled or which have been decided to be disman¬ 
tled and also with a list of the other railways whom dismantling we are 
contemplating. I think my Honourable friend, Sir Syed Baza Ali, said,.^ 
on Friday that he could offer a number of alternatives. I can assure hinu 
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that we will welcome any suggestion of that kind that could be made. 
But 1 am not very sure of our ufbility to find many alternatives because 
there are, obviously, limitations, on the extent to which we can dismantle 
lines. When this programme is put before the Central Advisory Council, 

I think they will find it a little difficult to find lines of any length which 
could be substituted for those we have under consideration. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: May 1 ask my Honourable friend what is the total 
length of lines which it is proposed to close down or dismantle? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: I cannot give the exact length we 
have under consideration on this particular occasion, but I can only say 
that it falls considerably short of the demands which we have been asked 
to meet. 

^ Dr. Sir Ziauddin Alunad: My Honourable friend, Sir Syed Raza Ali, 
has clearly pointed out our policy that we do not stand in the way of anv 
effort that may be made by the Government in the prosecution of the war. 
But as regards this I suggest that it is ver\’ desirable that when any 
line is to be dismantled, he should take the x\ssembly into confidence. 
If any line is to be dismantled for economic considerations, it is desirable 
that it should be done by a vote of the House. It should be examined 
by the Standing Finance Committee, and then a vote of the House taken 
just before any line is dismantled for economic purposes- But if the 
action is to be taken on account of w'ar condition, then T think it will not 
be practicable to take the vote of the House on the particular matter, 
but my Honourable fnend has got two bodies, namely, the Central Rail¬ 
ways Advisory Council and also the R.-nlway Standing Finance Committee. 
They could be taken into confidence and they could have advised my 
Honourable friend about the choice of the line. For example, those lines 
should be dismantled first where you have got a road running parallel to 
th« railway, so that the traffic may not come to a standstill. In this 
matter, those who have personal experience may give some advice to the 
Government as regards the choice of the lines which may be dismantled 
on account of more urgent reasons. As the Honourable Member has al¬ 
ready said that he will take the Central Advisory Council for Railways 
into his confidence as regards the choice of the railways, then I think the 
objection that I had will disappear and I only want to press one point, 
and that is this. If any action is taken on economic grounds, then I 
think it is desirable to thresh the matter out very clearly in the Standing 
Finance Committee for Railways and then take the vote of the House 
before dismantling the line. 

Raja T. Manavedan: Sir, I do not want to make a long speech on this 

motion. I have only to say a few words. I have to point out that great 

hardship will be caused to the people concerned. From Shoranur to 
Nilambur, further north, the whole country is hilly and full of forests. 
Of course, the roads are not enough and the people there are very poor 
people. On account of this railway line, since it was built several years 

ago, thousands and thousands of people are living there and all those 

people will be ruined now. Hundreds and thousands of small petty 
merchants harv^e grown up there. Their business will be gone. So, the 
sudden closure of this line will prove a great hardship. If at least six or 
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seven months notice is given, they can fall back on other methods of life. 
If this line is closed suddenly, all these peo23le will be ruined and there 
is also the danger of poverty and starvation. I have to point out that. 
Of course, I cannot say.it is a remunerative line. It is not remunerative. 
I have to point out that it is actually working at a loss. If it is delayed, 
that is, the dismantling of this line, for a year or six months, that would 
be better. I do not wish to speak more and with these words I resume 
my seat. 


Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, I am very glad that 
the Honourable Member in charge of Railways, in pursuance of a sugges¬ 
tion made during the course of the debate on the last motion, actually 
intervened in this debate at a very very early stage. On motions of this 
kind, there is not much to be said also. Therefore one or two speakers on 
one side and the Government Member on the other are sufficient to complete 
the debate as a matter of fact. There are one or two points to which I 
wish to make a reference. It was difficult for me at this distance to follow 
what exactly the last speaker was saying but I could gather at least one 
thing from his speech. It was also mentioned by Mr. Sait who moved the 
motion for adjournment. It was this. If this line is now going to be 
dismantled, it is going to be on the 5th December and a large number of 
persons are going to be thrown out of employment. That is one thing and 
it is also going to affect adversely the life of a considerable number of the 
population residing in the vicinity served by this line. Government have 
to do this as a war measure and as my Honourable friend, Sir Syed Raza 
Ali, said, we are not out to hamper war operations. We can understand 
the difficulties or the necessity of a step taken like that but 1 believe that 
if a step is taken on acco\mt of the sheer exigencies of the war, Govern¬ 
ment should also see that no unnecessary loss is caused to many people, 
directly as a result of the action which they have taken. That is a matter 
which they must consider. Is Government going to make any provision 
at least for those who are going to be directly thrown out of employment, 
if this line is dismantled? Have they thought of any plan to meet that 
situation? If they have not thought of any such plan, I believe, they will 
have to consider this point seriously, when dismantling is coming up for 
consideration before the meeting of the Central Advisory Council which the 
Honourable Member in charge of Railways has very expeditiously called 
on the 29th of this month. This will be one of the points on which, at 
least in that meeting, I will lay particular stress. I am giving notice of that 
poiint to him now. Then, there is another point which I want to bring to 
notice. This line is about 42 miles in length, nearly twice the length of the 
other line about which we spoke the other day. There will be thousands 
of persons thrown out of employment. That is a problem which the Gov¬ 
ernment must seriously think of solving satisfactoi'‘ily because those 
persons are not to blame for the action taken by the Government on ac¬ 
count of war conditions. Therefore, the responsibility for making a provi¬ 
sion for that rests on the Government. That is one point. 

Then the second point is this. These lines are being exported some¬ 
where where it is wanted for the sake of war. Their destination is not 
material for the purpose of the argument which I arp going to raise. The 
Indian Railways are losing so much of their assets. Are we going to get 
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any compensat^ion for the loss of these assets, because these lines are 
being taken somewhere to serve war purposes? Who is going to pay? 
How is the loss going to be credited or debited? That is a very important 
point and it is a point which the Standing Finance Committee for Eailways 
is the proper body to discuss and tackle with. I will ask the Honourable 
Member for Eailways also to be prepared with a satisfactory explanation 
on the other point when we meet at the meeting of the Central Advisory 
Council on the 29th instant. This House will, I believe, finish its work on 
the 27th. It would be desirable for the Honourable Member in charge of 
Eailways to give us some idea as to the solution he may have in his mind 
on the two points which I have raised. As regards the question of giving 
notice, if the dismantling 'is d(me as a w'ur measure, the exigencies of w'ar 
cannot wait for six months. Even if it means a good deal of iiiconveniencer 
one has to go through that inconvenience. The war effort is a matter of 
paramount consideration but the inconvenioice caused tf) the piihl'ic on ac¬ 
count of short notice and the serious disloc.ition which trade and other 
avocations will have to undergo on account of short notice are matters 
which can he properly considered if the qiiestioii of compensation to those 
who are goring to incur the losses is going to be considered by the Gov¬ 
ernment. T think, from that point of view, that question of short notice 
is very materi.al. These are tlie few ])oints to which 1 wanted to invite 
ihe attention of the Honourable Member for Eailways and more than that 
I have nothing to say. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar All (Tjucknow and Fv/.abad Divisions; ^luham- 
nuidan Eural): Sir, we are indeed very much obliged to the Honourable 
Mend)cr for Eailways for accepting tins adjournment motion and the one 
before this. 

An Honourable Member: Has he accepted it? 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: T mean, the discussion of it. TTo did not 
take any objection to this adjournment motion being discussed in tins 
House. Sir, this is our rare experience. However, we are obliged to him 
on this occasion. But T find that tin's policy which has been adopted is not 
at all a constnictive policy hut it is a most dcstr\ictive policy that has ever 
been adopted by the Government of India, so far as my remembrance goes. 
Sir, to take so destructive a policy at a time when it is being said every 
day on the floor of this House that the war is getting closer to the Indian 
gates, is unfortunate. Sir, adopting such a policy and not taking up such 
gr(‘ai constructive schemes in hand which ought to save India is rather very 
anomaloiis. To say that those lines are not paying now is also anomalous. 
In my remembrance the lines which were paying, c.g., some of the com¬ 
pany lines, in spite of our asking the Government of India year in and 
year out, have not so far been acquired by the Government of India. 
Now, if the point is one of profitable lines, then the Government ought to 
have looked into the views which we were expressing on the floor of the 
House alwavs that the Government ought to acquire the Bengal and North 
Western and the Eohilkund and Kumaon Eailways. The idea of profitable 
lines has entered into the head of the Government of India today, although 
such profitable conceins which were paying very well to the companies 
have not been taken over by the Government of India! Our objection is 
that those schemes are in hand which are destructive and which are not 
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constructive at all. Sir, they say that they have a scheme of demolishing 
several other lines. Now, I would respectfully submit that it would not 
only be a loss in money but it would also create much unemployment in 
the country. By this unemployment you think that you will gadn some¬ 
thing. My own idea is that the nemesis of the cause of this war has come 
to fall on the very commercial undertaking which the Government of India 
have—otherwise there is no other Department in the Government except 
the Railway Department that 'is so profitable and that has been paying to 
the Government a very handsome profit. Sir, in this case T think the 
prayers and the imprecations T should say of the motor drivers have indeed 
brought this nemesis over a commercial concern in the Government of 
India. 

Sir, these are not matters that should be treated so very lightly, and 
it may be said that because it is not paying, that you are a juggler. 
You can produce figures any day you like. We know it very well, that if 
you want to show that there is a loss, you can show a loss, and if ycai want 
to show a profit, you can show a profit any day you like. Sir, T submit 
that it is very well for the Honourable the Railway Member today to rise 
and say, “well, these lines are unprofitable’'. But what will happen to 
these unprovided people? What will happen to their families? What will 
happen to this unemployment which will he rife from one end of India to 
another? Sir, have you decided, before you formulate any scheme, what you 
are going to do with these unemj)loyed people? Are voii going to employ 
them in the other Departments of the Government of India or not? Sir, 
that is our great concern, and T would submit that today yo\i may decide 
one way or you may decide another way, but these are all destructive 
schemes that you are promulgating in India today. Sir, as Mr. Aney has 
said, today we are very short of Members who can oppose all these schemes, 
but please note that the country will remember it as one of the flagrant 
violations of your economic scheme. With these words. Sir, I resume my 
seat. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani (Tirhut Division: Muhammadan): Sir, 
I will be very brief. I am glad that, after all, the eyes of the Railway 
Department are now open ..... 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: How do you say that? 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ghani: .... from their behaviour here, I 
see that they are out to practise economy in a Department which is called 
a business concern. The only thing before us is that the public should not 
be taken by surprise. Adequate time should be given to them and also to 
these employees over the line. I know that the actual loss, as pointed 
out in the Appropriation Accounts for 1938-39, on strategic lines amounted 
during that year to Rs. 1,82,76,415 and in that very year our liabilities over 
strategic lines increased by Rs. 37,42,158. Now I shall be glad that our 
losses on strategic lines will be diminished by ’ a few thousand rupees as 
the line under discussion is said to form part thereof. There are other 
lines which are pointed out in the Statement on pp. 45 and 46 of 
the Railway Administration Report showing that they are unremunerative 
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:and that they are running at a loss,—as, for instance, the Bankura-Damoo- 
•dar Kiver, the Baraset-BasMrhat Light Bailway, the Jorhat Bailway, the 
Kalighat-Falta Bailway, the Kulasekarapatnam Light Bailway, the Trivel- 
lore Light Bail way, etc., I think that all the lines running at a loss should 
be brought together and placed before the House. There is no use bring¬ 
ing matter piecemeal. Sir, Honourable Members have suggested that the 
matter should only be placed before the Advisory Council and the Standing 
Finance Committee for Bailways. I am not satisfied with that expression 
■of opinion. The fact that we have appointed those bodies does not deprive 
us of our right to see things for ourselves. After they have gone through 
i/he proposals, we have every right to go through their recommendations. I 
think the proposals of all those lines which are to be dismantled because 
they are running at a loss should be brought before this House. T am 
thankful to the Honourable Member who has just moved the motion and 
given us an opportunity of expressing our views in this House in time. 
I am glad that the Honourable the Bailway Member has also given indica¬ 
tion that h'is Department is thinking ot bringing a consolidated list either 
before this House or before certain Committees. If he brings this matter 
to this House through the Railway Standing Finance Committee, well and 
good. With these words, I support the adjournment motion. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Sir, I have 
not much to say on this motion. There are two reasons which have been 
given tor dismantling this railway line and the other line on which there 
was discussion in the House the other day. The first reason is that 
they are uuremuiierative and the second is that the rails and the other 
material are reijuired lor war purposes. There is the third reason also 
which, I think, should have been considered by the Honourable the Bail¬ 
way Member, namely, the convenience of the public. 

Now, considering the matter from the point of view of its unremunera- 
*tive nature, may I ask why is it that these unremunerative railways were 
allowed to exist so far? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: They were kept on for the conveni¬ 
ence of the public. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: So, they were not so unremunerative and were 
not affecting the Government treasury so much as to scrape them. What 
I am submitting is this. Why don’t you come forward and be frank and 
say that you are going to dismantle these railway lines and many more, 
■even if they are remunerative, for the purpose of the war? Then, it 
would be a frank admission and then we may say: We are helpless, let 
them be dismantled. 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: It may come to that as it did in 

the last war when a number of remunerative lines were pulled down, but 
we have not got to that stage yet. And I should like to use all other 
alteruativ(.^s before we come to that stage. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Then, I would suggest another thing. The 
•exodus of the Government of India has been curtailed to Simla and the 
public has also been of the opinion that the Government of India should 
not go up to Simla. Is the Honourable Member prepared to dismantle 
the Kalka-Simla Railway and use all the material for war purposes? 
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The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Unfortunately, those rails are not 

suitable. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: They will be very suitable in hilly tracts. 
There may be some hilly country also where these rails will be required. 
So, it comes to this, that wherever it touches the Government directly, 
they will keep that line. Anyway, what I am submitting is this. In 
considering any railway to be dismantled, the first and foremost consi¬ 
deration should be to see that the public convenience is not very much 
hampered. From that point of view, as I said, the Kalka-Simla Kailway 
can be dismantled because you have got a very good.road also from 
Kalka to Simla. Your motor cars are running beautifully and, therefore, 
that should be the first line to be dismantled. From all these points of 
view, the Government should at least satisfy the Members of the House 
that these questions will be considered by some Committee or they will 
be considered in a manner which will satisfy the public. 

‘ Maulana Zafar All Khan: Sir, the other day when my Honourable- 
friend, Syed Eaza Ali, said .... 

An Honourable Member: He is Sir Syed Kaza Ali. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: The epithet ‘Syed’ is much greater than 
‘Sir’. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: I am proud of being called Syed Kaza Ali. 

Maulana Zafar Ali E^an: The other day he moved his adjournment 
motion on the .closing down of the Chandpur-Bijnor section of the East 
Indian Railway. That day I spoke and referred in very strong language 
to the irresponsible character of the Treasury Benches, especially Sir 
Andrew Clow. 1 went so far as to suggest facetiously that because Sir 
Andrew Clow was hampering the war effort and was not helping in its 
successful prosecution, he ought to be placed under arrest. And, then, 
of course, he made a reply, and that repl}^ satisfied me. That reply was 
that he had helped in the pulling down of this line in the interests of the 
wai and for strategic and military reasons. The logic was unanswerable 
and T had to accept it. Now, my friend, Mr. Abdul Sal bar, has placed 
another motion before the House. It is a similar motion and refers to 
the proposal to close down a line in Malabar. We have now come to the 
conclusion that the remunerative character of the railway line or the 
convenience of the public are not at all the considerations 
which weigh with the Government. The only consideration with 
them is the successful prosecution of the war. And if for 
the successful prosecution of the war iron is required, as T think 
it is required, by the Government, then not one or two or three but any 
nuiiiber of lines may be pulled down irrespective of the loss that the move 
may incur, and T think we cannot object to it. There will be no valid 
grounds for us to object. We have been so much accustomed to travel* 
by railway that the very idea of our being deprived of a railway line of, 
say, 80 or 40 miles in length puts us on tenterhooks. We know it per¬ 
fectly well that there was a timtc when this railway line was dubbed as 
the donkey of the anti-Christ— Khar-i-Dajjal. Why not dispense with* 
the donkey of the anti-Christ and have done with it! 
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Lei the whole of it be pulled down, let all the railways be dismantled 
and let us go back to the times wheii the bullock carts ruled and camels 
and horses trotted and men travelled on donkeys and also on foot. Let 
us go back to those times. So far as my views are concerned, I agree that 
we must have the exigencies of w^ar always before our minds’ eyes. 
Those who read the newspapers carefully and read them between the 
lilies must have read with great perturbation the announcement made by 
the British Ambassador in America that we have come to our last finan¬ 
cial tether. All our gold, all our securities are gone and we are on the 
point of asking America to give us a loan of thousands of millions dollars. 
V\ e have come to that stage. Now, when we are in such a dreadful fix 
and the war is coming closer to us, God knows what will happen tomorrow. 
It may happen this way. Bulgaria is irresolute and may come under the 
heel of Hitler and allow the German Army to cross Bulgaria on its way 
to Greece. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The Honourable 
Member is going far away from the motion. 

Maulana Zafar All Khan: The matter is closely related to the motion 
now before the House. Supposing that happens and the war comes to 
Turkey and Turkey being the Ally of Great Britain says, ‘1 want railway 
lines, 1 want so much of iron and steel', then if our Government dis¬ 
mantles many more railway lines in order to supply iron and steel to 
Turkey, I, as a Muslim, will decidedly say, ‘go ahead’. The question 
before the House is not whether the line is remunerative or unremunera- 
tive, the question is not whether the people are put to any inconvenience, 
the question is a purely military one. As, unfortunately, the Government 
have lost all ideas of sanity, they will not take us into their confidence. 
Had they taken the non-ofiicials into their confidence, then the Congress 
Benches would not have been empty. Had you trusted them, they would 
have been here. They promised large sums of money and valuable 
support if only the non-officials w^ere taken into confidence, but the Gov¬ 
ernment did not accept the offer, W'e are not out to hamper you in the 
war effort. You simply do not trust us. You do not take Mr. Jinnah 
into your confidence,, you do not take Mr. Aney into your confidence, in 
fact you do not take any one of us into your confidence. We are gracious 
enough, we are generous enough to assure you of our own accord that we 
do not want to hamper you in your w’ar activities. Is it not, therefore, 
up to you to trust us and appoint a Committee of at least two or three 
men and tell them that you propose to dismantle such and such a line, 
for such and such reasons ? If for the sake of policy you do not want those 
reasons to be given out in public, let them remain secret, but at least 
consult our men. Oar case is aptly described by the poet who says; 

**Pakre. jatai hain fareshton ke likhe 'par no hak 

Adami hoi haniara darn-i-tahrir bhi thad' 

You will require me to translate the verse into English. Well here is 
the Liiglish version of the couplet: “We are being condemned unheard 
on ilie one-sided report of the C. I. D. Section of the heavenly host, viz., 
the angels. We should like to know if there was any one on the spot 
who held a brief for us and pleaded our cause”. 'No, vou do what 
you like. 
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Sir Syed Raza All: Everything is done ex parte. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: Our attitude is plain. We will not hamper 
you. We will not obstruct you. Your attitude ought to be a sympathetic 
attitude, a sane attitude, the attitude of men who do not live in the 
transcendental world. Come down from the transcendental heights into 
diiijensioii.'i] spaoe and listen to what we have got to say. The time will 
come, when you shall listen. In fact the time has come. Only the other 
day the Honourable Member for Labour in the British Cabinet announced 
that henceforward all Indian seamen will be treated like men, and will 
no longer be called lascars. He also declared that 200 or 300 workmen 
will be invited from India to go to England to receive training and get 
the same scale of pay as the European workmen of similar status there. 

Mr. M. S. Alley: Not the same scale of pay. 

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan: But they will have the same scale of pay 
in the near future. I think that lime is coming. Let that time approach 
faster. With these words, I support the motion for adjournment. 

1 do hope that in view of the commitments of the people of Malabar 
in regard to the line under discussion at least a few months grace would 
be given to them. Then you can go on pulling down as many lines as 
you like. 


Mr. B. M. Staig (Einancial Commissioner, Railways): • Sir, the 
Honourable Member for Railways has already dealt with most of the points 
raised in the course of the debate in the sp)eech which he has already 
made. There are one or two matters in regard to which some apprehen¬ 
sions have been expressed with which I should like very briefly to deal. 
One Honourable Member referred to the possibility of serious unemploy¬ 
ment arising. On occasions when the curtailment of our railway activities 
tends to throw staff out of work, we do our best to reabsorb them in other 
railway duties. I can assure the House that we shall do our best on 
this particular occasion to see that the hardship produced by the closing 
down of this line is reduced to the minimum. In regard to hardships 
over which the railways have no control, I can only say that the closing 
down of this lino is being carried out in consultation with the Madras 
Government. Allusion has been made in the course of the debate to 
motor transport in that area and it is possible that some of the employees 
or persons affected may be absorbed in that industry should the removal 
the railway lead to its expansion. We have taken up with the Madras 
Government the question of whether at the end of the war, this line 
should be replaced. Their reply will be considered before a decision is 
arrived at in this matter. 

One Honourable Member enquired what were the financial arrangements 
in connection with the closing down of this line. We shall receive the 
estimated value of the materials being made over and the cost of dismantle¬ 
ment. These questions will take some time to settle. But the general 
settlement will proceed on that principle. His Majesty’s Government 
will pay through the Supply Department. 
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In conclusion, I wish to say that we have examined with the greatest 
care the possibility of meeting these very urgent requirements without 
dismantling of existing lines. We have examined our own relaying pro¬ 
gramme and we shall have to make very considerable reductions in con¬ 
nection with it with a view to the efficient prosecution of the war. But 
the measures tal^en by way of postponement of relaying are not enough. 
Nor is an adequate supply of new rails likely to be obtainable. Those 
factories which produce rails have had their capacity very seriously strained, 
as can readily be appreciated, by demands thrown upon them in other 
connections. Therefore, Sir, taking into account all economic considera¬ 
tions and the grave urgency of the requirements we have arrived at the 
conclusion that this is the most economical and efficacious way of dealing 
with the demand. 

Sir Syed Raza Ali: May 1 ask what the productive capacity of Tata’s 
is .ind wlu'tlier full use has been made of that capacity ; and also whether 
there are any other firms that manufacture rails and if the best use has 
been made of them? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Glow: Sir, I am s^^rry mv Honourable 
friend, Sir Horni Mody, is not in this House; he would have been aGle to 
answer that question much better than T can. But he assured me the 
other day that Tata’s are working to full capacity. There is no other firm 
at the moment in a position to produce rails. 

Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait: Sir, very little remains for me to say 
in reply to the debate. I am thankful to my Honourable friend,—and 
T should liave expressed it in the first place,—for allowing us to discuss 
this motion and not taking objection to it. This has served a very useful 
purpose, particularly the answer of my Honourable friend, Mr. Staig. 
We have got two very good assurances from him. The first is with regard 
to employing those who are sure to be thrown out of employment, and 
we are grateful for that assurance. The second is with regard to the 
re-establishment of this line after the war. Though this is not an assur¬ 
ance, what he has said makes us hope that something will be done, and 
that we can have some hope for the future. But with reference to the 
argument of rny Honourable friend, Sir Andrew Clow, as regards this line 
not being sufficiently remunerative or the profits going down and that soit 
of thing, I can give him good suggestions as to how it can be made 
remunerative, but all that will be wasted because of the bigger argument 
and tlie most important argument which weighs with him and which 
weighs with me, i.e., the needs of the war. Therefore, it is unnecessary 
to prove to him how this line can be made remunerative or how the income 
can be improved. That being the case, I do not think I will be justified in 
pressing this motion, and I beg leave of the House to withdraw It. 

The motion was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

The Assemblv then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, 
the 27th November, 1940. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednetiday, 27th November lOiO. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The llonoirable Sir Abdur 
Rahim) in the Chair. 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

(a) Oral Answers. ^ 

Posts offered to the Government of India Secretariat Assistants 
IN THE Income-tax Service, Class II. 

1261. *Maulvi Syed Murtuza Sahib Bahadur: Will the Honourable the 
Home Member please state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Government of India in the Home 

Department issued orders last year to oUer one post every 
year in the Income-tax Service class II, to the Assistants 
m the Secretariat Departments; 

(b) whether, in the ruh's governing tiiis appointment, Government 

have ordered that as legards communal proportions the rules 
in force for recruitment to the appointments in question will 
; 

(c) what is the interpretation that Government put on the orders 

referred to in part (b) above; 

<d) whether Government propose to apply the orders contained 
in the Home Department Resolution No. F. 14/17/-B./33- 
Ests., dated the 4th July 1934, to these appointments; 

(e) if the Government of India propose to apply the principle of 

communal representation to these appointments, whether 
these will be governed bv the memorandum of supplementary 
instructions connected with the Resolution referred to above; 

(f) if the answer to part (e'l above be m the affirmative, whether 

Government in making these appointments, propose to observe 
the order prescribed in the model roster as embodied in clause 
(7) of the Memorandum of Supplementary Instructions refer¬ 
red to above; if not, whv not: 

(g) whether last year’s appointment in th^ Income-tax Service 

under this scheme was offered to a non-Muslim; and r 

(h) if the answer to part (g) above be in the affirmative, whether 

Government, in observance of the standard communal roster 
which generally runs from year to vear, propose to offer the 
next appointment to a suitable and duly qualified Muslim; 
if not, why nqt? 

i ^Ajisyref to this qnestion laid oh the table, the''qit^stionef1bMng ahnent. ' ' '-'t 
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The Hooaiourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) and (b). Yes. 

(c) to (f). The Income-tax Service, Class II, is a locally recruited ser- 
vice with different percentages of reservation for the minority communities 
in the several recruitment areas. The procedure for making selection from 
the Assistants in the Government of India Secretariat^ is that the best 
candidate is selected every year and the appointment is then accounted 
for in the roster for the area to which the selected candidate is posted. The 
rules regarding communal representation in the service are thus observed. 

(g) Yes. 

(h) As will appear from the reply to parts (c) to (f) of the question, 
the best candidate will Le selected for the next vacancy. 

Confidential Reports jzjr the Ministerial Staff of the Government 

OF India. 

1262. ’'‘Maulvi Syed Murtuza Sahib Bahadur: Will the Honourable the 
Home Member be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the ministerial staff of the Government 

of India are confideniiall\ reported on every year; 

(b) whether it is a fact that, prior to about the year 1935, the staff 

were shown their confidential reports; 

(c) whether after about the >ear 1935, they arc not shown their 

annual confidential reports; 

(d) if the answer to parts (b) and (c) above be in the affirmative, 

what has necessitated the departure from the old practice; 

(e) whether the substance of an adverse report, if any, is communi* 

oated to the person concerned; 

(f) if so, why a good report is not shown to him; 

(g) whether Indian Civil Service, Indian Army, Indian Police, 

Indian Medical Service, and other officers are shown their 

annual confidential reports: 

(h) if so, what grounds exist for a departure from this practice in 

the case of the ministerial staff; and 

(i) whether Government arc prepared to reconsider the question? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) In some Departments con¬ 
fidential reports are made annually and in others half-yearly. 

(b) and (c). The praciice was not uniform in all Departments. In some* 
Departments confidential reports used to be shown to the persons concerned 
hut this practice was discontinued with effect from 1936. 

(d) The practice was abandoned because it was considered that reports 
tend to become stereotyped and colourless when the reporting officer 
knows that they will be shown to the persons concerned. 

(e) , (f) and (g). As a rule confidential reports on civil officers and mili¬ 
tary officers in permanent civil employ are not shown to them, but reme¬ 
diable defects are communicated to the officers concerned so that they may 
rectify them. No similar reason exists for communicating a good report. 

(h) and (i). The position in respect of the ministerial staff is similar to 
that of civil officers. Government do not propose to reconsider the question. 


tAniiwer to thi* question laid on the table, the qneationer being absent. 



STARRBD QUB8T10NS A» AlTflWlRg lOfl® 

BtTBOLABUBS AND DaCIOITIB» IN NBW DMUB. 

1263. ^Pandit Lakshml Kanta Maitra: (a) Will the Honourable the 
Home Member please state the number of thefts, burglaries and dacoities 
(excluding cycle thefts) committed in New Delhi during the last three 
months? 

(b) Are Government aware that the victims of these crimes mostly 
belong to the clerical and the subordinate staff of the Government of 
India ? 

(c) Are Government aware that most of tuose crimes are perpetrated 
in day time when the male members of the houses are absent on duty 
either in office or in schools and colleges? 

(d) Is it a fact that in Barnkharnba, New I'elhi, the burglars entered a 
house and decamped with the booty aft^^ inuidering the servant who was 
left in charge of the house? 

(e) Will Government state what is the number of poiicemen employed 
daily on patrol duty in the areas in New Delhi and the names of the roads 
and squares, which arc inhabited by the clerical and subordinate staff of 
the Government of India and 'vhich are so patrolled both by day and by 
night to prevent crimes? 

(f) Will Govc»*nment state in how many cases during the last three 
months (i) the crimes have been detected by the police, and (ii) the crimi¬ 
nals have been l)rought to book? 

(g) Are Government aware that the number of crimes has increased 
in New Delhi since the appointment of the present Senior Superintendent 
of Police? 

(h) Will Government state what steps do they propose to take to reduce 
these crimes and remove the feeling of panic and insecurity which is daily 
growing in the minds of the Government employees? 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell: (a) Thefts (excluding cycle 
thefts) 63, burglaries 42, dacoities none. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The majority of these offences have been committed by day, often 
during the absence of the occupants of the premises. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) ^he patrol staff for the area included in Reading Road, Panch Kiiin 
Road, Baird Road, Irwin Road and Park Street (the area inhabited mainly 
by the clerical and subordinate staff of the Government of India offices) is 
one Head Constable and eight Foot Constables by day and two Head Cons¬ 
tables and 24 Foot Constables by night, 

A statement is laid on the table giving the names of the roads and 
squares included in these areas. 

(f) A statement is laid on the table. 

(g) There is not the slightest foundation for the insinuation which ap¬ 
pears to lie behind this question. The rise in crime is by no means peculiar 
to New Delhi. So far indeed as New Delhi is concerned, a rise in the 

t Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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figures was to be-Bitpected, corresponding to the increase in the population, 
and following the decision to take fewer clerks with the Government of 
‘India to Simla in the summer. 

I rnay add that (lie present Senior Superintendent has been in the 
iippointment only since the beginning of October last, whereas the increase 
in crime has been progressive from the beginning of 1938 onwards. 

(h) The'Delhi Administration are fully alive to the importance qf the 
subject and will take all possible measures to lower the crime level. Inuthe 
meantime, I do not believe that there is anything that can be called a 
feeling of. panic and insecurity, and certainly there is no ground for such 
ji feeling. 


Statement. 

T. Park Street, Havelock P^.ad, Scindia Road, Peshwa Road, Baker Street, 

Panchkuin Road, Irwin Road, Baird Road, Ibbetson Road, Maude Road, Reading 
Road, Lutyen.s Road, Market Road, and Doctors Lane. 

II. Squares .—Lake Square, Hastings Square, Outram Square, Clive Square, Dal- 
housie Sejuaro, Nicholson Square, Roberta Square, Cornwallis Square*, Lawrence 
Square, 1’aylor Square, Wilson Square, Lumsden Square, Edwards Square, Joffre 
Square, Market Square, Pershing Square, Riaz Square, Haig Square, Foch Square, 
Telegraph'. Square, French Square, Albert Square, Tughlak Place, Sikandra Place, 
Ranjit Place and Shivaji Place, Sumru Place, R.ania Place, Ganesh Place, Raja Bazar 
Square, Baird Square. 


Statement. 


— 

Cases reported. 

Persons arrested. 

Cases worked 
out. 

Burglary . 

42 

14 

16 

Theft 

63 

20 

15 


(The above does not include cycle theft.) 


Training of Marksmanship by the Nagpur University. 

264. *Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh; Will the Defence Secretary please 
state: 

(a) if Government were informed by the Nagpur University that it 

had made the training of marksmanship compulsory for its 
students and that it undertook to defray all expenses for 
giving such training; and 

(b) wirether the permission of the Government of India to give such 

training is necessary; if so, whether it was given; if not, 
what the reasons for refusing suPh'permission'were?' 

.The ^onourahle Sir Reginald Maxwell; (a) The 00701*011X16114) of India 
have^received no communication On the subject from the Nagpur Universityr 

(^} Under the conditions in which functions under the Arms Act have 
bee entrusted to Provincial Governments applications for licences for rifle 
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clubs can only be sanctioned by the Government of India. The Govern¬ 
ment of India, however, do not ordinarily ^rant licences to rifle clubs out¬ 
side recognized bodies such as University Training Corps. In view of the 
re])Iy given to part (a), the oilier jiarts of the (question do not arise. 

High School Volunteer Corps and Rifle Clubs. 

265. *Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: Will the U('fence Secretary ]lease 
state: 

(a) if Government favour the idea of having (i) High School Volun¬ 

teer Corps, and (ii; Hifh* Clnhs of such High Scliools ; in case 
they do not favour either or both, what their reasons for 
doing so are; an<l 

(b) if Government are prepared to give any help to these High 

School Volunteer Corps and Rifle Clubs, if started; in case 
thev are, what the nature and extent of such help would 
be? 

Mr. 0. M. G. OgUvie: (a) (i) and (h). Tt is not understood what pre¬ 
cisely the TTonourahle Member me.ans by ‘Volunteer Corps’. Government 
assume that the. reference is to cadet companies. Any applications received 
for the formation of such companies would be considered on their merits. 

(a) (ii), Tt is not the policy of Government to grant licences to Rifle 
Clubs in educational institutions excent in the case of recognised forces such 
as the University Training Corps. 

Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh: What is the answer to part (b)? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: The answer was to part (a) (i) & (b). 

Quota of Muslim Candidates at the Flying Training Schools. 

266. ^Shaikh Rafiuddin Ahmad Siddiquee: (a) Will the Defence Secre¬ 
tary please state where the flying training school was first opened ? 

(b) Was it transferred first to Lahore and then to Ambala? If so, 
why ? 

(c) How many students were admitted in these schools, and how many 
are Muslims? 

(d) If the quota of Muslims is not twenty-five per cent, what is the 
reason for the deficiency? 

(o) Is it not a fact that the candidates for the living Elementarv School, 
Lahore, were not expected to know flying? - 

Mr. G. M. G. Ogilvie: (a) Tlie first Flying Training School for Air Force 
pupil pilots was opened at Risalpur. 

(h) The Risalpur school is now being closed down and No. 1 Flying 
raining School has been opened at Ambala. A portion of the instructional 
staff and training equi]>ment was transferred from Risalpur. In addition 
the Initial Training School (Officers) has been opened at Lahore. These 
places were found to be more, suitable than Risalpur. 

(c) 42 Indian Officers were admitted for training at Risalpur and of 
these nine were Muslims, and 74 Indian Officers have so far been admitted 
to the Initial Training School (Officers) at Lahore; 15 were Muslims. 
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(d) No communal quota is laid down for commissions or enrolment in 
the Indian Air Forces. The basis of selection is suitability for flying or 
technical training. 

(e) Candidates for the Initial Training School (Officers) at Lahore are 
expected to have some knowledge of elementary flying; they receive ins¬ 
truction at Government expense before entering the School. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: With reference to part (c), may I ask how many are 
Hindus? 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie: I could not say off hand, but T sho\ild say that 
the great majority are Hindus. 

Mr. Lalchamd Navalrai: What are the prospects of these students who 
have this elementary knowledge in this flying club? 


Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie: If they develop into good pilots and show that 
they have flying sense and so on, their prospects are excellent. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Have any been able to get such prospects till 
now? 

Mr. G. M. a. Ogilvie: I do not understand what prospects the Honour¬ 
able Member means. 

Mr. Iialchand Navalrai: Whether any of them have become pilots? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie: The first batch of officers is now actually under 
training at Lahore and a few have fallen by the way, but not a large pro¬ 
portion. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: With reference to part (d), is it a fact that 
every candidate selected knew something of flying or only some of them? 

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie: I believe that every one knew something of 
flying—at least all candidates for initial training at the officers' school. It 
is possible that some of those originally selected for training did not. 


Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: Sir, I rise to a point of order 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): What is the point 
of order? Is it with reference to this question? 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: With reference to the short notice ques¬ 
tion. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): There can be no 
point of order with regard to any order passed by the Chair disallowing a 
question. 
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STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

information promised in reply to unstarred question No. 18 asked by 
Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali on the 15th February, 1940, 

Workings of the Trains between Hard war and Rikhtf^esh on the East 

Indian Railway. 

(a) 3 trains in each direction. 

(b) The average number of passengers of the two years before tEe reduction in 
fares was 1,16,960, and after the reduction was 1,62,015. 

(c) The average revenue of the two years before the reduction was Rs. 38,012 and 
after the reduction Rs. 30,068. 

(d) Separate figures of maintenance charges for the Hardwar-Bikhikesh section are 
mot available. 

Note For the purposes of this comparison, the following years have been taken :— 
Before the reduction— 

1-7-1934 to 30-6-1935. 

1-7-1935 to 30-6-1936. 

After the reduction— 

1-7-1936 to 30-6-1937. 

1-7-1938 to 30-6-1939. 

The figures for the year 1-7-1937 to 30-6-1938 were abnormal owing to the Kumbh 
Idela and have been excluded. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 268 asked by 
Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta on the 6th March, 1940, 

Model Housing Scheme in the Allahabad Cantonment. 

(a) The answer to the first part is in the affirmative and to the second in the 
negative. 

(b) Government are informed that every effort was made by the Cantonment Board, 
Allahabad, to dispose of the land in separate plots, but as no one came forward to 
Hd At the various auctions, the whole area was leased by auction to the highest 
bidder who happened to be a member of the Board. 

(c) No. 

(d) The scheme was adhered to except for the conversion of two quarters into 
ahops. The Board instituted an inquiry into the matter as a result of which they 
were satisfied that the alterations made by the lessee and use of these quarters as 
shops, though unauthorised, were an improvement from the hygienic point of view and 
provided amenities for the tenants of the quarters. 

(e) Government are inclined to agree with the Board and propose to inform them 
'that the unauthorised structures may be condoned. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 481, asked by 
Mr. Lalchand Navalrai on the 20th March 1940. 


Provision op Rent-free Quarters to Block Maintainbrs on the North 

Western Railway. 


(a) Tes. 

(b) They were allowed the privilege of rent-free quarters provided they had 
enjoyed the same in a substantive capacity prior to 1st August 19^. 

(c) No. The practice on the various Divisions in regard to the grant of rent-free 
quarters to Block Maintainers promoted from Block Mistries varied until the issue 
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of the General Manager’s letter of 27lh January, 1936, alluded to in pait (e) of the 
question. 

(dj Yes; as the matter was not referred to General Manager till late in 1936. 

' (e) Yes. 

(f) and (g). Yes, because on further eXtarnination of the question by the General! 
Manager it was held that as the Block Mist lies did not enjoy the privilege of hous* 
allowance in lien of free qiiarteis, they wen', under tin- rules, not entitled to rent- 
free quarters on promotion to a subordinate post. 

(h) Order;: have been issued restoring the decision of 1936. 


Injiyrmation promised in rcphj to un^tarrrd qiicstioji No. 29, asked by 
Dr. P. N. Banerjca on the Sth November, 1940» 

Seniority ok cf.ijtain SntoitniNATE Staff on the East Indian Eailway. 

(a) The names in question are shown in the order of seniority in the statement 
attached. 

(b) The seniority list prepared under the rules in question was published in Decem¬ 
ber, 1936 and rele\ant ixtracts theii'lio"! were M-nt to cae!i ol tie. slail on 23rd Janu¬ 
ary 1937. 

Statement. 

1. Mr. R. W. Newson. 

2. Mr. H. V. BUike. 

3. Mr. M. M. Sanyal. 

4. Mr. T. W. Titman. 

6. Mr. B. M. Kearney. 

, . 6. Mr. R. P. Munshi. 

7. Mr. W. J. Davies. 

8. Mr. D. M. Gupta. 

9. Mr. N. Mukherjee. 

10. Mr. P. N. Ghosh. 

11. Mr. H. N. Tankha. 

Information promised in reply to parts (b) to (d) of starred question No. 34 
asked by Khan Bahadiir Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha on the llth Novem-^ 
her, 1940. 

Pensions oh (Iratuities ghanted to (Ioveknment Emf[.oyees at the 
^ Kamaran Qtmrantine Station. 

■ {b) Twenty employees of the Kamaran Quarantine Station and five employees of 
the Civil Admini.stration were granted gratuities. One employee of the Kamaran 
Quarantine Station was granted an invalid pension. 

(c) No. 

(d) Eight employee.^ of the Kamaran Quarantine Station and one employee, of the 
Civil Adniiiiij,tration. As th^ cu.-^e of each employee has been subjected to careful 
consideration on merits before the grant or refusal of pension or gratuity, Government 
do not propose to re-open any case. 


Information promised in reply to stevrred question Nc>. 105, asked by Shaikh 
Hafiuddin Ahmad Siddiquee, on the lOih November, 1940. 
Improvement in the Indian Catering System of the Assam Eengal 


(a) Yes. 


liAILWAY. 


L paasengers in trains being served aerated waters an» 

mekts aVe^ thT.ntravelling vendors. Among the improve- 
jnents.ate that all-aerated waters for sale will be supplied from one sourc.did » 
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high standard of quality will be ensured, while space is set free for passengers oa 
trains. A catering inspector with medical qualifications is to inspect and report oa 
the conditions of Indian refreshment rooms and stalls, and it has been arranged tO’ 
provide such rooms and stalls at additional stations. 

Information 'promised in reply to unstarred question No, 81 asked by Bhai 
Parma Nand on the 16th November, 1940. 

Policy obser\ kd mv the (irp:N:ERAL Manager, Past Indian PvAilway, ix 
THE MATTER OF CATERING CONTRACTS. 

(a) 'Pile (h*nci'al Manager distriV^uted a note but the quotation given in the Honour¬ 
able Member’s question is not accurate. 

(li) No. contract wns gi\cn prior to March, 1940. As regards the second part, 

I understand tlio chnngo was in pursuance of the policy of avoiding the sub-division 
of contract.s on a communal basis. 

(c) No contiacts liavc been givtn to Mc-^srs. Ballabdas Ishwardass, since March, 
1940. The second part does not, therefore, arise 

(d) Yes; as r»*garf].s the. second part, the Adininistration decided to employ one 
contractor to cater for all communities, and a Mu.slim contractor was chosen. 

has a staff of Hindu servants to cater for Hindu students. 

Infurmaiioii promised iv reply to starred qucsHoyia Nos. 141, 142, 143, 144, 
146, 146, 147, 148, 160, 161, 162 and 163 asked by llaji Chaudhury 
Muhammad Ismail Khan on the 18th November, 1940. 

Paucity of Muslims in the Htaff of the Imperial Veterinary Research 

Institute. 

.\f>. (a)-“(c). Information in regard to permanent non-gazetted staff is given- 

in the tables hclow. Cla.sa I and class II posts have been excluded as the orders 
regarding communal representation do not apply to them. 

(a) Strength, of permanent non-gazetted staff in each grade on 1st April, 1933. 



No Imperial Council of AgricnUufal Research Schemed were in operation at the 
tute before 1936. . i 
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(b) Permanent appointments made from year to year since 1904. 



(c) Proportion of Muslims in each class of non-gazetted permanent staff. 



1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

'Clarioal staff 

16-6% 

17 1% 

20 - 50/0 

15 - 40/0 

1390/0 

18-4% 

Other etafif 

60% 

1 50% 

50% 

50% 


50% 

•Laboratory staff 

111% 

11-1% 

Nil 

Nil 

5-6% 

12 - 50/0 

Farm staff 

231o/o 

16-70/0 

9-1% 

18-2% 

20% 

20% 

Medical staff 

Nil 

NU 

Nfl 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

Engineering staff 

Nil 

Nil 

7-1% 

7*1% 

7-1% 

8-3% 

Veterinary staff 

41-2% 

42-4% 

46'7o/o 

46-7% 

48-3% 

44-80/0 


(d) No. 

(e) Yes. 


(f) The percentage 
24*6 in January 1940, 
cearoh Schemes. 


of Muslims takeq as a whole increased from 21.7 in 1934 to 
excluding 75 per cent, in Imperial Council of Agricultural Re- 
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Paucity of Muslims in the Staff of the Imperial Veterinary Research 

Institute. 


No. 142. _(a) and (b). The information is jriven in the table below :— 



1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

Total vacancies. 

Filled by Muslims. 

Total vacancies. 

Filled by Muslims. 

Tot il vacancie.s. 

Filled by Muslims. 

.k 

'c 

c 

o 

GO 

> 

"3 

o 

H 

oS 

S 

3 

1 

X 

.S 

’5 

c 

cS 

o 

> 

Filled by Muslims. 

X 

•S 

’€ 

c 

c3 

O 

c 

H 

Filled by Muslims. 

1 

Clerical staff 

3 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

1 

4 


3 

1 

8 

s 

Other staff 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 


Nil 

Nil 

Enginet'i ing staff 

Nil 

Nil 

3 


1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 


Nil 

Nil 

Medical staff 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 


Nil 

Nil 

Farm staff 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

2 

Bl 


4 

2 

■1 

1 

2 

1 

Laboratory staff 

Nil 

Nil 

2 


H 


3 

1 


2 

8 

2 

Veterinary staff 

4 


3 

B 

B 


2 


3 

2 

7 

1 

Total . 1 

8 

2 

12 

■ 

B 

B 

13 

3 

19 

6 

25 

9 


(c) The Director follows the orders issued by the Government of India. The order 
of rotation followed is in accordance with the communal roster prescribed in paragraph 7 
of the Memorandum of Supplementary Instructions connected with the orders contained 
in the Home Department Resolution No. F. 14/17-B/33-Ests., dated the 4th July 1934, 
copy of which is available in the library of the House. 


Paucity of Muslims in the Staff of the Imperial Veterinary Research 

Institute. 

No. IJfS. —(a) Two lower temporary posts carrying pay of Rs. 30 and Ra. 26 
reipectively have been classified as superior posts. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Paucity of Muslims in the Staff of the Imperial Veterinary Research 

Institute. 

No. 1^. —(a) No. 

(b) and (d). Seven but all were recruited before 1930. 

(c) None. 

Paucity of Muslims in the Staff of the Imperiai. Veterinary Research 

Institute. 

No. (a) and (b). Excluding technical posts, one Hindu, the most senior 

ministerial officer with twenty years ^tisfactory service and certain essential experi¬ 
ence, was appointed to a gazetted post. 

(c) No. 


Communal Composition of the Staff of the Imperial Veterinary 

Research Institute. 

No. H6 .—The time and labour involved in the preparation of the required state- 
tneni will not be commensurate with, the value of the information when compiled. 
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Muslim Deessers promoted at Laroratouy Assistants in the Imperial 
Veterinary IJesearch Institute. 

No. H7. —(a) Two since 1934. 

(b) One. 

(c) In making these promotions due con>-i(U“iiition was paid to seniority and fitness. 


Paucity of Muslims ix the Staff of the Imperial Vkterxary Ih^sEARCii 

Institute. 

No. —(a) and (h!. One post of Deputy Raiii^er and 2 of Technical Assistani 
are vacant. These post.s will he fdlcd with due regard to the existing orders regard¬ 
ing communal representation. 


Paucity of Muslims in the Staff of the Iaipeuim; \T;teri\ara' Pesearch 

Institute, 

No. (a) The present percentage of Muslims in each, class of service, including: 


Imperial Council of Agricultural Re.'^earch Schemes is :— 

Clerical staff . . . 19*6 

Other staff ..... .... 50 0 

Laboratory staff ... .... 21*4 

Technical Assi4ants ...... .30*0 

Farm staff ..... .... 33 • 3 

Engineering staff . . . ... 12*5 

Veterinary staff . . . . . 44*4 


(b) The orders contained in the Home Department resolution of the 4th July 1934 
apply only to direct recruitment, and no percentage is prescribed for Muslims in a 
Department as a whole. 

(c) and (d). Out of 8 Technical Assistants in the Animal Nutrition Section, 2 
are Muslims. The recruitment is in accordance with the communal representatioii 
rules, 

Muslims in the Poultry Pksearch Sixtiox of the I.mperial Veterinary 

Research Institute. 

No. 151. —(a) 2 post.s have been filled, one of which is held by a Muslim. 

(h) The number of non-gazetted officers in th-e whole Institute drawing Rs, lOO 
and above is 43. Of these 9 aro Muslim.s incUiding 5 permanent officers. 


Perm\nfnt Must.im Veterinary lNs[‘FrKn:s in ihe I.mperial Veterinary 

Research Institute. 

.Vo !,')£. —(a) In 1934 there were eleven permanent Veterinary Inspectors and Ihreo’ 
aro eleven now. No permanent Veterinary Inspector is a Muslim. 

(b) One Veterinary Inspector was promoted but he wa.s not a Muslim. 

(c) The duties of Veterinary Inspettors are to assist the Superior Officers in deal¬ 
ing with prohlem.s pertaining to Animal Husbandry and research. 


Mum.iai Li.erks in the Imperial Veierinary Researuii Institute. 

No. 1.53 .—(a) 46 of whom 9 aro Muslims. 

(b) Government have no reason to believe that Muslims are treated unfairly either 
uj the rnatter of apjiointment to vacancies filled by direct recruitment or in the 
matter.-of promotion. Government are not prepaied to appoint » Commission ]5)ut apf 
always willing to inve.stigate specific complaints. “ 
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injifT'ination promised hi reply to unstarred question No, 86 asked by 
. . . Muhammad Azhar Ali on the Ibth November, 1940. 

Applications for sanction of the Governor General undphi section 270 
OF THE (iOvernment OF India Act, 1935. 


(a) 14. 

(b) Consent was given in 9 cases and refused in 4 cases. One case is under consi¬ 
deration. 


MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. President (The ifonoiiral»le Sir Abtlur Rahim;: 1 have got notices 
for a few motions for adjounimont. The first* is in the name of Sardar 
«Sant Singh. 


(The Honourable Member was ikji present.) 


Arj.KfiKD J^’MliEZ/LEMKNT IN THE MuLTAN DIVISION OF THE NORTH \VesTERN 

Uailwav. 

Mr. President (The lltmourable Sir .Vbdur Rahim): The second is in 
the name ol Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: lie wishes to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely: 

“Tho failure of the Government of India in not taking effective steps to recover 
ten lakhs of rupees embezzled in the Multan Division of the North Western Railway.” 

When did this embezzlenuait take place? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Scuthem Divisions: Mu¬ 
hammadan Rural): The einlxv.zlement has been going on for some time; 
hut attention was first drawn to it ... . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur Raliini): How long has it 
been going on? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Inquiry will show how long it has been going 
pn, but public attention Avas drawn to it- by an artiede published in the 
Eastern Times and that article was very indefinite: then I wanted to 
make some further in(|iiiries about it. and the moment I got 

Mr. President (The fTonournhle Sir Abdiir Rahim): When was this 
article pnhlislied? 

- Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: The article was published on the 8th Nov 
^nrtihet: 194t). But the article was rather indefinite, and the moment T 


Refusal'of'the GoWrnmo'nt to give the informattoh in answer to Sardar Sant 
Sjbpk’s ^starred qMostkm. No.. 216 {ay.of the 21st.*NoVemhe*r: 1940, rtjlaCing to; the 
number of various communities proceeded against under the Defence of India Act. 
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received this information I wanted to make further inquiries, and the 
moment I got further facts immediately I tabled the motion of adjourn* 
ment. I did not waste a single day. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahimj: When did the 
Honourable Member satisfy himself of the correctness of his facts? 

Dr, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: On the day 1 tabled the motion. It was 
tabled some days ago. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahirn): And the Hon¬ 
ourable Member says that no steps have been taken with reference to this 
embezzlement ? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Information is that three persons were 

dismissed. This was known beforehand in June, but we did not know 
why they were dismissed; then came this article in the Eastern Times 
in which there was some mention of the details of this embezzlement, but 
it was of an indefinite nature and then I tried to find out more facts; 
and when 1 got some facts I tabled this motion. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Is objection taken? 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow ^Member for Railways and Com¬ 
munications): Yes, Sir. f object to this motion in any case; but I submit 
it is not either definite or urgent, 1 cannot see what is definite about it: 

I am not aware of any ten lakhs of rupees that I can recover: if I were 
aware of that I should certainly hasten to do so. There have been cer¬ 
tain irregularities on this divi.sion; and there are two entirely distinct 
eases, in one of which (Government have already taken action against 
certain officers; the other is under investi'jation. T am not (dear what my 
Honourable friend is referring to; and, in consequence, I submit that it 
is not a definite matter of urgent public importance. 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: I will describe details. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): T think the objec¬ 
tion is well-founded : it does not appear to be definite. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: May I mention those two definite cases 
now? T have got them before me. T could not put all of them in the 
wording of the motion. The cases are very definite cases. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Yes. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: There was a ballast, which was sold to one 
contractor for Rs. 200, and that contractor re-sold it for Rs. 20.000. 
There is another definite charere. A certain ballast was kept in a place, 
but instead of using it for Railways it was sold to the roads by the con¬ 
tractor. Then the third is that materials were drawn from the stores 
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for building a certain house, and that material was sufficient to build 
two new houses. I have got definite instances before me .... 

Mr. Presldant (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): In my opinion thia 
matter is not definite nor .... 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: And not of public importance? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): It is neither defi¬ 
nite nor urgent within the meaning of the rule. Therefore, the motion 
is ruled out. 


Rustication of Mr. ^I. Faroqui and Mr. D. Sanghi from the Univer¬ 
sity OF Delhi. 

Mr. Resident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Mr. Muhammad 
Azhar Ali has given notice of a motion of adjournment to discuss a matter 
of sf)ecific‘, urgent and public importance, namely: 

“The rustication from the University of Delhi for one year of Mr. M. Faroqui 
and Mr. D. Sanghi, President and General Secretary respectively of the Delhi Pro¬ 
vincial Students’ Federation and the forfeiture of their degrees of the Master of Arts 
and the Bachelor of Arts respectively. 

1 should like to hear if there is any objection to it because 1 quite 
understand that the University of Delhi is an autonomous body, but the 
difficulty I find is that we have held all along that a motion can be dis¬ 
allowed only by the Governor General on the ground that 't is not a 
matter for the Governor General in Council. 

Mr. J. D. Tyson (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands): Sir, I object to thib motion on two grounds, first, the facts are^ 
not entirely as stated, and, secondly .... 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member is objecting to this motion? 

Mr. J. D. Tyson: Yes, Sir. I object to this on two grounds; the first 
is that the facts are not entirely as have appeared in the newspapers and 
as stated in the motion, and secondly, because .... 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Are they sub¬ 
stantially correct? 


Mr. J. D,, TJfTbn: Well, the fact that two students have been rusti¬ 
cated is correct, but that their degrees have been forfeited is not correct. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): That is not cor¬ 
rect? 
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Mr^ J. D. Tyson: No; Sir. Then the order was passed by a eompetent 
officer of an autonomous body. That is the second ground. 

.. Mr. President- (The jHpnourable Sir Abdur Ihihini): As objection has 
been taken, those who are in favour of leave being granted will -rise in 
their places. 

; (Leas thah ^S^ Mfenibers rose in theiu seat-s.) 

As less than 25 Members are In support of leave being granted, leave is 
refused. 


Banning BY the (Government of Bengal Publication of News of Hunger 

Strikes in Jail, etc. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur llahirn): Dr. P. N. Banerjea 
.has given notice of a motion of adjournment to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, naineiy, the issue by th(‘ (lovernmcnt of 
Bengal of an order under the Defence of India Pules banning publication 
within the })rovin(‘e of news of hunger strikes in jail nv of any procession, 
meeting or demonstration in that connection. I suppose this order was 
passed in accordance with the ordinary administration of the law, is it 
not? 

m 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea (Calcutta Suburbs: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
The Defence of India is a central subject and the Provincial Govern¬ 
ment .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): But I suppose it 
is for the executive of any Provincial Government to administer the law, 
is it not? The administration of the law is in the hands of the local 
authorities, is it not? 


Dr. P. N. Banerjea: Under the control of the Government of India. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Supposing an order 
is passed by a Magistrate in Delhi in the ordinary administration of the 
law, is it liable to be reviewed by this House? 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar: Non-Muhammadan): An exception is pro¬ 
vided for it. If a judicial order is passed, it stands on a different footing 
altogether. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): EVen if an execu- 
live order is passed in accordance with the law? 


Mr. M. S. Aney: If it is under the control of the Central Government, 
then this House is perfectly justified in taking cognisance of it. 

President (The Honourable Sir 4^bdur Rahim): There is a ruling 
of mine with reference to a certain order passed under section 144. This 
is what I said: 


It la a well estabhahed parliamentary rule that an order paased-nl the ordinary 

a judicial aufchorily or-by a Magistrate or 'bv 
Sion*^" lawfully constituted authority, cannot be the subject of aa^adjournment 

^his riflinig is in accordance with the parliamentary practice. • 
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Dr. P. N. Banerjea; 'I'his order is uiKler rule 21 oi the JJefeuce of 
India iUi]('s. 

Mr. President (The Ilonourahle Sir Ahdiir' Kahiii.ji TIm^ I)enL;al (lov- 
tTi’iri'K'ni io aul lajiised Jo adniinistr-r it. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea: I'iiil suh|ec( to coiUrol i)\ tlic ('eii'i.-'d (loxerii- 
inent. 

Mr. President (The flononrahle Sir Ahdur Hahirn)- dT at 1 do not 
know, (’an ^ou apja aiy Fs llieia* <in app^'al to tla' (Cntral' (lov^^rn- 
inont ? 

Mr. M. S. Aney: No appeal. 

Mr. President fddie TTonouraide Sir Ahdur Hahim)' ddhs motion imist 
he disallowed as the oialer in questif)n was pa'^sod })\ the (dovernment of 
Bengal in the efinrse of ordinary administration of the Ian- 


RLE(^TTON ()V A MEMBER FOR THE (lOVERNlXO BODY OF THE 
INDIAN RESFAnOH FEND ASSOCTATRIN. 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Ahdnr Hahiml • I }iav(^ to inform 
tiv' Assfunhlv that Dr V N Banerjea lias been eleetr-d 1 the Governiritr 
Body of th(' Indian Fesraircdi I'nnd As^(^elatinn 


iBvi-c'nov ('!■ Mf-*'jn]:i.s 'ro tiii'. standing committee for 

Tllh: nFPAETMKNT OF srRBLY 

Mr. President EPhe fTononra)dt> Sir Ahdur Rahim) I have also to 
inform (he A^seinhlv that oftn R> Nh^on on Friday, the 22nd November," 
1940, tli(' time fixed for reeeiviie^ nomijiations for the Standinj:: Com¬ 
mittee' for Ihe DeparhiK'nt of Snpp]\, five* nominalion-^ were reoedved. 
Snbserjnc'utlx Cao niem])ers witlulreMv their candidature. As the number 
of remainiuLr candidates is equal to the number of vacancies, T declare 
the fo11owin‘r (o be duly elected: 

1. Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi, 

2. Pandit Nilakantba Das, and 

3. Dr. vSir Ziaiiddin Ahmad. 


STATEMENT LAID ON 'ffiE TABLE. 

Lowest Tenders not accepted by the Hion Commissioner for India in 
PURCHASING Stores for the Government of India. 

The Honourable Diwan Bahadur Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar (Member 
for Commerce and Labour): Sir, I lay on the table a statement furnished 
by the High Commissioner for India showing all cases in which the low^est 
tenders have not been accepted by him in purchasing stores for the Gov¬ 
ernment of India during the half-year ended the 30tb June, 1940: 
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High Commissioner 


India Store 


Abstract of oases in which tenders for stores dem^^nded by the Central 
of the goods demanded, were accepted on the grounds of superior 

inspection, quicker 

HALF YEAR ENDING 


1 

Stores ordered. 

Contract N’diober. 

Name of contractor.^ 

_ 

Amount 

of 

contract. 

Part A .—Coses in 

which lower foreign 

tenders, including British tenders, 

ten 


Nil 




Part B. — Cases in which the discrimination 




^ -v. d. 

1 

6' Centre Belt drive ^ 
No. 2. 

Z. 789/370/21-5.40. 

1 

Dean Smith <fc i 

Grace, Ltd. 

' 834 0 0 

delivered at 
works Keighley 
(British) 

Vices, leg 4' N6. 17. 

Z. 761/13604/20-5-40. 

i 

i 

Mosers Ltd. 

37 19 8 

(British). 


Part Q,^Cases in which the 

discrimination 


Nil 


Part D .—in which lower British tenders 


Nil 
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FOB India. 


Department. 


Government, other than the lowest complying with the technical description 
quality, superior trustworthiness of the firm tendering, greater facility of 
delivery, etc. 

30 th JUNE 1940. 


Lowest tender 

not Reason for acceptance, 

ac-opted. 


foreign made goods^ have been set aside wholly or partially in favour of British 
ders% 


Nil 

is between British firms only. 

£ d. 

706 0 0 The lowest tenderer required 52/64 weeks for delivery. As early 

/. o. ‘ h. delivery was of the utmost importance the order was placed with 
(British) next lowest tenderer who offered delivery in 36/38 weeks. 


36 2 6 The two lowest tenderers each required 6 months for delivery. The 

(British) third lowest offered 10 of 17 vices from stock and as the dmerenoe 

in price was small their tender was accepted for the full quantity. 


is between foreign firms only. 

Nil 

have been set aside in favour of foreign tenders. 


B 2 


Nil 
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TIliJ KXC’KSS rUOKlTS TAX (A]MKNM)iM KNT) JUl.L. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman (Finance Member): Bir, [ move : 

“That the Bill to amend the Excess Profits Tax Act, 1940, as reported by tht 
Select Committee, bo taken into consideration.” 

Sir, HS will l)f seen 1‘roui the Keport, the Goiuiiiittee has only found 
it necessary to make a few xerbal chnnges in thi‘ Bill as referred to them. 
The only point of any siiUslatun' wlueii might intc'rest this House arose 
in connection with clause 9 when' the Bill gives jiower. It is sub-clause 
(d) w’hicli inserts a new rule, rule il, in S(*}io(lule 1 of tlu‘ Aet. The 
effect of this amendnu'nt is to give power to the JTxeess Profits T'ax Officer, 
when he finds that je large sum has been debited against the' profits an 
accounting period—it gives him power, if those expenses an- of a nature 
which do not properly belong enlin'ly to the period in question, to distribute 
that sum over other pc'riods and thereby to reduce the aiuouut which is 
debit'd against the prohts oi the aecounting period in question. Now', 
as was nnmtioued in the Xolt's on Clauses, that j^^’^vision is calculated to 
work both to the advanlagc* of the ass(‘ssi'(' in certain eases and to the 
ad\antag(‘ of the re\(:ime- \V(' aiTually have had an important case in 
which a hea\y item of expenditure or obsolescence whieh occurred or was 
liable to occur in an accounting period was due on equitable grounds tp be 
so rc-distributed that part of it fell in the standard period with the result 
that a more equitable computation of the excess profits was liable to bo 
made if this power were given to the Excess Profits Tax Officer. But 
api)rehensions w'ere (‘xpressed on behalf of the assessees that this was a 
new and wide power which w'ould enable the Excess Profits Ta.\ Officer to 
override many of the rules which apply in the determination of profits for 
income-tax. That ceidainly is not our intention; in any case, the Bill 
provides for an appeal to the Board of Peh'rees. Also it has to be 
reniemberi'd that tliis is praetieally the only provision whieh exists or 
whieh will exist in our excess jirofifs tax legislation to safeguard the 
revenue against a type of action w'hich unfortunately bi'cainc* familiar both 
during the currency of the last ex<'ess profits lax maiiv years ago and also 
in more recimt experience in the United Kingdom. In f-rett, we have taken 
this provision from the legislation in the United Kingdom. It was 
found that in tlie absence of such a provision it would be open to the 
asscssec, when he found that liis profits for a particular accounting period 
Were likely to be largo, to eni!)ark in (liat [)eriod on expi'iulil nr(‘ of a 
kind on whicli be wonhl noi iku-uk-IIv lie\o emliarked or to an (*xlent to 
whieli lie would not b;r\e goiu/ iu normal times. That exfienditnre rriav 
be of a nature whieh uiuh'r the oi-fliner lueome-tnx procedure is {idmissible 
as reasonable deduction from ])rofits. The only point that arises is whetlier 
it was reasonable for liim to inimr sncli very large expenditure of that 
nailin' in this particular yi'.ar, and even if it was reasonable for him to 
incur it in this particular year, is the whole of this expenditure a fair charge 
against the profits of the year in question? Instances liave been given 
in which, for example, a heavy repair progrirmm© is embarked on ""in a 
particular year. Repairs and reconditioning may be undertaken, which, 
whilst they are no doubt legitimately debitable to revenue, constitute a 
programme which under normal circumstances would not he undertaken 
out of the revenue of one single year- Well, Sir, in the absence of a pro¬ 
vision of this kind the revenue authorities would be helpless to deal with 
rases of that kind and to secure an equitable readjustment on behalf of 
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the revenue. h’or this reasnii 1 do recoinnieiid to this House that this 
provision should detinitely stand as it does in the Bill as reported by the 
Seleet Committee. There are no other points of substance which arise 
from the Report and I do not think I should detain the House further. 
Sir, 1 move. 

Mr.-President (The llouour.ihle Sir Abdur Rahimj : Metion moved : 

“Tliat tho Bill to jimciid tho Exce.s.s Profits Tax Act, 1940, as reported by the 
Select Comfiiittee be taken into consideration.” 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali (Lucknow and Fyzabad Divisions : 
Muhannnafliin R\irnl) : Sir, when this Bill was introducted in this House, 
W(‘ did not press our points ijiasinucli as we knew that the great business- 
ijieii in this [fonse at. least silting on tin* SehsT ('oinniittee. 1 am 

glad that those Honourable. Members of thi.s Flouse, who are men of 
gr(a\1 husiie ss ae.nrnen, ha\a exandned this Bill, and they find it not very 
uusatisf.ictory. But si ill lliere are two points which 1 would like to 
toueii upon. 'Phi: first one is about tlie retrospective idfeel ghven to this 
Bill I lliink' that it may work .i little hardsliip, it may bt* dithcult for 
a'ceount- (o ho sufficiently adjusttal. Therefore, I submit that if this 
excess profits tax is to he levied under this Bill, as from the time when 
the Rxeoss Profits T<‘ix .Vet (‘nme into force, it will involve hardship to 
the pooph' The other point is this There is a minute of dissent by my 
Honourable friend. Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad, wherein he says : 

‘ rhcM'o I'Msts iit. piescnf a tciuleiicy to spend lar^e sums of money in exua\ai;ant 
buil(lin_;s, (lecdi'alioiis and iniiie* e.ssvrv c(pui)n)ents with the object of ^hovvnitj lower 
profit'- In iho a^'Sfssmenl of ("o-c.^s pi'olits tax, iiiim ces^arv «*xpi'n(lituro cjf extra* 
vai;,uil tiatuie should b(‘ e.vchaled.” 

I think this is a point which tlie Covernment should take into considera¬ 
tion. u IS (piite [)ossil)l(*. as the llonourahle the Ibn.mee Member has 
just said, that ordinary repairs may he permissible, but if great buildings 
are taken up and prolits are shown less— and that profit is spmit on great 
buildings and uiuiecessary e<(iiipnu!nt—e<iuipment may include, very valu- 
ahle furniture, ecjuipmenl may include other things that ought to"be ex¬ 
cluded. Therefore, T hope that this note of dissent will ba considered ])y 
the (rovernment in the light in wliich my Honourable friend has put it. 
I would press those two points for the consideration of the House. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces tSouthoni Divisions : 
Muliamniadan Rural) : I would like to draw the attention of the Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member only to two points to which I have already mode 
some reference, one on the occasion of the Finance Bill and the other 
on tho occasoin of the discussion of the Public Accounts Committee Report. 
The first point, which T said also when this Bill wn« first introduced, is 
that he. ought to have exceeded the quantum of the excess profit. He 
had a surcharge of 25 per cent, on all kinds of taxes except the excess 
profits tax and this is one of the taxes wluch ought to have been cent per 
cent, not 50 per cent, which is not enough. Now, I am not really 
taking dm by surprise. Cent per cent, is a reasonable suggestion and 
this for two reasons. In the first place, cent per cent, is the tax in 
Enghmd on the excess profits. I do not think we should have anything 
lower than that. The second thing is, it will automaticallv solve a number 
of difficulties which we raised on the floor of the House about the Supply 
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Depariinent. After all a tax of cent per cent, on the excess prohts will 
remove most of the troubles and difficulties of his Honourable colleague 
in the Supply Department. I do beseech him to consider very seriously 
that he should increase this excess profits duty from 50 to cent per cent. 
Even G2J per cent, surcharge will not do. We want cent per cent., 
nothing short of it. 

The second point to which I would like to draw the attention of niy 
Honourable friend is the provision of section 6 (2) {d) to which 1 referred on 
the occasion of the discussion of the Public Accounts Committee lleport. 
There i showed him that my friend, the Finance Member, admitted that 
he had made a mistake in putting down this particular clause or in giving 
his consent to it. It the mistake was made, as he admitted indirectly in 
the Public Accounts Committee, it is high time for us to correct that 
particular mistake by omitting sub-section (</) of this particular clause- 
In fact, it would have been simpK i if these accounts had been calculated 
on the average of the last four years which I myself suggested v\hen I 
moved an amendment to this effect when tliis Jlill was first considered. 
It was not accepted by the House at that time. I think when an 
amending Bill comes in it should be considered in the ligiit of experience 
gained. Therefore, these jire the two points to which 1 wish to draw 
attention. Tlu'.re is one ])oinl more and that lelalt'S to the amend¬ 
ment which [ have tabled. It is a fai't that at ))rese’it there is a 
very great tendency to misuse the i)rotit in order to show lower margin 
of profits. My friend may tell us that wo have given instructions to the 
Incornc-tax Officers but to iny mind it. is not enough. There ought to be 
explicit i)rovisiou to this (‘ffeet iii the Aet itself, so that the assf*ssees 
may practically put themselves on their guard and nary not do a thing of 
this kind, whicli is now hi'ing done. f will enlarge on this particular 
point when I move my own amendment and givt' dtdinitc instances lo 
show liow tlie assessees are tr\mg to exadi tins exces-, pvofits tax. Wdth 
these w'ords, I resume mv seat. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai {Sind : Non-Muhammadan Kural) : I want to 
touch briefly on one or two points in connection with th(‘ Bill which is 
now being enacted wliich will cause inconvenience and harassment to the 
persons who have ti' f)ay this excess prniit-. tax. Si,’, it is said that ordinar\ 
repairs would he allowed, hut an\thing more, which would be considered as 
unnecessary or extravagimt, should not be allowed. Now, in the first 
place, wdiat that expense w'ould be, which is beyond ordinary, is a question 
which ought to have been defined, and it would otherwise be very easy 
for the income-tax officers to do as they like, at their discretion. The 
income-tax officers are known not to consider questions in which ihe 
income-tax is reduced, hut they consider generally the questions in which 
it is increased. From that point of view, it is nece.ssarv that there ought 
to be some rules laid down to guide these officers. Otherwise, at anv 
time, they will say this expense is not ordinary at all, and they will not 
give any deduction with regard to that expense. I submit that at present 
we are leaving everything absolutely in the hands of the income-tax officer 
who ought to be controlled in some way. I expect, therefore, that ohe 
Central Board of Hevenue should make certain rules under this proviso 
and at anv rate put down certain lines l^v which one could easiK understand 
as to whart is expensive and what is extravagant. Now, it may be that a 
man might build a house and have some ornamental structure over it,- 
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•wliich liiuy be jiecessary. Then, to say whether it is unnecessary or not 
is left to be decided by the income-tax officer who can hold one way or 
the (jther. There ought to be something which would show us that justice 
lias been done. If it were to be said that there will be an ap})eal, we have 
known how appeals are decided. The first decision that is made is 
generally u])held by these appellate officers, and in this case the appellate 
officer will not be in a ])osition to know whether the repairs or adtlitions 
that one has made ari* snefi tor wliich no allowance should be given. I 
would, therefore, request that some rules or some instructions of that 
nature should bo made. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: As regards the first point taken 
by Mr. Azhar Ali, namely, retrospective effect and the possible hardship, 

I should perhaps point out that we have not yet made assessments and 
that the Act as amended by this Ihll will be the enactment which will be 
ap])lied in makinir assessnu*nts, so that no question of hardship can arise 
from the fact that these amenduHmts will have retrospective effect. 

! am giateful Sir Ziauddin Ahmad for his constant concern for the 
revenue and I am very interested to hear that he is entirely in favour of 
a cent per (HUit. excess profits tax. 1 know ho will not evixa-t me to 
enter into a full exposition of my view's on that point at this time but I 
am e' rl'.nnly int ('rested in what he thinks on this subject. 

H(* raised tiu- point about the standard period and the mistake which 
I mad(' at tin* time of the passing of the original Bill. Well, Sir, we are 
all human and I do not pn*tend not to make mistakes hut since this 
lToiis(' dc;rlt with that point and decided to extend the additional option 
to the assrss('(*s, I am afraid that it w'ould be little use for me now to put 
on tin* cloak of rt‘p('ntan(‘.e and come to thi.s House and hope that they 
W’ould guide me on to paths of greater austerity than those w’hich 1 followed 
at that time. Sir Ziainhlin .Vhmad refeiTed lo his Non* iq' I)i'^^(*nt and 1 
legri't lo s.iy that owing to the way in which it has been printed, although 
I ought to liavc noticed it. T did not do so when T was making the motion 
for consideration hut it is virtually the same point as that which is dealt 
w'ith in siih-chriis(* (d) of danse 9 and if my Honourable friend moves the 
ainondnient of w'hich he has given notice, wc shall endeavour to expl.ain 
t-o him why w’e cannot make a provision on the lines which he suggests. 

i\s n’gards the issue of instructions regarding the a])] iieation of new 
Rule 11 to Sehednle T, w hich was the point dealt with by Mr. Lalchand 
Navalrai, I can only say that that will be borne in mind and that the 
Board of Revenue will no doubt issue instructions for the guidance of 
officers in applying that provision. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim'l * The question is • 

“That the Bill to amend the Excess Profits Tax Act, 1940, as reported by the 
Select Committee, be taken into consideration.** 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 and 3 were added to the Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That clause 4 stand part of the Bill.** 

Mr. J. D. Boyle (Bombay: European): Sir, I beg to move: 

“That in part (d) of clause 4 of the Bill, in the provis^^ to the proposed sub-section 
(8), after the words ‘make any*, occurring in the seventh line, the word ‘such* be 

inserted.” 
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Sir, this is a p\irelY grammatieal amendment which is designed 
bring the meaning of the word “modifications” in the seventh line into 
line with the use of Ihe same word in other portions of that cdaiise. Sir. 
I move. 

Mr. President (The lTon()nral)lt^ Sir Ahdnr Ihdiim); The (piestion is: 

“That in part (d) of elauvo 4 of Uie liill in tlu" proviso to the proposed eub-aectiori 

(R), after the v.'oids ‘make any’, o-a'iining in the seventh line, the word ‘6uch’ be 

insorted.” 

The moiion w'as adopted. 

Mr. J. D- Boyle; Sir, 1 beg to move. 

“That in part (d) of clause 4 ot the Bill, in the picjviso to the proposed sub- 
•ection (8), for the svords ‘one month’ the words ‘forty-five days' be substituted.” 

Sir, elsewhere in th(j Jhll, m rdause 8, sub-claiise (c) and in clause B 
in tile new rule the period during which it is possible to pul in an appeal 
has been increased l.o iortv-tive da\s. J do not know whether it was an 

oversight here hut to bring it into line with the provisions in the rest of 

the Bill for a time-li?nit, I move that the period of one month lie extended 
to forty-five clays. 

Mr. President (The* Honourahh^ Sir .-Ybdur Bahiin): Amendment 
moved : 

“That in part (d) of elau.se 4 of the Bill, in the proviso to tho proposed sub¬ 
section (8), for tlm words ‘one month’ the words ‘forty-five days’ be substituted.” 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, I a^ rept the aim ndnnmt 

Mr. President (Tlu- llonc^nra’nlt' Si»* \'>dn'’ Kithim) Tlie (question i« • 

“That in part (d) of clause 4 of the Bill, in the proviso to the proposed sub¬ 
section (8), for the words ‘one month’ the words ‘forty-five lays’ be substituted.” 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur l{ahin0: The qiutstion is’ 
“That clause 4, as amended, stand part of the Bill.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 4, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

(Clauses 5, fi and 7 were added to the Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The question is ; 
“That clause 8 stand part of the Bill.” 

Mr. E. L. C. Owilt (Bombay; European); Sir, in connection with the 
presentation of an application under this section, if, under present war 
circumstances or any other beyond the eontrol of the assessee, he were 
unable to present the whole of his ease within the time allowed, I believe 
the Central Board of Revenue will accept a provisional application without 
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the application becoming time-barred due to absence of precise detail in 
such provisional application. 1 would appreciate confirmation on that 
point. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raiaman: If I understand the Honourable 
Member aright, his point is that whilst the assessee might be aware that 
he would wish to make an application, he might not have the whole of the 
material ready for such application and therefore he might be allowed to 
put in a provisional application within the permissible period and follow 
it up with further detailed material later? 

Mr. E. L. 0. OwUt: That is so, Sir. 

Tha Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, I should think that would 
be reasonably within the administration of this provision as drafted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim): The question is: 

“That clause 8 stand part of the Bill.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 8 was added to the Bill. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question is: 

“That clause 9 stand part of tho Bill.” 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad : Sir, I beg to move : 

“That in part (a) of clause 9 of the Bill, after the proposed proviso to Rule 1, 
the following further proviso be inserted : 

•provided further that any e.xpenditure of extravagant nature intended to 
reduce the profit shall not be excluded in the calculation of Excess Profits 
Tax’.” 

Sir, it has come to iiiy notice that several companies, in order to show- 
lower profits .so as to avoid or to evade income-tax, are now spending 
money in extravagant undertakings. They are building houses with 
marble floors and marble chips while in previous \ears tht*y were living 
in huts and f‘orrugated iron sheets .... 

Mp. Lalchand Navalrai: How many such cases have you seen? 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: If I have seen one case, that is quite enough; 
the exact number does not matter; I have seen one. The other thing is 
that if a company has been spending money on decorations which they 
really do not need or has been spending money in putting up new' 
machinery while they know- that all that is not really needed, they are 
spending money very extravagantly in order to avoid income-tax and 1 
think it is desirable that the Income-tax Officer should be given clear 
instructions that they should see the expenditure under these heads during 
the last five or six years and see if there is anything which is of an 
abnormal nature which cannot be justified. If an expenditure is met out 
of the Depreciation Fund, of course that is justifiable, and we have no 
objection to that, but if anything is paid out of the current expenditure, 
out of the revenue, w’ith the object of showing lower profit, then I think 
the itiitpayers will have something to say because this expenditure is met, 
or at any rate fifty per cent, of the expenditure is met, by the tax-payer 
and not by the company itself ... 
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Pandit Ni^akantha Das (Orissa Division: Non-Muhaininadan): How 
can iiouses be built and machinerv be f)iirchased out of the revenue 
account? It must be the capital account. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: This is just rii> point. If they borrow fresh 
capital or raise their capital amount in order to build these houses or 
purchase inachinery, tliat is a different story but if they pay for it out of 
the revenue to show lower profit, that is what I object to. 'Hierefore, 
it is very desirable that the Income-tax OlTiceis should be specially 
warned, because' more instructions by Central Board of Revenue they mit^lu 
overlook. I apprehend that instructions may be overlooked, unless this is 
provided in the Act itself. Therefore, the provision proposed here will 
be a clear indication to the Income-tax OHicers to look into a matter which 
they are likely to overlook if instructions were merely issued by the Central 
Board of Revenue. Now they ouf^ht to see what has been the expenditure 
under those heads during tlie last few years and if there is any abnormal 
departure, then there should be some good justification for it, and if 
they find that there is no good justification, then I think it is fair and 
reasonable that these things should not be spent at the cost of the tax¬ 
payers of this country. This matter, therefore, is rather important and I 
think the tendency which is everywhere will practicably be checked if my 
amendment is accepted. My friend, the Finance Member, said, that he 
did not want to raise this question because the House had accepted it. 
Now, we know and he knows very w'ell that in the House, as now consti¬ 
tuted, we will accept and endorse the suggestions of the Finance Member. 
Therefore, he should not put blame on us when the whole blame falls upon 
him. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: 1 did not notice that this House 
quietly acccpt(‘d the Inst financial proposals which I put before it. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: 1 am referring to th(' House as it is now 
constituted. I know this that when the F.xcess Profits Tax Rill was 
passed, (he House was as it is now constituted. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: It is still constituted the samo 

wa V. 


Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Anv proposals \\hich camie from him in a 
House with its present attendance will be accepted, ng he commands the 
majority. But I do hope that in the interests of the tax-payer he will 
accept my amendment. T know he has got a very soft corner for the 
wealthy and rich people. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: No. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad: Not only has he got a soft corner in his heart 
for people who are rolling in wealth but he has got a still softer corner in 
his heart for those on whom wealth is rolling. But he has got a very 
strong heart for those who, like mvself, have got very little to pay. 
Therefore, I suggest that he should care more for the smaller people in 
his income-tax proposals than for those who can easily afford to pay and 
especially those on whom the wealth has been rolling on account of war 
conditions. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Amendment 
moved: 

“Tliat in part (a) of clause 9 of the Bill,, after the proposed proviso to Rule 1, 
the following further proviso be inserted : 

‘Provided further that any expenditure of extravagant nature intended to 
reduce the profit shall not be excluded in the calculation of Excess Profits 
Tax’." 

Mr. 0. W. Ayers (Government of India: Nominated Oflicial); Sir, it 
might be of use to the House if I were to ex])lain wliat the position is at 
the present time without tlie aceciptanee of this amendment. Rule 1 of 
l.he h'irst Stdiedule of the Exet'ss I’rofits Tax Act provivles for the 
computation of profits for tin? excess profits tax purposes for any period 
on income-tax principles. If wo turn to what tlie income-tax principles 
are and look at section 10 (jf the Income-fjix Act, 1922, we find that in 
sub-section (2), clause (xii), which deals with the profits of business, it 
provides for the allowanee of “any expenditure (not being in the nature 
of eapital expenditure or personal expenses of the assessee) laid out or 
expended wholly and exclusively for the purpose of such business, 
profession or voeation”. Now, from that th(* Ifouse will see that capital 
expenditure, siad? as, the building of quarters, houses, offices, and expen¬ 
diture on plant, machinery, factories and all that sort of things, is already 
debarred from allowance for excess profits tax purposes, because eapital 
expenditure itself is debarred in computing profits for Income-tax 
purposes. Personal expenses, which might bo suggested to bo extravagant, 
are not allowed. Anyhow, they are not business expenses. 

Then, we get a further class of expenditure, expenditure not wholly and 
exclusively laid out for the purpose of the business. If you have an 
expenditure of that kind, it is not allowable for income-tax purposes and it 
should not be and would not be allowed for excess profits tax ])urposes. 
Now, under the United Kingdom Excess Profits Duty Act of the last war 
there was a case of this character and it depended upon similar words, 
whether the exjienditure was wholly and exclusively incurred for the 
purpose of business. Shortly, there was a case where a person in trade, 
who had employed three members of his family, raised their remunera¬ 
tion from a few hundreds in the pre-war period to something in thousands 
in the accounting period. The (Commissioners lield, and the Court 
supported them, that that excess remuneration was not expenditure 
incurred wholly and exclusively for the purpose of business. I. therefore, 
suggest that that type of expenditure, which is unnecessary and which ia 
not really incurred for business purposes, can be disallowed for income- 
tax purposes and the excess profits tax will follow it. Then. Honourable 
Members may say: “Well, you still have expenditure which does nob faR 
under these heads but is extravagant'’. I will suggest to the House that, 
in BO far as it is humanly possible to tackle that sort of a case, we can 
tackle it in two ways. In the first place, we have to find out whether it 
is incurred for the purpose of business. If the answer is ‘Yes’, then you’ 
fall back on Rule 11 which has just been added to the Bill and in the 
second place, we have to find out whether it is appropriate to that 
particular period. Are you going to put the assessee at the mercy of the 
Excess Profits Tax Officer to say that it is extravagant, and that he will 
not allow it? But if you establish as a fact that it is extravagant and not 
necessary for the business, then I do suggest to the House that the 
existing provisions, properly carried out, should give all that the Mover 
of this amendment desires. 
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The Honourable Sir Jeremy Eaisman: blr, I only wish to add an 
emphatic repudiation of the point of view attributed to me by Dr. 8ir 
Ziaiiddin Ahmad of excessive* leiiderness for the Croesuses w'Jio are rolling 
in wealth and of a corresponding obduracy of heart in dealing with the 
poor millions, of whom he claims to be one. 1 claim that everything that 
I have done since I took on myself the responsibilities of this office points 
in exactly the opposite direction. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Itahiin): The question is: 

"That in part (a) of clause 9 of the Bill, after the proposed proviso to Rale 1, 
the following further proviso be inserted ; 

Provided further that any expenditure ot extravagant nature intended to 
reduce the profit shall not be excluded in the calculation of Excess Profits 
Tax . 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President (The Honourabie Sir Abdur Rahim); The question is • 

"That clause 9 stand part of th<* Bill ” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 9 was added to the Hill. 

Clause 10 was added to the Hill 

Clause 1 was added to the 'Hill 

The Title and tiie Preamble were added to tlu* Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Jeremy Raisman: Sir, 1 move : 

"That the Bill, as amended, be passed " 

Mr. President (The Honom-alile Sir .Midur HilliinO- Tin* qiiestJon is- 

"That the Bill, as amended, be passed." 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned fune die. 
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l>*gislative .\sHcmbly. 15,5. 

Reave refused. 155. 

Disallou niia* of a motion for-by I lie 

Governor G5*neral ;jJter it was aJKu\cd 
by the Chair. 2li». 

Disallowed. 210. 

Kxj)ansion of H. E. The Viceroy's Exe¬ 
cutive Couiiei! and the constitution of 
W ar Ath .s >rv (’ommittce. 73-75. 
TiCiVc ulu-eil. 7.5. 

Failure of Government to ejiabh; Mr. 
Subha.s ('haiidm Bose* to attend tlie 
Session of the l.egLslative Auscmbl}'. 
148-49. 

Ruled out fJ Older. 149. 

Failure of the Government of India to 
evoke w hole-lu*arted euthuKiasm iu 
tlie iia(ii>a to light tlic totalitaiiau 
States. 71-72. 
lA*:vve refused. 72. 

Failure to call a Session of the I^egisla- 
tive .Assmnbly between the }K‘n<d April 
9 tf) (ictober 1940. 14.5-118. 

Ruled out of order. 148. 

Fall in prices of ground-nuts. <>08-09. 
Disallowed. 609. 

Financial arrangements with His Majes- 
ty's Government re payment for ti*o 
purchase of materials from India. 
152 5.3. 

Ruled out of order. 1.53. 


M13RAd 
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1XP!':X TO WVK nEHATK-S. 


ADJOURNMl* NT,S 

i^foliuu for- rp—(\}ht<L 

ITiiye #‘X]K‘Militiiro uithout aanetioii of 
the li4\i£islntmx\ jr>,>-r.O. 

1 )i8allcn\ t'(J. 

Lawlessnoas in Sind. 140-AO. 
Disnlloued. InO. 

Non-assnoiMi,vn of non-ofTioial r( » it 'Vn 
taf.ivo Indiana wit)) the Ivittern 
< V)nfor;'!Kr. 7r>-7(). 

Disallowt'd. 70. 

A’on-h()k!iriL' of tlio Soiision of the fw^: 
1‘itiv'e A.vso(iibl\’ for a lonir time. lA'.- 
/)7. 

Dis/illoned l)v the (Jovcnaior inaa ;;d. 

I8d. 

OpiTiiona of tlie Honoiirabk' Menihi'r f<n'‘ 
J^ailwaya and Comnmi!i< ati(>ns on t!ie I 
l)‘Son/a ib'})ort. lAO-A-L | 

Diaalio'.ved. 1,74. | 

PlaeirifT of laru(‘ orders? of purchases witl) ^ 
a few individuals. lo0-,')‘2. 

Ruled out of order. lAd. j 

Ih'uhibition of visitors from entcrin;/ the 
Kh\her I’as.s. i 

f.(eave to njove lefused. 4.‘t,s. | 

R(*fiisal of permissi<>n to Mr. HJiulahhai * 
Desai and to Air. Asnf .\!i to vi^it j 
AVaziristaii. . ' 

Leave refus(‘d. 77. 

Rustication of .Mr. .M. Raifujui and Mr. i 
1). San;i,hi from tlie L'niver.'jitv of! 
Delhi. 1111-12. ‘ ! 

Leave refused. 1112. 

AD.MIXISTRATIOX RKl'OR'r i 

Question rp non-inclusion of n'vi'ov on tin' 
working of tho State Railway regula¬ 
tions re disTjiissal of nt)n-ya7,eliol .Mali' 
in the Raihvay. 87b. 

ADM 1 XISTl 1 AT()R(S) - 
Quest ion re duties and emohinu nls of the j 
Civil —Kaniaran. .'1411-5(1. i 

ADOITLD SOX - I 

“ Snn(s) 

ADViSORV (klMMlTTKL— 

Motion for Adjournment re expansion of 
H. !'i. Viceroy’s Executive Council and 

the eousitution of War. -. 7iL 

7.7, 

Question re Railway-. 227-22H. 

AGE— 

Question re llnutinL!: of the Railway re¬ 
fresher courses to the-of 45. 

87 0-77. 


i Adi-: l.lMl'l'fS) - 
(Jestion n - 

-(.f caodid.'ile.s for lh(‘ post of Station. 

Dirtetor. .Ml-India Ratlio, recently 
advert i.sul. Id 18-Ilk 

j ATaximuiii • for all kinds <4 (rairiin;..; 

I courses at (he Walton 'rr.iuun^^ 

ScIkoI. II. 

A.GRfCCLTCRAl. TRODl Cl* ‘ A< T - 
>7e. “ Act (s).*’ 

\fl.\iAr) \ VWAZ KILVX. M.V.IOi! X.VW’AH 
SIL - 

Indian I’inaiicc (Xo. 2) Hill 
Mctiofis to run.^iilcr and to (•liculafc, 
hlo. 

AlR(TL\rT(S) - 

Quc.-'tion O' < ncoiiraucmcnt ti") Indian 
• “iitcrpi use fer nc» iinfac turii\Lr 
motels or for buildii'o ships. tl()7- 
58. 

.MR FORCE'S)- 
CjlllC'.tinn tr 

I'imci’Lcmo' ('omnu'.sskm in the L''.Tid 
and of Mi.s .'fajf'.jt\ ks Covcrrim rit 
in India. 07()-79. 

Sch etion of eandidates foi- the 4’cchnical 
School et.imcctcd w ith the Indi.ui 
1(117. 

'I'r.'iininLT of Indian Pilol.s and AIcchanic.'i 
ibrthc - . 27iL7(>. 

AIR FURt'ES llEAlXMkVRTERS - 

QiU'.stion /e eont^ribution by ollieers of tliC 
.Army and — towards thi^ I)f-fcncc 
S.avinys Provident Fund and Deft nee 
Saving.s ('i‘rtilicate.s. 49(3. 

ALLAHABAD— 

Qut sl ion re— 

Cooly contracts in Moradabarl, Lucknow 
and Allal'abad Divisions, East In- 
dianRailway. 881. 

Model housing sehonie in the- 

Cantonment. 1103. 

ALLEGA'PIOX(S)— 
t^ie .sti.m re — 

-of bribery aj^^ainst the Manager of 

the Mcdit;al Stores Depot, Lahore. 
775. 

-of corruption against a clerk in the 

Divisional Oflioe, Rawalpindi. 
27-28. 




IXDTJX TO LE(irSLATTVR ASSEMBLY DEfUTES. 


ArX-lX[)rA RADIO— 

Qu(‘fttioi\ TP — 

Age limit of candi'latcs for the post of 

Station Director,-, recently 

advertiacd. lOU-18. 

Authors of dramas broadcasted hv the 
-. 3()7. 

ALL INDIA SEllVICK - 
Question r« eomin'inal eomposiuou of 

Indian Civil Service and other- i 

Officers brought on to the Covernment j 
of India Secretariat. U(i3-bL 
ALLOTMENT- 
Question re - 

-of duftrics’ quarters in New L. ihi. j 

136- 137. I 

-of peons’ quarters in New Dtdhi. ^ 

137- 38. 

ALLOTMENT OF QUAR I'ERS RUI.LS— i 
*SV« “ Rule(»).” 

ALLO\VANCF(S)- 
Question rc - 

(Irani of - * - to non-resident members 
of the Port Haj C’omniittees for 
attending meetings. 14 L 

(Jrant of suinmer-to the ministerial 

t'stablishment of tlio (iovernmont of 
India Seerctariat detained at Delhi 
last summer. 688. 

Lower rates of consolidated travelling 
--— for van sorters of the North 
Western Railway. 875-76. 

Non-grant of separation-to the 

Indian Medical Department. 66-67. 
Rules in respect of pay and-, Pro¬ 

vident Fund, etc., on the Oiulh and 
Rohilkhand Railway before and 
after amalgamation. 591. 
ALTERATION{S)~ 

Question re additions and - carried 

out in perfunctory manner in certain 
“ 1) ” type orthodox quarters in New 
Delhi. 663. 

AMALGAMATION— 

Question re — 

-of Government of India Presses at 

Simla and NTuv Delhi. 702-03. 

- of Sudder Razar, Ambala, with 

Ajnbala Cantonment. 207, 

AMBALA- 

Question re amalgamation of Saddar 

Bazar, - , with - Cantonment. 

207. 


AMIR-TTT. HAJ— 

Question r(' appointmoni of committees of 
pilgrinjs anfl-by Port Haj Com¬ 

mittees on pilgri?n sliips. 140. 

AMRITSAR - 

Quc*/Lion rr 

Fruit vcniliog <• -iiJ o-’t at - Railway 

Statiorc O'm}. 

Nolio' of k ^'1 I 0 !i !)chalf of M:r Mnqhoj! 
\1 lUauioo 1 of — - against the North 
\\ <. tof u i‘ailway. 879. 
s\\{. M.S. - 

Ruai 1.4u.«* Ihll - 

Mol toils to consider, cir'-nlate and refer 
t j Grumittci'. 912-44. 

('antonruent-, (Amou ln’t nt) RiH — 

(Vuisidcration of daiis-s. 21L 

jOxc«*,ss Profits Tax (Air.'uidmcnt) Bill—■ 
.Moli'Ui to lefcr to Select Committee. 
888 . 

Exprcbsi'cis of regret on the tlcnfbs of Raja 
Sir \asu<ia\a Rajah and Mr. Siiryya 
Kumar Soln. 70-71. 

Kinance Mcinber’.s statement on the finan¬ 
cial position. 101. 

Hindu Worium's Rights to Property 
(Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committi'C. 
989-90, 903, 991. 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill— 

Motions to corusider and to circulaU». 
382, 420. 454, 4f)8, 487, 488, 489, 492, 
623. 624, 632, 727, 740, 74.3, 801 16, 
823, 826. 

Indian Mmcliant Shipping (Amendment) 
Bill - 

Motion to refer to Select Committee 
217, 219, 220. 

Indian Navy (Discipline) Amendment 
Bill- 

Motion to consider. 240, 241. 

Indian Railways (Amendment) Bill—• 
Motions to refer to Select Committee and 
to circulate. 92(), 927, 929, 983- 

34. 

Mo Jon for Adjournment re-- 

Banning by the Government of Bengal 
publication of news of hunger strikes 
in jail, etc. 1112, 1113. 

Closing (.lowii of the branch line be¬ 
tween Shoranur and Nilamlnir in the 
Malabar District. 1088-89, 1094. 

Closing of the Chandpur-Siau-Bijnor 
section of the Gajraula Muazzampur 
Narain branch of the East Indiaq 
Railway. 1000,1003-0;5, 
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lNDi:x TO LliK-'TSLATTVr: ASSEMBLY J)ETiATES. 


ANKY, AIJI. M. \ 

Motiun for Adjour/inient rf- -conhh \ 

Dj\coa Mail disaster. lOS, 111, 112,! 

114-1 IT), ]2r>. I 

Kiiii-holdin*; ol'tlie S(\s.‘-i(iri of the Legis¬ 
lative Asseuilly for a long tinu*. 

ir>(). 

Prohibition of visitors from entering the 
Khyber Pass. 437, 43S. 

Mothm 7f election (4’ tliiee mernlx'is lor the 

Standing Committee attached to the 

Depaitment of Supply. V)21. 

Question op — 

Burglaries and daeoities in New r)(4iii. 
974-75. 

]\'oniination of-to the Panel of 

Chairmen. 211. 

Question (Sn[iplementary) re — 

Burglaries and daeoities in New Delhi. 
980. 

ComTnis.sion charged by the Cloverninent 
of India on artielis purchased by Hi.s 
Majesty’.s Government for tlie mainte¬ 
nance of the Supply Departin'i'iit. 
9()2. 

Desirability of recruitment of Indians 
of all castes and creeds to the Indian 
Army. 780. 

German and Italian de tenus in India and 
Piinjabee detenus undeu* the Defence 
of India Act. 9(19. 

Hindu and Aluslim strength of the 
Indian Xavv. 9130. 

Inadequate Indian repre.sentation in tlie 
Port Trusts. 4. 

Indignities suffered by Indian La.'searsin 
South Africa. 135. 

Xeglect of planted trees and maintained 
lawns in the D. I. Z. area of New Delhi. 
6(35. 

Xon-observance of the principle of sub¬ 
letting of railway eontraet.s in the case 
of a certain contract at the Delhi 
Pall way Stati«ai. 860. 

Quota of Muslim candidates at the fly¬ 
ing training schools. 1102. 

Peserv'ation of the posts of enquiry 
clerks, etc., for j^uards ^^'ith defective 
vision on the North Western Railway. 
864. 

Steps for increasing the export trade of 
India. 6.59. 

ResiTve Bank of India Third Amendment) 

Bill- 

Motion to consider. 265. 


AXEY, MR. M. ^. -ojudd. 

R«‘aolution re ~ 

Appointment of a Committee of the CVn- 
tral Legislature regarding economy 
in war expejiditlire. 544-45. 
Appointment of a Committee to examine 
the conditions of Detenus und(‘r the 
Defence of India Act. 553, 557- 
60. 

Appointment of a permanent Muslim 
Pilgrim Ollicer in the Secretariat of the 
Government of India. 187, 508-09, 

510. 

Fiscal Policy of tlie Government of 
India. 180. 

Scrapping of the liondon Coffee .Market 
Expansion Board by the Indian ColTeo 
(Vrs ('oinmittee. .522, 524, 528, 

530. 

War Donations and Investments (Compa- 
nie.s) Bili--- 

Motion to considiT. 259, 262. 
AXDLO-IXDIAX GUARD(S)-- 

iSW (Juardls)*'. 

AXLMAL(S)— 

Question re— 

Dumping of carcases of-- near 

Karol Bagh, Delhi. 65. 

Slufting of the dumping ground for dead 
—— from Karol Bagh, Delhi. 907. 

APPRAL(S) - 

Question rr instances in which mandatory 
provisions of rules regulating discipline 

and rights of-of non-ga/etted em- 

j)lovees on the Xorth Western Railway 
were not observed. 867-68. 

APPELLATE JURISDICTION— 

Question re desirability of enlarging the 
of the Fcd(!ral Court. 139-40, 
282-83. 

APPLl€ATI()X(S)— 

Question re — 

- for saimtion of the Governor 

General under section 270 of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India Act, 1935. 698- 
99, 1109. 

Long interval intervening between mak¬ 
ing of-for and allotment of Gov¬ 

ernment quarters. 703-04. 

Withholding of-of Muslim clerks of 

the Railway Clearing Accounts Office 
for posts of Guards on the North 
Western Railway. 600. 
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APPoix'r]\ib:NT{S)- 

Question re— 

Advisability of withflrawing tho (J<>v 
ernment Ktiholutioii on itoininuna^ 
reservation of —— in public services. 
2(;5-06. 

-made in connection with war \\ ork. 

708. 

-of candidates in tlie Posts and 

TVlenrraphs siihordinatr servic'c in the 
Sind and Jialnchisten cin le without j 
the production of valid domicile eerti-1 
ficatea. I 

-of Muslim stall on Indian pilgrim i 

alups. 141. 

- of unqualified [jersons in the Sind 

and Paluchistan Postal ('ircle. bG9- 
70. 

O-iTaiii restrictiorjs on-to subor¬ 

dinate 3ervic(' posts on North \Ve3tera 
Pvailway. H82. 

Communal reservation both on-and 

confirmation of new recruits on the i 
N»)rth Western Railway. 7-8. 

Delay in making-of candidates .suc¬ 

cessful in the Indian Audit and 
Accounts Service JCxamination of 

pm 201. 

Delegation of power to make first- 

in nun-gazetted posts on certain Slate 
Hallways. 12. 

Kligibility of the night vision faded sta¬ 
tion masters group stall for certain 
-. S74. 

Muslims in certain categories of ~ - olli- 
eiating against piTinanent vacancies 
on the North Western Hailway. 
581, 

Muslims selected for direct recruitment 

to certain categories of-on tho 

North Western Hailway. oSO-81. 

Procedure for making-and promo* 

lions ill non-sele<’ti('ii po;,ts or non- 
sidetdion grades after the initial -—— 
on certain State Railways. 14. 

Ri'tivnchment in the higher grade- 

of Yard Foremen and Yard Su|HM*visor 
on the North VV’esteni Hailwav. 
857-59. 

Resolution re-of a Permanent Mus¬ 

lim Pilgrim Officer in tho Secretariat 
of the Government of India. 183-0(5. 

APPRENTICE(S)— 

Question rc-Train Examiners on the 

North Western Railway. 852-53. 


AHHITHATJON BILL- 
.Ver Indian-” under Bill(s).” 

AHEA(S)— 

Question Ti' lay-out of tlic Improveaieiit 

Irust plots ill ceilain-in Delhi. 

35. 

ahi:a school(S)— 

Question re scope of exemption of staff 

from attending refresher course's at Area 

Bchools on Stale Hadways. 17. 

AHM LirENX’KS— 

iSVe " Licciu-efs).'’ 

ARM Y( IKS)- 
Question rc —• 

De''riabibty of recruitment of Indians 
of all castes and creeds to tlic Indian 
-. 770 - 80 . 

(irant of leave to tlie East Indian Hail¬ 
way employees serving in the volun¬ 
teer forces when reipiired to join 
the-. (>7. 

Knowledge of Hindi and ability to write 
ii in i rdu »)f Homan seri]>t for recruit¬ 
ment to Indian-. 782-83. 

Quotas of (aindidates for (‘mergen(*y com¬ 
missions and us privates for tho-- 

fi\e<i for ditferent provinces. 780- 
81. 

Hai.sing of the new-in India, its 

cost and arrangements for training of 
the additional ofiieers. 202-05. 

Selection of candidates for emergency 
commissions and as jirivutes lor 
the - - -. 7SI-82. 

AHMY HEADQUARTERS— 

Question re — 

Contribution by officers of the-and 

Air Forces -- towaixks the Dcfeiieo 

Savings Hrovidc iit Fund and Defence 
Savings Uertilicates. lOii. 

Move of the.-to Simla and back, 

079-80. 

AHHEST(S)— 

(^ue.stion rc. -of a gang of thicvi*s of 

Buuriva criminal tribe. OSl. 

ASAF ALI, MU. M.— 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill— 

Motions to consider and circulate. 
377, 378, 381, 384, 385, 

452, 457—150, 4(51—68, 467-70, 474, 
478, 4S2, 485, 486, 487, 627, 634, 

i 727, 728, 721), 731, 732, 733, 742, 
743, 745. 
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TO ijxosL.vnvw asskmblv nriDATK^. 


AHAV am, j ASSISTANT S[WM*:(>N(S) - 


Alcirfion for aiijourn/iu'/it /v rofiisul of jut* 
to Mr. lilmlahhai Dcsai Jimi to 
— - lo visit ^Vu'/iristiui. 7t)-77. 
ASSAM -- 

Question rc distaru cs of Itulo-Mmia from 

Etniral and-. fiOVTcif. 

ASSAM BblW.XL KAILWAV- 

iSfr " Kuii\vay(s) — 

ASSKSSMK.Vr ^ 

Host ion r( - — 

- vvlu? of house's and aho]j.s in tlic 
i\a--,iuli Canloiinu'nr. hj. 

Colkvdivo--of vvatcr rates on Postal 

and ToU‘j.jr}vpli officials CM‘c«j>yin'.' 
tjovcmrnent qumfers m Simla. 

ASSK'riS)-— 

yuestioii re ass:i<^nnK*nt hv tin* 17. (1., 
India Eloctric Company, lamift'i, in¬ 
corporated in Cormanv, of their bu-^incss, 

-etc,, to ccitain juirtic.-i in iloinbay. 

127-30. 

ASS ENT— 


I Question re -on the North Westcru 

Hailway. 19. 

.VSSrSTANT TRA F.V EXAMINER ™ 

Question re extra expenditure incurred 
by nt>t appointing an —— to ofliciat^ 
ins Heail Train Examiner. Bareilly. 
bOUOo. 

ASSO(.:iATT()N(S)— 

■Motion lor adjournment re non-of 

<d)ieial representative ludii\ns with the 
Eastern (Jrrvup Conference. 75 76. 

Question re rewgnition of the——of 
Railway (Uiards at EiicUnow. 871-72. 

ATTACH ED AX D BUBORDIN A'l’E 

OELTCE(S)- 

Question re oittcers and ministerial -statf 
of the Dcfiartment of Comnnmicatioivs 

and its-wlu) nmvod up to Simla 

hist summer and exiiendilurv incurred 
in the Move. 578. 

A^rTACHEl) 0FFK;E(S)-^ 

Qui'stion rc - 


Question re -by tlio A. fJ. (S, fodia ■ 

Electric Cmnp.uiy, Idmucd, itt< orpo 
in <fennan\', of tli.n- bu.sini'ss, •' 
a'^sets, etc., to cerlain pailic.- in Bom- ' 
b:\v. } 27-31). 

AssisT.wn'!)— ' 

yiicstiiin rc ! 

-imd e’erks in the casfi bra^‘•hl^s' 

of the Covernment of India Olficcs. ; 

, 

I’lxfs uff-'ieil to the Oovernmciif of : 

iiidii Si'crctnri 1 1-in t!ic Icvoini'- l 

tax. Si'rvico, Cias.s 11. BiPT 9S. 

A.SSfSTAX r EXClXEERpS}— 

(^>'ic.-vi ion r<' - { 

JOncaiivi iug Snf.'onlinates workiTi^r as ; 
— —on the North Wc.sti,ni Rail-| 
way. H. 

(hialslinl MnsUm Jnsp(ctors of Works I 

no^ allowefl to officiate as-[ 

the XoiTh WcsP'ni Railway. 41. | 
ASSfsl’AXT ]XSPEtTOR(S) - 

S'V ' fnspectorfs) ”. 

ASMS 1 ’ \x r DEEP’ERS - 

^See “ OiUccp.s) 

ASSrS'l'AXT STATION .MASTER(,S)— 

(Question re deva'uaiion of-’s ;j;radcw 

on the Xouii WesPan Ptiilwa}*. 874. 

Xce also niKicr Si.vtio;i Mastcr(s) ”, 


Appointment of a Sikh Oflicer t' 
Ddiccr's E.HtahlLshmcnt of the Rad- 

wav Bmrd and its-. 861-62. 

Indian OfiietuH in the (iovernment of 
India Department.s and its——■. 
55-57. 

<)fiio<Ts and minist erial staff of the 
Dcpaitmcnt of Eduealinn, Health 

and Lands and its-and Subor- 

dinah* Ohices ’vlio movexi up to Simla 
la-:t Hurnmer and expenditure incur¬ 
red in the Move. 668-69. 

See also under “ 0ftice(8) 

ATTEND.VXCh: - 

Question ?r- on (inpl*-yees’ families 

by nurse.s employed in the .\Tedica! 
Department of the North Western 
Railway. 9. 

ACDIT AND ACCtXJNTS SERVICE— 

Question re delay in making apiiointments 
of candidates successful in the Indian 
-examination of 1939. 201. 

AUTl[OK(S)— 

Question re anlhora of dramns broadcasted 
by the All India Ra«lio. 367. 

AUTLMN SESSION— 

NVe “ Scssioi) 
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AVKKS. MK. C. W.— 

Kxcosh Profits 'I'iiv: (Aincn-luu-Fit) Bill — 
iMotion to rtfcr to »S( loot t .'oininittee. 
SH:). 8:)!). 

C'{)nsi(!t!ra)io'i of (‘Iaiise<?, 1 Il^3. 

0>(K ot Ottioe. 1. 

AI ■ U V K DIP M1^: I) 1CIN t-:(S) - 

“ Mo.li(Mno(s)j 

AYVANtiAPv, iMR. ANA.\ VH ASAVA-' 

X.WI- ! 

Qii '-.t on (Supplonif jit in ) rr est P'iisluncnt; 
of a I'iipi-r Kcoooiny ^K.'p:irDiK*nt by tl.i' ' 
(!o\orniiicot iff (nviia,. i 

AZHAR ALl, M(D .MUH AM MAD - j 

Paatonon'ots (Ani'‘U'ltiUM\t^ Pill— 
(.•f)!isiiloration of clauses. :DS P.) 
Kvress Pivilits Tax (.\?nc'nJrnt*nt) Bill- 
Motion to consider. HIT. 

In iirtii Pail wavs (SoaoUvl Amendment) 
Bill- 

Motion f(*r liaise to intro(luc<*. '2'2'2. 
Indian S.il* of (lood^ (Anu ndment) Bill — 
Motion to l•(3nsid! r. P.'til. 

Motion for .sdjo'irninent rr - 

('''vilnn ilouii of the 1 roiudi lini' between j 
. Shoriniir and Nil.uiibur in the | 
Malabar District. j 

( 'loMip: of tlio ('liandpin-Sian-Bijnor j 
section of the (iajraulii .Mua/./.ainpur 
X.iiain braiali of ilie Pai>^t Imlian 
I tail way. Olid. 

Tlu.'^e e\pendituri^ v, itliout sanction of 
the I.eyi.slitme, Idb. 

Uuc'o ion - 

.\oMd.cnls to peP'-ons at or near Dcllii- 
Sliahdara Ifailway Station, Aortu | 
W ('Stern Bailway. SSI. I 

Alleged sale of hscmI railwav tiebets. , 
o92. ' ! 

Alleged utilisation of the sinviees ol J 
A/iU/us'/.v by the ntVieers of the J)( lid j 
Improvement Trust for j)iivat<» woik. 
dPS, 

Allotment of ijuarters to certain classes 
of non-ga/,et(('d railway servants on 
State Railways, odl. 

Applicat ions for samdion of the (jlovernor 
Ueneral under si^elion 27t) of the 
Govcrnmenl of Indui Act, lU.do. 
698-99, 1109. 

Arrest of a gang of thieves of Bauriya 
eriminal tribe. 981. 

Assistant Surgeons on the North Wes^-eru 
Railway. 19. 


AZHAR AU, MJt. Ml IIA.MMAD-conk/. 
Quest ion rr rontd. 

Burglaries and dacoities in New Delhi. 
9S(j.Hl. 

Ualculation of pci rod of sick leave on 
State Hailuay.'. <s78-79. 

Pertain ((uarlcrly statement fcu’sai’ded 
by the Divisional Superintendent, 
Moradabad Diviaon, ou the Kast 
Tndi.ni Ibnlw.iy, 87S. 

Illy Bo thing atid Parcel OlTieos worked 
b' Alesus. 'Tlioinas ('uv>k and Son. 
ih 46. 

^'i\d suit by an employee decreed 
against tlie North \Ve>^erii Rail¬ 
way. r>'.) 1-92. 

(.'oilective assessment of water rates on 
Jk>st d and 4\ i('grap]i otb.ials occupy¬ 
ing (Jovi'rnment (in irtcrs in Simla. 
598-99. 

Contract for book stalls given to Ah ssrs. 
Wht cler and t'oinpany )>y the Uetieral 
Manager, North \V(.*srern Railwav. 
597. 

Cooly contracts in .Moradaliad, Lucknow 
and Allahabad l)ivisions, Ikrst iiuliaii 
Kail wav. 881. 

Detention of v('hi(!cs at stations in the 
Moradabad Division, Kast Indian 
Pailw,'V. 594. 

Documents for vi'iitieation of leave 
accounts maintained on State Rail¬ 
ways. 5!H. 

Dutit's of .\s.sistant Dtficors and Trans¬ 
portation In.-pectois on State Ratl- 
^\ays. 28-31. 

Kxjienditure ineurrc'd by tli(^ (hivern- 
nient on the//e/m/f Ij'sff’nrr. tiiW)-()l. 
Kvt('nsion of Alessrs. \\'heeli*r and Com¬ 
pany’s contract for hook stalls on 
the Noitli Western Railway. 599- 
<i(Mb 

(5)\eminent Servii'e Bides applieabh^ 
to the stall of the Ik Ihi Uiiiver'-^itvg 
699. 

Ineoi poration of the Delhi JMectrieity 
authority. 909. 

Information given to the Karol Bagli 
Police Station. Delhi, about the jirc- 
.M'uee of a gang of eriminals called 
Bauriyas. 981. 

Irregularities in the running of siieeial 
trains on the North Western Rail¬ 
way. 44-45. 

Lay-out of the Improvement Trust 
plots in certain areas in Delhi. 35. 
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AZH.AK AIJ, MR. MVUAMMXD-^awf^. 

Q‘ifs(ion rc--c()h<d. 

Lirji on his po.sf, to <a certain 

rfnpl() 3 *cp <it’ the Delhi Impruveiiiont 
'Irust. 9(W-()0. 

r.itniting t^f the railway rt'froshor 
coiirHCM to tlip age of -to. 876-77. 

T.oeatioii of a tubeicnloyis clinic in 
Karol liaxlh Delhi. 62. 

'Mono of the A>iiiy lli'juhinarterfi to 
Simla arj6 back. 97lJ-S(k 

Mutual giui.ra?itcc fund of llu' (bd Kast 
Indian Uailwar Dotnpaiu’. 41. 

N()n-cn/<'ttc(i railway s-Tvants charged 
w'ifh nlhaices in the Moradahad Divi- 
Mi(m, Rast Indian Kadway. ^78. 

Ncm-grant of s*j}iaration allow'ancc to 
the Indbn Alcdical l)ei)arlnicnt. 
66-67. 

K(ni-iiichisi(/n of review on the work¬ 
ing of the State Railway Ihgula- 
tioiifl rr dismisf*il of ivm-gazetted 
staff in tho llailway Adrnini.^tration 
Keport. 876, 

N'orth \\V>rt.em Railway bin on hit‘=' 
against certain eiiiplu.vees. .792-93. 

Notice of a suit on ltd alf of .Mir 
MaqiKK)! Afahainood of Annit.sar 
again.-^t the North WVstein l^ailwav. 
H79. 


AZTfAE AM, MR. MUHAMMAD-- crwfd. 

Question re—conrld. 

Bailwa}' prosecution cose in the Court 
of the Resident Magistrate, Delhi. 
696-07. 

Kailway quarters at Moradabad and 
staff o(!cupying them. 594. 

Recniitntent of temporary clerks in 
the DfVice of the Chief Dpc'rating 
8upcrinteii(lcr»t, Kast Indian Raib 
wav. 597. 

Keport of the Railwav Knqurr}' (k/m- 
niittec on corruption in railways. 
592. 

Keport re the representfxtion of Muslims 
and other niinorit\' enmmunitie.s in 
the 8abordimito Railway Services. 
861. 

Kuhs governing flie p(]blio.ation of 
matter.s in Railway Gazettes. 877. 

Rules in rc'spt'ct of pav and allowanecM, 
h'lovident Fund, etc., on tho Ondli 
arid Rohilkhand Railway before and 
after amalgamation. 591, 

Riik's or b\c la\v.s of the Delhi Joint 
Water and Sew.ag(; Board. 699. 

►S<*locdi(>n Inwrd or commitU'es assemhk:<l 
in Mora/lahad Division on the lOast 
Indian Railwav. 880-81. 


XunilK‘r.H and charaeRn* of n m-gazettei 
on eci-tain State Railways. 877. 

Ohicei^ and elerk.s in the Railway Re.ard 
graduated in Mathcniaties. 59s. 

Pievalenee of tuher<ai!<>-J!s aniong.^t 
the Htalf of the Railwav (.'Caring 
.Aeeoimts Oifice. 595. 

Krior saiietion hy th<* Rnilwa-v Roird 
to revisions of scales of fi.a.ys alb ■♦•ting 
a whole elas.s or grade of emplovees on 
certain SRite Jhiilway.s, .59<t 

J’.oei'dure of nqTtating the voa'k after 
flic evpiry of the |?robatioTiary ]KTiod. 
S77. 

1'roc-cedin,gs of tho SeDciion Board ‘ 
held at tlui Divisional (UTiee, How rail, | 
Fast Indian Railway fr/r filling vacan- ; 
C'ies of Iwiggage and I'arci'l Su|xt- , 
vbor.s. .5-9,3. 

Quaiters (kiminiltce, Morsidabnd Divi- 
sicn, Fad. Indian Kailwa 3 \ 593. 

Rnilway passes allowed to Messrs, 
U.ornag Cook and Hon and their 
staff, 45. 


►Sclwticni posts cr sclee.tiim grades on 
State Railways. 20-27. 

Steps to reduce the number of thefts 
and otlKT crimes in Dellii. 98J, 
Subordinates and eferks who worked 
under tho Building Inspector of the 
Dt'IKi Improvement Triint and 
resigiiofl. 908. 

Trains run through Delhi-Sbahdara on 
the North Western Railway. 880. 
TronFJcis of noii-gazctt<jd railway 
servMit^^ in the Moradabod Division 
of the East liulian Railway and the 
Delhi Division of the North Western 
Railway. 590. 

W ithholding of applications of Muslim 
clerks of the Railw’^y Clearing 
Accounts (Office for posts of Gitarda 
on the North Wesdem Railw'ay. 6(Xb 
Working of the Payment of Wages Act, 
1936, on the State Railways, 7(X), 
Workings of the trains between Hardwar 
Hod Rikhikesh on the East Indian 
Railway. 1103. 
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AZHAK ALl, MR. MUHAMMAD—cojM^ci. 

Question (Suppleinontary) re — 
Asaignraciit by the A. E. G., India 
Kleetrio Company, limited, incor¬ 
porated in Germany, of their busi¬ 
ness, assets, etc., to certain parties 
in Bombay. 130. 

Delay in holding the Autumn ►Session 
of the Legislative Assembly. 134. 
Expenditure by the Indian Gollee Cess 
(V)mmittee on propagandii activities 
in India. 426. 

Fees collected from Haj pilgrims for 
meeting expenses in conm^ction with 
Port Haj Committees. 692. 

Quota of Muslim candidates at the 
Hying training schotds. 1102. 
Training of Indian Pilots and Mechanics 
for the Air Force. 276. 

RcliiKplishmciit of Sinda for sittings of 
the Ix'gislative Assembly. lOi. 

Keaolution re Fiscal Policy of the Govern¬ 
ment of India. 169-70. 

B 

RADIX - 

Question re representation for ennstnu • 
tion of a trunk roa<l from Hyd(‘rabad 
(Sind) to Bombay vi<t —--- and Viram 
gam. 3.'>H-.'>9. 

B.A.IORIA, BABU BAMXATH— 

Finance Menil)er’s statement on the fin 
ancial |x)sition. lOl. 

Besolution re fiscal poli(;y of the Govern¬ 
ment of India. 166-68. 

War Donations and Inve.stmcnts ((Com¬ 
panies) Bills. .Motion to consider. 260. 

R.UPAl, THE HONOURABLE SIR 

GIRJA SHANK All— 

Kc.solution re appointment of a permanent 
Muslim Pilgrim Ofticer in the Secre¬ 
tariat of the Gov'erninent of India. 
193-94, 195, 509, 510-11. 

BALUCHISTAN— 

Question r/?— 

Alleged rude behaviour of the Quetta 
Railway Station officials at the wel¬ 
come to the President-elect of the 

-Muslim Iieague Session. 683-84. 

Appointment of candidates in the Posts 
and Telegraphs subordinate service in 

the Sind and-circle without the 

production of valid domicile certi¬ 
ficates. 369-60. 


BALUCHIS rAN-cow4d. 

Question re—r.ontd. 

Appointment of unqualified persons in the 
Sind and — - Postal ('ircle. 569-70. 
Permission to Boy Messengers acting 

as Packers in the Sind and-Posta 

Circle to apj)ear for clerical examina¬ 
tions. 668-69. 

Recruitment of postal clerks in the Sind 
and - — Circ.lf'. 63. 

Scheme for preventing raids into Sind 
from-and Kalat. 230-231. 

BAN- 

Qiicstiun re North WesteTii Railway 
on hats against certain employees. 
.592-93. 

BANEIUEA, DR. P. N.— 

Bi^rar Laws Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer 
to Select (Jornmittee. 946-47. 

Election of -to the Governing Bo<ly 

of the Indian Research Fund Associa¬ 
tion. 1113. 

Finance MemlsT’s statement on the 
finan‘ial position. KX). 

Hindu Women’s Bights to l^roperty (Am¬ 
endment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 
988-89, 994. 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill - 

Motions to consider and to circulate'. 786. 

Indian Baihvays (Amendment) Bill — 
Motions to refer to Si lect Committee and 
to circulate. 925, 926. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Banning hy the Government of Bengal 
publication of news of hunger strikes 
in jad, etc. 1112, 1113. 

Dacca Mail disaster. 105-08, 109, 110, 
111, 124. 

Motion re election of three members for 
the Standing (Committee attached to the 
Department of Supply. 920, 923. 

Question re ¬ 
calculation of period of sick leave on 
the State Bailways. 17-18. 

Certain quarterly statement forwarded 
by the Divisional Superintendent, 
Moradabad Division of the East Indian 
Bailway. 16-17. 

Certain record of non-gazetted railway 
servants in the Moi-adabad Division 
of the East Indian Railway. 14-15. 
Circular instructions for grant of gratuity 
to non-gazetted staff in Lucknow 
Division of the East Indian Railway. 
18-19. 
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BANERJJOA, ITU. V, K,~^r.ontd. 

Question re — confd. 

Delegation of power to make first ap¬ 
pointments in iion-gazettod posts on 
certain State Railways. 12. 

Desirability of enlarging the appellate 
jurisdiction of the Dcderal Court. 
139-40, 282-83. 

Disadvantages of tlio staff of company- 
managed section of the East Indian 
Railway trained at the Railway 
School of T'ransportation, Chandausi. 
17. 

Grades fur vdiieh direct recruitment is 
consider(‘d (h'sirable on certain State 
Railways. 12. 

“ Letter Post De livery ” from post offices 
in the Delhi Province. 15. 

Numbers and character of non-gazette<l 
posts on certain State Railways. 12. 

Procedure for confirmation on the expiry 
of probationary period on State Rail¬ 
ways. 13. 

IVoccdure for making appointments and 
promotions in non-selection posts or 
non-selection grades after tlie initial 
appointment on certain State Rail¬ 
ways. 14. 

Publications of tlie rules and regula¬ 
tions governing tlie non-gazetted rail¬ 
way s^u’vants on State Railways. 11- 

12 . 

Re})ub]ication of Indian Railways (Am¬ 
endment) Bill (Xo. 28 of 1940) in 
certain State Railway Gazettes. 12- 

13. 

Scope of exemption of staff from attend¬ 
ing refresher courses at Area Schools 
on State Railways. 17. 

Selection posts or selection grades speci¬ 
fied by the ({ei\cral Managers on cer¬ 
tain State Railways, 13. 

Seniority of certain subordnaR* staff on 
the East Indian Railway. 10, 1104. 

Seniority of travelling ticket inspect¬ 
ors on the East Indian Railway. 18. 

Sul'sidiary rules made by the General 
Managers of certain State Railways 
and relaxations or modifications in 
them. 14. 

Withholding of memorials, petitions, 
etc., of non-gazetted railway serv¬ 
ants by the Divisional Superintend¬ 
ent, Moradabad Division of the East 
Indian Railway. IG. 


RANEHJEA, DR. P. N.—coneW. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Delay in holding the Autumn Session 
of the Legislative Assembly. 133. 
Resolution re— 

Appointment of a (,'ommittee to exauiiue 
the conditions of Detenus under tlie 
Defence of India Act. 554-5G. 

Fiscal Policy of the Government of 
India. 168-09, 175. 

BANGALORE— 

Election of a Member to the Coumnl of the 

Institute of Science,-. 3r>7. 

Motion re election of a Mfunheu* on tbo 
Gouneil of the Indian Institute of Scacuice, 
-. 88-89. 

BANK(S)— 

Question re — 

Non-employment of Indiai\ brokers by 
tlie Cakmtta Port Trust for purchasing 
telegraphic transfer of the Local E\' 

change-to the United Kingilom. 

229-230. 

Non-employment of Indian-Indian 

Brokers for short (U‘posit busines.s..a 
of the-Calcutta Port Trust. 230. 

BAREILLY— 

Que.stion re extra expenditure incurred by 
not appointing an Assistant 'Iraui 
Examiner to olfieiate as Head I rain 
Examiner, — . 004. 

BASAKHA SINGH, BABA— 

Question re condition of health of Master 

Mota Singh,-and others detained 

in Deoli Detention camp. 778. 

BArrALlON(S)— 

Question re expansion of the lOtli (Nagpur) 

-, University Training Corps. 783- 

84. 

BAUIUYA(S)- 

Quesiion re information given to tlie Karol 
Bagh Police Station, Delhi, about the 
presence of a gang of criminals called 
-. 981. 

BAURIYA CRIMINAL TRIBE— 

See “ Criminal Tribe 
BENGAL— 

Question re distances of Indo-China from 
-and Assam. 563-64. 



INDKX TO LKCilSLATiVK ASSEMBLY J)I:BATI:S. 


13 


bkn(;al, (;overnmknt of— 

Motion for adjournnient re banning by 

tho - publication of news of hungei 

Btiikea in jail, etc. 1112-13. 

BEHAR LAWS BlLl^ 

JSee “ Bill(s) 
in.JNOR— 

.Motion for adjournnient re closing of the 

(Uiandpur-Siau-section of thf 

(Jajraula Mnazzampur Xarain l)f'an( h of 
the h^ast Indian Railway. 982-9K3 and 
890-1011. 

}ULL(S)- 

Agricultural Pnxluce G'ss-- 

Assent of (Jovernor General. 78. 

B(M’ar f/iws— 

1 ntroducx'd. 231-3.5. 

Motions to consider, circulat<‘, and rcfei 
to Select Cointnittee. 939-19. 

Referred to Select Coniniitkv. 949. 
Cantonments (Amend tnent) — 

Jntrodmod. 92. 

Motion to consider. 243-44. 
Corwideiation of clausi'S. 243-47. 

Motion to pass. 247. 

Passed. 247. 

Pn«sed by the Council of State. 102S. 
C'oal Mines Safety (Stowing) Amendment— 
As.sent of Governor General. 78, 

Code of Civil Proecilure (Amendment) 

Introduced. 89-90. 

Motion to consider. 25()-r)7. 

Pas.scd. 257. 

PaM'-ed by the Council of State. 1028. 
Code of Criminal Procetlure (Amendment) 

Introduced. 90. 

Motion to consider. 2.57-58. 

Pas.sed. 258. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1028. 
(.'ode of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) 

-(Amendment of section 4)— 

Introduced. 221. 

Code of Oiminal Procedure (Amendment) 

-(Amendment of Section 250)— 

Introduced. 221. 

Defence of India (Amendment)— 

Assent of Governor General. 78. 

Drugs— 

Assent of Governor General. 78. 

Excess Profits Tax— 

Assent of Governor General. 78. 


BILL {8y <'n77f/L 

Excess Profits "J'ax (Amendment) — 
Introduced. 235. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 
880-90. 

RefeiTfd to Select Committee. 890. 
Pre.sentation of the Report of the Select 
Ommittee. 1059. 

Motion to eun.jider. 1110-19. 
Consideration of clauses. 1119-24. 
Passed. 1124. 
l-’actories (Amendment)— 

Assent of Governor General. 78. 
Eoreignors—• 

Assent of Governor General. 78. 

Hindu .Judicial Separation and Divorce 
Bill-- 

liitroduced. 995-90. 

Hindu Mairied Women’s Right to Sepa¬ 
rate Residence and Maintenance — 
Introduced. 990). 

Hindu Women's lights to Property (Am¬ 
en Imcnf) — 

^)otion to refer to Select Committee.— 
98.3-99 L 

\(‘g:tived. 995. 

Income-tax Law Amendment - 
,\.s.Ht‘nt of Governor (haneal. 78. 

Indian Arbitration - 
ARS<*nt (»f (governor General. 78. 

Indian (’oinage (Amendment)— 

Assemt of Governor Gcnerai. 78. 

Lidia n Conije.nies (Amendment) — 
Intro<lutx‘(l. 91. 

Motion to consider. 258. 

Passfxi. 259. 

Passed by tiie Council of State. 1028. 
Indian Emigration (Amendment)— 

A.ssent of (Jovernor (General. 78. 

Indian Kvidenee (Amendment) — 
Intiaxliieed. 221. 

Indian Finance- - 
Assent of Governor General. 78. 

Indian Finance (No. 2) — 

Introduced. 101-102. 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 
298-347, 3(>7.422, 439-92, 610-53, 709- 
63, 786-840. 

Message from H. E. the Viceroy asking 

for the passage of the - in the 

Legislative Assembly in the form re¬ 
commended. 882-83. 

JMotion for leave to introduce in tho 
form recommended. 883-86. 

Negatived, 886. 
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1ULL(8)— ont/fj. 

Indian income-tax (Amendment) — 
fntrodnrcd. 92-93, 

Motion to consider. 949-.57. 
(Consideration of clauses. 957-59. 
Passed. 959. 

Indian Merchandise Marks (Amendment) 
Introduced. 91. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 
270-71. 

Iteferred to Select Committte. 271. 

Indian Merchant Shippirii^ (Amendment) -- 
Motion to refer to Select Cominitt(e. 
211 - 21 . 

Referred to Select Committee. 221. 

Iialian Mines (Amendment) — 

Assmit of Governor General. 7<S. 

Indian Navy (Discipline) Amendment— 
introduced. 90. 

Motion to consider. 237-241. 
Consideration of clauses. 211-242. 
Motion to pass. 242. 

Passed. 242. 

Passed by the Council of State. 102S. 

Indian Navy (Discipline) Second Amend¬ 
ment^— 

Introduced. 90-91. 

Motion to consider. 242. 

Motion to pa.ss. 242. 

I’assed. 242. 

lAissed by the Council of State. 1028. 

Indian Railways (Amendment)— 
introduced. 235. 

Motions to refer to Select Committee 
and to circulate. 890-903, 924-.39. 
Referred to Select Committee. 939. 

Indian Railways (Amendment) (No. 28 of 
1940)— 

(Question n' rcpjiblication of— in certain 
State Railway Gazettes. 12-13. 

Indian Railways (Second Amendment) — 
introduced. 222. 

Indian Registration (Amendment)— 
Introduced. 89. 

Motion to consider. 254-56. 

Motion to pass. 256. 

Passed. 256. 

Passexi by the Omncil of State. 1028. 

Indian Sale of Goorls (Amendment)— 
Introduced. 439. 

Motion to consider. 1060-62. 

Passed. 1062. 


B ILL(S)—confrf. 

Indian Tariff (Amendment)— 

Assent of Governor General. 78. 

Indian TarilT (Second Amendment)— 
Assent of Governor General. 78. 

Indian Works of Defence (Amendment) — 
Introduced. 90. 

Motion to consider. 236-37. 

Passed. 237. 

Pas.sed by the Council of State. 1028. 
Insurance (Amendment)— 

Assent of Governor General. 78. 

Land Acquisition (Amendment)— 
Intrt>duced. 995. 

Motor iSpirit (Duties) Amendment— 
Introduced. 92. 

Motion to consider. 268-69. 

Passed. 269. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1028. 
Motor Vehicles (Amendment)— 

Assent of Governor General. 78. 
National Service (Kuropcan British Sub¬ 
jects)— 

Assent of Governor General. 78. 

New Delhi Mosque— 

Introduced. 235. 

Motion to move not made. 1062. 
Olfences on Ships and Aii'craft— 

Assent of Governor General. 78. 

Parsi Marriage and Divorce (Amend¬ 
ment)— 

Assent of Governor General. 78. 
Petroleum (Amendment) — 

Assent of Governor General. 78. 

I^egislation (Emergency Powers)— 

Assent of Governor General. 78. 
Registration of Trade Marks.— 

Assent of Governor General. 78, 
Repealing and Amending— 

Introduced. 89. 

Motion to consider. 248-54. 

Motion to pass. 254. 

Passed. 2M. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1028. 
Reserve Bank of India (Amendment)— 
As.sent of Governor General. 78. 
Reserve Bank of India (Closing of Annual 
Accounts)— 

Assent of Governor General. 78. 
Re^serveBank of India (Second Amend¬ 
ment)— 

Assent of Governor General. 78. 



INDEX TO I.EGISEATIVE ASSEMBLY J)EBATRS. 


16 


BIM,(S)—rowW. 

Keservc Bank of India (Third Amend¬ 
ment) — 

Introduced. 92. 

iMotion to consider. 263-63. 

Motion to pass. 268. 

Bassed. 268. 

I’assed by the Ckmncil of State. 1028. 
Iloyal Indian Navy (Extension of 
Service)— 

Assent of Governor General. 78. 

Specific Relief (Amendment) Bill— 
Tntrodueexi. 995. 

War Donations and Investments (Com¬ 
panies)— 

Introduced. 91. 

Motion to consider. 259-62. 

Consideration of Clauses. 262. 

Motion to pass. 262. 

Bjus.sed. 262. 

Tassed by the Council of State. 1028. 

BlNDINt^ BRANCH - 
Question re seniority Hat of the—-of 
the Government of India Pre.s8, New 
Delhi. 701. 

BIRTH DATE(S)— 

Question re vagaries in the exorcise of 

power of allowing alterations of-by 

employees on the North Western liail- 
way. 231-232. 

BLOC'K- 

Question re steps for relieving the hardships 

due to-on grade 1 on the North 

Western Railway. 

BLOCK MAINTAINER(S)— 

Question re — 

Disallowance of the privilege of rent free 
fjuarters to certain Block Mistries 
recruited as-on the North West¬ 

ern Railway. 872-73. 

Provision of rent-free quarters to-on 

the North Western Railway. 1103-04. 

BLOCK MISTRY(IKH)— 

See “ Mi8try(ie8) 

BOARD(S)- 
Question re— 

Expenditure by the Indian Coffee Cess 
Committee on salaries and propaganda 
activities of the London Market 

Expansion-. 424. 

Rise in the salary of the Director of tlie 
London Market Expansion — 
424-25. 


BOMBAY- 
Qiiestion re — 

Assignment by the A. E. G. India 
Electric Company, Limited, incorpo¬ 
rat'd in Ge rmany, of their business, 

assets, etc., to certain parties in-. 

127-30. 

Representation for construction of a 
trunk road from Hyderabad (Sind) 

to-- via Badin and Viramgain. 

358 59. 

Working of the-Multiple Unit 

Servif5e on the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway by certain drivers. 61. 
BOOK(S)— 

Question re — 

-or syllabus prescribed for promotion 

coiirjv.'s on State Railways. 868. 

BOOK STALL (S)— 

Question re — 

Contract for-given to Measrs. 

Wheeler arul Company by the General 
Manager, North Western Railway. 
597. 

Extension of Messrs. Wheeler and C/om- 

pany's coutra^'t for-on the North 

Western Railway. 599-600. 

BOOKING OFFICE(S)— 

Question re— 

Question re city-and Parcel Offices 

worked bv Messrs. Tliomas Cook and 
Son. 45-46. 

BOSE, MR. SUBHAS CHANDRA— 

Motion for adjournment re failure of 

Government to enable-to attend the 

Session of the Legislative Assembly. 
148-49. 

BOY MESSENGERS^ 

See “ Measonger(s) ”. 

BOYLE, MR. J. D. - 
Excess Profit.s Tax (Amendment) Bill— 
Consideration of clauses. 1119-20. 
Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill— 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 
615,619. 

Question re assignment by the A. E. G. 
India Electric Company, Limited, in¬ 
corporated in Germany, of their business, 
assets, etc., to certain parties in 
Bombay. 127-30. 

BRAKE.VAN(S)— 

Question re complaints of deterioration of 
eye-sight from Goods Train Guards for 
want of electric lights in-. 232. 
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BK.VNCH(ES)- 

Question re reversion of {)erTnanent men of 
higher grade to lovver posts in certain 

-of the Government of India ITess, 

New Delhi. 705. 

BRANCH LINE(S)— 

Afotion for adjournment re closing down 

of the-lx‘tween Shoranur and 

Nilambur in the Alalabar District. 
1026-27, lOSO-Oj. 

Question re intervals for washing of the 
passenger earriagj'S riinniiig on —of 
the North VV’esterii Railway. 9-10. 
BRIBERY— 

Question re allegations of-against the 

Manager of the MecUcal Stores Depot, 
Dahore. 775. 

BRIDGE ENGINEERING AVGRKS— 
Question re disabilitii's of the subordinates 

of the-at Maniiiad, Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway, 50. 

BRIDGE STAFF— 

Question re holding in abeyance orders in 
respect of certainmemorialists of 
the North Western Railway. 874-75. 

BRITISH GOVERNMENT— 

Question re departures in the working of 
the financial adjustment betw(M‘n the 
Government of India ami the— . 

961. 

BRITISH POiriTON— 

Question re ‘ Hours of Employment 
Regulations ’ incorp(mated in the Indian 
Railways Amendment Act, 19,30, not 

mmle applicable to-of Jodhpur 

Railway. 866-67. 

BROAIX^AST— 

Question re -- of Sikh religion and 

history by the Tjahore, T'eshawar and 
Delhi Broadcasting Stations. SOI. 

BROADCASTING STATION(S)— 

Question re — 

Broadcast of Sikh religion and history 
by the Lahore, Peshawar and Delhi 
-. 861. 

Sikh religious programmes in certain 
-. 44. 

BROKER(S)— 

Question re — 

Non-employment of Indian Banks and 
Indian-for short deposit business¬ 

es of the Calcutta Port Trust. 230. 


BROKFR (S) —conUl. 

Question re — contd. 

Non-employment of Indian-by the 

Calcutta Port Trust for pur(‘haaing 
Rdegrapliic transfers of the Local 
Exchange Banks to the United King¬ 
dom. 229-30. 

BUDGET— 

Question re— 

-for the Ecclesiastical Department. 

209. 

Votablc and non-votable cvpcndihiro 
sanctioned outside the-. 197-200. 

BLTLDTNG(S)— 

Question re — 

——plans received by the Delhi Im- 
provmiicnt 'frust. 52. 

Ca.ses of deviations in tluMionstruction of 

-r(‘p()rt('d by the-Inspector, 

Delhi Improvement Trust. 912. 

BUILDING BYE-LAWS— 

See “ Bye law’(s) ”, 

BUILDING L\SPECTOR(S)— 

Question re complaint? against the-of 

the Delhi Improvement Trust. 53. 

See also “ Inspeetor(s) ”. 
BUKHTIARPUR— 

Question re want of shunting facilities at 
-.Function of the East Indian Rail¬ 
way. 349. 

BULLION(S)— 

Question re total w'eight of silver-and 

.silver coins in the possession of Govern¬ 
ment. 770. 

BUNGALOW(S)— 

Question re reservation of Government-- 

and quarters for ])articular officers or 
staff in New Delhi or Old Delhi. 911-12. 

BUNYAD HUSSAIN, KHAN BAHADUR 
SAYAD— 

Oath of office. 2 
BURGLARY(IES)— 

Question re-and dao-oities in New 

Delhi. 974-75 and 980-81, 1099-1100. 

BURHANPUR— 

Alotion for adjournment re alleged occu¬ 
pation of the Mualim Idgah at-by 

the Military. 708, 784-85. 
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lUSlNKSS(KS)-^ 

Q\lest ion rc— 

Assif^nment by the A. E. (r. India 
I^Iectrio Company, Limited, incorpo¬ 
rated in Cermany, of their-, 

ass(‘ts, ete., U) (certain parties in Bom¬ 
bay. 127-no. 

Non-employment of Indian Banks and 
Indian brokers for short deposit ■ - 
of the Caleiitta Port 'J’rust. 230. 

SW also “ Stat-ement of Busineas 
B('SS, MR. L. C.— 

Appointment of-to the Committee on 

P(‘titions. 430. 

Kxfuv'ssions of regret on the deaths of 
llaja Sir Vasudava Rajah and Mr. 
Siiryya Kumar Som. 71. 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill— 

.Motions to consider and to circulate. 
3IH-19. 

Nomination of — — to the Panel of 
Chairmen. 211. 

BYK-I.AW(S)— 

(Question re— 

Cases of infringement of building-of 

the Delhi Improvement Tru.st. 007. 

Rules or-of the Delhi Joint Watrr 

and Sewage Board. 090. 

c 

(\AB1NET-- 

Ch>"stion re private houses in New Delhi 
reserved for accommodation of the 
extra members of the Viceroy’s proposed 
expanded-. 697-98. 

CALCUTTA— 

Question re — 

Different scales of pay for Officers of the 
Ihreventive Service at Chittagong and 
-. 771-72. 

Inadequate Indian rppro.sf’iitation in the 

-Port Trust. 229. 

Income-tax Officers and Examiners in 

the Company Districts at-. 60. 

Muslim officers employed by the - 

Port Trust. 682. 

Non-employment of Indian Banka and 
Indian brokers for short deposits I 

businesses of the - Port Trust. 

230 . 


CALCUTPA 

Question re — <umtd, 

Non-empluymcnt of Indian brokers by 

the-lk)rt Trust for purchasing 

ttdegraphic transfers of the local 
Exchange Banks to the United King¬ 
dom. 229-230. 

Scholar.shi[)S for special training given 
bv the Covernment of India or the 
- - - Port d'rust. 5S2-83. 

CANDIDATE(S) - 

(^ncMtum rr ~ 

Age limit of -for the po.st of Station 

Diretdor, All-India Radio, recently 
adv(*rtiscd. 1018-19. 

Appointment of --in the Posts and 

Telegraphs Subordinate service in the 
Sind and Babu bistan Cirele without 
the product ion of vmlid domicile certi¬ 
ficates. 369-bO. 

Delay in making appointments of - 

successful in the Indian Au<lit and 
Accounts Service Examination of 
1939. 201. 

Non-submission of names of Muslim- 

for selection to lower gazetted service 
from Howrah Division of the East 
Indian Railway, 1023. 

Quota of Muslim - at the flying 

training school. 1016, 1101-02. 

Quotas of-- for emergency commis¬ 

sions and as })rivates for the .Army 
fixed for different jirovinces. 780- 
81. 

Selection of-for emergency eom- 

mis.Hions and as privates for the urmv. 
781-82. 

Selection of — — for the Technical School 
connected with the Indian iVir Force. 
1017. 

CANT()NMENT(S)— 

Question re — 

Amalgamation of Sadder Bazar. Ambala, 
with Ambala-. 207. 

Assessment value of houses and 8ho{)s in 
the Kasauli-. 63. 

Model housing scheme in the Allahabad 
-. 1103. 

Tongas permitted to run from the 

Meerut-Railway Station. 

68 . 

CANTONMENT (AMENDMENT) BILL-^ 
See “ Bill(8).” 
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CARCASE(S)— 

Question re dumping of-of animals 

near Karol Bagh, Delhi. 65. 

CAROE, MR. 0. K.— 

Motion for adjournment re refusal of per¬ 
mission to Mr. Bhulabhai Desai and to 
Mr. Asaf Ali to visit Waziristan. 77. 

CARRIAGE(S)— 

Question re — 

Diversion of-of postal mails between 

Sylhet and Shillong from Road to 
railway. 353-54. 

Intervals for washing of the passenger 

- running on Branch lines of the 

North Western Railway. 9-10. 
Provision of tumbler switche.s for con¬ 
trolling lights ill inU'rmcdiatc class 
-. 1017-18. 

CASH BRANOH(ES)- 

Question re assistants and clerks in the 

-- of the (lovornment of India 

Offices. 42-43. 

CASTE(S)— 

Question re — 

Desirability of recruitment of Indians 

of all-and creeds to the Indian 

Army. 779-80. 

Issue of instructions re entries in —— 
column of the Census Returns. 772- 
74. 

CATERING— 

Question rc — 

- as a source of income to Railway 

administrations. 360- 61. 

Indian-ma<le a source of income on 

the Assam Bengal Railway. 586. 

CATERING CONTRACT(S)— 

Question re policy observed by the General 
Manager, East Indian Railway, in the 

matter of - . 605-06. 

See also under “ Contracts).” 

CATERING SYSTP:M— 

Question re — 

Desirability of uniformity as to the 
Indian —— on all Indian Railways. 
684-85. 

Improvement in the Indian - of 

the Assam Bengal Railway. 586, 
1104-05. 

CAWNPORE— 

Question rt arrangement of ^through 
railway journey from Dacca and Shillong 
to—and Lucknow. 1018. 


CENSUS - 

Demand for Excess Grant in respect of 
-. 1076-77. 

CENSUS RETURN(S)— 

Question re issue of instnictions re en¬ 
tries in “ Caste ” column of tlic -. 

—772-74. 

CEiNTRAL (U4NTR0L ROOM- - 

Question rc establishment of a — - at 
Kalyan. 64. 

CENTRAL EXCISE DUTIES— 

Demand for Excess Grant in respect of 
-. 1076. 

CENTRAL LEGISLATURES— 

See “ Ivegislature(s).” 

CENTRAL PUBUC WORKS DEPART¬ 
MENT— 

See “ Public Works Department.” 
CENTRAL TUBERCUT.OSIS CLINIC— 

See “ Tuberculosis Clinic.” 
CERTIFICATE(S)— 

(luestion re — 

Appointment of candidates in the Posts 
and Telegraphs subordinate service in 
the Sind and Baluchistan circle with¬ 
out the production of valid domicile 
-. 369-60. 

(^mtribution by officers of the Army and 
Air Forces HeadquarU'rs towartls the 
Defence Savings Provident Fund and 

Dtdence Savings-. 490. 

CHAIR— 

Motion for adjournment re disallowan('e 
of a motion for adjournment by the 
Governor General after it was allowed 
by the-. 210. 

(^AIRMAN, PANEL OF— 

Panel of Chairman{en).” 

CHALIHA, MR. KULADHAR— 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Desirability of uniformity as to the 
Indian catering system on all Indian 
Railways. 584, 

Distances of Indo-China from Bengal 
and Assam. 564. 

CHANDAUSI— 

Question rc disadvantages of the staff of 
company-managed section of the East 
Indian Railway trained at the Railway 
School of Transportation,-. 17, 
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CIIANDPUR - 

Motion for adjournmont tp. clofiin«f of the 

-sc'jtion of tijc (jlajraiila 

Miuizaanipur Narain branch uf th.c* b'ast 
Indian Railway. 9S2-fi3 and 996-1011. 

CTlANDPUR-SrAU-BldNOH SECTION— 

Motion for adjooin nent rp closing of the 
—— of the (iajranla Miiazzainpur Na¬ 
rain Branch of the Ea-st Indian Rail¬ 
way. 917. 

Cn A RACIER — 

Oin.'ition rc, numbers and ——- of non- 
ga7ette'l po-sts on coilain State Rail¬ 
ways. 12, 877. 

CHAROR(S) — 

Quc.stion fc procedure for enquiry into- 

against railway servants. <S69-70. 

CHAUOHURY, MAULVT ABDUL HA- 

IJM— 

Oath of Office. 197. 

nnrmAR, mic t. s. avixastiilix- 

(C\M— 

Indian Finance (Xo. 2) Bill — 

Motion to consider and to circulate. 
834, 

Question {Supplementary) re— 

Creation of now induatnos or workaliopa 
on permanent basis and Govenunent 
s'lbsidy thereon. 428. 
l)c. 'rabdity of uniformity as to the In¬ 
dian c itering system on ;dl Indian Rail¬ 
ways, 585. 

Expenditure by the Indian Coffta' Ce.s.s 
Cojumiitce on propaganda activiti(‘s in 
India. 426, 427. 

Instruction.s for charging rent for use of 
Railway refreshment rooms and stalls 
362, 363. 

Issue of one rupee notes. 766, 

Officers and ministerial staff of tlie Ex¬ 
ternal Affair I Department who moved 
up to Simla last summer and ex- 
pendituro incurred in the Move. 
572. 

ReS'U’vation of the posts of enquiry 
dorks, etc., for guard.s with defectivc 
vision on the North Western Railway. 
861. 

Stops for increase and di.stribu(ion of the 
shipping accommodation. 656. 

Steps for increasing the export trade of 
India. 658. 

Suggestions made by the Port Haj 
Committeea. 693. 

Training of Indian Pilots and Mochanics 
for the Air Force. 276. 


011 lir r V, M11. S A MI VKXC A FA- 

OHEI.AM— 

Indian Finance (Xo. 2) Bill — 

Motion.s to conriider and to circulate. 
753. 

Motion for Adjournment re fall in the pricea 
of ground-nuts. 608, 609. 

CHIEF ACCOUX7\S OFFICER- 

(^m‘stion re — 

Increment in the percentage of promo¬ 
tions uf routine clerks in grade II by 
the-of the Xorth Western Rail¬ 

way. 860-61. 

Proinoiioii of a record lifter as a clerk 
in tlic-on the Xorth Western Rail¬ 

way. 800. 

CHIEF OPERATIXG 8UPEKIN- 

TEXHENT— 

Question re recruitment of temporary 

clerks in tin; Ofiiec of the-, East 

lufiian Hadway, 597. 

CH1LD{REX)-- 

Question rc educational assistance to tho 
— - of omlpovecs on the Xorth West¬ 
ern Railway. 5S8. 

CHIITAGONG - 

Qu^ilian rr different scales of pay for 

Officers of the IVev’cntive Service at-- 

ami (^dentta. 771-72. 

CHOWKIDAR(S)- 

Que.stion rc use of (Jovernment furniture 

by certain-- enga'ged by the Central 

Public Worlds DepaitracnE 664. 

j CHRIS riAN(S)— 

Quc.stion rc recruitment of Indian -- 

to the Subordinate and Superior Ser¬ 
vices d the State and Company-managed 
Railways. 561-6.3. 

CIRCULAR(S)— 

Question re - instructions for grant of 

gratuity to non-gazetted staff in Luck¬ 
now Division of the East Indain Rail¬ 
way. IS 19. 

CIVIL ADMINISTRATOR^ 

«SVc Adrninistrator(s).” 

Cl V J L PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) 

BILL— 

Stt code of-under “ Bill(s).” 

CIVIL SUIT— 

Question re-by an employee decreed 

against the North Western Railway. 
591-92. 


M13MD 
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CLASSIFICATION— 

Question rr ve-of Works Mistrics as 

“ Liibouivis” on the North Western 
Railvvay. 56C(>h. 

CLASSiriF.D LIST— 

Qiiostion re pul lioation of a —- of a eer- 
tiun elaes df siibordmalr stalf nil 
bi',inches of Hailv. fiy Mrrviee on the North 
Western Pva-iuav. 5.S8-SU. 

CLEKK^AL EXAMINATIONS— 

SVe “ Examinalion(s).” 

CLERICAL ROST(S)- 
Nre “ Post(s).” 

CLERK(S)— 

QiK*3tion re — 

Alle^ratiuns of ennaiption asrainst a- 

in the Divisional Ofhee, Kawalpimb. 
27-28. 

Assistants and — - in the cash branclu .s 
of the Covornnient of India Oftiees. 
42-Eb 

-(MUployed in certain sc^ctions of the 

Railway Divisional Otiioo, l.^ihorc. 
bs-bi). ‘ 

Desinbilitv of relaxation of allotment of 
cjinrtcrs rides in the cast* of low-jiaid. 
married non-migratorv - . 70b. 

Filli'i.LC II[> of (’ertain vaeain'ie.s of 
recently ocenrrin'/ in tlu* Karachi Divi- 
.siorrd Dilicc of the .North Western 
Railway. TiST-SS, 

In crement in the p -rcentage of promo¬ 
tions of routine - in grade 11 by tlie 
Dhief Aceicmts (/fticer of the North 
Wostern R.ulway. S:iiJ-01. 

Mu''lifn — - in tlie Inij'/crial Veterinary 
Rese^irch InMitutc. b'Jb, 

OBiiers and-in tlie Rail.vay Ki»ard 

graduatcMl in Matiiernatics. 508. 
Fromotio!! <^4 a reeoH lift t as a — 
i i tlie Chief 2\cc aird.s Office on the 
North Western Railway. 8b0. 

Promotion of-in the Headciuarters 

Office of the North Wosteni Railway. 
4b-49. 

Recruitment of postal -in the Sind 

and B.alnehistan Circle, 03. 

Recruitment of temporary -- in the 

()]liv;e of the Chief Operating Saperin- 
tendcnl, Hlast Indian Railway. 697. 

Rc.>crvdti(in of the po.sts of enquiry- 

etc., for j^uards with defective vision 
on the North Western Railway. 
803-64. 


CLE R K(S)—. 

Question re — eontd. 

Subordinates and - who worked 

under Mie Riiilding Tn.spcvitor of the 
Delhi Improvement Trust and resigned. 

Withholding of apjibcations of Muslim 

- of I lie Railway Cleaving Ac- 

rounUs Office for ];osts of rhiards on the 
North Western Railway. bOO. 

I CJAMC- 

Quc.stion re— 

Loeathm of a fuberciilosis-in Karol 

Bagh, Delhi. 02. 

Shifting of the tuberculosis - from 

Karol Bagh, Delhi. 54. 

CLOW, THE HONOl'RABLE SIR 
ANDREW- 

Certnin papers re Moior Vehicica Rules 
laul on the table. SS. 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill - 
Motions to consider and circulate. 
400. 

Indian Railways (Amendment) Bill 
Motion for leave to introduce. 235. 
Motions to refer to 18ek‘id (iornmitteo 
and to circulate. 890-92, 894-95, 

900. 901. <102. 929. 936-39. 

Motion for AdjouiTunent/“c- 
Alleged embezzlement in the Multan 
Division of the North We.stern Rail¬ 
way. 1110. 

(’losing down of the branch line betw'ecii 
Sh(»raiiiir and Nd.imbiir in the .VFda- 
bar District. 1020. 1027, 1084 S7, 

1091. 1092, 1095. 

Clo.Hing of tlie (.’haivlpnr-Sian-Bijnor 
section of the G ijraula .Miiazzampur 
Narain branch of the East Indian 
Railway. 917, 9S2, 983, 997, 998, 

1001, 1005-07, 1008, 1009, 1010. 

Dacca Mail disaster. 73, 112, 113, 114, 
11b, 121, 122-26. 

Opinions of the Honourable Member 
for Railways and Communications on 
tlio D’Soiiza Report. 15,3, 154. 
Motion k) consider the Report of the Public 
Accounts Coinmittc '. 1074. 

Statement re. net earnings of new railway 
lines. 81-82. 

COALFIELD— 

(Question re continuing bre in the-in 

Sudaindih Area (^ollicry. 286. 
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COAL-MLNK DJ8A8TKR— I 

See ** Di8HStei*(a) 

COAL MINES SAFETY (STOWING) 
AMENDMENT BILL— 

See “ Bill(a) 

CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE (AMEND¬ 
MENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(3) 

CODE OF CRIMINAL PRO('RDURE 
(AMENDMENT) BILL (AMENDMEN'r 
OF SECJ’ION 4)— 

See “ Bill (a) 

CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 
(AMENDMENT) BILL (AMENDMIiNT 
OF SECTION 250)— 

See “ Bill(s) 

COFFEE— 

Ouestion re — 

Expou'lituro hy tho Indian-Cesa 

Cornniittee on propaganda antivitios 
in India. 42r)-27. 

Expoadltiire by the Indian - (Vss 

Coni init toe on salariia and prop.i- 
ganda aotivitioa of tho l.ondon Market 
I'N'pan.sion Board, 424. 

I in Oita and consnrnption of Indian- 

in tho United Kingdom. 42.S-2L 
Resolution re florapping of the London — 
Market Exten.sion Rinrd the! 

Indian — Cess (Jlonirnittee. .314-31. 1 

COIN(8) - I 

Question re total weight of silver bullion j 
and silver —-— in the jiosse.ssion ofi 
Government. 770. I 

COINAGE (AMENDMENT) BILL— j 

See “ Indian-- ” under “ Bill(.s) ”. 

(’0LLP:CTIVE ASSFBSMKNT— 

See ** Assessment 
COLLIKRY(IES)— 

Question re continuing fire in tlie coalfield 
in Sudamdih Area — -. 28(). 

COMMERCE DEPARTMExNT— 

Question re — 

Conferences, committees or sub-commit¬ 
tees held at Simlii last summer under 

tho control of tho-681*82. 

Officers and ministerial staff of tho —~ 
who moved up to Simla last summer 
and ©xpenditure incurred in the 
Move. 080*81. 


COMMlS8lON(S)— 

Qm-atiou re — 

—— charged by tho Government of 
Inilia on articles pnrch;v8od by His 
Majesty's Government for th-? niaiii- 
tenaneo of the Supply Department, 
061 *fKl. 

Emergenty-- hi tho Land and Air 

Forces of His Majesty’s Govcrnlnent 
in India. 970-79. 

Missi«m of tho Roger --in India. 913, 

Quot.ia of candidates for emergenry 

-- and as privates for th j array 

fixed for difi'erent provinces. 780- 
.'Sl. 

Selection of e.indid.ates for emergency 

-and a.'s privates for the army, 

781-82. 

COMMITTKE(S)— 

Appointment of the -*— on Petitions. 
439. 

Election of a Member to the Standing 

I'in.ance - . 224, 297. 

Motion to I'OUsKlor the Deport of the Pub¬ 
lic Accounts -. 1002*7.3. 

Que«>tiou re. 

Apjiointment of of pilgrims and 

Amb-id-Z/oj by Port Haj -on 

pilgrim ships, lin. 

Confereneci’.-or sub--held at 

Simla last summer under the control 

of the Coiamerce Department. OSl- 
82. 

Conference.s,-or sub- — held at 

Simla last .summer under tho control 
of the Defbneo CVvordination Depart¬ 
ment. <)IkS. 

Conference's,-(^r sub.— hold at 

Simla bust .summer under the control 

of the Defeiu'e Department. 50fi. 

Conferences,-or sub- -—held at 

Simla last siimim'r under tlic vontrul 
of the Department of Coinmuniea- 
tionH. 579. 

Conferences, - or sub--held at 

Simla last summer under the control 
of the Department of PMucation, 
Health and J^ands, 670-76, 

Confei‘enc(‘S, - or .sub- - held at 

Simla last summer under the control 
of the External Atfairs Ddepartinent. 
572. 

Conferences, --or .sub- - held at 

Simla last sumnmr under the control 
of the Finance Department. 502-04. 
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ir runtfl. 

C'()?it<TC‘ii(.t s, or f'ub- --—- b( Id at 

Simla la.^t .sommer iiruicr the coorrol 

of the tloriio Departnieiit. 40S-‘'‘0. 

Coofereiie('j+, —— or anh- - held at 

Simla last Hurnmer under the tonlrol 
o' the F.ahoui' Department, (itil-ti.'h 

(.’oMf‘'n‘neev,-or siih- ■ -- heM at 

Simla las-! summer iia.der t!»e e(Hitrol 
(.1 rh*^' l.ee'si.it IX o j.)' parlm('nt. t)77-7S. 

Conk .xsicrs, o! :aih--lield at 

Simla last samniei under the (Oiiiiol 

of tlie }‘()htie,.l Dei i-tment. k7‘'-rO 
Conf. reiice^, — or saih- Ik 1 I ai 

S' nla fast sunimer nnder the eontiol 
of the Dailuay T>eparttri<'f»t. o7(i-o7s 
"Expenditure hy the Indian Dotfee ('( ss 
— oTi propaganda activities in 
India. 42(»-27. 

Eixuenditnre hy tlu' Indian (‘offee <^^ss 
- on salaries and propaganda ' 
a< fixities c'f the fauKh'n Marl'Ct Kx- 
])ansion Ih.iird. 424. I 

Fet s ''otif^'ml from flaj ]>n,i'ririis for | 
na t fine ex pensr.s in eonneefion i\ ith | 

Port flai hi!I-92. i 

(Sant of ;;iioKariees to non-resident i 
iTumili'a’^ of (he Fk'rt !Taj — for ^ 
att«‘ndirie rnoe(in;:s. ft-d. [ 

Vei-sonnei of Die I'oyer - - from Ov(‘r- | 
SIMS Doininanrs and States and its ! 
mission, 42i>-.‘U. j 

Pi-opaitanda and <'> penflitine thereon j 
hv the I’orl naj . 2S4 Sd. | 

Qu.irlers , Moraiialiad Division, | 

han't Indian l? iil\\ay. .792. | 

P. C‘t nixUHMit of oirner.-? in flu* Si!p])lv ! 
rV jMi’tment tlnon^h the Narional ' 

Service -. 90,~)-(n'». 

Sn\ in^s dire to si'llinp; up of the Eort 
llaj-. 991. 

vSeleeiion hci.'srd or -- ass»*TnhTi*d in ; 

i\i(»iMd.'d)ad Divi-sfon on the Ka.st , 
Indian DaMway. S,S0-S1. 

SiiL'jestion^ made by the Port Haj-. 

992-^2. * 

Pesr,l.)| fon re — 

Appointiiieiit of a ~— of the Centra! 
r.eLddr*Mie Iecrai'dinij oeonoiny in war 
exyu ndit’iro. 721-.79. 

Apyiointment ofa ■— to examine the 
('ondition.s of Deteniis under tlie De¬ 
fen.*e of fndia Act. 770-60. 

Seray.'pine the T.ondon Coffee Market 
Exyxansion J’oard by the Indian CofFr j 
Ces.s -. 71 t-,U. j 


COMMUNAL OASIS- 

D'l.'-ium re order.^; in Totvo for promotion 
of servant.^ on the X' rxli WottUrii Kail- 
x\.i ..i a 

C'O.MMLNAL COMPO.. l( 

D.netitioJi re— 

— — of Indian Civii Sirviee and other 
All-ltidia Serx it e Cirhec is hronght on 
to the (Government of India Seere- 
tari.'it. 96:L(*L 

I — of joniiiex e;(n ayipointed in certain 
j shops on Cue Nc iili \\ estttin Huil- 

I w.-'x. o.S. 

I -- of the .st.sfV of the Imperial t’etc ri- 
j iinrv iLsearch institute. 007, 1107. 

Kfeinitnu*nL-.salaries, i te,, of cer- 

j L'ie ,.i;:tf in the Supply Department 

a.iid ,\lli(al <)li!i(.-c. 2S7'9.7. 

(’OMMLX.u. (4)\SlDh:KA4d()\(S) - 

(^fii.dion re 

j - - if’ the prornothni of ^/iiard.s from 
i pradc* 11 to pn.idi* ill oti the North 

f We.stein L'aihvay. 277'58. 

— in tlu* pro-ni.''i fan of pnards on the 
Nc'ifli \Vest(‘rn Itaihxay. 1014-15. 

COMAICNAl. <;POCND(S) - 

Dm.stion /e diseii.irp,e of certain Wh/jka 
-Mistnes in the IKiixalyiindi Dixision of 

the North \\t.*‘(ern iCiihxa}' r-n -. 

789-90. 

COM.M CN A L K K PK’ KS L \TX\']* >N— 

(^Im stioii /-e jejh.it ofth.' ofll. cr on snccial 
duly api'a mil'll to iax ( si into 

eert'iin n''dt<rs aiieet in'Z - — in 
rdlea^' S( rviees. 222 227-226. 

COMM LN AL H LSKK V A'f ION - 

Qne. th)!! r* 

.* tl\is'ildhty of \\ ifhi ■r'lxviniy fhic Covern- 
ment Resof;!:, ji - - of appoint- 
nu‘nts .11 j.'.blie f.tsvieeH. 20.^-(]6. 

— -both (Ml appoiif ment and eontirma- 

tion of n.'*xx neiuits on the North 
We.steni liaihvay. 7-8. 

P-OAIMCVICATIONS, DKlAMri'MENT 
OP -- 

Que.s'tii ai ;( - 

Conf‘ :x ri( e;-', eomruj* texs or sub-enmmft- 
tees held at Sind,a Lust summer und(*r 

tlu* cordix)! of the -. 579. 

Oflieerr. and niini.sterial stall of the- 

and its attached and .sul .ordinate 
ofhee.s who moved tip to Simla last 
summer and expenditure incurred in 
*.he Move. 77S. 
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COMMCNITVIJKS)-- 

Que.Sitiori i'6~^ 

ITopoi'tioii of different-- in the 

Department of Educ.'\tion, Health 
and J^ands. 4!). 

Heporfe t6 the fe])res(mtation of Miialims 
ami other minority — - in ll:o ^uh> 
orclinHe railway services. 

COMPA N1 ]^s {AM M X 0M E N'f) BILL— 

Sec “ Indian-- ’* under Jliiifs) **. 

COMPANY Dl>5TPviCr<S) - 

Qiiesticm re ln<’Oin( d^.x Oiliecrs and 
Examiners ifi the- at (dileutt.a. i)0. 

f:OMPANY-MANA(3ED UMLWAYS- 
See “ Raiiway(8) \ 

COMPANY-MANAOKD SEC f ION — 
Question rc disndvant is^cs of the staff of 

- of the E.Hf: Puliin Kailw.iV trai'ied 

at the R iilw.^y School of Tran^poiia* 
tion, Ckindausi. 17. 

(^OMPETITIVE K \ AM IN ATIONiS)— 

See Exami*:ati )ii{s) 

COMPl.AfNT(S), - 
Qui'stion re - 

—— ahont the treatment of pati^eils 
in the Jrsvin llospit.d. Now Deliu. I 
4:ir>.;hh j 

- a'^.iinst til-' Pi lildii.j Inspeetor oTj 
t!u* i) Ihi Impro .me,', i ru.d. ho. 

-- - of iht( riovatinii <i .’Vc-didit from- 
(h)ois 'frain is ter want <)f e|re-| 

trie li 'hts in hrnhe-vatu^. i'32. 

COMPOSITOPpS) * 

Question rr (lillerveUid tre'imtment meted 
out to ])iece - \n the (lovernment of 
India Press, New Deilii. 702. 

CONEEEENCI'l.S) - 

Draft Co»>veMtion and Re^minmendations 
adoptcvl 1 V lac liuernatio ;al Labour 
Confereu-e (lani on the tableV 1028- 
f)0. 

Question re - 

-, eommittees or suh-eommitfeos 

held at Simla, lest .suie.mer un lir the | 
control of the Commerce Department. 
(’SL82. 

-, oofiimittoos or Rnh-eommitt<'es 

held at Simla hst summer in'd- r tlie 
eontrel of the Defeuco Co^ordinat'o-n 
D''{jartmcnt. 008. 


CON c id V 1C N' ’ E o)—CO aid . 

Qjo.stion f& —could. 

— committees or Sub-Committees 
held at Simla last enrrt ner under tho 
<'<^ntrol of the Defence Department. 
A(>0. 

—*—. oommitte('.s or sub-eoTamittecs 

yndd at Simla last summer under tho 
control of the Department of Com‘ 
muineations. .'>79. 

•— c(»?nriuttees or suh.'-ornmittces 
held at Simla li>t summer und(;r 
Ihe control of the Department 
of Education, Health and Lands, 
070-70, 

-, Committees or Sub-Committees 

held at Simla last summer under the 
control of tile lOxternal Affairs De¬ 
part numt, o72. 

•-, ('o nniitte. >5 or Suh.Oommittf es 

held at Simb; last sum.ner under the 
< ontrol of the Ein ifico Department. 
ii02-o4. 

— ammittees or '-uli-comnCttc cs held 
at Simla h<t .sionmc" under tli(‘ eon- 
trol of tho flome D ipiu tmcnt. -198- 
99. 

— —, committc'S or .suli-oommittoes held 
at Simla la.st .summer uivler tho oon- 
trol of the Laliour J>opartmcnt. GOJ- 
03. 

-, committeo.s or snh-cominitU^es held 

at Siml’ last .' immiT under the con¬ 
trol ('f tlio Legislative Dopa: iment. 
077-7^. 

— ro’e. nit tecs nf >ub-oo;nmittoc.s held 
at Simli last sumnur umhr tho oon- 
tn*l of the rolitical Department. 
079-00. 

— , eo’umitt ' 'S or sub-eommitt'*es 
held at Si-nla fust .summer under tho 
control of tlic Rahway Department. 
.’>70-7 S. 

rT>XFl DENT IAL REPORTS— 

See “ Rej>ort(.s) 

CONEIBMATIOX— 

Question re — 

Communal reservation both on appoint¬ 
ment and - -- of new recruits on tlx^ 
North Western Railway. 7-<8. 

Procedure for —- on the ex[Mrv of 

• prohationarv period on State. Railv avs, 

* 13. 
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COX(JRK.SH VV()RK^:R(S)- 
Question re c r'oiin ■ * arrested in Delhi 
under the United Provincca Uonnda 
Act. 970-73. 

CONTKA(n’(S) - 
Question re - 

- for booL stalls »>iveTi to M^essrs. 

VVlnader and (^>in})aiiy by the (General 
Manager, North Western Railway. 

mi. 

Cooly-in Moradabad, Taieknow and 

Allaliahad Divisions, Kast Incdiait 
Railway. H81. 

Fruit vending - - at Amritsar Rail- 
w.LV Station. bOb. 

Nd)fi-observance of the pririei|de of sub¬ 
letting of railway-in tlie ease ofi 

a certain - - at the Delhi Railway j 
Station. Sb4-bb. 

Policy observed by the (Jenoral Manage! 
Fast Indian Railway, in the matR 
()fcateiir\g ——. 1105. 

CONTRAUTDR(S) - 
QiK'stion re — for tlic W'ar Purchas 
es. 287. 

CONTROL ROOM - 

Question re (‘st iblislirnent of a central- 

at Kalyan. tU, 

C()NTR1BUT10N(S) - 

Queslirn re -by ofTicers of the Army 

nnd Air Korces ll('ad(jiiartcr‘^ lovvards 
the Defence Savings Providf nt PhirI ami 
Defence Savings Certificates. 49b, 

CONVESTI()\(S) ■ 

Draft - - • and i^coiniTiendations .adopted 
by the rntcinational iaibour Conference 
(laid on the table). 1028-29. 
CONVlCT[ON(S)— 

Question r<’ per.scms tried, convieted or 
detained without trial under the Defence 
of India Act. 914-17. 

COOLY CONTRACT(S)— 

Qu'^stion re - in MoradabaM, Lucknow 

and Allahabad Divisions, lOast Indian 
Railw'ay. 881. 

COUNTTJ^ 

Election of a Member to the-of the 

Instiliitc'of Science. BaJigalorc. 3b7. 
COUNCIL OF STATE— 

Speech delivered to the - and the 

Legislative AEsembly by His Excellency 
the Viceroy. 841-848. 


COUNCIL OF THE INDIAN INSTITUTE 
OF SCJF.XCE- 

Motion re (dection of a Member on the- 

Bangalore. 88-89. 

CORRUPTION -- 

Qne.stion re allegations of-against a 

el<‘rk in the Divisional OHice, Rawal¬ 
pindi. 27-28. 

CRFED(S) - 

Question re (h'sirahility of reeniitment of 
Indiins of all ea.stes and — to the 
Indian Army. 779-80, 

CRLMF(S)- 
Question re¬ 
in Delhi. 67. 

Steps to reduce the m/mher of thefts 
ami other - in Delhi. 981. 

(dUMlXAL(S)-. 

» Q,u(.stion re information giv(‘n tio the Karol 
Bagh Poiiee Station, Delhi, about the 

fu(‘.sen(;e ot a gang of-called Bauri- 

yas. 981. 

• CRIMINAL PlBKd^DUKE (AMENDMENT) 
BILL- 

See “ Code of — under “ Bill(s) 
CRIMINAL TRIBE-. 

Qui'stion re arrest of a gang of thieves of 
Bauriya —. 98 {. 

D 

a I. 2, AREA— 

Question re. neglect of plan tori trees 

and maintaincTl lawns in the-of 

New Delhi. 064-05. 

D’SOUZA— 

Motion f(ir Adjournment re opinions of the 
Honourable Member for Railways and 

Cormniinioations on the - Report 

153-54. 

“ D”TYPE ORTHODOX QUARTER{S) 

See ** Quarter(s) 

J'lACCA - 

Question re — 

Accidents to the-- Mail in 1939 and 

1940. 352-53. 

Arrangement of through railway journey 
from —— and {Sinllong to Cawnpore 
and Lucknow. 1018. 

Non-transfer of certain telephone opera¬ 
tors in - Division. 1017. 

Relief given to the victims of the- 

Mail disaster. 361-62. 
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BACCA MAIL-- 
See. Maii(s) 

})AC01TY(1E8)**- 

QMestioii re burglaries and --in New 

De.llii. 974-75 and 980-Sl, 1099-1100. 

DAS, PANDIT N1LAKANTHA-- 

Eloction of-- to the Standing (’onmiittoe 

for the Dep.artinK'rit of Siif)y)ly. 1113. 
Exons, s Pruiits Tax (Anirndnient) Dill— 
('oiisideratioii of clauses. 1122. 

Iridian h'ail'vays (Amendment) BjII— 

Mot ion,s to n'fei- to Sele»jt (Joironiltee and 
to eireulatt. 929-3.3, 935, 937. 

DATTA, MH. AKlilL CHANDRA - 
Hindu Women's Rights to Property 
(Amendjmnt) Bill - 
Motion t«j ndi'f to .Snle(4. (Jomrnittee. 
9S,3-S8, 989, t)9l), 903 and 994. 

Indian Elnanc<' (No. 2) Bill - 

Motions to consider and to cireulat 
(JlS-23. 

Question t'p. model liousing scheme in the 
Allnluthad Cantonment. 110.3. 

Quostion (iSupphmientary) re prosecution of 
of Pandit Janahar Eal Nehru. 973. 

DAUCHTKK- 

Quc'stion re rof)atriation of Mr. L. N. 

Khanna’s wife and-from JSudeten- 

lancl, Cermany. 775-76. 

DEAD ANIMALS - 
iSee Ar\!m il(s) 

I)EATH(S) 

hixprcs.siorjs of regret on the-- of Raja 

Sir Vasudeva Rajah and Mr. Suryya 
Kumar Som. 70-71. 

DICDUCTiONlS)- 

Question re — made from tlie salaries of the 
gang staff oi\ .lacobaljad—Kashmore 
Se!*ti<m. 855. 

DEFENCE B()ND(S)— 

Question re enactment of legislation enab¬ 
ling Insur'm'f' ('mipnnics to buy 
Defence I'onds. 77(5. 

DEFENCE CO-ORDINATION DEPART- 
MENT— 

QiU'stinn re-— 

Coiifereneos, connnittees or sub-com¬ 
mittees held at Simla last sunnuer 

under the control of the-. 668. 

Oftic'crs and ministerial staff of the-- 

- who moved uj) to Simla last 

summer and expenditure incurred in 
the Move. 667-68. 


! DRT^luNCK nRPARTMKNT— 

Question rc — 

Conferences, Committc'cs or Sub Com* 
niittc‘(‘s licld at Simla lest auinmcr 

the control of the-. 506. 

Odiceis and ministerial slaif of the-- 

wl o moved up to Simla last aummer 
and expenditure incurred in the move, 
505. 

DEFENt.'E EXPENDITURE- 

Question re -. 965. 

DEFENCE OF INDIA - 
Question re steps for the — —. 280-82- 
DEFENCE OF INDIA ACT— 

NVe Act(s) 

DEFENCE OF INDIA (AMENDMENT) 
BILL— 

See Bill(s) ”. 

DEFENCE OF INDIA RULR{S)— 

Question re persons prosecuted or detained 

under the Defence of India Act and-, 

97 L 

DEFENCE SAVING CEKTlFICATK(S)— 
Question re contribution by olficers of the 
Army and Air Forec.s Headquarters 
towards the Defence Saving.s Provident 

I’^iind and-496. 

DEFENCE SAVINCS PROVIDENT FUND 

SVe“ Provident Fund(s) 

DELECA4'E(S)— 

Question re accommodation reserved in 

the. Imperial Htffel h)r the -- of 

E.astern Croup Couferencc. 697. 

DELHI- 

Motion for Adjournment re rustication of 
Mr. M. Faroipii and .Mr. D. Sanghi from 

the Unisersity of-. 1111-12. 

Question re — 

AiVair.s of the-Improvement Trust. 

5;). 

AUeiied utilisation of the .services of 

Khal<uis by tlie otiicers of the -- 

Improvement Trust for private work. 
907-08. 

Broadcast of Sikh religion and history by 

the I ahoro, Peshawar and-- 

Broadcasting Stations. 861. 

Building Inspector of the - Im¬ 

provement TVust. 66. 

Buildhig plans received by the -- 

Improvement 'Trust. 52. 
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imm-^-corud. 

Que.s'ion re—cvitd 

Case s of (Icvialiong in the confoil 
of bin'ldings rcpoited l>v' tlic Bin'Idiftg 
Inspector, —— Improvement 'i’iml. 
012. 

Casefi of infi i'iigemient of Luildi'nir Lye- 

laws of the-finprovornent Trust. 

907. 

Central TuLerculosis Clinic, -. 

900-JO. 

Certain congress workers arrested in 

— under the Triited Provinces 
Goond.i Act. 970-7:L 

Complaints against the Building Tns- 
peetor of the —— Im])rovement Tru- t. 
50. 

Connoeting of drains with sewers in 

ICarol Bagh,-. 707. 

Crrtnes in --. 07. 

Dumping of carcases of animals near 

Karol Bagh-. (15. 

Basement riglifs infringed by construc¬ 
tion of oncft storm wat^er drains in 
Karol Bagh,—. 70«. 

Kniianciau'^nt of annual premium of 

Xnz^d plots in Karol ibagh, --. 

707-08. 

Failure to name or ligJit streets in the 
Naiwala area of Karol Bagh,-. 

«S9. 

CiovernTnenl .%u'vice Buies applieahle 

to the staff of the-Tniversity. 

iVM). 

Grant of arms lieence.s to special Police 
Cllicers in -—. 07. 

Grant orsumnmr allowance to the minf.j 
t(Ma'nJ estahlishmevit of l!>e C.o\ern- 
ment (d India .Secretariat detained at 

— • last Slimmer. ♦•88. 

In min j)lcte sewerage in Karol R.-igh,--'—, 
700 07. 

Ti:cor]io ation of the-Kh^ctrieity 

nnth rPv. 900. 

]rcreate in the rent of Kaznl Land 
in-. 52-53. 

Information given to the Karol Bagh 
Ik)li((' Station, -, about the pre¬ 

sen oe of a gang of criminals called 
(k'liiriyas. 981. 

I;a\-oiit of the Improvement Tru.st 
plots inerrtain areas in - -—. .35, 
I.ien on his po.^^t, allowed to a ceiLain 

employr(' ol' (he - Improvement 

Trust.' 9(>8-09. 

Location of a tnlierculosis clinic in Karol 
Bagh,-. 02. 


DKLH I--co/dd. 

(^ue.stion rp—couhL 

i^ictailing of road.^^, etc., in Karol Bagh, 

-, by the -Improvcnient Tnist. 

900-07.“ 

Non-naming of certain roads in Karol 
Bagh,-. 54. 

Kon-()h.siu’vance of the printnple of sub¬ 
letting of railwa}' contracts in the 
of a certain eontraet at the —— Bail¬ 
way Station. 804-00. 

Notice's issncid for contravention of the 

tenna of sanction granted by the-- 

J m provmen t Trust. 53. 

Officers and staff of the - Improve¬ 

ment Trust. 689-91. 

Playing of music tlirough loud speakers 
during ju’ayer time at -. 287. 

Pro-sc'ciitions .sanctioned by the- 

Improvement Trust. 52. 

Providing of electric lights in Karol 
Bagh, ^-. 708. 

iTovi.sitin of lights on certain roads in 
Karol Bagh, . 64. 

Provision of parks in Karol Bagh,- 

54. 

Railway proscimtion casc^ in the Court 

of the Resident Magistrate, -. 

596-97. 

Recruitment of relations of employees 
in the Tncome-Lax Department/, 
Punjab, North-West Frontier and 
-Provinces. 59-60. 

Re.^ignation of ^^taff of the - Ini- 

provi im ntTriif.t. 53. 

IShiBiiig of the dumping ground for dead 
animals from Karol Bagli,-. 007. 

Shifting of the luherculosivS clinic from 
Karol Bagh,—•—. 54. 

Staff of the-Improvement Trust. 

62. 

Steps taken by the - Improvement 

TTust for planting trees and shrubbery 
in Karol Bagh, —. 906. 

Steps to reduce the number of thefts and 
other Climes in -. 981. 

SubordinaP'S and clerks w^ho worked 
under the Building Inspector of the 
-Improvement Trust and resign¬ 
ed. 908. 

Unsatisfactory condition of Naiwala in 
Karol Bagh, -. 61. 
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dklhi division--* 

Question re traiiHfcrs of non-gazetted 
railway servants in tho Aloi'ailahad 
Division of the Kast Indian Uailway and 

the-- of the North Weatei'n Railway. 

COO. 

di<:lhi joint water and sewage 

BOARD— 

Question re rules or bye-laws of the-. 

099. 

DKlAfi RH()V INGE— 

Question re —• 

“ Lett<*r Post Delivery ” from post 

olliecH in the --. IC. 

Telegraph odices in the-- iiiahing 

deliveries of inessageH. 000-07. 

DEUIl-SirAKDAUA- 

QiKiStion re— 

AccidentH to persons at or near- 

Railway Station, North Western Rail¬ 
way, *881. 

Trains run through- on the North 

Wesltu'u Railway. 880 

DELlVEKy(IJ.:S)- - 

Question rr “ Letter l\)St — - from post 
otliees in the Delhi IVoviilc'^. 15. 

DEMAND EOR EXCESS GRANT IN 
RESPECT OE - 
(Viisns. 1070-77. 

Cenlral ILveise Duties. U)70. 

Jilt (-rest eharg(*s. 1079. 

Legislative Ai-useinbly and Legislative 
Assembly JJepartinent. 1070. 

Open T.ine Works. 1079. 

Stores and t\'orkshoj)s—Expenditure not 
charged to Hcvenuo. 1070. 

Working Expenses—Expenses of Electrical 
Department. 1078. 

M^orkiiig Exp('i’iScs--Maintenance and sup¬ 
ply of Locomotive Power. 1077-78. 
Working I^xpenses-Maintenance of Carri¬ 
age and Wagon Stock. 1078. 

Working Expenses—Miscellaneous Expen- 
scs. 1078. 

DEOLI— 

Question re. — 

Conditions of health of ]\laster Mota 
Singh, Baba Basakha Singh and otluws 

detained in-Detention (Jamp. 778. 

Punjabi detenus confined in the-De- 

tention Camp. 776-78, 


DEPARTMENT OP EDUCATION, 
HEAl/rn AND LANDS— 

See “ Education, Health and Lands, De¬ 
partment of 

DEPAlVrMENT OF SUPPLY— 

See “ Supply Dcpirtmi i.t 

DEPUJ'Y preside::'^, mr.- 

Observation by-that if an Honourable 

Member makes an insinuation, he ought 
to explain, in all fairness, what that insi¬ 
nuation is, or say that he did not mean 
any insiuutation. 744. 

DESAI, MR. BHULABHAI J.— 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill— 

Motion for leave to introduce in the form 
recommended. 883-84. 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 
378, 417, 481, 488, 489, 790-804, 814, 
825, 80.3. 

Motion for Adjournment re refusal of per¬ 
mission to —- and to Mr. Asaf Ali to 
visit Waziristan. 7G-77. 

DESHMUKU, DR. G. V.— 

Hindu Judicifil Separation and Divorce 
Bill- - 

Motion for leave to intioduce. 996. 
Hindu Manied Women’s Right to Separate 
Residence and Maintenance liill— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 99(). 

Hindu Women's Rights to Property 
(Amendment) Bill- 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 
993. 

DESHMUKH, MR. GOVIND V.— 

Berar Laws Bill — 

Motions to consider, circulate and lofer 
to Select Committee. 945. 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill— 

Motions to consider and to circulate 
322, 396-103. 

Motion for Adjournment re failure of the 
Government of India to evoke whole¬ 
hearted enthusiasm in the nation to fight 
the totalitarian States. 72. 

Question re — 

Defence Expenditure. 965. 

Desirabibty of reeruitnumt of Indians of 
all castes and creeds to the Indian 
Army. 779-80. 

Eligibility of Indians for tho Royal Air 
Force in India. 967. 

Encouragement to Indian enterprise for 
manufacturing aircrafts, motors or for 
building ships. 967-68. 
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DKvSHMUKH, MK. GO VINO W-^conUl. 

Quasi ion re could. 

Ex})ansion of the lOth (Magpvr) Ihittalion, 
luiiversity Trainiiif^ Corps. 7H3-84. 

School \'oluiitcei' Corps and Hide 
Clubs. 1101. 

Hindu and Musiin strength of the riuliaii 
Navy. 90.5-1)7. 

Indignities suffered by Indi.an Lascars 
in South Africa. 13,5. 

Knowledge of Hindi and ability to write 
it in Urdu or Homan script for re- 
cruitment to Indian army. 782-83. 

Quotas of candidates for einergoney 
commissions and as priv^ales foi- the 
Army fixed for different provinces. 
780-81. 

Selection of candidates for emergency 
commissions and as privates for the 
army. 781-82, 

Training of marksmansliip by the Nag¬ 
pur University. 1100-01. 

Question (Supjdcmentry) re hurglajt'ies j 

and daeoitics in New Delhi. 980. 

DE SOUZA, DH. F. X.— 

Question re — 

Expenditure by the Indian Coffee Cess 
Committee on propaganda activities 
in India. 420-27. 

Expenditure by the Fndian Coffee Cess 
Committee on salai ies and propaganda 
activities of the London Market 
Expansion Hoard. 424. 

Imports and consumption of Indian 
coffee in the United Kingdom. 423- 
24. 

Hceruitment of Indian Christi.ans to the 
Subordinate and Superior Services of 
the State and Compaiiy-inaiiag(‘d 
Railways. 501-03. 

Rise in the salary of the Director of the 
London Market Expansion Board. 
424-25. 

Resolution re scrapping of the London 

Coffee Market Expansion Board by the 

Jndian Coffee (Vss Committee. 514-19, 

520, 528, 529-30, 531. 

DETENTION— 

Qm^stioii re-of Alama Mashriqi. 208. 

DETENTION CAMP— 

Question re— 

Condition of health of Master Mota 
Singh, Baba Basakha Singh and otlicra 
detained in Deoli-. 778. 

Punjabi detenus confined in the Deoli 
-. 779-78. 


DETENU(S)— 

Question re — 

German aid TtaUan - in India and 

Punjal ce-under the Defence 

India Act. ObS. 

Persons (rie<l, convicted or detained 
without trial under the l)efence of 
ofltifiiaAct. 914-17. 

Pnnjal)i-confined in the Deoli De¬ 

tention Camp. 770-78. 

Resolution re appointment of a Committco 

to examine the conditions of-- under 

Defence of India Act. 550-90. 
DEVALUATION- 

Question re -of iissistant Station Mas¬ 

ter’s grades on the North Western 
Railway. 874. 

DE\TATTON(S)— 

Question re cases of —— in the construc¬ 
tion of buildings reported by the Build¬ 
ing Inspector, Delhi Improvement Trust. 
912. 

DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT - 
Question re — 

-meted out to piece compositors in 

the Government of India Press, New 
Delhi. 702. 

— meted out to the Indian Medical 
Department. GO. 

DlREC4'OR(S)— 

Question re rise in the salary of the-- 

of the London Market Expansion 
Board. 424-25. 

DISABlLlTy(lES)— 

Question re of the subordinates of the 
Bridge Engineering Woi ks .at Manmad, 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. .50. 
DISAIJ.OWANCE— 

Motion for adjourment re -of a Motion 

for Adjournment by the Governor General 
after it was allowed by the Chair. 210. 
D1SA«TEK(S)— 

Question re— 

Dacca Mail-. 350-51. 

Relief given to the victims of the Dacca 
M.ail-. 351-52. 

Responsibility of the Manager in re.spoct 

of the coal-mine - at Kurhurvari. 

280-87. 

DISCHARGE— 

Question re —of staff controlled by the 
General Manager by the Divisional 
Superintendent of the North Western 
Railway. 11, 19, 8,57. 
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DISCIPLINE- 

Question re instances in which mandatory 

provisions of rulrs regulating-and 

rights of appeal of non-gazetted employ¬ 
ees on the North Western Railway were 
not observed. 807-08. 

I)ls:ClUiVIl NATION— 

Question re - 

— in the matter of passes and privi- 
lege ticket orders l)et ween an adopt- 
<‘d and step-son on state raiI\va 3 ^s. 
;h5r)-50. 

--in the matter of scale of fnrnitmc 

a.nd 11 tonsil in European and Indian 
(hiards Itunning Rooms on the North 
Western Railway. 232-33. 

DISMISSAL ^ 

(^icstion re non-inclusion of review on 
the working of the State Railway 

reguUtions re -of non-g »zelferl si ail 

in the Railway Administration Report. 
S70. 

DIVERSION— 

Question re -of carriage of postal mails 

betw(‘en Sylhet and Shillong fiom Hoad 
to railway. 353-54, 

DlVrSl()N(S)-- 

- — on the motion for Adjournment re 
Dacca .Mail disaster. l25-2(). 

Indian Einanec (No. 2) Rill - 

-on the motion to consider. 830-40. 

-on the motion for leave to intro¬ 
duce; in the form rceoin mended. 885- 
80. 

Question re relieving Guards in certain- 

of the East Indian Railway. G08. 

DIVISIONAL OEEICE(S)— 

Question rr — 

Allegations of corruption against a clerk 

in the-Raw^alpindi. 27-28. 

Clerks employed in certain sections of the 

Railway -Lahore. 68-09. 

Filling up of certain vacancies of clerks 
recently occurring in the Karachi 

-of the North Western Railw.ay. 

687. 

Proceedings of the Selection Board held 
at the--Howrah, East Indian Rail¬ 

way for filling vacancies of Luggage 
and Parcel Supervisors. 693. 

DIVISIONAL SElyECTION BOARD— 

See “ Selection Board,” 


DIVISIONAL SUPERINTENDENT(S)— 
Question re— 

Certain quarterly statement forwarded 

by the-Moradahad Division, on 

the East Indian Railway. 10-17, 
878. 

Discharge of staff controlled by the 

General Manager by the-of the 

Noi'th Western Railway. 11, 19, 857. 
Names submitted by the Morada¬ 

had Division, for promotion of non- 
ga.etied railway servants to the lower 
gaz^ tted service. 601. 

Non-Siiulhi Muslims in clerical posts in 
tlio Ofiioe of the — North Western 
Railway, Karachi. 851-52. 
With-holiling of memorials, p^Titions, 
etc., of non gazetted railway st^^'ants 
l-y the —“ Moradahad Division of the 
Ea.st liulian Railway. 16. 

DIVORCE BILL - 

See “ Hindu Judicial Separation and-” 

under “ Aet(s)”. 

D0CIIMENT(8) -- 

(‘ertain Home Department-laid on 

the table. 79-81. 

Question re -for verification of Ic-ave 

accounts maintained on State Railways. 
591. 

DOI.LAR SECTIRTTIES— 

See “ Seeurity(ies) 

DOMICILE CER ri E!CATE(S)— 

See “ (.Vrtifleat('(s)”. 

DOMINION(S)— 

Question re personnel of the Roger Com¬ 
mittee from Overseas - and States 
and its mission. 429-34. 

DRAFT CONVENTION(S)— 

See “ Convention(s) 

DRAIN(S)- 
Question re — 

Connecting of-with sew^ers in Karol 

Bagh, Delhi. 707. 

Easement rights infringed by construc¬ 
tion of open storm water - in 

Karol Bagh, Delhi. 708. 

DRAMA(S)— 

Question re authors of- broadcasted 

by the AU-India Radio. 367. 
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DKESST]R(S)— 

Question /‘c— 

Muslim^—promoted as [laboratory 
Assistants in tho Impm-ial Veterinary 
Research Instil iite, (iOo, 

Muslim representation in otlicr classes 
of service not to he affccU'd by lii^jl.er 
percenta-^e of Muslinib in the posts of 

-. 096-96. 

DRIVER(S)-^ 

Question rc working of the Bombay MuKi 
pic Unit Service on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway by certain —. 

64. 

DRUGS BILL— 
iSVc “ Bill(s) 

DUFJRY(IKS)-- 

Question re allotment of- * quarters in 

New Delhi. 13()-L‘17. 

DUFTRIES QUAR rEUS-~ 

*SVe “ Quarier(K)”. 

DUMPING GBOUND -- 

Question re. shifting of the-for dead 

animals from Karol Bagh, Delhi. 907. 
DUTYdES)- 
Question re — 

-and (unobimcnts of the Cavil Ad¬ 
ministrator, Kamaran. 349-60. 

Report of the ofhcrr on special —appoint¬ 
ed to investigate into certain matters 
affecting communal i (-presentation in 
railway servic(;s. 223. 

£ 

EARNING(S)-^ 

8 tatenicnt re net - of new railway 

lines. 81-82. 

EASEMENT RIGHTS— 

Question re -infringed by construc¬ 

tion of opcii storm water drains in Karol 
Bagh, Delhi. 708. 

EAST INDIAN RAILWAY— 

See “ Railwayfs) ”, 

EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY— 

See. ‘‘ Railvvay(s) 

EASTERN GROUP CONFERENCE— 
Motion for Adjournment re non-associa¬ 
tion of nou-ollicial representative 

Indiana with the-. 75-76. 

Question re accommodation reserved in 
the Im})erial Hotel for the delegates of 
-. 697. 


ECf’LESlASTICAL DEPARTMENT-- 

Que.stion rc Budget for the-. 200. 

ECONO.MY- - 

Question re establishment of a Paper-- 

DepartfTV'ut by the (Jovcnimcnt of 
Indi-i. 4:U-35.‘ 

Re 0 olull(ni/r; a})p(>intment of a Committee 
of the t'enlral Legisl.'ituro regarding 
-ill expcndituiv. .531'50. 

EDU(hVTlOH, H EAl/ni AND!.AN DS, DE- 

PAR PMEN r OF - 

Question re —■ 

Confereiiees, rommittx'es or su])'eom- 
mitt(‘es h(d(l at Simla last siimnuM^ 
under the control of the — . 670- 

76. 

Oflieera and ministerial staff of tiio — 
and its Attached and Snhordinate 
OlUces who moved U]) to Simla last 
BumiiU'r and expenditure incurred in 
the Mov('. 668-69. 

Proportion of dilfercnt communities in 
the . 49. 

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANf’E - 

Question re. —— to the cliildron of em- 
plovecs on the North VV'estern Railway. 
688 . 

ELECTIONiS)— 

— • of a Member for the Governing Body 
of th<‘ Indian Research Fund Associa¬ 
tion. 1113. 

- of a Member to the Council of the 

Jnstitute. of Sci('uce, Bangalore. 367. 

-of a Member to the Standing Finance 

Committee. 297. 

-of Mcmbeis to the Standing Com¬ 
mittee for the Department of Supply, 
1113. 

Motion re— 

-of a Member of the Standing Fin¬ 
ance Committee. 234. 

— of a Member on the Council of tho 
Indian Institute of Scioneo, Bangalore. 
88-89. 

-of a Member on the Governing 

Body of the Indian Rescxirch Fund 
Association. 918. 

— of three members for the Standing 
Committee attached to the Depart¬ 
ment of Supply. 918-23. 

ELECTRIC COMPANY, LIMITED, A. 

E. G. INDIA-^- 

Question re assignment by the 

■-incorporated in Gerinnuiy, of tbelr 

business, assets, etc., to certain parti(j 8 
in Bombay. 127-30. 
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ELEOTFUO LIGHT{S) ^ 

Question re complaints of clot(Tioration of 
eye-sight (loovls Tram Guards fur want 
Qf jn briike-vana. 232. 

See ;ilso “ Light(s) 

EEECnUCAL ESfABLlSIlMlON 
Question re non-transfe^-r of c(*rbain mem¬ 
bers of n^gular - on duty in New 

Dcllii. 910. 

ELEOTKICITY AUTHORITY— 

Quest in re incorporation of the Delhi- 

909. 

ELEOTRTGITY CHAUGE{S)— 

Qu(‘slion re rtMluciion of-in New 

Dollii. Go. 

EMREZXLRMENT- 
Motion for Adjournment re all«'ge<i 
in the Multan Division of the Xortlj 
Wi'^tern Railway. 

E\IRGGNCY COMM 1SSION— 

See “ Comimission(s) 

EMIGRATION (AMENDMEN P) BILL— 
See “ Indian — ” under “ Bill(s) 

EMOLUMENT(8)— 

Question re duties and —>— of tin' Civil 
Administrator, Kainaran. 340-50. 

EMPLOYEE(S)— 

Qu(^stion re— 

Admission of the inferior and labour 

service-on State Railways to 

the privilege of contributing towards 
Provident Fund. 85G-57. 

Attendance on-’ families by nurs(‘s 

employed in tlie Medical Deprtment 
of the North Western Railway. 9. 
Classes and groups for the purposes of 

vision tests of certain railway -. 

870-71. 

Denial of facilities for bettering their 

prospects to Muslim graduate- 

on the East Indian Railway. 1024- 
25. 

Educational assistance to the children 
of-- on the North Western Rail¬ 

way. 688. 

Excess payments by the - of the 

North Western Railway to the Rail¬ 
way Medical Staff. S-9. 

Explanation of railway-in case of 

enbaneement of punishment already 
inflicted. 10. 


EMPLGVEE(S)—cmjfd. 

Quf’stinn re — conid. 

Graduate pubordinate-on the East 

Tmb.an auul Easterfi Bengal Roilwavs. 
l023-2i. 

Grant of leave to tlie East Indian Rail- 

w'ay-— serving in the volunteer 

forces when required to join the army, 
07. 

Income-tax charged on gratuities paid 
to the non gazetted State Railway 
-. 20G-n7. 

lust.inees ill vvhieh mandatory provi- 
si. as of rides regulating diseijilino 
and riglits of appeal of non-gazetted 

-on tile North IVestern Railway 

wen* iK't obscrvc'd. 8G7-68. 

Lieu on liis ])Osl allowed to a ciTtain 
- - of the Delhi Improvement Trust. 
DOS-09. 

Norlli \\'estern Railway l)an on hats 

against certain-. 502-93. 

Option to State Railway - to elect 

old or revised rent rules. G05. 
IVnsio’is or gratuities grant'd to ( iovern- 

ment-at t la* Kama ran Quarantine 

Station. 283-81, 1101-05. 
l\)licv of making promotions from 

amongst -- of the same l)ran(h on 

th<' North Western Railuiiy. 875. 
Prior saiKition by the Riiilwiiy Board to 
revisions of scales of ])ays affi cting 
a whole class or grade of-- on cer¬ 

tain StiiU' Railways. 590. 

I’rolniiition of Railway-to travtd 

on privilege Ticket Drders hy mail and 
ox])ress trains. 1020-21. 

Rta ruitment of relations of — in the 
IncoMU'-tax Dejiartnamt, Punjab, 
Noith-West Frontier and Delhi Pro- 
viiiees. 59-GO. 

Unrecomiiiended —— allowed to ap¬ 
pear as recruits for apjiointment as 
Guards on the North VVest-ern Rail¬ 
way. 1015-lG. 

Vagai ics in the exercise of power of allow¬ 
ing alterations of liirth dates by-- 

on the North Western Raihvay. 231- 
232. 

EMPLOYMENT- 

Question re ‘ Hours of —~ Regulations ’ 
incorporated in the Indian Railways 
Amendment Act, 1930, not inade appli¬ 
cable to Britisli portion of Jodlipur 
Railway. 8GG-G7. 
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ENGINEER(S)— 

Question re — 

Engineering Subordinates working as 

Assistant-on the North Western 

Railway. 44. 

Qualified Muslim Inspectors of Works 
not allowed to officiate as Assistant 
-on the North Western Railway 

44. 

ENGINEERING SURBORDINATES— 
See “ Subordinato(s) 

ENQUIRY— 

Question re pro( ediire for-- into charges 

against railway servants. HG^h /O. 

ENQUIRY CLERKS— 

See “ Clerk(s) 

ENTHUSIASM— 

Motion for A(ljournm(nit re failure of the 
Government of India to evoke whole¬ 
hearted -in the nation to fight tlie 

totalitarian States. 71-72. 

ESSAK SAIT, MR. If. A. SATHAR H.- 
Motion for Adjournment re— 

Closing dow n of the branch liru^ betw(*en 
Shoranur and Nilanihur i?i the Mala¬ 
bar District. 102G, 1(W)S2, 

Closing of the (^handpur-Siau-I^ijuor 
Section of the Gajranla Mnazzanpuir 
Nnrain Branch of the East Indian 
Railway, 083. 

Question re — 

Alli'ged rude behaviour of the Quetta 
Railway Station officials at the wcl- 
eoj?io to the ]’.( <idcnt-( I(*ct of the 
Baluchistan U-Iuslim league Ses-iion. 
583-84. 

Fees collected from Haj pilgrims for 
meeting ('\pcns('s in eonr.eetion with 
l^ort liaj Committees. GOl-02. 

Mnslirn officers employed by the CalcMitta 
Port 'IVust. 582. 

SaviriL^s due to setting np of the Port. 

Haj Co»nrnittoes. G91. 

Scliolarships for s]X"cjal training givxn 
by the Government of India or the 
Calcutta Port Trust. 582-83. 
Suggestions made by the Port Haj 
Committees. 602-93. 

ESTABLISHMENT MATrER(S)— 

Question re Officers dealing with —■ in 

tlie Government of India Offices. 
37-38. 


ESTABLISHMENT 0FFl(ffi:(S)— 

Quest i<-»n re Muslim graduates in — and 
supervisory posts on the East Indian 
and Eastern Bengal Railways. 1024, 
1025. 

EUROIM^AN GUARDS- 
See ‘‘ Guard(s) ”. 

rviden(t: (Ai>m^:ndment) bill— 

Indian-” under “ J^ill(s) 

EXAMINATK)N(S) - 
Qiu'stion re—- 

Advisability of holding competitive — - 
for recruitment to the subordinate 
service on the North Western Rai*l- 
w^ay. 226-27. 

Delay in making a[)pointment3 of ca?nli- 
daUis suecessful in the Indian Audit 
and Accounts Service — of 1030. 
201 . 

~— for rocrnilment to the Indian Army 
Ordnance' ('orps. 61. 

L<Kral-for WLalton Training School 

(pialilied guards. 853-54. 

Perndssion to Jk\v Mt'ssengers acting 
as Packers in the Siiid and Baluchis¬ 
tan Postal (/irclo to appear for eJcrical 

— r)6s-<)0. 

35me for holding competitive-for 

recruitment to Govenunent services. 

201 - 02 . 

^:XAMINER(S)— 

Que-stiun rr Income-tax Officers and —— 
in the ( onipanv Districts at Calcutta. 
60. 

^:XGESS-- 

Question re instructions for-reserva¬ 

tion for Mu;,!ims in tlie vacancies of 
works mistrics by the. General Manager, 
North Western Railway. 363-64. 

?:xcFaSs profits tax (amendment) 

BILI^ 

See Bill(s) 

EXCESS PROFITS TAX BILL— 

See. “ Bill(s) 

EXCHANGE BANK(S)— 

See “ Bank(s) ”. 

EXCISE DUTIES, CENTRAL— 

See “ Central Excise Dutie.s 
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL-^ 

Motion for Adjournment re expansion of 
H. E. The Viceroy’s-- and the con¬ 

stitution of War Advisory Committee. 
73-75. 

EXEMPTION— 

Question re-of the European and 

Anglo-Indian guards on Lahon^ division 
of N(mth Western Railway from work¬ 
ing certain shunting and van trains. 
361. 

EXODUS— 

Question re savings due to Partial-to 

Simla. 200-01. 

EXPANSION— 

Motion for Adjournment re - of H. E. 

The Viceroy’s Executive Council and 
the constitution of War Advisory Corn 
niitlee. 73-75. 

EXPENDITURE— 

Motion for Adjournment re huge - — 
w'itliout sanction of the Legislature. 
155-50. 

Question rr - 

-by the Iirdian ColTee Cess Commit¬ 
tee on propaganda activities in Iirdia. 
420-27. 

— by the Indian ColTee Cess Cornmit- 
U-e on salaries and propaganda activi¬ 
ties of the London Market Expansion 
Board. 424. 

-incurred by the Government on 

the Imlian Listner. 600-01. 

Officers and ministerial stall of the 
Commer(!C Department who moved up 
to Simla last summer and ——^ in¬ 
curred in the Move. 680-81. 

Ollicers and ministerial staff of the 
Defence Coordination Department who 
moved up to Simla last summer and 
— incurred in the Move. 667-68. 
Officers and ministerial staff of the 
Defence Department wdio moved up 
to Simla last summer and - in¬ 

curred in the Move. 505. 

Officers and ministerial staff of the 
Department of Pkhualion, Health 
and Lands and its Ateached and 
Subordinate Offices who moved up to 
Simla last summer and —— incurred I 
in the Move. 668-69. I 


EXPENDITURE- 
Question re—cx)m,UL 

Olfuem and ministerial staff of the 

l<’inaiice Department and its attncLed 
and subordiimto olFices who moved 
up to Simla last summer and-in¬ 

curred in the Move. 499-501. 

Officers and ministerial staff of the 

Hon e D(‘patrtment and its attached 
and subordinate ollicos who moved 

up to Simla last summer and -in 

tlu! Move. 490-98. 

Officers and minist(-*rial staff of the 

Labour Depart/nont wlio moved up 
to Simla last summer and-in¬ 

curred ill the Move. 660 61. 

Officers and ministerial staff of the 

Legislative liepaiiment who moved 
up to Simla last summer and-in¬ 

curred ill the Move. 677. 

Officers and ministerial staff of the 
Political Department who moved up 
to Simla last summer and - in¬ 

curred in the Move. 678-79. 

Propaganda and - tlioroon by tho 

Port Hij Committees. 284-85. 
Votablii and non-\otablc-sanction¬ 

ed outside the Budget. 197-200. 

Resolution re appointment of a Committee 
of the Ontral Legislature regarding 
economy in war -. 63L50. 

EXPLANATION— 

Question re —^— of railway employees in 
case of onhaneement of punislmunt 
already inflicted. 10. 

EXPORT TRADE-^ 

See “ ''rrade(s) 

EXPRESS THAIN(S)— 

NVe Train(s) ”. 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT-^ 
Question re — 

Conferences, committees or sub-oommit- 
tecs held at Simla last summer under 
tlK‘ control of the —. 572. 

Othcers and ministerial staff of the- 

who moved up to Simla last summer 
and expenditure incurred in the Move. 
570-72. 

EYE-SIGHT— 

Question re complaints of deterioration of 

-from goods train guards for want 

of electric lights in brake-vans. 232. 
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FACILITY{IES) — 

Question re denial of-for bettering 

tlieir proHpectM to -Muslim gradiriti 
employees on the East Indian Rail¬ 
way. 1024-25. 

FACTORIES (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(8) 

FAMILY(IES)— 

Question rc. attendance on employees’ 
—— by nurses emplovcd in the Medical 
Department of the North Western Rail¬ 
way. 9. 

FARE(S)— 

Question re shippiufj —— from Indian 
ports to Jeddah and low speed of cer¬ 
tain Rilgrim Siiips. 142-14. 

FAROQUI, MR. M.- 

Motion for adjournment re rusticMtion of 

-and Mr. I). S nig'ni frofu tiie Lhiivcr- 

sity of Delhi. 1111-12. 

FAllJI AKHUAR-- 

Question re tenders invited for the print¬ 
ing of the --. 774-75. 

FA'^L-I-HAQ PIR.AORA, KKAN BAHA- 

DUR SH EIKII - 

Indian Merchant 8hip])ing (AmendTuent) 
Rill - 

Motion to refer to Selc'ct Committei*. 
211-15. 

Question re — 

Appointment of committees of })il- 
grims and Aniir-a! f{ ij hy Port Idaj 
Committees on pilgrim ships. 140. 
Appointment of Muslim staff o!i Julian i 
pilgrim sliips. 111. 

Bduget for the Ecclesiastical Depart 
ni'oit. 200. 

Delay in making appointments of 
candidates successful in the Indian 
Audit and .Accounts Service Jflxamina- 
tion of 1939. 201. 

Duties and emoluments of the Civil 
Administrator, Kainaran. 349-50. 
Grant of allowances to non-resident 
memhers of the Port Haj CommitL'es 
for attending meetings. 141, 

Pension or gratuities granted to Govern¬ 
ment employc'cs at the Kainaraii 
Quarantine Station. 283-281, 1104- 
05. 


FAZL-I-HAQ PIRACHA, KHAN BAHAUK 
SHEIKH -conId. 

Que.stiori re - -contd. 

Propaganda and expenditure thereon 
by the Port Haj Committees. 284* 
85. 

QuaraTitine station at Kaanaran. 3()7. 
Paiilication of the International Sani¬ 
tary (Convention of Peris. 141-12. 
Shif)])ing arrangements for the next 
llaj pilgrimage. 141. 

Sliipj)ing fares from Indian ports to 
Jeddah aiul low Sf)ecd of ccrtaiij 
Pilgrim Ships. 142-44. 

Special pilgi’im passes required by 
Indian piligrims for Tran and Iraq. 
8 . 

Taking of lea;e of a Roller Fk)ur Mill 
at Lyallpur and tcmlers for grinding 
v.dieat for use of military forces. 
493-94. 

Time for holding c()m])etitiv'e exanuna- 
tioin for n'cniitment to Government 
services. 201-02. 

Res)lution re apj)ointment of a perma- 
n^mb Muslim Pilgrim Oflicer in the 
Secretariat of the Government of 
India. 184-8(3, 511. 

FEDERAL COUlTr - 
Qmvstion re deJrability of enlarging tlie 

af)pellat(* jurisdiction of the—--, 

139-40, 282-83. 

EEE(S) - - 

(iuostion re -collected from Haj pil¬ 

grims for mec'ling cxp-nscs in connec¬ 
tion with 4k>rb Haj Committees, (>9l- 
92. 

EERM EXI’ED INGRED1 ENd\S - 
Question re licences for pre|xtralion of 

Ayurvedic medicines from natural-. 

111 . 

EINANCE BILL- 
See. “ Indian-” under “ Bi]I(s) 

EINANCE (NO. 2) BILL— 

Nee Indian-- ” under “ Bill(H) ”, 

EINANCE DICPARTMENT— 

Quc.stion re— 

Conferences, Committees or siih-com- 
mittecs held at Simla last summer 

under the control of the-. 502- 

01. 

Off! ^ers and ministerial staff of the-- 

and its attached and subordinate 
offices who moved up to Simla last 
summer and expenditure incurred in 
the Move. 499-501. 
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finance MEMEEIC- 

— -’s st E'MiU'tit on tlio linuru i il 
])()sitioii. IKMUI, 102-03. j 

FINANCIAL ALICsr.MiCN'f— i 

QiK'Stion /r (!■ |vi''Oirr ; in lOr uorljtu nl 

the - hetw'fN'O thi* C'>\rnnurjii (/i . 

IndiA and tlio Britisli (Otvi-niir.ont. 
9<;i. 

F1N.\ N CT A I. A \i 1: \ N (i I<: M IC\' 13 S) - 

Motion fo»’ adjournment re — - with llm! 
Majesty’s («oV(Mnm(mt re ]).vvmi til. N}!- 
the pnrehaso of materials fiom Indii. i 
152 53. 1 

finan(''ia!.contem:. - I 

Question re relaxation of the - of > 

the C(.\enniicnt of India over th(^ 1 
Supply l)(‘piirt'n> iiC 27S-SO. j 

FINANCIAL POSITION - 
Finance Menilxu-'s 5-.tat(Mre'nt on the— -• 
93-101, 10203, 

F1I1E-- 

Question re thv"* eontinuine - -in tlie 
coallicld in Sudasdili .\rea (Adlicrv. 
2Sf), 

FniEMAN(EN) 

Question re 

Channel of promotion for - -on tin' 
Great Indian Feninsnl.i Hailwav. 
31-32. 

Promotion of-on the Crc'at Ind^.oi 

Peninsula. Railway. nS-ri9. 

Vaerincics of grade 111 -■ -on the 

North Western PvadMay, 04. * 

FIRST DIVISION— ' 

Question re -v.ieaneies filled in the! 

Govc'.rmnent of India Oliiees. 35. 

FISCAL POLIOV - j 

Resolution re ---of the (iovonn)ient of! 

India. 157-S3. 

FLOUR MlLIdS) - 
SV.e “ Mill(s) 

F1.YING— 

Question re Government scholarships for { 
training in - — . 1010-17. 

FRYING TRAINING SCIIOOL(S) — 
Question re quota of Muslim candidates 
at the-. 1101-02,1010. 

FOREIGNERS BILL— 

Nee “ Bill(s) 


foi;i:man(Men) - 

Qu'>,tion rt ret i ( ueljineiit in tlio higher 

^..'d(* a]y)<>intirK'ids of Vard -and 

3 aid S.ipei vis(•r,-. on the North Western 
(Liilway. S.>7-.’)9. 

FRAMPTONT, MR. 11. J.— 

Mith ol Gdiee. J. 

I RL.T \'I‘:NI)1>:G CONTRACTi.S)- 
“ Conij'ectis) ”. 

LCXL'l LL\,S; - 

C'''*e>ti<,ii ir (.reation of tlie Supplv Depart- 

ou Mt and its -amd W(n-king. 285. 

Lr\l)(.y 

(^ae.-TiO'i re mutual guarintee--of 

th<‘ Old Last Indian Railway Com¬ 
pany 11 

FCNOAMLNTAI. LEAVE RULES— 
(.lur-tua-: re ntat-applieahility of tho 
' •• to inferior staff of 'tin' Goods 
f>cpot at U’adi Runder on tlu' Great 
In.han Peninsula iCiilway. 58. 

LUl.NilT liL - 
Qm stiou re — 

J)i.^erimi^atiou in Ihe matter of scale of 

-and utensils in J-Eiropean and 

Indian (oiirds I’unTiing Ronni.s on 
the North We-'lmai Rail\\a\. 232- 
3.3. 

L se nf (lovernux at — hv’' certain 
cho.vLidim enunged l>y tlie ('entral 
Puhlic \\ orks 1 >.'p irtmcnt. 004. 

G 

(.AIXOL, MR.N.V. - 

liuliiu Lui.uice (No. 2) Piilt- 

Moiiou.s to eonsidnr and to e-ifenlate. 
ti.)!-.53, 709-19. 

GAJRAld.A 

Motion (or Adjeutnimmi rc closing of tho 
Chand[mr-Siau-Rijuor .^'cetion of tho 
— - Muaz/alr^prlr Narain branch of 
(he Ea.st Indian Raihva;y. 917,982-83 
and 99(i-l(B 1. 
dANGfS) 

Question te - 

Arro.<=it, of a-of thieves of Bauriya 

criminal tribe. 981. 

Information given to tho Karol Bagh 
I ohco Station, Delhi, about the 

presi'iiee of a-of criminals called 

Bauriyas. 981. 


3^I3LAB 
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OAXCJ STAFF- 

Sfp “ SttiH 

GAZFT'riClS) - 
Qn, sticMi )'>’ - 
iU (miMm ;i,fI '(li 'Id'lvin 1 

»«wnf) li: I (.\<). -;s f»t' IIMO) in! 

. < : i,.iin Slat( l\Mn\ay - . 11! 1.‘*. I 

l\uit b ^nWTMinjJ tin- (>U’)ll' ' ♦'L-Il ot I 

11 ,al t' s in lla.lw.iy - 
(rl-AFRM. ;FUJ1) V. ; 
itili 1 

iFV/^Frrw > s r vff - 

rr ( ii ‘ul’ll- iii>t rijv-l it ft.r yrant 

of' yn\'itnit\' lo rirtn -ii\ Luck;/i>u 

l)i\-isioii nf thc‘ Fi<if4 lt),<l,ui.;i, KsiihvaN. 
iS-iii. 

GvzFrr^:i) rafia.vw shrvaxi's - 

Si '' !Fi(l\v i\ Srl-V,mt{s) ”, 

s xtv k'f - 

Qarstit)!! re - 

Xianins suliinilt'M 1 liy tlur 1 

Si 4 tei‘iiU(‘U(lciit, MoiMdabad l>!visu«i\, 
for ]>F’(,lilt Ainu .‘tf unii-gaz(‘ft.(‘(l railua\ 

servants. t(‘ tin Inut'r -. (iOl. 

Frelt'i'eMct' l>i Kttn-eliLnl’le Mi.i-liiii'^ ; 

(()!• proriuitin!!: to ilit' !t>uer 
Oil the Fast liuiian h'adw.r.. GOIF 
tJl. 

GFXFRAL UVXA'.0-:H ^ 

Que-^l ion /V' - j 

(o)n(iM.('t tor lx;’'A t dl,'-> ii;iveil Co AfesMi-s. j 
Wheeler aivl ('nnipauy hy I lu' - j 
Xo’lh \\'( stu n Ihiilwav. .AOT. | 

l>is».'har'ie of s;rdl etaitiMHt'tl l)V (lie ; 

by tilt' (>ivi‘t!tt*ial Sii[)('rinC'‘iitU nl ot ! 
the Xtatli Wesierri Kejh-.av. II ' 
1!), sr>7. ‘ I 

ins( ruetions lor e.eeo le t i'raiitai for' 
Mu.-liins iu the vatiOit .' t t;f ,voit..s' 
e'.sli,-:, b\ the Xoiltl ’Ah,-..eiri. 

ji titu.y\ . ;h).? (j ’, I 

I’o; ■. , II seined hv tl.(‘ . luiuai- j 

^v.nl'A,i\, in the inaitt'r ot eati'rmy j 

COei,.iet.>. (iO.o-Oil, li'-r), i 

St'k'etion |)o.'a <);■ sele'-tion e-eades ' 

siK eifK'l hy the—— eii certain Stalt'i 

Kailira)'!. 13 . i 

Siilai'liavy rnles made iiy (re - of 

e.ert'\in Stat • F 'ilva s -'n-.l relaxa¬ 
tions or inoditieutions m t’enn. I 1. 


[gfrm ^x i)P:T(<:xr(S) - 

Sff iMi 

i GFFMAW 

G'li '^tioii /V- 

A^.d nine nr h\ if;e \ F /ndia; 

Flfcfiie ron.p;, !i\' f.in.ih I, ife 0 * 1 ) 0 - 
rated in ot t ir l.u>"ter^, .isscts 
eie , tit i.crtaui parties n’ iMM.h.i},. 

127-::0. 

IXn'iCriation ot .Mi (.• \ iXhaiina'.' 

vvit’e ami danLdi''<'r to-in S+.d.?t( nUind. 

GHFF 

(^.ne-*'ll /I .Maildard' and yradafuni.s of- 

adopted b\ tila' thv\enm x ni of India, 
(3S-3P. 

jcHi \sid)i>fx. Mil, \r. -- 

, (»)(!< .s( ion rr a-'isi-tai on ai o e'^rLs nr fh**' 

j (a'-h hniM lif'.'- of the Ge\ei iinierit <d 
! fndia (hlhis. 4:i 13. 

('(IIIthhAM l>HtK XAHIAXC. SVI‘.d> 

Appoiiitin<*nl of- Uf the t'o’OrriittM' oi,' 

lV..ni.out.. 43lF 

Fxpre.s.-'ions of re'ireC on tle d r’-s m| ■’ 

Sir \’asuda\a Kajah and ,ii Sny vti> 
K navia.r tSoni. 71. 

hiindn ^\^)^len's Riuhts to tViifiei l y 

f.Aini'nclriK nt.) Fill 

iMotiori' tf^ fidVr to Sideet Gonniiittee. 

htto-in. 

fndian Railway.'? (Ainr'iidnient) dill 
Motions Co refi'T' to S-lei*! ('oniiiiit tei- 
and to ( ireidatr-'. <Shf h 
Motion for \djoianraent rr Daiea Mail 
dis i -ti. r. t h>. 

(ye stioi. ti 

'n.d/aniation of Suddi • Fr/.ar. Am?)aijv. 
\\ith .\tni)ali «'’ant-uie-ont. 

>,on-oh.-iin'vanee ot Da* p(ini*if’le of .viio- 
iett ins; of railu a\ eonti.u' t.s tn th( ( a;a 
o( a eertain i-nntias-l at i e' DMhi 
Ihu'.way Station. Sh4--i»i), 
h'm-tion (Snppk'inentu’A ) /, report of t he* 
ollc e." on sp«“eial dn!y apix-inted to 
in*, i ■-1 iyate into eertain inatter.' atii'etine 
eoiiininrul rejin seiitat ion in lailway 
ser\ ic'-a. ’2'2 >, 

hh's.fhit iVn /.' af) onintnienl of a Ferinan. at. 
Afn.-l.rii f'llyf.in tUii.a r in th Seeri'taiiat 
of tin Government i>t‘India. 191-93. 
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^AHUZXAVI, SIK AHinn. HALIM- 

A])|)()iiitincut of -It) tin' ('ominittcc 

P('t itioti'.. 4;{0. 

FJcctioj! oi to t he St unlin;:^ Coinin'M 

fertile I )(‘j) irt njeiit ofSni>|»ly. Hit. 
Hidinn h'iiuniee (Xo L”; iXH 

Motions to eonsidi r ;iinl to einnil.il 
•1SA-S(i. tST S.t. tJO <t‘A (IM)- IS. 
Jrniiini Me rdi.iiit 'In, ininj l.iiin ' inn i 
Hill- 

Motion to ret r to Seu'i ( (‘onuiiiLti 
219, 220 . 

Motion for mljonrninent re i>,'e«;i M. 

(lis isti'r. lOo, lot), |OT, iO.-i i 2. 
truesti(111 /V' 

Lnaetinent of lec'slalion enahlin- Iomi 
ance ('on\|MUK'S I o Iniy llefein' i nuni 

77<). 

Non-transfer of (•('itnin ti'h'phoin' o)>< 
ators in J.),e ( a hixoion. HOT 
H(\so|i>tion ,'V appointment of a i’t.i >■ i 
Muslim Hilei'ini Olliccr in tin* Sei /m.,>; i 
of the ( e)\L; II in 'iit oi lialia.. 102, 10 
10m 

^LIDNLY, LILLf.-' ')L( ' LL Sli 
IfLXKY — 

Iivliaai I'Xnanei' (\o. 2) Hill - 
Motions to eonsith'f and to eliaail do 
211, 212. 271, 2Sd, 107. KiO, :nj 
47t). 17‘'. tils, (»42, til.), 711, 7.7.“) 02 
TSti-OO, s2L 

XnHian \'vv (l)isc{[)line) v\ iin'iitlnn'iit 
Hill - 

Afotion to (.onsiih'i*. 22S. 

Iinlian Hailnays (Anna.dmcnt) Hill -- 
Motions to refei- to Si-leet ('> iinnittci* 
and to (vircuhiH’. 1)22, 921 25. 
Hnsition of llio .Vominati'd Mciiil'eis of the 
House. 1027. 

‘Question re - 

l)isal)iliti('s of the snlK)rdin.it,es of tlu' 
Rrid^e Kn'j:iiu'ering \\V>rks at 
Manmnd, L^reait Indian JXniinsula 
Railway. 50. 

Prohibition of railway eni])loyoes to 
travel on rrivil('<»(‘ IXeket Onh'rs 
by Mail and exjuess trains. 1020-21. 
Question (SupplenKMitafy) re — 

Certain eoniiress workers arrested in 
Delhi under thi' Lnited Provinces 
Goonda Act. 972. 

Gei-man and Itahan if temis in India, and 
Punjabee deti'iius under the Defence oJ 
India Act. 909. 


UHDNLV, TdFLJT.-COr.oNKL SIR 

I H LX It cnni'L 

i t^0j( .‘-t ii>ii (Supplement i,rv ) o -r'uuf'i. 

■‘‘j Noii-oli.servaiiee of tlie iiiiii 'ij-al of snb- 

! letting of lailua v i ont i:o tr, in tlie ease 

I of a eerlam (onli.Mt at the Delhi 

' Railway So tioii. SOO. 

»’i o'..f ciii loll e{ I’liidit -javialiar Lai 

\eiiMl. 97.‘). 

j Rai-nm^ ol tin (X'W arm;, in • ,dia, its 
eo ^ .md anaiiL;i‘meiu^ j.>r ti.'iining of 
I ■ }''• :<;i! 'I maJ ojli( ers. 2t 15. 

R' di. ii(atioii of vMU'ks mi^’trie.s as 
!.'■ Olio r.- ' oil the Nortli \\'est(*rii 
L'; dwav. otWl ii7. 

I n<i' . tor a I j lointment lo -deetjon 
f/o ' III th'- i-eiiai t lie nf-^ ol llie La.-^t 
o'.in .ind Kasiern Heimal Railways. 

I , i'.iinm., e-' ledinn Rilots and Mi'ebaiiie.s 
^ ■ Id’ t iie Ai.’’ Loree. 270. 

GOODS ;A.ML.\l)Ml':X'r) H'.LL - 
I X' '■ ln<lian Sale of -" unutu'" Bill(s; 

I 

I G(»' >|;S [)! 

I t b‘* ■'S' >11 /, no'i.o j. .ibilii \ oi’t he i inida- 
1 inei.ial lo . nil. to i:if i mr dalV < f the 
.2 W adi Pnmler (111 1 li(‘(treat Indian 
, I 'em: ' .1,1 R.iii A , .7S. 

, GOODS'! R MX (X’ARItS 
I Si < “ Guai-d(v) 

I 

j GOODS W A(d).\(S) - 

(2n’ -''lb):i /V sliorta'j((' of-on daeobabad- 

Kashmore narrow' l: lUge sc'dion in Sind.. 

4 5. 

GOOXDA XCV 

Sir “ Lnited Provinces-’’ nnder 

Aef(s) ". 

GO\ LHXIXG HODA^ - 

Lleetion of a Member tor the of tlie 
Indian Resi'ardi J'\»nd Association. 
918, 1113. 

G()\ LRNMLNT(S) - 

Motion for adjaufnment re failure of—— to 
enable Mr. Siibhash Chandra Bo.se 
lo ntlend the Si'.ssion of the legislative 
As.seinbly. 14.S-40. 

Quc'stion rc — 

Date of makinf: p.aymont to an oflieof 

of-entitled to reteivt' paymenta 

on behalf of-. 871. 
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({OVEKNMFAT (S^, ruuUl. 

QiU'sl ion rr- . 

me unnin'tf f)\ n — ot 
the / ii./inif 11 )■. (iUJ (’, 

Tnf.tl wcir^lif on'ili.,'].- iSKl '-’Ivcrj 

in til*- |)<).^()1 . 770. ! 

fiOV'KItXMKN'r , AL( - 

Si't ■ l^un^';ilow(^) 

(iOVK\{\MK\r EMPr.(A KKS - 

N7'r “■ l7nrfjlo\ (“i-fs) 

ca )V ken m kw I r p \ I rv i j k - 

A'hh “ I' nmitini' , 

(JOVEJEXMKX'r. FHS \l,Vf KKI V S 

^Alotini) i(H' jnfj’oni'ntt/rni /y litrar *- .«l 
arran;Tcrn<‘rU< vvilli - - rr |).»\ nicnt 

foi' tlio imrchi'."-' in itci aUfion* livlia. 

1 “>3. 

flOVKKNMENTOF FF\oA'\ - 
S, I “ IV'M'a’, (lovi'i'iiina nl (>(’" 

(0>\'KK\.MKXr OF IN or V • 

Aloti'ii for ail join ii'M'lit /<■ failuK <>f flia 
■ -toi'N'A' w lio|(‘-lica!'l 0(1 onf I'lr-I'as'm 
in tlir iMlioii to liL^lit the totalitanaii 
Statrs. 71-72. 

Question o 

.Assis'+antsauxl rli rks in 1 he cash Inain'hesi 
of’ (he - (hliees, 42-(.‘l. ' 

((ominissfoi/ ('iiargcd hy the-on j 

artieliY rancfiasc'd 'ny His MajeMv'.-’- 
(lovi'i'niiiont (of tlie inamtenanee oil 
th(^ Siijijifx l/eiMinTneiif. Otil-tilh j 
roiniiriinal ( ornfiositior? of Indian (’isil! 
St'twiei- anii other All-fiidia Si‘i\iee| 
Olheeis hi ontrlij on ro the Seereta j 

/III. 

('onluletii f il i(’[)orts re nhiiisterial staff 
of th('-. 10‘fS. 

Df'p 1 AirT'"' it/ t!i“ woilsini' of tli<' finan 
eiaf arljie-tinfnt latwe-enthe -and 
tilt' P.ri( ish ( e.)\ ennni III. '.Mil. 

Fst d)lishiii''’it of a F.uh-r F'-ononiy 
!)eo;o I :n- rif hv the -- . -i:0-.‘).a. 

Fiist I hvision va aneiis filled m Htv — 

0(1 ices. .‘1.7. I 

OfUc '.s j)'‘niian(‘n(I\' sfiiioned and i 
tho ■ I )'-a(('(l diiriny the (‘nsnin'4 ' 
winler s-'asoM in New Dolin'. flSf-Sr,. , 
Tau’ in OfIi' < is in I fie I)ef‘artimT 4 t..s | 

and its attaehed ofliees. .W.^T. 

Lo( iti >11 of thi' and ofliia' (ifTlees in i 

(fid IV I!;i ;oid X.M., 1 ) in; c-.n.s'y. I 

Oflieers d.( ahne wnn < sf.iMi-liinc'nt | 

nnti>-n M' Of - o n,. s. .‘o'-ds. i 


ICOVKRXAIFNT iW INDl.V mnhi. 

! (t>t£estion rt ‘unitil. 

i; post" o(re.*’en to the - - Sef' 'l.iriaL 

.■\esIs<;lnt;^ fn th* Im ona tax Sei\](i, 

[• (d.inil, 

k(fa\.*.(,oo of ffo |>:;ara 'at e.'iiitiot of Ou' 

' <iv> l tl’i Sn.ojiF I < I 

27.S-,S(^ 

St‘li<i(.ai>,lii}e, ft/i' .•.pt'cial rr-iunr.!.: ;^iven! 

h\ the -or the ('aVaitta, Fort 

d’nist. ;VS2 s:F 

Sd\hs tida u an’ pi-ons it'. Hi*.' Seere- 
Fu'iat. Odd-(id. 

St irid.ird and eiadation.s ol vhee ailo]ited' 
j in Oie 

I d'eiiifi*/(;ny "t'hirii f)i\i.'iion vaiatieiee 

• filFd in the-Ollieevi, 2ii-:l7. 

j VaeaiH-ies of fieons filled in tkr -- 

: Otliie.s. :1S4(. 

! Value of Oodar Seeiirh u‘> d( ioiied 

i>\ -iron pivvii.te lioider*-, 7/(• 

! 71. 

i lle^ofnf’on // - 

i V|;|ioin( n.t'id (4 a iK-nnaiienl Miishin’ 

I’lfoiin Oflieer in ffie ee.-elatial o( 

I rfi- . {s.s -’Mi, r,(i f. 

I Foiie_\ of I'lK . {,]/ sa. 

; Sr den.ent f;>id on t'le t.dil'e /< 

1 tend.cIN nof aeeepled hy On* Ihph ('on!- 
mi,s.-.’iotU'r fo! India in jua •lui.'dng .-iloies 
for iIk - . HFl-fd. 

:0(n'FP\AfFXd OF INDIA AFT. Ihdd - 
Nie A( t('.s) 

((OVFRN.MFXT OF INDIA i‘J;.FSS(FS; - 

X/ r “ Pr( -vsfes) ”, 

COV FRN.MFXT OF LXD: \ SFFUF- 
rAH I AT 

NVe ' Seeretariat(s) ”, 

(JOV'FrxXMFN'r grAR'LFHS - 
“ ((luarters 

(;I >\ lai(X.M FXd’ H FS{ Hdadd().X - 

X ' IteHolntionfs) 

(;OV FKX M KX'V St;! iOr.AKS K IP(S) — 

/SAr “ Seliolars}ii[)(s) 

(; ijy Mt XM KXT S10 H \dOF( S) - 

Qur.«'4io7[ '/r time for lioldinir tompefitive 
exarniiiafion.s for reeriiitment to , 

201 Vila 

o ovTd; N p F V/ j ^v: a \ 11.' f, pa (. fs — 

X.x ■ RiilefM h 
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iM ) V E J {N0 R (; ER A L— 

— ’s ;iss(‘nt to BiJJs. 7B, 

A'Jf){}i)n iV»r adjoin nnii'r’A f^Mlisailowanoo of a 

inotioii tor Adjournment^ )>y tin*- 

afi-T j( was ailoui'd iiy tlu' (’hair. 210. 

/Y applicatjons t<u' -^amdlon of 

(111' - under s- . lioi* 270 o!‘ 4lic 

tuocnimont nt ludm Art, 103.T t>0S-110, 

I 10!). 

«^HAI)l<nS) - ; 

i^nostiOii rr — 

. —direct rccrmt .mont i 

coM.^idcred dchiraOlo on •I'rt.iin Stale j 

I'ailwavs. 12. 

.Pro('( diiic for maki’.” apj-uiiun.* .vn<j j 
firoaioti,iris in nm st Ici tiori po.t.- i.'r j 
non-'''’‘i rtiori - after tin mitia) J 
appoini jiicnt on certain Stati* Iva i- j 

vi.us, II. : 

•Sr 'cclior. ])os't.' or srT'r lion - on Stan* j 

i:,.']ua'’s. 20 27. 

.Sr‘]r ction p<‘ ts or sck'ction - —- spia-d'crl 1 
liy t'lr- (die 'll .Mar.aiiej.s on <*4‘jaajn j 
Stale Idol wave. l.‘P \ 

\nr - * 

<^i]csri> in /Y - 

Denial oi facilities for br'llerine ilirar' 
pfo^pi'cts to Mnslinv empio\M-s 

on ihe Past Ipaliai’j Itadwav. 1021- 
2a. 

si)1n)i(litiati' eniployocs on llie P^s'i I 
If'idian ivnd Pastern Badviws. 

1023-24. ' i 

'Muslim - in I'st ih'lisliment olTn-r's and ; 
Mipri'visopv posts on t lie [‘kist Imlian 
and Pastern Bengal J\niiwavs. i024^ I 
102a. ^ i 

I 

l/iiestiein rf ■ , 

Non- ■ of separatioii allowance to tlic I 

Imlian IMeriieal Depirtimnl. On OT. j 
N'lii-ir •olmhI ion of Indian Hill St liion 1 
Schools for t'Vir[>(,s(“S ref edimatnmal 
hv tlii^ Western Jiailway. 

<:n.\'r[iiTV(iPS)- 
Qm sfion rc - 

('n enl M- insri'uetii'ns for grant of — - to 
mm-ga’/.etted staff in laiePnow Division 
of tlic Iraban Itaihvay. lS-10. 
Incorne-tat chargial on - ]»aid to 
file non-ga/idted State Bailway em¬ 
ployer's. 2 )t)-07. 

IVaisions or — granted to (dovf'rnm^rO ! 
mnployecsat tlie Kamann (^uaran^-ii.r ; 
Station. 283-81, llOt-05. j 


inVAT INDIAN PEMNSLd.A KAJU 

WAY— 

AVe ■ B;iilw;.y f-j 'h 
JHlFPlTliS, MR. r d. 

Jiirlian Pniane<‘(No 2) Bill 

i\lot<onr to O'ijiSirh'j' and cirenlates 

;i72. 371 dTd-Tfi. 377. 37S, 370. 3M)-.s3, 
dhl So 3.S(i, 4<>4, 405, 400, 4l>8, fv2(X 
022 and SJO, 
iUABDiS) - 

(,)(*'‘stine /. 

D.i'invs i>: --- on ei'i-tani Stale BailwavFk 

vJOl. 

'‘'auiiii. il eon-"lr'iefi'’»ns in the pro- 
fiiOtjon of - irrmi grar! ' 11 to grade 
«ll -m the Amth Western Kailway. 
357 oS 

romrannal eonsidi rations iii tin' pro- 
I'lOi.on of - on thr'* N\>i4h Wostom 
Ihaiiwav. 1)14-15 

<'oiiipiainis of rlctt rioi.iuon of cy'-sight 
fr' ll (toorD Train fur want 
of el('(*trie lights in Brain.'- vans. 232 
I)isenminalion in llie matter of C)f 

fnrnitaic and utr'iisi* in Pnr»g>r au and 
Indian-- Itnnning U'k Cinr-. •-n the 
North Wrstrrr. Bsnway 232-33. 

nat of Ice PuTopean and \tvjIo- 
jnlii.a on Tedioit' Di\isioii of 
NoithWisiirn BaiKsav iToin working 
• eitam siimiting ami \an tr'ains. 
30 i. 

— on till Nollh NWosteiTi Bailway. 
33 31. 

im It'i.-c of [lav” of stall' w'orlo ■ ' as 
t<-mpr)iar\ in Die D 'Wi'ali ))ivd- 

..'C'li ot tlu P.i-;*! Indian Bailway. 
1025-2(5 

Local !'i\a-innatton ti'ir Walton Training 
Sel.ool •jiialiried —. S53-54. 

I.oss o| prospects of - in gimde 1 and 

ll by ili(' abolition of gr.de J\' on tlic 
Nortli Western B iib\.iy. 8('2-(>3. 
j'rini'iiih's and stanhrds foi- pi'cnotion 
of Bailwav .(trade II to (dmile 

TH. lohill. 

rnmiolemof gv.id,'Il t^i ijradc 

II! on tfie N'oitl. \Vc>ti‘in Bailwaw 
S'*3. 

Tb<o”iiition of Die .Vssodatiovt of Bail¬ 
wav- ril Lrn known S7l 72. 
Belit'vim! - in eeitiiii Divisions of 

tliePist 1 ndinn Baihva\ . OOS. 

Be-.sei vation of Dip pr sts of empiii'y 
clerbs, etc., for - wiDt defecDvri 
vision on Dm Nortli ^\ ('-leln Bail a ay. 
Soli »il. 
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G GAR1)(»S)— contd. 

Qii'-stioTi re confiL 

StalF \V()rkini( tc'ninorary - iji tlu' 

Howrali l)iv'isio[i of the Kast Indian | 
Railway, I02<», 

Subjecting (x'rsnns Sf-IiaTial l>y tin? 
Divisional S(‘l(;( tjon Ikiard a I Karaelii 
for training an<l ]H'oniotion as . ' 
grade II, on tin' North Wosti'nil 
Railw’av tn further tests. 22S-22ih I 

Unn'eomnuaided lanj)l(ivis's allowivl to j 
appear as reermtsi for afipointrnent as I 
-on the North W’estf'rn Railwav, I 

hvio-hi. 

U it liholdnig of ar)|>!ie;itions of Mn.-^liin 
<‘lerks ol th(‘ Railu ay Clearing Ae< oiiii: • j 
Olliee for posts of on the North 
Wk'sterri ‘lailway, b(Hb 

GWdLT, Mil. t:. f r ~ 

Rleetion of as a Menib(a- to tie 
Standing !'''iiian -o (’omroittee. 21)7. 

E\e(\ss I*i“olit i Tn.\ (Aiiiendnuait) 'bfl 
Coasidcf'ation of cl iiisi'--. M 1* f 'M . 

Indian I'1 'Mmu'-1i\ (.\tireiidnieot Rill 

Con.'.idt ration of cl iii-v-s, ‘i.'m. Rds. 

Rc'^obit i!)n iv hCced po!, of the C(.'v 
meiit of India. IS I, 

H 

RA-r (D.'.nTrrri’i'iS)^ 

AV t ' ■ Column t( i'(s) 

ll.VJ RndCRiMtS) 

AVe Rii'.p’ii!r(s) 

RAJ IMLC!UM.\Ci-: - 

V,)n< dion re slnppiii"' an aocc .'cnis loi’ 
the next III. 

HARf»\\ AR --- 

t()uesti(ai rc woilvings of tlie trdns letwcrii ' 
and Rikliikcsh on the I'Nst Indian 
Rnlw.-v. IRKk 

DAT(S) 

(Question rr NAnh Wd’stiMii R;ulway ban 
on - -agaiiLsti eiatain einployees. I 
592-08. 

HRAI) IdlAlX KVAMINKR - 

(^)u(‘stion rr extra, expenditure inenrnsl 
by not appointing an Assistant. 'Train 
Ixxarniner to ofiiciate as—^—-Bareilly. 

<)01-0.5. 

HKADgCARTDRS OFRICR - 

Qiie.ition rr, (noniotion of eletks in the 
-—-of tlic North Western .Rji.ilwa\'. 


H F AI’tQ lh\ 1: T K 11S S' T AT’ F - 
AVr “ .Staff 
IlFAf 'TH -- 

.es'ion rr eonditioiJ of- (if Mii.ster 

Aiota Singh, R;i,sakh;i Siiigdi anii 

others detain.al in Di'oli Detention 
f amp. 77.S. 

HFL)CF(S) - 

Question rr — - platbed on the lawns 
faeing the orthodox (pi irters on the 
Irwin Boa.I in Nmv Dellii. t>(>t>-<)7. 
HICK COMMISSK >N FR FOR INI>1 A— 
Stateiivit lai.1 on the t 'ble rr lowest. 
(.Cillers n.)t aecejited by the- in 
pu vbmini.'. stori's for tlu* Coveniinent 
of Inlii.' 1118-15. 

HICK .SCHOOR - 

A'( I " .''"v I loo 

iriRL SrVTION S'dfOOlA''^/ ■ 

(yio'-y'on // ii'> 11-1 ('( ognit ion of hidijrn 

for pn'p(,.<1 ('dneationnl grants tiy 
(be \oith Western lAiilw.iy. 2.88. 
Fil.XOl 

(,)n('st ioii /(' .know I( (!g(' of-jind ability 

to vide it m tbdn or Roman serijit for 
r'MTnitm-m t.o Indian Armv. 7.S2-S8. 

I Il'.I.XIddS, 

j (jhiestion i> - - and Muslim stri'iigili of 

' R; ’ Indvin Na\ v. RlidaiT. 

I 

RlXId dCDR'i.M. SIM'AlCVriOX AND 
DIN’ojR 1-: ni.F 
A'- ” Ri!l(.s; 

JIIXOC M\iDrilM> WO,Md^lX’S RICHT 
Vi) K ! ‘ V R \ T F. 1: F,S I [) ION (’ F A X I > 
.M.MN TFNANv’F B1.LC- 

A',(' “ P>ill(s) '. 

HINOr WOMFX’S RKHITS TO RRO- 
idOR'TY (AM FX[)MFX T) BILL - 
Arr Ri(|(s) 

llbS M.VIFS'Ti'S (hW T.RNMIOM' - 

(.^m stion (’( 

(kimmis.a'on eliarged Ipv the CfrviTif'. 
inent of India on ai’tielcs piireleiseit 
hy lor tlie nininUmaii'e of the; 

Sn|)plv Department. 9()1 <‘>8. 
Fhnergf'ney Coininisdon in tln^ Land 

and .Air Forces of--in Itkdia. 

970-79. 

HISTORi - 

Question rr hroadeast of Sikh religion aniT 

-hy tl)(‘ Lahore, Peshawar ;ind 

D(dhi Brixvdeasting Statioii.s. SOI. 
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UuLlDAYiS)--- 

l^iustioH re declaration of Mo slim — - aw 

licnoraJ-on the .Asvsam U(‘»gal U-aih I 

ways. j 

HOMK DKrARTMKNT - 

tV|);(in - — laid «m 'the <al)l(‘. 

7!)-SK 

'Quest ion rr — 

^Vllot laent of (o5\entnirnt ^[oarlors f.o 
file of I lie-and LegisJati\( 

I )ej:/;ntMients, 

'('oiite'i'elU i S, ( ‘rM’i’ dltieSOl 

iniU('e.s hidd at >i(i))a la-t sii'e- 
mor under th.' <fatrul of the. --- 

Dirit.ei'.s and nin/istfrial >talf of the | 

- a'i<l its attacie-d and sntn>r<li- | 
nate olViCf's who moved n|> Simla 
last sammor and <‘.\poi*fdituee iti tlici 

'iiospi r \i.A. ■ 

Q''*’ If j)i;iints rdiont the treat-1 
m ' } I. nt^ ill the ir^^'in —■—, ! 

43r):h). I 

KMFLttY.MKXT niCtdi;-' 


aoWRAK-rou/d. 

Question re -ron.fiJ. 

lYrKaaMlings of the Sf'leetima Board hf‘l(i 
Ht the Divi'.ional Odiei'., ,l’'a,st 
Indian Bai3v\ay itOr filling vneanei^'S 
of huggat^e and iA\ro(‘i SnjMV \ i 
dlKl. 

StatT vXorkiitg as iernporarv guards m 
the lh» isioTi of the .f]asfc Indian 
Jkiil\v.t\. Jngd. 

nr NO Kit sriUKKis)- 

M<-tion (m; adjoni umi-nl ic Maiming ky 
1 1)0 <h",inm at ot Beiiga.l puhlication 
of lews of in jail, etc. j 112-13. 

nvniaiAHAD (,s)N14) - 
Question /v Teprc.s'mtation for constnic- 
tinn <’d a Lfiink road frj'-n* - to 
Bomnay rui Jhidin and Viramgan). 

3ah.r>‘*.' 


IIHIAK 


A , 


!k-lKi, 

*‘norns tn* 

LM'l(f\S" - 

(jtiudion /r -- - in(‘or]>oraie(l in tin*' 

Indian l^•il)\\a^s Aim'ndnaait A< t, l!)3(>. I 
not neide aiiplieahle to Britisli jK'rti<*.i i 
ot dodhpnr Bail way. siW'eti?. j 

:iirrsK(S) - [ 

QiiC'! lot) /r - - 

As,cessment value of - — and sle.ps i 
III the Jva'^auli rantoniuent. <13, ! 
I’nvate - -• in Xrw Delhi n'sert's! 
for aeeommodation of tlie e\tra.l 
luemher.s of tlt(' \ leeroy's proposed j 
evj«i!ik-d Caliinet. 0117-98. | 

Horsixt^ s('ii!-Ar<i(S)-- -j 

(Question ri> moih‘I —in the Allahabad j 
C.intonnunS 1103. I 

HOWRAH - i 

(}u('stion rr — : 

Jnerements of p,l^ of staH' working ris 
ternpnrarv g'i.n]d,s in tlic - Divi 
sion of the Kast Indian Railway. 
i02o-2(k 

Xon-suhniission of names of Alnslirn 
eandidati'S for sekation to lower 

gazetted .serviet' from-[livi.sion 

of the East Indian RaiUvay. 1023. 


M<)ti(<n ior adjoarmneiii i, a'l!'‘eed oeenpa- 
tioii o, l!u‘ Muslim — ■ at IJurhanpur 
k\ tie- .Mdihii \, Tds. 7 ^ 0 . 

IKK \.MrI l.Ail, Ml:.. MriJAMMAl)-- 

Oalk .lOlliee. 1. 

IMlM'dtlAk IKVnU. - 
t.)u«'slion re afeon-nmvlaktMi (mI in 

th*' • tor the itek for Eash'rn 

(Jroiip (.Mnleuaiec. tihT. 

i-MKKlMAl. NKrivillAARV .IIKSKAIM’H 
[.XM’l id Ti:-- 

QiK sUoIi / I' ■ 

roinmunal ((ouj.csition td the stat! of the 
. HAT 

Aln.^um ekohs ni ik,e -- . 110,8. 

Alus > ,s, rs promoted as I.akora- 

to , 's ,>i.aous in the - . 1108, 

Mu.s I'lis in tiie Poultry Pesi'areh vSee^ 
lion nf (he - . I 108. 

l^iuu'ty of Mu dims in tlie staff of the 
. llOdOT. 

FA'i-niinent Mielim A'ct-ainary Inspect* 
ors in tlie -- . 110,8. 

<SVr also under Veterinary rvosoareh 
Inslilnte, Impiaiai.” 

IMPORTtS)- 

Qneshon rr -- -oici consumption of fn* 
«Han oofff-c in the Enited Kingdom. 
423 21. 
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IMPlIOVl'MKX'r ^J’lirST { 

Qiicp-t ion— j 

Affairs of flic Dcllii . aO. ! 

Ailtgcd nOiii-atain of tlia ^.i.w"«-rs c-l | 

/•/('//A/.v/.-' I)} tin* olliMfs of tlio iK'lliij 

— for private work. fOT US. j 

Jiuil(]iiig IiisjM'ctor o( (III* iV'llii - .1 

()(). j 

.Building ])Luis r('((‘i\'(‘d ]>\ the Delhi! 

CuMs of d(\j;.tions in tli<‘ consini. lion | 
of huildines repoited l>y the Ihiild-j 
ing fnsjie'Joi. Itt'llii - . 1 H 2 . j 

f'ases of infriri). eiiK'nl, of 'ouilding l)\i i 
U'\ (if 1 l;y f )elhi hU 7 . | 

Dom,‘ ('■ againsf the IhdMing 

pro id the l.h'llii . AS. j 

iiay-out vif the-plotfc' in eorlaiii i 

areas ill Dellii. So. } 

]Jen on his ];ost nltov'.ed to a certain i 
(unployee of tlie Delhi • . hUS- j 

Ufh ' ; 

]\l('(alling of roads, cfc.. ia K.^rol BagI;, i 
Jft'ihi, liy the Delhi - . hu*) 07 . • 

.Nolii'cs issued for eonfra\ent ioji of the, 
terms of .sariefion granted by the! 

.D(dhi-. 7 ) 3 . 

Otheer.s and stalf of the .[)elhi- 

6 K 0 . 0 I. • 

3 h‘(>;eeulj(wes saneliotud ]iv the .[)elhi ^ 

— .7** ' 

JtesigrmtioH of stalf of the l)(dhi - - •! 

j 

Staff of (fie Delhi (■» 2 . I 

S.b'jis taken fiy tiie Delhi - for plant- ! 
ing frees am! slirnhh'ry in Karol 
f?agh, Delhi. tiUh. ' j 

Suhordinatr's and elerks u'no ^voiked j 
undir the Ihiilding In.speetor of the' 

Dv'Ihi - and n signed. ftiS. j 

JN('OMD(S)— 

t^tui'stion re eafering as a source of-to 

Ifailw'ay administrations. 3 ()U- 01 . 

INDDMK d’AK — 

Qiu'stimi rr —— ehargeri on yratn j 
jiaid to tlie non-ga/et ted Stale Kail- 
Avay employees. 3 ()<)- 07 . 

]X( 0 !\ 1 K-TAX (AiMEAlDlKX'P) BII.L- 

Sce “ fndian— ’’under “ Jh!l(s).” 
IXCDAD' PAX DKI’ACTMKXT- 
Question rf reeiuitmout of relations of 
employees in the —-- Prinjab, IXorth- 
AVest Frontier and .Delhi rroviuces. 
hh-tiO. 

I 


IXFDMlvT'AX FXAM1XP:H(S)— 

C^ne.stioii /f' Jmome-tax Officers and 
in the Feeipany Distriels at Oah 
eO.ta. (iU. 

J XDOM F-’l'AX LAW AM FXDM FNT 
lilLI. 

*S7e • Bilks}.” 

1 X< 'DMIvTAX () P V 1 VV: \{{ S) - 
Dne-tion I' - and I'Aaminers in the 
f'ompan_\ l)isfiu(.-i at CaU'uUa. (iU. 

IXf'O.vUvTAX SFBVKdv 

(^uesfion rr jiosts oiferetl to the (hum-n- 
li’ciit of India SfN.i-ct'iiiat assiptanis in 
fhe class n. I(;h7-l)8. 

IX<’(L\\'FXIFXD1:(S)— 

(.^U'-.li,)n re-suifererl by third class 

]»ar^^( nget"-. on the lacobahad-Kashinoi’c' 
Liiilw .1 \ in Siud. i) h, 

IXFBKMKX'PtS) — 

(de>n re 

- :n the perci'nlage of firomofions of 

j'oulir.e ei<'rks in giade 11 v>\ the (.'hi(‘f 
\e( omits Olliia r (/t th'' North Western 
Fnd\\ay. Stit'-tU. 

of pay ol stall a-oihing as tempo- 
Torv guards in llu' Ifmvrah Division of 
the Fast Indian j\ad>Nay. Ut^o- 
IM) 


IXDfAXd , 

Mel am for adjournment vr nomPF.'iimiation 
of non-o!li(ial m pren'Citative — vsitli 
ti'e F.as’o'rn firou[) Fimfereiiee. 7,7- 
7P). 

nest ion / f - 

.D» .sirahility of leernitnTeiit of —- of all 
castes and creeds to the Indian Army. 
77h-NO. 

J’digihility of - for the Air 

Force m liuiia. hP)7. 

Jnade(|nate Tepre.-,c ntatioii of-in 

th<‘ Fort'Prusts. 2-4. 

JXDfAX AlH FOKDF— 

Question re .seleetion of candidates for the 
'Pc'chnieal Sefiool eoniieeted witli tk© 
-. J017. 

JNDIAX AKBITRA'PION BILL— 

#See “ l>ill(b).” 

INDIAN ARMY— 

Srr “ Army(ics).” 
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INDIAN ARMY ORDNANCK CORPS - INDIAN FINANCE (No. 2) BILL— 
OiK'Htioii VC examination for rccniiiinont Bill( 


to the --— . til. 

INDIAN AUDIT AND A('COUNTS vSFR- 
VICK EXAMINATION— 

(^)iu*stion TP {l('];)y ill making aj»])ointnu'nt'^ 

of caiKiid.iteH .uu-eessful in the-of 

VX'A), 201. 

INDIAN I’ANKS— 

Sffi “ Bnnl\(,s).” 

INIUAN EPOKIOKS)- 
N( c " Bmkc'i'ls).'’ 

INDIAN ('A’!'EPIN(i SYSTEM— 

NVr " CatcLinj: syst( m.” 

INDIAN ('KlIIS'flANS - I 

" ('liri.stivni(s).” I 

INDIAN C'lVIL SEPVR'E— 

(^iK'.slion re eonni\unal coriipo^ifioo oi ■ 
--— and oliKi Vll-India sei‘\i<'(‘ Ofli- 
et'i's liroiiylit on to tfi(' (Jovernment of 
India Seeictaiiat. t)(jtjd)4. 

INDIAN (T)FEKE— 

Srp “ ColIe(\” 

INDIAN (’OEEE ('ESS COMMITTEE— 
(hiestion re.-- 

lC\j)enditure hy the - on ]»r<'()a- 

f^anda in India. '120-27. 

Ex I'(‘ThI it lire liy thr' - — on .salariy.s and 
])ro])aeanda activiticK of the I>ondoii 
’^larki'l ICxpansion Hoard. 121. 

I!e.s((ill 1 ion re S(.'raj)j)ine of llu‘ London 
(\jH’ee Market ILxpan.sion Board hv the* 
-oi l 31. 

INDIAN ('OINAOE (AMENDMENT) 
HILL— 

See Rilhs).” 

1NDIAN COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) 
HILL— 

See “ Bill(8).” 

INDIAN EMIGRATION (AMENDMENT) 
BILI^- 
Sce “ Bi]l(s).” 

INDIAN ENTERPRISE— 

(Question re cneourageinent to-for 

mannfa('tiiring aircrafts, motors or for 
building shipn. 0()7-()8. 

INDI AN E VIDENCE (AiMEN DMENT) 

BILL— 


INDIAN GUARDS— 

See “ Guard(H).” 

INDIAN IIILI. S'l’A'lION SCHOOLS— 
See “ Hill Stalimi Seliool(s).” 

INDIAN 1 X('OMi: 'fAX (AMENDMIXNT) 
BILL 

Nre “ Rdf's).” 

ixidw iNsrri'UTE of S(;ienck— 

Miftion te • leetion ol a iMember on the 

('.aim'll of the -, Bangalore. 88- 

KP. 

INDIAN IdSTENEH - 
(^nestidii re <*\p( ndit nre iriMirred by the 
Co\erm ient on the bOO-Dl. 

INDIAN MKCILVNIC(S)~ 

Sei. M( hanie(s).'' 

INDIAN MlODICAL DEPARTMENT— 
(i)n(‘?tion re— 

Dill’erential IreaOnent itieted out to tho 
-. fib. 

Non-irrant of sepiration allowance to 
th(' — -. bb (17. 

1N D! AN M f: H C H -\ N ]) IS K M A R K S 

(AMENDMENT') BILl^ 

See " Pdll(s).'’ 

INDIAN MEIU'IIANT SHIPPING 
(AMENDMENT) BILL-- 
See ” BilKs).” 

INDIAN MINES (AME.NDMEXT) HILI^ 
See. Billfs).” 

INDIAN NAVY— 

See “ Na\ y.” 

INDIAN NAVY (DLSCD'LINE) AMEND- 
MENT BILI^ 

See ” 0111(8).” 

INDIAN NAVY (DISCIPLINE) SECOND 
AMENDMENT BILl^ 

See “ Biil(s).” 

INDIAN OFFICER— 

See “ 0fficer(8).” 

INDIAN PILGRIM- 
Nee “ Pilgrim(s).” 

INDIAN PILGRIM SHI PS- 


Nee “ Bi]I(8).” 


See “ Pilgrim Ship(s).” 
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JXDTAX PILOTS - 
SW' ‘‘ l’i1()t(s).” 

hXDlAN poirrs- 

Sfe “ P{ir(is).” 

1N1)^A^’ ILMLWAA S- 
*SV Pailwav(s).” 

IN DI AN P A JLWA VS AM LX DMKN'F 

ACr - 
SVfi “ Aft(s).'’ 

IN I )L\N }\A\hWA VS (AMENDMENT) 
B(LL~- 

See Billfs).” 

INDIAN PAJIAVAYS (SIX'OND AMl^ND- 
MKN'r) JPLL- 
<SV« “ pj])(.s).” 

IN I )IAN ECnSTPATlON (AMEND- 

MLNT) PILD- 
S'ee “ JLl](>s).” 

INDIAN PvEPPOvSENTATION— 

See IL'pi'csontat i()ji(s).‘' 

INDIAN HESEAPAJJI FUND ASSOCIA¬ 
TION— 

Election of a Monihor for thi* Govorniivj 
Body I'f l!io - — . II i;C 

See also Bi'scaircli Fund Association, 

Indian.” 

INDIAN SALE OF (JOODS (AMEND- 
MFNT) BILL - 
See “ PilKs)." 

INDIAN S TALLS- 
See “ St;dl(s).” 

IN DT AN d'Ai; IFF (AMENIXM FN'l’) 

BILL - 
See “ Bil](s).” 

INDIAN TAHIFK (SKCUXD A.MKND- 
MKNT) HILF^ 

See “ BiU(.s).” 

INDIAN W OltKS OF DEFENCE (AMENIL 
MENT) BILL~- 
See “ Bill(s).” 

JNDlANTSAdTON - 

Qnc'slion re - of the posts of Loco 

Foicinon and Inspectors on the North 
\V(“sk‘rn Bailway. 881-82. 
INDO-CHJNA- 

Question re. dis(anc('s of-from Bengal 

and Assam. 50.3-64. 


1NDITSTB TAL W()B K ER(S)— 

See ” \\'orkcT(s).” 

INDUSTKV(IES)— 

Quest ior» re creation of new -- or 

workshops on ])onrnncnt Basis and Gov* 
cri.incnt Sulj.sidy tlicris^n. 427-28, 

INFERlOB AND LABtdJR SERVICE— 
Question re atlinission ol the —-—• cinjiloy- 
ces on State BailwaaS to tht' privilege' of 
contributing towards provident land 
856-5/7. 

INFERIOR SERVTCE(S)— 

Question re pc-rcentage iX'scrved for 'Mus¬ 
lims in Labour and - on State- 

Railways. 356 57. 

INFERIOR STAFF ■ 

Q)nes(ion re.-- 

Non-applicability f)! tlio fundamental 
leave ruk's to - of the Goods 
Depot at Wadi Bunder on tlu' Great 
Indian IVn insula Railvay. 5S. 
Pimeentage of leave rc'seiTc' for the Ih’af- 
Iie Teehnieal ---■ on tlie NorJh 
Western Railway, 876. 

INFERIOR SERVAN3\S) • 

Question re roer.iitinent of Siklis as- 

in the Oftiee of tlie Militaiy Sciert'tary 
and tlu' Brivate Secretary to His 
Excellency tlu' V'ieevoy, t)l.3. 

inspj:(:tor(S)-- 

Question re — 

Building -of the Dellii Improve¬ 

ment Trust. 66. 

Case.s of deviations in the eonstriietion of 
huildinys rt'ported liy the Building 

-, Delhi Jmprovenu'nt Trust. 

012 . 

Hohh'rs of the appointments of Trans¬ 
portation -“in the Moradabad 

Division, East Indian Railway, 

601. 

R('pr(‘sentation from tlie State-iTi.annged 
railway administrations for allow'ing 
second class passes to-and Assist¬ 

ant —. 36.5. 

Subordinates and clerks wlio W'orked 

under the Building-of the Delhi 

Improvement Trust and resigned, 
908. 

INSPEtTOK OF WORKS— 

Question re qiialilied Muslim - not 

allowed to oflieiate a.s Assistint Engine¬ 
ers on the North Western Railway, 

44. 
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]xs'riaTrn()N(S)-^ 


[RAX - 


Question re~ 

Cii ( ular - --— for ^rant of LTcatnity R) 
non-^a'/cttcd staff in f^ucknow l>i\i- 
sion of tho Ka.st Indian Kailv.av’. 
IS-19. 

-— tor rxcpss r('S(‘rvation for Mus¬ 
lims in tile var-ancics ol‘ works n istr.es 
by liu' (k'rn ral Mnriaetw, Xoitli \\i'st- 
cni Hailuay. .SdlMij. 

IssiH' of cerlain - for ani[>lifiea< ion of 
lvn!e‘M of 1 hr Railway S(‘r\icr (<'lasd- 
. lication, Conlrol anfl ApjH-nl) Rnk-s. 
S(»7. 

Jssnr of - — re riitrirs in “('asff'’ 
rolninn of the (Vnsus Ivrhirns. 

77lf 7f. 

IAsrRAX('t: (AMFXi)MFXT) lill.L- - 


Qnrslion rc spoeial pil;^riiii passes rcrpiirod 
by Indian pilgrims for-and Iraq. 

sl 

IRAQ - 

(^ii<“s(ion re spe(‘ial pilgr-im passes re- 
(piifi-d bv Indian pilgrims for Iran and 
• S. 

]Ri’i‘:(;ui.AKiTY.'ii<:s)— 

(^ii 'sRon /' - 111 tlu‘ running of special 

ti'.ii"! on lh(; Xorih Western Kailway, 
-fl l.~). 

!R\\;\ iroSRlTAL 

(^)uoslM'n O' rompl.'iints about the treat- 

men< of pati'-nts in th(' -, Xew 

Delhi. 19.7-IP). 

IRWD\ RDAD- 


s<r “ Ri]|(s).” 

J X SIR AX VK CO Vi] W X Y {1 lOS) - 

(^iies)ion re enactment of legislation en¬ 
abling - to buv Defence i>onds. 

77(1. 

iXI’KRDST CTIARCIKS— 

|)(nnanil for Mxeess (Irani in respect’ of 

1079. 

JX'ri-fKMKDIATh: CLASS - 

I 

(Qnrslion re ])ro\ ision of tniiibha’ switches I 

for controlling ligiit.s in -- caiTiai:(‘s. i 

1017-lS. 

IXTLPvM LLlATi: CLASS (fARRlACL(S)— 

See “ Carriage(s).” 

JXTIf RXATIOXAL DA ROUK COX }■ LR- 
ICXCL - 

J)raft ('onvention and Ib'eomniendations 
adopted by the —— (laid on the table). 
1028-59. 

INTLRNATTOXAL SAX rPAK Y COX- 
VKXTION— 

Que.stion re ratification of the - of 

Paris. 141-42. 

lX9d^:KVAL(S)— 

(Question re - for washing of the 

pas.song(‘r carriages running on branch 
liiu's of the North Western Railway. 
9-10. 

INVOICE TYPISTS— 

See “ Typist(s).” 


(,)n('s! ion />’ 

Hedge- plantfsl on th(' lawns facing tho 

orilmdox (pi'irters on the-in N(^w 

Delhi. 000-07. 

Vacant piece of lard on the north side 
behind tlu’ orllmdov quarters on tlie 
-, New Dellii. OSS. 

ISMAIL KHAX, H-\Jl CHACDlfCRY 
AM’HAMM \D— 

(^Ine^lion ir — 

(Vnnmnnal eom))osi(ion of th(' staff f)f 
th(‘ Impi'i'ial Wterirary Ifesoarch 
Institute. O'.C). 1107. 

Inadequate Imlian n [iirscmtation in tho 
Calcutta Port'l'nisl. 229. 

Muslim eleiks in the Imperial Veterinary 
Resi'areh Institute. 090, 1 lOS. 

Muslim rliv.ssers j-romoted as Laboratory 
Assistants in the Imperial Veterinary 
Research Institute. 095, llOS, 

Ahislim rej I’essaitatiun in cdher classics 
of service not to he alb-eted by hig}i(*r 
perecntagt^ of Muslims in the posts of 
dre.sscrs. 095-90. 

Afuslims ill the ])ouItry research section 
of the Imperial Veterinary Research 
Institute. 090,1108. 

Non-employment of Indian Banks and 
Indian brokers for short doposito 
biisinc.s.ses of the Calcutta Port Trust. 
230. 

Non-employment of Indian brokers by 
the Calcutta lA^rt Trust for purchas¬ 
ing telegraphic transfers of the Loe.al 
Exchange Banks to the United King¬ 
dom. 229-230. 
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ISMAIL KlfAN, HAJI CTrAUJMIUKY 

y\VHA^n\\l)-rm>td. 

Qiiostioii re ^conld. 

Paucity of Muslims in the staff of llic 
liUjK'rial V^-trrinary Itrscar.'ii Insti¬ 
tute. ()9:t-!)5, tUHi', llOn-OT. 
IVrmnTK'ut Aruslim Wterinarv Inspca t- 
ors in th{‘ Imperial Veterinary Ke- 
sc'areli Instilute. 1)90, 111)8. 

ITALIAN DLTLM (S)-^ 

SVe “ L)('tenu(s).” 

J 

JACOLABAD-KASHMORL— 

Question re sliortafjje of p)o<ls wapons on 
-- - narrow iijain^c' s{*etion in Sind. 
4-5. 

J A('()LALAD-K.^SHMORE RA11AVA V - 
SV ‘‘ Railway(s) 

JAr()13ARAI)-KASHMORL SfX'd'roN- - 
Qiu'st ion re — 

Dt'duetions niad(' from tlie salaries 
of the ,!:?ani» staff on . 855. 

Reduction of tlu' Lnnp: Staff mi-, 

North Western Railway, to .Lo^\el• 
scales of }iav. 851-55. 

dAIL(S)— 

iMotion for Adjouriiiumit rr hanniny hy 
tlu' (toveriniUMit of Pme/al puhliea- 
tion of ne\\s of luinyer sti'ikes in - 
etc. II 12-13. 

JAMES, AIR. E. E.— 

Excess Profits 'Lax (Ammidment) Rill - 
Motion to I'ei'er to Select Committee 
888, 889, 890. 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Rill -- 

iMotions to consider and to circulate. 
312, 347, 411, 413, 415, 154, 108, 
409, 475, 023-35. 

Indian ln<-om(*-tax (Amendment) Rill 
Motion to consider. 951, 955. 

Rcsitvo Rank of India (Third Amend¬ 
ment) Rill -- 

Motion to consider. 203, 204. 
Resolution re scra[)piny of the London 
CotTee Market Exjiansion Board by the 
Indian Coffee Cess Committee. 514, 
519-22. 

JEDDAH- 

Question re shippino; fares from Indian 

j)orts to-and low speed of certain 

Pilgrim Sliips. 142-44. 


.lEHANCIR, SIR COWASdr - 

('antonments (.Amendnumt) Rill— 

(Vmsideration of clauses. 249-51, 252. 

Exc' ss Profits 'fax (Amendment) Rill - 
A^o'imi to refer to Select Committee. 
89 ). 

Finance Ah'inhor's statemint on tho 
tinaneial ])osi!ion. 100. 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Rill - 

Motion lor leave to intnuliice. 102. 

AIoli(»ns to consider and to circulate. 

310, 392, 111, 410, 421, 422, 440, 
442, 455, 400, 479, 738-47, 752. 
Motion for leave to introduce in the 

form recomnu'ndc'd. 885. 

Indian Tneome-tax (Amendment) Bill - 
Motion to consider. 950-59. 

Indian Navy (Diseipliiu’) Amendment 
Bill- - 

Motion to eonsidiT. 238-39. 

Indian llailnaNs (Amendment) Bill - 
Motions to riler to Sel(*et Commit t('(3 
and to eireulati'. 939. 

Motion for Adjournment re closing down 
of the branch line hi'tweiMi Shoi’aniir 
and Nilamhur in the Malabar llistriel. 
1<)89. 

Question (Supplementary) re— 
Assignment by thi' A. JL C., India 
I'deet rie (.'om[)any, J./imited, im‘or])o- 
rated in (euananv, or tlu ii’ hiiMiu'ss, 
a--.si‘ts, et('., to ei'i'tain parlii's in 
Rom hay. 128, i29. 

Delay in holding the Autumn Session 
of the Legi'-'lative Assiutihly. 133. 
Ri'laxation of t]u‘ hnatu ial control of 
Hk' CoverniiKMit of India over the 
Supply 1 )(‘pailm(Mit. 279. 

War Donations and Investments (Com¬ 
panies) liil! 

Motion to consider. 299-91. 
JINNAIL MB. M. A. - 

Indian k'inanee (No. 2) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate, 
395, 399, 311, 379, 380, 419, 489, 
921, 933, 959, 812, 819-28. 
dODTIPCR BAJLWAY— 

)SV^ “ Raihvay(s) 

40SHL MR. N. M.- 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill— 

Motions to eiMisidiT and circulate. 
397, 453-57, 491, 492, 911, 745, 749, 
835. 

Indian Railways (Amendment) Rill—- 
Alotions to refer to Select (5)mniittea3 
and to circulate. 927, 928, 933. 
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JOSHI, .MIT N. M.^coff/4. 

Motion rr o{' three rnf‘ni])ers fn'‘ 

tlie StaiidiiiL!: (Jo’oniitke .-iltachcd to 
t!.<-iK'pn'tnu'idof Su|*])ly. t)E>2I, 922. 

^Motion for Adjouninicnt /r eioNin^ of 
llie (dvimlpiir Siau-Eijnor seelion t>r 
the Oajraida M iifizzaaiipnr Xarain 
Ihanch of the East Indian Railway. 

loot. 

Xoiniiiation of— - to the l\iiud of Chair^ 
null. 211 . 

Qu^‘s‘ i(jn /r - 

Chaniud of proniolion for firemen on 
the (Ireaf. Indian Renciaiila Rad¬ 
way. .‘U-.d2. 

KstaldiMinient <il' a eentral control 
room at Kalyan. fit. 

WorkiniJ! of the Bombay Mnhitih flnii 
iService on the (ireaf Indian R(min- 
sula Railway liy certain drivt-r.'^. (>l 

(^U'stion ‘Siippt-iuentary) re - 

('ommissioii eharued 1)V th(‘ (ioveri!- 
mmit of Ill'll,I on articles j5nrcha-;.(t 
l)v' Ills Maj'sLv's (tovernment for lh<' 
maintenanee of the 8u|)[)ly Jh-part- 
ment. 9(12, 

iDacca .Mai! disaster. 351. 

Ex]X‘nditnre liy tlic Indian ColTee (dc^s 
(Jommiffi'C on propattanda activities 
in India. 42(1. 

Inadequate Indian reprcsmitation in 
'the Port dVnsts. 3,4. 
indi'inities suflered by fndian Lavsears 
in South Africa. 135 3(1. 

Issue of one ru])ee notes. 7(17. 
J7'rc(Uita^(‘ H'.servd for Muslims in 
labour and inferior servi(*es on Stale 
Railway.s. 357. 

Persons tried, convicted or didained 
without trial under the Defence of 
India Act. 91(1. 

Punjabi di'kiins eonhiKMl in the Deoli 
Detention Caiu}), 777, 77S, 

Reeruitnient of Indian Phrislians to 
ih(> SulK^rdinab' an<l Sup(‘rior Ser¬ 
vices of the Stah^ and (.ompany- 
manaued Railways. 5(13. 
Recruitment of olheers in the Supply 
Department through the National 
vStuwiee Commitk'e. 90(1. 

Votablo and non-votahle expenditure 
sanctioned outside the Budget. PJ8, 
199. 

Re.solution re— 

Appointment of a Committee of the 
(Jentral Legislature regarding economy 
in war expenditure. 542. 


dOSlir, MR. N. M -^concM. 

Rosol(11 i(>n re— coiitd. 

A[)|)ointment of a (Vmnnittee to examino 
the conditions of Detenus under 
the Deh'iiec of India Act. 550 
53, 55 I. 5()(). 

Appointment of a Permanent Muslim 
Jhlyiini Odiier in the Secretariat of 
the (lovernnient of India. 187. 
FisenI Eoli( V of the Covernnumt of India. 

I 170-72. 

j Seripimig of the fxmdon ColTee Market 
, < \'()'nee n Ik.ard >>y tlio Indian 

' (‘oiler (Vss ('ommiilee. 530. 

MOURXFV- 

(^nestion re arringrtncnt of tlirough rail¬ 
way - - from l)a((a, and Shillong to 
Cawnpoiv and Jmekiiowq 1018. 

JOUR.XFA'MAXiFX)— 

(2u''sl ion rr — 

(dmmunal eomposition of-appoint- 

<‘(1 in eert'iin shops on the North 

\\\-.s(ern Riilway. 58. 
lv\(Tu.’ion of non-Muslims from pro- 
mol ions as — lattdy made on the 
North W'estern Railway. 587. 

CDPdAI. SFRAR.VrjDX— 

‘Vrr “Hindu-—and Divorce Bill 
under “ Billfs) 

iaN(JTl(L\{S)- 

Question re want of shunting facilities at 

Bukhtinrpur-of the Ka.st Indian 

Railway. 319. 

IDRISDICMIDN - 

Qu(‘sti()n rr tl(*sira])ilitv of enlarging tho 
appellate —-of the Federal Court. 
139-140. 

K 

KALAT- 

(^bie.stion ?*r .S(‘heme for prevejiting raids 
into Sindh from Baluchistan and — —. 
230-231. 

KALVAN- 

Question re estahlishment of a central 
control room at ——(34. 

KAMARAN— 

Question re —■ 

Dutit'S and emoluments of the Civil 
Administrator, Kamaran. 349-50. 
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KAMARAX cnnUL 
QiioHlion re -ro/if'l. 
reiisioiis or gratuities {'rantial to tJoA 


ernnient ('tnplovces at ihc^ - - Qu;i 
rantiiK' Statioji. 2S3-.St, J 104-05. 
(Quarantine station at —*—. 307. 

KAHA(JHi- 

(Qiu'st ion re — 


i'Mlin;^^ up of eortain vaeancif'S of 
recently oeeiirrine^ in the — - 
sional Oitiee of the North \\ 

It a il wav. oS7-SS. 

Non-8in(Iiii ^fuslinis in clerical posts ii 
th(‘ ol'lice of the J)ivi.sionai Sufxain 
tendciit, Xoi’th Western llailw.i'y, 

sr)i-r)2. 

Suhji'ctin^ persons selected l)y tli(‘ l)i\i 
sional Selection Hoard at — for 
training and j)roniotion as .guards, 
j^radc II, on the- North Western Kad- 
way to further tc'sts. 228-221). 

KAROL RAOH-^ 

(Question rr — 

('onnc'ctincT of drains with S(‘\\('rs in —, 
Delhi. ‘707. 

J)iiinpirn.!: of carcases of animals near 
-, D('lhi. ()5. 

Kasement li^dits infrin^axl hy construc¬ 
tion of open storm water drains in 
, Delhi. 70S. 

Dnliancement of annual tmaniiiin of 
Ndznl plots in - , Delhi. 707-08, 

Dailure to name or li-j:ht streets in the 
Xaiwada area of , Delhi. 080. 

Incomplete sewerage in -, J)elhi. 

700-07. 

Information given to the- Police^ 

Station, Dellii, about the pre.sence of 
a gang of cainiinals called Bauriyas. 

981. 

Location of a tuberculosi.s clinic in-, 

Delhi, 02. 

jMetallirig of roads, etc., in-, Delhi. 

bv the Delhi Improvement Trust. 
900-07. 

Non-naming of certain roads in , 
Delhi. 54. 

}h-oviding of electric lights in-, 

Delhi.’ 708. 

Pnwision of lights on certain roads in 
- , Delhi.' 54. 

Provision of parks in-, Delhi. 54. 

Shifting of the dumping ground for dead 
animals from -—Delhi. 907. 


KAROL BA(;H -rm?/d. 

(Question re - contd. 

Shifting of the tuberculosis clinic; from 
-Delhi. 54. 

Steps taken by the Didhi Imjcrovemcait 
Trust for planting trees acid sbrubbcM'V 

in -, Delhi. 900. 

Uns itisfactorv <-ondition of Xaiwala in 
-.Delhi'. 51. 

KASAULI 

(Question re assessment value of houses and 
shops in the Cantonimmt. 03. 

KAZMI, (QAZI MUHAMMAD AHMAD- 

(Question (SupphniR'iitary) r<’ ])rivate 
houses in New Delhi icsiavc'd for 
accommodation of thee.vtra mcmbcTs of 
th(‘ Viceroy’s propohcd (‘.\})anded 
('abmet. 098. 

‘KRMEXDINK” - 

(Que.stion re sinking of the steamer --, 

5(;0, 981-82. 

KHALASI(S)— 

(Qu(‘stion re alk'Lnal utilisation of fh(* ser¬ 
vice's of— - by the oflice'i'H of th(‘ Dc'lhi 
Tmprovc'inent Trust for private wfiih. 
907-08. 

KHANXA, MR. L. X. - 

(Question re re])atriation of-’s wife and 

daughter from SiideR'idand, (Jennanv. 
775-70. 

KEY BUR PASS— 

Alotion for adjournment re prohibition of 
visitors from entc'i lng the --—. 430-38. 

KURHURVAIU- 

CQnestion re n'spnnsi])ilitv of the Manager 
in respect of rhe coal-mine Disastc'f at 
—. 280-87. 

L 

LABORATORY ASSISTANT(S)— 

(Question re Muslim dressers promoted as 
-in the Imperial Veterinary Re¬ 
search Institute. 095, 1108. 

LABOUR— 

Question re percentage reserved for Mus¬ 
lims in-and inferior services on 

State Railways. 350-57, 

LA BOOR COX FERENCE, INTERNA- 
TfONAL- 

Se^' “ International Labour Conference.” 
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LAROUR drpartmrxt- 

Qu(‘rttion r(^ - 

('ont'r-n'rrrf'h', rmnniittr'os' or Hti1)-roin- 
mitto's li^'ld -di Simla Iasi siimmrr undrr 
the (’Oiitrol of I he - - . (hd -Gfh 
OfheerH <'ind fiiiiiisierial stfiff of the 
(.ahour hopailrnent who niovi'd up to 
Simla last summer and ex|>endi(nro 
incurred in the Move. GGO-Gl. 
RetentioTl of almost entire juinish iial 
staff of - in New Delhi durln^ the 
last summer. 900. 

LAfU)l'RKk{S)^ 

DiiiMtion re rc'-classiflcati<m of works Mis* 

tries as “-” on the North Western 

Railw'ay. 504. 

LAHOKt: - 

Question /r - 

Allegations of brihery against the .Ma/ia 
ger of the Medical Stor(‘S Depot. 

775. 

liroadeast of Sikh religion and history 
by the — . JVshawar and Dellii 
Droadc.asting Stations. 8(il. 

Clerks employc’d in certain Meetions of 
the Railway Divisional DlVne.-•* . 

(»S-()9. 

LAiioPK Divisrox - 

(Cteslion rc exemption of tlie Curopc'an 
and Anglo-Indian gtiards on - (d 
X(utli Wh'Htern Railway fiami working 
Cel tain shnnting and van trains. 3(it. 

LAf.CIfAND NAVALRAl, MR.— 

Cantonments (.Amendment) Bill - 
('onsideration of clauses. 240-17. 

Code of Criminal Ih-ocedure (Amendment) 
Bill (amendment of scetion 4)— 
Alotion for leave to introduee. 221. 

Code of Criminal Procedme (Amendment) 
Bill (amendment of section 250). - 
Motion for leave to introduce. 221. 

Ex(‘csa Prolits Tax (.Amendment) Bill- 
Motion to consider, 1118-19. 
C'Onsideration of clauses. 1121. 

Hindu Women’s Riglvt to Property 
(Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 
989. 

Indian Evidence (Amendment) Bill— 
Motion for leave to introduce. 221 

Indian Pinanee (No. 2) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 
338-45, 823. 


LATXTTAXD XAVAkRAf, mi.—coniff. 

Indian Navv (Dis* ipline) Amendment BilD 
M(ttioir (o con»idcr. 239-240. 

Indian Bailwavs (Ainerndmcjit) Bill - 
Motions to ivfcr to Select Committee and 
to circulate. S93-90, S99, 93/, 939. 

Indian Sale of Co(hl-i (AuumdiJicnt) Bill—■ 
Mol‘Oil to cDUhidcr, Kail, B>()2. 

Indian W'/>rks of Dehmec (Amendment) 
I'ili-- 

Motion toc/Die idor. 230. 

I.and A( rpiisn n (Amcndnici.l) Bill- 
Mi hoi: for Ic.ive to introduce. 995. 

Motion foi- adjoumn'eiit re- 
Clo.sifig down of tin Inaiich line bctwTcn 
Shoranur .nul Xilaipbiir in tlm Alala- 
bai District. 1091-92. 

Dacca Mud disastm*. (20-21. 
iaiwlcssncss in Sind. ln9-50. 

Motion to cutisider the Report of tho 
Public \<<‘Ounts Committee. 1093-00, 
l(»7C 

Question rr — 

Admission the inhrior and labour 
service employees on St .ate Bailways 
lotlu' privilege of cuntrihiiting towards 
Provident bund. 8.>11-57. 

Advisability of liolding competitive 
examinations for recruilment to the 
subordinate service on Die North 
\\’cRt(*rn Railway. 220-227. 
Advisability of withdrawing the Covern' 
ment Resolution on Communal Reser' 
vatioii of appointments in public 
services. 205-00, 

Ap])()intment of eandidate.s in the Po&ts 
and Tclegiaphs suhoidinate service in 
the Sind and Baluchistan Circle with¬ 
out the production of valid domicile 
certificates. 350-00. 

Appointment of unqualified persons in 
the Sind and Baluchistan Postal 
Cindc. 509-70. 

Attendance on employees’ families by 
nurses employed in the Medical De¬ 
partment of tho North Western Rail¬ 
way. 9. 

Communal considerations in the promo¬ 
tion of guards from grade II to grade 
III on the North Wk'sieru Railway. 
3.57-58. 

Commun.al reservation both on appoint- 
mciit and eonlirmation of new recruits 
on the North Western Railway. 
7-8. 
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L.\LrHANI) NAVAL]^\[, MR.— 

<^ucsti()n rr cojif'L 

C\jru[)laiiUs of (li'tcrioration of <‘yo-siV}jt 
from (j1(;o(Is Train (Jiinrds for Miuit of 
ck'rtric lights in hiakc-vnns. 232. 

Cn^ation of ik'av industries or \\orkshops 
on permanent l)asis and (Jovcrnmont 
sii))sidy thereon. 427-2S. 

Ci-eatio!i of tlie Su|)ply I)i'partnient and 
its functions and uorkinc;. 2S.5. 

Devaluation of Assistant Station Mas¬ 
ter’s grades on the AioiTh Western 
Railway. 874. 

Disehai’L^e of eiutaiii W orks Mistri(\s it) 
th(' |{a\valpiudi Division of tlie North 
Westtan R;iil\\ay on (‘oi.nniinal 
grounds. /)S9-t)0. 

Jlischarge of staff controlleci by the 
General Manager by the Divisional 
Sipierintendtuit, of the North W’estern 
Railway. 11,857. 

Discrimination in the matter of passes 
and privilege tickt t orders IxTwetm an 
adopted and step-son on State' Rail¬ 
ways. 355-56. 

Disci’iminatiori in the matb'r of scale of 
furniture and utensils in Kuropt'an and 
Indian Guards Jtunning Rooms on the 
North Western Itailway. 232-233. 

Educational assistance to the children 
of cmploycM's on the North W'estern 
Railway. 588. 

Eligibility of the night vision failed 
station masters gioup staff for certain 
appointTnc'iits. 871. 

Excess payments by the ('mployc('S of j 
the North Western Railway to the i 
ITiilway .Mc'dieal Staff. 8-9. 

Exclusion of non-Musli)ns from promo¬ 
tions as Journeymen lately made on 
the North WT stern Rail\\ay. 5S7. 

Exemption of the Ruropea.ti and Anglo- 
Indian guards on Lahore Division of 
North Western Railway from working 
eertain shunting and van trains. 
361. 

Ex})l ination of railway employees in 
case of enhancement of ])unishment 
already mtlic-ted. 10. 

Tilling up of certain vacancies of clerks 
recently occurring in the Karachi 
Divisional Ollicc of the North Western 
Railway. 587-88. 

Holding in abeyance orders in respect of 
C('rtam bridge staff memorialists of the 
North-WTsten Railway. 871-75. 


LALCHAND NAVALRAJ, Ull. -conld. 

Question rc — confd, 

‘ Hours of Employnimit Regulations’ 
incoi poratod in the Indian Railw.iys 
Amendment Act, 1930, not made 
ap|)lical)l(' to British portion of Jodh¬ 
pur Railway. S()6-t)7. 

Inadequate Indian rcfui'sentalifm in 
the I’ort Trusts. 2-4. 

Incom(‘-tax charged on gratuities ])aid 
to the non-ga/cl tf'd State Railway 
employees. 206-07. 

InconvaMiiences suffered by thii’d class 
])asscng('rs on (he Jacohadad-Kash- 
fiifU'c Railway in Sind. 5-6. 

Tiidignilics suffered by Indian Lascars 
in South Africa. 134-136. 

Instructions for excess reservation for 
Muslims in thi' vacaiuL's of works 
mist t ies liy the Gcnc'ral Manager, 
North W'estern Railway. 363-64. 

Intcrxals for washing of the [)ass('iigor 
carriages running on branch lines of the 
Nortli W'csti'i’n l-vailwiiv. 9-10. 

Invoice typists on the North Wk'.^ti'rii 
Ibiihvay. 28. 

Lower rates of consolidated travelling 
allow'ancc for van sorters on the Nort h 
Western R a i I w iiy . 875-76. 

Maximum age limit for all kinds of 
training euursi's at the Walton 
'JVaining School. 11. 

Non-recognition of Jndian Hill Station 
Sf'hools for ])urpnses of educational 
gi’ants by the North Western Railway 
23.3. 

Passes for van sorters on the North 
Western Railway. 873. 

Paucity of Sindhis in the North Western 
Railway subordinate service. 223- 
225. 

Paucity of Siridliis in the subordinate 
services on the North Western Rail¬ 
way. 365-66. 

Percentage of leave reserve for the Traffic 
Technical Inferior staff on the North 
WVstern Railway. 876. 

Percentage reserved for Muslims in 
labour and infeiior services on State 
Railways. 356-57. 

Permission to Boy Messengers acting as 
Packers in the Sind and Baluchistan 
Postal Circle to appear for clerical 
examinations, 568-69. 

Policy of making promotions from 
amongst employees of the same bi'anch 
on the North Western Railway. 875. 
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LALCHAND NAVALKAI, Uli.^coniL 

Question rt — •crnU/l. 

Promotion of shunting staff on tho North 
Western Railway. ()4*(jo. 

Promotion of Traflie “ Pupils as TrAlhe 
Inspectors on the North W^q^tern Rail¬ 
way. 855-r>0. 

Provision of rent-free (juarters to Block 
Maintainer.s on the North Western 
Railway. 1103-04. 

Publication of a cla.S8ified list of a certain 
class of subordinate staff of all bran¬ 
ches of Railway service on tho North 
Western Raiway. 588-89. 

Railway Advisory Committee. 227-228. 

Raising of the new army in Indio, its 
cost and arrangements for training of 
the additional olhcers. 202-0.5. 

Re-classification of Works Mistries 
as “ Lal.ourers ” on the North W'cstei n 
Railway. 564. 

Recruitment of postal clerks in the Sitid 
and Baluchistan Circle. 63. 

Report of the officer on special duty 
appointed to investigate into certain 
matters affecting communal repre¬ 
sentation in railwav services. 225* 
226. 

Representation for construction of a 
trunk road from Hyderabad (Sind) 
to Bombay via Badin and Viramgam. 
358-59. 

Representation from the State managed 
Railway Administrations for allowing 
second class pasfBes to ln.spe(4(>rs and 
A.ssistant Inspectors. 36.5. 

Retrenchment in the higher grade 
appointments of Yard Foremen and 
Yard Supervisors on the North West¬ 
ern Railway. 857-50. 

Scheme for preventing raids into Sind 
from Baluchistan and Kalat. 
230-231. 

Shortage of goods wagons on Jacobabad- 
Kashmore narrow gauge section in 
Sind, 4-5. 

Sinking of the steamer “ Kemendine'\ 
566, 981-82. 

Subjecting person.^ selected by the Divi¬ 
sional Selection Bard at Karachi for 
training and promotion as guards, 
grade, 11, on the North Western Rail¬ 
way to further Rjsts. 228-229. 

Training of Indian pilots and mechanics 
for the Air Forw. 273-76. 

Vacancies of grade III firemen on the 
North Western Railway. 64. 


LALCHAND NAVALRAl, MR.—rmiM. 

Question re -^eonchl. 

Vagaries m tlie exerci.se of power of 
allowing alterations of biilh dates by 
emjiloyce.s on t he X<Hth We.sU'rn Rail¬ 
way. 231-32. 

Quc-;tion (Supjilcincntarv) re— 

Abolition of ti aiii vt^iding on the Assam 
Ik iigal Raiivsay. <849-50. 

Age limit of cciididates for the post of 
Station J>ii-ector, All-Jndia Radio, 
Tcccfitly ad vei l ised. lOlO. 

All«)tni( e{ of })eon's (juarters in New 
Delhi. 138. 

Ap] iTMitice Train Fxaminf^rs on tho 
North Western Railway. 853. 

As.signment by the A. F. (1. India Elec¬ 
tric Company, Tdniited, incorporated 
in (Jermany. of their business, assents, 
etc., to certain parties in Bombay. 
129. 

Buriil.iries and dacoities in New Delhi. 
97.5. 

Communal composition of Indian Civil 
Service and other All-India service 
OlficiM-s brought on to tlu' (Government 
of 1 ndia, Secn^tariat. i)04. 

Communal considerations in tlic promo¬ 
tion of (Guards on the North \\’(\stem 
Railway. 1015. 

Complaints al>out the treatment of 
patients in the Irwin Hospital, New 
Delhi. 436. 

Desirability of recruitment of Indiana 
of ail castes and creeds to the Indian 
Arrnv. 780. 

DiilV'rent scales of pay for Officers of tho 
pix'vcntivc Service at Cliittagong and 
Calcutta. 772. 

Eligibility of Indians for the Royal Air 
Force in India. 967. 

IGovernnuuit scholarships for training 
in Hying. 1016. 

Hindu ajid Muslim strength of the Indian 
Navy. 966. 

Indian catering made a source of iiK'omo 
on the A.ssam Bengal Railway. 586. 

Issue of one rujx^e notes. 766. 

Js.suc of one rupe notes without the 
agency of the Reserve Bank of India. 
277. 

lA)cal examination for Walton Training 
Scliool qualified guards. 854. 

Non-Sindhi Mu.slims in clerical posts in 
the office of the Divisional Superinten¬ 
dent, North Western Railway, Karachi 
852. 


MI3LAD 
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INDfL^' TO TftotSLATA'K ASSKMP.TV OKJiA’ffS'- 


lALCFfANTi N'AVALKAr, MR, - rr.W./. 

Qi/''s<,io!i (Su; f/'(‘ iK'i.hun’) ,•(■--ronH. 

OfVifrrH c'HKi nim=sU'r r,} oi ihc f\- 

tiTimt Aihiii.-^ 's''v) 

i^p k> ^SiniU i.Lsc siJ’.iHju-r ;nu( ? vp-'iuh- 
tur*' »if;un “(l lA the ;>71, 

Ofli(‘crH ari'M fiitnistfritrl siKuT <>f th-e 
t alxnir D^pat'fmt^t \vh»i nn'.-vvaf ifp 
h) Sheb last scHnfrrii r afiT r^fx raitUii^ 
i'ri((in?‘4 'm tlip 1 '.!.''iy<-. flHf, 

IVrsons ('■(iii\a tcR or Tefaifiivl 

wiiliiaif tri.J tiuil'r ritv U: C r/l 

India A'-f. 

i’riiiciplr^ jHJci itiHid'nn(s Inf f)rf/inotiofi 

f)f Railway iiuards, Cira-d<? li U?adt' 

Ilf. fou, 

riixato bfjasM in N>w Oeflii tes/'Hod firv 
a( eotwnKKiaikaV of extra nwanbers 
of tlif“ N’K-r'rny'K pponosexi expait4a«l 
f’Ahifiet. ()1 )h' 


LAURR, MR, IfUSWRHAt ABTIUL- 

LABHAI 

R*‘MOWftN);> ;e ;>xi’apf)UA? f,^rfdorf 

tVd'Vx- Afar!{«f expiinnior? Board l>y thcr 
liKlafii (Vv)iwnitt(av 62''»-28, 

L.AMt>{S;— 

(.^uCHtioTi r< raVaiU' f)irei‘ of -- - Ofi th^ 
f?orfh Ix'hniHl i>lie r/rtlaxlox qrftarters^ 
on tire IrwiiT Read, Xi'vr Dellir. H88x 

I, A M) A (A,) hS LI TO (A \l i:X I > ii^KNT ♦ 

BILL 

- Bdifsr , 

LAND FOKOKvSV 

Qiit‘;etK)iF rr eitjer^eney Cf»!iimK¥<iorr iff thf(f 

- and Ait Forces of Hia MajestyV 

' OVneiPinient in India. 97(L79, 
;.LA'8<^rARj(>S^-> 

Qnoftiion re uKlif^mTies wfffc'nxf T>y Infliaiii 
—^ Ark SouUi Africa. L'lTT.Tt). 


IVohfbftion of ?aifway employees to | 
tract'*^! ('fi Privilege 'Pieket Oi'ders by 
inffil and e.v trainn 1021. ' 

Piinjcibr (lef( nii.^ confiiied in t(ie Deoli 
IkTentiun (Vimp. 777, 

Quota of Mnsfim '''ii?Klida(i.K at tfie ffviog | 
training Srlioc'lb. Mu2. ' [ 

Beerditment of Indian OhrisfianK to the | 
^Subordinate and Superior Services t 
of the State and ('ompuny'maiuigfd | 
Railwau'-. ' i 

Relaxation of the linaneial eontrof of tfie I 
Ooveninient of Jndft over the Su(*pty [ 
.DepartuH'nt. 279, | 

Select 1( 0 foi' njipomlnu'nt to eefeOion ( 
po^ts in the L'cparf inenfs of i\.r Fast j 
Indian and Lasteru Bengal Rai!wa\s. 
1022. 

vSt.'ps for the Dol'enrx^ of frifiia. 2S2. 
Suggestions nirtde hy the Port Tlaf 
Coumiiltecs, 

Taking of lease of I'loiler Flour Mill at 
Ji\aJljiuf' and t^x-dciwj grinding 

^hcat for u-e of mil’ ary forces, 401,' 
Votahle and non-votable expendi:.laj 
sanetioned outside the Budget B;7 
199. 

Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Motion to ooneidcr. 248, 253, 274. 

Besolul ion re appointment of a permanent 
Muslim Pilgrim Ofiieer in the SVxTetariat. 
ot the Government of lotba., p-jj. 

Bpoeine Pielief (Amendment) Bfll-*- 
Aioti. u for leave to introduce. 995. 


LAVVLKSS*Nh:SS- 

Motk)r> for Jfcdyjuniwienit re -— in SimL 
l4Vt-50. 
lAlVNtSP- 
Question re - 

Hedges planted on the ■ faeinc' the* 
orfhofhax I'piartern-on th<r Irwin Road 
Ml NT“n Delhi. (>Gt)4)7. 

Negk'et <'f planted trees and maintained 
- in the D. I, Z. area of N^^'W DelhL 
<>5, 

LAWSON, MR. a F. - 
Oath of Oil ice. 1. 

Uesohition re appoinDmnt of a Cotu- 
ou'^tec of the 'Vfitral Legislature re- 
gai jing crunoiny in wair expenditure.. 
536 38. 

LLAKAOK— 

Qiu'stion re. - - — in the roofs of cuthoiTox 
quarters in N''*vv Delhi during last rainy 
«\ason. 682-83. 

LRASK(S)^ 

Queslion re taking of ——of Roller Flour 
Mill at Lyall]nir and Uaiders for grinding 
wheat for use of military forces. 493-94. 
LEAVE— 

Question re —• 

Calculation of period of sick —— on the 
State Railways. 17-18, 878-79 

Grant of-lo the Fast Indian Railway' 

employees serving in the volunteer 
forces when required to join the army, 
67. 
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LEAVE AOCOTJNT(S)- 

Queation re. floonrTionta for voriHcation of 
maiiit/dmcd on State ilailways. 

591. 

LEAVE RESERVE- 

Question re percentage of - for the 

Traffic Technical Inferior staff on the 
North Western Railway. 870. 

LEGISLATION— 

Question re enactment of - enabling 

Insurance Companies to buy Defence 
Bonds. 770. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBI.Y— 

Motion for adjournment re — 

Delay in holding the Session of the-. 

155. 

Failure of Government to enable Mr. 
Subhash Chandra Bose to attend the 

Session of the-. 148-49. 

Failure to call a Session of the- 

between the period April 9 to October 
1940. 145-48. 

Non-holding of the Session of tho- 

for a long time. 150-57. 

Position of the Nominated Memlx^rs 

of the -. 1027-28. 

Question re delay in holding the Autumn i 
Session of the — -. 130-91. I 

Relinquishment of Simla for sittings of 

tho-. 103-05. i 

Speech delivered to the Council of Stab' j 

and-- by His Excellency the Vicerov. 

841-48, 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY AND LE¬ 
GISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEPART¬ 
MENT— 

Demand for Excess Grant in respect of-. 

1076. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Allotment of Government (juartei’s to tho 
staff of the Home and —700, 
Conferences, committees or sub-com¬ 
mittees held at Simla last summer 

under the control of tlie-. 077-78. 

Officers and ministerial staff of the- 

who moved up to Simla last summer 
and expenditure inemred in the Move. 
677. 

LEGISLATURE(S)— 

Motion for adjournment re huge cxi)endi- 

ture without sanction of the-. 155- 

66 . 


LEGTSLATURE(S)-co/?i^/. 

Qiu'stion re Members of the Central and 

Proviiieial-detained or imprisoned 

since the war began. 909-70. 

Resolution re appointment of a (\minuttee 
of the Central —— n^garding (!conoiuy 
in war ex[)cnditure. 531-50. 

“ LETTER POST’ DELIVERY 

Questioii re. -from post offices in the 

Dellii Province. 15. 

LH:ENC1-:(S)- 
Questinn re — 

Grant of arms - to special Police 

Offictrs in Delhi. 67. 

—— for preparation of Ayurvedic 
medicines from natural fermented 
ingredients. 772. 

LIEN— 

Question re -on his post allowed to a 

certain employees of the Delhi Im- 
provcmt'nt Trust. 908-09. 

LtGHT(S)— 

Question re — 

Providing of electric-- in Karol Bagh^ 

Delhi.' 70S. 

Provision of-on certain roads in 

Karol Bagh, Delhi. 54. 

Povision of tumbler switches for con¬ 
trolling —“ in intermediate class 
carriages. 1017-18. 

LINO. MONO AND MACHINE DEPART* 
MENf - 

Question re defective machines in the-- 

of the Government of India Press, New 
Delhi. 703. 

LOCO FOREMAN(EN)— 

Question re Indianisation of the posts of 

_^aiid Inspectors on the North 

Western Railway. 881-82. 

LOCO. IN8PECTOR(S)— 

Question re Indianisation of the posts of 

Loco. Foremen and-* on the 

i Nortli Western Railway. 881-82. 

LOCO. STAFF— 

Queistion re promotion to senior subordi¬ 
nates of Transportation staff and to- 
senior subordinates of --- 882. 
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TO asskmtu.v di^katks’. 


LONi;^ - 

Question re .—■ 

^Jxperiilitiire hy the Iiiflian (Coffee C.Vss 
(^oniniittei* On salaries n-nd |)rt/|>ajCanda 
activities tlie —■ Market lCxj)ans- 
sion I5oard. 424. 

Uis/ 'ti the sa! iry of the r)ii'e(tor of the 
- Market l^^xpansion Koarci. 424- 

2 .>. 

R' ioliition re scrapjiiiiy of the —- - (njhee 
Market t}xf)insion Uiml hy the Indian 
Coffee eVss Conlniittcv. 51440. 

U'VD {firaAKCR{.S) - 
Question re playiny of music? thrauyh -—^ 
cluriny i)rayc*i* time at Delhi. 28'?. 
LOWCR CAZDOTCD SDIIVICK-^ 

Question ?'e nori-submisnori of names c^f 
Afuslim candidates for selection t(» —^—' 
from Hovvrah Division oi the LCast Indian 
Railway. 102.4. 

*SVc' also under (Jazetted Seiwicc 

LUCKNOW— 

Question re —■ 

Ar’ra nyement for through mil way jouni(‘ v 
from Dacca and Shillong to ('awnixwv 
.arid —. lots. 

Circular instnictions for gi*aiit of gr:i- 
tuity to rion-ga/x'ttcd .staff in — 
Division cf the? J'last IruVuvn llailway. 
IS-19. 

(k)oly c’onti’ac'ts in Mora<Ial)ad,-and 

AlhihahfKl Divisions, Ivr^t Indian Katl- 

vvay. SSL 

Kecognition of tlu^ Assoeiaticai oi' Rail¬ 
way (htards at —. 871-72. 

LUCCAllD SURKRVISaK(S)— 

Question re proec'cdings of the Sel<‘ction 
Ilcmrcl lield at the J>ivisicmal (>lhc*e, 
Howrah, Hast Indian Railway for* filling 
vac'.anc'ies of - — and l’car(?cl Si 4 K?rvi- 
sors. 594. 

LAYLLPUR- 

Question re taking of leascj of a Roller 
Flour Mill at —and tcndcu’s for grind¬ 
ing wheat for use of niilitary forces. 
493-94. 

M 

ArACIirNK(S)-^ 

Question re defective —■— in the Line;, 
Mono and Machine Department of the 
Gcivernment of India Press, New Delhi, 
703. 


i MAOISTRATE(S)- 

Question re r.iilway pri^auition case in the 

Cc>urt of the Resident-, Dc llii. 59t>- 

97. 

MAlLhS)— 

Qiic*stion re — 

Accident.^ to thc^ Dacca in 1949 and 
1940. 354. 

Dacca —— di.sistcr, II.'TO-ol, 

Inversion of eaniage of postal- 

between Sylhet and .Shillong from 
road to railway. 353-54. 

Relief given to the victims of the 
Dac(‘a ——- disa^jt er. 351 '52. 

MAIL TRAIN(S)—' 

See “ Train 

MAITRA, PANDIT LAKSHMt KANTA - 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill- 

Motions k; cxmsicler and to circulate'. 
321,322, 721,722. 

Moticjrn for a^ljoiimnient re -— 

Dacca Mail 73, 109, 110, 11,5- 

19. 123. 

IXsallowunce of a Motioti for Adjourn¬ 
ment by tlie Gc/venur?' Gencuul after 
it was allowed hy the Chair. 210. 
Expansion of H. E. nie Viceroy’s Exe¬ 
cutive Coimeil and the constitution of 
War Advisory (.'Omniittce, 73-74, 75. 
Vailui'<* of Government to enable Mr. 
Subh.ish Chaiidnt Rose to attend the* 
iSc^ssicui of the Lc/gislativi' As8c‘mblv% 
14.S’. 

Failure to call n Session of th(' LcgisLitivc? 
Assembly between the period April 9 
to OetohcT 1940. 148, 

Non-asscK'iation of non-otlicFil represent¬ 
ative? India.n8 with the Easku'n Group 
Con feienee. 7(5. 

Non-holding of the.* Session of the Legi.s- 
ktive A.ssembly for a long time. 150, 
157. 

Refusal of pennlssion to Mr. Bhulabhai 
Desai and to Mr. Asfif Ali to visit 
Waziristan. 76,77. 

Question re~ 

Burglaries and cLxcoitics in New Delhi. 
1099-1100. 

Charge of preserved monuments in New 
Delhi. 62. 

Question (8upplcmontary) re — 

Accidents to the Dacc?a Alail in 1939 and 
1940. 352,353. 

Delay in holding the Autumn Session of 
the Legislative Assembly. 132, 133. 
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MAITUA, PANDIl' LAKSHMI KANTA— 

contd. 

Quostion (Supplementary) re— conhl. 

Desirability of enlarging the appellate 
jurisdiction of the Federal Court. 
283. I 

Desirability of uniformity as to the 
Indian catering system on all Indian 
Railways. 585. 

Diversion of carriage of postal mails 
between Sylhot and Shillong from 
Road to railway. 354. 

Issue of one rupee notes without the 
a'a ncy of the Reserve Bank of India. 
277. 

Poroentago reserved for Muslims in 
labour and inferior services on State 
Railways. 357. 

Private houses in New Delhi reserved for 
accommodation of the extra members 
of the Viceroy’s proposed expanded 
cabinet. 098. 

Steps for iuercase and distribution of the 
shipping accommodation. 050, 057. 

Steps for increasing the export trade of 
Imlia. 059. 

Sti'ps for the Defence of India. 281, 

282 . 

Training of Indian Pilots and Mechanic.s 
for the Air Force. 275. 

xMALABAR - I 

Motion for adjournment rc closing down of 

the branch line between Shoranur an<l 

Nilambur in the-District. 1020- 

27, 1080-95. 

MADAVIYA, PANDIT KRISHNA KANT— 

Question re .— 

Authors of dramas broadcasted by the 
All-India Radio. 307. 

Crimes in Delhi. 07. 

Dumping of carcases of animals near 
Karol Bagh, Delhi. 05. 

Grant of arms Uc!encc*8 to special Police 
Otiicers in Dellii. 07. 

MANAGER{S)— 

Question re — i 

Allegations of bribery against the - 1 

of the Medical Stores Dej.>ot, Lahore. 
775. 

Responsibility of the-in respect of 

the coal-mine Disaster at Kurhurvari. 
286-87. 


MANAVEDAN, RAJA T.— 

Motion for adjournment re closing down 
of the branch line between Shoranur 
and Nilambur in the Malabar District. 
1084, 1087-88. 

Oath of Office ]. 

MANUAL SINOH, SARDAR— 

Question re— 

Condition of health of Master Mota 
Sinuh, Babu Bas ikha Singh and others 
dt'taincd in Deoli Detention Camp. 
778. 

Punjabi detenus confined in the Deoli 
Detention Camp. 776-78. 

MANMAD— 

Qu(‘stion re disabilities of the subordinates 

of the Bridge Engineering VV’^orks at-, 

Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 50. 

MANU SUBEDAR, MR.— 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill— 

Motions to consider and circulate. 369, 
381, 386. 

Question (Supplementary) re - 
Creation of new industri(‘s of workshops 
on permanent basis and Governnumt 
subsidy thereon. 428. 

Issue of one rupee noti'S. 767, 769. 

J.ssue of one rupee notes without the 
agency of the lleserve Bank of India. 
277, 278. 

Personnel of the Roger Committee from 
overseas dominions and States and 
its mis-sion. 433, 434. 

Private house.s in New Delhi reserved for 
accommodation of the extra membein 
of the V'ieeroy's proposed expanded 
Cabinet. ()98. 

Quotas of candidates for emergency 
commissions and as private.s for the 
army fixed for different prrivinces. 781. 
Relaxation of the financial control of the 
Government of India over the Supply 
Department. 278,280. 

Representation for construction of a 
trunk road from Hyderabad (Sind) to 
Bombay ria Badin and Viramgam, 
358. 

Steps for increase and distribution of the 
shipping accommodation. 655, 666, 
657. 

Steps for increasing the export trade of 
India. 658-69. 

Steps for the Defence of India. 282. 
Total weight of silver bullion and silver 
coins in the possession of Government. 
770. 
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MANU SUBEDAR, ^\.K,~-conUL 
Question (Siippleinentary) rc — 

Value of Dollar Securities recjuisitioiied 
by Government of India from privaU^; 
holders. 770. 

MAQBOOL MAHMOOD, MIR- 

Question re notice of a suit on fxdialf of 

-of Amritsar against tlie North 

Western Railway. 870. 

MARKER(S)-- 

Question re [)rovision of a (‘hannel for pro¬ 
motion of —-— to Subordinate Sc^rvicc 
Posts ( n the North Western Railway, o?!). 

MARKET(S)— 

Question re — 

Expi nditure by the Indian Coffee Cess | 
Committee on salaries and propaganilu 

aelivitiesof the liondon-Exp'an- 

sion Board. ^124. 

Rise in th(' salary of the Director of the 
London ■ E\pansu)n Board. 

424-25. 

Resolution re scrapping of the Loralon 

Coffe(i - IviJansIon Board by tla* 

Indian Cofi. e C('.ss Conn.iittte. olt-dl, 

MARK8MANSLIP 

Question re training of - by the Nagpur 

University. 1100 01. 

MA8HRIQL ALAMA- 
Question re. — 

Advisability of release of-. 2G8- 

20U. 

Detention of-. 208. 

MATERTAL(S) - 

Motion for adjournfueiit re financial 
arrangenuMjts with His Majesty’s 
Government re payment for the purcha^se 
of--from India. 152-53. 

MATHEMATICS-- 

Question re officers and clerks in the Rail¬ 
way Board graduated in-. 698. 

MAXWELL, THE HONOURABLE SIR 
REGINALD— 

Certain Homo Department documents laid 
on the table. 79-8L 

Code of Civil PivKiedum (Amendment) 
Bill- 

ATotion for leave to introduce. 89-90. 
Motion to consider. 256-57. 

Motion to pass. 267. 


MAXWELE, THE IDNGL CABLE Silt 
REGINALD ro.iU. 

Code of Criminal Ihoeediii'e (Amendment) 
Bill- 

Motion for leave to introduce. 90. 
Motion to considt'r 257-58. 

Motion to pe.-s. 258, ^ 

Hindu Women's Right^' to Pro]HTty 
(Amendment) Ihll 

Motion to nd'er to Select CommiU(a*. 
991-94. 

Indian Registratif)n (Amendment) Bill -- 
Motion for leave to introdiiec, 89. 
Motion to consider, 254 56. 

Motion to pass. 25(). 

Oath of Office. 1 

MEAL liNTEKVAI^ 

Question re Htot)page of payment for- 

to the industrial work(‘rs of the Govern¬ 
ment of J ndia Press, New Delhi. 701- 
02 . 

I 

I M'<XTiANlC(S)- 

'j!ic‘«!iion re tminitiir of Indian Pilots and 
-lor the Air Force. 273-70. 

MiCDlCAL DEPAiri’MENT— 

Question re attendaneo on employees' 
families by nurses employed in the -— - 
of the N(»rth Western Itailway. 9. 

MEDKkVL STAFF - 
Question re ('xeess payments by the emp- 
ployees of the North Wr'stern Railway 
to the Railway-. 8 9. 

.MEJdICAL STORE DEPOT— 

Question re allegations of t)ribery against 

the Manager of the -, Lahore. 

775. 

MEDICINE(S)— 

Question re licences for preparation of 

Auyrvedic-from natural fermentc*d 

ingredients. 772. 

MEERUT-^ 

Question re tongas permitted to run from 

the-Cantonment Railway Station. 

68 . 

MEETTNG(S)— 

Question re grant of allowances to non¬ 
resident members of the Port Haj Com¬ 
mittees for attending-. 144-145. 
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IfiJection of a —— for tli« Governing Body 
of the IndiAn RosearoL Fund Associa¬ 
tion, IJKL 

Kloction of a——to the Council of the 
Institute ui ^cienoe, Bs^ngalore, 88-89, 
307, 

t^lection of a —— to the Standing Finanoc 
Cornmitk'e. 234,297. 

il^Iection of —— to the Standing Committee \ 
fer >Aie Departjnent of'SnpTi^y. 1113. | 

INii-Tsoii of the Nominated-of ^ho , 

House. 1927-28, 

t^i5ostir>ni re - of the Oj4tra3 and iTo- 

vincial Logislaturf^s detained or iri\- 
^risuneel since the> War bega-n. 999-70. 

of the VIOKROY’S 

NtTT- 

(^ueation re pnrjitn houses in Now i Vlhi 
reserved for accommodation of the extra 

-of the VieBr(iy’s proposed expandei ’| 

Cabinet. 697-il8, j 

AlFMORIAISV- ^ 

Ofleation re witli-kolding of ——, jietit ions, | 
etc., of non-ga 2 cttcd railway servants by! 
the Divisional Sai)eriiitendent, Morada-j 
bad Division of the East Indian Railway. | 
IG. 

51KM0RfALlST,S)— | 

OuesUwii re holding in abeyance orders in;| 
resptv-t of certain bridge slat! ■ --of the;’ 
North Wt sb-rn Railwa}^ 874-7d. 
IMEKOHANT SHJPJ’ING (AMlilNDMENT) 

JUId^ - I 

‘'Indian-under Bin(s)'”, 

CVIERCHANDISE MARlvS (AMENDMENT; 

BIT.L- : 

See “ Indian —— ” under Rill(s)’\ 
MKSSAGE(S)— 

Question re telegraph oflices in Delhi 

Province making dediveries of-. 

im 07, 

MESSENGfiR(S)— 

Question re permission to Roy - a-eting! 

as Packers in the Sind ami Baluchistan 
Postal Circle to apjjoar for clerical exami¬ 
nations. 568-G9. 

UllJTARY— 

Motion for Adjournment re alleged occu¬ 
pation of the Muslim Idgah at Burhan- 

pur by the-, 708, 784-85, 

MILIT'ARY FORCE(S)— 

Question re taking of lease of Roller Flour 
Mill at Lyallpur and tenders for grinding 
wheat for use of-. 493-94. 


MILITARY SECRETARY TO HIS EXCEL- 
LKNCY THE VICEROY— 

Question re reerin'l jnent of Sikhs as inf riot 
servantein th» )(fie;» of the — arui the 
Piivatf* to liis Excellency the 

Viceroy, 1)1,*^, 

M!LL(f=!)- 

Question r<i taking of leaeae of a li^dler 
Flour — al Lyallpur and tenders for 
gn rdijtg wlrc-at for use of mi!it;irv forces, 

^93 'H, 

MlNiIS idMEXDMENT^ R1LL-- 
So' -under Bii3(s) 

MIN)STERl AL KSTA BidSHM Ei\T(S)— 
Qiie.stioT* re grant of sumnif'r nllowaneo 

to the-of lire Go\x*rniii(‘ut of India 

SecTidariat detained at DJhi la.st 
Slimmer, 688, 

MINLSTERIA L STAFF— 

Question rf— 

Confidential reports re, ——- of the 
Goverument of India. 

Officers and - of thr^ Defence J> >part- 

nienb who moved up to Simla last 
summer and ox]>endiluro inciir'j'ed in 
the mov(', 5(>r). 

DlfKers and——of the Firiancc Depart- 
nvrnl and its attached and subordi- 
Tiate olluK'S wlio juored up to Simla 
last suniiner and expenditure ineuricd 
m llie move, ‘193-50L 

Ollfieeis and -of the Rome Lx'yvarl- 

meiit and its att.iclual and suli^rrdi- 
nate offices who moved uj>. to Sinda 
last summer and expenditure in the 
move. 49()-9S. 

Se/i also under “Stair”. 

M1STRY{IES) - 

Question re — 

Disallowance of Gie privilege of rent 
iVee rpiit •■'ei'S to certain Block — - 
recruited as Block Maintainers on the 
Niarth Western Railway. 872-73. 

Discharge of certain Works-ii^ 

the Rawalpindi Division of the North. 
Western Railway on commuind 
grounds. 589-90, 

Re-elassitication of Works —^—- as 

“ Labourers ” on the North WoBtern 
Rail \A ay. 604. 
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MODY, SIR H. P.-~ 

Appointment of-to the Coinniittee 

on Petitions. 439. 

{'antonMU'iits (Amendment) Bill— 
Consideration of elauses. 252. 

Indian Finance (Xo. 2) Bill- 

Motions to consider and to eirculat<\ 
441, 450-53, 710. 

Question (Suj)j)t('meutaiy) rc - 

PiStablishment of a" Paper Economy 
hepailment. by the Covemment of 
India. 435. 

Steps for increase and distribution of 
the sliipping aeeonmiodation. 05(), 
057. 

MONUMENT(S) - 

Question rc charge of preserved-in 

iS'ew Delhi. 02. 

MORADABAl) - 
Question re ~ 

Erection of a wall on the south of-- 

Railway Station Yard, Eiust Indian 
Railway. 871. 

Railway ({larters at-and stall 

occupying them. 591. 

MORADABAl) DIVISION - 
Question re — 

Certain (juarterly statenamt forwarded 
by the Divisional Superintendiait, 
— — on th(i Efist rndiaii Bailway. 
10-17, 878. 

Certain recoril of non-gazetbal railway 
servants in the of the Ea-^st 
Indian Railway. 14-15. 

Cooly contracts in -, Taicknow and 

Allahabiul Divisions, Eiust Indian 
Railway. 881. 

Detention of vehicles at stations in the 

--, East Indian Railway. 594. 

Expenditure on the apjKuntments of 
non-gaz(*tted railway servants in the 

-, East Indian Railway. 002. 

Holders of the appointments of Trans¬ 
portation Inspectors in the-, East 

Indian Railway. 001-02. 

Names submitted by tlie Divisional 

Superintendent,-, for promotion 

of non-gazetted railway servants to 
the lower gazetted service. 601. 
Non-gazelted railway servants charged 

with offences in the-, East Indian 

Railway. 878. 

Quarters Committee, -, East Indian 

Railway. 593. 


MORADARAD DIVISION rmt<L 
Question re — enntd. 

Sanctioned strength of the Transporta¬ 
tion Inspectors in the - East 
Indian Railway. 002. 

Scales of pay of certain non-gazctt(‘d 
railway servants in the - of the 
East Indian Railuay. 604. 

Selection board or committees as.s(*m- 
blcd in - -on the East Indian Rail¬ 
way. SSO-Sl. 

Transf(‘rs of n<>n-gazettc‘d railway 
servants in the — of the t.ast 
Indian Railway and the Delhi DivL 
sion of the North We^Xern Railv\ay. 
590. 

Withholding of memorials, petitions, 
etc., of non-gazetted railwa y servants 
by the Divisional Supmintendent, 

-of the East Indian Hailvvav. 

16. 

MOTA 81NC;H, MASTER— . 

Question re condition of h(‘alth of-, 

Baba Basakha Singh and others dc*- 
tained in Dcoli Dekmtion camp. 778. 

MOTION (8)— 

- re — 

Election of a Member of the Standing 
Finance Committee. 234. 

Election of a Member on the Governing 
Body of th3 Indian Research 
Fund Association. 918. 

Election of three memhers for 
the Standing Committee attax^hed to 
Department of Suj)j)ly. 918-23. 

MOTION(S) FOR ADJOURNMENT - 
See “ Adjournment(8) .” 

MOTOR(S)— 

Question re encouragement to Indian 
enterprise for manufacturing aircrafts, 
-or for building ships. 967-68. 

MOTOR SPIRIT (DUTIES) AMENDMENT 
BILL— 

^ee Bill(s) 

MOTOR VEHICLE(S)— 

Certain papers re -Rules laid on the 

table. 88. 

MOTOR VEHICLES (AMENDMENT) 
BILL— 

See “ BUl(s) 
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AlOVK ^ 

Question re, — 

-- of the Army Headejuarters to 

•Simla and hack. 9711-80. 

0Ulcers and ministerial staff of tht 
Commerce Depirtment who rnovee 
up to Simla last summer and ex 
penditure incurred in the-- 

Of1i(!crs and ministerial staff of tlv 

.Defence Co-ordination Department 
who moved up to Simla last summer 

and expenditure inclined in the- 

()()7-f)8. 

Officers and nTnisterial staff of the 
Defence Department who movec 
up to Simla last sunmier and ex- 

Iieuditure ineurreJ in the -. 
505. 

Officers and ministerial staff of the 
Department of Cummimications and 
its attached and subordinate offices 
who mmed up to Simla last summer 
and expenditure incurred in thi 

-. 578. 

Officers and ministerial staff of flu 
Department of Kducation, Health 
and Lands and its Attached and 
Subordinate Offices who moved up 
to Simla last summer and expendi¬ 
ture incurred in the-. (i(>8-()9. 

Officers and ministerial staff of 

External Affairs Department who 
moved up to Simla last summer and 

expenditure incurred in the_ 

570-72. 

Ofiicers and ministerial staff of the 

Tinanee Department and its 

attached and subordinate offices who 
moved up to Simla last summer and 

expenditure incurred in the_ 

499. 

Officers and mini.sterial staff of the 
Home Department and its attached 
and subordinate offices \vho moved 
up to Simla last summer and ex¬ 
penditure incurred in the-. 49(5-98. 

Officers and ministerial staff of the 
Labour Department who moved up 
to Simla last summer and expendi¬ 
ture incurred in the-. bOO-fil. 

Officer and ministerial staff of the 
Legislative Department who moved 
up to Simla last summer and expendi¬ 
ture incurred in the- . 677. 


(Move 

j -.'Hifd. 

Officers anil mini'ten'al staff of the 
Political Depactnunt who moved up 
to Siiiil.i Ijiso Slimmer and expendi¬ 
ture incurred in the-. 678-79. 

Officers and mini.sterial staff of the 
Railway Department who moved up 
to Simla last summer and exjjendi- 
ture incurred in the-. 572-76. 

MIJAZZAMPUR - 

Motion for Adjournment re closing of 
the Chandpur-Ma i-Ibjnor section of 

the Oajraiila-X a rain branch of 

the East Indian Raiiwa\. 082-83 and 
996-1011. 

MUDALIAR, Till': HONOURABLE Dl- 
VVAN BAHADUR SIR A. RAMA- 
SWAMl— 

Draft Convention and Recommendations 
adopted hy the Internatioml Labour 
Conference (laid on the tabic). 1028- 
29. 

Indian Companie.s (Amendment) Bill—■ 
Motion for leave to introduce. 91. 
Motion to consider. 258. 

Motion to pa.ss. 259. 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill- 
Motions to consider and to circulate. 
470-72, 473-74, 475-85, 640. 

Indian Merchandise Marks (Amendment) 
Bill- 

Motion for leave to introduce. 91. 
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 
271. 

Indian Sale of Goods (Amendment) Bill—• 
Motion for leave to introduce. 439. 
Motion to consider. 1060, 1061-62. 
Motion to pass. 10(>2. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Closing of the Chandpur-Siau-Bijnor 
section of the Gajraula Aliiazzampur 
Narain branch of the East Indian 
Railway. l(XK). 

Fall in prices of ground-nuts. 609. 
Resolution re — 

Fiscal Policy of the Government of 
India. 172-80, 181, 182. 

Scrapping of the London Coffee Market 
Expansion Board by the Indian 
Coffee Cess Committee. 616, 622- 
26, 527. 

Statement laid on the table re lowest 
tenders not accepted by the High Com¬ 
missioner for India in purchasing stores 
for the Government of India. 1113-15* 
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MUDALIAH, T1 ri'] Hi)NOimABLK Ml)SLLM{S)— 

DIWAN BAHADUR 8IU A. UAMA- 


AVar Donations and Invi'stmrnt^ (Uonv 
jianies) Bill- - 

Motion for leave to iidrodn<e. 91. 
Motion to conaider. 2/39, 

Mot on to pa.ss» 102> 

MUHAMMAD AHMAD KA7.MI, QA2I 
Indian Finance^ (Xo. :>) Bid — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 
299, 8‘^S-8rjO. 

Dnestion (Snpplcn'icnl iry) re - 

Condition of h\altl» of MasU^r Mota 
8ingh, Haha Basakha »Singh and 
otliers detain('<l in Deoli Detentk>n 
Camp. 778. 

Establishment of a Paf'cr Economy 
Diparhnent by the Covernment ofj 
India. 4.8.5. i 

l^bxpenditnn' by Mk' Indian Coftec Ccs.s 
(V)mniittce on propaganda aetivitic.s 
in fndia. 427. 

Jnstnietions for charging rent for use 
of Railway refre-shment roonis and 
stalls. 3!)2-3b8. 

Issue of one rupee notes, 7(19. 
Jhinjabi detenus eontined in the. Di'oli 
Detention Cain[). 777. 

MUKHAIMI, MB. BASAXd’A KUMAIU 
Oath of Ofliee. 2. 

MULTAN^ 

Motion for Adjournment alleged mn- 

bczzlement in the-Division of tht' 

Morth Western Railway. 

MUI/riPLE UNIT SERVKd^]— 

Question rc working of the Bombay- 

on the Oreat Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 
way by e('rtaiu drivers, (>4. 

MLIirrUZA SAHIB BAHADUR, MAULVl 
SYFD— 

Question rv— 

Confidential reports re ministerial stall 
of the Covemineiit of India. 1098. 
Posts offered to the Covernment of 
India Secretariat assistants in the 
Income-tax Service, Class II. 1097- 
98. 

Rc.solution rc appointment of a permanent 
Mu.slim Pilgrijn Officer in the Secre¬ 
tariat of the Government of India. 
612-13. 

MUSIC- 

Question re playing of-through loud 

speakers during prayer time at Delhi. 287. 


Motion for adjournment re ulk'gc'd occupa¬ 
tion of the —Idtjnh at Burhaiipur 
by the Military. 7S4-S5. 

Question re— 

Appointment of-staff on Indian 

pilgrim ships. 141. 

Death of— in the Rawalpindi Divi¬ 
sion of the Noith Western Railway. 
32-33. 

Declaration of —Irdidvys as gfuioral 
hclivlays on the Assam B.'ngal Kad- 
ways. 860-51, 

Denial of f,oiliti('S for bel,t(‘ring tludr 
prospects to — grad :at(' emjiloyec'S 
on the h3ast Indian Ibiilway. 1021- 
26. 

Exclusion of non-from ];voniotions 

as .fouineyinen lately niadc on tho 
Afath We.stern Railway. 587. 
Himhi and- .strength of tho Indium 
Navy. t)('5-l)7. 

Instructions for excess reservation for 
- —in the \acineies of works mis- 
tries by the f^Vnu’al Manager, A'ortli 
Westeim Railway. 3(>3-()4. 

——(‘lerks in the Imperial Vb*terinary 
Research Institiift'. 09(3, 1108. 

-graduates in establishment ofbec s 

and su]i('rvisory j'osts on the Fast 
Indian and EasUTii Jkmgal Rail¬ 
ways. 1024, 1025. 

ollieei's employed by tlie (/alculla 
Port Trust. 5S2. 

- Railway officers in the Ihiilway 
}k)ard pro|Ka‘. 859. 

-represtmlafiori in other elas-es 

of servi<*e n(»t to 1 e alTected by high(*r 
porcentag(? of — in the pusts of 
diessers. 695-90. 

-Traffic Inspectors on the North 

Western Railway. 32. 

-in certain categories of appoint¬ 
ments ofliciating against permanent 
vacancies on the North Western 
Railway. .581-82. 

--in tlie poultry research section 

of the Imperial Veterinary Research 
Institute. 696, 1108. 

-selected for direct recruitment to 

certain categories of appointments 
on tho North Western Railway. 
680-81. 

Non-Bindhi-in clerical posts in the 

Office of the Divisional Superin¬ 
tendent, North Western Railway, 
Karachi. 851-52. 
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MIJSLIM(S)— 

Question re -contd. 

Non-Buhmisaion of names of- 

candidates for selection to lower 
gazetted service from Howrah Divi¬ 
sion of the East fndian Kailwav. 
1023. 

Paucity of-in the staff of the 

Imperial Veterinary Research Insti¬ 
tute. (593-95, (39(),‘ 1105-07. 
Percentage reserved for — iri labour 
and inferior services on State Rail 
ways. 35(v57. 

Permanent —Veberitiary Inspectors 
in the Imperial Veterinary KeRearv;h 
Institute. 1108. 

Preference given to non-eligible 
for promotion to the lower ga/ettM 
services on the East Indian Rail¬ 
way. 003-04. 

Qualified-Insjxjctor.s of Works not 

allowed to otticiate as Assistant Engi¬ 
neers on the North Western Railway. 

44. 

Quota of-candidates at the flying 

training school. 1101-02, lOlO. 

Report re the repreaciiftation of- 

and other minority communities in 
the subordinate railway services. 801. 

Withholding of applications of- 

clerks of the Railway Clearing 
Accounts Ofhoe for posts of (luards 
on the Nortli Western Railway. 000. 
Resolution re appointment of a permanent 

-Pilgime Officer in the Secretariat 

of the Government of India. 

606-14. 

MUSLIM DRESSEK(S)— 

See “ Dre8sor(8) 

MUSLIM IDOAH— 

See “ Idgah 

MUSLIM LEAGUE— 

Question re alleged rude behaviour of the 
Quetta Railway Station officials at the 
welcome to the President-elect of the 
Baluchistan-Session. 583-84. 

MUSLIM VETERINARY INSPECTOR(S)— 
See “ Veterinary In8pector(8) 

MUTUAL GUARANTEE FUND— 

Question re -of the Old East Indian 

Railway Clompany. 44. 


N 

NAGPUR — 

Question rr — 

Expansion of the lOtli-Battalion, 

Ibiiversity 'fraining (Jurps. 783-84. 

3>aining of rnarksinanship by the- 

Ifniversitv. 1100-01. 

NAIWALA - 

Question rr,- - 

Failiuv to name or light streets in the 

-area of Ravol Bai’h, Delhi. 689, 

Unsati.-'ta(;tory condition of-in 

Karo! High, Ik'lhi. 51. 

NAME(S) - 

Question rc non-submission of-- of 

Muslim candidaU's for selection to lower 
gazetted service from Howrah Division 
of the East Indian Railway. 1023. 

NARAIN - 

Motion for Adjournment re closing of the 
Chan dpur-Siau-Bij nor section of the 

Gujraula Muazzampiir-branch of 

tlio East hidian Railway. 982-83 and 
906-1011. 

NARROW GAUGE SECTION— 

Question rr shortage of goods wagons on 
Jacobabad-Kashmoro-in Sind. 4-5. 

NAPIOX- 

Motion for adjounrnent rr ffiilnre of the 
Government of India to evoke whole¬ 
hearted enthusiasm in tlio — - t-. fight 
the totalitarian States. 71-72. 


NATIONAL SERVICE COMMITTEE— 
Question re recruitment of officers in the 

Supply Department through the-. 

905-00. 

NAUMAN, MR. MUHAMMAD— 

Question re want of shunting facilities at 
Bukhtiarpur Junction of the East 
Indian Railway. 349. 

Question (Supplementary) re— 

Issue of one rupee notes without the 
agency of the Reserve Bank of India. 
277, 

Personnel of the Roger Committee from 
overseas dominions and States and its 
mission. 434. 


183-96, NATIONAL SERVICE (EUROPEAN 
BRITISH SUBJECTS) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) .” 
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N AUM AN, M R. MUH AMM I) -rcmtd. 

Q ;<? ;tion {►SLip|)!fm'‘’ita.rv) re r nt,t<L 

R('!axition ol tlu' rmancial coiitro]of (he 
(Joverninent of India over the Sii[){>lv 
Department. 27!). 

Selo(‘tion for appointment to seleetion 
posts in the Departments of the East 
Indian and Eastern ikM;^al ItailvvayH. 
1022. 

Steps for the Defenee of India. 281. 
K(‘sol*ition rc npf)ointme/it of a CommitD'e 
of the Central f.egisUtnre regarding 
economy in war expenditure. 53l-3(), 
546, 547, 550. 

NAVY— 

Question re Hindu and Muslim strength of 
the Indian —■—. 9()5-()7. 

NAVY (DISCI RLINE) AMEN DMENT 
RILL— 

See “ Inlian - -- ” under “ Bill(s) .” 

NAVY (l)IS(diMd\E SECOND AMEND- 
MEN'r BILL - 

See “ Indian-uiuler “ Bill(s) .” 

NAZVL i.AND -- 

Question re increase in the rent of- 

in Delhi. 52-53. 

NAZVL PLOT(S)— 

Question re onhaTicement of annual pre¬ 
mium of-- -ii Karol Ragh, Delhi. 
707-08. 

NEHUC, PANDIT JAWAIIAR LAL— 

Question re prosecution of-. 973-74. 

NEW DEJ.HL- 
Question rc — 

Additions and alterations carried out in 
perfunctory manner in certain “ D ” 

type orthodox quarters in--. t)63. 

Allotment of duftries’ quarters in ——. 

136- 137. 

Allotment of peons’ quarters in --. 

137- 38. 

Amalgamation of Covernmcnt of India 

Presses at Simla and -. 702-03. 

Building of quarters .separ.ately for its 
lieadquarters staff by the Railway 

Board in-. 687-88. 

Burglaries and dacoities in-.974-75 

and 989-81,1099-1100. 

Charge of preserved monuments in — 
62 . 

Complaints about the treatment of 
patients in the Irwin Hospital — 
435-36, 


NEW DEHLI— contd. 

Question re cwiki. 

Decrease in the pereentige of allotn;ei:t 
of quarters in —. 683. 

Defective machines in the Lino, Moi.o 
and Machine Department of the Cov- 
ernment of India Press,-. 703. 

Delay in the annual repairs of ccitaiii 
“ 1) ” type orthodox quarters in —. 

6(i5-66.‘ 

Desirability of reduction in rates of ix nt 

for Covernment quatlcrs in- 

683. 

DilTcrential troatnumt met ed out to piece 
compositors in the Covernment of 
India Pr^sa, — . 702. 

Government of India olhees permanently 
stationed and those located during 

the ensuing winter season in -. 

684-86. 

Hedges planted on the lawns facing the 
orthodox (quarters on the Irwin Road 
in-. 666-67. 

Inadef|uate number of‘‘ B ” and “ C ” 
unorthodox cpiartcrs in-. 682. 

Leakage in the roofs of orthodox (piarters 
in-duri ig last rainy season. 682-83. 

Lo(‘ation of the Gov('rnmcnt of India and 
other offices in Old Delhi and — . 

686-87. 

Neglect of planted trees and maintained 

law /18 in the I). L Z. area of-. 664- 

65. 

Non-transfer of certain members of 
regular elee-trieal establishment on 
duty in ——. 910. 

Private Houses in-reserved for 

accommodation of the extra members 
of the Viceroy’s proposed expanded 
Cabinet. 697-98. 

Reduction of electricity charges in-. 

65. 

Reduction of water charges in-. 65. 

Representation for replac ing iron win- 
(lows by wooden windows in Raja 
Bazar Square,-. 700-01. 

Re.servation of Government bungalows 
and quarters for particular officers 
or staff in-or Old Delhi. 911-12. 

Retention of almost entire ministerial 

staff of Labour Department in- 

during the last summer. 905. 

Reversion of permanent men of higher 
grade to lower posts in certain branch¬ 
es of the Government of India 
Press,-. 705. 
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NEW mLm-<ondd. 

Qucfltion re — concld. 

Seniority Hat of the Binding Branch of 
the Covernnicnt of India Press, — 
701. 

Stoppage of payment for meal interval 
to the industrial workers of the (lov 

ornment of India Press,-. 701-02. 

Supply of unfiltered water in orthodox 

quarters in-. HS9. 

Vacant piece of land on the north aid 
bellind tlie orthodox quarters on the 
Irwin Road, —688. 

Waiting Hat of persons not provided 
with Government quarters in ——. 
683-84. 

NEW DELHI MOSQITE BILL— 

See “ Bill (a).” 

NEWS- 

Motion for Adjournment re banning by 
tlie Government of Bengal publication of 

-of hunger strikes in jail, etc. 1112- 

13. 

NlGH'r(S)— 

Question re eligibility of the-vision 

failed Station Masters group staff for 
certain appointments. 874. 

NIGH'P VISION PAfLED STATION MAS- 
TERS— 

See “ Station Master(s).” 

NILAMBUH-^ 

Motion for adjournment re closing down of 
the branch line between Shoranpur 
and —■— in the Malabar District. 1026- 
27, 1080-95. 

NOMINATED MEMBEU(S) - 
See “ Member(8) .” 

nomlnation- 

Question re. -of the Panel of Chair¬ 

men. 211. 

NON-GA^iETTED POST(S)— 

See “ Po8t(8).” 

NON-GAZETTED RAILWAY SER¬ 
VANTS— 

See “ Railway servant{s).” 
NON-GAZETTED SERVICE— 

Question re 8C.ales of pay and seniority of 

senior subordinates in -of the old 

East Indian Railway and the old Oudh 
and Rohilkhind Railway. 607-08. 


NON-GAZETTED STAFF— 

See “ Staff 

NON-OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVE— 
See. “ Representative(s) 

NON-RESIDENT MEMBER(S)- 
See “ Resident Meml)er(s) . ’ 
NON.TRANSFEU(S)— 

See “ Transfer(s) 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE— 
Question re re Tiiitment of relatioiw of 
employees in the Income-tax Depart¬ 
ment, Punjab,-and Delhi Pro\ inccs. 

59-60. 

NOirrH-WESTERN RAILWAY— 

Sc' “ Rail\vay(s) 

NOTE{,S) - 

Issue of one rupee-. 76.5-69. 

Issue of one Rupee-u ithcuL the agency 

of the Reserve Bank of India. 276-78. 

NOITCE(S) - 

Question re — 

-issued for contravention of the 

terms of sanction granted by the Delhi 
Improvement Trust. 53. 

-of a suit on behalf of Mir Maqbool 

Maharnocxl of Amritsar against the 
North Western Railway. 879. 

NURSE(S)— 

Question re attendance on employees’ 
families by-employed in the Medi¬ 

cal Department of the North Westciu 
Railway. 9. 

0 

OATH OF OFFKH^:— 

A\'er.s, Mr. i\ W. 1. 

Bunyad Hu.ssain, Khan Bahadur Sayad. 
2 .^ 

Chaudhury, Maulvi Abdul Halim. 197. 
Frampton, Mr. H. J. 1. 

Jkramullah, Mr. Muhammad. 1. 

Lawson, Mr. C. P. 1. 

Manavedan, Raja T. 1. 

Maxwell, 3’he Honourable Sir Reginald. 1. 
Mukharji, Mr. Ba.santa Kumar. 2. 
Ormi.ston, Mr. J. F. 1. 

Reddiar, Mr. K. Sitarama. 1. 

Shcehy, Mr. J. F. 1. 

Thakiir SiTigh, Captain. 1. 

Tyson, Mr. J. D. 1. 

Zaheor, Mr. Saiyid Hasan. 1. 
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0CCUPAT10N(8)— 

Motion for a(ljf)urninent rt alleiied - 

of the Musliin bJqah at Burhaiipur by 
the Military. 784-85. 

OFFKNCE(S)— 

Question re non irazettc'd railway servants 
ehar<.nHl witli in the Moradabad 

Division, Fast tridian Railway. 878. 

OFFENCES ON SillPS AND AIRCRAFT 
BILI^ 

See “ Bill(s) 

OFFICE(S)— 

Quc'stion re — 

Jioealion of the Covernment of India 

and other-in Old Delhi and New 

Delhi. 680-87. 

Ofiieers and ministerial staff of the 
Finance Jb^partment and its attached 

and subordinate - who moved up 

to Simla last summer and expenditure 
incurred in the move. 499 .001. 
Officers and ministerial staff of the Home 
Department and its attached and sub¬ 
ordinate - — who moved up to Simla 
last summer and expenditure in the 
move. 496-98, 

Recruitment communal composition, 
salaries, etc., of certain staff in the 

Supply Dejiaitrnent and Allied-. 

287-290. 

R,e-employed sfaff in the Supply Depart¬ 
ment and -. 295-297. 

OFFICER(S)— 

Question re — 

Alleged utilisation of the services of 

Khdlussis by the-of the Delhi 

Improvement Trust fur private work. 
9()7-d8. 

A[){)ointment of a Sikh - — to-’s 

establishment of the Railway Boanl 
and its attached olliccs. 861-62. 

C.)ntribution by-of the Army and I 

Air Forces Headquarters towards the 
Defence Savings l^rovident Fund and 
Defence Savings Certificate's. 496. 

Date of making payment to an-- of 

Covernment entitled to receive pay¬ 
ments on behalf of Government. 871. 

DifToK'nt scales of pay for - of the 

Preventive Servicie at Chittagong and 
Calcutta. 771-72. 

Duties of As.sistant - and Transpor¬ 

tation Inspectors on State Railways. 
28-31. 


()EF IC E R.( S)- -contd. 

Q; estion re—contd. 

Grant of arms lieonros (o special Police 
-in Delhi. 67. 

Income-tax-and lOxaminer.s in the 

Company Districts at Calcutta. 60. 

Indian-in the Government of India 

Departments and if.s attached ofliccs. 
.5.5-57. 

Muslim Railway-in the Railway 

Board proper. 859. 

Non-transfer of certain-of the 

Central Public VVbrks Department. 
910. 

— - and clerks in the Railway Board 
graduated in Mathematics. 598. 

-and ministerial staff of the Com¬ 
merce Department who moved up to 
Simla last summer and expenditure 
incurred in the Move. 680-81. 

■—— and ministerial staff in the 

Defence Co-ordination Department 

who moved up to Simla last summer 
and expenditure incurred in the Move. 
667-68. 

-and ministerial staff of the Defence 

Department wlio moved up to Simla 
last summer and expenditure incurred 
in the move. 505. 

-and mini.sb'i ial staff of the Depart¬ 
ment of Communications and its 
attached and subonlinate offices who 
moved up to Simla last summer and 
exptuiditure incurred in the Move. 
578. 

-and ministerial staff of the Depart¬ 
ment of Education, Health and Lands 
and its Attached and Subordinate 
Offices who moved up to Simla last 
summer and expenditure incurred in 
the Move. 668-69. 

-and mini.sterial staff of the External 

Affairs Department who moved up to 
Simla last summer and expenditure 
incurred in the Move. 570-72. 

-and ministerial staff of the Finance 

Department and its attached and sub¬ 
onlinate offices who moved up to 
Simla last summer and expenditure 
incurred in the move. 499-501. 

-and ministerial staff of the Home 

Department and its attached and sub¬ 
ordinate offices who moved up to Simla 
last summer and expenditure in the 
move. 496-98. 
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^VinCVA\{H)-condd. 

Question re contd. 

—- - and niiniftleriaf tidfl' nf the Lahotii' 
DcparlTiient who iiiova’d up to 
last sunliiler and experniitviro ineun'od 
in tlie Move. 6(50 GI. 

and ministerial f^tall’’ of the TjCgis- 
lative T)ej)arlm{'nt wlu) moved ii}) to 
Kinlla last summer and expc'riditure 
Incurred in (lie Move. 677. 

- and Mtinis(erial.staff of (he (‘ofhieal 
neparlnient who niovi'd up to (Simla 
last summer and (*xp('nditur(‘ im uired 
in the MovCi 67^70. 

-and ministerial :'.talf of (he R.ailuay 

Department who moved up to Sitnla 
last suniiner Ami expendi*lio* im urred 
in (lie Move, o72-76, 

- and statT of the Dellii Imp.rvtV'uuent 

'frust. GfiO-hl. 

flealino; witfi estahlisfiment mathu-s 
in (h(* (lovernnit'nt of India Olfiees. 

liaising of the new army in India. i(.s eo.-f 
and arrangenKuits for training of the 

additional-. 2f»2 65. 

Ih'cruitment of - - ^ in the Supply Dc*- 
partuumt through (he Xational Service 
Committt'e. 065-06. 

Ueport of the ' -- on spiM*i.il duty ap- 
Jiointed to investigate into certain 
matterH affecting eornnitinal n ptv^e!^ 
tation in railwav sor\ ie(‘s. 22.3, 
225 26. 

lVsor\'ation of Oovernment bungalows 
and (juarters for particular - ■ or 

staff in New Delhi or Old Delhi. 
911 12. 

I'nduly largo number of-——moving 
up to Simla. 495-96, 

Itc.soliition re appointment of a permanent 

Muslim Pilgrim-in the Seoretariat 

of the Govcniinont of India. 506-1 f. 

0FFIC1AL(S)~. 

Question rr alleged rude behaviour of the 
Quetta Railway Station —— at the 
Welcome to the President-cle(!t of the 
Baluchistan Muslim Jx'ague Session. 
683-84. 

OOILVIE, MR. C. M. G.— 

Cantonments (Amendment) Bill.— 
Motion for leave to introduce. 02. 
Motion to consider. 243. 

Consideration of clauses. 246, 246,217. 
Motion to pass. 247. 


OGILVIR, MR. C. 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill— 

Motions to consider and circulate. 37.^ 
74. 

Indian Navy (Discipline) Amendment 
Bill— 

M(?tion to conHidcr. 237, 238. 239, 
240, 241. 

Consideration of clauses. 242. 

Motkm to jjass. 242. 

Indian Navy (Discipline) Second Amend¬ 
ment Bill— 

Molion h'f leave introduce. 90-91, 
Motion to consider. 242, 

Motion to }j,iss. 242. 

Imlian Works of IMerice (Amendment) 
Bill— 

xMot,ion for leave to introduce. 90. 
XWtion to pass. 237. 

Motion for adjournment re — 

Alleged occupation of the Muslim hlquh 
at Burhanpur by the Military. 7H5. 
Failure of the Government of India to 
evoke whole-hearted enthusiasm in tho 
n.'ition U) fight the totalitarian Stabs. 
72. 

or.D DELHI— 

(Question re— 

Lo(‘ation of the ("lovernment of India 

and other otHoes in -and New 

Delhi. (586-87. 

Reservation of Govemment bungalows 
and quarters fi>r particular ofheers or 
staff in New Delhi or-911-12, 

ONE RUPEE NO'IKS— 

Sec. Note(s) 

OPEN LINE WORKS - 
Demand for E.xeess (Irani in riS[)ect of—. 
1079. 

OPINR)N(S)— 

Motion for adjournment re -- of the 

Honourabk' Membi'r for Railways and 
Communications on the D’Sou?,a Rej[)ort. 
153-54. 

ORDER(S)— 

Motion for adjournment re placing of largo 

-of purchases with a few individuals. 

150-52. 

Question re holding in abeyance - in 

respect of ceitain bridge staff niemoi ia- 
lists of the North Western Railway. 
874-76. 
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OR?.IISTON, MR. J. F.— 

Oath of office. 1. 

ORTHODOX QUARTER(S)— 

See “ Qu<artor(s) . ” 

OUDH ANJ) ROHILKHAND RAILWAV - 
See “ Railivay(s) 

OVERSEAS DOMINIOX(S)— 

See “ l)ominion(s) 

P 

PACKER(S) - 

Question re perniissioii to Boy Messengers 

acting as-in the Sind and BalueJi- 

istan Postal Circle to appear for clerical 
examinations. 568-69. 

PANDE, MR. BADRI DUTT— 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill— 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 
408, 489, 491, CIO, 611, 613, 618, 
040. 

Qiic.stion (Supplementary) re — 

Accidents to the Dacca Mail in 1939 and 
1940. 353, 

Issue of one Rupee Notes without the 
agency of the Reserve Bank of India. 
278. 

Steps for the Defence of India. 281. 
Training of Indian Pilots and Mechanics 
for the Air Force. 275, 278. 

PANEL OF CHAIRMAN (EN)— 

Nomination of the ——. 211. 

PAPER(S)— 

Certain- re Agricultural Produce Cess 

Act laid on the table. 83-88. 

Certain- re. Motor Vehicles Rules laid 

on the table. 8S. 

PAPER ECONOMY DEPARTMENT— 

Question re establishment of a-by the 

Clovernment of India. 434-35. 

PARCEL 0FF1CE(8)- 

Qiu'stion re City Booking and-worked 

by Messrs. Thomas Cook and Son. 
45-46. 

PARCEL SITPERVISOR(S) — 

(Question re faccccilings of the Selection 
Board held at the Divisonal Office, 
Howrah, East Indian Railway for filling 
vacancies of Luggage and-593. 


PARIS - 

Question re ratifica tion of the Internaiicuwil 

Sanitary Convcuti(,>u of - —. 141-42. 

PARK(S)— 

Question re provision of -— in Karol 

Bagh Dcllii. 54. 

PARMA NAND, BHAI— 

Question re - 

Allegations of ljril)cry against tlio 
Manager of the Medical Stores Depot. 
l.(ah()fe. 775. 

Alleged utilization of the siTvices of 
KhnJnsis by the officers of the Delhi 
Improvement Trust for private work. 
907-08. 

Allotinc'nt of Government (quarters to 
the staff of the Home and lA'gislativo 
Departments. 700. 

Amalgamation of Government of Jndii 
Presses at Simla and New Delhi. 
702-03. 

Appointimmt of Mr. Passmore in the 
Supply Department and his dutie.s. 
705. 

Assessment value of houses and shops 
in the Kasnuli Cantonment. 63. 

Books or syllabus prescribed for promo¬ 
tion courses on State Railways. 
868 . 

Building plans received by the Delhi 
Improvenuud Trust. 52. 

Cadre.s of Guards on certain State Rail¬ 
ways. 604. 

Cases of infringement of building bye¬ 
laws of the Delhi Improve ment Trust. 
907. 

Certain re.strictions on appointments to 
.subordinate .servi(!e posts on North 
Western Railw^ay. 882. 

Circumstances and conditions under 
which certain penalties are to be 
imposed on persons ceasing to be rail¬ 
way servants. 868-69. 

Classes and groups for the purposes of 
vision testa of certain railway em¬ 
ployees. 870-71. 

Communal considerations in the promo¬ 
tion of Guards on the North Western 
Railway. 1014-15. 

Complaints against the Building In¬ 
spector of the Delhi Improvement 
Trust. 53. 

Connecting of drains with sewers in 
Karol Bagh, Delhi. 707. 




rK]^E-X TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


67 


-PARMA NANJ), HHM~co7dd, 

(Question re, -c )ut/l. 

J)aL‘ of payua-ai to aa oflicer of 

(ioverniiuMiL riUillrcl to j‘('c(‘ivo J>ay- 
iiU'rits oil of (jlovcjj)iju iit. 

<S i J . , 

.Jtcfiictivo aiacJiiiK'.^ in Lino., Mono.! 
and .Macliino 1 )('|)ai tii)<'nt of tlio j 
(lov crinni'iil. oflridia Now DrJln. 1 

70.1 j 

DrsiralijJit y rjj' it'.i\ a‘'on c-i aJlnlnii-nt ofi 
(jijart(‘i>^ fiilrs in t)ir ,a-!- nl 'ou ji.o’dJ 
manind jion-jnigiM.;or\ TOn * 

ial tiratii ' nl nicird /ait t< pj( .-r- ■ 
<’o/npo>iiloi'.s ill thr (•ov.innunt ..f’, 
India J'j'css. \r\4 Didiii. 

Jti.'i Lllouancf of »In ]»n', j'- l ■ (;rr<‘nt fi'ct* 
<]iiathi.'> to oia-tain l-Jiock Mjstiic.s. 
rcMa-inti.'d a> IBock Maintained.', on | 
l}u* Xorth U e,4ern KaiJuav. 
.S72-7:L ‘ , 

l)].s(jualif\'in^ non o>jzett('d railuayj 
Si 1 \. id i for |>roin('i"n oii (adinv to j 
jia.ss t no sonio'' refre.sher oourxin tK.t’L i 
.Ivi.s'inoiit rights iniringi'd ))\ eonstrne-' 
tion of o]>(‘n storui wati j- drains in 
K U’oi f^aeii, ItcJiii. 7d.S. 
lOnlninfeiiK'iit of annual preminin of^ 
A7irid plot.s in Karol iiaydi, l>olln. 1 
707-(KS. 

Krf'ction of a vail on tin* south of! 
.Mnr.ulal'ad JLilaav iSOUion N’ard, 
17asL Indian Railuav. S7L i 

.KxannnatJon for n'cniit iiunit to tlie | 
Indian Army Ordnanc'c ('orjis. 01. i 
K.vjiondituiv on tin* apjiointinents of 
non-u:a/.etted ruiUvay .".(Mvants hi tin*. 
iMorailiibad Ilivision, Last Indian! 
Railway. (102. 

Kxtra c.\i)enditure incurred liy not 
appointing an As.sistant Train Ex¬ 
aminer to ollieiate aa Head Train Kx- 
amiiicr, Bareilly. 004-05. 
iRniit vending contraet at Amritsar 
JLiiiway tStation. (iOG. 

Crade I Train Exainin4T€i on the K;uil 
Indian Railway. S50-l)(). 

Holdei-s of the appointments of IVans- 
portation Inspectors in the Moradaha.d 
Division, East Indian l^iilway. (U)|- 
02 . 

Incomplete sewerage in Karui Bagh, 
Delhi. 706-07. 

Increase in the Tent of Kazui Land in 
Delhi. 52.53. 


PARMA NANI), BHAl—cc/dd. 

Qni-.stion rr roiihl. 

Indian Dili'ri> in tin' (lovorrmu nt of 
.India Dt'parl mi nts and its attached 
ol'iifi .s. 55-57. 

India ni/n tion of tho posts fS Loco. 
Eoi< ni'-n ;nu) JirspiHdi r .»n th(' North 
We.st-ri! Ih-iila.i v. SSJ-.S2. 

Till rodiK I ion o1 .'s-iiior rcfii-lier course 
fo! -tjot St dioii 'l;mter.s on tin- 

Hi.'t ’jiliaij Railv>ay. 6<i2-03. 

ls>n>• o! 1 "-t ru •! i‘' 1 • ent 1 1“' in “ 

lolii.'ii'i of til!' ('cilsm.s it turns. 772- 

;4 

Jo" n.s<'.s foj j )'/*j»ara ti'-n T .\vurvedie 
medicines troin jiaturaJ tennented 
mgicdanil.s. 772. 

l^--ng inte/va] intciaao.ing hetvicn. 
maJving oi' applications for .imJ allot¬ 
ment of Government 'juartens. 703- 
Ot. 

M( tailing of icjads, f*tc , ii. Karol Ragh, 
Delhi, h\ j lie Delhi Iinpiov eiiieiiL 
d'nist. !)’<»()-t/7. 

Narp'.s .Mihmitti'd liy th'* Divisional 
iSnji'nntendcnt. .Moiailaliad Division, 
tor promotion ot non-ga/a-tteil railway 
t><‘ivant-, to t he l(>w ' r ga/.ettod V rv ie(‘. 
OOL 

Non-namin'.i of C'^etain ro.uls in Karol 
High. 1 toUiJ. 5 I. 

Notici'.', is.-m d (er •ontravopt ion of tlie 
teniLs oi’r aui'lion gram ('d liy the l.tidlii 
IinproN I'nicnl Ti i.^t. 53. 

Option to .Staio Ihul'Miy ♦ '’nloyees to 
.led old v)i 0 ‘vi I <1 u nt i ule.s. (vll,"). 

Di’dor.-, foiee for pro'Uotion of servants 
on th<‘ Xoitli Wcsiian Railway on a 
eommnnal basis. S72. 

Penalties inipo.sed on ]iersons in railway 
.services, ela.s.",. vs J and II. 87U. 

J\iliey o)»served l>v the {h*nt*ia] Manager. 
East Indian Railwav, in t!i(> mattm' of 
catering eontraet.s. (ido-Oti, 1105. 

JY’i'ferenei* given to non-cdigihle IMusliin.s 
for promotion to the lower gazetted 
.services on tlu' Eo.st Indmn Railwax. 
60,3-0-1. 

'Principles and standards for promotion 
-of Railway Duarrks, Grade li to Crado 
HI. 1013-11. 

Procedure for en(|uiiy into charge's 
against railway istTvants. 869-70. 

Pronu)tion to senior suliordinates of 
Transportation staff and to senior 
subordinates of Loco. Stiff. 882. 


’M13LAD 
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VA KMA NAND, BHAI- 
Question rc—contd. 

Prosecutions sanctioned hy the Delhi 
Improvement Trust. 52. 

Protection of (Jovernment quarters from 
tuberculosis infection. 701-05. 

Pi'ovicling (T electric lights in Karol 
Bagli, Delhi. 708. 

Provision of lights on certain rcRids in 
Karol Bagh, Delhi. 54. 

Provision of parks in Karol B.*igh, Dt'lhi. 
54. 

Pecogiiition of the Association of Bail¬ 
way (luards at I^ucknow. 871-72. 

Keduction of electricity c‘harges in New 
Delhi. (15. 

Bediietion of water charges in New Delhi. 
(15. 

Ivclicving Cluards in certain Divisions 
of the East Indian Kailwav. 008. 

Pe])atriation of Mr. L. N. Khanna’s 
wife and daughter tVom ^udetcnland 
(iennany. 775-70. 

Ke[)resentation for replacing irrm w'iie 
dows by wooden windous in Baja 
Bazar vSquare, New Dellii, 7(U)-01. 

Designation of sta.T of the Delhi Iin- 
prov’^cment I’rust. 53. 

Reversion of permanent men of higher 
grade to lower posts in certain branches 
of the Government of India Press, 
New Delhi. 705. 

(Sanctioned strength of the Transporta¬ 
tion Inspectors in the Mora da bad 
Division, East Indium Railway, 002. 

Scales of pay and seniority of s(;ni )r sub¬ 
ordinates in non-gazvtted services of 
the old East Indian Railway and’ the 
old ()udh and Bohilkhand Rail wav. 
(107-08. 

Scales of pay of certain non-gazetted 
railway sevrants in the Moradabad 
Div ision of the East Indian Bailvvav. 
004, 

Seniority list of the Binding Branch of 
the Government of India Press, New 
Delhi. 701. 

Shifting of the dumping ground for 
dead animals from Karol Bagh, Delhi. 
907. 

Shifting of the- tuberculosis clinic from 
Karol Bagh, Dellii. 54. 

Steps taken by the Delhi Improvement 
Trust foT planting trees and shrubbery 
in Karol Bagh, Delhi. 90G. 


PARMA NAND, BHAI—coac/d. 

Questioi’; re -conUl. 

Stoppage of payment for meal intcrv^al 
to the industrial workers of the Govern- 
me!it of India Press, New Delhi, 
791-02. 

Telegraph ottices in the Delhi Provim o 
making deliveries of messages. (lOO- 
07. 

dVnders invited for the printing of tlio 
Fmtji Akhlxtr. 774-75. 

Tongas permitted to run frc'm the 
Meerut (Jantonment Railway NStatiou. 
58. 

Vnreeommended employees allowed to 
appear as recruits lor nppointment asf 
Guards on the North U estern Rail¬ 
way. 1015-1(>. 

Unsatisfactory condition of Naiwala in 
Kaiol Bagh, Delhi, 51. 

PARSI MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 
(AMENDMENT'; BIEL— 

See ‘‘ Bill(s} .” 

PART’IAL EXODUS— 

See “ Exodus 

PAS8(ES)— 

Question n — 

Duscrimiimtion in the matter of-and 

privilege ticket orders between an 
adopted and step-son on State Rail¬ 
ways. 355-50. 

-for van suiters on the North W’est- 

ern Railway. 873. 

Railway alknvcd to Messrs. Thomas 
Cook and Son and their stalE 45. 

Representation from tlie state-inanagc-d 
railway administrations for allowing 

second class-to Inspectors and 

Assistant Inspectors. 305. 

Special pilgrim-required by Indiam 

pilgrims for Iran and Iraq. 8. 

PASSENGER(S)— 

Question re — 

Inconveniences suffered by tb.ird class 

-on the Jacubabad-Kashmoro' 

Rai’way in Sind. 5-0. 

Intervals for washing of the-carri¬ 

ages running on Branch lines of the 
North Western Railway. 9-10. 

PASSMORE, ]\1R.— 

Question re appointment of-in the 

Supply Department and his duties. 705. 
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.PATIENT(S)— 

Q,ue>>ti 0 n re complaintg mbout tbe treat- 

moiub of-- in tko Iruni HogpitaJ, New 

Delia. 

I'AUCJITY— 

Question rr. - 

— -of Miislimg inAhe tStalT of the 
imp<‘rial VeU;rinary Jlescarcli InsU- 
tuk*. 1105-07. 

-of iSinflbiH in the North Western 

Dailway suborJinate horvice, 22j^, 
22 &. 
a?AY(«) - 

<*h]estion r« — 

JXitferont Kcales of - -- for Dfkcers of the 
Prevent,ive Service at Cbiitai^^ou^ and 
Calcutta. 771-72. 

DicreirKMiLs of-of Ktatl workin" as 

temporary guards in the Ilovrah 
Division of the Ifast Indian Rjiilvva^. 

.Diior ganeh'on by the Railwaj- Board to 

revidone of scal(‘« ©f-atlecting aj 

wboJe class or grade of employees on j 
certaiu State Railways. 590. 
Deduction of the gang .staff on .Tacoba- 
bad Kashmorc S(K*,tion, North Western 

Railway, to lo\v<*rsf^alcs of-854-55, 

Rules in respect of-and allowances, 

Provident Fuml, etc., on the Oudh 
and Holiilkliand Railway before and 
after amalgamation. 591, 

PAYMBNT - 

IWotion fji adjourmont re financial 
arrangements with His Majesty’s Gov¬ 
ernment re -for the purchase of 

materials from India, 152-53. 

'Qm^stion re — 

Date of making - to an officer of 

Government entitled to receive- 

on behalf of Government. 871. 

Kxec.ss -by the employees of the 

North Western Railway to the Rail¬ 
way Medical Staff. 8-9. 

Stoppage of —~— for meal interval to the 
industrial workers of the Government 
of India Press, New Delhi. 701-02. 
PAYMENT OP WAGES ACT— 

See “ Act(s) 

RblNALTY (lES)— 

Question re — 

Circumstances and conditions under 

which certain-are to be imposed 

on persons ceasing to be railway ser¬ 
vants. 868-69, 

-imposed on persons in railway 

services, classes I and II. 870. 


PENSION(S)— 

Question re-or grain itics granted te 

Government employees at the Kamaran 
Quai-antine Station. 283-84:, 1104-05. 

P£ON(S)— 

Question re — 

Allotment of-’ quarters in New 

Delhi. 137-3.8. 

Sikhs taken as-in the (•overnmenl of 

India S<‘eretariat. 964-65. 

V^aeancies of-filled in tho Govern- 

jaeiit of India Offices. 38-41. 

nme ENTAGbk^)— 

Question re -- 

MusliTn repros(*ntation in ether clas.se9 
of service not to be affected by higher 
-of Musuins in tho posts of dress¬ 
ers. 695-96. 

— - reserved for Miislims in labour and 
inferior services on State railways 
356-57. 

PERMLSSION— 

Motion for adjournment re refusal of- 

to Mr, Bhalabhai Doaai and to Mr. 
Asaf Ah to visit Wa/dristaii. 70-77. 

PERSONNEL— 

Question rc —- - of the Roger Committee 
from Overseas Dominions and States 
and its mission. 429-34. 

PESH.YWAR-^ 

Question re broadcast of Sikh religion and 

history by the Lahore, -- and Delhi, 

Broadcasting Stations. 861. 

PETTT10N{S)— 

Appointment of the Committee on- 

439. 

Question re withholding of memorials,- 

etc., of non-gazettod raihvay servants 
by Divisional Superintendent, Morador- 
bad Division of the East Indian Railway. 
16. 

PETROLEUM (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ BiU(s) 

PIECE COMPOSITOR(S)— 

See “ Compo8itor(a) .** 

PILGRIM(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of committees of-and 

Amtr-ul-ff(ij by Port Haj Committees 
on-ships. 140. 
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rirA5RTM(S)-'Co«7r/. 

Question re—conUL 

Fees collected fn)m ITaj — for meeting 
exjx^nscs in connection with Port Haj 
Coininittees. 091-92. 

(Special-passes required hy Indian 

--for Iran muI Iraq. d. 

PJLQPIM OFFKh'OU— 

Pt'solution Appointnicnt ol a P(‘rinan(Mit 

Muslim-in the Secretariat of tiie 

(lovcTtimcnt of India. ISH-9(k 
See also un l?r “ Odicci\s) 

riLGRIAf PASS(FS)- 

Question re special - napiircd ])y Indian 

pilu;riins for Iran and Ira'q. S. 

PTLORIM S1T[P(S)— 

Question re— 

Appointment of coniTnittccs of pi’<i,nms 
and A nur-nl-IIoj by P<*i't ll.aj ('om 
inittc'cs^ Oil --—. 140, 

Appointment of Muslim sta!f on Indian 

- —, 111 . 

Shippinsj; fares from Indian ports to 

.Icddali and low sp(‘(‘d of ceilain-. 

142-44. 

PtUlRlMACiF- 

Question re shipping arrangements for the 
next Haj-. 141. 

riLOT(S)— 

Quesdon re training of Indian’ -- and 

Mt'chanies for the Air Force. 273-79-. 

PLAN(.S)-— 

Question re building-received by thi' 

Delhi Improvement Ttust. 52. 

PLOT(S)-- 

Question re lay-out of the TinpiT)vemcnt 
Trust in certain areas in Delhi. 35. 

POLICE OFFJCFR(S) - 

Question re grant of arms licences-to special 
—“ in Delhi. 07. 

POLICE STATION— 

Question rc information given to the Karol 

liagh-Delhi, about the pre.sence of 

gang of criminals called Bauriyas, 981. 

poLicy(ms)— 

Question re -observed by the General 

Manager, East Indian Railway, in the 
matter of catering contracts. 1105. 


POLITICAL DEPARTMENT^ 

Question re — 

Conferc'nces, committees or sub-com-- 
mitt^'cs lu'fd at Simla last sumnn'r 

under the control of the-. G79- 

80. 

Olliccrs and ministerial stafT of the-- 

who moved up to Simla last summer 
and expenditure inciwred in the- 
Move. 078-79. 

poirr(S) - 

Qir'.stion re shipping fares from Indian —- 

trj- .ledrkdi a id low sjiecd of certain) 

Pilgrim Ships. 142-44. 

PORT IIAJ C()MM1TTF.F(S-) — 

(^t.uestion le - 

Appointment of eommittiH's of jiilgrims' 
and Afnir-iil-ffftj by pilciim ships. I to. 

Fees colfcetixl from Ibij pilerims tor 
meeting (‘xpi'iisoN in .•(.mncelion witli 
-. (191-92. 

Grant of allou'.ances to non-residi'iit 
members of the- - —for atti'iiding 
uc'etings. 114, 

Propaganda and (‘xiK'iiditure tlu'remi by 
tlie - - -. 284-85. 

1 Savings due to setting up of tlie-. 

091. 

Suggestions made 1)}’ tlm ——. 092-93. 
PORT TRUSTuS)— 

Question re- - 

Inadequate Indian nqirivsentatioii in 
the Calcutta ——. 229. 

Inadequate Indian reju’c'sentation in 
the-. 2-4. 

Muslim officers employed by tlic Calcutta 
-. 582. 

Non-employment of Indian- brokiTs by 

the Calcutta- for purchasing 

telegraphic transfers- of the loi’af 
JTxcliange Banks to ih(i United King- 
d/jm. 220-30. 

Non-employment of Indian brokers for 
short deposits businc'sses of the Cal¬ 
cutta --. 230. 

Scholarships for .special training giv(!U 
by the Government of India or the- 
Calcutta-. 382-83. 

POST(S)— 

Question re — - 

Certain restrictions on appointment to- 

Subordinate .service-- on North 

Western Railway. 882* 
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■<^';cstion re --c>onkl. 

JlcUigation of j)Owt‘‘r to rnako first 
appointmonts in non-gazctt(‘d — 
on certain vStatc* Railways. 12, 

Indianisatiw the — — of Lo(m-). Fore¬ 
men and Tn.s]>.'etf)rs on Uie North 
Weati'rn Rail'env H81-82. 

^on-8iiJdhi Muslims an clerical-in' 

the Oftiee of the ilivisional »Su{)erin- 
tendent. North Western Jtailway, 
Karachi. 851-52. j 

Numbei-vS and eliaractcT of non-gawth'd I 

-oji (('Uiiin State R;iJhvavs. 12, | 

877. 

lYoeednro for making a])pointrn<“nts and 
jjromotioMH in nftn-sek el i<an • — ot 
non-.scleetif)n grades after the initial 
af)pointment on certain Stah's Itail- 
ways. It. 

Promotions to the Saperintimdents’ 
in the o(li('»' of the Director Oneral of 
Posts and Teegra[)bs. .50-51. 

Peservation of the— ofen(|nirvel('rk.s, 
etc., for gnard.s \^ith derectivc vi.'.ion 
on the North VVe.sh>rii Railway. 
852-64. 

Selection -- or sele<'ti;ni grades or - 

State Railways. 20-27. 

Seleetion - —- or .selection urade.s s’mhm- 
fied by the (h'ncral .'bwmgrT.s on cer¬ 
tain ll^t.ato Railways. IB, 

POST OFFiOlCi^^)- - 

Question rc TwthT Post "DrliviTy'’ fmin 

— in the Delhi Provimje. 15. 

POSTAL €in€LKtS>~ 

Question fe — 

Appointment of candidates in the po.sts 
and Telegraphs subordinate service 
in the Sind and Baluelhstan — with¬ 
out the production of valid domicile 
certificates. 359-CO. 

Appointment of unqualified pt'Tsons in 
the Sind and Baluchistan —. 5C9- 
70. 

Permission to Boy Messengers acting as 
Packers in the Sind and Baluchistan 
-k) appi'ar for clerical examina¬ 
tions. ofiB-fit). 

POSTAL Ol.ERK— 

6'oe “ C]erk(s) 

POSTAL MAIL(S)— 

See. ** Mail(s) 


POSTAL OFJ'^KTAIdS)— 

Que stion re colkrctivc a:ssessm(‘nt of water 
rates on -— - and Telcgiaph ofliciaks 
occupying Covcniment quarteas in 
Simla. 598-99, 

POKrS AND TKLEGHAPHN— 

Question re appointment of candidates in 

the-siihordinate service in the Sind 

and Baluchistan Circle without tire 
production of valid domicile certificates. 
.‘159-riO. 

I'OSd'S AND TFd.WlRAPHS, DIRECTOR 
(iFNFRAL OF- - 

Qut'stiun re promotions to the ftu{>erin- 
t(uuleiit.s’ fKJsts in the otlice ofthe --— 
.50-51. 

POCLd’RY RFSiCARCH SECTION— 

Qiicsrion re M\N!ims in the-of tho 

Itiiperial V'etennarv Research Institute, 
595.1108, 

POWER, CATION OF^ 

Questioji re -tom:;ke first aiqaointments 

in non-ga/etted posts on certain State 
Railways. J2. 

PRAYER TIME- 

Qiiesrjon rn pi lying of music thrrsigh loud 
speakers during - at i)t‘lhi. 287, 

PRI'kMIUMiS) — 

Que.stion re (Mihanecuumit of annual 
— of plots in Karol Jkagh, 

Delhi. 707-08. 

PRFSIDENT^S)-- 

Qm'S'ion re allcgi d rud<' beha"’V)ur of tho 
Quetta Railway Staikwi o lieials at tlie 
weka me to lie - —e eet of the Baluchis¬ 
tan Muslim League Session. 583-84. 

PRESlDEN'f, MR. (THE HONOLTIABLE 
SIR ABDUR RAHIM)— 

Remarks by— 

It is the etii-iuettc to give way wdn*n 
ptusonal explanations aie sought to 
be given. 358, 

PRESS! ES)— 

Question Te — 

Amalgamation of Covernment of India 

-at Simla and New Delhi. 702- 

D3. 

Defective machines in the Lino. Mono* 
and Machine Di'partment of the Cov¬ 
ernment of India—,New' X)elhi. 703. 
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1 JtESS(ES)— 

Qi-es-titm re—contd. 

Diilercntial treatment inejed oWl to piece 
compositor its? the fJoV('mment of 
India-, Kew 701 

Jleversian of peilnancTit men of hi7?her 
grade to lower po«ts in certain branch¬ 
es- of the (xoveiTimeJit of Irdh — 
New Delhi. 70o. 

Seniority list of the Binding Branch of 

the Government of India-, New 

Delhi. 7Df. 

Stoppage of pavmeni foi* meal interval 
to the imlustrial woriicf's of the Gov- 
ernmerit ot'IndiaNeW JAdhi. 
701-02. 


PBoermRG- 

Question re--- 

——fof encpiiry inflo efia'iT^eS 
-ftiHwritp seryantvS. 8^-70,- 

of iV'portiJwg the work after fh<r 
11 eipirj' ilia p?t;<hatRf!iary jjohHi.- 

1 : 877. 

1 PROGRAMMERS)— 

j) Questkm re Si'kh' religrofrs ^ I'fn 

1 bmadcitsting stfttions; 4-^. 

j| PROHIBITION • 

[i Motkm for ad;()i]fTTinfnU re — C'f viW-- 
j, fork frtnii eiitcrc.g th«:‘ P.i^vsv 

|:PROAfO'Ilf/N(.‘?)'‘=- 


VB EVENTIVE SPK VK'E -- 
Question re diffcA'nt scales of pay for 

Officer;; of flK‘-at Chiettagong and j' 

(Tafeutta, 771-78. i': 

BIUNTING- "• 

QiKstfoTi re fenrh'Tl^ fiiTitetf for tfo — , 
of Ihc^' F'lu ji. [Udur. 77 t-Tf). j 

briva'it: sTfc^iirrARv ro hb e\‘(el- i 

LEXOVTHE VR’EROV— j 

Question re reeni/tn'cii’^, (.f Sikhs a’s infcTiOr 
sc'rvants in (he Office of the Mibtoy T 

Sc-cn.*tary aitd thf.-. 913 . i 

jPRIVATK Witk'K- _ ! 

QuestifTii fe allegetf utiff.satk'm of fhc^'ServiVi' | 
(}f Khilasir by the otliV'oiS of the Delhi ■ 

Imprm'emc nt Trust for-. bP']?'08v 

BRrVfLEGEtS/--- 

Question TO —^ : 

Disallowance of ifie-of rent, 

free (pairferstoecrtnin Rloek NliWrics 
rcaa’iiiicd as Block Maintainers on the J 
North Wei^ern Railway. 872- 73. j 

BRmLEOE TfCRET Ol-iDER(rS)- 
Question re — 

Diseri'minatiOn in the niatfcr of pa^sses 
and —— between an adopted and 
step-son oh Stater Ltaifways-. 35n-l)6. 
TrOhibitioh of railway employees to 

tikvel' on-by mail add fotnmss 

trains. f020-2/. 

J>ROBAri6NARV' PDRIOlT- 

Questiovl’ — 

Pimcduho for eonfirmation on the' 
ejf (ffi - - oh S t ate R a i (ways. f.T. 

Pr('ee4'iVb of reporting the wmk after 
f iWj' filpA^/ of the ——. 877. 


Qi/cstion rr— 

Boevks and sv(laT)ff4 prescribed (of -—' 
cotirses on Stato l^ailways. 8dS. 
Cfennel ef^ - for hi'tiueli ofi tW 
Grrat Indkth Pminniih 
3 (-32' 

(dnihAnTnl considrratirffis in the-- — 

V>f gUhVdS'lV(//r> gr«*e D La-^V-lfd'e Mt 

on toic'r NVath Wesb-itf Ra'iiu/iv. 

OonihAina? cnn^a’derafiona in tfie- 

of grib.ixfs on the' North Western BaiD 
ivay. 1014-I'h 

Dii^qtialifvifg noh-gazcDcd’ railway 

.‘^aVants f(»r --on faifrAe to pa.-^; 

I Ac senior f('fit*? her ^'jvVce. 10.3 
Exclusion of non-MiisIinis 
as .fountcvmen tVihciy maik' an Iho' 
Noitli \^est('iu f-iH/iway, *877 
iiVi'i'ment in the pctCent.i.re of ' of 
routine eierks in giM;lc /I by the- 
C'bief Accounts Officer of tkti North- 
Western Railway. 800-Gf. 
iSfamcs submit fed’ 6/ tlie Dirisionaf 
Superint/enclcnw, Mota’dabaef Divi¬ 
sion, for*——of non-^a7>rt‘tt<?d rail¬ 
way' servantii to tW’ lowe;? gwetted' 
.st'rviec. 6017 

Orders in force for--—of sei-vaiits on 
the North Westeni Railway cn a 
communaf basis. 872. 

Rolicy of making——fmm amongst 
employees' of the same branch on tho 
North Western RaiTway. 875, 
RrcfcTonce' gif'cti to' non-ehgibfe Mns* 
ihns foi* to the lower gazetted^ 
services on the East iiidian Rail¬ 
way. 603-047 
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l?RO M0TI0N(S )^contrl 
Question re^—oordd. 

Principles and standards for—-of 
Railway Guards Grade II t-o Grade 
III. 1013-14. 

Procedure for makinj; appointments 

and-- in non-solcction posts or 

non-selection grades after tlio initial 
appointment on certain Stak^ Rail- 
Wav'S. 14. 

—“ of a record lifter as a clerk in the 
Chief Accounts Office on the North 
WVstern Railway. 

-of clerks i)i the Jh'adomrl' ' 

OfFice. of the North WesP rn R olway. 
4h-P). 

•--of firomon on the Croat Indian 

IVninv^da Railway. 5H 59. 

.- of unnrds uradc II to jp\ards uo'ade . 

Ill on (h('- North VV('smr?\ Poiilwaw ; 

--— of shuntinjT slaff on the North 
W('H ter n R ai Iwa y. t> t - f' 0 > 

-.of 4'raffio “Pupils” as dValTic 

fuspectors on Ac North Western i 
Railway. HBfi. i 

-- of Trafli(! pupils wnrkinjt on the j 

North WcPtern Railway as Traflicj 
I n s pc (4 OTs. ft.'So - f)!). 

■— ‘to senior suhardinates of Trans¬ 
portation staff and to senior sul>cr- 
dinate^ of Loco staff. 

— - to the Superintendents' posts in 
the office of the Dircctor-Gcrural of 
Posts and Telegraphs. .00-51. 
Provision of a channel for -—of 
Markers to Suhordmate Service Posts 
on the North Weskwn Railway. 
579. 

Snbjectlnjt persons selected by tlic 
Divisional Selection Board at Karachi 

for training and -- a.s guards,] 

grade ll, on the North Western RaiN 
way to further tests. 22S-29. 

PROPAGANDA-- 
Question re— 

Expenditure by the Indian Coffee Cess 
Committee on —— activities in 

India. 426-27. 

Expenditure by the Indian Coffee Cess 

Committee on salaries and- 

activities of the London Market 
Expansion Board. 424. 

--and expenditure thereon by the 

Port Haj Committees. 284-8^ 


PROSECUTION— 

Quosticn re 

— of Pandit Jawahar Lai Nchni. 
973-74. 

—.— .sanctioned by the Delhi Improve¬ 
ment Trust. 52. 

PROSPECT(S)— 

Que.stion re loss of - ■— of guards in grado 
1 and If by tho abolition uf grade IV 
on the North Western Railway. 862- 
63. 

PROVIDENT KUND(vS)— 

Quc.st ion re — 

Admi:..sion of the inferior and labour 
service employees on .State Railways 
to the privilege of contributing to- 

ward.s--. 856-57. 

Contribution by officers of the Army 
and Air Forces Headijuaruus towards 
the Defence Savings —— and Defence 
Savings Certificates. 496. 

Rules in respect of pay and allowances 
—■—, etc., on the Oudh and Rohil* 
khand Railway before and after 
amalgamation. 591. 

PROVlNCEff^V - 

Question re rpiotas of eaudidat(\s for 
ememency commi-.sions and as pri¬ 
vates for the armv fi.xed for different 
780-81. 

PROVINCIAT. LEGISLA I URES— 

Set " Legislatnrefs) 

PI'' B1JC ACH'()l' NTS COMMrrPEE— 

Motion to consider the Report of the-, 

1062-75. 

Presentation of the Report of tho-. 

609-10. 

PUBLIC ISERVIOEfS)*.- 

Question rt advisability of withdrawing 
tho Government P ^solution on (uun- 
munal reservation of appointments in 
-. 205-06. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT— 

Question re— 

Non-transfer of certain officers of tho 
Central-. 910. 

Use of Governmi'nt furniture by oertniii 
chowkidars ei gaged by the Central 
-. 664. 
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t>lIBLICATl()N(S)— 

Aloiion for Adjimnuiient re b.' n‘ i’Jg by 

the GoveiiuiK'iil of Bengal-of 

iicw» of hunger strikes in jail, etc, 
1112-13. 

Question re-- 

of Indian Baihvays (Amend- 
nunt) Bill (No. 2S of 1940) in «‘erta n 
State Kailway (JazHtos. 12-13. 

-(.>f the rules and regirlations govern- 

ing the ilofi-gazetted railway scnV'ants 

on State l:ailvvays. 11-12. 

Kut's govcrid.g the-of n.atters in- 

Railway (la/cttes. 877. 

KlJNlSffMENT— 

Question re. erpfanation of railway | 
ciMployces in <‘ase ol eiifvineemeut ot I 
-already intlicted, 10. i 

PILNMAB - I 

Question re rccTiutuunt- of BoTtetihiis of' 
eni]doyecs in lh(' liu'emie-tax Depart-| 
ir.eni; PunjAb, North-West BAuitier j 
and Delhi Pi*ovinees. bO 00. ! 

I'UN.IAUt OetKMiiis)— I 

SfJ " I 

fUrClKA^KiS)— t 

Mdlijii Uii’ lutjduiniin'nt rr-■ I 

Bijiarieial ai rangeiiatits with Tlis 1 
Majesty’s (iovernmeiit-P'ayment for j' 
the — of nipt(o’ials froui Jiulia. j 

ib2 r,n. ; 

Plaeing of faf?e (^fdets of-W'itli i 

a few' individnajs. 17)0-52. ! 

Question re eontraetors fo." the War-. ! 

287. I 


QirAHANTINE - 
truest ion re~ - 

Pensions or ^'atiiitic's granted to 
^Jo\i funiL*nt ('rnployees at the 

Kanvhran-Stutiou. 283-8 f,- T104- 

05. 

— station at Kariraran. 367. 
QUARTER(S)-- 
Question re - 

Additions arid atterationsf oarrffe<f out 
in jierfunetory mairnet in certain 
“ n " tyt>c ortluKlox —— in New 
Delhi. tiO.d. 

Allot n:*(avt of duftrles’--in New- 

Wliie 136-37. 


Que.stion re- -could. 

Allotment of Covemrnrnt ■ — to tho 
staff of tfic Honie araj, Liiginiative 
-DepartrnenU.- 71A). 

Allotment of peun4’-- id New Dlihi.- 

137-38. 

Allotment of-- to certain cTa>tees cf 
uon-gazettt>d ii*ilwav stTvantw on 
Htate Railways. 5tD. 

J^uihling of -- srffTiaiTaUdy foi" itS’ 
heafiqmivters start by the Railway 
Board hi New' Delhi. 687-88. 
filolleetivc as'^'ismeut of water rate« on* 
Postal and 4'elegmph otlicials oeeupy- 

mg Govi rivmcnt-in Simla. 598.- 

Decorist> ill file perteritage of allots 

ment of-in New Delhi. 683,- 

Delay in tl>e rep i'vs of etTlain 

“ I) ” type orthodox - in New- 

Delhi. 665*66. 

Xlesirahility of reduction in of rent 
for Uovenmient in New Dtdhi. 
{;«.• ^ 

Disallowaheo or the privilege of rent 
kx'd — —• to cciftahi Block Misti ii's- 
revvuifvd as- Block Maintavners oii^ 
tlur Noifh VVVstciu Railway. S'/2- 
73. 

Keflge?tplanned-OH the lawjl^ <hc 

orthodox — on tlic Iiv>in Road 
hi Ne\f i>eihi' 566*67. 

InadOipratr m»mbfr of ‘ B ' add ‘ C ' 
ifnorChoikvx; —— in New Dr I hi.* 

6H2.- 

Leakagr? in the ^)hf4 of ortbodOx *-- 

HiiNcTT Delhi dwing last rumy scasoin- 
682-83. 

Lmig ihtervat ?ntfTrenHig between 
making of applk'&Tiioils for and allot¬ 
ment of Govenimenfc . 703-04, 

Prolecffon of Govemihenf — — from' 
lJuWculosis ii>f4action. 704-05. 

Provhaon of rent-frte^-to Block 

Maintaincr?^ on the NorCb Wcsterii 
Railway. lf03-04. 

——ComrMttce, Moradabad Division, 
East Indian Railway. 5513. 

Railway-at Monidabad and staff 

dccu'pyhig thciit. 594“. 

Ri^servatioii of Go'vcrnmcnt builgalows 

and-for' 'particular ofiicers or 

staff id NeMr Defhi* or Old Delhi. 
911-12. 

Supply of urtfiltomd water in orthodox 
-in New Delhi, 689. 
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QU AT vT 1^ ll( 8— comUL- 
QiiOHtion rfi — condd. 

Vacant piece of hind OTT tlh* north side 

T)ehJnd orthodox *-ow the 

Irwin Hoad, New Delhi. hH8. 
Waitin<5 Iit*t <»f per<»onf’ not provided 
with (lOveniTnont —— i-n Nerw Delhi. 
883-84. 

QUAirrEKLY STAT’EMENT— 

Question m Offrtain — forwai'cfc^d T>y 
the Divisional Superint-i^ndent.. Morada- 
b,ld Diviwon of the hwlian Kuil- 
Wayv I<M7,878. 

QUT^rJ'A— 

Qu(A>4.ioi) /7i affnged i*'’i Ic IxdfaTKrvr of tlir 

-JTailway Htation ofiicliD at tlie; 

Hofconle to tho lh'0^dctft'el«’^t of the ! 
Haluchistaii Muidiin lx*aj^uC SeMsion. ; 
583-84'. i 

(JlT()TA(S)— j 

Qiicslht^i ?’Lr - rrf c;iirfr(fiifc? for* crnci-[ 
j^ency con>n^ifWi.);>,'.> and as privates fori 
th(' arni'y hxed f(<r did'erent \n’ovince"'.-p 
780-8D { 

R 

Tumo-^ 

QucS’ti'^nt to: jiniliars' of drantas' hfoadcast- 
(h1 by the ArMrfdi'i-•, 387 1 

llAFiUDDIN AHMAD BlDDrOUE, 
8HAIKH- 

QuestfoM re —> 

Aholititm of traitt vending oft tiie Assam 
Bengal Railway. 849-50. 

Declaration of Mnsltni hoiidayS as gene¬ 
ral holidays on the Afsani Bengal 
Rail Wav'S. 850-51. 

Denial of facilities for hetterhig their 
prospects til Muslim giMduat^ em¬ 
ployee.^ On the East Indian Railway. 
1024-^5. 

Desirahility of Uniformity as to the Indian 
catering system on all Indian Rail¬ 
ways. 584'86. 

Different Scales of pay for Officers of the 
Preventive k^ennee at Chittagong 
and Calcutta. 771-72. 

Government scholarships fof training 
in flying. ioi6‘J7. 

Graduate subordiriato employees on 
the East Indian and Eastern Bengal 
Railways. 1023-24. 


RAEIUDDIN AHMED BlDDIQUE^ 
8 i I AIK H— ■canid . 

Question re—^covid. 

Improvement in the Indian catering sys¬ 
tem ai thi; Assam Bengal Railway. 
680. 1104.05. 

Increments of p.ay of staff working as^ 
temporary guards in the Howrah 
Division of the Kast Indian Railway. 
1025-2T). 

Indian catering madft a source of income 
the Ansam Bengal HaiVway. 580. 
Induio l^ailwayft where train vending is 
tiot maintained. S50. 

Muslim gra^ljJatx?» in e»tablishmci.t 
o(rKCf4. ami siipcj’visory posts on the 
Ea.'j^t Indian and Ea4eni Bengal Hail- 
waya. 1024, 1025. 

Quota of Muslim c 4 >ndidateR at the flying 
training school*. 1010. 110102. 

Rent rcceUed from liidiin stalls by the 
iVsetanl Bengal Hailw.ay. 580. 

Bclcction of candidati n for the Technical 
school connected v vth the Indian Air 
Eorccr lOlT. 

8taff working as temporary guardiir 
tlic Howrah Division of the East 
litdiun Railway. 1020. 

HAIDCkS) 

Question re ucheme for preventing- 

into 8iiid from Baluchistan and Kalat. 
230-31. 

RAILWAY(8)-«- 

Assam Bengal — 

Question re— 

Abolition of train vending on the-. 

849-50, 

Declaration of Muslim holidays aj^ 
general holidays on the --. 

51. 

Improvement in the Indian catering 
system of the ——. 586, 1104-05. 

Indian catering made a source of in¬ 
come on the ——. 586. 

Rent received from Indian stalls by 
the -- . 586. 

Company-maitftged— 

Question re fcoriiitment of Indian Chris¬ 
tians to the Subordinate and Superior 

Services of the State and-. 561- 

63. 
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hAlV^AY[B)-^conid. 

East Indian— 

Motion for Adjournment re closing of 
the Chandpur-Siau-Bijnor Section of 
the Gajraula Muazzampur Karain 
Branch of Uie -—. 917, 982-83, 

99(3-1011. 

Question rc— 

Certain quarterly Statement fc^rwarded 
by the Divisional Superintendent, 
Moradabad Division of the —— . 
1(3*17, 878. 

^ Certain record of non-gazetted rail¬ 
way servants in the Monbdabad 

Division of the --. 14*15. 

Circular ijistructions f(jr grant of 
gratuity to non-gazette I 8ta‘f in 
Luoknovv Division of the —. 18- 

19. 

Cooly contracts in Moradab<ad, Luck¬ 
now and Allahal)ad Divisions,-. 

881 . 

Denial of facilities for bettering their 
prospects to Mualim graduate em¬ 
ployees on the-. 1024-25. 

Detention of vehicles at stations in the 
Moradabad Division, — -, 594. 
Disadvantages of the staff of company 

managed section of the-trained 

at the Railway School of Transport¬ 
ation, Chandausi. 17. 

Erection of a on the south of 
Moradabad Kailway Station Yard, 
—. 871. 

Expenditure on the appointments of 
non-gazettod railway servants in 

the Moradabad Division,-. 

602, 

Grade 1 Train Examiners on the —. 
859-60. 

Graduate subordinate employees on 
the-and Eastern Bengal Rail¬ 

ways. 1023-24. 

Grant of leave to the - employees 

serving in the volunteer forces 
when required to join the army. 
67. 

Holders of the appointments of Trans¬ 
portation Inspectors in the Morad¬ 
abad Division, ——. 601-02. 
Increments of pay of staff working 
as temporary guards in the Howrah 

Division of the-. 1025-26. 

Introduction of senior refresher course 
for Assistant Station Masters on 
the-. 602-03. 


RAILWAY(8)-confrf. 

East lndm\—contd, 

Question re — confd, 

Muslim graduates in establishment 
offices and spupervisory posts on 
the-and Eastern Bengal Rail¬ 

ways. 1024-25. 

Mutual guarantee fund of the Old 
—— Company. 44. 

Non-gazetted railway servants charg¬ 
ed with offences in the Moradabad 

Division,-. 878. 

Non-submission of names of Muslim 
candidates for selection to lower 
gazetted service from Howrah Divi- 

Mion of the-. 1023. 

I’olicy observed by the General Mnnag- 
cr, ——, in tlie matter of catering 
contracts. 606-06, 1106. 

Breference given to non-eligihle Mus¬ 
lims for promotion to the lower 
gazetted services on the ——G03. 
Broccedings of the Selection Board 
held at the Divisional Office, How¬ 
rah, - for filling vacancies of 

Luggage and Bared vSupervisors. 
598. 

Quarters Committee, Moradabad Di¬ 
vision, -—. 593. 

Recruitment of temporary clerks in 
the Office of the Chiei' Operating 
Superintendent, ——. 597. 
Relieving Guards in C('rtaln Divisions 
of the —. 608. 

Sanctioned strength of the Trans¬ 
portation Inspectors in the Morad¬ 
abad Division, -. 602. 

Scales of pay and seniority of senior 
Subordinates in non-gaze (ted ser¬ 
vices of the old —— and the old 
Oudh and llohilkhand Railway. 
607-08. 

Scales of pay of certain non-gazetted 
railway servants in the Moradabad 

])ivision of the-. 604. 

Selection board or committees assem¬ 
bled in Moradabad Division on the 
-. 880-81. ^ 

Selection for appointment to selection 
posts in the Departments of the 

--and Eastern Bengal Railways. 

1021-23. 

Seniority of certain subordinate staff 

on the-. 16, 1104. 

Seniority of travelling ticket inspect 
tors on the —18. 
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JkAlLWAY(8)-(:o?^'df. 
feast Indian- covcld. 

(, Gc6ti(W rfi,—c mrldr 
Staff wwkfrtg ’m te’iWf/cJrafy g\iafd'8 \ti 
the Howrah Divffiiion of tho —, 
102(). 

lYansfers of non-j^azctted railway ser^ 
rants In fth®* Mr/rwJabad Division of 

the - and the Delhi Division ofi 

the North Vvestern Railway. 500* 
Want of shfintiiig facilities at Bakhti' 
arpiir diinctiori of the —.‘140. 
With-holding of nn morials, petffions, 
etc,, of non-gazcttel rafhvay ser-1 
vanta by the Divisional Supcriii- 
icndent/^ Moradahad Division of the 
-. Hi. 

Wf)rkiiig of the trains hciftecfi ffar- 
dwar and jRikhiisC'^ on the ^ , 

1103 . 

feAsUfn Bengal— 

Question rc*-- 

. (}ra<lnaie subordirfate e/upfoyecs on 

tlin East Indian and-. 1023-24. 

Mfish?7i gradttatea in establishment 
offices and stiperrisory posts on the 

feast Indian and-. 1024, 1025* 

SAlcetion for af)pointment fo refec¬ 
tion posts in the Departments of 
the East Indian and-—, i02l-2^. 
(Ircaf Indian Peninsala— 

Question re — 

(.^hanncl of promortlon for firemen on 
the-. 31-32. 

Disabilities of the snboiinates of the 
Bridge Engineering Works at 
Mamnad, —. 50. 

Kon-appiieahility of the fffndamentaf | 
leave rfifes to inferior staff of the 
Ooods Depot at Wadi Bander on 
the —, 58. 

Promotion of firornen on the-, 

58-511. 

Working of the Bombay Multiple 
Unit Service on the -—by cer¬ 
tain driversf, 64, 

Indian— 

Question fc— 

Desirability of nniformity as fo the 
Indian catering system on all —. 
584-85, 

-— where train tending Us not main¬ 
tained. 850. 

Jacobabad-ICashmore— 

Question re inconvo'niencea suffered by 
third class paaseflgefi on the —— in 
Sind. 6-6, 


RATl.WAY(«i;— 

Jodhpur— 

Question re ^ Himrif of Employment 
Regtilaifons ^ incorporated in the 
Indian Railways Amendment Act, 
1930, not made applicable tO’ 
British portion of -—. 86(5-07. 
North Westmi — 

Motion for Adjourmiient re alleged em¬ 
bezzlement in ihe Mttltan Division of 
the ——, 

Question rr — 

Accidents (0 persmi.f at or near DelhU 

Hhahdara Railway station,-. 

881 . 

Adrisabifity of holding competitive- 
{‘xaminations for reeruitment to 
the snbo. dinatc service on the —■—r 
226*27. 

Apprentice 7Y.iia Examiners on the 
—. 852-5.3. 

.A--'^istflf)t 8nrgcori^ on tl® —19. 
Ait('ndanc(' cn ernf)lovees’ families by 
nrifses employed in the Medical 

Department of tl ^f-. 9. 

Certs in restrictions on appointments; 
fo ‘•ubordinate service posts on —, 
8.'^2. 

Cirif suit by an employee decreed 
against the —, 501-02. 
Commirnal composition of Journey^ 
men uppointed in ceitain shops on 
the ——. 58. 

Communal oon.siderations in the prer- 
motion of guard's from grade fl to 

grade III on the-. 357-56. 

Comn^unal considerations in the pro¬ 
motion of G’uard« on the --, 

1014-15. 

Communal roserraffon both on ap¬ 
pointment and confirmation of new 

reernifis on the --. 7-8. 

Contract for book stalls given to 
Messrs. Wheefer and Company by 
the General Manager, 697, 

Dearth of Muslims in the Rawalpindi 
Division of the <——, 32*33. 
DevaTuation of Assistant Station 

Master 8 grades on the --. 

874. 

Disallowance of the privilege of rent 
free quarters to certain Block Mis- 
trfes recruited as Block Maintainerff 
on the “. 872-73. 

Discharge of certain Works Mistries 
fn the Rawalpindi Division of the 
--on communal grounds, 689-90, 
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KAILWAY(S)—cow,///. 

North Weatern— contd. 

Question re — cnntd. 

Discharge of staff controlled bv the 
Oencral Manager by the Divisional 

Superintendent of the -. 11, 

19, 857. 

Discrimination in the matter of scale 
of furniture and utensil in European 
and Indian Guards Kunning Hooins 
on the —232-83. 

Educational assistaneo to the children 
of employees on tl;p-. 688. 

Engineering Subordinates working as 
Assistant Engineers on the-. 44. 

Exce .8 paymenta by the employeoa of 

the - to the Railway Medical 

Staff. 8-0. 

Exclusion of non-Muslims from promo¬ 
tions as •lourneymen lately made 
on the-. 687. 

Exemption of the European and 
Anglo-Indian guards on Lahore 

Division of -- from working 

certain sliunting and van trains. 
364. 

Extension of Messrs. Wheeler and 
Company’s contract for book stalls 
on the North Western Railway. 
500-600. 

Filling up of certain vacancies of 
clerks recently occurring in the 
Karachi Divisional OlHce of the 
-. 587.88. 

Guards on the-. 33-34. 

Holding in abeyanee orders in respeet 
of certain biidge staff memorialists 
of the -.. 874-75. 

Increment in the percentage of pro¬ 
motions of routine clerks in grade 
II by the Chief Accounts Ofiiccr of 
the-.,—800-61. 

Indianisation of the posts of Loco. 

Foremen and Inspectors on the-, 

881-82. 

Instances in which mandatory pro¬ 
visions of rules regulating discipline 
and rights of appeal of non-gazetted 

employees on the--were not 

observed. 867-68. 

Instructions for excess reservation for 
Muslims ill the vacancies of works 
niistries by the General Manager, 
-. 363-04. 

Intervals for washing of the passenger 
carriages rumiing on Branch lines 
of the-. 9-10. 


RAILWAY(S)-~cm?/r/. 

North Western—eo;^/f/. 

Question re—conid. 

Invoice typists on the ——28. 

L regularities in the nanning of special 
trains on the —- 44-45. 

Loss of prospects of guards in grade I 
and II by the abolition of grade IV 
on the ——, 862-63. 

Lower rates of consolidated travelling 
allowance for van sorters of the 
--. 875-76. 

Muslim Traffic Inspectors on the-. 

32. 

Muslims in certain categories of ap¬ 
point mentss offitMatiug against per¬ 
manent vacancies on tlic-, 

581-82. 

Muslims selected for direct recruit¬ 
ment to certain categories of ap¬ 
pointments on the--—. 580-81. 

Non-recogniticn of Indian Hill Stat ion 
Schools, for purposes of educational 
grants by the —233. 

Kon-Sindhi Muslims in clerical posts 
in the office of the Divisk»?i:il Sii]» i - 

intendent,-, Karachi. 851- 

62. 

—ban on bats against certain em¬ 
ployees, 592-93. 

Notice of a suit on behalf of Mir Mtaq- 
bool Mahm(;ocl of Amrit.sar against 
the-. 871). 

Orders in force for ])romotion of s i- 

vants on the-on a communal 

basis. 872. 

Passes for Van sort ers on the-. 

873. 

Paucity of Sindhis in the-sub¬ 

ordinate service.—223-225. 

Paucity of 8indbm in the subordinate 
services on the — -. 365-66. 

Percentage of leave reserve for the 
Traffic Technical Inferior staff on 
the-. 876. 

Policy of making promotions from 

amongst emtdoyees of the same 
branch on the-. 876. 

Promotion of a record lifter as a clerk 

in the Chief Accounts Office on the 
--. 860. 

Promotion of clerks in the Headquar¬ 
ters Office of the-. 46-49. 

Promotion of guards grade II to 
guards grade III on the-. 863. 

Promotion of shunting staff on the 
-. 64-65. 
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KAILWAY(S:— 
rsorth Westei n - contd. 

Question re — cuiUd. 

Promotion of TrafTic “Pupils” as 

Trallic Inspectors on the -. 

5()'li8. 

Promotion of tratfio Pupils work- 
iiijjj on the-as J raliio Inspec¬ 

tors. 855-56. 

Provision of a channel for promotion 
of Markers to yu))')i‘dinato 8(‘rviee 

Posts on the-. 579. 

Pio\ision of rent fiee quarters to 
illock Maintainevs on the —. 
1103-04. 

Puhlh'ation of a classified list of a 
certain class of suboidinate slaif 
(.fall hianehes of Kaiivvay service 

on the.- oSS-i^O. 

Q.ualiiie.d Muslim In-pretors of Works 
not allowed to ofHciulc' as Assistant 
Kn^ineci's on the . 44. 

Pe-elassilieation of Works Mistries 

as “ Laboiirt rs ” on the-. 664- 

66 . 

Pecniitment of sub-inspectors of works 
on the . 5! 

Jlcductiori of the f-'anj^ Staff on Jacoh- 

ai.ad-Kashinore Section,-, to 

J .ow er Scales of pay. 854-55. 

Keservation of the })Osts of enquiry 
t'lerks, etc., for guards with defective 

vision on the-863-64. 

Ketrenehinent in the higher grade ap¬ 
pointments of Yaid Foremen and 

Yard Supervisors on the-. 857- 

50. 

Steps for relieving the hardsliips due 

to Idock on grade I on the -. 

580. 

Subjecting persons seleeted by the 
Divisional Selection Board at Kara¬ 
chi for training and promotion 

as guards, grade II, on the-to 

further t-osts. 228-29. 

Trains run through Dclhi-Shahdara on 
the-. 880. 

Transfers of non-gazetted railway 
servants in the Moradabad Division 
of the Fast Indian Railway and the 

Delhi Division of the-. 590. 

Unrecommended employees allowed 
to appear as recruits for appoint¬ 
ment as Guards on the-. 1015- 

16 . 

Vacancies of grade III firemen on the 
-. 64. 


RAllAVAYiS)- • -could. 

North Western ■condd. 

Questi )n re — condd, 

Vagari(^s in the exercise of power of 
allowing alterations of birth dates 
by employee's on the; - —. 231- 
32. 

Withholding of a])plieations of Muslim 
clerks of the Railway Clearing Ac¬ 
counts for j)osls of Guards on the 
6 <! 0 . 

Oudh and Hohilkhand - 
Questiem re— 

Rules in respect of pay and allovvames, 
Provident Fund, etc., on the-be¬ 

fore and after amalgamation. 591. 
Scales of pay and seniority of senior 
subordinates in non-gazetted ser¬ 
vices of the old Fast Indian Railway 

and the old-. 607-08. 

Q\]estion re— 

Diverskm of caiTiage of postal mails bc- 
tweeJi Sylhet and Shillong from 

Road to--. 353-54. 

Instructions for charging rent for use 

of-refri'shment looms and stalls. 

361-63. 

Report of the Railway Knquiry Com¬ 
mittee on corruption in-. 592. 

Stale— 

Question re-' 

Admission of the inferior and labour 

service employeiis on - to the 

privilege of contributing tow'arda 
provident fund. 856-.57. 

Allotment of quarters to certain classes 
of non-gazetted railw ay sc^rvants on 
-. 594. 

Books and syllabus prescribed for pro¬ 
motion courses on-. 868. 

Carlres of Guards on certain -. 

604. 

Calculation of period of sick leave on 

the-. 17-18,878-79. 

Delegation of power to make first ap¬ 
pointments in non-gazetted posts on 

certain-. 12. 

iscrimination in the matter of passes 
and privilege ticket orders between 

an adopted and step-son on --. 

366-66, 

Documents for verification of leave 
accounts maintained on-. 591. 
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^AUAYAYS—contd. 

•State-—conic?. 

Q estion re-^contd. 

Duties of Assistant Offi'cera and'Trans¬ 
portation Inspectors on-28- 

31. 

KjJrados for 's^hich direct recruitment is 
considered desirable on certain -. 

12. 

Income-tax charged on gratuities paid 
to th(^ non-gazetted - - ernplo^^oes. 

200-07. 

Kon-inclusion of review on the working 

of the-- Regulations re dism'i.ssal! 

of non^azetted staff in the Rail-* 
way Administration Report. 87-0. 
.lumbers and character of non-gazett-' 

cd posts on certain - . 12,1 

877. 

Option to —— employees to elect old 
or revised rent rules. 605. 
^Percentage reserved for Muslims in 
Labour and inferior services onli 
-. 356-57. 

Prior sanction by the Railway Board 
to revisions of scak's of pays affect¬ 
ing a whole class or grade of em¬ 
ployees on certain - . -590. 
Procedure for confirmation on the 
expiry of probationary period on 
-'. 13. 

Procedure for making appointments 
and proTnotions in non-selection 
posts or non-selection grades after 
the initial appointment on cer¬ 
tain —. 14. 

Publications of the rules and regu¬ 
lations governing the non.gazetted 

railway servants on - . 11- 

12 . 

P;ccruitment of Indian Christians to 
the Subordinate and Superior Ser¬ 
vices of the-and Company- 

managed Railways. 561-63. 
Eepublication of Indian Railways 
(Amendment) Bill (No. 28 of 

1940) in certain - Gazettes. 

12-13. 

Scope of e^xemption of staff from attend -1 
ing refresher courses at Area Schools' 
on-. 17. 

Selection posts or selection 

on-. 20-27. 

'Selection posts or selection 

specified by the General Managers 
on certain-, 13, 


RAILWAYS—ronc/d. 

State— conoid. 

"Question re—coincide 

Siibsidiry rules made by tlje General 
Managers of rrrtn4u • • and 

relaxations or modifications in them, 
14. 

Working of tlio Payment of Wages 
Act, 1936, on the -700. 

RAILWAY ADMINlSTiUTlONfS)— 
Quest/ion re — 

Catering as a source of income to-, 

360-61. 

Representation from the state-managed 

■-for allowing second class passes to 

Inspectors and Assistant Inspectors. 
365. 

RAILWAY ADMINISTRATION RK- 
PORT— 

Question re non-inclusion of review on the 
working of the State Railway Regula¬ 
tions re dismissal of non^gazetted stall 
in the-. 876. 

RAILWAY ADVISORY COMMITTEE— 

Question re -. 227^28. 

RAILWAY BOARD— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a Sikh officer to Offi¬ 
cer's establishment of the-and its 

attached offices. 861-62. 

Building of quarters separately for its 

headquarters staff by the - in 

New Delhi. 687-88. 

Muslim Railway officers in the - 

proper. 859. 

Officers and clerks in the-graduated 

in Mathematics. 598. 

Prior sanction by the-to revisions 

of scales of pays affecting a whole 
class or grade of employees on certain 
State Railways. 590. 

RAILWAY CLEARING ACCOUNTS 
OFFICE— 

Question re — 

Non-transfer and supersession of certain 

staff in the-. 1019-20. 

Prevalence of tuberculosis amongst the 

staff of tiie-r. 695. 

Withholding of applications of Muslim 

clerks of the-for posts of Guards 

on the North Western Railway. 
‘ 600 . 
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RAILWAY CONTRACT— 

See “ Contract(«).” 

RAILWAY DEPAimiENT— 

Question re — 

Conferences, committees or sub-eoni* 
initU^es held at Simla last summer 

under the cH^ntrol of the-. 570- 

78. 

Olliccrs and ministerial staff of the 

- who moved up to Simla last 

summer and e.Vpcnditure inciirred in 
the Move. 572-70. 

RAILWAY DIVISIONAL OEFIOE - 
Question re clerks em[)loyed in certain 
sections of the ——' Lahore. 68- 
09. 

RAILWAY EMPLOYEES— 

See “ Employee(s).” 

RAILWAY ENQUIRY COMMmTlE— 
Question re Report of tlie-on corrup¬ 

tion in railwavs. 592. 

RAILWAY GAZETTE(S)— 

(Question re rules govendng the publi¬ 
cation of matters in ——• . 877. 

RAILWAY GUARDS— 

See “ Ouard(s).” 

RAILWAY JOURNEY— 

See “ Journey.” 

RAILWAY LINE(S)— 

Statement re net caming.s of new *-. 

81-82. 

RAILWAY MEDICAL STAFF— 

See ” Medical Staff 

RAILWAY OFPICER(S)— 

Question re Muslim - in the Railway 

Board proper. 869. 

RAILWAY PASS(ES)— 

See ” Pass(es).” 

RAILWAY PROSECUTION CASE— 

Question re -in the Court of the 

Resident Magistrate, Delhi. 696-97. 

RAILWAY QUARTERS— 

Question re -at Moradabad and staff 

occtipying them. 694. 

RAILWAY REFRESHER COURSE(S)— 

Question re limiting of the-to the age 

of 45. 876*77. 


RAILWAY REFRESHMENT ROOM(S)— 
See ” Refreshment rooni{s).” 

RAILWAY SCHOOL OF TRANSPORTA. 
TION— 

Question re disadvantages of the staff of 

company-managed stmtioii of the East 

Indian Railway trained at the- 

Chandausi. 17. 

RAILWAY SERVANT(S)— 

Question re— 

Allolim‘nt of cpiarters to certain classes 
of n<iri-gazcttcd - on State Rail¬ 

ways. 59 L 

Certain record of non-gazetU'd-in 

the Moradabad Division of the East 
Indian Railway. 14-15. 

Circnm.stanc('s and conditions under 
which certain ptmalties are to bo 
impo.sed on p( isoiis ceasing to be 
— -. 868-69. 

DEapialifying non-gazetted - for 

promotion on failure to pass the 
.S(mior refresher course. 603. 

Expenditure on the appointments of 

non-g-.zetted-in the Moradabad 

Division, East Indian Railway. 
602. 

Names submitted by the Divisional 
Superintendent, Moradabad Division, 

for promotion of non-gazetted-- 

to the low’or gazotted service. 601. 

Non-gazetted-charged with offences 

in the Moradabad Division, East 
Indian Railway. 878. 

Proceduic for enquiry into charges 
against --. 869-70. 

Publications of the rules and regula¬ 
tions governing the non-gazetted-- 

on State Railw ays. 11-12. 

Scales of pay of certain non-gazotted 

--in the Moradabad Division of the 

East Indian Railway. 604. 

Transfers of non-gazetted in the Morad¬ 
abad Division of the Ea^t Indian Rail- 
W'ay and the Delhi Division of the 
North Western Railway. 590. 

Wlth-holding of memorials, petitions, 
etc., of non-gazetted --by tho Divi¬ 

sional Superintendent, Moradabad 
Division of the East Indian Railway. 

RAILWAY SERVICE(S)— 

Question re — 

Penalties imposed on persons in _ 

classes I and II. 870. 
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\ ILWAY SE IWlCE(S)— 

Q .e.siLii n—ronid. 

Fuhliration of a classified list of a «cer 
lain class of siiboriiinatc staff of all 
hraricLes of liailway service on the 
iS'ortli Western Hail way. 588 
8 !). 

Kcjiort of the onicer on spejciaJ duty 
a])j)()inted to investigate into ccrtaii 
injitfers affeeting comnninal re|)rc- 
si‘iitation in - -. 22.% 225-^26. 

HATEWAY SEJUaCE (CLASSIFICATION 
CONTUOL AND APPEAL) KULES-- 
Qiustion re issue of certain instnvetions 

for amplification of Kule 34 of Dio — 

807. 

RAILWAY STALL(S)- 
AW “'Stall(H)”. 

PvAlLWAY STATION— 

Question,re - - 

Ac(;idents ,to persons or near Delhi* 
Shahdara-North Western Kail¬ 

way. 881. 

Alleged rude bekaviioar of the Quetta 

-ofliciiils at the woleoine to the 

J^resident-elect of the Jialucliistan 
Muslim League Session. 583- 
84. 

AverC^d accident at SfUap-564. ; 

Ki'ectiun of a wall on the south of Mo-.' 

rad a bad - Yard, East Lidiaii ] 

Railway. 871. 

Fruit vending contract at Amritsar-. 

606. 

Non-observaffice of the principle of sub¬ 
letting of railway contracts in the case 
c)f a certain contract at the Delhi 
-. 864-66. 

Tongas permitted to run from the Mee¬ 
rut Cantonment-. -58. 

RAILWAY TICKET(S)— 

Question re alleged sale of used -^ 

592. 

RAILWAYS (AMENDMENT) KILL— 

kSee “ Indian-” under “ Kill(s).” 

RAILWAYS ANBI^OMMUNICATIONS— 
Motion for Adjournment re opinions of the | 

Honourable Member for - on the 

D’Souza Report. 153^54. 

RAILWAYS (SECOND AMENDMENT) 
RILL— 

See “ Indian-” under “ Bill(s).” 


RAISMAN, THE HONOURABLE SIR 
JERJCMY- 

Demand for Excess (Iraat in respect of— 
“Census.” 1076, 1077. 

“ Central Exci-jo Dunes.” 4076. 

“ Interest Charges.” 1079. 

“Legislative Assembly and Legislative 
Assembly Department.” J0.76. 

“ Open Line Works.” 1079.. 

“Stores and Workshop Expenditure 
rmt charged to Revenue.” 1079. 

“ Working l^penses—Ilxpenses (jf 
Eleetrical Dt partment,” 1078. 

“ Working Expiuises-Maintenance 

and Supply of Loeoriiotivc Rower.” 
J0.77.. 

“ Working Expenses-Maintenance 

of Carriage and Wagon Stock.” 
1078. 

“ Worlcing Expenses-Miscidlaricous 

Expenses.” I078 l. 

Excess Pri)6ts Tax (Amendment) Bill — 
Motion for leave to iiitrcxiuce. 235. 
Motion to refar to Select t^^inmittce. 
886-87, 888, 890. 

Presentation of the Repcul of the Select 
Committee. 1059. 

Motion to conside r. 1116-17,, 1119. 
ConsidcraDon of clauses. 1121., 1122., 
1124. 

Motion to pass. 1124. 

Finance Member’s statement >©n lire ffnan- 
cial position. 93-IDO, 102-03. 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Pill— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 101- 
102. 

Motions to 0 - 0 n aider and to ^circulate 
298, 390, 391, 416, 469, 828- 

38. 

Motion for leave to introduce in the form 
recommended. 883. 

Indian Income-tax ((Amendment) Rill— 
Motion for leave to .introduce. 9-2- 
93. 

Motion to-oonsidec. 949-50, 951, 952, 
953, 954, 955, 956-57. 
'Consideration of clauses. ‘957. 

Motion to pass. 969. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

Finajicial arrangements with His 
Majesty’s Gowernment re payment 
for the purchase of materials from 
India. 152. 

Huge expenditure without sanction of 
the Legislature. 156. 
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RAISMAN, THE HONOURABLE SIR RAWAl.PINDl DIVISION— 


JEREMY— 

Motion re election of a Member of the 
Standing Fininee Committee. 234. 
Motion to consider the Report of the Public 
Accounts Committee. 1062, ijgl063, 
1069, 107 J, 1071-75. 

Motor Spirit (Duties) Amendment Bill — 
Motion for leave to introduce. 92. 
Presentation of the Befiort of the public 
Accounts Committee. 609, 610. 

Reseivc Bank of India (Third Amendment) 
Bill- 

Motion for leave to introduce. 92. 
Motion to (“onsider. 263-65, 266 267- 
68 . 

Motion to pasf>. 26S. 

Resolution rr - 

Appointment of a Committee of the 
Central Jiegislature regarding econo¬ 
my in war expenditure. 535, 515-46, 
547-19. 

Fiscal Folie.y of the Oovi'rnmenl of 
India. 167. 

Scrapping of the London Coffee Market 
(‘.xpansion Board by tlie Indian Coffee 
Cess (bmmittee. 530. 

RAJA BAZAR SQUABF 
Question re. representation for replacing 
iron windows by wooilen windows in 
-New Delhi. 7(M)-01. 

RAJAH, RAJA SIB VASUDFVA - 
Expression.s of regret on the deaths of — 
and Mr. Suryva Kumar Som. 70- 
71. 

BAO, MB. M. THIRUMALA - 
Question (Supplementary) re relaxation 
of the financial control of the Govern¬ 
ment of India over the Supply Depart¬ 
ment. 280. 

RATE(S)— 

Question re lower-of consolidated 

travelling allowance for van sorters on 
the North Western Railway. 875- 
76. 

RATIFICATION— 

Question re -of the Internationa 

Sanitary Convention of Paris, 141- 
42. 

RAWALPINDI— 

Question re allegations of corruption 
against a clerk in the Divisional Office. 
-. 27-28. 


Question re — 

Dearth of Muslims in the - of the 

North Western Railway. 32- 
33. 

Discharge of certain Works Mistries in 
the --of the North WesUTii Rail¬ 

way on communal grounds. 689-90. 

RAZA ALI, SIR SVED— 

Berar Laws J^ill - 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer 
to Sclc' t Committee. 943. 

Indian Finan‘C (No. 2) Bill--- 

Motions to eon.sid(*r and to circulate. 
313, 342, 344, 410, 411, 443, 473, 
718, 743, 747-55, 827. 
j Motion for Adjournm< nt re — 

Chiding down of the branch line between 
Sliorauur and Ndambur in the Mala¬ 
bar District. 1082-84, lOHt 1092, 
1064, 1095. 

Closiiig of the Chandpiir-Siau-Bijnor 
section of the Gajraula Muazzampur 
Narain branch of the East Indian 
Railway. 917, 096-99, 1000, 1005, 

1006, 1007-11. 

Motion re election of three members for the 
Standing Committee attached to the 
Department of Supply. 919. 

Resolution re Fiscal X^olicy of the Gov- 
(Tnment of India. 158-61, 178, 181- 

83. 

RECOMMENDATION(S)— 

Draft Convention and-adopted by 

the International Labour Conference 
(laifl on the taiJe). 1028-69. 

RECORD(S) 

Question re certain - of non- 

gazetted railway servants in the Mo- 
radabad Division of the East Indian 
Railway. 14-15. 

RECORD LIFTER - 

Question re promotion of a - as a 

clerk in the Chief Accounts Office on the 
North Western Railway. 860. 

RECRUIT(S)— 

Question re — 

Communal rcvservation both on appoint¬ 
ment and confirmation of new - 

on the North Western Railway. 
7-8. 

Unrecommended employees allowed to 

appear as - for appointmet ai 

Guards on the North Western Rafl« 
way. 1016-16. 


M13LAD 
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RECRUITMENT(S)— 

Question re— 

Advisability of holding competitive 
examinations for - to the subor¬ 
dinate service on the North Western 
Railway. 220-27. 

Desirability of -- of Indians of all 

castes and crc'cds to the Indian 
Army. 779-80. 

Examination for - Lj the Indian 

Army Ordnance Corps. 01. 

Grades for wliich direct — is con¬ 
sidered de.sirablo on certain State 
Railways. 12. 

Knowledge of Hindi and ability to write 

it in Urdu or Roman script for - 

to Indian army. 7(S2-8IL 

Muslima s('lcet! d for direct - to 

cerbaiii categories of appointments 
on Hu' North Western Rnb'av. 
580-81. 

— '-i communal composition, salaries, 
etc., of certain staff in the Supply 
Department and Allit'd Oflices. 287- 
95. 

Rccruitnumt of Indian Christians to the 
Subordinate and vSuperior Serviees of 
the State and (M>inpaiw-managed 
Railways. otU-OB. 

-of ollicers in the Supply Depart¬ 
ment tlu'ougli the National Service 
CommittcM*. 905-0(). 

-of post'd clerks in the Sind and 

Ralnc-liislan Circle. GB. 

-of relations of employee's in the 

Jneomc'-tax Dej)? itment, Jhinjah, 
North West Frcmtier and Delhi 
Provinces. .5!?-GO. 

— — of Sikhs as inlc rior servants in the 
()tfie(>! of the iMilitary Secretary and 
the IMvate Secictary to His Excellen¬ 
cy the Viceroy. 91.3. 

— of Suh-lnspeetor.s of Works on the 
North Western Railway. 54-5.5. 

-of temporary clerks in the Office 

of the Chief Operating Superinten¬ 
dent, East Indian Railway. 597. 

'Time tor holding eonrpetitive examina¬ 
tions lor-to Government .services. 

201 - 02 . 

REDDIAR, MlU K. SITARAMA - 
Oath of Offiea?. 1. 


HEDUC310N- 
Question re — 

of electricity charges in New 
Delhi. 65. 

- of the gang stall' on Jacohabad- 

Kashmore section. North Western 
Railway, to lower scales of pav. 854- 
55. 

- of w'ater clmrgc'S in New' Delhi. 

65. 

REFRESHER COUKSE(S)- - 
Quc'stioii re — 

Disqualilying noii-gazetlcd railway 
.servants for juomulion ua lailure to 
pass the senioj--. 6oB. 

Introduc-tion of senior for fvssistant 
Sl-atioii Masters on flic* Ikvst Indian 
Railway. ljG2-(>.3. 

Limiting ed the railway to the age 
of 15. 876-77. 

ScO] e of I X 'injjtion c;!' staff I rum attend¬ 
ing - ■ at .Nicii Schools on State 
Raiiv\ays. 17. 

REFRESHMENT KdUMiS)- 
Question re instruction-' t'ur eliarging rent 

for use of Railway ■ and .stalls. 

3G1 -63. 

REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) BII.L— 
Nee “ Tndjan - — " undcu- “ Bill(s) ". 

REGlvSTRAddON (EM KVA l KN(^Y POWERS) 
BILL - 
Nee “ J5iil(s)'\ 

K i-XHSGTlA1 K 5N O P T R A DE MARKS 

BILL- 
NVe “ Bi!i\ 

RE(;ULAT1()N(S)— 

Quc.stion re-— 

‘Hours ot Eiujiloymcnt - ' incor¬ 
porated in the Jndian Railways 
Amendment Act. 193U, not made 
ap}>!ieabl(‘, to British j.oition of lodh- 
pur Baihvay. StiG-liT. 

Non-indusion ot review on Ihc^ working 
of the States Railway re dismis.-'al 
of non-gazeted stall m the' Railway 
Administration Report. 876. 

Publications of the rules and - gov¬ 

erning the nun-gazetted tail way ^er- 
vants on State Railways. 11-12. 

RELATION(S)~^- 

Question re recruitment ol - of em¬ 
ployees in the Ineoim'-tax Department, 

Punjab, North West Frontier and Delhi 

Provinces. 69-60. 
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RELAXATION(!S)- 

Quebtioii re desirability of-of allot¬ 

ment of quarters rules in the case of low- 
paid, married non-migratory clerks. 
700. 

RELKASK— 

Question re advisability of-of Alama 

Mashrirp'. 20H-00. 

RIOLIKI - 

Quesiion re - givi’M to the viotima of the 
Dacca Mail disaster. 301 52. 

REJJEVlNlt (UjAllD(S)- 

/Vee “ (iua!’d(.s) 

RELKilON 

Queslic.n re Hroadeust of 8ikh-and 

history by llu‘. Lahore, Peshawar and 
l)(‘lhi Broadcasting Statiun.s. 801. 

Relk; lot 8 PRODRAMMES- 

A’ee " Progranin)c(s) 

REIdNQUlSHMENT • ! 

— - of Simla for sitt ijig^ oi' the L' ?,isl.itiv(* j 
Assembly. lU3-(}5. 

RENT(S) - 
Question re • 

Desirability ot i\'duction in rates of- 

ior (Jovernmeni quarters in New ' 
Delhi. 083. 

Increase in tli(‘ • - of Nazul Latid in 
Delhi. 52-63. 

In.st nietions for charging-fur use of 

Itailvvav ivfreshment rooms and stalls. 
301-03.’ 

recAuvod from Indian stalls by the 
As.'-ara Bengal Railway. 580. 

RENT’ PREE QDART’ERS - 
Nee‘‘Quart(*r(s)'’, 

RENT RULE{8)-^ - 

Question re option to 8tate Railway oni' 
ployees to elect old or nwisixl-. 005* 

REPAIR(S) - 

Question re delay in tlio annual-of 

ciTtain “ D ” tyjxi orthodox quarters 
in New Delhi. 065-00. 

REPATRIATION— 

Question re —- of Mr, L. N. Khaiina’s 
wife and daughtt'r from Sudetenland, 
German3n 776-76. 


REPEALING AND AMENDING BILIw 
Nee “ Bill(s) ”. 

REPORT(8)— 

Motion for Adjournment re opinions of the 

Honourable Member for Railways and 

Communications on tin; D'Souza-■. 

153-54. 

Motion to consider the - of the Public 

Aceo s Committee. 1002-75. » 

Pre.sentation of tlu' Report of the Public 

Accounts Committee. t)09-lo. 

Question rr - 

Confidential - -- re ministmia) statf of 

the CoviTinnent of India. 1098. 
— of the otfieer on spec ial duty ap- 
poie.ted to investigate into cortaiir 
rnattcri .dfecting communal re[)re- 
sentatioii in railu'av services. 223y 

225-220. 

— of til*• Railway t^.nqiiir; Co-nmiltee 
on co/ni|tion in rajlwa}'-!. .'>92. 

r<’ th(‘ rf’preseritation of Muslims 
ami iTher minority com.munil;es in 
the vSubordinate Railwn\' Service.?. 
801. 

REPRESENTATION(S) 

Question rt ■ 

rnadtapiale Indian - in the Port 

Trmsts. 2-4,229. 

Muslim — - ill otiu-r classes of .service 
not to he alleeied b}' higher percent¬ 
age of Mii.'-lims in the posts of dresi-rer.s. 
0t)5-'.M). 

Report of th'* oilieer on special duty 
ap]>ointe(l to insestigate into certain 

matters alleeting (‘ommunal-in 

railway .service.?. 223. 225-20. 

Report re Iht' - of Muslims and other 
muionly oommunitiis in the Subordi- 
n.att^ Raihvay Services. 801. 

- for etmstruetion of a trunk road 

from Hyderabad (Sind) to Ihunbay 
via Bad in and Viramgam. 358-59. 

— for ri'plaeing iron windows by 
woodmi wmdow^s in Raja Razar 
Scjuare, New Delhi. 700-01. 

-from the static-managed railway 

administrations for allowing second 
elai-’s passes to Inspectors and A.ssist- 
ant Tnsiiectors. 365. 

HERR ESEN T A TIV E( S)— 

Motion for Adjournment re non-as.sociatioii 

of norn-ofticial-Indians with the 

E.'i.stern Group Conference. 75-76. 




INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


36 


resp:arch fund association, In¬ 
dian— 

Motion re. Flection of a Member on the 
(Governing Body of the Indian Research 
Fund Association. 918. 

bksi:rvation— 

(Question re 

, Corniiiunal - - both on appointment 
and confirmation of new recruits on 
the North Western Railway. 7-8. 
Instruetions for excess — for Muslims 
in the vacancies of works inistries by 
the General Manager, Norih Western 
Railway. 303-61. 

— of Government bungalows and. 
(quarters for particular olhcers or staff 
in New Delhi or Old Delhi. 911-i‘2, 
— of the posts of enquiry clerks, etc., 
for guards with dcl'ective vision on the 
North Western Railway. 803-64. 

RFSFRVF lk\NK OF INDIA— 

qti' Stion te i.ssue of (jne Rupee Notes with¬ 
out th(‘ agtunw of the -- 270-78. 

Riksi'dlVF ih\Nlv OF INDIA (AMFND- 
MFNT) DILL - 
>SV “Bill(s)”. 

RFSIORVK BANK OF INDIA (CLOSING 
or ANNUAL ACCOUNTS) BILI^ 

S(“' “ Bill(s) 

KFSFRVE bank of INDIA (SFCOND 
AMFNDMENT)B1LL 
Nee “ Bill(s) 

RFSF'Cv'i: BANK OF INDIA (THIRD 
AMENDMENT) BILL— 

Sec “ Bill(s) ”. 

RESIDENT MAGISTRATE— 

Nee “ Magistrate ”. 

BPkSIDENT MEMBER(S)— 

Question re grant of allowances to non- 

of the Port Haj Committees for attend¬ 
ing meetings. 144. 

RESIGNATION— 

Question rc-of staff of the Delhi 

Improvf'ment Trust. 53. 

EESOIA).- H>N(S)— 

Question re advisability of witlidrawing the 
Government-on communal reser¬ 

vation of appointments in public services. 
205-06. 


rp:solutioN(S)— co7^ir/. 

Appointment of a Committee of the 
Central Legislature regarding economy 
in war expenditure. 531-50. 
Appointment of a Committee to examine 
the conditions of Detenus under the 
Defence of India Act. 550-60. 

-Appointment of a Permanent Mus¬ 
lim Pilgrim Officer in the Secretariat of 
the Government of India. 183-96, 
.506-14. 

- PAscal Policy of the Government of 
India. 157-83. 

Negatived. 183. 

Scrap} »ing of the London Coffee Market 
ILx|)ansion Board by the Indian Coffee 
Cess Committee. 514-31. 

RESTBl(rriON(S) - 

Question re certain - - on appointments 
to subordinate service posts on North 
Western Railway. 882. 

RETRExNCllMENT - 

Question re -in the higher grade ap¬ 

pointments of Yard iteremen and Yard 
Sn})(‘rvisors on the North Western 
Railway. S57-59. 

REVERStON(S)— 

Question re -- of permanent men of 

higlier gjade to lower posts in certain 
branches of tlie Government of India 
Press, New' Delhi. 705. 

RIFLE CLUB(S)— 

Question re High School Volunteer Corjis 
and-. 1101. 

RIKHIKESH - 

Question re workings of the trains between 

Hardwar and-on the East Indian 

Railway. 1103. 

ROAD(S) - 

Question re — 

Diversion of carriage of postal mails 

between Sylhet and Shillong from- 

to railway. 363-54. 

Metalling of-etc., in Karol Bagh, 

Delhi, by the Delhi Improvement 
Trust. 906-07. 

Non-naming of certain-in Karol 

Bagh, Delhi. 54. 

Provision of lights on certain - in 

Karol Bagh, Delhi. 54. 

ROGER COMMISSION— 

Question re mission of the - in India. 

913. 
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KOGEH COMMITTEE— 

See “ Committee (a) 

ROLLER FLOUR MILL(S)— 

See “ Mill(a) 

ROMAN SCRIPT— 

Question re knowledge of Hindi and ability 
to write it in Urdu or ■ - for recruit 

ment to Indian army. 782-S3. 

ROOF(S)— 

Question re leakage in the-of orthodox 

quarters in New Delhi during last rainy 
season. 682-83. 

ROUTINE CLEKRS-- 
See “ Clerk(s) ”. 

ROYAL AIR FORCE - 
Question re eligibility of Indiana for the 
-in India. 967. 

ROYAL INDIAN NAVY (EXTENSION 
OF SERVICE) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) ”. 

RULE(S)— 

Certain pape^rs re Motor Vehicles-laid 

on the table. S8. 

Question re--- 

Dcsirability of l•(‘la^atio^ of allotment 
of ((uartera in Mu' case of low- 

paid, married non-Tuigratory clerks. 
706. 

Coverninent Service applicable to 

the .staff of the Delhi University. 699. 
Instances in uhich mandatory provisions ! 

of-regulating discipline and rights I 

of api^t^al of non-gazetted employees! 
on the North \V('stcrn Railway were 
not observed. 867-6S. 

Issue of certain instriu’tions for ampli- 

fnation of- 34 of the Railway | 

Service (Cla.ssification, Control and j 
Appeal) - - . 867. 

Rublications of the-and regulations 

governing the non-gazetted ? ail way ! 
servants on State* Railways. 11-12. j 

-governing the publications ofj 

rnaltero in Railway Cazette.s. 877. 

-in respect of pay and allowances, 

Pn)vident Fund* etc., on the Oudh 
and Rohilkhand Railway before and 
after amalgamation. 591. 

- or bye-laws of the Delhi Joint 

Water and Sewage Board. 699. 


RULEfS)—con<d. 

Question re— conUl. 

Subsidiary - made by the General 

Managers of certain State Railways 
and relaxations or modifications in 
them. 14. 

RULING(S)— 

-Ly ]\Ip, Cliflirman (Mr. M. S. Aney)— 

Berar Laws Bill— 

It is not in order to di.scuss matters of 
treaty relation.s between His Eaxlt- 
ed Highness the Nizam and the 
Government of India. 945. 

-- by Mr. Dcf)iity President (Mr. Akhil 

Chandra Datta)— 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill— 

The Congress Gove'mmcnt not being 
represe nted in the House, the affairt 
of that Government should not be 
discussed in detail. 741, 742. 
Miscellaneous— 

No. dialogues are allowed. 745. 

The wT)rd “ fool ” is not an uni)arlia- 
mentary expression. 743. 

-By Mr. President (The Honourable 

Sir Abdur Rahim)— 

Finance Bill— 

During discussions on a -various 

matters, in which the Members of 
this House may feel that the public 
have a grievance are allowed. 372. 
Miscellaneous— 

An Honourabh* Member cannot raise 
a qiicsMon on a subject which is not 
la'fon' the Ibaise. lOl'T. 
Grievances which an Honourable Mem- 
l)ercan discuss on the Finance Bill 
arc grievances agamst the Govern¬ 
ment—- not against any particular 
party. 389. 

Honourable Members ought to resume 
their scats, when the Chair is speak¬ 
ing. 368. 

Hnnoural)]e ^leiuhcrs should sjK'ak 
from their own seat^. 481. 
Honourable .Membus wbile s|)eaking 
should not duel* upon extraneous 
mattcTs. 449. 

Long extracts should not be ivad. 
712, 713. 

No Member of the House*, whether 
elected or nominated, can bo ex¬ 
cluded, from a Committee, every 
Member having a right to be repre¬ 
sented if he so chooses. 919. 
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JtULING(S)— 

--by iMr. President (The Honourable Sir 

Ahdur Ilahiui)— conld. 

Miscellaneous— contd. 

Heading of Ioug; extracts ))>^ Honour¬ 
able MeinlxTs is not fair to the 
House. iSO. 

Questions - 

A tueinlx r of (loverrunetit cannot be 
C( tnjK^lled to satisfy })y liis answer 
any paiticiilar ineu'ber, A nieinbt'r 
- i Govtanineiil is ;it lilx'ily to giv(‘ 
any ans\\«.'- lie t'onsiders a])pro- 
piia'u'. JIIIL 

An iHUjourable Member iuast ask 
(lies (juestioiis in tlie order in wbieb 
Ok'V liav{' l)i'ej! put down. Lblb 

Venue of Select Committee Meetiujjjs 


SALARV(IRS) 

Question re — 

Deductions made fioin the - of the 

Cfan^ stall on Jaeobabad-Kashmore 
Section. 855. 

KiXpenditure by the Indian Coffee Cess 

Committee on-and propaganda 

activities of the London Market Ex¬ 
pansion Hoard. 421. 

Keeruitment, eommunal composition, 
('te., of eerlain staff in the Supply 
fiepartment and Alli('d Offices. 287- 
b5. 

Kisc in tii(‘ of till' Dirc'ctor of the 

London Market hb.pansion J’oard. 
424-25. 

SAid-: 

tbu.tton / adtged -of us(d failway 

ti civets. 592. 


Meetings of seh'ct (-ommiftees should 
ordinanls be laiel within tlu' ]>reeinct.s 
o.' the House, unless otlierw ise (hsirod 
l>y tJio iioii.'ve it seif. A.eeordingly, 
'vlu.ie'oi' it is desiied, tl'jire Ixing no 
.A.^embly House in Siin'a under tiie 
pnserit eirenmstances, that a meeting 
of any particular Leleet Committc' 
should t o iu'ld tl'CTe, tlic tonseiff of 
t!'(' to that (luel should be 

olitained b'elevelnml. {i’o vunis ruling 
on tbe snbjf < i iritv rated). 104-05. 

KLINNlXt; 

Question e jrrvgulai iflcs m tlie —— of 
sj)e( ial trains on dto \oitii \\e.slern 
Hailwa\. 41-45. 

RUNN1\(.' K()OM(S) 


iSA! K OK (ff)OltS (AMKNOMEX'I ) LILI_ 


“ Indian 


under “ Iblhs) 


I S ANC rION 

Motion lor Ijoinnmont /< Ini"*' exjiendi- 
tun> \\4t'hout f'f file f f'-rislatiire. 

155-50. 

Question re- 

\ Applications hr (4 the ttoiernor 

(h'luu'al nadc ^e<■tlon 270 of the 
(toveuiment ol India Act. 1035. «‘08- 

99. 

Xotid'' isSiK d fo> < oi;!’. ;> > ( nli( n of the 
terms n' granted by Ou Delhi 

lm()ro\cn!( lO 'fiust. 53. 

IVior - )>y the PaiKvay Poaid to 

revisions of scales of pag s atfecting 
a whole e! •>'-s or 'made of ernyiloyees 
on ceitain f tate Hai!\va\s. 590. 


Que.stion /e discrimination m tlie matter of 
8c dc of furniture' and utousil in Kairo- 

])ea,n and Indian Cnard.s - on the 

North Western R<iil\vay. 232-233. 

S 

SAK81';iSA. MU. MOHAN I.AI_ 

Jnrboo^ Kinon,.,> / Vn ‘>1 DPI . 

Motions to rftii.^idor and to circulate* 
3S5. 380, 475, 478, 733, 734, 735, 
838. 

BA1.AP~ 

Question re averted accidemt at-Rail- 

way Station. 5i)4. 


SANtlHI. AIK. 1). 

.Motion for .Adjoin nmeut o l ust i( a lion of 
Air. Af. Fan {jui a^d -- from the 
Univesity of Delhi. 1111-12. 

SANITARV COXVKXTION - 

Question re rathication of the Internataonal 
- of Paris. 141-42. 

SANT SINCH, SARDAP— 

CantvUirra nts (.Ami ndment) Bill - 
Motion to consider. 243, 241. 

Considi ration of clausi's. 251-52. 
Demand for E.xcesa Grant in respect of 
“ Census ”. 1070, 1077. 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill- 
Afotions to consider and to ciroulak*. 
013, (Hl-Sl, 723. 737, 787. 
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SANT S1X(.‘ SWWAJl -conU/. 

Indian Xavv (Dis-iplino) Ainondtnent 
Bill 

Motion to (•on'«ider. 23S. 

Consider,! t ion of danses. 23!). 

IndiaJi Railways (Aini'ndrnent) Bill - 
ATotions to refer to Select Committee 
and to ciieiilate. 037, 

Motion for Adjournjiient re 

ClosiniT of tlie (0.‘indj)iir^Siaii-7>ijnor 
Section of the (hijranla Mna/r/rvmpnr 
Xarain Braneli of (he Mast Indian 
F^dlwav. 1002-03. 

IXaeei Mail disaster. Ill, 112. 124. 
Df'lav in holding the vSession of tlui 
1 ee!.sl.itiv(‘ .\ssembly. I.')."). 

<^ueslion rr 

Additi(;n.s and alteniticms carried out in 
pel fi'uet'u'\ loanner 'u certain I) ” 
r\'pe ord’odox (pnrti'i’s in Nm\ l)i llii. 
(103. 

.Vlfairs of Mu' Delhi Improvem(‘nt Trust. 
,50. 

.Appointu’eiit Of >''-]kli oiTiecr to Oiricer’s 
estaIdisliment of the Railway P>oatd , 
and its attachtd ot'Pic. <(. 801-02. I 

Assessment value of houses and shops i 
in the Kasauli Cantonment. 03. j 
Broadcast of Sikh rtditrion and hi.story I 
1)\' (he T.a.hore, Rei-hawar and Delhi J 
Bioachaistin.L; Slations. SOI. ' 

Bnildiiu Ins'K ctor of the Delhi Improve- , 
niont Trud. 0(k : 

Biiildiny (»f puarteis separately for its' 
licmhiuarters staff by ( h(‘ Railv.ay' 
Board in Xcav Delhi. (>S7-SS. ; 

Certain Con;j:iess worK’crs arrested in 
Delhi under tiie United Provinces! 
Coonda Ac. 070-73. 

Communal coinjiosition of Indian CiviU 
Service and other All-India service! 
Odicers brouL!;ht on to the Covern-j 
ment of India Seeretajiat. 903-04. | 

Conferences, committees or sub-eominit- 
t(!es h('ld at Simla last summer under 
the control of the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment. 081-S2. 

Conferences, eommiLtces or .sub-comrait- 
tees held at Siml.a last summer under 
the control of the Defence Co-ordina¬ 
tion Department. 008. 

Conferences, committees or sub-com¬ 
mittees held at Simla last summer 
under the control of the Defence 
Department. 600. 


SANT SINC SARDAKr 
(^m stion re - - 

Confercnc(‘8, committees or sub-corn* 
mittees held .at Simla last summer 
iinflcr tlu' control of the Department 
of Communication-. .'>79. 

Conferences, coiriiiiiltLcs or sub-eom- 
n\ittccs held at Simla last summer 
under the contiol of the Departraent 
of Ihlucalion, lleiilth and Lands. 
070-70. 

Coiifcrcuccs, eommiLtces or sub-com- 
UiiU; rs li(*ld a.I Snnbi last summer 
under the eontrol of the External 
Ail airs Department. .'>72. 

Confc r«mc(‘S. committees or .sub- 
• ommittee.s held at Simla last sum- 
iiu r under the control of the Finan«« 
I)<. pui tnt. .702-04. 

ConlbierK c;, committees or sub-com- 
nnttecs licld at Simla last summer 
under tile coTitrol of the Home De- 
pa it iruiii. 498-99. 

Conf-i.•nccs. (omin’.ttces or sub-com- 
mitOa ' b( Id at Simla last summer 
under the control of the Labour D®- 
])<artmcnt. 001-03. 

(fonb (“on>uhtl''(*s or sub-eom- 

iiiilt-c.s licld at Simla last- summer 
utMicr die coiitK 1 of the J.egislative 
D(‘p:: rtmeiit. 077-78. 

(Ainferences, <ommitti'i s or sub-commit- 
tcc-'j held at Simla, last snmmiT under 
the coni ml of tie Political Depart¬ 
ment. (;79-S(). 

Confcrenci'.-;, committees or suh-» om- 
mittcc.s held at Simla last summer 
under tlii‘ couTTol of the Railway 
Department. 070-78. 

Contrihution by olbccrs of tlic Army 
uiul .Air Porccs He.adquarters towards 
the Defence* Savim^s I’rovident Fund 
and Del'ciiii* Savings Certificatea. 
490. 

Decrease in the percentage of allotment 
of (piartcrs in New Delhi. 683. 

Delay in the annual repairs of certain 
1) ” type orthodox (piartcrs in New 
Delhi. 006-66. 

Desirability of reduction in rates of rent 
for Government (quarters ki New 
Delhi. 683. 

Extension of the duration of the Simla 
Season, 1940. 494-95. 

Failure to name or light streets in th 
Naiwala area of Karol Bagh, Delhk 
689, 
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SANT SINGH, ^ARTfAK.—contd. 

Question re- conl'L 

Gennan and Italian detenus in India 
and Punjabec detenus under the 
Pefenee of India Act. 968. 

Government ^ f India efiices | (. nnaiu'nth' 
HtatiorK'd and ihose locattd during the 
('iiauiiig winter season in New Delhi. 
684 86. 

Grant of leave to tli«‘ i^asl Indian Hail- j 
way employees serving in the \olun-j 
teer forcrs when napiircd to join the j 
anii3\ 67. | 

Grant ofsninir.er allow anoi* to th(‘ mini.s- i 
terial estMisliiiienl. of lhf‘ (-overn- | 
irkent of India Seeretariat detained at i 
Delhi last .summer. 688. 

Guards on the North Wf'stern lvaihva\. | 
33-34. 1 

Hedges planted ( U tlu' lawns laeing 
the ortljodox (puirhus on tin- Irwin 
Road in New l)elhi. 666-67. 

Inadequate number of ‘ B ’ and ’ C 
unorthodox (piartcrs m \('W Delhi. 
682. 

I eakage in the roofs of orthodox (piart- 
ers in New D'-lhi during last r.dny 
.season. 682 S3. 

l..ocation of the (fONerunuuit of India 
and other r)ffiees in Old Dt'llii and 
Now Delhi. 6.S(; 87. 

Loss of prospects of guards in grade T 
and II hy file ;d)eliT<ui of grad(' IV 
on the North Railway. 862- 

63. 

Membcr.s (jl tlio Ontral and Provincial 
Ix^gislaliires detained or imprisemed 
since the War fK'gan. !)6!)-70. 

IVIiaaion of the Roger C'ommission in 

India. 913. 

Negleet of planted trees and maintaitual 
lawns in the 1 >. I. Z. area of New' 
Delhi. 664-65. 

Non-ap])li(;ahi1i1y of the fundaimuital 
leave rules to inferior stall of tlie 
Goods Depot at W^adi Runder on the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 58 

Officers and ministerial stall of the 
Commerce Depart memt wlio nio\ed 
up to Simla la^^t .summer aiid expendi¬ 
ture incurred in the Move. 680-81. 

Officers and ministerial staff of the De¬ 
fence Co-ordination Department w'ho 
moved up to Simla last summer and 
expenditure incurred in the Move. 
667-68. 


SANT SING SARDAK—co?i/d. 

Question re— 

Officers and minifiteiial .staff of the 
Defence Department who moved up 
to Simla la.st sumnuT and ex])endi- 
lure ineuiTcd in the move. 505. 
Offieens and minister'al staff of the De- 
['arlnuuit of (.Communications and its 
.‘'ttaebed and .siibordmato ofiiees w'ho 
m<)\ed II]) to Simla last .sumiruT and 
expeiulitiiri' ineiirn'd in the Move. 
.578, 

Officers and ministerial stall of the De¬ 
partment of K(bunt ion, Health and 
Lands and iD .itta<hed and .subordi- 
iiate Oftiee.s who uu.v< d uj) to Simla 
last siirnuK'r am* ev]), ;iditi]re incurred 
in the Move. 6(.'.S.69. 

Offif(ns and ministerial staff of the Ex- 
t< rnal Affairs De]»artmei!i who moved 
u]) to Simla last summer and exjxuidi- 
turt* iiuunied in the Mf»v'e. 570- 
72. 

Officers and ministeriai stall' of the Fin- 
ane(‘ Diqiartnunt and its attached 
and subordinate offices who mo\u*d up 
to Simla last summer and exjM^ndi- 
ture incurred in themovis 499-50D 
Officers and mini.sterial staff of the 
Home Department and its attached 
and subordinate offices who moved up 
to Simla last summer and ('xpemliture 
incurred in the mo\e. 496-t>S. 

Office iv and ministmia.l staff of the Lalxair 
Departnu'iit who movc'd iij) to Sinda 
last. .sumiiKT and ex}K*mlitni(> incurred 
in tli(‘ Move. 660-61. 

Offieens and ministerial staff of the 
Legislative' Dejrartment who moved up 
to Simla last siimm''r and ex{xmdi- 
. luH' iiH urred in the Mom*. t)77. 
Offie(TS and eninisbaial staff of the 
Rolitiea! D( i artment wlio mov(‘d up 
to Simla Inst .summi'r and ex]xuidi- 
turo ineurW'd in the Move. 678-79. 
Officers and ministerial staff of the Rail- 
w'ay Departmc'Ut wlio moved up to 
Simla last summer ai d (‘Xjxuuliture 
iru'unx'd in the Move. 572-76. 
Officers and staff of the Delhi Improve¬ 
ment Trust. 689-91. 

Persons prosecuted or detained under the 
Defence of India Act and Rules. 
974. 

Persrrns tried, convicted or detained 
without trial under the Dofencre of 
India Act. 914-17. 
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SANT SINQ SABDAK>-cow<</. 

Question re—contd. 

Promotion of firomoii on the Croat Iridian 
Peninsula Railway. 58-59. 

Promotion of guards gradi* 11 to guards 
grade III on thcj North Western Rail¬ 
way. 863. 

Prosecution of Pandit dawahar Lai 
Nehru. 973-74. 

Reeruitmoj't of 8ikhs a‘> inferior ser- ! 
vants in the Oliieo of the Military | 
Soeretary and the Privnt<^ Seeutary to | 
His Pxeelleney the Vi<‘eroy. 913. 1 

Recruitment of Suh-Ins|X'ctors of Works 
on the North VNesU rn Rail\^a 3 ^ .>4- 
55. 

Reservation of (luj posts of enquiry 
ckii'ks, et<‘., for guards with defective 
vision on th(^ N^)^tll Western Railway. 
863-64. 

Retention of almost entire ministerial 
stall of Labour Department in New ! 
Delhi during the last summer. 905. i 

Sikh r(‘liuiou.^’ prograiiunes in certain j 
broadcasting Htation.«. 44. 

Sikhs taken as |ieons in th(‘ Covernment 
of India Secretariat. 964-65. 

Staff of the Delhi ImjU'ovement Trust, i 
<i2. 

Sup])ly of unrtlter('d water in orthoiiox ' 
quarters in New Di'lhi. 689. 

Unduly large numlx'r of ofheers moving 
U]) to Simla. 495-96. ; 

Use of Covernment funiiture by eer- ; 
tain chowkidars engaged by the Oen- j 
tral Public Works Departinenl. 664. | 

Vacant pietv of land on the north side! 
behind the orthcxlox quarters on the | 
Irwin Road, New Delhi. 6S8. I 

Wailing list of persons not provided; 
uith Covernnient (juarters in Now 
Delhi. 683-84. 

Question (Suppl(*mc*niary) rf - 

Advisability of rek aso of Alarna Ma.sh- 
riqi. 208, 20<h 

Advisability of wilhdrauing the Covern¬ 
ment R(‘solu1ion on communal re.scrv- 
alion of ap})oinlnv*iit.s in paiblie .ser¬ 
vices. 206. 

Commission chiirged by the Covern¬ 
ment of India on aTtieles purchased 
by His Majt'sty’s Covernnumt for tho 
tnaintoiiance of the Supply Depart¬ 
ment. 963. 

Communal (X)nsideration8 in tho pro¬ 
motion of Guards on the North Wes- 
t-ern Railway. 1015. 


^NT SING SARDAR—co7?id. 

Question (Supplementary) re— conid. 

I Delay in holding th»“ Autumn Session 

! of the Letrislatia* Assemhlv. 131, 

133, 134. 

Punjabi detenus eontined in I he Deoli 
Diteiition Cam]i. 777, 778. 

Steps lur the Defeme of iiidia. 280, 
281. 

Training of Indian Pilots, and Mechanics 
for the Air Force. 276. 

Relinquishment of Simla fur sittings 
of the Legislative Assembly. 105. 

War Donations and Investmen' s (Compa.- 

nifs) Rill— 

Motion to consider. 259. 
SANTHANA.M, MR. K. 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill— 

Motions to consider and circulate. 
403-11, 412-13, 473, 619, 634, 836, 
837. 

(Question (Supplementary) rr - 

Dacca Mail disaster. 350-351. 

Foes collected from ])aj julgrims foi' meet¬ 
ing expenses in < onnection with Port 
Haj Committees. 692. 

Imports and consumption of Indian coffee 
m tlie l/nitcd Kingdom. 424. 

Personnel of the Roger CoimnitU'C from 
overseas dominions and State-, and 
its mi.ssion. 433. 

Punjabi detenus confined hi th<‘ Deoli 
Detention Camp. 777. 

Recruitment of Indian Christians to the 
Suhoidinate and Supci ior Services of 
the State and C')!!) pa nv-managed 
Railways. .762. 

Hebixation of llu* bnam eil contiol of the 
Government of India over the Supply 
Department. 279. 

Rise in the salary of the Dirc'Ctor of the 
London Abiiket Expansion Board. 
425. 

Steps for inorca.se and distribution of the 
shipping acc<uninodation. ('56. 

Steps for increasing the export trade of 
India. 658, 6.50, 

Value of Llollar vSeeurities requisitioned 
by Government of India from private 
holders. 771. 
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SATYAMURTI MR. S. - SCnO{)L{H)~-contd. 


Iiidiaa Finance (No. 2) Bill— 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 209- 
31G, 382, 383, 384, 300, 291, 411, 451, 
405, 471, 472, 473, 4S0, 484, 028, 
033, 034, 724, 725, 720, 735, 737, 
740,741.742, 745,710. 824, 827. 820, 
833. 

•Motion for adjournne nt re prohibition of 
visitors from entering the Kbvber 
Pass. 438. 

SAVINO{S)-- 
Question r - 

—- -due to ])ai4i;d e\('d'ts to Simla. 2UU- 

01 . 

— due to setting up of the I’o*-' II. j 
Committees. bOJ. 

SCALES OF PAY--^ 

Qne-'(iou - - 

Prior sanction l\v iiie Ibdhvay Boaol t(^ 
rev i.^ioii.-: of -— afli^etimr a M’hole el*, .s 
or 'jrade of employees on certain State 
ll.ailw'iy.s. “)!•'> 

-and .Hiii('rit\' ofsenioi* 'ail oidinates 
in non-g.‘v/('tti d :’.ei'vi<-ts of tju‘ old 
Fast Indian K'aihvay and the old | 
Ou(ih and Roliilkliand Pailvav. 007-' 
08. ^ ■ j 

- - -of eej'taiii ii<ai-ga./dted railway! 
servant in (!)(' dor.idaliafl Division j 
of the K.'ist lndi:;n Pailway. <>01. j 

^Sc^' also iitrd'T '■ IhiV '. 1 

SCHFMFCSj - j 

Qiu^stion re - - foi- preventing raids into I 
Sind tt'('/,n Lalncliistan and Kalat. ! 
230-231. j 

SCHOI.Al!SHII’(S) [ 

Question r> i 

Oovernf>ienj for trainin'^ in living. 
101()-17. 

-for spra'ial tr aining given by the j 

Government of India or the Calcutta^ 
JYrt d’rust. 5^2-83. 

S(;ho()L(S)- - 
t^lu^-'- tion rr - 

Disadvantages of the staff of eompany- 
maivtged section of the Fast Indian 

Paiway trained at the railway -of 

transportation, Chandausi. 17. 

Kioli-Volunteer Corps and Ritlo 

Clubs. 1101. 

Local examination for Walton Training 
-—qualified guards. 853-54. 


(iuostion re — confd. 

Maximum age limit for all kinds of 
training eoiiisr's at- the Walton Train¬ 
ing -. II. 

Xon-reco'i’iition ot Judi.in 41ill Static^ 
-for purpivses of edueai.ional 
grants h. th(‘ North Western Railway. 
233-31. ■ 

(iluot;, ol .Muslim c'tndid,ill's at the Hying 

training-. 1101-02. 

Sr'one of t'venijilion of stalf attending 

refte.shei- cour.si'S at .\rea -on 

State iPiilw a;, s. 17. 

Si'leelion of eanri'dates tOr the 'reehnical 
euimeetril willi the Indian Air 
lorce. 1017. 

SCIENCE. iNS'flfl’l'E OF 
I Elertiou of a M(‘m)>er t-o (he Council of 
the , '-a.ierJra'e. 

SCOTT, MH.d. PAMSA5- - 

Indian Finance (.No. 2) l*ill 
MoDou I » (onsider and to eireiilate. 
117. 

Mtition t.i eoie'tvh'r llie le port of the Ihihlic 
Aeeount.'. tfommittee. 1070. 

Question /< disahiliiai's of the subordinates 
of the I’ndgc' Engmeering W'orks at 
.Manmml. Great Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 
way. 50. 

Resolution n Eisial Policy of the Govern¬ 
ment of India. 101-05. 

jCRAPPINt; 

Rf'.soliition re-of tlie London Coffee 

Market lAp.vnsion Board I>y tlie Indian 
(7)if('e (V.ss ('ommittee. 

SFCRF4'AlUAr(S) 

Question re - 

('oinmunal eomposition of Indian Civil 
Service and other All-India service 
Oflieers brought on to the Govern¬ 
ment of India — . 9()3-64. 

Grant of summer allowance to the minis¬ 
terial estblisliment of the Government 

of India-detained at Delhi last 

summer. 088. 

Po'ts olfered to the Govr'i'nment of 
India -Assistants in the Income- 
tax Service, Class 11. 1097-98. 

Sikhs taken as peons in the Government 
of India-. 904-65. 

Resolution re appointment of a permanent 

Muslim J^ilgrim Ofiicor in the-of the 

Government of India. 183-96, 506-14. 
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8ECUR1TY(IES)— 


i SENIORITY L[ST(S)- 


QuoHtion rr, value of Oollar requisi¬ 
tioned by Oovornment of India from 
private lioUb is. 77t -71. 

SRLbxrrroNtS) ' 

Quest ion i* of candidates for enier-j 

Lamcy coil iriissioMs and as privates ior i 
1 lie army. 7 S 1 -SL\ | 

SRLKO'noN I’OAIII) 

Qne.sti no /Y; 

rrocf'cdiii'iN of the laid at Ibe 
Onisiujiad (_)fliee, Howrali, Mad 
indian Railway ioi- illlinji; vacancies of 
Tai:„n-'’ Ra^eol Supervisors. 61)3. | 

or r('-minittfY-.^ assembled in Illora- 
dabad l)i\isi()n on (lie Mast tndian 
Ibiilway. SSO-Sl. 

'^idijcctb'.Y [)-,xons seleeti'd by tlu' Oi\i- 
mni' il at K.iracbi for traanirnr and 
a-I uqi.u(l.s. ^ladc. II, on ibe 
'll W ( I. , 1 R (il’.vay to liutli r j 
l.ed>. 'J'.N-y,:.). 

SKt.M v -rT\hl’i IRCS 

>' . " b' M’lmit I cci's/ 


Question rf — of the Rinding Branch of 
the Oovernnumt of India Press, New 
Delhi, 701. 

SERARA'ITOX ALLOWANt'K- 

Sc" “ Allowamce(s) 

SMRVAXT’tS)— 

Question re orders in force for promotion 
r»f on the N'oi th Western Railway 
on a eominuna! basis. S72. 

Sfdt\ KT;'-'.) - 

Que .lion rt- - 

Appointment of candidatt* in the Rosts 
and 1'clegrapb.s subordinate -—in 
the Snid and Raluchi.>itan Cirele with¬ 
out th(i ])roduetion of valid domicile 
c<'i’l'':<:ites, 360-00. 

I'.uieifA oi Sindhis in the subordinate 
. ' tii(* Nrirtb Western Railway. 
3‘;:).m,. 


SF>S1( >.V(^ 

Mcdic'ii io. adjoiirnnicnl />- 

hc'lu’v iM li-bbm^ tlic of the 1-egisla- 


SKI Kt noN t;i: \!;!>' 

A. . •' (.radc > ■. 

SKLMt'l ION ('0>'l (S'l - 

C,>U(htioo > (ioM tor apj>oint»ncnt to 

in Ihf' I'»■]),art’lUMito^’ the F,;nvt 

Indian ami l^^lst.ern 0('n<,'al Kailua \S. 
h)2l 23 

Si abo iindt r ‘ Ko,'-t(s; 

SENIOR KEFKI'SIIKK bOllRSK— 

Sn “ i'ctit'sbci'coiu-se.” 

SENIOR StTR)Rr)INATK(.S) - 

(^imstion /- .‘^cah's i.)f ]iay and seniority of 
I'l iam-ya/ettc d services of the 
old East Indian Railway end the 
old Ondh and Rohilkbaml Railway. 
007-OS. 

NVe also under'■ •nibo»’d'nate(sl’h 

SENIORI rv 
Question r* 

Scales r,f pay and of senior snbordi-| 
in noM.<r<» 7 (at(.(] icrviee'-’of the I 
ohl E;ot Indian Railway and the old I 
Oudh and Rohilkhand liailwav. (>07- I 
(.S, ^ • I 

- — of certain subordinate staff on the ' 
East Indian Railway, lb, 1104. | 

— of travelling ticket inspectors on the 
East Indian Railway. 18. ! 


tice .\.',.seml)ly. l.'i.”). 

! l ailuie ol (ioveinnumt, to enable Mr. 

' Snb.t.di f’hmdra to attend the 

, ..t liie Le:dslatl\e As.sembly. 

i 118-lb, * 

' baiiure to call a of the Legislative 
I A.^semblv between the period April 9 

lo OcO.iH i 1010. I 16-14S. 

Xo.'dioldiiKf of t!u‘-of the Legis- 

lali.n Asvoinbly for a long time. 1.60- 
67. 

Qm.'iion/- delay in holding the Autumn — 
of the l.cgi.slative Assembly. 130- 
131. 

SEWERIS) 

Que^tio" /. connecting of drains with- 

in Karol Ragh. Delhi. 707. 

SEW'ERALM 

Qiu stion n inconipic U' in Karol Bagh, 
Delhi. 7(X)-07. 

SH AH RAX KH \N RAHADUR MIAN 

(JHDLA.M -KADIR .MITIA.MMAD- 

Que.stion /y 

Apprentice IVain Examiners on the 
North ^^'estorn Railway. 852-53. 
Deductions made from the salaries of the 
gang staff on Jaoobabad-Kashmore 
Se<*tion. 855. 
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SHAHBAN KHAN BAHADUR MIAN SHILLONG— 
GHULAM KADIR MUHAMMAD— 


QueHtion re— contd. 

Discharge of staff controlled by the 
General Manager by the Divisional 
Superintendent on the North Western 
Railwa3\ 19. 

Instances in which mandatory piovisions 
of rules regulating discipline and rights 
of appeal of non-gazetted einplo^^ces 
on the North Western Railway were 
not observed. St)7-()S. 

issue of certain instructions for ampli- 
lication of Buie 34 of the Railway 
Services (Classification, Control and 
Appel) Rules. 8fi7. 

Local examination for Walton Training 
School qualified guards. 853-54. 

Muslims in certain categories of appoint¬ 
ments ollioiating against permanent 
vacancies on the North Western Rail¬ 
way. 581-82. 

Muslims selected for direct recruitment 
to certain categories of appointments 
on the North Western Railway. 580- 
81. 

Non-Sindhi ^luslims in clerical ])osts in 
the office of the Divisional Superin¬ 
tendent, North \\>stern Kailway, 
Karachi. 851-52. 

Provision of a channel for promotion of 
Markers to Subordinate Servi(‘c Posts 
on the North Western Kail way. 570- 
80. 

Reduction of the gang staff on Tacob- 
abad-Kasbmore section. North Western 
Railway, to lowTr scales of pay. 854- 
55. 

Steps for relieving the hardships due to 
blo('k on grade 1 on the North Web¬ 
ern Railway. 580. 

SHAM LA L, LALA— 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill— 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 
03()-11. 

SHEKHY, MK..J. F. 

Excess ProlitH Tax (Amendn:ent) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 
889. 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill- 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 
447. 

Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 953, 954, 955. 

Consideration of clauses. 959. 

Oath of Office. I. 


Question re — 

Arrangement of through railway jour¬ 
ney from Dacca and —— to Cawn- 
pore and Lucknow . 1018. 

Diversion of carriage of postal mails 

hetwe(‘n Sylhet and-frotn road to 

railway. 353-54. 

SHIP(S) - 
Question /v - 

Encouragement to Indian enterprise for 
Manufacturing aircrafts motors or for 

building-. 907-58. 

Shipping Fares from Indian Ports to 
Jeddah and low Speed of certain Pil¬ 
grim—. 142-144. 

SHIPPING ACCOMMO DAT ION 
Question re steps for increase and distri¬ 
bution of the-. f>55-57. 

SHIPPING ARRANGEMENT(S)- 

Question re -- for the next Haj pil¬ 

grimage. 141. 

SHIPPING FARE(S)- 
Sec ‘‘ Fare(s) 

SHOP(S)— 

Question / c-- 

Assessimuit value of liouscs and-in 

the Kasauli Cantonment. 03. 
(bmnuinal composition of journeymen 
appointed in certain — ''>n ♦he North 

Western Railway. 5S. 

SHORANUR 

Motion for ailjonrnmi iit if (.losing <l()wn 
of the bram'li lira' lx*'ween and 

Nilambur in ‘lie Malabar District. 

I 1020-27, lOSO 95. 

isH RUBBER 

QuesGon te sti'gs taken by liic Dl'IIu Im- 
provi'mcnl, Trns* for jdantiryg trees and 
-in Karol P>agb, D'ilii. 900. 

I SHI NTING- 

i ()u(‘stion re naar of laeilifjVs at 

j Bnkhtiarjinr dunction of the Fast In- 

j rlian Bailwav. 34tb 

!SHUNTING STAFF- 
See “ Stall ”. 

SHUNTING TRAlN(Sj - 

Question re exempt’on of tin* Europi’an and 
Anglo-Indian guards on Lahore division 
of North Western Railway from wotking 
certain-and van-. 301. 





INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


% 


8IAU- 

Motion for adjournment re closing of the 

Chandpur •-- Bijnor section of the 

(Jajraula Muazzampur Narain branch 
of the East Indian Dailwav. 982-83 and 
996-1011. 

SICK LEAVE— 

Question re calculation of period of - 

on the State Railways. 17-18. 

See alno under “ Leave.” 

SIDDIQUE ALl KHAN, KHAN BAHA¬ 
DUR NAVVAB 
Question re— 

First Division vacancies filled in the 
(lov<Tnnient of India Oflices. 35. 

rs dealing with establishiiK'nt 
?nitt<Ts in llio (lovernruent of India 
Oitice... o7-3S. 

reinporary Third Division vacancies 
tilled in tii(‘ Covernimuit of India 
(Hiiecs. 36-37. 

Vacancies of peons filled in the Gov- 
t'liiinent ol' India OlHces. 38-41. 

81KH(S) - 
Question re — 

Appoinlnient of a-oflicer to Oflieer s 

establishment of the Railway I'-no’d 
and i!s nHaelied oliices. 861-02. 

Broadcast of-religion and hi.story 

by the Tiahorc, Peshawar and Delhi 
B’-oadcasting Htations. 861. 
Recruitment of ■ — as iniluior serv¬ 
ants in the Olliee of th(‘ Military Sec- 
retai V and the Privab' 8eeretary to His 
Excellency the Viceroy. 913. 

— religiou.s programmes in certain 
broadca.sting stations. 44. 

-taken as peons in tlu? Government 

of India Secretariat. 964-65. 

SILVER BULLION - 
See ” Bullioii(s).” 

SILVER COINS- 
See “ Coin(s).’' 

SIMLA— 

Question re — 

Amalgamation of Government of India 

Presses at-and New Delhi. 702- 

03. 

Collective assessment of water rates on 
Postal and Telegraph officials occupy¬ 
ing Government quarters in -. 

598. 


SIMLA— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Conferences, committe/CS or sub-commit¬ 
tees held at-last summer under 

the control of the Coinmeroo Depart¬ 
ment. GSl-82. 

Conferences, committees or sub-(!ommit- 
iecs lu“ld at —— last summer under 
the control of the Defence Co-ordina¬ 
tion T)ej>artment. 668. 

Conferences, committees or sub-com¬ 
mittees held at - - last sunimer under 
the control of the Defence Depart¬ 
ment. 506. 

Conlenmces, committees or sub-com¬ 
mittees held at-last summer under 

the control of the Jlepartmcnt of 
Communications. 579. 

Conlcnnces, eoinmitUx’s or sub-eom- 

mitbvs held at-last summer 

uiid( r the control of the Department 
of f.dueation, Health and Lands 
670-76. 

ConlertJici's, coinmittees or sub-com¬ 
mittees h(4d at — last sumnier 
under the control of the External 
Adairs Dt'partmcnt. 572. 

Conferences, committees or sub-com¬ 
mit lecs held at - hist siuumer 

umler the eontrolj of the Finance 
Department. 502-04. 

Conferences, committees or sub-com¬ 
mittees lu'ld at - last summer 

mull r the ci/htn.l of the Home De¬ 
partment. 4dS-99. 

Coulereui'i's. evncij'itlee.s or sub-com¬ 
mittees held at - last summer 

under the control of the I^abour 
Department. 6t)1.63. 

Confi*renees, committees or sub-com- 

mittee.s held at-last summer 

under the control of the Jjegislative 
Department. 077-78. 

C»<mferenees, committees or sub-com¬ 
mittees held at-last summer 

under the control of the Political 
Department. 679-80. 

Conferences, committees or sub-(*om- 

mittc'os held at-last summer 

under the contiol of the Railwav 
Depart! c.cut. 576-78. 

Extension of the duration of the- 

Season, 1940. 494-95. 

Move of the Army' Headquarters to 
— and back. 979-80. 
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SIMLA— conUi. 

Question re — could. 

Officers and ministerial staff of the Coiu- 
mereo Department who ftiowri up 
to —— last summer aiul ex^Kmdituiv 
imurred in th(‘ mnv<\ (iSO-SI. 

Ofliccrs, aud ministerial staff uf the 
Defence Co-ordinatiou Depai'tiiw'iit 

who moved up to-last summer 

and ex}^)onditure iiieurred in tlu* 
move. (KiT-OS. 

Officers and ininisteii.d staff o<’ the 
Defence Departuu'iit who ’ 'oved up 

to - last summer and LXpmulifure 

incurred in the mov<'. of.*5. 

Otlicers and ministerial staff of flic Ue- 
partimud of (.lemmunieations .md its 
attached and subordinate olVces who 
moved uj) to lest and 

ex])eiiditur(i iMurr.-d iii tiu' move. 
578. 

Ofliccrs and niini.-tei’ial staff et tlie IV'- 
partinent of Fduf aiion, Heallh and 
Lands and ihs attached amf sub¬ 
ordinate ollieey wlio iUi-»v('d up to 

—“ last sumnier and expenditure 
ineuiTcd in tlu' mf)^ c. (lOS f)P. 

OffiocTs and ministeiial staff o! lh<* 
KxU'rna) Affairs I'teoartinenf u ho 
moved u]) to ■ !."-•( sn»vtaer and 
expenditurii incurred m the move. 
570-72. 

Officers and mini-.lirial staif oi tin* hi- 
naiiee 1V ].ai't!nent and ils attached 
and subordinate otrie<'s \»’{)o moved up 
to - --- last summer and (‘Xfienditure 
incurred in the mow. dhP nOI. 

Ofiiccrs and mini tenaf staff the 

Home OeijarUneiu and its aitaelu'd 
and subordi.raie nflieos who inovetf 

up to-last summer and e\[iendi- 

ture in the move. 4110-98. 

Officers and ministerial .'-taif of tlic 

Labour Department who moved up to 

-- last summer and <'xpen<liture 

iiieurred in the move. (ffiO-fil. 

Officers and ministerial slaff of the 

Legislative Ocparlment who moved 

up to-last summer and expendi¬ 

ture incurred in the move. 077. 

Officers and ministerial staff of the 

Political Department who moved up 

to -last summer and expenditure 

incuH’ed in the nmve. 678-79. 


SIMLA— 

Question re — conetd. 

Officers and ministerial staff of the 
Railway Department who moved up 
to —- - last sumiiK'r and expenditure 
iiieurred in the move. 572-76. 

Savings due tu Partial Kxodus to-. 

200-01. 

(jiiduly large number of oflici-is moving 
up to-. 195-96, 

PoliiKjui.sliment of -l\;r sittings of the 

la*gislativ(‘ Assembly. 105-105. 

SIND— 

Motion for adjournment n law t .ssiiess in 

-. 149 50. 

Question re- - 

-\ppointment ui eaiididat<'H in the Posis 
and 'f('l('gra[»Jis siihovdinab' service 
in tile and lialiiehislan Circle 

A\ iiliout Cue ])i’oduct iiMi of saiid (iotni- 
eile ei'rtilieatcs. 559-60. 

Appointment (;f umjiialilu d pti-nns in 
th(' — and Balinhisl.sn Postal 
(JircKv 56t'-70. 

IneonvmiieiK (s siilfered b^ third iilass 
passengers on th'' Jaeob.abad-Kash- 
more Railway in - . 5-6. 

Permission to Boy Mes,M*ngers acting 
as Packm-s in the and Balu- 

ehistan Po.stal ('in k- to npia'ar for 
clerical examinations. 5n8-69, 

Ih'cruiluicnf of p< stal ck'rks in the- 

and Baluehisfan Cm 'e. 65. 

Peprescntacion loi- (<)n.>tmerioii oi a 

frunk road fn-m I!vd. i.ib.id-fo 

iioinl^av Badin and Virningam. 

558-59.* 

Scheme for priweiitiiig raids into --- - 
from Baludiiataii ,iiid Kalat. 250-31. 

Shortage of goods wagons on Jacob- 
abad-Kashinore narrow' gaug(‘ sec¬ 
tion in ~ . 4-5. 

SINDHl(S)— 

(Question re — 

Non- - - Muslims in clerical posts in 

the ohicc of the Divisional Super¬ 
intendent, North VCesfern Railway, 
Karachi. 851-52. 

Paucity of-in the North Western 

Railway subordinate service. 223- 
225. 

Paucity of-in t-lu' subordinate 

services on the North Western Rail¬ 
way. 365-66. 
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SINKING(S)— 

Question — of the steamer Kctucn 
(line. 506,981-82. 

SOM, MR. SURYYA KUMAR— 

Expressions (jf regret on tli deaths 
of Raja Sir Vasudova Rajah and 
70-71. 

SON(S)— 

Question rc diserimination in the matter 
of passes and privilege ticket ordei’s 
between an adopU'd and step —-on 
State Railways. 355-00. 

SORTKR(S)— 

Qucstioti re passes lur van - the 

N(u*th Western Railway. S73. 
vSOUTH AinUC'A - 

Question re indignities sutTer(‘d by fn- 
dian Liv.eara in - . 134-30. 

SRKCIAL DUTY 

Question re rc^port of tlie ollieer on- 

a[)poin(ed to investigate into certain 
matters atyeeting cummiiiial representa¬ 
tion in railway services. 225-220. 

SPECIAL TPvAlN«— 

See “ 'rrain(s).” 

SPW'IKIC RKMKF (AMRXU.MKNT) 1 
iillJ. - ' 

See Bill(s).'’ 

SPKLCil(KS) - 

-delivered to the Council of .State 

and the Lc'gislativt' Assrunbly by llis 
Kxeelle/mv ihe Viceroy. 841-84''. 

SPEED— 

Question re shipping fares from Indian 
ports to Jeddah and low-of cer¬ 

tain Pilgrim Ships. 142-144. 

SPE^vCP, SIR CEURCE- 
War Donations and Investments (Compa¬ 
nies) Rill — 

Consideration of clauses. 202. 

SRI PRAKASA, MR.~- 
Indian Einanco (No. 2) Rill- 
Motions to consider and to inreulate. 
319-34, 381, 451, 402, 470, 483, 615, 
610, 734, 835. 

Question (Supplementary) rc— 

Discrimination in the matter of passes 
and privilege ticket orders between 
an adopted and step-son on State 
Railways. 366. 


SRI PRAKASA, MR.— 

Question (Supplementary; re— corUd. 

Issue of one rupee note.s. 769. 

Private houstes in New Delhi reserved for 
accommodation f)f the extra members 
of the Viceroy's proposed expanded 
Cabinet. 098. 

PromothJii of a record lifier as a clerk 
in the Chief Ac'counts Otticc on the 
North W'cKkrn Railway. 860. 
Relaxation of tlu* linancial control c»t 
the Covernment of India over the 
Supply Dc'partmcuit. 280. 

Stex>s for the Defence of India. 282, 

STMd - 
Question re — 

Allotment (A Covernment c(uarttir8 to 

the -.of th<3 Ilornc and Legislative 

Dcpartmeids. 700. 

Appoiiitiiient ul Muslim — -- on Indian 

ei.oi. 

Riuldmg of cjuailers sc'iiarately tor its 
hendcj 11 alters — by the Railway 

Roarcl in New Delhi. 687-88. 

( ommunal composition (jf the-- of 

the lmpt*ri;d Veterinary Research 
Institute'. t)95. 1107. 

Deductions made liom the salaries of 
the* ganu - on .hn obabad-Kash- 
more .^eetion. 855. 

Disadvantages of the; — of i^ompany- 
managed .('ciion of tlu* Kast Indian 
Railnay trainc'd at ihe Railway 
School of Transportation, Chandausi. 
17. 

Discharge oi — controlled by the 
CeiK'ral ^lanager by the Divisional 
.Superii'tc'cdent of the .North Western 
RaiK^ay. 11, 19, 857. 

Lligibiliry of the night \ision failed 
station masters groux) - ■— for certain 
appointments. 871. 

Covernment Sei viee Rules apxdicable to 
the smO oi t}v‘ Delhi University. 
699. 

IneremcMits of pay of — working as 
ttanporary guards in the HowTah 
Division of the Last Indian Railway. 
1025-26. 

Non-inclusion of re view on tlie working 
of the State Railway Regulations re 
dismissal of non-gazetted —— in the 
Railway Administration Report. 
876. 

Non-transfer and suxxjrsession of certain 
- in the Railway Clearing Ac¬ 
counts Office. 1019-20. 




INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


OTAIT— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Officers and iniuiateiial -of the 

Commerce Department who moved 
up to Simla last summor and expemdi- 
ture ineuiT(j(i in the Move. ()80- 
81. 

Otheers and ministerial - of the 

D(‘fence Co-ordination Department 
who moved u[) to Simla liist summer 
and (expenditure incurn'd in the 
Move. 667-68. 

Ol'ficers and ministerial - ”— of the De¬ 
partment of Communiea(.io!is and its 
attached and snbordina((‘ o!Hces who 
moved up to Simla last summer and 
expenditure immiTed in the Move. 
b78. 

Ofiiec'rs and ini?nsterial-- of Mu* 

JX'f)arlment of education. Health 
a I'd bands and its attaelied and sub¬ 
ordinate offices who moved u[) to 
Simla last summei' and exp(‘nditure 
incurred in the Move. 668-69. 

Officers aod ministerial of the 

external Affairs Dej)artment who 
moved up to Sirrda last summer and 
expimditure itioirn'd in the Move. 
570-72. 

Officei's and iTiinislerial - of the 

Lalxjur Depariment who moved up to 
Simla last summer and expenditure 
incurred in the Move. 000-61. 

Officers and tninist(>rial - - of the 

Ivcgislative Depaitinent who movcM 
u[) to Simla laso summer and exixuidi- 
ture incurred in the Move. 677. 

Officers a«id ministerial - of tlu^ 

Political DepartuK'iit who moved up 
to Simls last summer and exfrenditure 
incurred in the .Move. 678-79. 

Officers and ministerial - of the 

Railway Dejiartment who moved 
R) Simla last summer and (expenditure 
incurred in the Move. 572-76. 

Officers and-of the Delhi Impro- 

ment Trust. 689-91. 

Paucity of Muslims in the-of the 

Imperial Veterinary Kt'search Insti¬ 
tute. 693-95, 696, 1105-07. 

Prevalence of tuberculosis amongst the 

-- of the Railway Clearing Accounts 

Office. 595. 

Promotion of shunting-on the 

North Western Railway. 64-66. 


STAFF— 

Question re — contd. 

Publication of a classified list of a 

certain class of subordinate-of 

all branches of Railway service on 
the North We;stern Railway. 588- 
89. 

Railway passes allowed to Messrs. 
Thomas Cook and Son and their 
—. 45. 

Railway quarters at Moradahad and 

-occupying them. 594. 

Recruitment, communal eorai^osition, 

salaries, eh;., of eertairj-in the 

vSuppIv Department and Allied 
Offices. 287-95. 

Reduction of the gang-on Jacob- 

abad-Kashmore section. North Western 
li.iilvviiy, to lower scales of pay. 
«51 55.^ 

R(‘-(“mf>Ioyed . in the Supply 

n<'?)artment and Allied Offices. 295- 
297. 

Reservation of Coverurnerit bungalows 
and (juarters for particular officers 

or-in New Delhi or Old Delhi. 

911-12. 

Resignation of-of the Delhi Im¬ 

provement Trust. 53. 

Retcn'iion of almost entire ministerial 
— ■ of Labour D(*[)artmont in New 
D(‘lbi (hiring tlie last summer. 906, 
Scopes of exemption of —— from attend¬ 
ing refresher e.ourses at Area Schools 
on State Railways. 17. 

-on the; Dfdhi Improvement Trust. 

62. 

-working as temporary guards in 

the Howrah Division of the Fast 
Indian Railway. 1026. 

STAIG, MR. B, M— 

Motion for adjournment re closing down 
of the branch line between Slioranur 
and Nilatnlmr in the Malabar Dis¬ 
trict. 1094-95. 

Motion to consider the lieport of the 
Public Accounts Committee. 1066-67. 

STALL{S)— 

Question re— 

Instructions for charging rent for use 
of Railway refreshment rooms and 
-. 361-63. 

Rent received from Indian——by the 
Assam Bengal Railway. 586. 
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♦STANDING COMMITTEK(S)— 

]illcotion of Members to the-for the 

Department of Supply. 9)8-25, 1113. 

Sl^ANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE— 
Election of a Member to the —. 234, 
297. 

STATE(S)— 

Motion for adjournment rc hii’ure of the 
Government of India to evoke whole¬ 
hearted r^nthiuiiasni in the nation to 

fight the totalitarian-. 71-72. 

Question rt personnel of the Roger Com¬ 
mittee from Overseas Dominions and— 
and its mission. 429-34, 

81 ATE-MANAGED RAILWAY ADMINIS- 
IDEATION— 

Hta “ Railway Adininistration{s) ”, 

STATE RAILWAY(S)— 

See, “ Railway(s) ”, 

STATEMENT(S)— 

Finance Member’s --on the financial 

position. 93-101, 102-03. 

Question re cciPdn quarteily- —for¬ 
warded by the Divisional 8u{)erin- 
lendf'nt, Moradabad* Division, on tlie 
East Indian Railway, 878. 

-7T net earnings of new railway lines. 

81-82. 

STATEMENT I^ID ON 'rJHE 1’ARJ.E— 

-re— 

Ajjpointments made in connection 
with war work. 708, 

LowTst tenders not accepted by the 
High Commis.sioner for India in 
piirehasing stons for tlie Govern¬ 
ment of India. 

8'rA1T:MENT OF BUSINESS— 

-by the Ilonoraldc Sir Muhainmncl 

Zafruilali Khan. 211, 703, 

STATION(S)— 

Question ft quarantine——-at Kamamn, 
367. 

STATION DTKECTOR(S)-- 
Question re age limit of candidtxfes for the 
post of’——All-India Radio, recently 
advertised, 1018-19, 

SI ATION MASTER(S)— 

Question re— 

Eligibility of the night viskn failed 
——group staflf for ctitain apjoint¬ 
ments, 874, 


STATION MASTER;S)—cuwkl. 

Quoition re—^conUl. 

Introduction of senior refresher course 
for Assistant —— on the East Indian 
Railway. 602. 

STAY— 

Question re extension of the period of 
-in Simla, in 1940. 494-95. 

STEAMER(S)— 

Question re sinking of the- Kemoidine 

566, 981-82. 

STEPSON— 

See “ Son(s) 

STORE(8)— 

Statement laid on the tabic re lowest 
Panders not accepted by the High Com- 

misKioncr for India in purchasing-- 

for the Government of India. 1113- 
15. 

STORES AND WORKSHOP—EXPENDI- 

TURE NOT CHARGED TO REVENUE— 

Demand for Exceg.s Grant in respect of 
-. 1079. 

STREET(S)-' 

Qucstio/i re, failure to name or liglit — 
in the Naiwala area of Karol Bagh, 
Delhi. 689. 

SUB-COMJVIITTEE(S)— 

See Commitlee(s) ”, 

SUB-INSPECTOR (S)~ 

Question re recruitment of-of Works 

on the Nortli Western Railway. 54- 
55. 

SUB-LETT! NO - 

Question re non-obaervimee of the prin¬ 
ciple of-of railway contracts in 

the case of a certain cv.ntract at the 
Delhi Railway Station. 864-66. 

SUBORDINATE(S)— 

Question re — 

Disabilities of tlie-- of the Bridge 

Engineering Works at Manma^ 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 
50. 

Engineering-working as Assist¬ 

ant Engine ei*8 on the North West¬ 
ern .Railway, 44. 

Premotien to senior-- of Trans- 

ixirtation staff and to senior — 
of Loco staff, 882, 


M13LAD 
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SUBOKniNATE(S)—cow/df. SUDETE^LANP— 


Question re—conkL 

- and clerks ^ho worked tiftdc/ 

the Building lns]]oetor of the Delhii 
Improvement Trust and resigned/ 
9(J8. 

SUBORDINATE OFFICE(S)— 

Question re officers and ministerk} staff 
of the Department of Education, Health 

and Lands and its attacheel and- 

who moved up to Simla last summer 
and expenditure ineiirred in the move. 
608-09. 

JSce also under “ Office{s) ”. 

SUBORDINATE RAILWAY SER- 
VICE(S) ~ 

Question re report re the representation 
of Muslims and other minority eommuni- [ 
ties in ike —- . 861. 1 

SUJ'.ORDINATE SERVKJElS)-* j' 

Question re —■ [ 

Advisabihty of holding compeiiiive!, 
examinations for recruitment to the*.’ 
- — on the North Western Rail- f 


Question re repAtriation of Mr. L. N/ 

Rhanna’s'Wife and daughter from-y 

Germany. 775-70/ 

SUIT— 

Question re notice of fl —on behalf of 
Mir Macjbool Mahamood of Anirilsai' 
against the North Western Railway/ 
879 / 

SUMMER— 

Qm^stion re— 

Conferences, cOftimittoes of stib-eom-' 

niilU^'S lield at Simla last-under" 

the control of the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment. 681. 

ConfertuK'es, committees or sub-com¬ 
mittees held at Simla last——under 
the control of the D(‘fence Co-ordina¬ 
tion Department. 668. 

Conferences, committees or sub-com¬ 
mittees held at Simla last -- 

under the control of the Defencsf 
Depart ment. 506. 

Conk renees, C( mm it tees or sub-coin- 
mitiees held at Simla last-under 


w ay. 226-27. 

Certain restriction^ on appointmerits 

to-posts on North Western 

, Rjiifway. 882. 

Paucity of Sindh is in the North Western 

Railway-. 223-225. 

Recruitment of Indian Christians to 

the-and Superior Serrice of the 

State and Company-managed Rail¬ 
ways. 561-63. 

See also under “S(ivke(s)”. 

SUBORDINATE SERVICE rOST(S)— 
Question re provi^ ion of a (harnel for pro- 

. ii'.otion of Maikers to-on the Ncrth 

Western Railway. 579. 


the M>n(ri4 of tlm Dbpartiiicnf of 
Comnumications. 679. 

Conferences, oommitk'es or sub-com¬ 
mittees lieki ai Simla last-under 

the contitd (A' tlw:^ Department of 
EMiJcation, Health and Lands. 67(b 

Confemnees, commiftecs or sub-eorn- 

mitiecs held at Simla, last-under 

tlirc control tyf Uve External Affairs 
DojxirtmeTyt. 572. 

Conferraces, commitU'cs or sub-com- 
mittee® held at Simla last —- — umh r 
tilt; control of tincr Einance Depart- 
mont. 502-04/ 

Conferences# Commiltov'S oi" sub-com- 


SUBvORDINATE STAEF- 


niitteoa lield at Simla last—— under 


Question re seniority of certain-on 

the Fast Indian Railway. 16, 1109. 

Sec also under “ Staff 

SUltsiI)Y(lES)— 

Question re creation of new industries or 
Avcak.shups on permanent basis and 
Government—— thereon. 427-28. 

suda:mdih~ 

Question re continuing fire in the coal¬ 
field in-Area Colliery. 286. 

SUDDFH BAZAR— 

Question rc amalgamation of —Ambala, 
with Ambala Cantonment. 207. 


the control of the Ilmne Depart¬ 
ment. 498-99. 

Conferences, committees or sub-cunt- 

inittees held at Bimla last--under 

the control of the Labour Depart¬ 
ment. 661. 

Conferences', eommiltecH or s«b-eom- 
idittees held at Simla last——under 
the control of tbo Legislative 
Dcpaiimeut. 677. 

Conferences, coniuiitteos or Hub-eom- 

mittoes held at Simla last-under’ 

the control of the Political Depart¬ 
ment. 67! h 
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-Question re — conUl. 

Omferenoes, <5omm»1:tfes or aub-com- 

anitie<^s boid at Simla last-ami 

under the control of tiie RaiUvtiy 
Department. 576, 

Officers and ministeiial staff of the 
Defence Co-orrlination Department 

'vs'bo mored «p to Simla last-aiul 

expenditure incurred in the 
667. 

OriictTs and minisk^iial stall of the 
Defence DepartJiient who inov^ed up 
to Simla last —and cxjxmflitiire 
incurred in tbe move. 505. 

OffiiHjrs and minisU'tial staif of the 
Department of Communications and 
its attacked and subordkiate ollices 

who moved up to Simla last-; 

and expenditure incurred in the 
move. 578, , 

Offi(;ei*s and ministerial staff of the' 
Department of Education, Health 
anti Lands and its attached and- 
sLibordiimU) offices who moved up to 

Simla last-and o^xpenditure, 

iiKUired in the move, 668. 

Ojfficers and ministerial staff of tho; 
External Affairs Department whoj 

moved up to Simla last- and' 

e-X4>ettditure incurred in tlie move, 
570. 

Officers and ministeiial staff of tlie 
Finance Department and its aftached 
and subordinate offices who moved 
up to Simla last-and expendi¬ 

ture inourred in the move. 499-5U1. 

Officx'rs and ministerial staff of the 
Home Department and its attached 
and subordinated offices who moved 
up to Simla last——-and expeiidi-j 
ture in the move. 49C-lf8, 

Officers and ministerial staff of the 
Labour Department who moved up! 

to Simla last-and expenditure! 

incurred in tho move. 660. ! 

Officers and ministerial staff of thp = 
I.<dgislativo l^partmcnt who moved; 
up to Simla last——and expendi¬ 
ture incurred in the move, 677.: 

Officers and ministerial staff of the< 
Railway Department who moved; 
up to Simla last-and expendi¬ 

ture incurred in the move. 572. 


iSUMMER -c,oncM. 

Question re ^-concld. 

Retention of clinost entire miuisteria! 
staff of Labour Department iri New 
Delhi during the last-——. 905. 

SmOlER ALLOWANCE— 

8ce “ Allowancefs) ’ — 

SUPERINTKNDEXXiS)— 

Question re promotions to tbe-’s 

posts in the office of the Director- 
(f(‘ner.ol of Posts and Telegraphs. 3U-51. 

SUPERIOR SERVlOEfSL- 
Question re recruitment of Indian Chris¬ 
tians to the Siibordiiiate anrl -of 

the State and Compaay-inana^^ed Rail¬ 
ways. 56L63. 

SUPERS ESSION(S)- 

(Question re non-transfer and-of 

certain staff in the Railway Clearing 
Accounts Office. 1019-20, 

SUPERVJSOR(S)— 

Question ire — 

Proceedings of tlic Selection Board 
held at the Divisional Office. Howrah, 
East Indian Railway for fdling 
vacancies of Luggage and Parcel 
-. 593. 

Reti'enchment in the higher grade 
appointments of Yard Forc'men and 

Yard-on the North Western 

Railway.. 857-59. 

SUl>FffiVlSORY POST(S)— 

Question re Muslim graduates in establish¬ 
ment offices and-on the East 

Indian and Eastern Bengal Railways, 
1024, 1025, 

SUPPLY DEPARTMENT— 

Motion re election of three members for 
the Standing Committee attached to 

the-, 918-23, 1113, 

Question re— 

Appointment of Mr. Passmore in the 

-and his duties. 706. 

Commission charged by tho Oovorn- 
ment of India on articles purchased 
by His ^lajesty’s Government for 

the maintenance of the-. 961- 

63. 

Creation of the—^—and its functions 
and working. 285. 
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SUPPr.Y DKFMRTMENT—rowR 

Q'l^-.tion rc.—contd, 

llcrruitment, communal composition, 
Hilaries, of certain staff in the 

-and Allied Offices. 287*95. 

Recruitment of officers in the- 

t))roiigh the National Service Com- 
ri'ittco. 905 Ofi. 

Re cmploved staff in the-and 

Allied Offices. 295-297. 

Relaxation of the financial control of 
the Government of India over the 
-. 279-80. 

SWTTCH(ES)-. 

Question re provision of tumbler-for 

controlling lights in intermediate class 
carriages. 1017-18. 

SYLIIET— 

Quesrion re diversion of carriage of postal 

mails between-and Shillong from 

road to railway. 353-54. 

SYLLABUS— 

Question re books or-prescribed for i 

promotion courses on Slate Railway. 

8fi8. 

T 

TARIFF (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

Nee “ Indian-” under “ Bill(s) ” 

TARIFF (SECOND AML:NDMENT) BILL-~ 

Nee “ Indian-” under “ Bill(s) 

TF.CIINICAL SCHOOL(S)— 

See. “ School(s) ”. 

TELEGRAPH OFFICE(S)— 

Question re -in the Delhi Province 

making deliveries of messages. 606- 
07. 

TELEGRAPH OFFICTAL(S)— 

Question re collective assessment of water 

rates on Postal and-occupying 

Government quarters in Simla. 698. 

TELEGRAPHIC TRANSFER(S)— 

See “ IVansfer(s) 

TELEPHONE OPERATOR(S)— 

Question re non-transier of certain-in 

Dacca Division. 1017 


TENDP:R(S)- 
Qiiestion re — 

Taking of lease of a Roller Flour Mill at 
Lyallpur and —“ for grinding wheat 
for use of military forces. 493-94. 

-invited for the printing of the 

Fauji Alchhar. 774-76. 

Statement laid on the tabU re lowest- 

nf»t accepted by the High Commissioner 
for India in purchasing stores for the 
Government of India. 1113-15. 

TEST(S)— 

Question rc subjt'cting persona selected by 
the Divisional Selection Board at Karaclii 
for training and promotion as guards, 
grade 11, on the Nortli Western Railway 
to further-. 228-229. 

THAKUR SINGH, CAPTAIN— 

Oath of Office. 1. 

THEF1\S) - 

Question re steps to reduce the nuiuber 
of - - and other crimes in Delhi. 

98I. 

THIEF(VluS)— 

Question re aiTcst of a gang of-of 

Bauriya criminal tribe. 981. 

THIRD CLASS— 

Question re inconveniences suffered by — 
passengers on the Jacobab4wl-Kashm( 
Rcvilway in Sind. 5-6. 

THIRD DIVISION— 

Question re temporary-vacancies fill 

in the Government of India Oflie 
36-37. 

THOMAS COOK AND SON, MESSRS.-- 
Question re — 

City Booking and Parcel Offices work 
by-. 45-46. 

Railway passes allowed to-and th 

staff. 45. 

THROUGH RAILWAY JOURNEY— 

See “ Journey 

I TIOKET(S)— 

Question re alleged sale of used railw 
-592. 

TICKET INSPECTOR(S)— 

Question re seniority of travelling- 

thft Efljat Inrlui.T't I^a.tlu/ai!r IQ 
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T0x\GA(S)^- 

Question re -permitted to run from the 

Meerut Cantonment Railway Station. 
58. 

TOTALITARIAN STATE(S)— 

Motion for adjournment re failure of the 
Government of India to evoke whole¬ 
hearted enthusiasm in the nation to 
fi^ht the-. 71-72. 

TRADK(S)— 

Question re steps for increasing the cxpoit 
-of India. t)57-59. 

TRAh FlC INSPKCTOR(8)— 

QiK'Hlion re— 

Muslim-on the North Western 

Railway. 32. 

Promotion of Traftic “ Pupils ” as-on 

the North Westein Railway. 
566-d8. 

Promtitit-n o' traffic pupils w^orlcing on 

the Nodh Western Railway as-. 

855-5(5. 

TRAFFIC “ PUPIL(S) 

(Question re — 

Promotion of-as Traffic Inspectors 

on the North Western Railw'ay. 
506-68. 

Promotion of-working on the North 

Western Railway as Traffic Inspectors. 
855-56. 

TRAFFIC TECHNICAL INFERIOR 
S^PAFF— 

Question re percentage of leave reserve for 

the-on the North Western Railway. 

876. 

TRAIN(S)— 

Question re — 

Abolition of vending on tlie Assam 
Bengal Railway. 849-50. 

FJxemption of the European and Anglo- 
Indian guards on Lahore division of 
North Western Railway from working 

certain shunting and van-. 364. 

Indian Railways where-vending is 

not maintained. 850. 

Irregularities in the running of special 

-on the North Western Railway. 

44-46. 

Prohibition of railway employees to 
travel on privilege Ticket O^ers by 
mail and express-. 1020-21. 


T RAIN>S)— contd. 

Question rc— conid. 

-run through Dolbi-Sliahdara on 

the North Western Railway. 880. 

Workings of the-between Hardwar 

an I Rikhikc'sh on the East Indian 
Railway. 1103. 

TRAIN EXAMINER(S)- 
Qiiestion re — 

Apprentice — on the North Western 
Railway. 852-53. 

Extra expenditure incurred by not 

appointing an Assistant-^to officiate 

as Head-, Bareilly. 604. 

Gi ade I-on the East Indian 

Railway. 859-60. 

TRAINING— 

Question re — 

Raising of the new army in India, its 

cost and arrangements for-of 

the additional officers. 202-05. 

Scholarships for special-given by 

the Government of India or the 
Calcutta Port Trust. 682. 

-of marksmanship by the Nagpur 

University. 1100-01. 

TRAINING COURSE(S)— 

Question re maximum age limit for aU 

kinds of-at the Walton Training 

School. 11. 

TRAINING vSCHOOL(S) - 
Question re quota of Muslim candidates 
at the flying-. 1016. 

TRANSFER(S)— 

Question re — 

Non-employment of Indian brokers by 
the Calcutta Port Trust for purchasing 
telegraphic —— of the local Exchange 
Banks to the United Kingdom. 
229-30. 

Non-- and supersession of certain 

staff in the Railwav Clearing Accounts 
Office. 1019-20. 

Non-of certain members of regular 

electrical establishment on duty in 
New Delhi. 910. 

Non-of certam officers of the 

Central Public Works Department. 
910. 

Non-of certahi telephone operators 

in Dacca Division, 1017. 

-of non-gazetted railway servants 

in the Moradkbad Division of the 
East Indian Railway and the Delhi 
Division of the North Western Rail¬ 
way. 690. 
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TRANSPORTATJO.N - 

Question re disadvantages of the staff of 
company-manig('d section of the East 
Indian Railway trained at the Railway 
School of-, Cliandaiisi. 17. 

TRANSPORTATION 1 XSPECTOK{S>- 
t^ue ’tion re - 

Duties of Assistant Olficors and-on 

State Railways. 28-31. 

Holders of the a])p()intments of-in 

the Moradabad Division, East Indian 
Railway. 601-02. 

Sanctioned strength of the-in the 

M(3radabad Division, East Indian 
Railway. 602. 

TRANSPORTATION STAFF— 

Question re promotion to senior subordi¬ 
nates of —— and to senior subordinat(‘s 
of Loco, staff. 882. 

TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE— 

See “ Allowaiioe{s) 

TRAVELLING TKTiET INSPECTORS— 
See Ticket Tn8pector(s) 

TREATMENT— 

Question re complaints about the-of 

patients in the Irwin Hospital, New 
Delhi. 435-36. 

TREE(S)— 

Question re — 

Neglect of planted-and maintained 

lawns in the D. J. Z, area of New Delhi 
664-65. 

Steps taken by the Delhi Improvement 

Trust for planting-and shrubbery 

in Karol Bagh, Delhi, t?t)6. 

TRIAL(S)— 

Question re persons tried, convicted or 
detained without trial under the Defence 
of India Act. 914-17, 

TRUNK ROAD(S)— 

Question re representation for construction 
of a-from Hyderabad (Sind) to Bom¬ 

bay via Badin and Viramgam. 358-59. 

TUBERCULOSIS— 

Question re — 

Prevalence of-amongst the staff 

of the Railway Clearing Accounts 
Office. 596. 

Protection of Government quarters 
from-infection. 704-06. 


TUBERCULOSIS CLINIC— 

Question re — 

Central-, Delhi. 909-10. 

Local ion of a — ■ in Karol Bagh, Delhi. 
62. 

Shifting of the —— from Karol Bagh, 
Delhi. 54. 

TUMBLER SWITCH(ES)— 

See “ Switch(cs) 
rYPlST(S)— 

Question rr Invoice -on the North 

Western Railway, 28. 

TYSON, MR. J. D.— 

Certain pa])ers rc the Agricultural Produce 
Cbss Act laid on the table. 83-88. 
Indian ]\Ierchant Shipping (Amendment) 
Bill- 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 
215-17, 218, 219, 220. 

Motion for adjournment re rustication of 
Mr. M. Faroqui and Mr. J). Sanghi from 
the University of Delhi. lUl, 1112. 
Motion re election of a Member of the 
Council of the Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore. 88, 

Motion re election of a Member on the 
Governing Body of the Indian Research 
Fund Association. 918. 

New Delhi Mosque Bill— 

Motion for introduce. 235. 

Motion to move not made. 1062. 

Oath of Office. 1. 

Resolution re appointment of a permanent 
Muslim Pilgrim Officer in the Secretari¬ 
at of the Government of India. 188-91, 

194, 

U 

UMAR ALY SHAH, MR.^ 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill— 

Motions to consider and to circulate, 
640, 641. 

Question re differential treatment meted 
out to the Indian Medical Department. 
66 . 

Resolution re appointment of a Committee 
of the Central Legislature regarding 
economy in war expenditure. 538-39. 

UNFILTERED WATER— 

See “ Water ” 
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UNITED KINGDOM— 

Question re¬ 
imports and consumption of Indian 
Coffee in the -—# 423-24. 
Nori-einploymeiTt of Indian brokers by 
the Caloutt^ Trust for purchasing 
teiegi’a])hie itvinsft^r of tlie local Ex¬ 
change Banks to the ——229-230. 

UNITED PROVINCES GOONDA ACT— 
Nee “ Act(^)’^ 

UNIVERSITY(IES)— 

Motion for Adjoummeiit re rustication of 
Mr. M. Far(K|ui and Mr. D. Sanghi from ‘ 

the-ofDclhi. 1111-12. ' 

Question re— 

Government Serviei* Rules appioable to 

the staff of the Delhi-. (599. 

Training of marksmanship by the Nag¬ 
pur-. 1U)().0L 

UNIVERSITY TRAINING CORP(S)— 
Question re expansion of the 10th (Nagpur) 
Battalion,^—. 783*84. 

UNORTHODOX QUARTER(S)— 

S((> “ (^,iMrter(s)'\ 

URDU SCTllPT— 

Question re knowledge of Hindi and ability 

to write it in—*—or Roman-^for 

recniitment to Indian army. 782-83. 

USED RAILWAY TICKETS— 

See Ticket» ** 

UTENSiL{S)— 

(Question rc discrimination in the matter of I 

scale of furniture and-in European 

and Jndian Guards Running Rooms on 
the North Wo.stern Railway. 232-233 

V 

VA(^\i\CY(TES)— 

Qut'stion re — 

Filling up of certain —— of clerks 
recently occuriing in the Karachi 
Divisional Office of the North Western 
Railway. 587-88. 

First Division —— filled in the Govern¬ 
ment of India Offices. 35. 
Instructions for excess reservation for 

Muslims in the-of works mistries 

by the General Manager, North 
Western Railway. 363-64. 


VACANCY(IKK)— 

Question re—conid. 

Muslims in cerl>ain eategorres of appoint¬ 
ments officiating against permanent 

-^on th^ North Western Railway. 

581-82. 

Proceedings of the Selection Board held 
at the Divisional Oftice, Howrah, East 
Indian Railway for filling --of Lug¬ 

gage and Parcel Supervisors. 593. 
Temporary Thinl Division —^— filled in 
'the Govommenf of India Offices. 36- 
37. 

-of grade Iff firenten on the North 

Western Railway'. (>I. 

— -- of peons filkxl in the Government 
of India Ollices, 38-11. 

VALUERS)— 

Question re asSi^Hsment —-— of Iioust's and 
shops in the Kasauli Canton men t. 63. 

VAN SOKTEHiS)- 
Question re — 

Lower rates of wnsolidated travelling 
allowaree for-on the Northwest¬ 

ern Railway. 875-76. 

Passes for —— on the North Western 
Railway. 873. 

VAN TRAIN(S)- 

Question re exemption of the Euroix^an and 
Anglo-Indian guards on Lahore division 
of North Western Railway from working 
certain shunting and->. 364, 

VEHICLE(S)— 

Question re detention of —— at stations in 
the Moradabad Division, East Indian 
Raihvay.—^594. 

VETERINARY INSPECTORfS)— 

Question re permanent Muslim-in the 

Imperial Veterinary Research Institute. 
696,11C8. 

VETERINARY REvSEARCH INSTITUTE, 
IMPERUI^ 

Question re — 

Communal composition of the staff of the 
-. 695. 

Muslim clerks in the-. 696. 

Muslim dressers promoted as Laboratory 

Assistants in the-. 696. 

Muslims in the poultry research sec¬ 
tion of the-. 696. 

Paucity of Muslims in the staff of the 
-. 693-96,696. 
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VETERINARY RESEARCH INSTITUTE, 

IMPERIAL— C'-^ntd. 

Question u — conld. 

Permanent Muslim Veterinary Tnepect- 
ors in the —. C96, 1108. 

See also under “ Imperial Veterinary Re¬ 
search Institute 

VICEROY, HIS EXCELLENCY THE— 

Message from-atiking for the passage 

of the——in the I legislative Assembly 
in the form recommended, 882-83. 

Motion for adjournment re expansion of 
-’s Executive Council and the consti¬ 
tution of War Advisory Committee. 73- 
76. 

Question re — 

Private Houses in Now Delhi reservtxl for 
accommodation of the extra membeis 
of-’a proposed expanded Cabi¬ 

net. 6974)8. 

Recruitment of Sikhs as inferior servants 
in the Office ot the ^lilitary Secretary 
and the Private Secretary to--—. 

913. 

Speech delivered to the Council of State and 

and the Legislative Assembly by-. 

841-848. 

VICTIM(S)- 

Question re relief given to the-of the 

Dacca Mail disaster. 351-52. 

VIRAMGAM-^ 

Qestion re representation for construction 
of a trunk road from Ilycdrabad (Sind) 
to Bombay via Badin and-. 358-69^ 

VISION— 

Question re — 

Eligibility of the night-failed 

station masters group staff for certain 
appointtncnls. 874. 

Reservation of the posts of enquiry 
clerks, etc., for guards with defective 

-on the North Western Railway. 

863-64. 

VISION TEST(S)— 

Question re classes and groups for the pur¬ 
poses of- of certain railway em¬ 

ployes. 870-71. 

VISITOR(S)- 

Motion for adjournment re prohibition of 

- from entering the Kliyber Pass. 

430-38. 


VOLUNTEER CORP(8)— 

Question re High School-and Rifle 

Clubs. 1101. . 

VOLUNTEER FORCE(S)— 

Question re grant of leave to the East 
Indian Railway employees serving in 

the-when required to join the army. 

67. 

w 

WADI BUNDER— 

Question re non-applicabilitj'^ of the funda¬ 
mental leave rules to inferior staff of the 

Goods Depot at-on the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 68. 

WAGON(S)— 

Question re shortage of goods-on 

Jacobabad-Kashmore narrow gauge 
section in Sind. 4-6. 

WAITING LIST(S)— 

Question re —— of persons not provide*'! 
with Government fiuai^rs in Now Delhi. 
683-84. 

WALL(S)— 

Question re crecti(n) oi a —— on the south 
of Moradabad Railwa}' Station Yard, 
East Indian Kni!\\;iy. 871. 

WALTON TRAINING SCHOOL— 

Question re— 

Local examination for - qualified 

guards. 863-64. 

Maximum age limit for all kinds of 
training courses at the-. 11. 

WAR— 

Queslion re Members of the Central and 
Pro'.inoial Legislatures detained or im¬ 
prisoned since the ■—— began. 069-70. 
Statement laid on the table re appoint¬ 
ments made in connection with—— work. 
708. 

WAR ADVISORY COMMITTEE— 

Motion for adjournment re expansion of 
H. E. The Viceroy’s Executive Council 
and the constitution of -. 73-76. 

WAR DONATIONS AND INVESTMENTS 
(COMPANIES) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s)”. 

WAR EXPENDITURE— 

See Expenditure(8) ”. 
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WAR PURCRASRCS)— ^ ^ ^ 

Question re oonteaotors for the-. 287. 

WAR WORK— 

Question re appointments made in con¬ 
nection with -. 708. 

WATER— 

Qu^tion re supply of unfiltered -in 

orthodox quarters in New Delhi. 689. 

WATER CHARGE(S)— 

Question re reduction of-in New Delhi. 

66 . 

WATER HATE(S)— 

Question re collective assessment of- 

on Postal and Telegraph officials oc¬ 
cupying Government quarters in Simla. 
.598-99. 

WAZIRISTAN— 

Motion for adjournment re refusal of per" 
mission to Mr. Bhulabhai Dcsai and to 
Mr. Asaf Ali to visit-. 76-77. 

WHEAT-^ I 

Question re taking of lease of a Roller 
h’lour Mill at Lyallpur and tenders for 

grinding-for use of military forces. 

493-94. 

WHEELER AND COMPANY, MESSRS—. 
Question re— 

Contract for book stalls given to - 

by the General Manager, North 
Western Railway. 697. 

Extension of - contract for book¬ 

stalls on the North Western Railway. 
599-600. 

WIFE— 

Question re repatriation of Mr, L. N. 
Khanna’s — and daughter from Sudeten- 
land, Germany. 776-76. 

WINDOW(S)— 

Question re representation for replacing 

iron - by wooden - in Raja 

Bazar Square, New Delhi. 700-01. 

WORK(S)— 

Question re — 

Procedure of reporting the - after 

the expiry of the probationary period. 
877. 

Recruitment of Sub-lnspeotors of- 

on the North Westeom Railway. 64 - 66 . 


WORKER(S)— 

Question re stoppage of payment for meal 

interval to the indiistrial - of the 

Government of India Press, New Delhi. 
701-02. 

WORI 4 ING EXPENSES-EXPENSES 

OF ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT— 

Demand for Excess Grant in resp€k>t of- 

1078. 

WORKING EXPENSES—MAINTENANCE 
AND SUPPLY OF LOCOMOTIVE 
POWER— 

Demand for Excess Grant in respect of- 

1077-78. 

WORKING EXPENSES—MAINTENANCE 
OF CARRIAGE AND WAGON STOCK— 
Demand for Excess Grant in respect of — 
1078. 

WORKING EXPENSES—MISCELLANE. 
OUS EXPENSES— 

Demand for Excess Grant in respect of— 
1078. 

WORKS MISTRY(JES)— 

Question re instructions for excess reser¬ 
vation for Muslims in the vacancies of 

-by the General Manager, North 

Western Railway. 363-64. 

See also “ Mi8try(ies) 

WORKS OF DEFENCE (AMENDMENT) 
BILI^ 

See “ Indian-” under “ Bill(8) 

WORKSHOP(S)— 

Question re creation of new industries or 
- on permanent basis and Govern¬ 
ment subsidy thereon. 427-28. 

X 


y 

YAMIN KHAN, SIR MUHAMMAD— 

Cantonments (Amendment) Bill_ 

Consideration of clauses. 244-46. 
Finance Member’s statement on the finan¬ 
cial position. 101. 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill- 
Motion for leave to introduce. 102. 
Motions to consider and to circulate. — 
380-87, 388-90, 891-92, 393-^, 410, 
488, 722, 762, 763. 
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YAMIN KHAN, SIR MUHAMMAI>- 

eontd, 

Indian Navy (Discipline) Amendment 

- Bill- 

Motion to consider. 237, 238. 

Motion for Adjournment re — 

QoBing of the Chandpur-Siai^>Bijnor 
section of the Gajraula Muazzampur 
Narain Branch of the East In^n 
Railway. 1003. 

Failure to call a Session of the Legislative 
Assenblry between the period April 9 
to October 1940. 147. 

Placing* of large orders of purchases with 
a few individuals. 161. 

Motion re election of three members for the 
Standing Committee attached to the 
Department of Supply. 921-22. 
Question (Supplementary) re — 

Advisability of release of Alama Mash- 
riqi. 209. 

Delay in holding the Autumn Session of 
the T^egislative Assembly. 131, 132. 
Non-observance of the principle of sub¬ 
letting of railway contracts in the case 
of a certain contract at the Delhi Rail¬ 
way Station. 866. 

Relaxation of the financial control of the 
Government of India over the Supply 
Department. 279,280. 

Votable and non-votable expenditure 
sanctioned outisde the Budget. 199. 
Relinquishment of Simla for sittings of the 
Legislative Assembly. 104-06. 

Repealing and Amendment Bill— 

Motion to consider. 248, 264. 

YARD FOREMAN(EN)— 

Question re retrenchment in the higher 

tgrade appointments of-and Yard 

Supervisors on the North Western Rail¬ 
way. 857-69. 

YARD SUPERVISOR(S)— 

Question re retrenchment in the higher 
grade appointments of Yar Foremen and 

- on the North Western Railway. 

867-59. 

Z 

ZAFAR ALI KHAN, MAULANA— 

Borar Laws Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate, and 
refer to Select Committee. 940, 944- 
46. 

Indian Finance (No 2) Bill— 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 
334-40, 383. 


ZAFAR ALI KHAN, MAULANA-r-cowAi ^ 

Indian Railways (Amendment) Bill— 

Motions to refer to Select Committee, 
and to circulate. 926, 

Motion for adjournment re — 

Alleged occupation of the Muslim Jdgdk 
at Burhanpur by the Military. 785. 

Closing down of the branch line between 
Shoranur and Nilambur in the Malabar 
District. 1081, 1086, 1092-94. 

Closing of the Chandpur-Siau-Bijnor 
section of the Gajraula Muazzampur 
Narain branch of the East Indian 
Railway. 1000-01, 1007. 

Dacca Mail disaster. 117, 119-20. 

123. 

Delay in holding the Session of the 
Legislative Assembly. 155. 

Question re — 

Allotment of duftries’ quarters in New 
Delhi. 136-37. 

Allotment of peons’ quarters in New 
Delhi. 137-138. 

I^motions to the Superintendents’ 
posts in the office of the Director- 
General of Posts and Telegraphs. 
60-51. 

Question (Supplementary) re— 

Communal reservation both on appoint¬ 
ment and confirmation of new re¬ 
cruits on the North Western Railway. 
7. 

Inadequate Indian representation in the 
Port Trusts. 3. 

Issue of one rupee notes without the 
agency of the Reserve Bank of India. 
278. 

Resolution re — 

Appointment of a Committee of the 
Central T..egislature regarding economy 
in war ox})euditure. 542-43. 

Appointment of a Committee to examine 
the conditions of Detenus under the 
Defence of India Act. 556-57. 

Apj)ointment of a Permanent Muslim 
Pilgrim Officer in the Secretariat of 
the Government of India. 187-88. 

Fiscal Policy of the Government of 
India. 178-79. 

ZAFRULTJ^H KHAN, THE HONOUR¬ 
ABLE SIR MUHAMMAD— 

Berar Laws Bill— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 235. 

Motions to consider, circulate, and refer 
to Select Committee. 939-41, 947, 
948. 
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ZAFRULLAH KHAN, THE HONOUIU ZAHEBR, MR, ' HASAH-- 

ABLE SIR MUHAMMAD-Oath of Office. 2. 

eantonmente (Amendment) Bill- ZIAUDDIN AHMAD. DR. 

Consideration of clauses. 245. Berax Laws BUI— r 

' Expressions of regret on the deaths of Motions to consider, cir^uiata, and refer 

Raja Sir Vasudeva Rajah and Mr. ^ Select Committee. Mb, 948. 

Suryya Kumar Som. 70. Cantonments (Amendment) 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill— Consideiation of claoseft 24Cb 

Motions to consider and to circulate. Demand for Excess Gramt in* respect of 


411, 421, 440, 443,614, 648, 719-38, 

801 . 

Indian Railwa| 3 rB (Amendment) Bill— 
Motions to refer to Select (^)mmittee 
and to circulate. 896. 

Motion for adjournment rc-*- 
DeJay in holding the Session of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly. 156. 

Expansion of H. E. The Viceroy’s Exe¬ 
cutive Council and the constitution 
of War Advisory Onnmittee. 74, 
76. 

Failure of Government to enable Mr. 
Subhash Chandra Bose to attend the 
Session of the Ijegislative Assembly. 
148. • 

Failuie to call a Session of the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly between the period 
April 9 to October 1940. 145-147. 

Non-association of non-official repre¬ 
sentative Indians with the Eastern 
Group Conference. 76. 

Non-holding of the Session of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly for a long time. 
156, 167. 

Placing of large orders of purchases with 
a few individuals. 160, 161. 

Motion re election of three members for 
the Standing Committee attached to 
the Depaicmtnent of Supply. 918, 
922-23. 

Position of the Nominated Membei's of the 
House. 1027-1028. 

Relinquislnnent of Simla for sittings of 
the Legislative Assembly, 103. 
Repealing and Amendment BiU— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 89, 
Motion to consider. 248, 262-64. ^ 
Motion to pass. 264. 

Reserve Bank of India (Third Amendment) 
BiU— 

Motion to consider. 266. 

Resolution re appointment of a Committee 
of the Ontral Legislature regarding 
economy in war expenditure. 540, 
549. 

Statement of Buedness by-. 211, 763. 


“ Working Expenses—Maintenance and 
Supply of Locomotive Power 1077, 
1078. 

Election of -- to the Coiweil of the 

Institute of Science, Bangaloiew 367. 

Election of - to the. Standing Com* 

mittee for the Department d Supply. 
1113. 

Excess Prr^fits Tax (Amendment) Bill- 
Motion to consider. 1 117- 1ft. ^ 

(bnsideration clauses. 1121-22. 

Finance Member’s statement on the hnan* 
cial position. 101. 

Indian Finance (No. 2) Bill- 
Motions to consider and to circulate. 
340, 343, 413-16, 417-21, 422, 439- 
42, 443-50, 477, 492, 614<, 61^, 648, 
650, 720, 721, 741, 816. 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) 
Bill- 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 
218. 

Indian Railways (Amendment) Bill— 
Motions to refer to Select Committee 
and to circulate. 896-908, 924-29, 
936. 

Indian Sale of Goods (Amendment) Bill— 
Motion to consider. 1061. 

Motion for Adjournment re ~ 

AUeged embezzlement in the Multan 
Division of the North Western Rail¬ 
way. 1109-1110, nil. 

Closing down of the branch line between 
Shoranur and Nilambur in the Mala¬ 
bar District. 1087. 

Dacca Mail disaster. 112-14. 

Failure of the Government of India 
to evoke whole-heai’b^ enthusiasm 
in the nation to fight the totalitarian 
States. 72. 

Financial arrangements with His 
Majesty’s Government re payment for 
the purchase of materials from India. 
162. 

Opinions of the Honorable Member for 
Railways and Communioatioiks on the 
D’Souza Report. 153. 164; * 
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ZIAUDDIN AHMAD. DR. SIR-cowtrf. 

Motion for AdjouriHiietit re — ccni^d. 

Placing of large orders of purchases 
with a few individuals. 150,161 162. 

Motion re election of three members for 

the Standing Committee attached to the 

Department of Supply. 918-19. 

Motion to consider the Report of the Public 

Accounts Committee. 1067-72. 

Nomination of - to the Panel of 

Chairmen. 211. 

Presentation of the Report of the Public 

Accounts Committee. 609, 610. 

Question rc— 

Accommodation reserved in the Impe¬ 
rial Hotel for the delegates of Eastern 
Group Conference. 697. 

Advisability of release of Alama Mash- 
riqi. 208-209. 

Alleged rude behaviour of the Quetta 
Railway Station officials at the wel¬ 
come to the President-elect of the 
Baluchistan Muslim [.<eague Session. 
683-84. 

Appointments made in connection with 
war work. 708. 

Catering as a source of income to Rail¬ 
way administrations. 360-61. 

Commission charged by the Government 
of India on articles purchased by His 
Majesty’s Government for the main¬ 
tenance of th(? Supply Department. 
961-63.' 

Complaints about the treatment of pa¬ 
tients in the Irwin Hospital, New 
Delhi. 436-36. 

Continuing 6re in the coalfield in 
Sudamdih Area Colliery. 286. 

Contractors for the war 
287. 

Delay in holding the Autumn Session of 
the Legislative Assembly. 130-134. 

Departures inthe working of the financial 
adjustment between the Government 
of India and the British Government. 
961. 

Detention of Alama Mashriqi. 208. 

Establishment of a Paper Economy De¬ 
partment by the Government of 
India. 434-36. 

Instructions for chaurging rent for use of 
Railway refreshment rooms and 
stalls. 361-63. 

Issue of one rupee notes. 766-69. 

Issue of one rupee notes without the 
agency of the Reserve Bank of India. 
276-78. . ’ 


ZIAUDDIN AHMAD, DR. 

Question re — contd. 

Muslim officers employed by the Calcutta 
Port Trust. 682. 

Muslim Railway officers in the Railway 
Board proper. 869. 

Non-transfer of certain telephone ope¬ 
rators in Dacca Division. 1017. 

Playing of music through loud speakers 
during prayer time at Delhi. 287. 

Private Houses in New Delhi reserved 
for accommodation of the extra 
members of the Viceroy’s proposed 
expanded Cabinet. 697-98. 

Quarantine station at Kamaran. 
367. 

Recruitment, communaj composition, 
salaries, etc., of certain staff in the 
Supply Department and Allied Offices. 
287-96. 

Recruitment of officers in the Supply 
Department through the National 
Service Committee. 906-06. 

Re-employed staff in the Supply Depart¬ 
ment and Allied Offices. 296-97. 

Relaxation of the financial control of the 
Government of India over the Supply 
Department. 278-80. 

Responsibility of the Manager in respect 
of the Coal-mine Disaster at Kurhur- 
vari. 286-87. 

Savings due to partial exodus to 
Simla. 200-01. 

Scholarships for special training given 
by the Government of India or the 
Calcutta Port Trust. 682-83. 

Standard and gradations of ghee 
adopted by the Government of India. 
138-39. 

Steps for increase and distribution of the 
shipping accommodation. 666-67. 

Steps for increasing the export trade of 
India. 667-69. 

Steps for the Defence of India. 280- 
82. 

Total weight of silver bullion and silver 
coins in the possession of Govern¬ 
ment. 770. 

Value of Dollar Securities requisitioned 
by Government of India from private 

' holders. 770-71. 

Question (Supplementary) re— 

Abolition of train vending on the 
Assam Bengal Railway. 860. 
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ZI AUDDIN AHMAD, DR. SlR-contd, 
Question (Supplementary) re—contd. 

Assignment by the A. E. G. India Elec¬ 
tric Company, Limited, inco»^rated 
in Germany, of their bu8iiiet> , assets 
etc., to certain parties in Be bay^ 
129. 

Communal considerations in the promo¬ 
tion of (juaixls on the Noi th Western 
Railway. 1015. 

Declaration of Muslim holidays as gene¬ 
ral holidays on the Assam Bengal 
Railways. 850,851. 

Desirability of uniformity as to the 
Indian catering system on all Indian 
Railways. 585. 

Government scholarships for training 
in flying. 1017. 

inadequate Indian repro^^entation in. the 
Port Trusts. 3, 4. 

Income-tax charged on gratuities paid 
to the non-gazetted State Railway 
employees. 207. 

Non-observance of the principle of 
sub-letting of railway contracts in the 
case of a certain contract at the Delhi 
Railway Station. 866, 866. 

Promotion of Traffic “ Pupils ” as 
Traffic Inspectors on the North West¬ 
ern Railway. 567-68. 

Prosecution of Pandit Jawahai Lai 
Lai Nehru. 973-74. 

Quota of Muslim candidates at’ the flying | 
training schools. 1102. 

Railway Advisory Committee. 228. 

Report of the officer on special duty 
appointed to investigate into certain 
matters affecting communal represen¬ 
tation in railway services. 225-226. 


ZIAUDDIN AHMAD, DR. SIR-coneW. 

Question (Supplepientry.) re — covdd. 

Rise ini the salary of the Director of the 
Ix)ndon Market Expansion Board* 
426. 

Selection for appointment to selection 
posts in the Departments of the East 
Indian and Eastern Bengal Rail¬ 
ways. 1023. 

Shortage of goods wagons on Jacobabad- 
Kashmore narrow gauge section in 
Sind. 5. , 

Suggestions made by the Port Haj 
Committees. 693.' 

Taking of lease of Roller Flour Mill 
at Lyallpur and tenders for grinding 
wheat for use of military forces* 
494. 

Relinquishment of Simla for sittings of 
the Legislative Assembly. 103, 104. 

Reserve Bank of India (Third Amendment) 

Bill- 

Motion to consider. 266-66, 267. 

Resolution re — 

Appointment of a Committee of the 
Central Legislature regarding eco¬ 
nomy in war expenditure, 639-42, 
646, 646, 647, 549. 

Appointment of a Committee to examine 
the conditions of Detenus under the 
Defence of India Act. 651. 

Appointment of a permanent Muslim 
Pilgrim Officer in the Secretariat of 
the Government of India. 511, 512. 

Fiscal Policy of the Government of 
India. 161-64, l68, 174, 180. 

Scrapping of the London Coffee Market 
expansion Board by the Indian Coffee 
Cess Committee. 623, 
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